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CAROL, SWRLTLY CARUL

The Christmas story has been told more of-
ten in all forms of artistic media than any
other event of the Savior's life, save for the
Crucifixion and Resurrection, The Christmas
story has been made the subject of paintings,
writings, and sculptured figures. It seems
that this story has captured tne fancy of the
world no matter where it has renetrated. 1Its ‘!
widespread appeal is due to the accomvanying
artistic forms.

This is even truer when we consider the
art of music., The angels sang at Jesus' birth
and the world has continued their song in the
treasury we nossess of Christmas carols. Every
age and every tongue has nroduced these carols,
In Greek, in Latin, in English, German, Polish,
French, liorwegian, Swedish, Italian, and Rus-
sian: these carols have been written and sung
wherever their voice is heard.

The Christmas carol is a unique form of
hymn. Its subject is the Nativity, and the jg
which heralds Christ's entrance into the world,
The music is joyous and captivating; there is
no place for gloom in these carols, they are a
spontaneous expression of extreme joy and exal-
tation. Great joy is expressed: "The King has
come!" "Glory to God in the Highest!"

This joyous feeling is not surprising, be-
cause of the essential nature of the T'vent.
Another factor a2l1lso enters in. These carols
are lar~ely folk-songs and folk-tunes. They
exnress the feelings of the common people,
the simple folk, who look forward to the glad
Advent of the Savior. Almost all of the best
and most beautiful carols a2re folk-songs:
and folk-songs are heart songs.
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But the great hymn-writers of tihie Church
also bent their talents to the commemoration
of this event in their art. Therz esre many
carols that, although not essentially folk-
songs, have captured the true spontaneous
feeling that coumes from reflection upon the
mystery of God's Grace. Two of these (ones
which I consider outstanding) are: "Silent
Night," and "O Little Town of Bethlehem."

In 1818 Joseph Mohr was assistant pas-
tor at Oberdorf, Gerrmany. On Christmas FEve
he attended a meeting at the schcol-house,
where he was greeted by Franz Gruber. Mohr
withdrew from the gathering for a time, and
when he returned, he handed a folded paper
to his friend Gruber., “hen Gruber opened it,
he read aloud the poem, "Silent Night."

Thus it was that a personal gift to an in-
timarte friend a2t Christmas time in an ob-
scure Ger.gan village has resulted in a world-
chorus of praise at Christmas.

First, we have the quiet of the night;
then tine flood of glory-light from heaven.
The angels come and sing their praise. Then
we have the proclamzation: "Christ the Savior
is born!™"

It seems that later on that s=me night in
1818, Liohr #w:=8 suprised to hear his hymn being
sung to a beautiful melody. The recipient of
the gift, Franz Gruber, had already composed
a tune for it. It thus appears that both the
words and the music of this beautiful hymn
were the spontaneous inspiration of the Christ-
mas atmosphere, thought and spirit.

One of the greatest memorials to the memory
of Phillips Brooks, the great American preach-
er, is his hymn,"O Little Town of Bethlehem."
While he was rector of Holy Trinity Church in
Philadelphia, he was given a year's leave of
ebsence to tour Europe and the Near East. It
was during Christmas Jeek of 1355 thzt he
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rode to Bethlehem from Jerusalem. After dark
they went to the traditional Shepherd's Field,
There he saw shepherds tending their flocks
much as they did in Jesus' day. Beyond a ridge
of ground they saw the town. This sight made
such an impression on him that, when he re-
turned to America, he w:'s figuratively haunted
by the experience. Two years later, in 1867,
he wrote this carol; and it was first sung in
his Sunday School in Philadelphia,

The tune was written by Lewis Redner, the
orranist of EBrook's church. Just a few days
before Christmas, Brooks told Redner that he
had written = simple carols; would Redner write
the nmusic? Redner,that night,was roused from
sleep by a melody that chimed in .iis heart. He
could not rest until he had written it down,
Since then, it has become the familiar and
loved tune known by all the world,

The hymn views the silent ton of Bethlehen,
knowing not that the Light of the 7orld has =«
come. The ~ngels watch over the Christ, and
the morning stars sing tocether of His Birth,
God's areat gift is given silently, but the
Dear Christ still enters into meek souls that
will receive Him.

The hymn closes with a nrayer. It is a
simple prayer, yet effective. Amid the bustle
and hurry of Christmss Day, will there be some
that will hear and understand? Let us hope so,
The world has sore need of this prayer:

"0 holy child of Bethlehem,
Descend to us, we rray;

Cast out our sin, and enter in:
Be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidinzs tell;

O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Frmanuel!"

9

-John McConomy
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The Pulpit Homicide

There is a homiletical jesture scarce-

ly better than homicide. It takes the fcrm
of an illustration in a sericn. The enthu-
siastic young preachier tries his best to
make people feel that he understonds their
ailments, their sufferings, their domestic
problems,etc. The only way, he thinks. that

P.this feeling c:n be aroused is by illustra-
tion, conscquently his sc¢rmons bristiec with
experience reports of his most recent vizits
to the sick room, l1is latest adventures in
the hospitals, and most of all, nis last
solution of a "true story" problem. The
preachcr naturally is caraful not to mcntion
names, places, or dates, nd assum=s that
the imagination, and the general information
of the congregition is so limited that they

*‘wlll not rccognlzc the characters of the
stories, Is is rude to suggest tlhnt if the
preachcr so underestimnted the general intel-
ligence of tie congregotion or did not v=nt
them to underst~nd, he should not have il-

. lustrcted? It is like saying:s I ~m going to

| tell you a story. Of course you won't und.r-
stand it, becouse I cm going to disguise< it
@s much as I can, The story won't do you
much good. You might never have the same ex-
perience. But it will make you better dis-

y—-posed towards your pastor. You see, He under-
stands.__~ This self-flattery and pride in
the pulplt is homicide. It will not only kill
the preacher, but everyone who knows the
illustration, and everyone who fails to "feel"
the sympathy of the homiletician.

How are we young preachers going to over-

come this slow but sure death? In this space
I can offer only one solution. It won't be
-much different from what we have learned from

our lectures, and from our "reguired reacin.",
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but I will reduce it to a point., I am con-
vinced that the first thing a young preacher
should do is NOT to illustrate his sympathy.
This does not mean that he cannot utilize hie
experiences in the rulpit. It merely means
that he should not be a story teller, What he
must learn to do is to take the concrete exper-
ience that brought him face to face with the
reality of life and its problems, and strip that
experience of all its emotionalism and sentimengr-
and elevate it into the realm of the abstract.
When he has it there upon that high plane of
mentz1lity, he must spiritualize it, vitalize it,
and give it meaning. In this new setting he
must bring it down again into the reality of
life. This is not the process of a story
teller, but the mental prccess of one who tells
parables. "Go and learn what this means". We
must study that distinction for ourselves, :
After we have mastered that process our homi- %
lies will no longer be a kind of homicide,

~Jolhn Ritter

*rn

ADVENTURES WITH SOCIAL. WORARRS

From the eighth floor office of the Inner
Mission Board, in the luhlenberg Building, one
is impressed by the squattiness and ugliness of
downtom PThiladelphis. Hotels and office build-
ings push up into the skies away from the mono-
tonous mass of flat-roof houses., A sentimen- %<
talist might rrite a sonnet about the glamour
of the city, but ais poetry could not bring
sunshine and fresh air into the thousands of
bedrooms that lie under those miles of tin
roofs. DTPeople are living in those houses; and
therein lies a tale. '/hen human beinzs are
crowdad into small areas difficulties arise
and life becomes more complex. Our Inner
Micgiorn Beoawd iz concerned with these and other® -

'~
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difficulties of a social nature.

The work of this and other =ocial agencies
is hardly appreciated by the majority of our
church peoprle. During the last five weeks a
group of us from the 8Beminary have followed a
program of visits and lectures arranged for us
by Dr.G.H.Bechtold, Inner Mission Secretary,
Our eyes were opened to the amount of work
being done every day by various social agen-
ies in our own church and by city, state and
other institutions. If most of our people
have heard of our six Hoiles for Orphans and
0l1d People: few have visited the Thiladelrhia
¥otherhouse, the River Cresat Tuberculca3is
Preventorium, or the Lutheran Seitiement
House, Perhaps a smaller numher know tliat in
our church there are bureaus that serve the
blind, the deaf, and the institutionalized.

Our first Tuesdey afternoon was spenl with
Dr, Bechtold who gave us a resume of the work
and aims of our Lutheran institutions. The
church is convinced that it is not sufficient
for the minister to preacn on Sunday and make
a few social canlls on each member every year.
The ministry is a full-time job, and the pas-
tor must be ready to assi3t his people in
their week-day problems. He must be able to
direct them to the kind of special needs they
may have. It might be a clinic,hospital,
mental institution, or even a job, He can
hardly do this alone, but he can use the
facilities provided by the Church and other
institutions. The Inner Mission Board is it-
self the official co-ordinating agency of the
Lutheran Ministerium of Pennsylvania.

On our second Tuesday afternoon we heard
of the work of the Children's Placement
Bureau from its capable Superintendent, lliss
Lulu B,Sachs, They provide temporary and per-
manent care for over five hundred dependent
and neglected children. At the nresent time
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there are about three hundred children that
have been placed in private homes with foster
parents. The Children's Bureau Workers visit
these families regularly to learn of the
progress of the Children. The method of
placement involves a careful study of the
child's personality and the future foster-
parents' motives in asking for a child, 1In
every case placement in a foster home is ,
resorted to only when it is ccrtain tiaat the
parents or parent cannot care for the child !
that it is giving up. This Bureau also rend-
ers service to unmarried expectant mothers,
and gives assistance and advice in fanily
problems rzférred to ti. On the whole, a
reelly omezing task for tarce people.

"Around the cornsr" from the Muhlenberg
Buildingz, at 311 South Junipcr-Street, is a
modern office building which is occupied
entirely by socinl service ngencies. It is
correctly n-med the Social Service Building. °
We snent a brief time in a second floor office
with the soft-snoken Executive Secretary of
the Pennsylvania Trison Society, Albert G.
Fraser., Wnile waiting for a conference with a
paroled prisoner he cutlined for us the nature
of their orzanization, I'or over a hundred and
fifty years the Prison Society has been in
existence, bringing its assistance to men who
need someone to understand them without pity-
ing and blaming. It is the absence of just
this that drives so many ex-prisoners back to *
the one nlace where they can find sympathy--
the association with other criminals,., The
Penna. Prison Society fills this need. For
a larze number. of prison inmates the Society
bridges the gap between the nrison and the
comrunity. It does this by counselling and
planning for his release with the prison and
withh his family, It hes in many cases assis-
ted in the securing of a Jjob for the released *

4
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prisoner. This work is carried out with a
professional staff of the Saciety with the
help of a number of volunteers and students
of Penclogy. Hundreds of prisoners have been
helped to a new start by this, the oldest
prison society in the world,

The entire fifth floor of the same build-
ing is occupied by what amounts to a glorified,
filing case., The major part of the floor /

_.8pace is covered with filing cases containing

" the names of all people receiving some kind of
agssistance from any of the hundreds of member
agencies in and near Philadelphia. This is
known as the Social Service Ixchange. Its
purpose is to prevent the kind of"chiseling"
that one frequently hears of in places where
this kind of co-ordinating agency is not in
existence. ‘Yhen an agency such as the Yelfare

. adds a family to its list they send the name

#~to the Social Security Exchange to register it
there and to find(within 24 hours) if t e name
has already been listed by some other agency.
If it has, the Exchange will send, in
twenty four hours, tsne name of the agency al-
ready listing the family. Then the two agencies
can compare notes and decide if there would be
duplication of assistance. Hence one family
cennot receive assistance from several agencies
at the same time without being discovered eas-
ily. An interesting f~ct is that, although the

~use of this service is limited to only those
other agencies which contribute, any minister
can apply for information. Other than a
minister and a member agency no one else can
use the Agencies files., The service is thus
confidential. To keep the speed of the service
at twenty four hours for each reply, there is
a large force of girls who do nothing but
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look up names, type info 1
) rmation is abbreviate:
form on cards, or put them in envelopes.la“‘
(To ve continued)

John P. Stump

-

A _STUDY OF ROMAN CATHOLIC

AND
LUTHIRAN HYMNS

It is very rarely thought that the
hymns which are sung in the churches are
lyrics and should, therefore, be classi-
fied as noetry. Some authors have called
the hymns the most inspired poetry that
mzn has ever written. There is perhaps,
nothing else in the world to comnare with
religion for lifting men's minds from the
valley of the ordinary things of life to
the mountain tops of sublime thoughts and
emotions, In the hymns is not only the
attempt made to expess the religious ex-
perience of the author, but an effort is
made to recreate the experience for his
readers, whether they are separate indivi-
duals or a croup.

The Lutheran Church has often been -
examination and comparison of The Common
Service with St. Rasil's Hymnbook, which
1s representative of the Roman Catholic
Church's hymnology, reveals the truth of
the statement. The Lutheran Church has
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collected its hymns from the Greek, Latin,
German, Swedish, Danish, French, Italian,
Welsh and English, It is quite inter-
netional and crosses all denominational
lines, Some of the Greek hymns date to
the second century and many of the Latin
hymns are from before the eighth century.
It can readily be seen that the Lutheran
Church has drawn to a great extent upon
the hymns of the Catholic Church, and a
comparison revecls that it has preserved
many old Greek and Latin hymns which are
not placed in the collection compiled by
the Basilian Fathers and apparently are
not used in Catholic services. Despite
the fact that there is mach similarity
in the two collections, careful reading
shows that there are vast differences in
the content, the mood, the form, the
emphasis, and the theology expressed.

The hymms of both churches, quite
naturally, are centered about the Trinity:
they deal with either God the Father, God

the Son, or God the Holy Spirit. Catholic
hymns, in addition to being centcred
about God, center bout the Saints and
Angels. The hymns to the Blessed Virgin
Mary are as numerous as the hymns to God.
St. Joseph, St. Patrick, St, Dominic, St.
Anthony, and others also have their share
in the veneration of the worshippers.
Through the veneration of the Saints it
must be understood that the poet is wor-
shipping God, yet, it seems, many of the
hymns are so mystical that the reader is
only aware of the veneration of the Saint.
The hymns of both churches are based upon
the teachings of the 0ld and New Testa-
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ments with particular emphasis on the
teachings of Christ. The Roman Cstholic
uymnhs contain, in addition, many of the
traditions of that church. Illustrative
of the veneration of the saints and the
traditions of the church is:

"Hail, Heavenly Queen! Hail, foamy
ocean star!
O be our guide, diffuse thy bezcms afar;

Hail, Mother of God: above all virgins
blest,

Hail, happy gate of heav'n's eternal
6 srts,

Hail, foamy oce~n star! Hail, heav'nly
Jueen!

O be our guide to endless joys unseen."

There is = spontaniety in the Catlolic
hymns that makes them hapnpy and refreshing.
The authors seem to have written at times
when their hearts were filled with emotion,
and the vwords seem to have come forth with-
out effort. Protestant hymns, on the
other hand, tend to be more solemn,
reflective, a2nd meditative. There are,
of course many exceptions on both sides.
The predominant moods of the Catholic
hymns are prnise and adoration, while the
hymns of the Irotestant church tend to be
prayerful, thankful, encouraging, or
inspiring. Descriptive nictures play a
large and vivid part in Catholic hymns.

'With regard to form, the Catlholic
hymns have a happy, spontaneous rhytum
and a simplicity vhich is almost cnhild-
like. They likewise reflect greater
simplicity in the shorter lines, shorter
stanzas, a very noticiable rhyme pattern,

.
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and often a chorus following each stanza,
They make frequent use of mystical pic-
tures. Representative of these we have
"Holy Name", "Sacred Heart", "Mother of
God", "Precious Blood". Speaking of a
part to represent the whole is a frequent
devise of tie Catholic writers wiiich adds
much to the mysterious quality of their
lyrics, The Catholic hymns show a ten-
dency to be more gay and carefree, where-
as the Frotestant hymns are likely to re-
flect a more inhibited spiritual happiness.
It is the difference between a flashing
spark and a steady flame. The form of the
Catholic hymn appeals strongly to the
senses while the Protestant hymns more
generally appeal to the intellect. It is
difficult, however, to make general state-
ments about the form of the lyrics be-
cause there are exceptions to such general-
izations on both sides,

The hymns of both churches place the
great emphasis on the conception of the
Triune God Who created and preserves the
universe, The conception of God is the
very essence of religion and quite natur-
ally would be_the very heart of any poetry
expressing a religious experience. The
Love of God plays a great part in the hymns
of both churches, but there is a difference
in the comprehension of the Love of the
Father., Catholics conceive of it as the
love of an awful, just Father. Thus we
have hymns of prayer to Saints, Angels and
the church to plead the cause of the
Christian before his stern Father. The
Protestant conceives of God's Love as the
love of an understanding, merciful Father
Who is always present to care for &ll of

mankind, e find, therefore, the rotes-



~-14- 5

tant confiding in his Heavenly Father on

the most intimate terms. Faith is given

emphasis by both churches, but here again

there is a wide difference.in the placing

of the emphasis., The faith of the Lutheran

says, "I must love God and I must love my

neighbor because God loves me". The faith

of the Catholic says, "I must love God and

my neighbor to attain the love of God".

Because of the two views on faitan, we find

that the Lutheran hymns are of thanksgiving .|

and consecration waile the Catholics wrote

hymns of suplication and sacrifice. For

the same re=son we find that €Gatholic hymn

wiiters emphzsize that Christ suffered and

died for the sins of man and the I'rotestant

hymnologist emphasizes that Christ died for

man because He loved man. The hymns of the

Catholic Church emnhasize the my3tical to |

a greater extent than do the Protestant .;

hymns. Hot only do they have spiritual

communion with God but with a great host of

Saints, Angels, ~-nd the dead. Because of

tiiis the I’rotestant would be likely to

speak of them as idolatrous. It is necessary,

therefore, to understand that the Catholic

is endeavoring to worship God by honoring

His Saints. The myvsticism of the Protes-

ant hymns is confined to the experience

of the triune God as the ever present,

intim~rte, moving force in the writer's life. _
Thus if there were no statement of

a church's beliefs it would be quite

possible to find it expressed in the

hymns of the church.

-Alfred Schroeder

000
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A PREFACr TO MORALS
by Walter Lippmann

"A Preface to Morals" deals with the pro-
blem of unbelief in the modern age. It states
that the acids of our modern skeptisim have
destroyed our religious beliefs. In the auth-
ors words "whirl is King". He believes that
the "modern" man has lost the vital religious
belief of his grandfather, though the will to
believe remains. Hence, confusion.

Mr. Lippmann states that his book is an
inquiry inte the problem of those who feel a
vacancy in their lives left by the dissolution
of the old faith., He attempts to trace this
loss of faith througih "a general loosening of
organic faith" to a general breakdown of the
idea of Divine authority due considerably to
the increased faith in the power of the in-
dividual. He arbitrarily concludes that the
only place to 3eek the true spiritual ideal
necessary to give life stability is in one's
self. He vnroposes a kind of spiritualized
Stoicism.

I found tane book challenging and also
stimulating. It is definitely a challenge to
the Church. I do feel strongly that Lippmann's
story is far from the whole story. There have
been in every age men for whom the worship did
not suit. These men were not in the majority.
We notice too that there is a definite lapse
in church attendance today,and an appsrent les-
sening of interc¢st; but the trouble is not
with the"religion". We must conclude that the
real troublc lies rather in the method in which
it is presented. The present refusal to
believe in a god cloaked in the language and
mood of another century scems to be a healthy
sign. In too meny cases men attend church

because of 2 series of habits which they did
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not question. If Fosdick®
gion is the ultim-te in
chnose tr be "modern",

As is chor-cteristic of most altermatives
to the historical religion, the philosophy
broposed by Lippmann is an impracticable mor.
ality which has nothing but the strength of
will of the believer to hold him true to his
ideals. If the old religion is abstract, the
alternative is fantastic. The author beging
by showing man's loss of faith and the .
resultnnt confusion; he ends by presenting _
a theory which would prove utterly de;struct.ne.

I found interesting Lippmann's idea that
modern civilization has been so durable t_aecause
of its complexity. "Je often view compl:ﬁ;tyhﬁe
entirely destructive. It 1_'es_111y makes ¥
nore sensitive to bad dec%su.ms. :

One of the c';u.-.-rf:cterlsplcs of thisiagit
seems to be that we are trying to expl':nnfee'l ’
The age i3 cne of }ngre%seihzrl}guigéimnt‘
tiint there_ls no ‘llmltq '?mre conprehamON
°ga o m;ht‘tag factors that make uptilkes
knowrle oe of ti < 2 al'n- age to a re-
LA Th?ﬁ;%ﬁfi? ’;'he igeag of relli)g;on
CQSt%Zig-poon different manifestations, bu
thgy will nOt'gh’ ?gimz;:gli¥én0t convincing

i ann ATguims : s
to the man wno has'the strengh of b U

ictions., He is ty ' oint,

;gzv;iigring evidence to ?;i:eiﬁ ﬁis approach.
thouéh he.is tzyln% Eg Egow the.desiragﬂity
e SpLse a'{ eggsonﬂlism' 18 3derer.
of a splglgu*}cagion of a desperate va
spiring fabri

8 philosophy-relj.
modernity I do not .

L JOhn b Stump

00
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One thing I do not like about our Seminary

Somewhere during the last few years I list-
ened to a speaker as he decried thzis modern urge
for speed,the kind of speed that lacks stamina.
He used these words,'"We live at two hundred
miles w»er nour,we look at ten centuries per
motion picture, and we think just a little
slowcr than the provcrbial snail's pace. We
are constantly in a hurry but we have no place
to go and we are getting there fast". You who
read tl:is article will probably place such a
speech near tne beginning of our denression or
a time when men were men and had a hard time
keeping up with the fairer sex. /e here in the
Seminary seem to be living about ten years be-
hindourselves. We have lost of zip but our zZip-
pers hold nothing together., I am referring, of
course, to our everyday horse race that is con-
ducted in the Cclwizeffer-Ashmead lfemorial Luth-
eran Church of the Ascension,

As potential pastors in the Lutheran Church
each one of us will have the responsibility
of leading some forty to four-thousand people
in their public worship eech week. Since that
responsibility is ours it becomes us to make
en effort to learn how to worship and how to
lezd in worship. Such an opportunity should be
ours in our daily chipel services. That oppor-
tunity, however, floats disgustingly out the
window whenever wec go to chapel. Let me give
you my impre€ssion of our average chapel service.

All starts well with the quiet, devotional
music that pours forth from the organ. Silently
each one in atte¢ndance seeks his pew and offers
his word of prayer. The bell tolls and the music
to the opening hymn is given out by the organ-
ist. Now the fun begins. Three to ten of the
cihoir come tearing up the side aisle in a



-18- b

fontic effort to malke the first stanza of the
livian., The amusing squeaks of the basses trying
tc circiwvent an ¥ in an unfamiliar and un-
practised hymn cen't fzil to add to the open-
ing scene of the comedy. 'With the singing of
the second stanza of the hymn a very scared
and clumsy-looking fellow student stumbles
through the chancel to his hymn book and grasps
it with trembling hands. After we have finally
manazed to maester the music and are beginning
to give our attention to the thoughts in the
words of tlie hymn, it is far past time to sing
the "Amen".

The second scene of our d=.ily comedy ovens
very silently =—ith = good hzlf-minute of the
fast trotting of the r-ader as he tries to make
it to the altnr before the worshippers get un-
es.8y. Th=2n comes the action. A Voice that my |
rock the windows booms forth, or one that may
lack the power to frisnten a mouse =t cream- r
puff ronge. The words of the voice mmke little
difference to us pecause most of us can run
throuzh them while we a2re eating a dish of ice
creal. and c-rrying on a conversation about the
we=tilrr. The cuoir's responses can't help but
add to the genersl merriment. They race through
one reanonse and bury the next with all due
solemnity. All too soon it comes time to sit
down quickly in order to be in place for the
singing of the second hymn for tne day.

The first scene of the sccond act has an
even more auspicious start. Usually one or I
two of our fellow students manage to come in 1
with a severzl prof.zssorial coat-tails flying |
in thecir wake. The group sinks c<:thaustcdly intj
a seat. (These professors of ours may be divid-
ed into six classes:-

(1) Those who always come to chapel.
2; Those who seldom come to chapel.
3) Those who never come to chapel.
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(4% Those who are always on time.
(5) Those who are seldom on time.
(6) Those who manage to make it in time

for the Bcnediction.)
But this is a digression., Vhile these late com-
ers get seated the second hymn has slid downm
the well greased chute of boredom and tite read-
er has managed to gallop through the three or
four verse lesson. It is quite apparent that he
never read the lesson before. e ure constantly
in the position of the Russian baby who had to
listen to a Latin lecture each mcrning. “Je don't
get the drift of tlhiinrgs. But the climax comes
with a thrilling rush when the reader manages
to close the reading of Scripture with the re-
quired formule, make it to the altar, and start
the i{yrie with and in one bresth.

The second scene of this second and last
act may be passed over quite quickly. All we
near is a few munbled, jumbled prayers that
remain intelligible in srite of excellent
acoustics, a Benediction that is shot from a
meicinine gun and seldom taken from the ordcred
form, and tien the final exit of & swecating,
puffing Seminarian, Sixteen minutes is the
record for rcading the Matins. Lighteen is the
lowest we hav2 been able to hit with the
V.spers, since there seems to be more to them.

Only one comment is left. It is concerned
with these Vednesday morning services. Here we
are privileged to receive an excellent example
of what not to do when we speak as the guest
-of any pastor. Lesson 1 is to act as though we
were a fish on land. Lesson 2 is to bore our
hearers wvith a lot of unrelated mumblings. Les-
son 3 is to sreak at least forty minutes so we
are sure we have said enough to convince our
hearers that we are somebody.

But one is not permitted to even think
such thoughts about our nsble institution witn-
out suggesting some remedies. I hnrve a few
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eapaasis on the lengtn and the approoriateness
of the prayers oIfered.
~ 4) It mignt add to the benefit of our serv-
jces if eaci of tne readers were asked to mke
a toree or <cur minute devotional corsnent on
the passa-es that taey read in the service, If
all of our fellow students are not to be trust
ed to prorerly perform such a service then,
perhaps, the Seniors as a claas might be so ==
advanced as to be worthy of such a responsibil-
ity. The members of the faculty would also
make ezcellent commentators. The comments, I
believe, wculd add to the service in such a
way as to oeke it more complete, more inter-
estinz, and more devotional. !
5) Last, but not least, all of us could use
a little practice in reading the three most 1
used Services of our Crurch before 2 competent .
2
i
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critic., The difficulty with this suggestion is
in the finding of a competent critic. But sure-
ly such a person can be found somevhere. Ve
need such a person. We need him even before
our present Seniors leave these hallowed Halls.

These are the only suggestions for improv-
ment that I c~n offer 2t this time. There are
many more, I know. Perhaps you know of some
thet would be useful. If so, let's hear about
them. I am convinced ti1at the present state of
the worship life of our Student Body is deplo-
reble. It is like a roof that hms nothing but
thie bare rafters. Ve have the material to
build a water-proof roof. I am certuin of it.
Vhat we ask is th:t those who control the form
and content of our chapel services, be kind
enough to give us something worthwhile, some-
thing that has stamina and value.

Editor's note:

The author of the above article re-
quested the editor to withhold his name.
However, the full responsibility for the
contents of all articlcs »rinted in the
Seminarian rests with the authors.
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Freedom?

OQur life at Seminary is one that is
unique in its offerings for Christian com-
munity living. It is here that we can test
for ourselves the principles and ideals of
Christian living. In our Sunday School
education we were tzught certzin fundamental
principles of the Christian way of life,
Primary among tizose was regard for the mem-
bers of our family and for our neighbors.
College and Seminary afford us a still clearer
view, academically not practically, of what it
means to be a Christian and live as a Christ-
ian, Opportunities for real Christian living
in a select group are presented to us here.
Yet do we really want to take advantage of
them?

In a very short time we will be active-
ly engaged as leaders and guides for our con-
gregations, 7We will be preaching the Christ-
ian life in all its aspects. Ye will be
looked up to by the community in which we
live. But at Seminary we seem to forget that
we are already representatives of the Church.
Is it not time that we asked ourselves the
question, "Does my life here, in all respects,
and at all times, reflect to the credit of
the high calling which I follow?"

Lutherans have been the proponents of
the liberty of the Christian man. Neverthe-
less we seem to have forgotten that our lib-
erty ends where the next man's liberty begins.
I, for one, believe that Lutheran freedom is
workable, But freedom requires of us cer-
tain curbs on what we vant to do. Our de-
sires are checked by the very freedom which
gave them birth, The community in which the
Seminary is located has a right to expect
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certain things from us who are to be the
clerical leaders of our own communities,
Our activities here should not interfere
with our neighbors in any wzoy. A fairness
is demrnded of us. Likewise is the case
of our relations with one another. Our
freedom is limited by our sense of fair-
ness and loyalty to those with whom we
live.

The faculty of the Seminary hrs been

fair with us in zllowing us to work out

our

own social problems, Let us be true

to their confidence and loyalty to us

and

mcet those problems with the Spirit

of Christ which dominates every true
Christian community.

For
For
For
For
Ye,

-0swald Elbert

Litany of Thonks

the privileges of a Christian country,.
the blessings of a Christian home,
the advantages of a Christisn education,
the service of the Christian ministry,
thy children, do give thanks to Thee, O
heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ,
Thy Son, our Saviour,

Amen

~ William Pfeifer



