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It S"-43ser Tod 

_ •�c?m� Swi=:-1=?t. Dea th". What a beautiful Yet _st1·1�-:�n�ly s1:n;,le phrase to :attach ·to ' · death. .1-c ls ea.sy l0 picture the devoted Ll:l_t�: r;:q, �o::nposer � 'Bach> on hi-s deathbed,· l1f1...1ng 1:ns _head to utter· the wo:rds of· his . hop�ful 1nv 1 ta tory chorale, 11 Komm: ·sfisser Tod'·. Ho·w r,:,stful it must have: been for him to ease into that everlasting sle-ep th� t enfolded him soon thereafter. S'imil­a rily, this phrase could be used to de� s C"('i be the death of Christ on th.at first G-ood Friday. 
At �urue time or other during t�is 

Lenten season we are all l�d to �eflect 
on dea. th. To l1lf',ny Christians the mention 
of tl1is -;17ord C::ills for a shudder of 
f earful terror, Many of u·s g·o on from-
day to day, unde� the guiJ� of good health, 
un::1ind.ful that this life does riot gt'.i o'n 
forever; Then su�d.e11ly one day we wake 
up to the fact th:1. t ,there is one thi'ng 
that 9.11 of us must inevi t:-sbly du---die. 

But should it be �onsidered so 
terrible? no·es it call for pauic ana 
fear in the hearts of Christ1anA? We 
have these assuring words of Jesus, "I 
go to prepare a ·p1a·c,? for you ... that 
�here I am,' the·re ye may be also". A 
mosei·n writer has stated, "1r:'hY f e:a� 
d eath, it is the �ost behut�ful, thing in 
l ife". The poet e�.:presses 1� tn.us: 

"To live is to go 011 a Journey, 
To die is to cr.rae· back home-.''. 

A retired past.Dr' c ;Jmplac,:;ntly awa1 t:ng 
the end• expressed. "1:irnse;� re�e�t�y in 
terms of na t tir.::·' � reve 13, ,; l �n' ihe ��n 
goes down: - in � 1.Jlaze uf C" glury 

• t��� else 
m1.i9 t. �)e b�?.u t J f\l� �i?c a.u.:; every - g 

-
L

-.� t·y Gotl 1G beautiLul. 
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But, there must be a reason for 
doubt in the �inds ·or sane people; How 
cah this be overcome"? In the answer lies 
the entire mission of Christ"ian·i. ty_. We 
are· to li ve.•;.as in God's presence all the 
time. We have· His gift .of salvation, and 
accordingly, we walk with God in all 
things, striving ·to do our best in ·return 
for this gift. We learn how· to live a'nd­
not how to die. It is then that our f ea·rs 
are · alleviated and· rays .of hope l_ight· the 
pa th of uncertainty • .-. . .. ·. · 

Dea th is· not ·the. end but just· the 
beginning. It is the -�day to which all 
Christians can· and should'· look· forward. 
Dr'. Ettinger of Muhle·noerg College,; oh 
the event of' pis seventy-''fifth bi_rthday, 
expressed the· thought, "Thi's �s- jtj,st a 
College, preparatory to·: ¢nterin'g th.e·,·· 
Eternal Uni ve-rsi"-ty". ·we 1ire_par·e to ·meet 
ou·r crea to·r. '1.:Vhen .. the great df3.Y ·comes, 
when we breathe· our. last o·r this earth 1 s 
woes and distresses, may we be·�able to 
say with, assu·ranc_e in our ,hearts: · • 

Come, �svreet death, 
, Come, holy r.es·t ! . .', 
Come lead me into peace� 
For. f am· ttred _of the world;. 
0 come? I wait for thee, 
Come· soon a·nd lead me, . 
Clo·se my eye·s. --
Come, holy :rest! ' 

' . 

Come, swee�·. death,: 
Come, holy rest! 
I am ready to fac·e .Jes·us · · 
And stand with the angels; 
Now it is f inishea. · - ·. · 
Now arl · is ready :ior the ni'gpt 
Because .my eyes are already c.losed. 
Come, holy res_t: 
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CONFERENCES . 
. .. :.·�

�a�,0 'f:'=
0 

�. right _or- a duty to attend inr,, i�enom1nal,1onal conferen·ces? This· question has preseryted itself' to me a·e• a r�su�t of attending three such confe�ences wi ttnn t1?-e past. fifteen months; two- under th� auspices. of �he Int�rsemfnar'y Movement, w�le the third was called by the Vnive�­sity Commission of the Church Boards of.· Educa ticn. · Certain important ·points have c ome to my attention as a consequence of 
these meetings. 

At. one of the f orrner conferences the 
subject of Sunday observance was brought 
up by a mn who had a definite problem -in 
the congregation which he was serving·. 
The crass legal:ism which mad.e its appear• 
ance in hi� presentation caused me to­
shudder. If onl,y he had read Luther's 
explanation of' the Third Commandment was 

my mental comment. 
At the conference durin·g Christmas 

week at Nanerville, Ill., the prob!l.em of 
direct social action on the part o:f Christ­
ian st·udents occupied the major 'part of 
the plenary sessions. It was generally 
ad.mi tted that the individual student must 
come into a personal relationship with 
Jesus. But that was quickly pa·sse� over 
as the �onfer6nce raised the·quest�on or 
how to meet the social· problems wh1ch_are 

so v1ell knovm ·to alt of us: . The a.mazing 
fep,tu.ce was the dir1.1 ct pos1\1ve stands 
whj cb the �j o_ri ty of

. :he students t��!• 
Thev �new wnere they .11c.1.ntcd to go. Y 

hacl.· thought the p1·0blem ;h�ou�h and t��Y 

f�lt thRt they }1q,d the Cnristian way 

meeting it. 

I 

1 
.1 
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It has been reported that at the 
Edinburgh Conference of 193? Lutherans 
played an important part, altho�gh_they 
were in a minority. The question of the 
Doctrine of Grace md been presented 'in 
a definitely non-Lutheran manner. The 
Lutherans asked to present their view. 
Before they were finished all the othe�s 
realized that this was the view they really 
held, but had forgotten because other 
factors had entered into their thought. 

These three illustrations will suf­
fice RS a background for the conclusions 
v1hich I wish to d.raw. - It seems to me 
that the Lutheran position has much to 
contribute to the theological thinking of 
America. But it is obvious that.Lutheran 
thinking will not be made well known un-
less we tell o·thers· about what we hold to· 
be true. If we feel that. other groups 
have missed the.true meaning of the· Gos­
pel, it is our dut)r to meet with them and, 
when the· time· comes to p-resent our view, 
not hold back, but put forth our thinking 
so that all may benefit by what we hold 
to be right. If we wait in complacency 
for others to state their position and 
then, as it were, snipe at them from am­
bush, we are not being honorable to our 
teachings or to the others. For this 
reason I think we have a ri.ght and a· duty 
to attend and to participate in interde­
nominational ·conferences. 

The second conclusion is more se.lf-
i sh. Lutheran young people are looking 
for ways in which to· spend their energies 
working against the forces which are an­
tagonistic to Christianity. They see some 
church groups are trying t? meet the pro-
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blen.s with the. coop�ra tion of others. · 
But they look 111 VCt.1.n for this attitude 

�n the p�rt of -the ir oiivn church, They 
v, ould. fain work for the Church in me. et-in 
the s1 tuation, but they are dfs·suade:d 

g 

b y  a cold blast vrhic-h wilts their enthus-
iasl!I. ·and thei·r spirit. They grant that 
the primary. otiject of the Church is to 
change man's inner life, but they rightly 
demand that the Church should have an 
a ggressive, forward-looking, positive 
program 1.1hich ·will help_ them as they try 
to understand a nd face the problems of 
the world in -which they live·. We can 
g a in something from our contact with other 
churches in inte·rdenomina tional meetings 
toward finding means for helping Lutheran 
y outh�satisfy their desire for action. 
It is not sufficient to be instrumental 
in  a�irakening and sustaining faith, we 
must 2..l so be in� t!'urr":!n ta.l in guiding and 
direct:;..ng tm't, fed th as it seeks to ex­
pres::3 itself in meeting the world's dif­
ficulties in the. soirit of Christ. - . "'· 

Oswald Elbert 

THE lliIEN 7/HO HAVE IHFLUl.aiCED .ivJU, BARTH 
(conclusion) 

( Kier ke

. 

gaird and . Dos toj ewsk i we re discus- r 
sed in the last issue.) , . 

The next of hiR radical inaster_s, Barth 

f ou·nd in Franz Overbeck; spoken of as the 

"sceptical"_ Church Historian of B_ale .. Bu� 
w�s he a sceptic, Bnrth �sks, or was he a 

E�thusiast? ·At any r�te Barth frequently 
I 
I 

�-' 
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refers to.him. W'.nat he �dmired in him was 
his 11 reverence" for truth �nd his "violent 
dislike of illusions". (Rom. pcge 61) It 
was Overbeck who first seems to have led 
Barth to a determination to find another 
basis for faith than history; and to develop 
the idea of ·what he calls Urgeschichte, 
borrowing the word from Overbeck but•giv-
ing it a t�eological meaning. 

Overbeck puts inexorably before us ,, 

this dilemma. !1 If":Gl1.r.tstian.ity,:-tl!len not 
history. If history, tt1en not Christianity". 
"The proposal", he says, "to plant Christ­
ianity purely on history intimates only 
the dawh of the time when Christianity will 
come to an end, and will have to be taken 
leave of. " The one possible place for Christ­
ianity, he says, is not in history_but in 
the supertemporal Sl¼perhistorical-- in 
Urgeschichte. Overbeck raised disturbing� 
questions in Barth's mind and led him to 
decisions regarding history and the basis· 
of Christi"anity for which he bas to contend 
down to the present day. Overbeck, like 
DostojewsY.i, has also much to say about 
"the wisdom of death. " Death must have 
transcendent origin. Dees death serve as 
an "iron broom" to sweep away lies and de� 
ceit which burden our earthly life? Then 
there must be-ascribed to it a positive, 
creative, fruitful meaning. For death 
creates as well as destroys. 

The solemnity of Bar.th' s fre·quent 
references to death probably is derived 
from Overbeck. "The man", he says, "who 
spoke so feelingly of death mus·t have had 
a fruitful, livi�g, original idea. " 

Side by side with the "sceptical" 
Overbeck, Barth sets among his rr.asters 
the forward-looking Pastor Blumhardt of 
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Bad Boll. , who s er:it forth a greet ing " to 
a l l  who are w_i l l ing t o  wai t  f o r  the Kingdom . 
of  Gad , •� a man whom Barth describ e s· as 
"a p r i e s t- l ike_ man" , a man who ·•talways 
went f orth from God" t o  cure the s ins and 
t r·oubles  of the world , and who had but 
one w_ord--- " Only Thou , God , cans t hel p , ·  
Thou alone " , a man who a t  ·the same time 
"wa i t e d  and hasted"  ·for the c oming of the 
Kingdom of God . · · 

The Blumhardt s , father and son , are 
a ss o c iated with the wonders of driving out 
s pi r i t s , hearing of  prayer , ·the ·aviakening• 
o f  s ouls , the note  of v i c tory .  " Je sus· is: 
C onquero r . "  . That Barth' s theology has the 
o ut s poken ·charac ter of  a " The ol ogy of Hope" 

,l, 

h e  owe s in pa.r·t to  Blumha.rd t .  
The s e  were the men who guided Ba-rth 

i n  .: d s  f o rma ti  ve years . Tfi-e have not heard 
1 t he last of Karl -Barth. His- me s sage must ; 

be. c onsidered becaus e he sees _the Church 1 
a s  i t  ac tually' i s  to- day. Tf :Barth, or rather. 
t he movement in Barth, succeeds in calling 
a hal t  J to our anthropocentric theo'logy; if 
i t  s e t s . the burn ing que s t i on' of I the absolute 
t rans c e nd ent God aga in in the c�nter of 
our thinting ; if  i t  r e s t ores the ca tego_ry 
o f - Reve lat i on t o  i t s  pl�ce of hono r ;  if  it 
c �l l s _ Chr i s t ian thought afresh to revere 
t he Word of God ; if 'i t  puts again upon a 
frac t ious , r e s t ive gene rat i on the c la im of 
t he 1 i vin·g God for obed ience ; i t  will render � 
i nvaluable s ervice to  ·the Church and to r 
The o l o gy ,  even if  1 t  leave aside other and 
se<;  on_dary things . 

t 
Wal ter Bock 

1 

:\ 

I 
t 0 0 

f 
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TRUE 60NFESSION 

I d id it ! And now , whe n I look back 
on it , I would not under· any circumstances 
be without the experie nce . Of course , 
while I was ·doing it , ·  I did not particular-
ly relish the job ;  but , after all, aren' t 
there countless numbe_rs of things· in life 
of which exactly the same thin$ can be . 
said? The fact of the m.:� tter 1 s  ( and I 
t e ll it iri the s trictest confidence ) I 

� harbored a d istinct disl ike for the job. 

l ,-

-

x_ 

.. 

Had I ghost ' s  cha nce o f  get ting out of 
it without tearing my shroud' , I confess 

- I would have grabbed it . The w hole thing' s 
passed now, so I can co·nfess that my orig­
i nal conne ct ion wit� t he agency for which 
I worked was one of mere chance 1 and not 
of my own choice . I had no moral choice 
in the ma t ter. I w�s jobless and looking 
for a job. A re fusal to do s urvey-work 
would have caused eleva ted eye brows . One l 
just d are not be choicy in such times as 
that. . . 

I took the j ob. I was to go from 
house to house in Wes t  Philadelphia; ring­
ing doorbells , knocking on doors , shouting , 
to people in third story windows. All 
this was to t he end of inve igbing them to 
tell me the ir religious affil iations. 
Pleasant job? No it was not ! not by a 
long shot . Three weeks or so in s ultry , 
summer Philade lphia, and then the word of 
transfer to Mew York City. The ·glamor of 
the Big City attracted me at once . The 
job promised to be mare d ifficult there, 
true ; but I had put my hand1 to the plow, · 
I we nt . - , 

Forewarnings of a difficult task weren' t 
exagge�ated- - i t  was tough! I received 
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many dLffere·nt sor·ts of r ec eption, some 
that aren' t eve n  named :?et. ·Thi s str etched 
o-ver  days and ·,�reeks unti l thr ee 'i n·terini n­
a ble months had passe d • .  I was often at 
the nadi r of di scour�gement; T . ctiuld find 
no dec� nt exc use to get out of the mesi, 
tr y as I might. The last straw had c ome 
when r eli ef hove i nto si ght a t  last. It · . 
was in the form of a n  emerge nc y j ob i n  the . 
r egular r outine of the c hurc h' � �ork. I t 
was good- bye to canvassin g! There is no­
thing worse  than tha t j ob. 

Al though I have · presented the black­
s ide of the pic tur e ,  r emember this i's not 
the whole pic tur e. The· bri ghter side far 
over balanc es the darker and I'll show you 
exac tly what I mean. · 

In the fir st plac e, I had a fr·esher 
d esir e  to be a mini ster of the Gospel. 
I frankly. admi t  tha t· the work of the Church 
wasn' t any t oo attrac ti ve up· to the very · · 
end of my Semi nary da ys. The Church s·eem'ed 
t o  lack moveme nt and spir i t. The Cause of 
Chris t  had no mor e of an attrac tive pi c ­
ture· than a man stagna ting i n  some c·ros s­
r oa d, " hick" town. Its work would be ·a 
tedious r ouhd of b aptisms, meetings, mar­
r ia ges, and fu nerals. I wasn' t stimu lated 

· by thn. t' p_r9_s. pcc t. 
But, when ·I ent ered thi s work,  I was 

overj oye d to . find some semblance of life 
a nd movement. T hat was my fi r st and abid­
i ncr imnr essio·n of the Board of Amer ican Mis-

c -

sions . It was a new per spec ti v� oC the 
Work of Chr i st in · the world. The repre- · 
sent.a tiv8!:l o f  the Boa.rd had energy, ini tia­
ti �� , � nd c onsecrati on. They also had 
twentiE: th- c P 11t1 1. ry ·way,;:; of attacking their 
pr o1.•1 en�· , The�,r fj_ lled me· with ne\1'1 hope 
a:nd ...: ,_,u:tage , �ro u c an take i t  from one who 

i i 

I 
I 
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knows : when you work for this depar·tment 
of the Church , you are a part of the real 
11 s par kp 1 ug II of the U. L .• C • A • 

Canvas sing and bell-pushing is a "job 
that is disliked ; and it i s  disliked be­
cause it is unpleasant.  It  'is unpleasant 
because you know that you are taking a 
big chance of off en.ding the people to whom 
you address  your questions·. " It is un- Chris­
tian to offend , as you have· been told . 
It is also against our better natures. We 
always aim to please. So, what then? 

Would you really ii�e to go through 
life in the man�er of a wet dish-rag? Wi th 
no backbone at all? It i s  tiresome bow­
ing and scraping 'to receiv·e ·people ' s  �hanks 
and adulation. If you have any backbone, 
and if you hav� Christ-likeness in" you , 
you ' ll go· miles to avoid such a spineless 
existence . · · 

It is true· that you offend people· 
when you canvass , but �ith this . bii dif­
ference : you offena them in the Name of 
Christ. You will f ind that those most 
easily offended are generally farthest 
from the Church. However, not ·everyone· 
re·acts like that. ·rn the· inte·rests of em­
phas is , you ' ve heard a one- sided s tory. 
Let me tell you of � me . of the other ex� · -
periences. · ·-. · 

In many a house I saw a homer and" in 
many a person I found a soul. Take the 
case of that poor,· inebriate lady in a 
d ingy rooming-house; I talked to· her for 
hours and I thought r couldn ' t  reach first 
base. But she startied me with a Christ-
mas greeting. 

There are also the ca·ses of countless 
young couples adrift in • the world ' s  mos t 
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h_ea_r t�c:SS  whirlpool . Wµen· you -come to the'ir 
s q_ual1d ro?ms , you appear al mos' t as· ,if you 
wer e  c l ad 1n the r aiment of some dream­
cher is h ed Lohengr1.n� No- , not everyone 
peers ·thr ough a cra·ck in the d oor ; many 
are trul y gl ad to s ee you. I t  is lhes� 
W!lO s end you on your way re-·ass ured and 
c o nf td·en t that y ou 1:tre  on the r ig11 t way-. 

Be reasonable. C an you bl ame me for 
c ha�pi oni ng such·· a · '.�a us e  which offers such 
a gr and chall eng·e? C an you· blame me. for 
'5 eing s o  ena�noured of an ag·enc y which . 
so  fr es hened and q uicken ed my des ire to 
s ow t h e  ?lord ? If s o ,  \'lhenever yo'u hear. 
abd u t  canvas s i ng,  s ur veying, h ous e- to­
hous e, and bel l- pu? h ing, d on' t s ti ck up 
your nos e. Don' t regurgitate, but �bn-
q uer your ·r evulsion, ' f.or any such fe·el i ng 
is ou t- moded • . ·- The very words have bee n 
u nfairly col�red. If they d o  persis t in 
making y o u  feel ill ,  be:tter _c o_ns u1 t a: 
p hys ici a n- - the bes t one is yours elf. 
D iagnos e your ca·s e ; maybe there' s solll:e

-: t hing wr ong ins � d e. �e r h_aps a go<?d . s tiff 
d os e  of this very d is tas teful med 1c 1ne of 
s urveying would clea ns e  you. · Try i t! 

Titus R. Sc holl 
000 

ED i'i'oR ili ·s TAFF 

Oswald El ber t, . Ed itor 
Wil liam F. Pfe ifer 
John P • .  Stump · 
John A. McC onomy 
Donald R. Pichask� 

7 

' 
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I 

I 

I 
t 

I 

Have you any probl e m� upon whi ctd 
y o u  ha ve gi ven though t which: you wou 

-1 ike to s ha,r e? 'Vri te them up for 
s 

the 
I Semina.ria n  a nd thus help others a 
:.'i 

w el l  as yours elf. 
,., 
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ALL ASHORE t 

The men who go down -to · the sea* in 
ships of· ste·e1 ancd s·tea.m ar·e a hardy. l'ot. 
In 'thei r  mo�ern galleons they c:;-oss the 
seven seas�. with �argoe s tha. t would have· 
amazed . the Phoenician mariners; ·rn some 
ways the ir problems a·re no different 
from ·thos'e facing" other generqtions of · , 
men before' the mast . •No small n'art of 
the i r  troubles begin when they step on , · _  
shore, · ' 

0,A seaman on -s hore is an unemployed 
man ; '  he needs food, a bed' and medical· 
a ttention .' " In this manner Mr . P:uoffitt, 1. 
relief director of the Seaman ' s  Church 
Insti�ute of· Ph�1ade�phia , summetl. up the . ) 
sailor ' s  .troubles and the Institute· ' s. 
w ork to a, small grqup o·f us ·who were, 
v isiting ther_e some tiine ago. · . 

This . was , pe:thaps ,  the most intere�ting 
of our v isits to the C fty's ,socia·1 insti­
tuti ons . From the stree t Wf! saw a sub- ; .1 

s tantiai brick building about �i�e �tories 
high.- Its trianguiar shape, li.ke the 
prow of a shi p ,  faces both Dock and Walnut 
Streets. Much of the city ' s  me·rchandise 
pa·sse·s through warehouses and markets in 
t he neighborhood. . 

· · · · 
Once 'inside the build-ing we saw a 

group of men· playing billiards in a large 
room· that al so served as an audito�ium. 
Others were reading the papers � or playing 
cards or checkers . Some wer·e sitting and 
talking , -o.thers j ust si�t-ting • .  A inah oc- : , , _. 
cupying the c·ashier·s wicket at on·e · .•nd of 
this room d. irected us to· our g-uide, Mr • .. 
Proffitt , whose office is in the ·11 s ick . 
Bay" on the · floo'i· above. While we waited 

..., 4 u 
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for him to f in ish a conference wi th a 
sailor· needing aid , we wandered through 
the . hal ls of the dorini tory .  · We found �hat 

j they have separate sec ti ons for offi�ers 
and others for crew me.mbers , exac tly as · 
on  board a ship.  

On our inspecti on of the building we 
found a carefully worked out program de- . 
s igned to  meet every need of the sailor 
on shore. Mos t  of the men who s tay at ' 
the Seaman ' s  Church Ins t i tute are merely 
waiting in -port be tween j obs·. The· rates 
for beds in · the dormitory are a· quarte·r 
f or a night . If a sai lor does not· have 
any money but has his shipping papers -
( the sa·ilor •  s guarded possess ion wi thout 
which he cannot sail )  he can get credi-t · 

J arid pay it  the next time he ·comes· int o 
the ' Por·-.· ·of·�· Phi1.ade lphia . We were told 
that the sai lo·r r·espects -this · trust an·d · 

J 
pays-up- when he re turns again. Private 
rooms a·nd double rooms are · a bit  higher 
i n  prfc e .  · The ru·rni ture in a room c onsists  
of  a bed , a dresser and a chair.  'Jus t. enough 
for a short s tay. Every man upon entrance 
is ' given a med ical examination lf the-r-e i s  
any doubt about hi s heal th. · · 

Beside the rec·rea tion room tha·t we had 
seen on our eh trance , there are o ther ·roo·ms 
u sed for recreation and ins truc t i on .  We saw 
s everal old sea captains playing cards in 
the officers' q-uarters • ·  These quarters open· 

·o nto the balcony o·f the aud itorium which we 
e ntered - f irst .  1Nhen there is  a program in 
the aud i torium the off icers occupy the gal­
lery.  A f ine l ibrary on the main floor. pro­
v ides · an opportunity to read· on many sub- . 
j ects as we ll as to  ki ll  t ime on fiction. .· · A School of Navigation· is  conduc t'ed 'in 
thP b1t i  i.rU.nrs ·t:ly Naval officers from the New 
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Customs House a-cross the stree t. Men ambi­
ti'ous to advance their rating may enroll in 
the School for a small sum. 

The most pleasant surprise was the cozy 
little Chapel .  In back of the altar i s  a 
large painting of Chri �t speaking to the 
f ishermen on the shore. As in a European 
fish ing c ommunity , there i s  a model of a 
ship hanging on one s ide of the chancel. It 
wa s ninety-one ye�_rs ago that the first chap­
el e �peci slly for sailors was built on two 
barges �nd floated on the Deleware River. 
The srt ilo:-s would feel more at  home , thought 
the "binlders, i f  the ir chapel were on the 
water.  From such a background of srirituat 
mini stry to men of . the eea the Seaman ' s  
Church Institute ha s grown . It is an inter­
denomi.n:"1.t ione.l orgc> niza'.tion ·which i s  non­
sec tarian in opera t ion . Though it rece�ves 
aid from the Community Fund , much of the 
funds far ouerr t ion come from interested City 
and State Seamen I s  A.uxil iarie s. 

When the sailor responds to the command 
"All as:!.1ore '' he knows he v1ill find a friend 
at the Seaman ' s Church Institute . 

John P. S tump 
0 0 0 

Saturday Night 

Silenc·e fills thi s lonely night ; 
The noi sale s s  ' dorm ' is  like a tomb ; 
Shrouded at my de sk I sit, 
While wh1apered words come into s ight. 

Time,  that ancient he·re sy, 
Begins and ends and leaves undone 
Tasks that scattered all about 
d i s turb life ' s  tranqu il argosy .  
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Pau s·e awl1il e a nd le t t he m  t here , 
T hose od di t ie s  of dreary nights; 
Pray , and think of Him who asks 
In softe ne d  t o nes ,  " What wilt t hou have?" 

Stre ngth  and wisdom for the fight ; 
Re new m..v e ffort for t he work ! 
S t ill, and kindly come s His v oi ce ;  
" No fear , my frie nd, I am with t hee . "  

Truly t hey are lying there -
Upon my desk in fe arful pile s1 
Tasks t hc'l t nee d 9. str onger h-9,h d 
" No fear ,  my child, I shall be here " .  

G one t he cour age t hat I had 
To_ do the things I use d  t o  do -
Ge nt ly t he n  He speaks again, 
"No fear, my s on, I was �..vit h thee " .  

C omfort t he n  t his lone lin� ss , 
T his brooding .o n  t he tasks I have . 
C almly He .repeats  for me, 
"�To fear , my son, I ' m always here " .  

S ile nce fill s t his luci d night , 
T he no iseless r oom is rent wit h hope , 
Stre ng t h  surge s in my shrou de d form -
And one by one the ta sks are done . 

, . - , Her bert  Hrdlicka 

Note � - Pre se nte d .wit h acknowle dgeme nt 
of assistance fr om indiv iduals of the 
semina r y. 


