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OLD TESTAMENT PID'..ACHING 

I have !1eard the remark from more than one 
contempornry divine that it is very aifficult to 
prench on Old Testament texts, And all of us in 
this present ;_:eneration have probably noted the 
result of that fact in Lutheran pulpits. �ither 
r,e have heard very f e", Old Tes tarnen t sermons, and 
ourselves preached less than we had heard from 
others, or else we have heard a good many that 
had better not been preached. 

:But it �as not always so. To the Apostolic 
Church there was but nne Scriptural source for 
texts: the Old Testament. It alone was the Bible 
from urbich our Lord adduced the l)roofs of His 
Messi�1ship on t'1e 1Thnmaus road, as also it nlone 
bad provided the "'Tord by which He lived as Man, 
And so likewise nith the Apostles. The Old Tes
tament's "more sure ti'Ord of prophecy" 'Vas basic 
both to their own faith and to their instruction 
of others. The Old Testament meant more, it 
would seem, than even their Ol'fD experience of 
disciple$hip �-ri th Jesus J They who had actually 
walked vrith Christ and heerd His voice on the 
mount'lin, yet searched tl1e Scriptures, the Old 
Testament Scriptures, for the revelation of God's 
1'J'ordJ Although St. John "rote of whnt he had 
himself seen and handled of the �ord of Life, he 
remembered to record Christ 1 s biddin�, "Search 
the Scripturt?s.,,they are they which testify of 
me. 11 Al t�lO'llE:;h the .Apostle PA.ul had his GospPl 
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not from men but b�.r the revelation of Christ Jesus, 
lle admonished Timot:hy to "give heed to readin6, 11 
nheir texts •ere primarily Old Testrunent texts, -

Luther �as Rn Apostolic and Evangelistic 
prellcher anc- teacher chiefl�• on the basis of the 
Old Testament too. Scan �is collected �orks in the 
tibrtuy ana. note ho mnny thousands of pa6es more 
are dev,,ted to Old Testament exegesis than to Fe.,, 
The proportion is about ei_:ut to three. Of course 
these ..,orks reflect his UnivPrsity lectures rat:1er 
than his pulpit preparations. But it nas clearl!' 
the Old Testament on hich the bulk of Luther t s 
Biblic£1.l stuaying t'!f\S done. Perhc1ps this '\7as cirn
ply a division of l�bor �ith Melanchthon. The 
proportion of Melanchthon 1 s exebetical lectures is 
about ei�ht to one in favor �f the Fe" Testgment. 
Be that as it may, and ac'mittine; that Luther's ser
mon!> �d postils nere overnhelmin.;ly on the Weu 
Testament. it is none thi:> less sit:,-nificrmt the t 1.1e 
put in so much time r>nd effort on the 'books of t�1e 
Old, 

Our United Lutheran Churca. hor1ever, lu\s de
clined in Old Test,..,ment scholarship 'Uld. interest, 
especi,lly in the -p."st tno ;enerctions, ·r:,ny of the 
tomes from C.P.Y.r�uth 1 s oribinal librnry ryhich no� 
5atber dust upon the shelves Dll TTintcr (they are 
taken dom1 and cleA.Ded in the summer) benr .-,itness 
at once to his enthusiasm for studies in this field 
and to our a-pnthr. \ number of men from l't, Ury 
have made their mark in the vcademic �orld Ps 
Semitists, it is true. And �e have c1 reput�tion as 
a Seminary nhere Hebre� is '\7ell elected, as comp�red 
nith other institutions. and large opportunities 
offered even the fen who become advanced students, 
But nhat has our Church produced? No Old Testrunent 
convnentnries, nnd less and less preaching on Old 
Testrunent texts, or even illustrntions from Old 
Test:unent literAture. Mhere is the Old Testament 
equiv�lent to the t"elve�olume set of commentnries 
on the lTe ... Testament "hich H, E� JD cobs ed1 ted in 
1895-987 Or even to the one-volume }Te..- Testament 
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Commentar�• edited by B. C. Ulerr{m in 19�)6? Ano horr 
about this matter of the difficulty ancl conseouent 
diminishin,: of Old Test�ment preaching? 

:l'>u I submit that the sum totfll ef feet of the 
Chu.rc:i's preac'1in; must be the proclama�ion of 
Christ rs Gospel. That ..,as the glor;' of the Apos
tolic and RefnrmAtion preachers. Nory each of those 
ages hed its OT"111 method of utilizinc: the Old Tes
tament for ev.,..,ngelicnl -preachin;. Ancl our day has 
tl1e rneth0d of m0dern exe.;esis. That method CAlls 
upon us to treRil ni th bated bre"lth t:1e same dust�• 
,-alilean road,.,a�,. "It c:irist 1 s side, ,,hicl1 the TTon
aerin� disciples trod, to live the same kind of 
lab)rious drys end ni_;hts of stua�, and prayer that 
Luther once lived. "But more, it requires th.8t ,,e 
sh"lll satisfy the mnd.ern m0oa 0f scientific think
in.; in ;1istorical investi;ation, the mood of cri
ticism� For unlike the Apostolic and Reform,"ltion 
a,;es in their sinple piet;•, ours can see in the 
Old Teste1ment only an incl irect connection nith 
C.irist I s sEivin:,; Gospel. Tn i�nore this is to be 
forced to alle:;ririze. And to be stumped by it is 
t0 !1ave to cut out the ...,hile Hinterland of the 
:;,s-pel. ( T�1e term is '1eor ;e itd.-un Smith's in l1is 
'Seec:ic>r Lectures, 111-:odern Criticism and tl1e Preacl1-
in.; of tlic Old Testrunent, 11 fl book I nould he11rtil!' 
reconirnena .• ) 

D0r.11 t!1rou__;h thrit Hinterland flo':'s tiie strerun 
of divine brAce •··hich issues finally in the iTeu 
Testament, But the strcnm lwd �ell-nibh run dry in 
the l�st fe� centuries before Christ's comin�. Hou 
can ne explDin its flol')din!,; in the 11-ospel, full to 
ovcrfloryin�·, except by recnllin; that f�r off at 
its fullness, God had been rnininb? To seek 6ut 
the Old Test�mcnt sources of the Gospel and trace 
their tortuous �ays, is, indeed, a difficult t�st, 
but one �f the �reatest importnnc� to tho preRChcr 
of the Gospel todny. 

C11arles H. Cooper, 1 33 
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I hnve just retuJ.ned to my room from a visit 
to n Professor's home, It was my first meetin:, tnth 
a Professor of Ht, Airy, .And noyr I have been a 
student here for almost three ye�rs. I am elated 
over this visit, because I came to lmon that Pro
fessor noi only as a -preacher and teac:1er, but also 
as -:i Christian �entlemen and sympathetic friend, 1 

left his home enriched in th,t he crilled my atten
tion to a particular �rinkle in my -person�lity t'!lat 
needed str:-iii;htening, So im-pressed T'J'"'IS I from this 
first visi:t t�1..,t, rel'lizin6 ,-ihat I and oth,-·rs nere 
are missing b�· not 5ettin� to knot-, our Faculty out
si1e of the classro0m, I •-rns com-pelled ti"\ brin" 
your attention to this factor of student life that 
is so terribly ne�lected. 

If an;rone of us t7Ould tDl:e a f e..., moments to 
t:1ink over the years in College and HL,-h School, 
he ,;ould see th., t nhat is outs tan din.; in his mind 
is n0t the subjects tau,;l1t but tho p�rsonalities 
who tAUf;:1.t them. Fe ma:,• have fori;.:otten all :1e once 
heard in the lee tures, but the -po,..,er of the nerson
ali ty "ilich ins-pired, ur;ed, -provoked him to deeper 
thou.;ht ;rill never be forgotten. In Colle_;e ne bad 
the varif'JU.s freternities nhere the o-pportunity to 
come into close contact ryi th the Professors ,..,., s 
presented t0 the Students, It may be fo0lish to 
join a varict�, of clubs, but the fool will never re
gret the intimate associations with �re.,ter minds 
than his ow. It is needles,; to elaborate upon the 
valuos of such contacts; they are obvious, 

Tne Seminary has disillusioned me in one re
spect and thnt is my one lament. 111hile in College 
Ht. 4.iry Alumni told me that here I ,1ould find 
closer relations ,1ith the Faculty than at Colle, ·c, 
that a Professor nas appointed to each man "ho 
visited you in your room and ,·,ith ,1hom you could 
talc �ver your problems� My fir3t analo�ous ex
p�ricnce to tl1ese promises I just montif'lnl"d nbovo, 
I hr•lievc tb.::\t e'l.ch of us "'ho is so0n �oin · into tt.e ( 
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ministry, needs ;ind desires to !::norr men uho have had 
experiences in the field, Our Fticult:'.1, of course, 
is composed of men �ho 1rc outstandin6 and excep
tional.among our Lutheran clergy, Therefore, their 
couns0l, sug£;estions, nnd personal interest fire the 
more vPluable. 

I realize that attempts have been made to 
• vns'1er this need, but thoy have been, benerally 

s-peakin&, failures. Last :rear ne had a tea nor, and 
then, but this rra.s not supported because it 11as not 

,.. a m11n' s business, "o do have an occasional party, 
but here the best one can do is to make a round
robin, spendin,; f1 fe,., minutes \•,i th each Professor, 
The no11 Practical Seminar ,1as promisin�, but its 
fault lies r,ithin its formality and class-like 
style, PerhAps my s�sestion is not original, I 
su,s6est thPt one Professor hold an open house once 
a ryeek at his home, and that a different Professor 
conduct it ench ,,.eek, It should not be held in 
Graduate Hnll or in the Library, but in the home 
,1here the informal and friendly fltmosphere ,.,ill 
produce heart-to-he[lrt cha.ts. The subjects to be 
discussed mi.;ht be similflr to those voiced Pt the 
Pr11etical Seminar, Since the Students nould not ex
pect refreshments, no charge should be levied, 
Attendnnce should be optional, Students nt such an 
Open House should feel that they may stRy just so 
lon5 a� their free time ponnits. Of course, no one 
�ould romPin beyond R proper limit. Such a mcetin,; 
each TTeelc l"IOUld not only brin:; us closer t0 the Fc1c
ulty but ,,ould even brin.; the Students into n closer 
fell0\1Ship. 

The first Semester is �bout over; not many 
neo!cs of this year remain-not many to build up n 
mmn friendship and close unclcrst.'.1.Dding nitll n Fac
ul tyc Yet, there is still � chance to do somcthin�. 
by nhomever ryill truce the initiative-the Faculty or 
Student Boay. I sny, it is almost three yc,rs 8nd 
I h:we 1md only one friendly chnt rrith n Professor • 
.ls I lool: b3.ck over the three ycnrs l"t the Sominnry, 
my one lrunent is-11Fncul ty, I !0101.1 you fls Te"'.chcrs 
only, not as men, 11 John R. Brol:hoff, 1 38 
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FIFTY 'Yr.:ti.RS .\FTER 

Th'- F-.thor Hcy .. r l"ission:lry Society hris rc.'.'cl1�d 
tho -olden -. ·c of fifty, Let us -pnusa :... f � ... minutes 
nnd �.,nsider "hether or not it has proved its rii)lt 
to exist. Of lllte. questions l1ave Rrisen in tb.e 
minds of Seminorians as to the TTOrth of F�ther He�:er, 
T:iese b.eve been voiced particularly '"'hen :;, request 
�"'S !'1Vlde for contributions to the -or1

::: nf t!1e Societ:,, 
In consioerin� such a question ,...e must first 

detennine just ..,hAt is the :i?:-ither J!eyer l'issionary 
Society, Does it hap-pen to be flny individW'l ... 110 
for one short �re,,r is at the head of i t7 Is it tho.t 
·roup of four ��ich constitutes its executive com
mittee? It is neither of these, nor is it llny class 
or 0r,mp of clnsses that might be Pttendin., ·£t, 4.iry 
at any 'Pc1,rticular time, The F'nther Reyer 'i�iSS ionDry 
Societ? is " livin.; tradition constitutin..; ever�' mrui 
-ho has P."Ssed tnrou.;h the doors of }'t. Ur:,, into 
t e .... ..,r,: nf the bospel ministry. Fello,... students, 
!'l"lU bel 1n to tJ1:it army of the servrints of C.1rist 
-n" cnll Vt, Ur.r their Umn 1·..,ter. A.s such, "'l'ld 
for no other re;"lson it is ;1our duty to support :':-thcr 
He�•er M� to see tn it th"'t it -prnves its ... orth. 

tro--ever, n further nnsrrer is needed, s, -~e111 
turn bec1: A fe- -po. .;es of the , ears ;one b!' t., see 
-~hnt �ntl:er He"er hns Pccnrrmlished. 

The p�rrunount <'chievement hns bt'en tl1"t for 
these fift!' :reors it l1as 1cept ali vc wnon · the ?--cult!· 
and the Student :ao�• the zenl for i'issions. but t:1c;· 
.:!'nrei,_;n. Home or Inner ;•issior1s. l�en of :Tnt:1cr lJc�cr 
are scrvin · nbroad ns mission0rics rincl nt lv,me on t, e 
13nard of r'orcibn l·issions. 

In earlier d1'�•s it -rs the ff'thcr Hoyer S ncfoty 
th,'lt tool: core of student ."\sc;it.:nments ti) churches 
�1ere in Philc:>delphio. The v�lue of tl1,t ,�ork ,�l's 
shn"'711 �hen the Scminnry nuthori tics too1: it over. 
It .... ns t!lc Fot�1er Heyer Snciety thnt sent rcproscn
toti v�s from Ft. 4iry to thv Student Voluntc-cr Con
vcntil)ns 'Uld ot:hcr student lroups. 

-
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Lnter nn the Society decided th....,t it �-:-ould like 

its influence felt in foreibn mission fields in a 
more direct ._ ... ay. Voluntarily it undertoo1

: to su-p
port a Pnrish abroad. .Ul tlwt is asked of us no..., 
to continue this nor]: is tk,t ,...e contribute $110.no 
a. �•e1.rc This is not a h11oe sum, find if ench student 
·.1ould contribute :�2.00 the •,,l)rk ·-ould be �·ell cared 
for. Unfortunately, this "eAr, only half of our 
students have seen fit to pled.c;e, and if it -:-eren 1 t 

• for the continued interest of the members of the 
i J'acultr, Pvther Heyer ,�ould not be able to meet its 

just obli.;_;11tinns. Fello··• students, this is your 
project. Your support is neec�ed. Hnke :•our pledi:;e 
todA.�', 

... 

\bout seven ·,e..,rs n.;n men 0f :�t. Airy, fired 
-rit� zenl fnr missions, felt thJt still more crruld 
be d0ne, nnd ;-i "Life ! embershi'p 11 crurrpaibn ,;:-as 
st:irted, Grad:urites offered to contribute :10.00 or 
more e.:i.cl1, so th,..,t 0 fund mii;ht be established, the 
interest of -hich -ould sup-port a mission�ry. One 
thous1.nd dollflrs --ris contributed :md invested in 
-rh'1.t ···ere , .... t 011e time souna securities. but ulonb 

�,ith ot:1er thinbs, the ;",t�1er Heyer bond clro-pped 
one h"'l.lf in vfllue, The -present executive corrani ttee 
is hopin� to reinvest ;-ind recu-per1.te our lost se
curities c But, the 11Life Hembership" drive is n0t 
over. Shortl:1, letters -ill bo out to the Alumni 
:1nd to j'()U also, -hen you br,du.nte, askin.; for your 
support to this cnusec The aim ilas been sli.;htly 
cb.an.;ed for tr.is -project. This money ,-:,ill be ,;iven 
to the Boord of �orei0n �issions to build u school 
or hospitnl or some such -permanent structure th...-,t 
is needed. �e sh,11 build it1 And in buildin; it 
benr ...,ituess to our Church in Indiri thnt the spirit 
of "!rather" Beyer is not deadc 

The future of Father Heyer rests in your hands, 
Horses cnn be led to ,,nter but they can It be m.,de 
to drin'::. This yer,r several evenini; meetinbs ,.,ere 
held TJ"�1ich , ·ere -poorly at tended considering the 
size of our student boay. Attempts have been made 
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to start student discussion or round table mission 

roups. These h�ve not been met �1th the desired 
enthusi"sm. Tbe executive c ommittee hRs attemptea 
to stirnul"'lte interest in mission ..-ork b:' brin ·in.; 
speolcers to the chnpel service, nnd nor ur�es you . 
to lend !'our he:irtiest support to an important or1:, 

In thinldn.; Elbout FPther Heyer think not of the 
society but of your relation to it. H�s thnt been 
vital. or hnve you in indifference P"Ssed b�, n 
.... 0rth�hlle opportunity? F�ther Heyer hc"s proved 
its north over � period 0f fifty years. \re vou r ti oin6 ;-our part? 

�al te r  R. H:irrison , t 39 

MISSIO}l :BOARD SURVE.Y "'OBK 

Knocl:--:To oc 1:-Kn ocl: 
"';very time my !-:nuc!:les .;r,ve ,...ny tn  this frun

ili�r tune m;• mind ro.s full 0f l'lnticip."'l.tory ques
t ions : '�ho -111 ;"'nsncr tne 1::nocl:? ..,ill it bo t.10 
lndy of the �ouse or rill it be her husb�n�? Por
hops it mi;ht be a boy or n birl.  -111 I �et " 
-... rm receiption, ,')r • ill ri cold and cuttin; response 
end ... ith the do0r slmnmed in my f"\Cc? ... ill the per
son be _;lnd ( for some nre) to tal!: 'lbout reli ;ious 
nffilbtions nr ,-·ill ho tell me th"t it is none of 
m�· business? These :-,re D fe·-· of the questions tlr•t 
flooded � mind ev�r�· time I !::nockcd :,t someone I s 
tloor. It is out of t!1reo months of such ,..,or1

: �ith 
tho :So,rd of t\mcrican :'issions thf)t one be;ins to 
sec the ntti tudes of rwny of our people to.-•,rds 
the Church, ond hc:ir the excuses .... hich m,ny people 
offer in "ttomptin.; to justify their nc.;lcct of 
church 'lttendnnce. 

It is in the lor.;e cities th�t one cuts �cross 
tho life of all typos of people. Herc on ;�ts 
varied and frnnl: expressions of opinion re �rdinb 
t:1e church, for the�, do not 1-::no,... they " re ::.pc�:in; 
t� � scmin"ry student, 

-



-
I 

.. 

-9-
Hnny people .... horn I visited in apartment houses 

h:-tve lit tle care for the church, They ,...ent to live 
secluded from the interference •·ith rihat the? deem 
the e::...-pre s s ion of the ir 1 i berty nna the leac'l in.; 0f 
their o,...n lives . :rot  a fe.- lmve had church con
tacts Rnd affiliations , but t11ey nre franl: in ed
mi ttin; thP t they �re no lon ·er nct ive members . 
�spec ially is this true of our Prntestant broups 
to -�1om ne.;;lect of church attendance is less cl is
turbin,; tllnn to t:i:1ose "ho are membt">rs of the RotnEln 
Cntaolic Church, 

Often there :-, re childre.i in a famil;· •,ho are 
made t0 berir .-hat seems to be thou.;ht of ns 11 the 
brunt of rel ibion. 11 More thnn one person has an

mitted th0 t he c'l oes not ,;o to churc}1 any lon.;er 
but that ti.1e children c;;o to Sund:1y School , People 
seem to thin1: that . the children can e:irn reli.;ious 
merit for the entire frtmil;r. They do not refllize 
that,  b" the ir o.-.n example , they are tell in,; the 
childre.i in the loudest terms that the church is 
all ri.)1t for them as children but th,it the;· -ill 
hove l ittle use for the church ns adults . One 
-:-,ond.er� just  :.o-· many of those cldldren ·-ho no.., 
;o tn churcD because mother and father send them 
have ,1re:1di· f"lrmed opinions r>s to 1.;hat the�- -ill 
do ·-lien tl1ey ..:et older. Happily, there is ruiother 
side to ti.1e picture, In man�, cases "7here there 
are child ren there is a �reater pos s ibility of 
both 1)c1rents and children attendin0 Sund<1y School 
and Cl1urch. In more ,...ays than one children are 
the me:ins of �ettin� parents into church, for fe,... 
parents reject the responsibility of developin; � 
Christian chnracter in their chilcl ren, 

In a lc1rc;;e c it:r there is more l il:elihood of 
findin..; your eyes bl inkin · rnpidly at a door 
..,hich a fe,- seconds before ,_:" s open to ··ou. The 
mere ment ion of  o rel i ;i ous surve�• seems to  close 
some d0ors in n0 uncertnin terms .  ?iE'ny times it 
is impos s ible to intervie� the lvdy of the ilousc, 
(nl tho1.1oh !'OU h:=ive in ref'li ty just seen her lnd;•
shiu scnmt>er from the room) for the maid informs 
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.. ou th,-:i.t she is nl"lt ;it  home ( To as!: .., rnrid rinr 

�uestions conc�rnin� the rel ibious affilintion of 

tho farnil�r is usu.".lly futile . Ho-·ever , t;i re , re 
man" coses .-here tho people c o-oper'l te -111 in;:;l ·•, 

" iT::i.turnlly most of our informflt ion C'Ulle from 
the lndics , for it is to be expec ted th"'t t�e men 
nrc nt ,...or!-::. In ri fe ... cnsos t;ie mrm ... ould come to 
tho door. "bile tbere ·-ere "' fe- -i10 ·-ould quic�
ly bi ve the des ired inf o:rm"t ion , the mnjorit�· soon 
had mo ans':"'Crin; so m"D�' questions th"1t I -os in 
doubt c1s to ,;rho -ns tnl:inb the c ensus . /}encrnlly 
it -"s more difficult to ;et t�e des ired inform"
t ion from the m"n th'Ul from the l::idy of �he house. 

Does this s ound to vou l ike !'I discourllt,;in · 
t:,sk? nen you h:we been sent t0  " t o--n to  �:c 
tho survct .:,nd the chief of pol ice forbil'i s �•ou 
from doinb so �•ou mi�t bec omP d iscour ·ed. rien 
s re"t number of people refuse you inform"tion 
or s1:un doors :·ou m..'1y ,;-rish the d:i:: -ere over , but 
reall�• these occurrences £'re merely detnils mx:
inc: up the bac1;;round ()f nn intcrestinb picture, 

Ono h"s the opportunity t o  sec the Lut1·r-m 
Church at '"'Or1

: be�•ond Pennsrl vanir and :-c-- Yorl:, 
It is ... hen one se..,s the l�issouri Luthcrns , t3e 
•. ornebian Luthcrnns , the \mcric"'n Luthcr"ns , :1nd 
the United Lutl1cron Church .,.,or�:inb side b�- s ide 
( cv�n thOUc;h in opposite cnnrps ' in our United 
States th"t the study of tht Luthcr:m Church in 
America 'cecomcs more than just n scmin".ry oloc tivo 
course ,  

I t  is "hon one fnccs the people in their 
cvcryd.."\J dross thnt one ru�ll:r learns .-:1n.t ther 
think of thoir p�stors �nd expec t of them. It  is 
nhen one hcnrs countless excuses Md npolo;ics for 
the nc.;lcct of church '\ttcnd�nce t1nt ono r.::nl izcs 
hor. ��ny people roco0�izo the v�luo of the church 
but h�ve sinrply drifted from t:1c cl1urch, There is 
in iffcruncc , to be suro , but ns future p�stors �c 
mus do nll '· e c 'ln to '\rouse tho so peopl� from 
thcir l.>th-- r1;..v , -md brin0 them bac1

-: into tho :ictivo 
hris fan church, This is vnlu:iblo cxpvricncc . 
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\nd s o, to rmy of t he Hiddlers -•ho m.'ly be 
off..,rcd the opportunity to  -or1

: ,...it:. the Bo..., ra. of 
\mcric-m i'issions this sumner, mny ·�e �hn h"lve 
nlrondy •·•or}:cd · •it!l this l3o"'rd sn:• th .. ,t you c"n clo 

no )otter thnn to  bivc such rin opportun it!' !'0ur 
cnr "'ful and pr"'ycrful consia0r"'tion, 

C�1nrlcs P, Crossm"ln . 1 38 

VIG-lmT-r.s 01' HT , AIRY 

(7ditor 1 s nntc : This is the sccona of , series 
of '\rticlcs rm the his tnry 0f the somin"lry 
;ro"Wlds , )  

I h�ve often r·ond0red ':"'lnt our friend, Henrr 
?folchior Huhlc·nber_;, out there on the l ,'1 .. '!l ,  �ould 
::i.:we sn.id in 1917, -hen he ...,"s so c:1rcfully pl�ced 
on soil -rhcre t:!.1crc once existed ..., :fine school for 
J'renc!'lmcn « I li.,vc often -onderod , �•i th some 
lit tle .;lco, •··:1..., t  some of 0ur r...,bid P"lcifistic 
bret:1ren in the Studcn t :Body ,�oula thin1: of tl1is 
site of our Scminnry, upon -hich existed one of 
th..) best � :no·-n �7ilit"'ry Schonls in tho country in 
its t ime. Or "unin, s nm0 of l1Ur friends from up
cou.,try rnit_;ht open tl10ir eyes to lc ...,rn th...,t ;rt. 
\iry. ,"lt one t ime �"'s 1:no..-n only for its  fine 
C "ltholic scho,..,l . . ... ell, .--.1 1  of t;,.:,s'- tl1inbs "lrc 
true. The soil is certn. inly '\ mixture.. M"'j' it 
,1.lso broodcn our outloo1:: upon the ·-orld nbt')ut us. 

In the mornin.; cd it ion of tl10 iurorn., J"'n
u,ry 29 , 1807 , one mii;ht ... ell h.,ve rc"a nbout the 
opcnin, · of n ne- schonl in Philricl.clphin. Rov e 

-,.r"Ulcis Xe :Brosius S .J. ,  ..., schol:1r ,�cll�o-n in 
t:1Jse p...,r ts , hnd bc0n ur.;0d by �1is friends to  
op..-m " scl1nol ·-hero s tud ents could be t��1t his
tory, .;oobr,"\phy, m"\th,-im'\ tics :md tne l"\n0u."'-ocs, 
but t,10 prcdnmin.-mt lnn .,:u.1.t;;," 7.'"S tn be Fr.:-nch. 
T!1e University of '1-gttin.;cn, but 11."d volunto.:-r�c. 



-12-
his scrvic0s " S  " mission"'ry priest  to \mcric".  
In 1792 he set out for Boston accompanyin� the 
Rus� ian Prince-Priest Gallitzen in response to � 
proniae Tl\.�de to the latter ' s  m"ther ,  In his wan
derin �s �bout from one Catholic  stat ion to  the 
next, 13rl)sius constantl" crune upon Frenchmen, his 
fellow countrymen ,  Mel. he was much stricken nith 
their pli";ht,  !4any �ere refugees from the ir 011fl1 

country, during that rei ;n  of terror VJhich c rove 
the nobility into forced exile.  There were few 
men who 1ere so qu.�lified to care for the children 
of these refu5ees �s Father Bros ius , and in re
sponse to many reouests ,  he dec ided to found a 
Semin�rium, He secured for thi s  purpose "a 
beautiful �1ouse , called Mt • .Ury, about ei �:1t 
miles frl)m lft , 4.iry, which for healt11fulness ti.nd 
s itu."'tion cannot well be surpfl.s sed, 1 1  Pere in Ht, 

iry, the fonner resir-ence of Jud;e �llen , stand
in•· on the street , in front of the l)resent '}nyyen 
builrl in; , the Haunt Hry Seminary was born in 
April , 1807. Perhnps it would be 'Mell for us of 
this 'eneration to  refer to our �resent Seminary 
as the Phil�delp�in Seminary, for othenrise nne 
mif:ht YJell nsli:: if any Seminary could clIBn ·e from 
a French fliwor to a German flavor in a sin:le 
century. Eo• l on� Father Bros ius ' school wns in 
full swin� e don ' t  blo�. It seems to be nne of 
those enterprises l'hich is loudly heralded ,  and 
t,1en quickl:• passes into a mis t ,  and is lost to  
vien, -\t any rnte , l'hen in 1815 , the mist rises , 
"e find Brosius in Bl')ston, publishin · his "orl: ,n 
A NeTI and Conc ise Method of Findinr the Lrttitude 
by Double Lat itudes  of the Sun. Brosius later be-
came the Priest of the old historical Cone�o�o 
Chapel , �nich today is one of the most interestin 
landmarks in our state. Tl1ere , in the cemetery, 
near the city of Hmover, is  the grave of this 
learned Jecuit, 

Amon · the French nobles who flea from their 
nlltive co11ntry at the time of  the Revolution , 
?ICrc tv,o men 1'ho undertook to  tal".e over the 
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property at  Ht, Airy, and continue the teacldng of 
French, mathematics and science on A lar;�er scale, 
One of them V1as a certain Mr. :Bouchard. '1'1b.en he 
arrived in this land ,'!here the fear of detection 
was n11 lonrer present, he t ook back h is old sur
name--£0umfort.  His nartner "'las a certain Hr. 
Constrint who in 1813 tool-:: over the entire mana ;ement 
of the school. In his faculty were two men who 
later mad e  names for themselves. John A. �uitman, 
the Professor of lln�lish, later became a IJ.ener�l in 
tl1e C ivil rr.-ir . nnc1 t:1en Governor of M11.ssachusetts. 
CoL 1 ,  L. Roumf0rt, tl1e J:-i.thema tics Professor 
from 1818-1826 \"7As the son of the found er of this 
ne,,. sci.1oril �en he ryas seven years of age , his 
f:unily nas driven out of Frru1ce and came to this 
country. �nun$ Roumfort ,  al t!10�1. always somewhat 
Frencl1 in all his mannerisms, became Americanized 
very s?on. Ee 11'\s €;raduated from "est Point in 
1819. In 1826, Rournfort -purc:1ased the scho-:>l from 
Const�nt ana shifte� its emphasis from the French 
lan :,"U.e__;e t o  his 0wn department of Mt1thematics. It 
became tl1e American Classical and Hilitary Lyceum. 
The ne\1 orgruiization was based on that at i'Test 
Point, for its avowed purpose was t o  prepare men 
for �es t  Point .  The classics were left out of the 
curriculum entirely, ana mathematics and engineer-
in; became the m.qjor points of interest  with a 
minor in French. Courses in navigation , tri:onom
etry ann naut ical astronomy were offereo for those 
r1ho \Vi shed to  train for t11e navy--a clear survival 
from the dnys of Bros ius. The importance �iven 
to t.1e tenching of French and the Romance lan
gua�es broU&ht many students from tho �est Indies 
and the Southern States to  this Hilitary Lyceum. 
Mt e �iry College ��s k:n own as a high-class school. 
Its 150 pupils Tiere from the best  classes. The 
hau;hty attitude 0f these hi�h-�orn s tudents to
wards the plain country-folk of Germant o,m oc
cas ionecl many a lively fiR"ht bet,"'een ToTffi and 
Go,·m , The people of Germanto\·,n rcciprocatea in 
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tht'ir dislil::c of these 1 Spanish "'n� French ·entry, ,  
nnd they took every l"ICcasion t o  -put them in t'ileir 
proper pl.,ce , 

The students viore a uniform ·r'-'ly in '"inter, 
� v,hite in the summer, T:1eir ue.,ds ..,ere c overed ,lifo 

CO'T)S f)f blacl: le:-i.ther r-ri t_1 t1 'oell c ro,m some seven 
inches hi.;h, u-pon ,.,l1ose surnmi t ,-.as a coc1-=ade ni t,1 fl 

yellon e;, ;le, They ,-.ere c1 prett�· si.Fnt on Sund�;rs, 
nhen in ':lrderl:, fashion t!1ev m arcaed from i't, Hr/ 
tn  St, Luke ' s  :i}piscopal C�urc h  in 1ermantonn, 
�piscopali.,ns they must be, fo r Col. Roumfort l im
self "as a member of this con..;reg.Ation, 

T:1e Colonel �as hi;hly fe�red .Ana res�ected 
runon� the student bo �-. According to all eccounts 
he nas very lar ·e nnd c orrespondin0ly hano some, 
,"I.no ,.,as ensily toe leader of the faculty, T11ere 
seem to llAve been seven instructors at first, "'nd 
then an ndiied n umber as the scbnnl gre,..,, Tui ti·)n 
rr1s '.250 a ''eflr,  This amount covered board, '1ash-
in �, mendin�, fuel , and lib�ts , 1 

It iG hard to believe t11:-1.t on these verv 
f;rounds General 13-eorse f}, Eea.de o f  Gett,,sbur;, 
�enPr"'l Benureg�rd of Fort Sumte r  f�me, flnd �d
mirAl '91.l?ont received tneir first militArv train
ing. Ot.1er students of note ...,ere James S, Biddle, 
c �nstant Guillou and Rev, Dr , F, �. Conrad, later 
the editor of the Lutheran Observer, In 1834-35 
the sc:1001 received a blorr, nhen President J"l.c':son 
appointed its 11eaa Superintendent of ·nitary 
Stores iu Philadelphia. Roumfort c l �sed the 
school and sold t11e -propert�, to a t'r. Ro ·ers, 
...,hile he devotec'l t .. e rest of his life to politics, 
He rapidl�r rose to a -position in the Pennsylvanici 
State LP •·islAture and then "as elected 'ayor of 
Harrisbur ;.  Dur in� part of this time , he -;Eis foe 
Superintendent of the Pennsylvanin Rflilroad, nnd 
IIeaa. of the Bridesbur · Arsenal . He died an�. nos 
buriea in H"lrrisbur · in 1878. As .-1th old Jud•_e 
Allen , our only remincl er todav to �1is connection 
....,ith •�t. \iry is the street .-:1icl, be:irs l1is n<ime 
-Rournfort 'qoad, 

-
' 

"" 
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Tl1e res idence ,-,hi ch as t:1e mans ion of .Tud.ge 
Ulen had been the sho•·rplace of the sect ion ..,c\S 

no""T in need of re-pair . "i!ven a finely built :1ouse 
must ;·� ·,e •··ry before tl1e tricl,:ery and everyday 
rasc"l.lit�, "'f adolescent boys , And s o ,  . fr, Ro ..;ers 
in lB�S after usin� the building as � summer resi
dence for ten :'ec\rs sold Mt . Ury to ti.1e G-o.-.en 
famil�', Of the h1ter histrory of t:1e -prO-pE-rt�, ,...,e 
-rril1 s-peal: l2ter, EI10u.gh he-is  been said to call 
to our minds the many scenes .,...hich lwve been en
c1cted .1ere . Let us hope thri t our O'""n instituti0n, 
rrhic:1 is foremost  in our mind s todo.y, may not some 
d::iy s l i-p into the mist s  of the pclst and cause snme 
-p_oor ,-.ri ter -inot:1er :1eadache , rrhich is bound to 
result from se-parflt inf t ruth from m?t::iical tradi
tion, 

Henrr �, Forn , 1 36 

EDITOR I S 110TE 

The staff hopes the Hare� number of 
the Seminc1riPn Y1ill carry a full discus sinn by 
our reRtlers of the problem presented in the 
editorial "'n the folloTTing pa;e , 
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EDITORIAL 

7 

The s tf'lff see::: in the flrt icle , 11A L"ment , n 
nppe�rin� in this SeminariPn tae rfli � in0 of a 
t imel:' issue , '"' e  hope that tl1is article ... ill nit 
represent thP fin"l decision on this problem, but 
expect t�1.0t it ... ill st imt.J.Ate mnre thou.;-!1t nlon 
this l ine. To further that ena , the follo ... in� 
ouesti�ns are proposen : 

1 ,  ""oot bes ife the difference in sutjects 
s tuaied shoula. m"l:e � theolo icl'l  semin�ry dif- ,. 
f erent from Fm,,tl1er _.r."dU.."te sc.10,..,l? 

2. ""h.'lt !r,s the ff'lcul ty a ri:;ht to expect 
from the students? 

3, ,.,,hat dr,es the s tur ent e:x-pect from a pro
fessor? 

a) Teacher,  
1 ,  Kno· .. lec &e nf fact s  and their cor

rec t interore t" t ion, 
2 .  l�ethod::; "f s tud:·, 

b) Pro-p:1e t .  
1 ,  Inspir� t ion and s t imulation, 
2. ImpartPtion b .. c ontri ·ion f o. 

s tron5 faith. 
c )  Pnstnr ,  

1 ,  rel--p in m etin_; pr"blems , 
2. �nther Confessor,  
3, 'By :iis example le rnin · -h t t e 

Christ ian l ife i s ,  
d )  Friend, 

.t!, ""T11ic'h relat ions ore t:1e m""lst des irnole? 
'""hic:1 are tl1e more fruitful in producin · conse
c rated pc1st,rs? 

3 . In r,!��t --phases of these s tudent-faculty 
relntions d o  .-.e feel the 0re;1 test  ,...ex::ness? 

6, If r,e Are not satisfied �itt some nf the 
relati0ns , ho� much of the fnult lies rith the 
facultv? P.oTT muc::.i rrit'1 the students? 

7 ,  'l"Tlmt spec ific remedies do ·.··e su..g ost to 
attack t�e problem 1n all fronts ?  


