


August 24

Feast of S3t. Bertholomew, Axdostle and llartyr

Little is known from scriptursl record of the lifc ~nd work »f

this

apestle of Our Lord, whosc Day constitutes the only festival

o0f the Lutheran Calondar cccurring in iugust. Troadition ossigns

him

~» ministry cxtending tce the borders ¢f Indio and clesing with

martyrden in Lrmcenin. His symbol is the shicld surmcunteé with
’1*V1ng knivcg, the instruments of his nmoartyrdonm.

{ing cf saints, t¢ Whom the number
0f Thy starry host is knowm,
Mony o name, by man Tﬂrpotton
Lives forever round Thy uhrcnc-
Lights thch corth-born nists have de.rkened,

Th-;; ¢ shinineg full and clerr,
Prinecss 1n the courts of heaven,
Nomele unrencmbercw here.

Nonc c¢on tell us: 211l is written
In the Lomb's grert vook of life,
ALl the Haith, ,ni roayer, and paticnce,
211 the toiling, znu the stri fe;
There ~re teld th hidden urb SUros;
Nunmber us, 0 Lord, with the
Waen Thou mnkest up the jcwcls
0f Thy living di~dcm.
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"T?he Spirit of llan is the Candle of the Lord."

St. Paul wirites of the faithul Philippions 2s shining
"iikc stars in o dark werld, holdaing forth the Word of Life."
4ll whe Raow sn@ hive oxperiencced the groace of God in the Gos-
wel ¢f His Son arc thus illumincd. The study of the Terd of
God, thc doily «oppropri.tion of Divine Grace must ncclds sct
srie oflime with the 1love of Ged that finas its cnd in acticn.

d¢ contend thnt the stuldy of Scripturce 2nd of Theolegy
cinncet be chrricl on with success in en atmesphere of dis-
intercstcuw professionnlisme There is 2 censtant dahger thaot
ence religious faith ané spiriturl growth nrc rcduced to 2
proccss of mcre disscmination of informntion, at cncce 2ll
spoentancity vanishcs, creative rceligious imngination gives
ground tc¢ snecr technic-l study.

Indced we have our "treasurc in carthen vessels," but
the cmphasis rightly lics wita the treasurc, not the carthen
vesscl., The latter, in St. Paul's thought, was only to "show
thot the transceending pewer belengs to God," not te mons It
is possible sco to concern oursclves with the "carthen vesscels,”
the imperfccticons and corruntions, the internclations, the
Givisions of chapter and verse, thot 2t length the glorious
neaning escapes us altogether and we nre left untouched with
tne messtge thoat weuld set our spirit sc~ring and warm our
henrt. e ~rc remindcl of an English instructor whesc method
of mrescuting Tennyson's "Crossing the Bar" was te set the
studcints to parsing cach stanza, verse by verse, word by word:

finnt e we dao to cultiwmte o spirit of cager inquiry

inte the wast and, for ug, uncxplored rcalm of Christien faith
and 1ife? We h.ve baefore us the fullncss of God's Revelation,
" the witness »nd iaspiration of great lives. How can we
necocunt for cure current disintcerest, indeel, an amizing apathy?
It is tint one's religious imeginction must be quickened,

wart ond soul stirred by the prescnt:tion of the Gospcl. Each
uncoun+or revinrded witih fresh meaning, new insight!

4ll this wenlth cof inspiration canmot be ours by way of
disintcrcsted study, by wnay of the dusty rondt that forcver
holds us to the v.lley. Our approccen must be fashioneld to
lcad us into momonts cf lofty vision, Ifranceis Thompson sow
bcyona the Londen sluns; he assurcs us,

"The angels kccr their oncient plzcos---
Turn but » stone,and stprt o wing!
'Tis ye, 'tis your cstranged facces,
Thnat miss the many-spicndeurcd thlqg.

If we ~s pastors arc to "holc forth the Word of Life"
to our neoulo our first duty is to conccntrate upon the
Trcasure committed to us.



THIE CALL 10 THL CHAPLAIINCY

& Brief Description of the Navy V-12 Program
In Bffect in the Yhiladelnhia Seminary

by

Carl lau

On ouly 31, 194%, the awaited directive from tre Navy Bureau
of Yersonnel regarding the pre-~theological and theological train-
ing yrogram under the Navy V-12 orogram was issued to all shipg
and statione of the U. L. Havy. Thus was inaugurated among the
nmany educational training programs of the navy cne that presents
pernaps greater opportuniities to its men than any military orpman-
ization rus over ofidered its personnel in world history. Our
purpose ere will be to poiant out some of the features of this
pre-theological usnd theological training program,

There was 1eed for much ground work both before and after
the initial directive cf July 31 wes issued, particularly in the
instance of cexrt.iii church bodies. Ihrouzhout our national his-
tory it has been the policy oFf the navy snd the government not to
dictate to the Church in mattsres of religion. The Constitutian
of the United States guarnantees this independence. When the navy
prorosed the chanlniiney nprogram, however, some of our church
bodies objected, I2elingm that such gction would mean g step towsrds
& etate~controlled churchn--21a indeed it cculd be. Considerable
ad justment was necesscry to setv up this unprecedented program,
in order that the virious’ church grouvs would be willing to enter
it in good fuith., The final recult vwee a program as we now have
it, and of which our own scminaery is o part.

Por an enlisted man to be tronmsferrca into this program, he
must first have sccured the recomncnas.tion of the commanding offi-
cer of his nctivity, ond cecclcsicstical endorsement by his partic-
ular church body, includaiang the filfillment of reauirements for
admission into the Seminary of Lis Church,

ilen who are olredy seminary students 2pply for the progrom
through thre prever enlistment channels, nd 2gain must Secure -
dorscment by their church body. Lhe program originally included
on ¢ight scmester ccllage coursce for those who hazd no previous
college work; the ontire progr:m is 1imited to a period of fiwve
years., At presont, only men whe are ~lrosdy enrolled in o seminary
are nccepted into the nrogr.m, there being now Goout 500 men thus
Includcd, Since a navy chaplain is o naval officer as well as o
Clergymun, the navy vresceribes certoin courses which he ghould
take Waile in college. These include & cerbain amount of mathe-
matics, physics, n-vignrtion, togcthor with courses in naval
Orgznization. Other tham thot, he should pursuc o goneral pro-
Enoologicgl course 8 rceecomminded by the seninary wh}ch‘he plons
%0 2ttend., .hon tho candidats onters the seminery, however, his



troining is under the complete supervision of theo scminary, ~nd
thus undor the suapervision of the Church. The niwy reouests only
that the geminirj omarate urnon “n ~ccellerated vasis. Por us this
ne~ns With the adaition of summer scmesters, the normal ~crdomic

course is presented 1n two instead of three years.

me there orc ten n~vy studeonts enwollcd in
STERg o i ary, end Dol pG Agxpecitad dnathevce il verm.  As yot sit.
Alry 1s tiw only lutheren oscnminary selected for this treining,

:nd here it mnay Do noted that thce novy mokes 1ts seleoction only
from schoolg .ccrecdited by the mericon Asseciation of Theological
seminarics. It is wadcrstood that the Luther n Sceminorics at
Copit 1l University (Colwnbus, Ohio) ~-md Dubuauc, Iows will 2lso

oc includeda in tac progrm socn., To our own Seminary, the navy
orogrom hns aram men from various synods. 3csides the United
Lutheran Church, we find here 2 representation frem the American
Imtheron Church, the iorwvegion Luthernn Chwen, ~nd the Augustane
synod. Throuvgn arreongemaent with the Hdwticncl Lutheran Council
these men will e crdoined by their respcctive synods.

ot i

.3.1

e en the couanus vhe are wearing the uniiform of the nevy,
neve, in oiffect, plrendy accepteéd p call--that of scrving 18 pas-
tors to tne mair of our iwy. oOur porish will be larze-- thc nced
ior Cariss is ever present, and wiecrever the man arce, therc we
snall chooge tc pe. Yo shnll find many tisks tnat arce much dif-
feront from thosc of the oxdinrry p rish; but then, war is 2180
far vifferont from oxdin~ry lifec., It is th:t we ~re ccavinccd
thet ncre e should scrve--first nd forcemogt--our Lord -nd
Sevigur Jesus Christ to thoe glory of the Xingdem cf God, snd
then, «leo, cur a~tive ceuntry. Yos, cur woryx will be diffcrent,
for sorking with Sunday Sciecl children ~nd ladies ~ir socicties
will not bo included in cur -ctivity, but our ge~2l will be the
same ne for «l) ministers wnd apostles of our Lord.

-000-

3ince the entrwmce of our country into the war, »rayers for
mr-time nave been uscd rogularly in deily choocel scorvices of the
seminery. In ~dditinn to these imtercessions, the Choplain of
the beminary hos wrepared wn 0ffice of Remembrence which is used
0ccesionslly in Hae chrpel serviece, e are including =« covy of
this intercnunory Office in this issue of "The Scminarion® in
the form in whiicn it wes wublished for chopel usc.
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consideration of the demands to be made upon the instrument, the
acoustical proverties of the building, a8ll of which affect the
final tonal properties and mechanical specifications. We do not
mean, of course, that a majority of builders are inscrupulous in
their intenvions, but bvecause of the attitude of & parish in
giving the coutract, the ouilder often chooses the course of
least resistauce. Albert Schweitzer has noted that, “"anout the
end of tihne nineteenth century the master organ-builders becane
organ menuilccturers, and those wro were unot willing to follow
this course were ruiued.”

in orgsn matters, especially in an original purchase or re-
building of an instrument, the average parish would do well to
gecxk the advice of & distinguished organ architect or desisner,
such & qualiiicd cxpert could aid in plaaning for the best possib-
lg placement of tue iungtrumont, in drawing up the first tonal und
mechanical specifications, and finally in supervising its comple-
tions The organ architect has suffered some disrcpute largely
because of the inadeguate lmowledae of those whno would posc as
suchs fthere is o mood deal to be seid, nowever, for the encour-
sgement of worthy srchitects. In recent years sScver:l competent
designers have been at lea2st »neovrtially responsible for thorough-
going ianvestig. .tions i tonal ag well us nochonicsl matters, and
have crerted some truly fince and novle instrumentes.

In plaining the building or reouilding of & church it would
be well to call in someone qualified to advise the planning of
an orgai. LUven though the instrument may not be purchased until
e future date, plans ghould be made from the very veginning. It
can havpen that the provisions for the orgun may be inadeguate
in even a #ood drawing for & church., In this country as well as
in Burope it is true that with  "many modern architects it has
already become & matter of course that any corner will do for the
organ.’ Perhsps one of the most unfortunste examples of this sit-
uwation is the peantiful chapel on the eampus of the University of
Pittsbur«h where the instrument was so placed that the disadvantage
could not be overcome., ‘'he result is an orgen handicapped from
the start.

fhere are three fundamental principles in the placement and
design ¢f an org:n which we can remember with value. These grow
out of the experience of years of building and make possible the
use of the instrument to its proper end. Iirst, we might con-
sider the vlacement of the instrument in relation to its environ-
ment. The~organ should be placed functionally, i.e., wWhere its
Use in the services or lituregy demands. This must be tempered
0y several other considerations. It should be located in correct
rclation both to the choir and the congole, so that it may be
EG&Td wroperly at either position., And there must be free egress
for the tone. whe orgun should not be "buried” (as so often
lltcrally happens) in & chamber, but exposed as much to the open
&5 possible. This is so the tonc neecd not be forced in order to
e hewrd properly. The orgen has thusc to be hid beceuse of
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poor or inartistic workmanship, or if the tone is smothered, the
instrument had best not been purchased at all. On this subject
Albert Schwieitzer, a well qualified authority, has this to say:

"Ihe action of an organ and the quality of the tone

are determined by four factors: the pipes, the wind-
chest, the wind pressure, and the nosition it occupies
in the building. If the o0ld:organs sound better fEan
those which are built today, that is, as 2 rule, part-
ly the result of their having been placed in a better
position. The best place for the organ, if the nave

of the church is not too long, is above the entrance,
opposite the chancel. There it stends high and free,
and the sound can travel in cver direction, unhindasred.
e o oin the ceffort to build organs as large as »ossible,
and with the further object of having the organ and the
cnoir close together, it often comes about that thc
organ is allottcd an unfavorable position « « . but en
orgaen standing on the ground never produces the same
effect es one which delivers its sound from & hecight."

A Sccond artistic principle is that of the tonal charagter
0f the instrument itsclf. Hoere the orgen has been influenced by
the Americ2n spirit. One writer has doscribed it as o wish "to
keep abreast of the bpest thought of the world, and to achievae
mugh in art and letters”, but at the same time, "showing an ex-
clusive fondness for wold and striking effects. Lacking a rec-
finement of taste," he continucs, "we were disposecd to regard
anything brilliant as superior to really admirable work in a
quiet style. ‘e demendcd quick, showy results and constantly
tended to identify bigness with greatness.”

In tonal mattcrs, perhaps the greatest influcnce, detrimoental
or otherwise, has becen the cra of the theater organ, From this
influence came the "faudness for bold and striking tastes", sob-
bing flutes, the over-usc of percussions, blubbering vox humana's,
end so on, Portunstcly, however, in the nast five or ten years,

& new gpproach has been coming to the forc. New patterns of
thought are arising as the result of more sarcful thinking in the
building of organs for their proper usc, rather than the compil-
etion of a mass of miscecllancous material.

. Pinally, thec mechanical ability of on instrument is an ar-
tistic principle that should not be omitted. Faulty and unrcli-
adble mechanical attributes of an instrument can become o for-
Midagtc obstruction to the proper usc of an organ. It is o mat-
ter of prectical eoncern as well, for few instruments have cver
been built, if any, that have not required mechanicel attention
Some time during their lifetime of uscfulness.

i A more careful approsch to nroblems through the aid of
vC entific knowledge plus cxperimentation has aided in many ad-
dlces, In numerous instances it has revealed haw close many of
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the eighteenth and nineteenth century builders came to the truth
in the creation of their instruments, and this chiefly because
they did not ignore basic and fundamental rules.

A nev field was developed with the sdvent of the electronic
instruments, erromeously cclled "electric orgsus". Perhaps the
best known of thesec instruments is the "“Hemmond Orzen" developed
by the Hammond blectric Clock Gompany. The tone of these instru-
meats is produced synthetically in various ways. In the "Hammond”
a whirling disk with & number of facets gives an clectrical im-
oulse of & certain cycle cequivalent to the ratc of vibration of
a nmusical tonc. ‘this vioration is then emplificd and synthetic
upper partials crc added (which arc c¢reated in the same manner) to
produce compound toncs similar to those made by the diffcreant
"voices" of the organ. There the developmoent of this type of tone
will lcad is difficult to mredict now. The chicf virtue of such
instrumonts at prescent lies in their mechanical perfccetion.

They arc not the work of an artist craftemon, end at Rest their
tone is merely synthetic.

in this new era the influence of churcn architecture, s¢i-
entific aids and apwroaches, and the revival of "classical"
tone have been imvortant factors. There is an attempnt to keep
the church and its measage on a level avove fads and fancies.
Another influence comin< into prominence is the revival of the
lituragy of the Church in its pure form. So with the organ: it
is beinz restored cgain to its legitimate position a&s & leader
in congregational singing of the great hymns and liturgies of
the Church.



PROFITABLE FOR READIZG ....

In the year 1856 a hwumbdble man
enterad a Carmeclitc mnonastery in
Paris and was afterwards knorn as
3rother Lovrencse e was a simple
man and wcld a simple Charistian
faith. ~“e was rot concerned =with
theological difficulties or doc-
trinal cortroversicse ZFor him thesc
did not exist. *is only 1lifc aim
was to bring avout & constant and
personal wiion Jctweewn himself and
God- Tiis .«¢ accomolisncd to a not—
ablae dagreo. Zo neoodzd no megnifi-
cent caurca, n2n cladborate ritual, no
apvoianted hour. To him altsr and
kitchen table vyere the same; it was
as #rond a scrvice to pick up a
picece of straw as to precach to mul-
titudes. Xe livad each minutec as in
God's mwrosence. "The time of bus--
iness," ¢ said, "doos mnot with me
differ from the tima of prayor; and
in tile noisec und clutter of wmy kitv-
chen, while scveral poersons arc at
the same vine calling for different
things, I wossass Jod in abs great
}ranquillity as if I »wwere upon my
ees at tho olessed  sacrament."
Realizinz that this sainted man had
sometiring in his 1lifc which all of
us could well cmulate, this writer
is pleased to rccommend his little
book, TEG PRACTICZ OF THT PRISZNCE
0F 20D It is & %brief work, con-—
sisting of seversl conversations
vith Sro. Lavrence and scveral let-
ters written by hime It can be
read in half an hour but is worth
nalf a 1lifetime of study. It is
onc of the most helpiul of all
bgo?:s. It can fit into the life
?¢ everyonc, whatover nis thecolog-
lcal opinions, whatever his station
in 1ifo. As onc writer has said
a?out this: "The Iord of hosts s
¥ith us; the God of Jacob is our
refuge « . . wo nced but to recognize
this and the swectness 3ro. Lawrence
attained =ill be ours."

Just about two hundred ycars
earlier than 3ro. Lawrcence there liv-
cd in German:’ another moak. This one
belonged to the Augustinian order and
is kro'm to history as Thomas & Xen-
pis. To tiue devotional literaturc of
the world he contributed a little
classic which we know as TES IVITa-
TIO:® OF C¥F2IST. In the opinion of
many people, this ranlss witr only onc
other—*"Pilgrim!s Progress'--next to
tne Bible itself. It has  gzonc
through hundreds of editions arnd has
beon translated into innumerable lan-
guages and still goes on being pop-—-
nlar after five hundred years. Thoere
rust oc somcthing in a boox to war-
rant such vpopularity, and cven a
cursory glance at "De Imitatione"
convincos one of it. Its thcology is
rRoman and ascetic in part, obut this
neced not concern us; it has not both-
crcd cven the most Protestant of
readers for centuriese There is real
mcat for hungry souls to fced upon.
Try it and fird out for yourself.

" ¢ « next to the 3ible and St.
auvgustine, no book hath cver come
into my hands, svthence I have learnt,
or would wish to lcarn more of what
God, ard ClLrist, and man and all
things «reo." This is what Martin
Tuther wrote as a preface to an anon-
ymous book which he discovered and
brought to 1light in 1516, Tho book
is entitled, TFECLOGIA GERMAXICA, and
is another with which every seminar-
ian should %be familiar. It stood
forth to ILuther 1likc an oasis in the
descrt among all the other theologi-
cal works ivhici: he knew. This little
compendium of Christian truth scts
fortih the essential principle of the
Gospel in 1its naked simplicity. It
is not heavy going, but it proves it-
salf acceptable to every soul which
feels in need of salvation and finds
that salvation in Carist alone-.

(Yoxt month we shall look together in-
to some morec rccent books, for Dbooks
of value and worth arc still being
producode)



4 GTInDSE OF ICELAND
By
Bric Sigmar

(Note: 4 menber 7 e Tcelmiic Hyncd of the United
Lutheran Caurch, Ilr. Siguar prosernts to rgaders of
1The Semwinaxvien” the follovwiung picture of vhe land of

kis fethers -- Tl country, its pcoplc amd its
religious feitn.)

Thc Icclandic netvion froum the cariicst cetticmentis of the
country (4.D. 874) has bcon the smellust of the civilized pcoples
of the world. Its population has elweys becn small; today thore
erc ¢vbout 140,000 inhebitants in icoland, end epproximetely 25,000
pcoplc of Icclendic origin in Ceneds. ana the Unisced Stetos. In
cref the islr nd is cbout the size of the stetc of Ohio. The
country, as one of 1ts poets describes, is "a strange blend of
frost and fire, mountains and pleins, lava-fields and lakes --

a lend of greet variety, a lend of contrasts, a land of volcanoes,
seysers and glaciers, a land rich in forms and colors, a land of
wite lhorizons, a land of rushing rivers eand rurmuring brooks."

Ind yet Icelana lacks many of the raw matericls necessary todey
for the econonic life of & netion. TFarming and fishing heve al-
ways beser the chief occupations; until the last two generations
there has boen no real urban culturc.

"ac country has, however, produccd a culture all her own,
rising from a sound balencc of conscrvetism and initiative of her
peovlc., During the twelfth and thirtconth centurics espcecially,
Icclanders cruateda & literature, which, combined with thoir ovn
music, continucs ouven todcy to ettract vorld-widc attention.

The noblc Seges end Lddes of lccland cre & storchousc ol valutblc
historiecl informetion, not only of ancient Icclond but of cvenbs
in the Scendincvien vorla and ol hippenings thet took plece s
Irr south cs Lsic kinor.

But literrry men ol todny co not revers the Icclandic opics
elone for tncir historicel valus, but retier buccusc they stend
out ¢s & uniquc contribution to the litoraturc of thg vorld. Thoy
follov, no pettern end ~ro brscd upon no rodel. Ono clement that
nmckes this liteorcture unique is thint iv is +lrost ¢s old os the
netion thet produccd it and cl-ims o lomgcer history than eny othor
literctuwre of o still living Suropcen tapguc. 1ho 0ld Norsc in
which it is rccorded hes in Icelend cherged so little auring &
thousnnd yecars thet ~ny nntive child tod ry c7n understand thq old
“ritings. Lord Brycc has scid of Icclend's litcrsturc thait it is
in qutntity nnd qurlity sccond only to clessic Greek. Thomas
Corlyly weys of Iculcndic clessic writings, “thoy hove not srece-
ful lightnoss, half eport, as in tho Greck prgonism; but e cortain
horivly truthfulness and rustic strength, © groat rudc sincirity
digcclosus itsulf huro,®

The c~rlicst Icolandic litorcturc veas postry in the form of
&ddic Lcys rnd Court Pootry. Tho iddes ara o collection of lcys
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which tell of the Norse concepts of the world, of life, of the
nereafter snd of the fates. They are two in number: the poetic
Bdda and tile presc Zdds. As Christianity spread through Europe
and apnegred in Icelwaa, there arose verces about Christ and the
ssints. The bazas (meaning "stowvies") developeu later. These
are stories of Icclenuic neroes from the tenth to the fourtecnth
centurics and relate in splenaid detail of the coming of Christ-
lanity to the island. Scane are family sagas, others merc genea-
lozics, es thosc preservinzy in an unbroxen record the list of
dorwwirian kings to the ycar 1280.

A8 orimingl and wicuc 4g is Iccland's litcraturce, so is its
music. Once charascteristic of this art is what is calicd the
"lvedn.” (I know of no Dnglish comnatc, cxcopt thet might be res
motcly comparable to chanting.) It is the reeiting of o story
(sh2a) in o glig-gong, non-mtiphonal chant, and I rememlcr 8 &
boy now Iepcinnted I whas in listening to onc of our old pioncers of
tne Icelindic sottlement in Dekota perform this stronge semi-
musical intonntion.

The Icelendic loneunge, 013 Norsc, is o hishly inflcctcd
toneuve “nd c¢loims vt distinetion of being one of the oldest
langurycs spoken todywy. This vins the loagucge used by the Vikines
ocforce Iccl . m wop discovercsa snd colonizcd by the Norwegians in
074 A0, 1o Ieclwnd the Forwesi-m scttlors brought this ancicnt

Menxe of Scndiaavia wd thore it was retainea with very slight
chrnzes., In the other Scrondinavi-n countrics the longuagce undcer -
went gisnificunt ciirnge nd now 2pnenrs in di fferent though some -
Vgt reloted tongucs,.

It is on intcresting story which tells of the coming of
Christianity tec Icel~nd inm the yzor 1000 i.D. Ior scventy years
the Icolandic Borli~ment, "althinag” (the oldest parlicment still
in scssicn in the world) hoa becn in cxistenec, hnving been cs-
toblished on the olnins of Taingvellir near Reykjavik in 930 A.D,
The Parlisment was roprescnted by chicftnins from dififerent scc-
ticns of the islwd, In the ro.x 1000 thcre ~rosc = conflict
Mmorizet the chicfining who mev ot rhinzvellir, for ~s Christianity
had found its woy into ILceel-md, mmany of thesc lenders nad been
convertsd, The Tollowers of Christ now clashed with the belicvers
of Wotan. The controversy wns tumcw over to Thorgelr, leader
Of Althing, for sobtleacnt. Choush not yct convertcd to Chrigt-
imity, he hnd come under its influcncc. For nlmost two dnys no
romnined in solitule, coatempl ting this i@portint question. It
wag fintlly his sincere conviction that all of Icelund should
become Christisn ~nd remain faithful to its doctrine. He appenred
before Althing, ~mmownced his dceision ~nd mnde each represento-

tive t.Je o solemm oath of zllcgimncc to the new roligion.
Missionsrics nad odoen in Icel.nd for some yerrs, nnd now they

Clne in zrontir numbers.
Shartly ~ftcr the Imther n Reformttion on the Continent of

0 N~ - o . ~
“urepe, the movement mnde its apperrence on the island, ang,

Q -~ S 4 o o o ’ . '3
SPrenaing repialy, the Lutheran Church bee'me the stite rcligion



of Iccland, Therce remains but onc Roman Catholie Church on

the island (~bout 200 mecmbers) in the eapital city, Reykjavik.
There arc no small radical rcligious scets in Iecland, for 2ll
extrcmist tendcncics have 2lways becn coldly rcccivey &nd have
diecd out, It is not known that the 1lifc of any single Icclander
wag cver taken by his compatriots because of rcligious faith.

among Icecleondic religious traditions, the celebration of
Baster is most beautifal -nd inspirings It is at this time
that the youth make their confirmation vows. Throughout the
obscrvancc of this festival 2 strong sensc of fellowship and
brothcrhood reigns suprcmec. This generous spirit sxtcnds cven
tc thc domcstic animnls which arc given special attention and
cxtrn fecds The commemeration of the Birthday of Christ, too,
hns its char~cteristic troditionse Most notable here is the
grec .ter gtrees given Christmns Zve rather thon Christmas Day
28 is customary in Amcrica.

In the lest quarter of the nineteonth eentury, when the
immigration movemcnt was sweeping throughout northern and cen-
tral Burcpe, meny Icclanders zlso turncd toward Amcrica, the
land of ncw opportuniticse In 1872 the first group left their
native land and scttlea in parts of Nove Scotia ond VWisconsin,
As fmince struck northern lcecland immigration to America in-
grcascds A large group c-me to the shercs of Loke Vinnipcg in
Monitobe in 1875, and suffcred much hordship and privation;
ovcr one-third c¢f the coleny diecd the first wintcr from cold,
femine and illnesses Hewever, the immigrations continued and
the Manitobn Scttlement, coalled "New Icclond," developed and
prospcred. . In 1578 Paster Pall Thorlaksson, onc of thc two
Icclandic Lutheran pastors in America at that time, left "New
Iceland™ ~nd with o numbcr of Ffollowers came te Pembine County,
North Dalkota. Here o large Icclondic scttlement rapidly devel-
opcie  Today the 1 .urge Icclondic sctticments in iManitoba are
found in "New Icelend," Winnipeg ond Argylc Municipality; in
Quill Lakc liunicipality, Saskatoon; and in the United States
in kPemobina County, North Dakote, nd Scottle, Washington.

In 1885 thc Icclondic Evangelical Lutheran Synod of North
dmerica was organizcé by the Reve Dre Jon Bjarnason of Winnigpeg,
and the Reve He Be Thorgrimsson ¢f Pcmbina County. In thot
early day, these were the only Icclandic postors in America.
Gradunlly the synod grew and developed, organizing ncw congrego-
tions cach yeire For a time the synod drew upon pastors from
Icclund, but as the years passed, to thesc were added young pas-
tors born and traincd in Amcricn. Aftcr 1900 there flourished
o close eontect between the Ieclandia Synod and the General
Council, =nd most of the pastors rcocived their theelogical
training at the Chicago Luthcren Scminary. In 1940 ot Omahe,
Nebrogka, the Icelandic Syned become o member synod of the

Unitcd Lutheran Ghurch in America.
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Logic bacl in 1935

"A sectarian pastor, when told thouse of the ZIord, a 'aousc of
of the Churca Year Zpistles and Gos- prayer,' which in all its appoint-
pels, becare very angry and said, ments speaks only of holy taings
'Those trlings arc all man—made. I and holy scrvices, of a gracious
let them severely olone.' Then he Giver and of sanctificd ziverse..
set adout to prepare a sermon on It permits no profanc pattern in
'The Relation of Ital; to the Lea-ue its form, 30 shams in its construc-—
of Wations. '"(':'.’eb’:)er,”St;udies in the tion, no bizarrc cffects and gaudy
Li turgy" ) . show ir its decorations and adorn-

ments, no caricaturc of sacred
Sholen aschk on Carig? things on painted wall or ir stained

"I couldsn't help writing on glass and sculpturcd stone...I: does
Jasus. Since I firat met ZTim, Ze has rot offend azainst reverence and
held my heart and winde. ¥or Jesus propriety by singing doggercl and
Christ, to me, 1is the outstanding jinglesec It cannot tolerate an or-
personality of all time, all Zistory, ganist aad choir winosc principal
both as Son of Zod and as Son of Man. object is the display of virtuosity.
Zvervtniag e ever said or aid has (Also from the Memoirs.)
value for us toda, and that is some-
thaing pov can say of no other man, The Casc for Orthodoxy
alive or dead."(The Christian Ferald) "It is vory casy for us today

of course, to poke fun at the men
Syrbolism of the Altar of the Confessional Period. 3ut it

Tor ILuthcrans the altar repre- is beecoming incrcasingly wearisome
sents"one of God's precious mecans of to listen to the cver-repeated com—
grace, « ¢ .the Toly Supver of our plaints of the eightcenth century
Lord. It proclaims a rick feast of against the uncharitableness  of
grace. It tells of sracious vardon their mutual condemnations — com-—
for the sinful; it tells of nourish- plaints, incidentally, vhich damn
ment and strength for the wealz and the doctrines rather than the men.
faltering; it tolls of swecctest hea- Tnose men of the Azc of Orthodoxy
verly comfort for the &fflicted and excelled our aze 1in at lcast one
distressed. It tells, in short, of rospect. They kney orne thing which
a blessed communion in vhich sinful the modern man does not know, and
men mar be drarn nearcr to Heaven docs not carc to know. They Xmew
thon is ‘possible for them to approach that, as individuals and as nations,
in ani- othcr'way on carth." It 1is wo literally live by truth and 1lit-
"symbolical of Goliotha's altar upon crally dic by falschood. Zence they
"ich our Saviour expiated our sins," nover sharcd the celd scepticism and
and "proclaims the ground of our ac- thc wearicd resignation of modern
centableness whon we approaci our rclativism, 1Thich holds that there
God. (“emoirs of the Imtheran Litur- arc orly rclative truths, no abso-
gical issociation) lute truths, and that it conseguent-

1y docs not pay to wrestle for the
4rt in the Tutheran Church truth...Their quest was conditioned

Tue Church wuscs all tae Christ— morcover, by the conviction that
ian earts to ma:cnify Carist and His therc 1is Onc who is the Truth in

person, Onc vl:0 said to the truth-
scexers of all the ages, 'Zveryone
thet is of the truth acarth ¥y
voice.'" (Sassc, "Here We Stand")

sraé>.Its nlace of worship is neither
a nere preacaing place, ner an opera
house, nor an art gallery, but the
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MR WE HAVE 9PFIC TRIEASURD. By Paul Scherer. Kew York: Harper %
B}:O’th'l"s, 19/:4.0 e 212. Price v;;:-:.oo.

It is with somewhat of a spirit of apnrehension that I an-
nrogch the task of reviewing the much read and much discussed
yolume_by Dre Peul Scherer, entitled, "For Wie Huve Tnis Treasure.”
Novertneless, I commend the book to you For your careful reading
gnd study.

Dr., Scnerer presents in his characteristically picturesque
style the prosaic workx of the preacher. In our seminary career
we have had these came materials nresented to us by the members
of the faculty time after time, but for the most part these words
of wisdom huve gone unheeded. #e have shrugged our shoulders and
have suid, ' /e willi meet the situations when the time comes.’
all this chanzes, nowever, when ve pick up this little volune.
in ity pages we have nlaced before us the brecath-teking panorama
of the pastor and his work in the study and in the nulpit. Che
seriousness of the task before us and the ceryinz nced for care-
ful preparavion arc sct berfore ue clearly and uvanistekaebly. The
call, the preparution, thc Gosvel vhich we wre to,préach, all
these gre discussed with beauty and with insniration.

l{ake no mistake: This is no book for bed-time reading or
for pucsing the time wnile traveling.. Ho, it is & book which re-
guires the utmost of diligence in reading, an alert mind, kecen to
¢ message 1t carries. The first reading will leave you somewhat
amazed with the magnitude of the task of preaoching the Gospel and
adere ot tho weaknesges in your ovm preaching of that Gospel. You

7ill have dut tasted of the abunaznce of the food for thougihnt which

permeatces its pages. But it will leave you hungry for morec. You
ill return vo ite pazes avidly scceking to absorb the-woaltk of
learning crammed between the covers of this booke You will read
and rorcad page after oage, slower :nd morc carcfully. You will
loy it down for = while and mull ovcr the messsge in your heart
nd your soul nd your mind. Youw will feel the fire of the Gos-
pel in your very being. You will hove an awarencss of what the
prezching of the .jord roally mosns, o S5CNsSc of the nge responsi-
Elll?y vhich ig ours as we face our pcople Sundyy after Sundey.
The immelling power of the Gospel will tug =t your heart and you
Will feel the imvort of the ~rords of Roul: "The love of Christ
constriincth me."

e ¥4 this book? Rerecad it time and timc azcint MNake its
f“ssﬂg? an inegral prrt of your ministry, cspecinlly of your
Preaching. Soon you will know the joys of a rich prenching

CXpericence,

This 1g » must pook in the libr.ry of covery pastor ~nd

Preacher, Don'+t miss its rich gifts for your ministry.
~--David Jensen.
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ATMIGHTY and most merci""'Ll Father, in Whom we live .
and rove ané have our deing, to Trose tender corpassion '
we owe our safety in vast davs, together with all tre *
conforts of this present 1ife and the hopes of that .

wiich is to come: Ve praise Thee, T 308 cur Clreator;
unto Thee do we give trerks, O Sod, our excesding Jjor,
Fno daily pourest Thy berefits-upon us. Grant, we be- AT OFFICE OF REVEMERANCE
4 - b
séeca Thee, that Jesus our Iord. the Zope of glory, ma; e
be found ir us, in all aumility, meekness, vatien with
contentedress, ©nd atrsolute surren é° of our souls und 1
bodies to Thy hely will and pleasurc. ILeave us noi, nor TW0 PRAYERS FOR STUDENTS
forsalze us, 0 -gtacr, but conduct wus safe thxn:gh a2ll
charges of our conditicn here, irn an unchangesble love
to Thee, and in holw trenguility of mind in Thy love te
us, tili we <come %o dwell —ith Thee, and rejoice in
Thee forever. Through Jesus Christ our Terd. Arexn.
{Simon-Patricl:, 1526-17C7)

b4 %
gaitsi=oii | thit we max do it in faitk and heartily, as
tc the Lord and noi unto men. All our vowers oI boldy
and mind &re Thire, ard e =ould fain dovote them to
B SSvice,  Sanctify them, and the vork in which they
R cod it us  not be | slothful, but fervent in , p 2 \ .
spirit; ard do Toou, C Tord, sc blass cur efforts that {For use ir tze Seminary Chapel)
they mey bring foxth in us the fruits of true sisdom.
Teaci us to seeir after truth, and exnabdble us to gain it; September 1 9 & 4
but "wa‘t that peseer spesks ths Sttt in loxe
that =file =e mow earinly taings we mel” knor Thee and
oe ‘;o.n o7 Thee, tharough Tay 3en Jgesus Carist.
Give us this dey Thy Toly Sp thes. we may e Tning
in body and svirit in all our work and in all sur re-— g o
freshments, tarough Jesus Chris+ Tay Son our Lord. awen. ' |

1 |
{Thoras Arnels, 1795- 842) :

0 108D, =Zive Tay TYblessirg, e rray . Thee, .to our
it
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AN OFFICE OF REMZEMIBRAIICE

500 "Eoly Father, in Thy mercy"
A1l ¥meel)

Feish osey Sor our ©
n the service of our

0 GOD. we commend 3o Thy loving and naternal care
all our kinsfolk and friends wio are separa ed Sromias
in the service of our Couniry. ZXeev them safe from all
harn to Tcdy né soul; strengthen them v:th the power

of Thy Ecly Spirit; preserve ftrnem in sincere faith to-
wards Thes; and, whatever betide, let trhem mnot fail
from Thes tut rest in Thy susiaining love. and, accordi-—

to Thy =ocd gpleasure, urnite us to each other in
veace and Jo¥:

R, W= EESESCT TEER TO #BaR US, G002 IOXO.

t us pray for our parents,for cur homes and fanilies,
for our wmarish cimrches, and for our earliest teachers:

.1

WE thank Thez, O Iord, for zll the gracious influen—
ces with which Thewt hast surrounded our lives fﬁo our
carliest years. Send Thy blessing, we pray Thes, wuwpon

2ll wiho nave done us gcod, wne have helped us te xmow

.

The znd to serve Trec. Isnecially Jdo w2 remember de—
RO BEBEonT pDarents atd reiatives, ths frisnds and
“eLg".o rs of our youilh, our vasicrs and ieachers, and
all ofhers who hsve turned our lives %o the Sun of
Eightecusness. Visit them, O Lori, wiith the comfort of
Tay grace and tre nope of Thy heavenly Xingdom:

=F SRS MDRTR mA TWAR 7T A - AT
Re %WE ZESEECH TEEE T0O EEAR T 5 GCoD 10RD.

Tet ws prey for forgiveress:

FERCIFUL FATZER, we come to Thee in penitence for
sing Jf the past and of 3he present, Ihe sins of

sonal liiec and of tne world n wiich we live,

ne that are kxowm to us ard those that are un—

05
(¢)

L — R — RN N S — T— = e — e ———
MIAOWT -~ ‘A ona VOO ey T TNy TPOCTL O L O e -y - ——
“mowest the Crailty ot cuxr nntaxsn i Thou Imowenst Thu
Perll in which we l1ive- Have mercy upon us, O Lord;

hearken and save:

R, %WBE RBESERCE THE: I0 EEAR US, GOOD 1ORD.

Let us pray for those vho have gone forth in defense of
our land and our licerties:

all those who are ventur-

O ICRD our Gcd,ve pray for
irz their lives on our behalf; that whether oy life or
oy death, thoy per win ernduring fruiis of thelrSsSCiEiEs
fice in rignieousness and peace:

R. TFE EISEECH TEET TO EEAR TS, GOOT IORD-

e 3 AT e B L e R I 5/ SRR U © B B T2

et us vrayr for 211 who suffer this day:

VERCITUL Lera, oo krowest the sorrow and vain wnich
veset Thy childrer: Grant 3o thcse vhe this day are in
suffering, aaguisz, or Ddereavemeni, Thy Fresence and
comfort: &Sive to esaci according o =nis need; and help
us all to De messengars of Ffaitn anéd hone, and cf the
love vhich atiies for ever:

Sl L ke &Y it -~

7T BESEZCT. THET TO HEAR US, GOOD IORD

~N

Iet us pray for srace o serve God in our time, after
S

the example of Iis

GRAYT US, O icrd, tc wuse Tfaitatully Thats timchos
goric wmhila it is callad To—day; romemcering tEoiiETiiNn
tacse wio have gzone 2efore and zave stoei eside st
vast, days; wio have cheered us oy thei mpathy and
strengitensé us oy thelr oxarpTe; trat me, 1nLe riting
their faiill and courage, may te partaxcrs with therm 0F
oy kinzdom; through Thy Son, our bcviO“r, Christ the

Wy ThoTD aaregran il D T oOnnTs T ¥
H, V& BESEECHE TEET TO EEAR US, 00D LORD
Tl =
Cur Father c

Bless wc the Lord:
m\‘ “ﬂ _‘-‘ ~
< i by s3] - UL ¢
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The Blessing.



