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TO THE JUNIORS

The steps of Seminary life are comparable
to the proverbial three points of a sermon:
Introduction, body, conclusion. It is needless
to say that as we pause briefly upon the third
step, we look with interest at those wio are
mounting the first step and have resolved to
follow us. We are proud to have you with us;
and we promise that if we can make the first
step a little easier, a little more pleasant,
or a little more vital, we will strive with .. %
all our hearts to do so.

We are aware of the fact that you will be
facing the same problems, the saine anxieties,
and the same joys that we have faced. And in
sharing them with you we have a bonl) which will
.make us not onuly nerpetual friends, but also
brothers in the greatest endeavor of mankind:
the Ministry of our Lord.

Thus we say to you, "Welcome to Mount
Airy. May our brief year together be long re-

membered, and our lives better because we have
known one another."

-Floyd Paules
000

The Middle Class is glad of this oppor-
tunity to welcome the Juniors formally to Mt.
Ainy's campus. Already, we hope, you have
felt this welcome being informally extended to
you, in class, in the dormitories, ir fthe re-
fectory, wherever we have come into contact
with each other.

( But rather than as "Juniors" we w&lcome
you .as the newest members of the Seminary
family. Class Distinctions have little meanlng
among us here, We are rc¢ally one, in spint,
in puxpose, and this unique character of our
group 8ransccnds the traditional demarcations -
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of class authority.  Unconsciously, perhaps,
'you are already finding yourselves an integ-
ral part of this group, not one part among
three. And that is as it should be. Like
Dumms' Three Musketeers," we three classes
are indissolubly bound together through a
Leader. With Him as our Head we are a unitec
body of His followers.

This fact comes to us especizlly forci-
bly at the present time. For this year the
United Lutheran Church in America, on the
threshold of its third decade, is rededicnt-
ing itself to the ideal of its orgrniz-rs:
unity. What could be more fitting than s
we, a8 a special group within that body.
should emphasize th~t idcal for ourselves
Here is our chonce to grasp thot ideal fa
bring it down to reality here 2t home, -
with that thought in our minds we extend -
you a sincere welcome to Mount Airy,

- Theodore L. Fische.

000
LUTHERANS! LOOK BACHWARDS

It is truly unfortuncte that Johonn
Sebastian Bach was not 2 Wesleyan. If Le tas
been, perhaips his music might be used in ths
Lutheran Church of today! :« As the situation
stands, Bach was a staunch Lutheran all of
his life; he dedicated all of his music prim-
arily to the glory of God; and he left to‘
posterity a heritage of the finest music eyer
conceived in the mind of mnhn. But- thereehs
only one single instance where one of Bach'e
harmonisntions is used in the Lutheran Commonr
Service Book, This is the music for the se%
ting of the Sanctus, and with these words
preceding its "ascribed to J. S. Bach.®

A complete catalogue of Bach's works has

-
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never been written, nor Probn

Even Bach himself did know the exnct )

compositions thnt he wrote, and many ?mwfvl':e;'eg:
lost in the past two hundred years. Anp approz
mate number would be over a thousand. He com.
pos}ed both secular and sacred music; the 1latte
being such diverse forms os: oratorios, hym;
cantatas, choral-preludes, passion music, and
settings for the Service. |

His contribution to music is incalculable
he was the lender of the triumvate of "B's";
Bach, Beethoven, Brahms. His s~cred musie ex-
erted much influence on Lutheran music. It .
was he who showed the richniss and color that
is our heritnge; it wns he who resurrected th
Luthern~n chorales nnd, under the mngic touch
of his gifted fingers, mmde them live; it wns
he who 1~id the found-tions for the futlure of
music in the Luthernn Churcli. Despite all of
this, however, his music is rarely used in . '
our Lutheran churches tod-:y.

The index of composers in the Common Se-
vicé Book yields some interesting and start-
ling f~rcts. Of the composers listed:. 130 are
English, 86 are Germn, 45 are American, 11
are Ancient Plnin and Folk songs, 7 are Frentl
4 are Scandinavizan, 3 are Italian, anf} 1 each
represents Holland, Bohemia, and Russia. The
rem:inder are either anonymous, or were taken
from collected hymn-tune sources.

Among individual composers: Dykes has 44.’
Wn. Monk hns 21, Gauntlett has 15, Smﬂ.rt:. and
Sulliv~n have 14, Lowell Mason hns 13 with d
Barnby, Ohl h-~s 11, ~nd more nre represente
with the English outnumbering the German.

It seems thot good Luthe;'_m r;tﬁs;g iie

i in the Luthc¢ran Church. e e
xiig;lrclgselzs of nltern~te tunes for the 2;‘,1'51}}-1
chorales, which are invarinably ~lmost clways

i ~stors are so sadly |
used! Is it thnt our pns

bly ever wiil:'be'.

»
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lacking in opprecinltion of good music? It
certainly isn't mandatory thnt we must use the
musical h2sh concocted by the Messers, Sul-
livan, Dykes, and Mason. The music2l value in

hymn written by Mason is so infinitesimnl
as to be non-existant. The tune "Martyn",
used for "Jesus, Lover of my Soul", has =
music2l vocobulnry compnr~ble to ~ first-grade
music student's idcas of h~rmony. The =~uthor
knew nothing ~bout h~rm-ny, ~nd his nesthetic
sense w2s naticenble by its ~bsence.

It seems th~t tii» Luth2ran Church hns
teer. overly infcected by tliec virus of thot sick-
ly, sentiment~l Victori-n tradition. Bnd poems
end worse music clutter up our hymn~l while the
greatest church music ever written is not even
suggested. There hove been mony wrtistic hymus
cnd melodics written for worship. Why dcn't we
lock farther Bochvnrds ta-n the Victorians ~nd
use them?

Bach's chor~le¢-preruldcs were written 2s
free 1mprov1"ﬂLiJn on hyrn-tunes ns a prelude
to the service of wurship. They =~re fitting
and devotionnl; they invoke in the «uditor the
true spirit of worship thnt is essenticl. Un-
fortunately mny € ocuvr orgmnists are not musi-
cians; their repertairns is limited to the most
elementary things. It is entirely possible to
ingist on a true maical interpretaticn of the
hymns and services; wrd it is entirely possible
to find good rmusic that will enbance the Service
and not detr~ct from it. Such music is found
in Bnrch. I invite the Lutheran Church to in-
vestigate Bach:; he is well worth hearing.

It should go without saying thnt Calvin-
istic, revivnlistic, and secular music pust not
be heard in a Lutheran church under =~ny eircum
stances. The o0ld cry- "The people won't under-
stand good music" hns no rersonnble basis., How
can people apprecinte good music if they never
hear it? Music written im a devotional 2nd
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worshipful mood will invoke thnt same mood in
the congregations. - -
Lutherans! look Bachwnrds. The music.

produced by Bach and his disciples is the finest
divinest music ever written for the worship of
God. Its like hns never been heard and probably
never will, True genius, however, c¢an not be
confined to its own age but spreads through all
ages. If we look Bachwards we will not be ene- .
mies of progress; but we will enrich the lives
of others nnd our own; we shhll be worshipping 2
God in the fulness of His Being in the Divine '
tongue of humnity which is Music!

~John A. McConomy

000

HERE WE STAND
--By Hermnnn Sasse

Fron Germnny, the land of the Reformmtion, and
the scene of the present struggle of the Luther-
an Church for its existence, there comes a stim-
ulnting and significant book, under the English
title "Here We Stand". The author, Hermann
Sasse, prominent in Church History in the Theo-
logical Fnculty in the University of Erlangen,
hos written, it mmy be said, from the field of
battle. We hnve, therefore, something like the
spirited defense one offers when under nttack,
And to our further advantage he has to a large
degree nvoided the pitfalls of working under
fire. "Here We Stand" contains few, if any,
rash or sweeping statements. Instead the book
is carefully written, and succeeds in fairly
presenting the Reformed side as well as our own
One more thing in its favor is the substantial
subject mmtter of the book, which mnkes two
rendings profitable.

The Lutheran Church beyond Germany is (or

should be) avidly interested in the church situw
ation in Germzny not only because fellow-
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churches are in danger, but Turther because in-
creasingly we shnll ourselves have to answer
the same chnllenge or question, namely, to
justify our existence. 1In rising to the ch2l-
lenge we shnll hnve to cut through our preju-
dices, misunderstandings, and vagueness, and
discover the fundamental confessional nature

of our churches. Here, Sasse steers us on the
right road by presenting a sound perspective

of the Reformation. Those who look anywhere

™ but to the Church for an explanation err, he

says. Certainly Luther's life does not ex-
plain it, nor a cultural revival, not an event
in German History. The temptation so to ex-
plain does not alone beset the layman. Having
returned to the Reformation for the origin of
the confessional nature of the Lutheran Church,
we then see clearly the Reformed Church difrexr-
entiated; and hence the impossibility of unit-
ing with her on the present basis of our confes-
sions,

The question of uniting two or three, or
all denominations into one confession has oc¢c-
cupied sincere Christians for many years.

“Would not that be the answer to those who like
to say that churches are bringing God's truth
to men, but cannot agree what that truth is",
they say. Sasse sides with unionism. But he
solemnly warns that to unite without dissolv-
ing all fundamental differences of their re-
spective churches is to betray their confes-
sion, upon which their church rests. This ex-
plains the careful consideration by Sasse of
the respective confessions of the Lutheran and
Reformed Churches.

In addition to the quality of the subject
matter contained in "Here We Stand", and its
timeliness, is the stimulating nature of the
book. When Sasse so earnestly searches for the
Revealed Truth as we believe the Lutheran
Church holds in its confessiopns, and when he



- 8-~

honestly compares the confessions and the Re-
formed and our own Church, then we are seized
with a similar earnestness. If the Lutheran
Church alone confes:es the Truth correctly how
sure the Church shculd be if such is the case.
and how steadfastiy it should strive to con-
tinue confessinrg that Truth! When we are con-
vinced that the Iutheran Church rightly con-
fesses the Truth, then we want to diligently
examine the Lutlirran Confession, appropriate
the truth in our lives, and finally nold in
our hearts by constant searchineg, iest it be-
come lost or cobscured.

Ministers, i:1 pursuing tneir continuzl
study can. only chiose a few of the many books
they would 1ike to read. In my cpinion this
is one of the "“"few", Because "Here Ve Stand”
is a significant book for bcecth layman and \
clermy, and is stimulating so that the reader
examines anew what the Revezla2d Tiyuth is, we
are ‘indected to the author and to Frofessor
Taprert of cur faculty for presenting to us
the book in Fnglish,

-Charles K. Wynkoop
000

THE PRUPHLT
-By Kahlii Gibrsn

Ciaude Bragdon says of Kahlil Gibran:
"His pocwer came Trom some great resarvoir of
spiritual life c¢ise it could not have been so
uniwercal and rotent, but the majesty and
beauty of the lancuagss with wihiich he clothes
it were all hic cwn%, Th=t is essentially a
definition of & po:t- be it a writer, a pailit-
er, a compos=Tr, or a sculptor. It is their
intensity and bheaviy in expressing what we
perhaps more dimly experience in the secrets
of our own souls, that draws us with a hidden

s :4.5_:_:_,..-& Wik ~slin

force to their crcations to admire, to rnflect.$‘

r
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and then to pray; and through it all to find a
beauty and a joy in life, which draws us an-
other step nearer God. Whose soul is so dull
as not to find a source of strength in hearing
Beethoven's Ninth Symphony or in seeing El
Greco's View of Toledo; or in experiencing a
further realization of the unity of the spirit
througn Elake's When the Morning Stars Sang
Together?

In "The Prophet" we hear nrimrily a
voice from beyond in answer to some cr=ovings
of’ our own soul =nd the dezires of our own
heart. It is this which has endeared this
little volume in the hearts of thousands in
many i2nds, and vihicli has given to mrny of us
in Americn wic cre desper tely seeking a firm
found-tinn in modern exyvaossion, ~odeeper hLiope
and joy.

The vprorhet here is Almustafa, "the chosen
and the belevedt, who is =2bout to leave the
strange city sfter a twelve yenr stay. 'Of the
time spent here, he significontly snys: "Long
were the days of prin I hnve spent within its
walls, and long were the nights of aloneness;
and who can depart from his pain and alonenegs
without regret". And then, at the request of
many in the city he speaks of those things \
which lie deep upon their hearts: On Love, On
Marriage, On Children, On Giving, etc. They
are short "proplhetical" utterances with a \
wealth of material for our joy and reflection.
I qu-*t2 but a few short passages:?

"Yhen love beckons to you follow him,

Though his ways are hard and steep.

And when his wings enfold you yeild to him,

Thuough the sword hidden among his pinions

may wound yoU......."
"Fcr even as love crowns you so shall he
crucify you. Even as he is for your
growth so is he for your pruning."

\
.
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On Giving he says in part:
"You often say, "I would give but only to
the deserving.
The trees in your orchard say not so, nor
the flocks in your pasture.
They give that they may live, for to
withhold is to perish."

On Religion he says in part:

"Who can separate his faith from his
actions, or his beliefs from his ]
occupations?

Who can spread his hours before him
saying, 'This for God and this for
myself: this for my soul, and this
other for my body®?"

With his peculiar genius and as a product
of* the immensely frrtile soil for »noets and
prophets, Kahlil Gibran- an Arabian from Mt. «
Lebanon- has been doubly endowed, which he
proves in all his creation of be¢autiful pict-
ures, in the simplicity of his exprcssion, and
in his deep spiritual insight. The three of
these qualities have produced a powerful cre-
ation in "The Provhet".

1 As a stylist, Gibran is a poet in his owvm
right; as we must esscntially classify the
styie of a Whitmmn, a Yates, or a John Singe.
There is a rhythim in the meter and in the
choice of words and phrases, which gracefully
enh~nccs the beauty of its imagination and depths

As a man of fnith, we find in "The TFrophet®
the expression of 2 soul which has rone deep in |
its s¢arch for truth and beauty, and which has
come out of its sesrch beautifully enriched,
his faith and his rc¢ligion have so influenced
his philosophy of life and his way of life,
that he can well become a teacher to many- al-
though this is undoubtedly farthest from his |

-

o
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mind and purpose. Having lived under the same
' heat as Christ, and having lived among the
same hills and fields and- to a large extent-
- peoples, which were His constant joy, Kahlil
Gibran is able more than any others to put in-
to modern feeling the Christ on earth and the
Saviour in human hearts and lives. We need
but read his Jesus, the Son of Man to be con-
vinced of his faith in the Son of God and to
know more intimately how deeply He moved in the
lives of seventy-seven of his contemporaries-
friends as well as enemies.

As to his drawings- of winich there are
twelve in “"The Prophet'"- one must compare the
clarity of his visions, and his ability of ex-
pression with many of the greatest- with
Michelangelo, and Blake, with Rosetti of the¢
Pre-Raphaelites, and with others. The place
we can eventually give him among these, and
among other artists and poets, will depend
upon further rcflections and comparisons.

-Gottfried E. Alberti
000

REFLECT ION

The aim of the minister is to touch the
hearts of his people. For this reason he
ascends into the pulpit to preach the Good
News. I wonder if it is necessary that he de-
liver his homily from that position? The
preacher might better stimulate his flock if
he¢ remained out of the pulpit and before his
audience. John, the Baptist, instructed in
the wilderness; the desert was his pulpit.
Jesus preached his best sermon on a mountain
side. St. Taul grasped every  opportunity to
plant Christ. Certainly, he knew little of the
pulpit.

Perhaps we err when we preach Christ from
the pulpit. The moment we enter it a barrier
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rises between the pastor and his sheep. 1

think the personal contact of man to man may
disappear, and this contact is of vital im-
portance to a Christian minister. Can we

ilope to be persuasive when this wall stands
between us and the congregation? I wonder :
if we remained free of this fence waiich en- |
closes us, our message might not be more ef-
fective for the Lord, who desires to strength
en, comfort, guide, and save those before us%
When a rublic speaker delivers an address he
gencraily wstands with nothing between him an2 i
the audience. He experiences no hindrance as |
he aprroaches them: and, therefore, his ad-
dress bacomes more personal. Isn't it pos-
sible that we are hiindering the work of the

Holy Ghiost when we in the pulpit separate
ourselves from His unbelievers?

Usually our pulpits rise above the
chancel level. The congregation is benecath £
us. We preach down to them, while we are in-- ™=
structad to preach "to" and not "at" our
peoplc. As we are elevated, we may sScem sSuper-
ior to them. Perhaps this produces the wrong
attitude in the minds of the parishioners?

Our Calling, under no circumstances, must cou-
municate the impression that the pastor is
better than his flock. The words and deeds of
a minister should manifest the life of Christ
and His humbleness. So should it be when he
preaches. ‘ )

The height of the pulpit may also cause &=
physgical discomfort to those in the pews. The
peop.le(if there are any) in the forward pews
mist exert themselves to observe the preacher
const@éntly. When fatigue overcomes them, they
no lomger regard him. They cast their eyesth
downwa.rd; and in thus doing, the vision of the
man in the pulpit is lost to them., What a _
loss of personal contact! These people hear ;M

-~

]
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words but see no man, Théir thoughts drift to
other topics of the world. I believe they may
as well listen to a radio sermon and receive
as much benefit from that.

Then too, all are not fortunate to possess
a physical stature that will accomodate itself
to the pulpit. While some "are tall, others are
short. The former noticeably rises above the
pulpit. He becomes conscious of this and feel=
awkward and uneasy. Peonle consider his phy-
sique("What a football player he'd be!"). For
the latter, it is a struggle to observe his
audience at all timn~¢«s, He seems to play hide
and seek with thoza2 in attendai:c2. Hcw can one
retain interest and attention viaur:.r: 3uch con-
ditions prevail? When tl:2 parishoner: depart,
they consider the man and not the h-ist of |
Whom he is preac.aing, I wonder iv theise ciraum-
stances may not bear a neg-tive effect on our
sermons?

But the pulpit remains and carries with it
a practical use for us. All men are nct endowed
with a mind that will commit entire msnuscripts
to memory. In the pulpit there is a space uvpon °
which to place the notes. Being without a pul-
pit may mean to carry tuese notes tefore the
audience and hamper the detiverv of lhe serm~n,

The pulpit has become a tradition of the
Church. As a tradition, the Church ho.ids it in
reverence and has accepted it as a part ol its
life, It is a sacred place frem which Chrisi,
through the medium of man, infroms the world of
Christianity. Maybe, our departure from tle
pulpit may psychoiogically affect the congrg-
gation. They see their Lord in that pulpit.
If the preacher delivers his discourse from:a
position almost level with them, will they
continue to believe that God dwells in him?
They associate the pulpit with God. So to be
with His Spirit, the ministc¢r ought to preach
from the pulpit.
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But whether we preach in the pulpit or
out of it, our privilege remains to carry the
Word of God to His people. Dr. Seegers says,
"The sermon is a Divine-human discourse....."
God, in the form of the Holy Spirit, is always
present wherever we may preach.

-Herbert D. Hrdlicka
000

"THY KINGDOM COME"

This petition ascends to God from the
heart of each one of us as we commune with Him
daily in our private devotions. This petition
resou:.ds heavenwards in grand chorus as we pray
it in our chapel services. Individuzlly and
as a group we »ray that otlhiers mav be led to
share the Fellowship which we enjoy with God,
Our Father. We pray for the spiritual harvest.
But all too often we forget how the spiritual
harvest is gothered. An analogy may prove
helpful.

In the spring of the year every farmer
asks (od(if not in word at least in thought) to!
send an abundance of rain and sunshine, to
bless the seed that it may snring forth into a
bountiful harvest. But as he prays, he toils.
He tills the ground, plants the seed and daily
labors in the hope of reaping a harvest. The
farmer prays for a rich harvest, and as he ;
prays, he toiis.

Daily we pray for a rich spiritual harvest¥
We pray that from every kindred, tribe, and
nation, souls may be gathered into God's King-
dom. Yet do we realize that as we pray, we
must toil®?

Our fathers prayed for God's Kingdom to
come and their prayer has been answered. They
prayed for a harvest from India and a harvest
has been recapz=d. When their first prayers |
ascended to God, our American Lutheran Church
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fcould claim no membership in India. Today,

) however, we can proudly exclaim: "Our Church

' has reaped a harvest in India, a harvest for

' God. 175,000 Christians in India join with
us in praising the name of Jehovah.

Our fathers prayed and their prayers
brought activity. They s2id: "We have been
praying for the conversion of the world; but
we must also begin to do something or our
prayers cannot be heard, they will be a mere

” mockery before God". Thus, on Oct. 5, 1841,
our fathers commissioned the Rev. Christian
Frederick Heyer to go to India as our first
missionary. They asked for God's blessing
upon the mission work and they in turn pledged
their loyal support. Because they toiled, they
did something about it, their prayers have been
answered. Will our prayers be answered?

-Walter H. Guigley

- 000

- EDITOR'S NUTL:

We can call to mind the answered prayers

. of those men who left Mt. Airy with a defi-

nite conviction of their place in the fur-
therance of God's Kingdom on earth. One of
our most recent graduates, Rev. J. .Christian

Port, has been called to the Argentine field.

Together with his many pastoral and administra-

tive duties he has planned to translate Dr,

.Nolde's works on the Catechism. Preparations

are being made to have these published. This
is a concrete illustration of seed planted at
home, transplanted in a foreign field to in-
crease the membership in the Kingdom. All of
us here hope that Rev. Port's efforts, like
his prayers, will be realized. We also hope
to hear about the work of Rev. Alsdorf,'38,

who is working in Japan. These, and many

other answered prayers, should encourage the
toil of some of our students.
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OUT OF RUSPLCT

To the memory of a gentlem~n whose
talents were unstintingly given to the men
of Mount Airy Seminary these lines are de-
voted. For thirty-two years he taught men 7
to speak with distinction and with jpower.

But sometimes he forgot his subject and

then his students were privileged to witness
the pr :Tormance of an artist- an artist iu
the fi t1s of music and practi~al philos-
ophy. I ¥new music and loved te tell of
his pas:ion for her beauties and t- demon
strate his mastery of her classics He ha
traveled far and his voice becamc the eyes
of those who heard him tell of his adventures.
He was a Christian who knew hovr to live and
to enjoy life.

We who knew him feel that his death has
severed a lively link between ourselves and the
scintillating aurora that surround=z the often
abused but, in, this case, truly applied
phrase, "a great man". Punctual at all times,
rigorous in his demands upon himself, he still
remembered and recognized the failings of
young men and was extremely lenient with them.,

.Robert Schurig was possessced of talents T
far #bove the average. Mankind had a right to
expect much of him. It may indeed be said of
him- that he never "trailed in the dust the
golden hopes of men". He gave freely and
wisely. For all this we will remember him,



