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A PFATFR FOR TE® YUTURE o

This is a prayer of hope prayed at the gate of
the Future's temple; a prayer for patience and
love; a prayer Ior understanding. This is a pray-

er for the Xmowledie and the courage to ''salute
truth, even if she comes in rags," and to "hate
error though sihe comes clothed in tradition, rid-
ing in a ceazh." Tais is a prayer for tolerance;
for new and more distant hirizons; for desires
and burninz passions; for recognition of oppor-
tunity. Tuils is a prayer of thanlfulness—for
beauty and eyes to see it, for music and ears to
hear it, for work and hands to do it,—of hate for
sin and ite iron clars of greed and envy and
Jjealousy: for war with its bands and banners and
blood. This is a prayer for humility; Christ was
born in a manger—itor rejoicing; Christ conquered
the tomb.

This is a prayer for the right words of hope
and cheer to speak nt a bedside or by an open
grave; for gentle hands to lay on infant heads;
for bended znee and upturred face in conference
with n0d. Tais is a prayer for diligence — in
the quiet of the study alone with God, His ¥ord
and His people.before us; on the dusty road or the
crowded street.

Let us be faithful. When much around us is
false let us be true. When there is a city to

ain or a soul to keep, let us keep the soul,

n we are irmprisoned by doubts and fears or even
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error, keep us from saying we never knew Him.
playthings crowd our destiny, tnke them away. :
there is a cross to bear, help us bear it; if we
would turn away hold it closer to our eyes. Help
us to weave though we may not see the patterm. L
know the pattern can be seen from the other side.
And when we have fought and been conauered; when
we have loved and lost; when all our blocks come
tuabling down, help us to start againe.
This is a prayer for service. Let us be so -
busy serving we shall not have time to be served. *
K
b

FEoward A. Wessling, '37

EELIGIOUS REALISK

Sometime ago there came over tne radio, as
part of one of the programs, a poem which made
a deep impressicn upon at least one listener. The
voice which recited the lines was (as the voices
of most radio artists are) charming and impressive.
But in this instance it was felt that it was more
than a charming voice tnat had cast the spell, and
nur listener resolved to possess the poem for her—
self. An inguiry adéressed to the broadcasting
station brought the necessary clue: the author wa
Robert Herrick. Vith this clue, and the assist~
ance of two or three librarians and a stujent, the
poem was soon locatede It occurs in a volume de—
voted to Herrick's poetry in "®veryman's Library”
and is entitled "His Creed." Here are the lines:

"I do believe that die I must,

And be return'd from out my dust;

I do telieve that when I rise,

Christ I shall see, with these same eyes;
I do believe that I must come

With others to the dreadful Doome;

I do believe the bad must goe

From thence to everlasting woe}

I do believe the good, and I,

Shall live with Him etermally;
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"I do believe I shall inherit
Heaven by Christ's mercies, not my merit;
I do believe the One in Three,
And Three in perfect Tnitie:
Lastly, that Jesus is a Deed
Of Gift from God: And Eere's my Creed."

We do not quote the poem because of its

poetry. Perhaps as poetry it would not rank very
hizh. To be sure, there is a fine simplicity about
it which gives it charm; and its positiveness is
refreshing in a day when a sophisticated agnosti-
cism is the dominant mood. But these cannot ac-—
count entirely for the impression which the poem
makes upon the modern mind. We quote it because

of its r Iip s realisme It is_that which cives
g Es aireé g%g quai%ty. Bspecially, if we' thaink

of it as coming over the air and suddenly striking
our ears against the background of the usual per-—
siflage with which the radio afflicts us, does it
grip the imagination. Here, we feel, 1s reality,
—the soul of man disentangled from the transitory
and the seeming, the senuous and superficial, see-—
ing itself in the light of that eternity which
alone can give meaning and purpose and coherence
to life. The reality to which it points is not an
other—worldly reality. He who resolutely speaks
his "I do believe" has his feet firmly planted in
this world. But it is an ultimate reality because
it knows the temporal only in terms of the etermal.
This is the lost chord in the modern symphony
of life. In its place there has been introduced
a kind of realism which substitutes the screech of
bralres and tooting of horms, the blowing of
whistles and clank of machinery for the music of
the spheres. ¥ven in the ministrations of the
church this "realism" is obtrudine itself. Relig-—
ion, we are told, must be this-worldly. It must
speak to man as it finds him and concerning the
things which are of immediate concern to him.
The noise and strife of contending groups, the
azonizinz, or defiant, cries of the down—trodden,
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the militant crusade for economic Jjustice and
pcace,—these constitute reality and to these
the church must address itself. That is partly
true, and it is one of the services which modern
Chrictianity has rendered that it has made us con-
scious of that fact. But it is only partially
truee Reality is a greater thing than that. The
greater part is that world which opens upon our
vision when the soul learns to know itself in the
light of its etermal destiny, when it hears the
voice of the Son of Man speaking His "Peace" in
our world of selfish strife.,

It is Yecause Herrick's poem reminds us of that
great fact that it has agoain become modern after ﬁ
three hundred years and can thrill the imagination
when quoted over the radio. Perhaps it would be
well to have it lying on our desks where we can
read it from time to time. We need its emphasis
in order that we may preserve the proper balance
in our own Christian lives. Above nll do we need
it when we nre preparing as preachers to tell men
what is real by telling them what is etermally
true.

-

E. E. Fischer

JUST BOOKS?

Discontent is frequently a virtue. It mnkes
hibernation unlikely. Instead, it stirs men to
either progress or regresse.

A seminarian is frequently tempted to become
discontent with his task. Routine reduces him to
7 rebellious automaton. Notetaking becomes a
plague. And the very confines of the campus seem
to make of the seminary a monastery. Often, be—
sieged with worthy German Wanderlust, the seminar—
ian wistfully stretches his soul muscles and vis—
ions a journey into distant glamorous worlds, _8

Under that tower clock with the vheezing heart
and liquid tones rest many boolss. They occupy
shelf after shelf. Some of them are noble glants;
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others, unassuming pigmiese To such n miscellan—
cous array, n seminarian in discontent may well
retreat,

For you discover that books are not just books,.
Instead, you observe in one book a venerable Ger—
man scholar raising his head from a littered decsk
and generously sharing with you his view as to the
actual story of Jesus, Meanwhile a voice from the
neighboring volume booms forth and states that,
with all due credit to his good friend!s scholar-—
ship, such an attitude is the height of stupid

folly, and seeks to show you why. They call upon
you as referees It's serious business, yet thrill-
ingc

A large dusty tome on the bottom shelf incites
your curiosity. In it you find a story of the
"Babylonian Captivity." Three popes simultaneous—

.1y claim to be the "Vicar of Christ," each declar—

ing the opposing tvo to be outside the established
church and hope of salvation. Such desperate con-—
fusionl Will the church right itself? Are there
any men of such times vho actually hold to Jesus
as their spirit—Lord? Just then around the corner
you chance upon a saint of this same period. You
can see without his telling just what Christ means
to him. Yet he tells you, and you have gained.

As you enter another corridor, the aroma of
malt brew greets your nostrilse To be sure, it's
Luther with cager students gathered round his
tablel Someone has inadvertently mentioned Zwing—
1i's name, and Luther is thundering as only Luther
cane But as he calms, he shows you with the in-—
sight of true religious genius how thoroughly cor—
rect he is. With the most skillful of handling he
brings before you God's Word in Jesus with that
vividness which is truth's orn proof.

Again it is the clock that reminds you that you
must beg to be excused. But you shall meet them
on the morrow, wvhen the discussion shall be con-—
tinued. You return to your room no longer discon—
tents For all lands and times and people have
opened themselves to you.
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The library is no tomb. In it is the commun—
ion of saintse
"K "

(Anonymity is against the principles of THE SEM-

INARTAN. An exception has been made in the fore-
going article. The name of the author, however,

will be furnished on request.
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Pooks are not juct books. They are personal=-: =1
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IS A BACAEIOR'S DEGREX ENOUGH? L

For many years the University of Pennsylvania
has offered to the Seminary ten free scholarships
to men who desire to do graduate work while attend-
ing the Seminary. This generous offer has not al-
ways been taken, for the guestion has always |
troubled men Aas to the advisability of taking the
added responsibility. Would I be able to carry |
the work? Is it worth the extra time and effort?

It is amazing to note that out of our student body
of eighty, not one Senior, only four Middlers, and
three Juniors answered these questions affirmative-
ly. These facts encourage investigation into the
prublem,

The need for more education of the clergy grows
larger and larger with the succeeding years. The
reason for this is the rapid advance of modern ed-
ucnation. Two decades ago, a high school diploma
vas held in as high regard then as a college cer—
tificate is today. Today a master's degree claims
no uncommon honor, and even "Ph.D." has lost its
halo in the minds of the average people. As a re—
sult of modern education, men and women, and es-— 4
pecially children are unusually intelligent and
cducated in comparison to only a few decades ago.
Now wvhile the educational level has been rapidly
on the increase for the common mass of people,
the education of the clergy has remained, compar—
atively speaking, static. Not a century ago the
village preacher was respected by his parishoners

|3



r—

™ ¢

-~ —
not only as a pastor, but as the epitome of all
knowledge. He was the intellectual leader of the
commnity.

A glance into history will show the high edu-
cation of some of the leaders of the church., Mar—-
tin Luther graduated from Erfurt with the degree
of Doctor of Theology. The Wesleys achieved their
master desrees at Oxfords H. M. Muhlenberg at-
tended Goettingen University before he went to
Halle. The first colleges in this country were
founded to educate the clergy. What does this
mean? It means that today we no longer hold the
intellectual position among our fellowmen as our
forefatherse Modern education is leagues ahead
of us while we question whether or not a Bachel-
or!s degree is sufficient to get us through.

To this there is a two—fold solution. First,
another year of academic work might be taken in a
university, raising the entrance requirement of
the seminary from the Bachelor to the Master de—
greee This solution, however, for the majority
is not practical, because it would be financially
impossible. The second solution is to continue
the academic work in the graduate school at the
U. of P., taking advantage of the free scholar-—
ships. This solution is more practical in all
wayse Yet, it does not catch the imagination of
the majority. A further analysis of the problem
will lead to the consideration of the advantages
and the objections to this second sug:iestion.

The advantages of utilizing the scholarships
are too many to discuss in detail; a cursory
treatmont is necessary. First, there is the
cconomic advantage of the free tuition. There
is no 1limit set to the number of hours a man may
take. If he takes four hours each semester for
three ycars, at the end of which a Master!s de-
gree is granted, the tuition cost of $300 is
saved. The advantage here is obvious.

Second, the use of the library and the oppor-—
tunity of making socisml contacts. By the use of
the library, your literary resources are doubled.
Many interesting and valuable contacts are made
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with outstanding authorities, as well as fellow-
classmateses It is needless to enter into the
discussion of the value of such associations 2
which otherwise would be impossible, q

Third, the University subjects offer variety
to the field of study. Here we continually study :
one field of knowledge, Theology, which is broken
into the various closely—connected courses that ?
sometimes over—lap. A bit of variety is needed,
for it refreshes and stimulates the mind. This
need was voiced not so long ago by an individualls
roquest to include in our curriculum a course of
a different natures The University answers this
probleme

In the fourth place, there is the cultural
advantagee The clergyman may never be able in
this specialized agc to become the intellectual
leader of his community as our ancestor—pastors
werce However, we ought to bc able to take our
place with the rest of societye The educated make
the claim that religion is only for the weak and
the ignorante The best apologetic for this charge
is being able to stand on our feet alongside of
the accusers. Unless we can meet the ever more
and more educated people, how can we talk with
them about Christ on their own level? To a Psy—
chologist, we must speak in his language, not ours,
in order to reach hime This can only be done by
further traininge

The fifth advantage is the cducational., What-—
ever branch you enter, you cnnnot emerge without
being benefited, even if it is only in training
your mind te think logicnlly. If it be Socielogy,
Philosophy, English, they nll are helpful to our
better applying the message to the modern age.

The 1list of ndvantages may be concluded by
mentioning a few persons that have followed this
sccond solution. On Muhlenberg'!s faculty, Dre.
Browm, Reve Stine, and Rev. Cressman took their
Masterts work while at Seminary. Closer home,
these men did likewise: Doctors Jacobs, Nolde,
Snyder., and Prof. Tappert. Undoubtedly all who

Sl ity .
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take extra work do not become professors, but
their examples are guides to us toward a more
educated clergye.

There are also objections to further study.
After the listing of the advantages, they look
very insignificant and can be dismissed hurried-
lye The first and most valid objection is the
claim that two jobs cannot be handled at the
same time without doing harm to either one.

This is to a certain extent true. However, the
time that we would spend on the University we do
not put on Seminary work. We spend our time in
some other way that is far from being as useful

as the University. It is like the man who says

he does not have to go to church to worship; yet
that man does not take time to worship in his home.

Another objection is the complacent fecling
that college wns enoughe Justification is found
by quoting Paul that this world!s kmowledge is

foolishness to God. This objection is not worthy
of a theological studente Many times it is used

as an excuse for downright lazinesse

One more point of opposition is that educa-
tion opens up problems that only perplex and har-—
ass the mind into doubte Besides, thecy say, it
produces vanitye. All will agree that the firmest
faith is the faith based on intelligence rather
than on ignorance. If our faith cannot withstand
modern intellectual problems and facts, then it
would be the best thing to scrap that type of
faithe It is not to zet faith by study, but it
is to get n morec solid faith by knowing the factse
We ought to take the approach of Anselm: "For,
indeed, I do not seck to understand in order that
I may believe, but I believe in order that I may
understnnd.” :

Why should one take extra courses in the gradu-—
ate school? The purpose should be to prepare one-—
self as much as possible so that one's ministry
will be thc most effective in a bewildered and

more highly educated age. All knowledge, all



technique that one might grasp is for the greater
glory of God. The motive is not to attain a de-
iree; that is only incidental and can easily be
eliminated,s The important thing is to put the
message of Christ across to the people in the most
effective and attractive manner possible. This
car only be done by thorough training,

John R. Brokhoff, '38

A SERMONETTE OF OVER-WORKED WORDS

"0 the depth of the riches both of the wisdom
and knowledge of Gode® This is no pleasant plati-
tude, but a challenging outburst which comes out
of the fullness of Paul's heart, Here the radiant
beauty of Paul's dynamic technique is clearly re—
vcaled, It is truly one of the great texts of the
Bible. Examine it carefully; it does not portray
A mere wistful, wishful longing, but it pours out
ar understanding vhich shows us the harmony which
a human spirit can feel with the divine spirit.

Paul with a pen filled with virility, strength,
and scope nover puts the cart before the horse,
never lets the tail wag the dog, but courageously
fuces every issue. So too in this passage no hypo-
critical half—truth lurks behind its lyrical, con—
templative thought. Avoid brethren any pharasaic
shallownesse And now finally in the last analysis
consider whether we too can sing in our modern

times a song so filled with an abundance of God's
love.

William J. Leifeld, '39

A MAN SENT FROM GOD

This is the season of the year vhen a young
man's fancy turns to love and the Senior seminar-
inn's thoughts turn to a call. Just recently I
read an article in a magazine which discusses
the latter subject and many of my thoughts will
b5 dravn from it.

'1
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What does a congregation seek in a man whom
they desire for their Pastor? There was once
a congregation that wnas seeking a Pastor. It
didn't object to a mature man, but its preference
was for prospects under fifty. It wanted a prea-
cher, but also one who could build up the organ-
ization, interest the young people, and produce
some improvement ‘in the finances,

There are two kinds of preachers. The first
consists of those men who put the ministry first,.
The second includes those who put the job first.
For cxample, there was a certain clerzyman vho
was well—trained, enthusiastic, tactful, vigor—
ous, " good mixer, a fair spenker, and pretty
good as a painless extractor of funds from not
too wide—open pockets. He is a "successo'

But het!d be ns much 2 success as a sales ;
manager or n real estnte broker. His d¢rong points
are points which modern business volues highly,
and for which it pays well. It would not be sur-
prising, were some corporation to make it worth
his while, if this man should desert the church
and go into business.

There are severnl variations on this general
type—the good executive, the debt raiser, the
crowd getter, the pacificator, the builder, the
organizer, and the budget balancer,

Now here is a clergyman who is the servant of
2 cnll which grips him nnd masters hime He does
all the other things the other man does, often
not quite so well, but to him they are means,
not ends.

His business is to remind men of God, not as
incidental to théir lives, but as central, and as
terribly, gloriously real., He cares for his
people becnuse they nre his charge, his responsi-—
bility and privilege; and whntever he does with
and for them he does because he agrees with his
Master about their eternal value.



A minister must first of all be a man who

- Dimself has a call from a higher source. Of
course he should have as many good points as
massible, of the mixing, organizing, money-—
raising, managing sort, but first of all he must
ve God's man.

A Church of God, no wmatter how many truly
Zhristian business men it may boast, will not be
satisfied with a religiously minded business man
as its pastors It needs a man sent from God,.

Walter R. Harrison, '38

PRACTICAL TRAINING FOR THE SEMINARIAN

In the last issue of THE SEMINARIAN there was
an article advocating the careful consideration
0of a four year course for the Seminary to provide
opportunity for practical training of the students.
1% is a thought that is characteristic of the pre—
“ ut-day feeling of the inadequaé¢y of the practical
-roining vhich a candidate of the ministry getse.
T™.ere is the thought that for the first year or so,
tt2 new minister must do a lot of unnecessary ex-—
nerimenting with his first congregntion so that he
may "find" himselfe To meet this problem, a fourth
year of training would be helpful. '

But it is altogether unlikely that much will be
done abmut such a msve for several years at least.
In the meantime we may well look about us to make
better use of whnat we have already. At the pre—
sent time, practically all of the Middlers, and a
zoodly number of the Seniors and Juniors are en—
caged in work at some congregation. Through it
¢aey are brought into contact with the situntions
they will meet when they enter the active ministry.
Tvere is provision for the reading of services,
t&aching of classes, leading of discussion groups,
yreaching, and observation. If the seminarian

mZas the most of his opportunities, he can get a
T1ir idea ~f that which he will meet himself in a

mr or 80,




It is in this field of work which we already
have access to that an immediate answer is to be
found to the plea for more practical training.

But the answer can best be found only by some
changes in the present customs governing the work
of the students in the various churches.

First of all, there is no real plan of work for
all the students. Some of us have much more chance
for valuable work than others. In some churches,
the seminarians are somewhat unnecessary additions,
The main purpose of the work in church—to give
practical guidance—is completely overlooked. A
year's work in a church will give some of us a
much better preparation than it will others.

Secondly, there is no real supervision of the
work of the seminarian, The pastor is frequently
not over—concerned about making his clurch a train—
ing school, and there is no stimulus from the out-
side to make him think of it in this light. Spe—
cifically, there is no faculty provision to super-—
vise the work of the student.

Hence, to make the most of our present setup,
and to provide the best training possible, certain
changes must be mades They indicate a fault of
the system, not of any individuals. PFirst, there
should be a set 1list of duties for the seminarian

who is working in a congregation. It will give

him a definite place. Moreover, it will tend to
equalize the opportunities of the various men who
get to different churches., Finally, it will cover
the broader aspects of church problems to take

care of the most necessary things which could be
covered in a "fourth year." This set list of
duties should consist of reading services, occas—
ional preaching, and teaching. Moreover, it

should include a careful study of the church con-—
stitution and charter; a study of the special or—
ganizations of the church such as the Young People's
and Women's societies, It should include an under-—
standing of the Every Member Visitation as it is
used; of the system of bookkeeping; of the various
committees of the church; and of the methods of
keeping the record of pastoral acts; of the technique
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of visiting the sick; and of the conduct of spec-—
ial servicese

Secondly, there must be a closer co—operation
between the faculty and the pastors of congresa—
tions employing students. The program to be cov—
2red by the student should be worked out by the
faculty and submitted to the pastor. All pastors
should be made to feel more that they have a re-
sponsibility as guide¢« Moreover, more recognition
should be given to the work of the student. It
could be elevated to the rank of an elective or a
seminar with credit given. Certainly just as much
of value would be nbtained from this work as from
some of the present coursese.

Pinally, a word may be said as to the benefits
of such training. PFirst, the student would have a
real place in the congregation he is serving.
There would be a definite course to complete.
Taere would be definite projects to work out.
Also, there would be a definite relation between
1ne pastor and the student. There would not be
the usual bewilderment as to what is expected and
vLat is not. Moreover, the placing of the work on
tne level of a course would give the student the
incentive for work and establish a definite obli-
zation.

The result would be a greater measure of prac—
tical training than is now possible. We would not
be gaining all the objectives of the "Fourth Year”
but we would be making the best of what we already

have with the hope that it will lead to something
even better. The plan involves 1little change in

the present setup, no® expense; and guarantees
something which all we seminarians want—e more
thorough traininge.

Hermann B. Miller, '38

AT THE OPFRA

There are better wvays of celebrating one's
bi-tliday than by soing to see the Civic Opera

ﬂ
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Company perform Tristan und Isolde. Four hours
of continuous sitting is enough, one might
think, to condemmn any performance, but add to
this what amounted to a battle of music between
screaming, facially—distorted, yet inaudible
sopranos and a 75 pilece conductor—goaded as-—
sembly of not—too—well—united instrumentalists
and you have—well, some call it artistry:
others—

There were, however, some remards for the
miserable patients. Betweer the merciless on-—
slaughts of the tws contending groups were in-—
terspersed a well-spaced number of mirth—pro-—

voking incidentse The first of these presented
itself in the flesh—Fing Mark vas a screams

His bellowing ranged from that which one might
expect to come from an enraged bull to that of
the same dumb creature's moaning in distresse.

The well-proportioned (bovinely speaking)
Isolde pulled a thermotic one when she, wish-—
ing to let the goblet from which she and Tris-—
tan had Just drunk the love—potion drop sound-
lessly onto the fur—covered couch, unwillingly
let it fall at precisely the wrong spot on
the couch; vith a bang and several clangs it
clattered across the floor. The entrances,
love—drunk Tristan and Isolde never flickered
an eyelash.

Aristotle advises that one be consistent
even if the object of one's consistency is in-
consistency. Admira®ly, the cast held to this
princinle; did not the pipe-player observe it
when he did not forget to fail to put his pipe
to his mouth before the music (which apparently
he vms to have been playingz) emanated from the
real player hid behind the arras?

Toward the close of the marathon the prize-
winner was enacted. Isolde had just rushed
through the gates of Tristan's Cornwall castle-—
garden to the side of her dying lover. To bar
those who were closely following her, the trusty
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side—¥ick of Tristan laboredly, painfully
rolled an irmense boulder and an even larger log
against the gates« Did that hinder King Markand
Helot? Not in the least. The King stvung open
the gates in the wrong direction and with a well
aimed boot here and there scattered the (papier
mache) rock and log like dandelion seed in the
wind.

Much may be said about the merits of opera
in general; little may be said about the burl-—-
esque we say.

Titus R. Scholl, '38 *

YOUR PAPER

Thus far THE SEMINARIAN has been financed by
the "Miscellaneous" fund of the student budgete
At the coming student—body meeting, however, the
staff intends to propose some other more permanent
means of paying for the paper—either, probably,
by personal subscriptions to the paper, or by a
rezular allowacce in the budgete.

THE SEMINARIAN is a student—paid paper. There-—
fore it is free of charge to members of the student=
bodye We make exception to this in the case of the

members of the Yaculty. All others may buy copies
at five cents each.



