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FEACE OIN TARTH®?

‘Impossible! A mad-hatter's dream!’
says the wmatter-of-fact materialist, ' e
might', says the uilitarist, ' if they
eradicate Hitler, execute Stalin, erase
Hirchito.,' 'If that bombt in the Hunich
teer hall had only exploded fifteen min-
utes earlier, if a suicide victim would
only get Stalin before he ends his own
life,' says the more timid souls like
you and me, vho don't know exactly vhat
to do about war, but at least we want it
to end. "Thile a humble fTe~ pray to
their God, 'Lord, forgive the hard-
ness of our hearts.'

There, T beliesve, is a fair analy-
sie of the twentieth century search for
the Holy Grail of Peace, In pious plati-
tudes and holy phrases most eof us ex-
press a desire for peace, but in our
hearts resides a vicious triumvirate of
Violence, Hatred, and Death. Even in con-
sideration of everyday affairs it elips
into our conversation: if the accident
at Germantomn Ave, and Lincoln Drive
didn't result in the death of the driver
and at least two others the nerspaper
account has been uninteresting; if four
merchant sihips and t:0 subs ieren't sent
to the bottom of the Atlantic today
the —ar has been dull; “What, no-
body ltilled!" when the first report of
38 gas explecsion fravels through the
ether., Yhile a precious fev" humbly
pray to their God and say, " Lord, for-
give the hardness of our hearts.,®

In other ecircles this vicicus
sentiment crops out too, Southern moun-
taineers travel as much as ten miles
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every evening to tThe nearest radio to
hear if "Hitler has been licked yit",
and hundreds of them T7ould be 1l1ing
to snipe Germans tomorroil, In a recent
Ton Hall r”"rzﬂ, suprncsedly cucern-
ing ths msthods of peace settlement ey
possible for Zara;e Then the present
struggle ends BVETY'EEE»FT of the

debate, cxc:p the solitary German
cn the program, seem cd to possess ,
ons idea, "Ye must get rid of that o
'Beast of Barlin' t‘ have any kind of
peace." One British author on the
program had the teTity to describe
every Germen as a éesilc,Llc Hitler \
on the ground that he permitted hin-
self to bte militarized, permitted ;
himself to be subjugated, permitted
himself tc be oproressed. &7l
Rash as her zrzgument secems . to Dew
I should like toc ecarry it a bit 1urther.,
Not the Germans alone, but every -
person on the face of the globe e
(including you and me), who cntertalnsjng
thoughts and feslings as cold, brutaly ",
and inhumanc as those I have mentloned _%
is & potential mZitler f%oo: <1
Therein lies thc accusation Pl
against you and me. Te talk and Drayisss
for peace whila our hearts are hOT- Gy
beds of hats and indifference. ie hupe.x
for peace by the removal of an externaly
manifestation while the inner source =
flourishss and grors. Then the cinema =¥
was in its infancy a favorite seriali. Sug
as “"Pauline and the Villains". 1T 4SSSS
said that —hen Pauline was about 1o, DESS
destroyed at the hands of the villaing
Jestorn co-boys pulled out their sixs Sy
shooters and 'got' the villains on
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the screen, Their success in removing
the villains and our success in se-
‘turing peace are exactly the same, To
remove an €vil ve must remove its source,
il In our search for peace on earth,
Phen, let's get at the real source of
rar~-human hearts. vic ill have univer-
&al peace. only if and vhen ge.exile
*Rhe individual Hitlers sitting in our
hearts and enthrons the spirit of
Christian Love. So long as these grave
florld issues become the butt of pleas-
fant jests and satirical thrusts, so
long as Herbert Hoover can characterize
fussia's attack on Finland as a carry-
ing of the -orld "back in morals to

the time of Genghis Khan", so long as
rist's deceree to "Love one anothcr”
emains a beautiful oratorical expres-
ion and not a rulc of human hearts

e can never hepe for peace on carth.

! As the celebration of the birth
0f Christ, the Prince of Peace,
gpproaches again, ¢ ask *ith fear and
trepidation, "Can 7e have pcace cn earth?!
es, e can if we are =illing to strive
for it. 7e can have peace if —e first
herish within OUR hearts the peacc
ffhat the Christ-child brought, through
ve and the prayer of the humble

fe'- "Lord, forgive the hardness of our
carts.,'” If this Christmas scason

cans that much to us it +ill not have
ween celebrated in vain.

- Charles J. Harris
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: =ome people try to ero-d the napoinoss
of the blessed Christmas season into one
STl day. Lro ding the jey of the
k:nrllstmas gsagon into t-enty-four hours
is the gawc as sqceczing a sizc ten foot
ints a sizo cight shoe., Can this be done? |
X2'11 let you decide. ‘
Other pecple allow the spirit of Christ-=
mas vo perueate Ior one vvhole wonth. Dur-
;-'Lng the m0onth 01 December they are drawm
1nto closer fellowship with God as well
as with their felliowumen. To them, the
morld seems hettsr at this particular
time, and even the air seems purer. Len |
and omen Yorget their petty quarrels at |
Christmas time. They spend days and weeks |
selecting gifts for their friends and re- 2
latives, " erry Christmzas" and "Gappy
New Yeari grace tiie lips of the countlesss
persons e mect.
Unfortunately, as soon as the wenth of
December departe, men and vomen return to
their lermer —ay ol liviag, and dars not
reveal the joyous spirit until another
Christmas season srrives. “hy should
Christiaas refrain from prolonging the
spirit of Christmas? I am afraid that
there is no justifiable anster. It is
true that "¢ cannot celebrate December
25th every day. To revain the trimmings \ N
after Christmas has pasczed is as futile
as to cling to the appearsnce ol youth
after it has left us
Neverthelezss, Ve
of Christmas as lo s me live, By the
spirit of Christmas, mean the desire 1o
extend a helning hand to our needy nelgis= 1
bors. e do no have
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presents every day; but we can render
personal- service that cannot be measured
in terms of dollars and cents. For ex-
ample, a daily smile or a cheerful greet-
ing may mean moTre to the recipient than
a gift given with that superior air which
causes ths recipient to feel inferior.
Christmas, as most of us kiow, comes
but once a year; but the spirit of Christ-
mas may be shovn every day. The Christ-
mas spirit can be shown at our daily
chapel services by our willingness to
swell the triuwmphant song, instead of
letting the choir do all the singing., At
conferences or conventions the zpirit of
Christmas may be prolonged by our con-
structive contributions to the discussions,
instead of grasping everything the cothers
have to say and failing to voice our
opinions,

"To give," said the Christ, 'is more
blessed thair to receoive.! On behalf orf Him
"ho has taught us to give and 'Those
birthday we celcbrate at the Christmas
season, may /¢ reveal the best that is
in our hcarts. Let us reveal this, not
only at Christmas, but every day of our
lives!

- Samuel A. Levis

CHRISTMAS 1939

It is not the sound of angel voices
which the world will hear this Christmas
Day, but rather the drone of bowbers car-
rying a message of death and destruction,
It is equite a contrast to that day 7hen
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the messengers of God proclaiwed the birth
of the Frince oi Peace. Thes€e wessengers
today bring tidings of the hatred in the
vworld.

Yet,with all the hatred which exists,
e, as Christians, still proclaim the mes-
sage of peace to a world which 1s sadly
longing for it. Despite the tense situ-
atiom of the world about us we celebrate
the Lirth of the Christehild. And, per- T
haps thé phrase, '"peace on =arth, goodwill
to men' takes on new significance for us,
It is that msssage which sounds clearly
above the drone of wlanes and the cries
of posrer-hungry rulers, It ies the know-
ledge that Christ still orfers to all who
will accept the means of true life.
7 It is with no small amount of joy J
that the orld awaits Christmas this year,.
To one and all, iv is the symbol of a day
of peace and joy. It is the assuriang note
in these days of uncertainty. It means |
to us that 7e need put no trust in large
armies, in idealistic peace movements,
but that our securitycan be Iound in
the birth of a Child. Christmas sig-~
nifies more thain ever the howne which nev-
er fails. It symbolizes the renewal of
God's covenant with man.

To those who despsir it gives new J
hope; to those who can see nothing in the T
future but darkness it provides a light;
to those vho are burdened with sin and
serrow it providesg relief., That is the
Christmas which ve look for today. May
our Christmas marlk the beginning of a
new life of peace and comfort fer all
men in Christ Jesus.

R

- Hovvard W. Bock
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IMPRESSIONS OF TEE WORLD CONTERENCE OF

CHRISTIAN YOQUTH - ANSTERDANM 1939
II.

'In this part of my article I want
to tell you a little something concern-~
ing the disoussion groups whiclh carried
on the unity of understanding which I
mentioned in my first article on the
worship services. Ior even as the wor-
ship services set up a unity of under-~
standing, so did the discussion groups
which tool vlace twice a day. The first
was not so much a discussion group as it
was a SUDY group. For that is what we
did in the Bible group each morning. Ve
read various pertinent portions of the
Scriptures in an attempt tc allow Christ
to speak to us concerning those things
wnich we desired to discuss later on in
the day. These were connected to the
special theme for the day which was set
forth in an address which followed each
day's worship service. It might be ef
interest if I listed the topics =tudied
in the EBible study groups.

Study I: 'As One having Authority'
(Mk.1.14-28) :Themes- Our Different Back-
grounds and our Common Calling and Jecsus
is Loxrd.

Study II: 'Despised and Rejected of
Men'(Mk,viiia27-37)Thene: The Christian
invesdorlid ofiContiict

Study I1II: 'Children of your Fatherf
(Lk, xv. 11-32) Theme: 'Can Men be
Brothers?

Study IV: 'Not by Bread Alone' (Lk.
xii, 22-34) Themes: Qur Daily Bread and
the Christian Community and the World of
Nations.
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'cubers of Cne Body!
a7 ) 2 \m. o y A3 A‘ U8
1 : -9%)Thene:The Body of Christ? }(xi:tg
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Study YT« 775+ Al
5 Study .*..-'_.1taess unto Xe'(II Cer
Vet 14 to vi, 10)Theme: The Christian acl
Ambassador, %
vsing these topics as stepping off
claces, questions viere suggected and soen
o

others were freely forth coning from the
group members conceraing the scope and

tjp_e breadth of meaning to be gotten from
these scriptural fundamentals and the ap-
plications, if any,which could be made to
the problems we were concerned with in

our discussion grouns. Ticidently, there
7ere sevein major divisions ef special }

U e ]

interest or Biscussion Groups. They were

designed to cover the major problems con-

fronted by Christian Youth in the world '

of today. The ceven groupg vere: {i

1. Christian Youth in a "forld of Nations

. Christian Youth in the Nation and = ©
the State |

»
LA

[#

2., Christian Youth in the EZconomic Order
4, Christian Youth and iace '
5., Christian Youth and _ducatien

&. Caristian Marrisge and Tamily Life

=J

.  The Church: Its ifature and lission |
It is interesting to note that of = =
all these groups the greatest percentage |
of those present at the conference elef:_t-
ed to join group number seven-The Church:
its Nature and Mission. Aleo, for the
first time in history, there vras_lnc;ud_eld_
a group on larriage and Family }1fe 12- &é
world religious conference. Both of 7t es
notations point out to some extent t{'lii"-i‘
needs whieh the youth of today wish
filled. The amazing interest 1a the o |



s

N

Church is a clear iindication that the
world is locking wore and more to the
Church for the answers of life which the
Christian citizen muct have.

The Eilile study and D'iscussion Group
meetinge were held at varicus public
schools throughout the city of Amsterdar.
Fach group averaged about thirty-five
younsz people (18-35yrs.) from various na-
tions througihiout ths world. In my group
there were young people from five countries
in IZurope, Canada, India, China as well as
two representatives of the Russian Church
in Exile, The dicecusegions were carried
on in three official tongues--Tangzlicsh,
French and xerman. towever, there were
times when over five different lahguages
were 1in use 1n my group. In an article
such as this 1t would te imposcsible to
give you much detail orf each day's worl,
but I want to give you a short outline of
the ground covered by my group. EBefore
doing this I wish to oince more stress
that there was never ccmplete agreement
anong the memnbers of the group, as each
member had to remaln true to his own and
his Churech's belief,

"Thy do so many youungz peonle ignore
the Church®' "To this preliminary quest-
ion varied and revealing answers vere
given. Some said that the fault lay with
the organized churches rather than with
their critics., Some of the reasons set
forth were: the lacl of unity in the
Church; the lack of harmony among Ciirist-
ians;slackness and uncharitableness among
Church members; the lack of any prophetic
challenge in the Church's message. Cthers
blamed the critics rfor their self-centered
attitude, and mentioned preoccupation —ith
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material and secular imterests (ineluding
menmktership in political or economic move-
ments),and reluctance to cormit themselves
as reasons for indifference to or avoid-
ance of the Church's call, Lack of re-
ligicus education in the home,and the bagd
example of parents, were also mentioned,
In generzl, hovever, it was felt that
YOUTH IS READY TO BE CHALLENGED; that it :
would respond tc a strong challenge which ¥
called for sacrifice; but that the Chureh
is not presenting its challenge adequately,"
With this discussion as a starter we then
turned our thoughts and discussion to an !
attempt to clear up and to understand what |
the Church was and what its mission was. |
What is the Church to you? This question
received many ansvers, with emphasis by
many upon a difference existing between i
the Church and the churches. The delegate l
from India felt that The Church exists §
as an ideal, which has yet to be realized. |
The Eiblical dectrine of the Church was ;
then discussed, with its basis going back
to a visibvle historic community with its
roots in the 0ld lestament, in the Call of
Abraham, This attenpt to trace the contin-
uity of the 61ld and HNew Israel seemed un-
familiar to many. Many wished to cut
Shristianity off from its historical be- J
ginnings in the history of the Hebrevs.
Then followed discussions on the authority
of the Church; the place eof the Church in
the world (it is first an ecclesia-called
out of the world, then leaven, sent out Ty
God into the world in the power of His
Spirit. Once we covered the Nature of the
Church as best we could, we turned to a
discussion of the Mission of the Churche J!
{To be cont.) ~yilliam Zlbert, Jr.
-

I
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NOTIS ON THD MEISSIAT

There was a period of silence. The
huge audience sat with bated btreath as the
tall kindly eld man started to play softly
on the organ. The strong clear tohes of
the =20loist filled the amphitheatre with
its semi-circular, terraced rows of gowned
singers, and then floated cut toc the eager
audience. The flowing locks of the gray-
headed organist indicated in their motion
the changes in tempo, zand his entire body
vibrated with spirit of his nlaying. EBe-
fore him were, strangely enough, no music
scores, Of course, he lmeT the music
from memory. Put no, there wras a greater
significance in their abscence, A closer
examination would reveal a vacant stare
in his dcev-sect eyes. He was blind. But
there was no hecitation in that sightless
body. The Iingers meved over the keys
with marveloues certainty.

Suddenly, with a shake of his hcad, the
entire chorus cantercd with such a surge of
pulsating music that it seemed to lssue in
visible wavcs of sound and enter the soul
of tho audicnce. They were so transported
with emotion that of one accord they arosc
and remaincd standingz until the chorus was
endéd. This was thc Hallelujah Chorus, the
last scction of the sesrnd wnart of the
sacred oratorio, The ifessiah., The blind or-
ganist was its producer, Geerge rrederick
Handel. The place was the Foundling Hos-
pital in London. 4 :

Handel, following a creer of producing
and directing Italian opera for the Euglish
court, in his late forties happily turned
his thoughts entirely tc the species of
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coimposition which has rendered his nams
immortal ---the oratorio.His imagination

wec kindled by the subline postry of the
sacrcd writings; and he felt that this grave
stylc of composition —as best suitcd to the
circumstancces of a man descending into tho
valc ol years. 7ithin the next t7o decades
seventeen oratorios flowed from Handel's
prolific pen with the climax being rsached

in 1741 which year saw the birth of his T

greatest worl: -- the lMessial.

Although the performances of his
other oratorios were so poorly attended,
the Messial was more and more favorable
received, and always drew crowded houses.
Since The Meesiah raised Handel's reputa-
tion so high, he determined with the
benevolence which belonged to his

character, to have it annually performed g

for the benerfit of the rFoundling Hospital;
and this he continued to do as long as
he lived. The orgzan in the chapel of the
hospital was alsoc his gift.

In his latter yvearse handel became
blind. It was arfecting to sees him,
wore than seventy years of age, led to
the organ, and then brought forward to
make his usual obeisance to the audience.
But aven then, the concertos and extempore
pieces, which he used to »nlay betveen
the acts of hig eratorios, 7ere
distinguished by all his accustomed
strength of imagination and energy of
execution.

ols last appearance in public was
on the 6th of 4April, 1759 when he
performed as usual, He dizd seven days
later. He was buried in "estminster
Abbey; and over the place of his interment .
is a munonument by Roubilliac,
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consisting of his Tigure in an erect
posture and holding a scroll inscribed
with the words, "I kno= that my Redeemer
liveth', and the notes to which these
words are set in the Messiah

-Wilbur M. Laudenslager

TC7ARD A CULTURAL LIFZ

T™e study o culture does not neces-
sarily mean its practice. & may be expossd
to the culturs of the past and present,
and still remain uncultured in our actions.

Tfany are the “arte’ vwhich a seminar-
ian studies and pursues as he seeks to
prepare himeelf for his high calling.
Aeide from the study of these subjecets
which are directly related te tiie nature
of his —orlk, the young ministerial stu-
dent endcavors to broaden his background
and his vicwpoints by a study of subjects
in all fields of luman endeavor. The more
that thcre is to know, the wmore there is
that he wants to know. 7o know the 1ideas
and the culturss of many pcople is not
just a "hobby' with him, it is a reoal
nart of his training and a necessary pre-
paration for his wvork,., The morc he Kknois
the better able he will be to undcrstand
and sgolve the many problcems and guestions
waich will be his to answver, So the quest
for knovledge and more knoledge, So the
insatiable hunger for culture and a know-
ledge or the "arts'. And so to the pursuit
of a vide and broadcning study of the
arts and scicnces, of human naturc, and,
finally, a groving apprcciatien of the
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mind and purposes of man. The latest book
i3 read; thf? lat.egt achievement in the
vorld of science is noted; the latest play
1s seen 1n relation to the pelitical, ec-
onomic and sccioclogical developments of
the day and age, and through all the mind

of man is seen still exploring, still
reaching out for an even greater knowledge,
Or, this young student may go to the Aca-
demy of Music fer an appreciation and 7
understamiding of the best in the vworld of
‘mueic., He visits the art galleries, and
sees there the past in all of its glory,
and the future with ne: beginnings, To
understand the problems that concern the
modern scociologist, he visits the slum
sections of the city, and so better under-
stands the social problems and conditions
of the poor. And so up and dowvm this stu-
dent goes, learning from every experience,
seeking for scomething more, This, ve know,
is the proper attitude, To be well informed
vie must inform ourselves, So alyviays

will the pursuit of knowledge remain a
daring and fascinating adventurc.

However, there is more to be desired
than just a knowvledge of culture., Tae cul-
tured perscen is more than just ene who
"knows' something, he is also one whe
does” something--that is, he lives with-
in the light of his knovledge. Eis thoughts,
hies vords, his deeds are an expression of
that vhich he knows. Knoledge that cal-
not be used to express our daily living :
is no knovledge at all, for thoughts, ideas
and —ays of living arec somcthing to bE
passed on; not to be hidden, locked up
in air-tight compartmecnts, and then fqr-
gotten. In other —orde, ~hat I em (Iying 1
to say is simply this --: our thoughts,



g

=S

our ~ords and our deseds express the truc
value of our kncwledge. They alsc express
the naturc of our lives from within, It
is as St. Paul so aptly puts 1t, "Though
I have the gift of prophecy, and undor-
stand all)l mysteries, and all knoilecdge;
and though I have all ratih, so that I
could remove mountains, and have not
charity, I am nothing-. Charity, or Love,
is the means by which 7e express our
faith in the promises of Christ, and the
Christian Church today is a result of a
determined expression on the part orf those
carly Christians vwho endurcd all manner
of hardships in ordcr that thc Gospel
might live.

Youdand LS ve -seekiknowladge s e
strivc after culture, and great is the
opportunity that ¢ have at Mt. Airy, but
greater is the opportunity to make this
knouledge of ours work in the day-by-day

rclationships wvhich we have with cone another.

In such a esmall matter as cating at the
Rcfectory, —e could hope for a deccided
improvemcont., Most of us, I am suré, know
the simplc rules of table ¢tigquetts, but
very feowdhere are vho consistently ob-
serve them. The nced to leave the dining
hall —ithin fifteen or tienty minutcs is
too great to rocmember that the "gulping
dovn™ of fzod is not only unhecalthy, but
is alsg disagresablc to those vwho do like
ta take time to cnjoy their food and the

‘felloiship connesctcd with cating., I firm-

ly belicve that a minister can do greater
harm to himeclf by poor manncrs at the
taktle of a parlchl-nbr than he can by
to or threc poor scrmons. I alsc firmly
bulicve that little things are 1mn>rtant
t: the person who would truly be oyl -
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tured” -- 1ittle kindnesses, llttl@
thoughtfulness for the other fellov
tle words of cheer in times of atresé
troutle. Let,us, then, put the knowleg
that e are Teceiving here to work for
the interest and the betterment of th
entire Seminsry group. There could be
and =ould be, a cqf nge 1n our 7hole P

sent the 1ccom uf cul ured gentlemeq=
btut also ”‘41d treathe forth the ve
spizrit of r Loréd and Christ,

- Pzul ¥, Tlalthour, '33

HEARD TN THE CI.s.SmeOmS

Tiomen .of -both Sexes T
Dr. Tappert ¢
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Christ-likeness is more than turning i
other cheek. Dr. Snyder_' 3
Faith is an attitude toTard the KnO” .
ledge which you have. ..C C.1.Jacobs

The Holy of Eolies for us, as Christ;
is. in Heaven, and our cfrlciatlng High
Priest is uhrlet nimselr. Dr. Offerﬂmv;v
The Nunc Dimittis wes Simeon's svan-song

Dr. Offermar

Compiled by Tm. J. Leifeld
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