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" With a rrofound sense of respect
the editorial staff reprints in this is-
sue a statement made by Dr, Charles I,
Jacobs concerning the birth cf the Seu-
inarian. Ve feel that the high standiard
which has been set chould be continned,
It is our nopes that the articles contrib-
uted will be an outgrowth of our atternpt
"to think clearly about tiie most important
things ¢f 1ife.X Wrote Dr. Jacobs,

"The propcsal of this pub-
licaticn has come out of the
student-body. The Faculty has
welccmed 1t and given the pro-
Ject 1ts amproval. 1lts begin-
ings are very modest. It aims
only to provile an outlat fer
tihat ilupulse to self-expression
wihiich is normal among young men
who @ar2 learning to think clearly
about the most 1mportant things
in life. Thus it adds another
healtny =activity to our student
liie. We, of thie Faculty, are
glad for it "

LS
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THE MEN WHO HAVE INFLUENCED KaRL BARTH

The most interesting event in post-
war religious worlds has been the phenom-
enal suddeness with wixich the werd of '
Karl Barth has captured the ear of Europe,
and transformed within a few years the-
whole outlook of Continental theology, in
Germany, Switzerland, Holland, Denmark,
and elsewhere. In many Continental pulpits
and professorial chairs” the theology of

Bartn is constantly finding voice. Papers are .

being issued in different countriesto
spread his teaching. More than half the
theological studsnts in Germany, it is said,
are his disciples. Even here the wcrd of
Barth has encountered doubt and criticism
it has always met with resnect, and with a
certain longing and disappointment, a wit-
ness to the fact that there is a deep sense
of need, a vacuum, in the Protestznt church
calling out for a new precsentation of the
Christian Revealation.

Four men deeply coloured the mind of
Barth in his formative years. It is their
influence th-t we wish to consider in some
detail, He admired, he tells us, "the dia-
lectic courage of Kierkegaard, the hunger
for Eternity of Dostojewski, the reverence
of Ovegxbeck, and the hope of Blumhardt."

Soren Kierkegaard, the Denish phil-
osopher, was the one who took the deepest
hold on Barth. He is recognized today as
the most original mind which Denmark has
ever produced. He was convinced that the
conventional Christianity of his dayv did
not posses the truth as it is in Jesus.
People professed and called themselves
Christians, but they were, "Christians,
just as Jews were Jews, by birth." Christ-
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ianity had become too comfortable, and far
too anxious to wipe the tears even of those’
who had none away. Religion had lost the power.
to suffer. It was soft and no longer appeal-
ed to the virile. He had no patience with /
the prevailing tasteful explanations that
took off the sharp edge of the hard sayings
of the Gospel. Christ was an offense, a
stumbling block. "Take the possibility of
offense away", he said, in words which
Barth quotes with approval,"and you take -T
the whole of Christianity away." Xierke-
gaard ridicules the idea of philosophy to
bridge the gulf.be‘ween man and God. He.
says tiaat this is a.betrayal. The gulf is
unbridgeahle. God is God. World is world. ,
God the unsearchable is not man. To think i
of God as but the superiative of man is
folly, indeed. , ' "
Dostejewski had the same distrust of r
the Church and of all organized Ciarist-
ianity a2s had Kierkegaard. He says the Church
has tzsken the burden from man, which he
-ought to bear, and has given him sermons,
and rromises, and "children's hapviness"
at the price of freedom, He sees sin as
the rebellion against God, and this rebel-
lion he observes in the great and positive
tasks of man. In all the proud towers of -
Babylon which men build he sees them yield-
ing to the voice ¢f the tempter, "ye shall =¥
be as gods", seeking "an eternal life on
this side", and striving tco establish your-
selves in the world and do without God, {
Therefore, his deep distrust of culture )
and of society. - : : |
But while Dotojewski saw the end of . |
man, the end of all hie ways, he saw "the '
awful dawn". Not downfall, not the laughter
of the Gevil. bat the incomprehensible, V1€

—~
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torious word 'Resurrection' is the last of
his romances. In the old man that ceases

to be, a new man arises who was always hid=-
den in him. Out of prisons a&arise victorious
words; on rale, emaciated faces there lies
the morning flush of a new future, For
"only where there are graves are there res-
surections, " (Nietzche%

Dostejerrski owed his knowledge to
Socratic wisdom, He was full of questions.
"I ask after every step of the way," he
makes a favorite character say, revealing
his own soul. His wisdom, like that of Kierke-
gaard, was found in the dialectic- of )
question and answer. Because the man had
been a problem to himself, therefore he so
deeply understood him,

(To be ‘continued)

Walter Bock-
000

IS CARISTIANITY UNIVERSAL?

In the Gospel men must se¢ek the spirit-
ual and moral basis for ordering national
+1ife and international relations, 1if human-
ity is not to succumb to the conflicts which
threaten the ruin of civilization, Our con-
viction springs from our common faith in the
eternal and almighty God revealed in Jesus
Christ, before whose judgment seat all people
stand. God is Love, and His judgments are
in truth and righteousness, Only righteous-
ness.can exalt a nation. The prophets of
the 0ld Testament denounced nations and
rulers for cruelty and inhumanity, for rob-
bery and lies. Their message still remains
applicable to our day and age. The two great
commandments of love require that love to

God become our loyalty, which must
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be ewampllfled in brotherly con81dnrat10n
for the welfare of 211 men,

'As Christianz ce«k to apply their prlﬂ- _
ciples to the world situation they realige
that they zre deerly a2ffected by the various
situations existing in every country. - They
also feel responsive to different cultural
and ecclesiastical traditions which manifest !
themselves in divergent interpretations: of {
Christion duty and cf the coming of the ' ’
Kingdem of CGod. - The very fact of difference,
however, is a2 call to coatinued struggle to
arrive 2t a common understanding of the will
of God.

God has made all peoples of one blood
and no race c2n therefore disregard the. in-
terests of other races, and rerm2in a child of i
- God, Racial persecution"is abhorrent and it
becomes the cduty of the Christian Church to .3

exert its influence on the side of all move-
ments working for the full and equal sharing
by all racz2s in the common life of mankind,
In doing this, the Church must purge its own
.1ife o»f any racial discrimination. ]

It is the duty of every man here at Sem-
inary to prommulgate an international feeling
of love which. has heen nurtured by our friend-
ly contacts with those of different national-
ities ani races than cur own. The only. way }
is to rezard all humanity. Aas.one great univer-
sal huran race with,of conrse, many variationS#
as 1is set ferth in great musical masterpieces
in which there are great variations but where-|
in, nevertheless, the caine general motive re-
turns, rescunde, and inspires dlfferent in-
tonations and exprecsions.

Erwin S. Jaxheimer

GO0
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FACTS AND FIGURES

For a little diversion 12t us turn
to another field for information., Although
this is not a field which will =z1llow much
room for growth of intellect, it may in-
terest the studuent body to see a few sta-'
tistics €oncerning its members,
The first of these has to do with the
P jinstitutions which our students call their
41ma Maters. We have learned that there
are students from the fellowing Coclleg:s
and Universities, in each of the respec-
tive classes: 1
: Senior Middler Junior Total
Muhlenberg 13 10 : 114 37
Wagner 3 5 A4,
| Susquehanna i

- Thiel : 1
?ﬁ; Wittenberg
Temple
Albright
Gettysburg
Ursinus A,
University of

Washington 1
Franklin and
| Marshall -1

Princeton
: Catawba

Acadia University

Dickenson '

Colgate U. %

Moravian o

University of Akron el
Totals ~23 21 31 75

The second group of statistics has to

do with the age of the students. In study-
ing the figures we notice that there is a
variation of only ten years between the -
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oldest and the youngest of our fellow stu-

dents.
selves:

1908
1904
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914

L9156 =

1316
1917

UPJFJOJOIOIUiOhJF;H

\J

Totals 2

Tne following statistics have been
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21

Senior Middler Junior

1

-

1
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But let the figures speak for them-

Total

ONRPEHO

18
14
20

5
75

ccmpiled to shcw the great wvariety of oc-:
cupaticns from which we as 3 student body
It shows that the family background
is no hzndicap in God's gervice and minis-

haii.

try.

Occupation of Father:

Ministry
Bus'iness World

Clerk, stenogrorhy, hook-

keeping, executiva
Farmer
Machinists % Mechani
Educators
Steel workers
Missicnary
Photography
Carnenter
Engineer(electrical

mechanical

Miscellaneous

s etc

Ccs

and

)
Total

’_J
s

-
NN WE DO

o

13
74

The last group includes the'following:

a

].
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miller, optician, railroader, knitting
industry, mining, shoemeker, contractor,
solaier, dentist; tailor, plumber, zinc
worker, linolewn layer. .

I thank you for your kind attention.

Willard Weida
000

CONCEENIAG MATERIAL THINGS

"No young wan believes he shall ever,
die. It was a saying of my brother's and
a fine one. There is.a.feeling of eter-,
nity in youth which makes us amends for
everything, To be ycung is to be as one
of the Immortals. _Death, old age, are
words without a meaning, a dream, a fic-
tion, with which we hzave nothing to do."
So speaks William Hazlitt in nis essay on
"The Feeling of Immortality in Youth".

Perchance our round of cxperience
has taken from us the naivete which the
essayist has attributed to youth in gen-
eral, but perhaps he speaks of us. We
who will be ministers have a material
problem tn face which is in many ways
unique to our profession, The community
expects a minister to dress, live, enter-
tain, furnish the home, build a library,
educate his children, and exercise benev-
olence on the level of the best salaried
of ‘the congregation and community. Yet
his income seldom warrants spending on
that level. Then too he must make some
provision for his old age and death,
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Fortunately the minister has at least
the beginning of a retireaent income set
up in the Minister's TPension, toward

whicn,to date, he has made no contribution.

Very few classes of people have this to
look te, On the other hand there is no - ..
absoluts guarantee that a satisfactory

pension will inevitably be provided. There

is really no guarantee that the »nresent
$25. per month can or will b¢ continued.
Certainly there are no grounds for easy
complaccney in the metter of nreparing
for a rainy day.

The fact that the average minister
with a rodcrnte salary has plans for the
future requires that he have a plan that
permits him to have time for completion.,
His ability alone is his stock in trade,
and he cannot pess that on as an asset
to his widow's creditors, Instances
whzre imprcvident pastors have left their
widows with littie beside a beautiful
meriory, a few cteckS, and a library to
sell to the highest donor are not hard
to find. “What can we do to provide
both fer the possibility that we will not
live long enough, and for the p0831b111ty
that we will 11VP too’ long?

RBitter exnperience hqs nrceven the in-
advisabi1lity of the stock and bond route
to security, At the best this kind of
security requires years to build up into
a ‘substantial holding, and the manner. .in
whi:li estates ares hondled after the death
of tilie =arner is noct conductive to a feel-
ing of comfort in one who hones to be a
provider:t hushand and parent.

Fortunately there is a program which,

if wisely used, will provide the protection

and security for botii a short 1life or

a lYrne nld men, Minigsters bhave found that

X



‘l.

11

through Life Insurance alcne they can cre-
ate an estate immediately and pay fer it
later, Life Insurance also meets all the
requirements of a perfect investment., Its -
values are knswn and guaranieed. It is free
from inheritance taxes, estate shrinlkage,
and re-investment heaacachea, Contrary to
most forms of investmsnt the income provi-
ded is dependable bnth as to quanity and

i ey ;

However, it is not enough that Life
Insurance be accepted as the medium of
thrift for = minister and then any kind
of policy be purchased from just any Cocm-
pany, It is imnortant that a contrzct te
purchns ed that rezlly fits the pastor. I'm
sure that all of us have some insurance now,
but we want mere than just insurance. Ve
want an insurance plan. It must include .
the possibility of an education for our
children, security ani comfert in our old
age, ana an adequate provision fer our
loved ones if we die before that is dcne.

Obviously we need help in this com-
plicated procedure. Fortunately there are
agencies which =zire peculiarly adapted to
meet the nesds ‘of the rastor.. Here on the
campus we have the possibility of learning
about insurance before we .formulate our own
program. There are a number of books on
the subject written for laymen which we
should look through. A lifetime plan is
worthy of a bit of study.

S Finally, in writing our insurance
there is infinite wisdom in doing it with
"a company that will be in business when
time and circumstance requires a change.
There are men in the field who can help us
« to plan a program. Do it wisely.
John P, Stume

b
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APOLOGET ICUNM

The quiet of a2 dreary January afternoon
was broken by a familiar sound. Beginning
softly and uncertainly, the music of a bell
gathered intensity and regularity. There was
no mistaking that familiar peal; it was the
call to worship, Laying my book aside, I de-
cided to answer the invitation of that bell
again. As I started across the campus I met
other members «f the Seminary family who also
were answering that invitation. That call was -~
a beckon to worship; a daily source.of '
inspiration and edification for both stud-
ents and faculty. y

Arprcaching the chapel door the famil-
iar strzins of the organ prepared me for
the service that was to follow. I had seen
this prelude many times before, but this
day it was especially impressive. Student ’
after student, then members of the faculty,
came to participate in the tie that binds. 3
There w~s a beautiful spirit of awe and '
reverence 2as one zfter the other took his
place with bowed head. -

The next scenes were equally impressive.
The choir assumed its customary place. They
were not trained singers, I heard a note or
two of discord but their voluntary contri- -
bution in a humble spirit made me over- ’
look this deficiency. The service was.about . §
to begin. I took especial notice of the - !
hymn and thc Psalm. They were in keeping with 7
the season and the service. Some one in back
of the scene was giving his time towards a
unified, appropriate service, The reader
entered at the second stanza. I noted no A
flourish or stagely performance., Putting '



T e G e e ———

13

forth his very best he read the service

in a spirit that drew attention frem the
individual, - Was a student, or one cf the
faculty members late? I really couldn't
notice; the spirit of & group lifting up
its heart in worship kept my thoughts from

‘anything outsids the spiritual srhere, If°

one of the faculty wes late I cculd ncot
object. "The very fuct that he set aside
a hnalf hour from his busv schednle was 2
testimony to- cur service,

The service was not long'cr zhort =as
far as the worshinrer was concerned, Time
was lost te anying Iho norticipated in'that
service. If the service wns shert, it was
the result of a carefully plonned »reced-
ure. No iumecessary pauses, just the nate. -
ural devout reader 7who led his s»irit to
combine with those a2ssembled in the wor-
snip of Him who taught us to pray.

The service concluded as smccthly =2nd
as reverently as it had begun. lHaving pro-
nounced the Benediction, the reader execut-
ed his exit as unnoticed as he had coms in.

This 1s merely one student's humble
impression of a daily chanel service., If g
fc¢w minor improvements could be made, I'd
naturally favor’'them. As they are now, how-
ever, I believe th2y are strengthening and
inspirational to the degree that the stud-
ent's attitude will allow them to be so.

43 for me and many of my colleagues, I leave
~hapel with the one thought: "It was good

* for us to have been there".

"

Lawrences M., Reese

000
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THE LIFE AND WORK OF JOHN D, LAN.ENAU

5 John D. Lankenau was born in Bremen,
ermany on March 18,1817, the son of a
wealthy 1m30r§er._At the age of nineteen -
he came to Philadelphia and became assoc-
lated with a number of his father's friends
He became acquainted with Francis M, Drexel‘
founder of the famous house of Drexel, Mr.’
Drex<l had come to Philadelphia from Ger-
many in 1817 the year in which John Lank-
enau was born, While still a youth, Lank-
enau was invitéd to the Drexel home, and
later succeeded in winning the hand of Mary
Drexel, whom he married in 1846, The couple
was blessed with two children, Frank and
Elise. ' ' : Ay
However, shortly before they were to
celebrate their Silver Wedding anniversary
the belonved wife and mother was taken by
death., Four years later, at the age of .
twenty-five, Frank followed his mother
into eternity, and in 1882 Elise was cal-
led to her eternal rest, Thus, at the age
of sixty-five, John D. Lankenau, greatly
depressed and heartbroken, was left alone
in his great sorrow. In his bereavement
he called upon Almighty God to give him
peace,strength, and comfort, '

" It is told that shortly after the
death of his wife, Johin Lankenau and his °
children were travelling in Turo»e,- when
one of them asked him the question,"Father
why do you not put up a home for aged.-. ...
people in memory of mother?" That question
brought response. He had been deeply inter-
ested in the work of the German Hospital
in Philadelphia since he made the acquaint-
ance of Mr. Drexel who was one of its
founders, In 188¢ Lank=2nau was made pres-
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| ident of the Germean Hospital Board. Irmed-
iately he made plans for the relccation
of the hospitzl to 1t& present site. He
succeed in gaining the interest of the
German Lutheran congregations and minis-
ters in his proposed venture. He enlarged,
equipped, and extended the hospital, pur-
chased the entirz block on which the hos-
pital is situated. and surrounded it by an
imposing wall.

In the year 1234 Lankenau reccnsecrat-
! ed his lif and his fertune to the task
i that he chose for himself. In the service

of his laster he sought consolation for -

the loss of his children. In twe years

time new buildings were dediczted-in "Mem-
| ory of a Wife, and Son, and Daughter®". The
| Philadelphia Motherhouse for D=aconesces
‘wand the Mary J. Drexel Home were completed
T' in 1883.

In 1901, having seen the accomplish-
ment of all his hopes, John D. Lankenau
joined his family in the world beyond. The
German Hospital hes sinre been named the
Lankenau Eospital in honor of the one who
was lifted up by God to do a work of mercy
to the sick, aged, and the children.....

William H. Stebbins

r' ' 000

Senior Class Activities

The members of the senior class.
and the faculty were delightfully enter-
tained at a tea given at the home of Dr.
and Mrs. Reed. It afforded not only an

r'
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afternoon of fellowship but also an oppor-
tunity to become better acquainted with
the members of the faculty and their wives,

We are anticipating with pleasure
three visits that wve are to make in the
near future to institutions of our church
wintich are conserned with Inner Mission
work. Pastor Empie is going to take us on
a tour throught the Lutheran Orphanage, in
which we will be shown the large new build-
ing which has just beeon erected. The whole
class is looking forward to this visit,
which will be climaxed by a dinner.

Dr. Henry, the surerintendent of
the Orphan's Home in Topton, has also in-
vited the seniors to pay him a visit and
to observe the worlk that is being carried
on there., After spending the morning at
Topton and after dining with the children
there, we will proceed en masse to the =
Good Shepherd Home, at Allentown. Dr. Raker
has very cordially extended to us the
invitation to become acquainted with the
work of the institution, which gives aid
and a home to crirpled children and to
old people. We are anticipating also the
dinner here,. which seem more than a fit-
ting conclusion to the day's trip.

It is ihdeed a fine opportunity
that has been nresented to the senior
class to examine at first hand the work

in which we all should have an active in-
terest, '



