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Cross and the Swastika

Dr. Arthur Frey

ror the most of us, what was twelve

months ago the most vital issue of conflict
in the German state, the great reli-
gious upheaval, has been eclipsed com-
pletely by the outbreak of the Second
Word@dd 7z=r and shoved back into a second-
ary place in our thoughts.Dr. Niemfller,

Avzti-Semitism, the plight of the Confes-

sional Church, The German Christian EAurch
are all only memorlcs recalled to mind 3
occasionally, but no longer capable of
arousing heatsa emotions. Y=t these are
just the issues that we can not, we dare
not forget if we hold close to our hearts
the Christian Church and the ‘Viord of God
in Carist. 700 late we realized what

Twas transpiring in Kussia; we can not be
too late in realizing what 1is happening
today in Germay. For there before our :
very eyes is being maged again a struggle
that has its counterpart only in the ear-
ly centuries of the history of Christian-
ity and 'in the Reformation., It is diffi-
cult for us in America to realize this
here where we take our Christianity so
mueh for granted.lt is common fact that
the western world is usually at least
fifty years behind the leading thought
trends of the world, that" most of us
still consider the questions of evolution,
the finality of science, and the concepts
of relativity as up-to-the-minute
protlems still to be dealt with by

our theologies. It 1is the rare person

who knotvs that they have been smached,
outmoded, and as in the case of Germany,
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displaced by a more dangerous foe, there
the "Myth of the Tventieth Century", out,
of which has arisen the theology of the
German Christian Church.

For us to try to understand what is
going on in German today as far as the
German Chruch is concerned is a diffi- .
eult thing. Cn the face of the matter
it vwould seem that the Church is exper-"
iencing an inspiring retirth., Visitors
to the 1land of the Reformation tell us .
never havc they seen sut¢h large numbers
thronging to the Sunday services. This,
in the light of Ir. Frey's btook, one can
readily comprchend. But one must at the
same time comprchend that lies behind
such' a mass movement, For a large share
of the multitude filing into the pevs
each Sunday, in spite of the name that
they have adopted, German Christians,
can scarcely bte called Christian in any
sense of the word. To go into a detailed
account of their preccpts and beliefs
is out of. question here. Let me
simply set don a few of them as Dr. Frey
states them to stimulatc our interest
and thought on the sutject., These large-
ly concern the German Christian vision
of God. "There is no other God than He
Tho retals Himself in the People's
life and bteings---The birth place of
the German vision of God is the German
soul as it is laid hold of bty God.---

We find it ( a stiring of new life )
in the ' German Vieion of God', vhich
starts out from thc conviZtion that e€ach
people has its own God and its.own know-
ledge of God and that this God reveals-
Himself solcly in the people's life and
teing,--- The German Vision of God ex-
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Plicitly rejects Christiani
the German this is a religgg'tggi :(;
bty nature alien, --'"7e¢ are stTiving for
an undivided German Pemple's Church
on the bsis of a really racial GeTman
Christianity according to the prine ipk:
Cne People, one Reich, one Faith,' --
'For the Church absolutcly the same
laws of life hold as for the State; .
service to our people is divine service' T
---The curse of God lies on the Je.-ich
people because it crucified Jesus Chris t
Therefore, Christ did not give Himself
to death for the sin of all men.V
Bhese few excrpts must be read in
their contcixt to have any rcal meaning
for us, However, thecy do prove to us,
who are so prone to doubt, that there |
is a religious fight going on in Germany. I

And when we realize with what success
the State has carried out all the rest
of its projected aims we can readily see
how it might also beat down all Oppo-
sition of the Church. For the f}’zate has

lcte control of German youth,
E(r)lrgztl?;gle e merely palk gLout the possi -
tility of accomplishing aims throxfgh i :
the education of the youth, the Germ3

; is doing it. o
Statﬁloi‘:sall o% the effects of staﬁevgppo |
sition to the Evangelical Church_saOlje
teen harmful, horever. If theremllishcd
thing of value that it has acco ghurch
it is the awakening of tr}e trueconfessing
of Christ to a living fa11.3h, ato S
faith. It is almcst possn_,leb e
oount all the ill cone to it Fy J‘ro b
this one all—important_fact. ?:rmt;ch
a true follover of Christ means AL

an here 1

rore in Cermany today th
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ica vhere we so often merely acquiesce
to our faith rather than sincerely cog-
fess it, It necessitates hardship and
often actugl persecution.

You may wonder hat this German prob-
lem has to do with us. In spite of any
quietistic or activistic tendencies that
vve might pos=ess 7€ ecan all agrée on onc
point, that the Christian in Gerwany is
in necd of cur prayers, In his intro-
duction Dr. Tarl Barth —rites, "This
is really the first and most important
thing which is.required of the Churches
abroad: in their prayers thcy must not
leave the Churches in Germany alone.'

We can not help realize, as e look
tack, that thirty years ago That is now
transpiring in Germany iwwould have been
declarcd impossible. Onc may scorn
such a thought but vill ¢ in America
thirty or fifty wvears hence be forced to
admit the same unbeliecvable thing
about our Christianity?

Tonald R. Pichaske

THE CHAPEL BELL

As the chapel bell sends out its joy-
ous pcals across the campus, loyal hearts
respond in different vays., \

Some hearts abandon their respective
tasks and rush furiously tovards the
chapel path. To them the tell is saying:

" Make haste! Make haste!"In their eagerness
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to be punctual, they earc rilling to
trample upon any object that accident-
ally gets in their vay.

Other hearts regard the tell as saying:
"Be dignified! Be dignified!" Gracefully
and carefully they scek the path that
leads to the chapel. To them, dignity is
far more impecrtant than punctuqllty.
Thus they strive to dignify their figures;
and they regard dignity as their goal.

Still other hearts believe that the bell
is saying: "Create: Crcate!"- a right
spirit within. Unlikc their prcdecessors,
they ne .thar strees punctuality nor dig-
nity, On the contrcory, they combineg the
three elements (punctuality, dignity, and
solemnity) into one homogencous wholc.
The result is very satisfactory. The mem-
bers arrive at chapel on time; they go
in the proper way; 2nd they reveal a :

truly recligicus spirit.
May the joyful peals of the chapel bell
aid us to combinc¢ punctunlity, dignity,
and solemnity into 2 harmoniosus blcndj in
ordcr that osur chopcl serviecs mny bu cven
richcr in the futurc than in the paste.
Samucl A. Leiiis

A Smnll Matser °

Wec have comc to the seminary with a '
DU pcse (I hopc). Ho~ we belong to the som-
inary family. In this community and in
our life beyond this spherc, Christian
freedom is ours bccausc ¢ belicve and
follow Christ.

But thorc secms to bc 2 misunders
standing of Christian 1ibecrty. Scminar-
inns arc failing to act in accord Tith
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their Master's principles. If such atro-
cious failures are present now, what
awaits us when we leave these cherished
' halls®?
! Our lives are no longer ours., They
belong to Christ! We Lutherans believe
' in the freedom of the will, a freedom
' which comes to us through faith. Love
i in the guiding principle in this liberty.
esus has asked us to love God and love
i our neighbors. l'o we practice this ?
A little sericus self-examination
. for all of us might be teneficial before
| we travel farther along this path of
full-time service. 7= are not acting as.
[ we ought. There is much in our lives
' that needs ccrrectiun, and this is the -
most opportune périovd for improvement.
!'Needless- to say many un-Christian in-
¥"cidents have occurred. Confession is
good for tiie scul and the conscience.
It's about time we act as Christians. -

Small matters ¢ (sc you may- think).
‘Te leave it to you to correct these
disturbing elements, If you think they
are small matters, you had better change
your perspective,

These incidents harm many. They
fail to improve the character of the in-
i dividual involved. They irritate your
= fellow seminarians, They evoke concern
among the faculty. They retard the pro-
gress of the seminary. They hinder the
advancement of Christianity. Your .
Macster feels their sting! For the sake
. of your Lord, think on these things.

. For the sake of your Lord, act accomé-

ingly.

|
|
]

H. Hrdlicka
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THANKSGIVING HYNMNN
Tune: Duke Street

- 1.9e laud Thy name, Thou gracious Lord,

: For all the gifts Thou dost accord;

" To Thee Thy grateful children raise
This prayer of 'everlasting praise.

{

2.To Thee our songs of joy ascend, -
To Thee our daily thoughts attend;
From Thee all tounteous blessings flow

To Thy creation here below.

S.Saviour, in centuries past Thy might
Has drawn men to Thy saving light;
Grant, too, that we that light may =see,
And consecrate our lives to Thee,

4.Teach us, 0 Lord, Thy path to tread, "ﬁ
Teach us to go where Thou hast led, g
Teach us to d1ive and think aright, |
Teach us to live as in Thy sight. 5

O.And when we-close this mortal . life, _
- And win relief from earthly strife, !
Take us to Thee with love divine,
And glory, laud, and praise be Thine.

Willijam A. Pudde

IMPRZSSIGOGNS OF THE YTORLD CONFIRENCE OF 7%
CHRISTIAN YOUZH - AMSTIRDALS 1939

I A .

Delegates of two hundred and twenty
separately organized religious groups and
national churches worshipping together at
the same time in the same worship service.

Impossible; Yes, I mustadmit that on the
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way over to Europe this past July, I said
over and over agin to myself that such a
thing - was entirely impossible, My American
religious heritage was responsitble, In

the United Statcs we all speak the same
1anguage > and yet our various groups do not
understand each other, Cur own Lutheran
Church is separated into groups. Within
each group there are separated smaller
groups such as high' and 'low' church who

. do not understand each other. In fact we

Americans make little if any -effort to truly
understand e€ach other:'fully. Yes, my es-.
pectationes of the result of gathering to-

" .gether .seventy-one naticns with as many batck-
. grounds of language and thought were very

pessimistic. ‘And - yet, as the days 'of the
conference passed on there arose a surpris-
ing unity of purpose and endeavor. This

unity was in no sense a perfect unity of
agreement tut was rather a unity of under-
standing. This unity of understanding was .
accomplicshed through various types of
wor=ship experiences made possitle by the
conference. Hach morning as we gathered

.after breakfast, in the ConcertZesbouw where

all the general sessions were held, we.
participated in a different worship service
from that- of the day before. There —as a
French Eeformed, a Hungarian Lutheran, a
service led by an African of a less tradi-

‘tional character, an Indian service of the
* same nature, and lastly a Service led by a

North American group, led by Rev. Carl Lund-
Quist({Amer.Luth.). There also were four
separate Communion Services. A general
service to vhich all the delegates of the
conference were invited was held in the
Dutch Rcformed tradition. An finglican
service was held earlier in the morning,
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and a Danish Lutheran service(with indiv-

dual absolution) was held in the late !

afternoon for some of those who felt that

they, because of confeszional differences,

of a fundamental nature, cculd not partici-

pate in the conference service. These were

held in respective churches at different

times so that all the delegates could par-

ticipate in at least one service and also i

attend the others as non- participantz. e

On the morning of Juwi.y 31 the whole

conference was privileged to witness a :

service of the Holy Liturgy of the Fast- |

ern Orthodox Churches in the Concert Hall. |,

It was inde=d a rare occasion for most

of uss ;

a I have attempted to show what a variety

of worship experiences was possible. It is

true that, individual tastes appreciated ,

some types more than others, but it is also ™%

true that most of us felt that it was entire-

ly possitle to worship our Lord and Saviour {

at eacih or thecze services, which after all l

is the purpose of a tiorship service. This \

feeling was undoubtedly aided by the fact l
!

that each service had its own explanation

which gave us a better understanding of

the aiws of each s=ervice, and the various

rieans. of. its expreésion. {I have the various

orders ol service in my possession end shall

be glad to have you look them over.) e
This unity which existed aiso emphasis-

ed our great differmnces, especially between

the traditional and the free type of church.

Each of us undoubtedly felt more at home in

the church of his homeland. And yet in

spite of ourselves we kne= that Christ was

present at each of these services, Christus

Victor-- Christ Triumphant sang in our

hearts at each of these services. (To te cont.:)

William Zlbert,Jr.
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Campus Religion

Since all seminarians rccognize the
importancc vf the recligious dcvclopment
of collegc students, it scemed wotth vhilc
to givec a bricf summary of the —ork
of Hendriclis Chapcl at Syracusc Univer-
sity, whcerce the 'riter Tas counselor to more
than 200 Luthcran students for the past to
ycars. At thc national asscmbly of Church-
rclated colleges, mecting at Louisville,
Y., in January, 1959, thec Hendricks
Chapel prigrom was recommendced zs ‘the
onc which should be studicd.® Hence its
significancc aming many such programs.

Whcn a2 newr student arrives at Syracusc
he has alrcady reccived lctters from the
chapecl staff and from its denominaticnal
counsclor, At Freshmun Camps, sponsored
by Hundricks Chapel, he or she is intro-
duccd to all phascs ‘cf college life,
including thc religious activitics.,
Onc of ths most impzrtant of. thesc is the
= drship scrvicc, attcndcid voluantarily. by
m-r<c then 2 thousand studcnts cach Sunday
norining. For thrs ~ho desirc daily
worship, there is a t--cnty minutc ncon
pcriod, for which studcecnts takc completo
rcsponsibility.

Al though Syrncusc University was
founded by thc Mecthodist Church, +which
has thce largcest studcent represcntation on
campus, the Mcthodists rcfrain from
domination. Neithcr is Hendricks Chapel
non-dcnominaticnal, in thc scnse of sccking
only thc lcast common denominator for
agrccment, but it is “intor-faith', sccking
to apprecilate cach religiosus persuasisn,
Cathclic and Hebrew included, and to 1lct
. cach contributc the bcst in its 5-n faith,
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The ideal —orks surprisingly well, altho
the Roman Catholics this year are ccntering
their ork off-campus. Sunday night is
kept frece of chapel activities in order
to encourage the denominational fellowships.
The Lutheran Student Association be-
gan t770 years ago t:ith Sunday evening
social-7orship-disuussion meetings in a
Lutheran Chnmch, two miles from the uni-
versity. BEecause of the distance the
place of mecting 7as soon changed to the
Colonizal Room of Hendricks Chapel, vhere
20 to 30 students gathered each Sunday
from € to 8 (or later) for fellovsip,
refreshments, ctudent-led worship, and
discussion on the LSAA Study Guide and
other pertinent topics. Hikes, steak
roasts, parties, corporate communions,
and intercollegiatc conferences supple-
mented the regular schedule, There -as
very little conflict bctwcen loyalty to
one's own denomination and loyalty to the
cooperative religicus Tork of Hendricks
Chapel.

This 1wiork begins during the first
semester then the ne student discusses
"The Placc of Keligion in the Student's
Life", at a Vlcek-cnd Conference in the
social rooms of thc chapel. Those twho
desire to continug © mect veekly during
the yeamm As the student becomes acquainted
vith the sixtesn chapel committees, he
selects one ormore on vwhich to wwek. Of
these committees---headed ty men and ~omen
co-chairmen, and enlisting the activc
service of over 1200 students---a few will
te briefly descritcd:

The Inter-rfaith Committec arranges
visits to local churches, preceedcd by a
seminar, lcd by a representative of that
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church, A Butheran directed this group
of Jews, Catholics, and Protestants last
year.

In the World Relations Committee
young people of all nationalities and
races study cach other's culture and dis-
cuss current international affairs,
Peace education is a special interest
of theirs.

Thc Deputation Committec sends teams
of four to ncarby churches and social
institutions to meet tith the youth-and
conduct Torship services, Somc teams
travel as far as Burffalo.

One -of the largest committees,
Social Service, provides opportunity
for lcadership of seout troops, btoys'
clubs, and Hi Y Groups for men, vhile
vomen students may adopt "grandmothers"
in the Home for the Aged. cheer child-
ren in hospital wards, visit the (rphan's
Home, help the blind in their workshop,
or conduct a recrcational program in a
community center,

Another committce raises money for
a Student Emergency Loan Fund, adminis-
tcred through the chapel. Last year a
largc part of this fund was painlessly
procurcd by a serics of Rcd Rosec Formals
When fraternities held dances the girls
each vore a corsage of a single red rose,
sold by the committec for one dollars.,

The -Syracuse~in-China Student Group
‘furthers the 7ork of the Syracuse Unit in
Chungking, as it serves hundreds of Chinese
through. its hospital, school and chufch.

. It was in such an environment as this
brief summary suggests that the TTiter
Was privilecged to spend tTo delightful
years, He T7as impressed with the deep
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Christian convictions that motivated the
whole program, and he was heartened by the
knotviledge that such college students are
tecing traincd in leadership for ser-
vice in the torld.

Rollin G. Shaffcr

CCiTS

If you talk with a graduate of some
years back about the course of study of-
fered now in our Seminary, he will be
likely to comment of the degree to ithich
practical training has becom¢ a part.of
the curriculum., And, if your experience
is like mine, he vill comment on it favor-
ably. Apparently it is more and more
being conceded that theologs necd a proving
ground - vihile they are still in seminary -
to help them gest khe feel of the pastorate
before they are thrown into it telily.

All of us, 1 think, arc thankful that
this change has come. As '"student-assis -
tants"™ in necarby churches 1we are learning
vhat ve would be unable to learn 7ithin
the four walls of the seminary. The con-
duct of Torship, the first-hand study of
types of congregational organizations, the
application of educational principles -
these and a good many other opportunities
have become ours, and ve arc profiting by
them, But there is one field in which-
the seminary, by its very nature, can offer
us no practical training. f

I refer to the strictly pastoral aspect
of our work, our york with individual men
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and wwomen. In the churches to which we are
assigned such tiork is the pastor's respon-
sibility, and ve cannot expect him to
surrender it to us. In the seminary itsclf
thérc is no opportunity, apart from a ferm
trief hospital visits, for close contacts
viith laymen and layzomen. But i€ ought to
have such contacts, if ¢ arc to learn vhat
peoplc arec thlnklng what thelr nceds and
hopes and fears are. And we ought to have
thos¢ contacts in as controlled a se¢tting
as poseible, so that e may have some basis
for comparison and evaluation,

The Council for Clinical Training
of Theological GStudents was created to mect
this necd It is now fifteen years
old, but alrsady it has given training to
morc than 490 theological studcnts of all
denominations. In reformatories, mental
hospitals, and gcneral hospitals it has
established "ccnters'", each undesr the
direcetion of a theological sumpervisor. The
genzralprgran. in all these centers, while
varying with the typc of institution,
follovis prctty much the saroline. In
the Penmsylvania Hospitzal herc in Philadel-
phia, for instance, vhere I had thc oppor-
tunity of —orking i;ith the Council this
past summer, Te spent most of our time in
gencral vward visiting, gradually concen-
trating our visits on a number of paticnts
of ~hom w¢ made case studices., Specialists
in various medical fields lecturcd to us
on thc aspects of illness in vhich we as
pastors will be cspecially conccrncd.
Visits werc made to sotal agencies, to
the slum arcas of FPhiladelphia, and to
othcr hospitals. Throughout the cntirc
program our intercst was ccntcred in
peoplc. But instead of having to deal
tii1th pcople abstractly, 7¢ nare ablc to
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use the concrete experiences that cmmeout
o our ward visiting as a tasis for our
thinking.

At the end of the training period
most of us felt that we had made only a
bezinning in our first-hand study of human
nature., But we had made a teginning, and
that's the important point. /e had begun
to gather together scme of the materials
on the tasis of which we could later
develope the technigues of cur ministry.
Next summer the Council will again offer
training to a limited,g mber cf our student
and I hope as many cf?&ds .possitle will
take advantage of the opportunity. I yocu
do, I think you will bte among thnose 400-o0dd
theologs who agree with me that it was a
summer well spent, ;

T. L. Fisher, '40

The Lord's Prayer

Dear Father, Thou the Heavenly Une,
All hely be Thy Name;

Thy Kingdom cowme, Thy 7ill be done
Acs angels do the same.

Give us this day our daily bread; A
Forgive the =rongs we do - -

Yor by Thy love we nov; are led
To love our debtors, too.

And lead us from the paths of sin,.
From evil keep us far.

Thine ever has the glory been,
The kingdom and the power. Amen

I. Yost, -'40




