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The kingdom of the world

Is vecome the kingdom of our Lord
And of Xis Christ
And EZe shall reign for ever and ever.
Ue give Thee thanzs, C Lord God Almighty
Thich art, and wast, and art to come,
Becauge Thou anast taken Thy zreat power
And hast reigned.
Tou art worthy, O Lord,
To receive glory and lonour and power,
For Thou nhast created all things,
And for Thy pleasure they are,
And were crecated.

Alleluia.

For tae Lord God omnipotent reigneth
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GREEDD I G

This mont: it is our privilege to extend con—-
gratulations to our esteemed vrofessor, Dr. Offermann,
wno has recently celebrated ais seventy-eighth birthday-

The students of the Seminary, who have sat wi-—
der Dr. Ofifermann's instruction in the New Testment,
and therewith cntered into a more intimate Xnowledge
and growtz in the pure light of the Gospel, might well
acnowledge from personal ecxperience the rich benefit
of his pguidance and inspiration. In the little volume,
"Introduction to the Zpistles and Gospels of the Church
Year," Dr. Offermann has provided unaumbered students
and pastors w—ith a companion of the way: to set our
feet into the true course of the Gospel and to bridge
the gulf between text and sermon, indesed a sturdy "pons
propactarum" over which many have marched in safety.

But we are not spealzinz for ourselves alone:
our ecexpressions of gratitude join with the good wishes
of pastors and teachers throughout the Church, all who
profit from a noble spirit which these many ycars has
gone forth from this Seminary into the very life of the
Caurch. And vhether pastor or seminarian, whether in
classroom or study, there is amwazened, again and again,
irn the hearts of lhis students, thc exhilarating relation
that binds together master and disciple.

Upon this happy occasion, we would honor Dr.
Offermann as scholar and linguist, writer and teacher,
indeed; dut e would greet him as a true and zreat
Christian zentleman, a "man in Christ," who has given
us of his intellect and hecart. Mar he be granted health
and strensth . - "ad multos annogs!M

At best our words of gratitude grow into a
thanzsgiving for the unspeakable riches of God's grace
sned upon us abundantly in Christ Jesus our Lord, re-
storing us to the Father, uniting us 1in charity one to
anothor,
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"This one thing I d0 . . .M

July Ddrought new students and, in a sense, new life to the Semin—
ary. ¥ore than over ovefare we nnte the varicty ~f s¥ods and states repre-
sented among thoso ner candidates of theolegy.  This  growing cosmapcliten
character is hailed jwenerally as a step farward in making ~urs a Séminary
of the sthnle Church.

Bat with ner blend  comes now aporaisal nf Seminary life. The old
"hic breve vivitur! has fresk meanin: for days passed in these surrcundines.
Seninrs whn arc nearing the cnd ~f their sojrurn on Mount Airy already look
vith longing unnn the ~pwortunity presented students -antering upon  their
carcer. With grcater omohasis then wion brevity rather than "acceleration,®
ours is the wurcent aend s berins  call to moke the mnst of the remaining
manthse

fiere the erds ~f the Apostle Paul brear through the c nfusinn of
cluttered lives: "This one thing I drr. " 1In nressins "toword the marlz of
the high calling! we nay pursuc ~nc °F tw~ recadse Ons lies in the dircctien
of o coreflly romulated Seminary ILife, an ideal that is  the practice of
few and the devout wrish ~f manye And here lot us say that the issue is far
frrm scttled -hen, for example, wo heer freguent expressi~ns ~f uncasiness,
even distress, ~ver a lifc sn 1nosely ordered as to aller f~r sheer indo-
lencee The other rrad f£2llows  the lines of least resistance and is mis—
nomed "Iutiicran Freedome" Unhappy shrasce! True cvanselical liverty applics,
we delicve, t~ the lofticr, spirituel freedom from the tarald'm of sin and
deatn; it is nn 1release from the oxactinz sclf-discizline and 2+dily sub-
Jjectien required ~f a meaniniful and creative life. In ne other field eof
endecaver dnas one find sn  cenvenient yot flimsy o covering as this mis—
apdlied oxcuse. Tic study of law, ~f rmedicine and the arts demands hard work
and cencerntrated studye Dros thenrlezy ask loss?

Vaere is tho difficulty? If we have ncither convictien nor pur-
pese, if the Seminery meons but a point of doparture for a multitude of
wirelated ond timo-wastinzg activitios that tae wus frem the business here
at nend, then lonk to Paul's cloar—cut decision to do thac One Thing. For
a certain y~ung man ~f thne Gespels it meant all that was necdful.

and ~ur rrod  is no "double highwey."' In an effort to make this
schnnl at cnce a Gradunte School, insistent wupen thot impersonal "academic
freecdon! sn charisihed »r the university, ané a Seminary, a sced-bed for tho
Wly plantin:, <crminotian ond nurture of thoe Christian life, we fully suc-—
cocd in neither, dut tread, ratiaer, thot odroad and pleasant road which is
called the Vie Media. Rocall that f~r Pilarim thero wzas ~nly ong surc rnad,
that narr~w 9rifhen ~f stone,” and his guide 3Ivangelist was likewisc kmnowm
by the name »f Caristian Authority.

In the czd, rmo n~ften finds he nust create his am atmnsphere,
plct his ~m coursc. o~r th~ugh therce bo many who pass throuzh the Vale of
3aca, bt fow make it e well. I the absonce ~f the aid ~f an cxtornal
framerrlz, ~ne is obliged t~ nrder his om daily 1life of dovnFiﬂns and
study, worl: and play, a~wever difficult tho seing ond fcr tho guldosc' Yot
there is alwnys Poul!s One Thing t~ set him aright and malce him certain of

the crurse, "os thousa the chart rore giveon" .
—The Editor.



DAS SCHLUSSZLAMT

Pastoral Counselling as Related to Private Confession

_in the Iutheran Church

by

HYeinz Mackensen

During the month of June, under the general subject, "The Church and
Society," not a fei of the specalkers addressed the Seminary on the theme of
Pastoral Counselling. This subject has rcceived considerable attention,
especially since the »ar has becn in progress. It is believed, and rightly,
that there wmill be much need of psychiatric treatment for men returning
from the front. Zomcver, one often receives the impression from the propa-
gandists of 1intensive "Pastoral Counselling," that some three-fourths of
our congregations consist wholly of people with advanced psychiatric pro-—
blems.

All this interest in "Pastoral Counselling" is, however, indicative
of the wide—spread rcalization among pastors of their need for more genuine
pastoral contact with their ncople than that provided by socials, committee
meetinzs and after—service handshalzingse Since the conception and practice
of a truly cvanzgelical private confessional system, as in use in Iutheran—
ism for two centurics from the time of the Ieformer, who himself prized it
so aighly;since all this had perished at the hands of Pietism and Rational-
ism, carncst clergymen, wiho have scon the nced for something like it, have
souzht to develop a substitute. The rcsult is "Pastoral Counselling.”

The develooment of this program of "Pastoral Counselling" among the
Calvinists seems much more logical and reasonable than among us, for they
are laclzing in historical precedent. Calvin absolutely and finally re-
moved the confessional and private confession. Only a General Confession
and Absolution were allowed to remain, c¢.ge, in Morning and Zvening Prayer
in the Znglish 3ook of Comrion Prayer.

Quite different was tie viey of Luther, and conscquently the develop-
ment of private confession in Iuthoranisme Next +{o his altar, his pulpit
and his study, Iutaer ovprizod his confessional. Witil typical vchemence he
denounced the Romish "Ohrenbeiciate" and the meticulous recitation of every
sin and offcense the penitent misht possibly recalle Hodever, he would have
been the 1last to seck to abolish private confession. In numerous state-
ments in scrmons, pamphlcts and books he urges the good Christians, now
that the tyranny of the Pope is destroyed, to approacnh the free, cvangel-
ical confessional. Eore the Pfarrer is novvno longer to pry as a busy-body
("Vorwitzigorwcise fraszen") into the private affairs of his "3cichtkind,
but rather to grant him absolution after a sincerc statement of ropentance
and faith in Christ on the part of the penitent. It is cxpected, however,
that thae penitent will do more than makc a gencral statement of sin to the
pastor. Individual problems, temptations, and sins arc to be revealed,
confessed and discussced in his interest and for his assistance. Yet nothing



is to be forced or extorted. The heart filled with worry, grief and sin is
to unburden itsclf before Christ and receive throuzh Eis servant the assur—
ance of forgziveness in the cxercisc of the Power of the Xays.

This usaze long continucde A study of the Church Orders of the XVI
and XVII centurics throws much lisht on the subject. How interested Luther
mas in fostering o true, cvanzelical private confession can be seen from
his statements and instrvction in the Small Catechisme "But in the pres-—
ence of the pastor we should confess those sins alone, of which we have
Imowledge and which we feel in our hearts."  (Part III, "Of Confession®)
Eoere it is assumed that the penitent will be confessing privately to his
pastor.

The "Zonsistoricen," wunder whose jurisdiction the whole matter rested,
provided carcful instructions in the Xirchenordnunzen as to how confessions
werc to be hcard-

The 3raunschweig Crder of 1702 presupposes the existence of confess—
ional hoxes in the churches. (Cap. X, Art. XIII) The ponitents, waiting
tacir turn to make confession, are advised not to approachk the confessional
too closely 1lest by chance theoy overicar anctier's confession. This Order
further stipulates that the prcachers arc only to accept the #3eichtzeld”
(Confossion Foa) from thoir pcnitents in thinsce cities where this custom has
survivede Trne money is to be placed in a common fund and at length divided
among all the mpreacherse In Article VI the confessor is warned not to
wicld the confossional ags a clud in order to sccurc payment of back debts,
ote.,and any pastor violating thais rule is liable to a fine of ten thalers,
the money to be usaed for pious purposes.

In cascs of —rocater difficulty the confessor might refer the matter to
the Consistory, winich included pastors of cxpericnce and discration, who
wmore better qualified to offer advice and helpe.

Another interesting wrovision, under Article XI, of thc same hurch
Order, throws light wupon contemporary develoomentse The confessor is ex—
pressly forbidden to grant absolution to morc than one person at a time

~

mithout special liconse of the. Consistory.

Now what bearing has thais historical bacizzround upon the situation to-
day?

The develoonment of Pastoral Counsclling is to be welcomed as a step in
the rizht dirsction and onc that can result in a worthvhile contribution to
the pastoral worls of thc Christian minister. Zowever, it must avoid the
pitfall of a present trend that pictures a great majority of our Christian
people as sufferinz from some kind of psychiatric disorder, prcferably one
of tho morc morbid varictics. Taat is nceded is a truly cvangelical Christ-
ian "Seelsorge," which shall include a valid concern for psychiatric and
nervous disorders but which shall zo far beyond the desk-bound, business-—
offica atmosphare of Pastoral Counsalling into the quiet of the Christian
confossional; -ith its crucifix and knealing stool, and where the wearied



and burdened sinner shall 1lay down his sins at the fcet of Christ, and,
turning from his former ways and laying hold wupon the merits of Christ,
hear Eis scrvant declare unto him the entire forgiveness of 21l his sins.
Tis docs not mecan that tlere will be no Pastoral Counsclling or assistance
and guidance in "psycholo:ical difficulties.” That constifutes only a part
of the pastor's worke. He has not Been called to be a psychiatrist but a
pastor, and as a shepherd of thc sheep of Christ his first task is to scek
and to save that wvhich was lost.e Morcover, as & nastor, he offers vhat the
psycriatrist can never offer: the Absolution as of God Fimself in the ex-
ercisc of the Power of the X

The Common Service Book (Word Zdition, 1.409) malies liturgical provis—
ion in tho "Order for Private Confession and Absolution,” a TFerm that is
tifroughly satisfactory. Naturally, a private confession to the pastor
nced not include merely the Confession and Absolution (although such alone
would be verfectly valid). EHerc is further opportunity for contect of
pastor with one of his shoop in really effective personal —ork. The peni-
tent mizbht well confess and discuss with the pastor :is nrovlems, sins and
failinrs in 1life (and perhaps 1is successes, too). And such Private Con-—
fession and Absolution should normally be follewed with the Holy Cormmunion
as a scal and plodge of the forgiveness of sins throush the 3load of the
Lamb.

Such o program, fintcllizently initiated and carcfully fosteorcd in the
perish by o Christian pastor, together with o system of church discipline™®
would not onl: restore to our ILutheran Church onc of its rizhtful histori-
cel pessessions, but vould further amnlify end cultivate it with the
assistance of the findings of modern psycheloiy znd psychiatry.

* I refer to such a discipline as doscrided by Dre Zoh in kis book, "Parish
Bracticest i CHan tar T



IET THE MINISTER BE THE MINISTER

by
John D. Newpher

Mith the accelerated program all of us will enter the active ministry
sooner than,we first anticipatcd. Tetker our service will be in the par-
ish or in the chaplaincy, thare will be a bewilderineg number of responsi-
bilities for us to undertake. There will alriays be  the primary and basic
tasks of the study and preaching of the Word and the administration of the
Sacraments. A major vortion of our time and cnergy will be devoted to the
pastoral guidunce of individuals. Duc attention will have to b2 zivea to
the pressing dusiness of the evangelization of the unchurched.

3ut therce are morc duties confronting the individual who centers con-
gregational -rorlze e must cofficiently organize his congregation ‘7hether
that organizaticen is horizontally or vertically co-ordinated. The natters
of church zovernment and church finance must be carcd for. The vwhole field
of cducation from the problem of tnstituting weck-day schools to the sccing
that tcachers provide for the transfer cannot be slightede.

All of this is but a beginning. Space vill not permit the mention of
the nced to formulate an adequate worship program,to provide for wholesome,
non-sccular music for the congrogation and its organizations. To such re-
currin. events as weddings and funcrals the preacher can cxpect to devete
some time., There will alqays be the question of conducting study groups on
tic history of the Churcn, the Service, the hymns of the Church, and for-—
¢ign missions, And if merchance the congregation is tuilding a new house
of -nrship, the minister must malze his contribution in the ficld of Church
architecture.

But, as wo have had rccently impressed upon us, wc must not let thesc
burdens absorb us cntirely. There is noed to remember boath the Church at
large and the life about us. The larger activities of the Church from its
forcign missions to its institutions of mercy rust have our sympathy and
support. On the other hand ¢ must lkmow our comrmnity from its Main Line
rnansions to 1its places of cucstionable amusomentse "¢ rmast be ready to
work with sccular egencics to assist in the solving of comrmnity sociologi-
cal and ecoanomic provlems.

As onc anticipatecs these obvligations and resvmonsivilitics, onc some-
timos wonders how one man vith limited abilities can do cven a passing job
in the pastarate. It would secem that the successful pastor must have
trainin; and cxceptional talents in most of the branchos of knowlodge from
psycholosy to liturgics, from moental hygicne to ‘architccture. Ard this
problem is not thcorctical, but rcal and porsonale

Eow then can the multitudinous and weighty labors of the ministry best
be met? I say that thc answer lies in letting the ministor be the minister
and in having the man of God bo the man of God.



We have beon called by God to make a distinct contribution to Society.
That contribution consists in bringin~ the divine and the human into a deep
ard harmenious rclation. TWe believe that Christianity is tke only religion
that verfectly accomplishes this purpose,that is why we enter the Christian
pinistry. When we rcduce 21s purpose tn its ninimum, we sec that the
Christian mln}stry Es concerned  with taking the Word of God, translating
it into the tixcusht-Torms of today, and applying it tn the hearts and lives
of the pcovle.

At n2 time in our prevaration and subsccuent work dare we forget this
unique work which we arc to do. ‘ithout pride and arroscnce, and yet with-
out shamo and diffidence, we must bYe aware at all time that our business
in life is different from that of the world, yes and of other Christians.
Others may 1live worthier Christian lives; others may have a fuller grasp
on vital Christianityjothers also must aid in the sprecading of the Kingdon,
but to the celled end ordained ministry alonc Dbelongs the ovligation pudb-
licly to proclaim the Word and administer the Sacraments. But let me ro-
itorate that this awful taslc must be approached not with pride and arrog—
ance, cut with awe and humility, with proyer and fasting.

Sirce we have dbeen avvointed to de singular service, it follows that
the vhole attitude and swpirit in which we labor imust correspond to this
WOT . It appears that many of our preachers approach this formidable task
with 20 docper se¢aso of dedication then the butcher getting ready to
slaughter anothier stecer. Tuis spirit is far more than an gsprit de corps;
it is far nobler than pride in one'!s profession; this spirit transforms
one's very morsonality and enatles the power of 30d to shine forth. In the
name of all that is hinly 1let the minister and the seminarian remember to
the depth of their beins that they are prophets of God ¥ost High.

It scoms unnccessary to mention that this divine obligaticn calls for
exemnlary devetion to duty. To we not foel contempt for the surgecon who
because of dorelicticon of duty loses the lifc of his patient? But words
cannot degeride  the torrible wronz of a preacher vho because of insin-
cerity of offort or laziness or inefficicncy turns anyone aray.from-the
Kingdom. And dare any sominarian deny that classes unnccessarily cut,
shabby preparation, and wasted hours are not moral foults? Each of us has
a certain poak: of ability, cfficiency, and endeavar; w2e te the man who ?n
the handlinz of thosc worilous rosponsidilities doces not operate at his
pealz.

In the third plecc we arc ailded in this Darticular toil by the usc of
o unique tonl. There sooms to be & determined offort to make the worling
tools of the wastor to be psychology, sociolesy, psvciiatry, and so forth.
These sciences have as thoir basis human Xnowledge, humon reason, and human
cxderionce. v no one con deny that the minister should call upon every
possinle aid and all the wisdom of the Zgyptians in achicvina complete
understanding »f human nceds. 3ut the fact remains that those sc}enccs have
relative knovwleodge as their well-spring; with such a source tney de have
daefinite limitations.



sciences, and pPrimary attention must be given to its mastery. Mo the spir—
jtunl problems and needs of men the man of God comes with answers that aro
moro than tho answers of the sociolesist, the psycholezist, and the ccono-—
miste The solutions of the clerie are more significant because, althoug
the grasp and apprehension arc human, thoy are based on divine truthe That
truth comes to us Dy revcleation. Twology is thie effort to classify and
organizc this revealed truth. The mastery of this Mmowledge is imperative,
for the ultimate solution of spiritusl ond ectaical dilermas is not human
but divine trutie

There arc of course many other ficlds in which the minister rust cling
to his peculiar tyoe of labor, hut there is onc vhich cries for mention;
the minister must be singular in the type of life that ke lives. Ste James
says this means kecping one's sclf unspotted from the world. Naturally
this is on obligetion placed upon 21l Christiens, but the vastor must sct
the prior cxample. Living unspotted from the world does not mean that we
are to be detached from the world. Indecd the minister cannot "retire into
iis ivory tower." Zut Jesus' example in  vhich e minsled ith sinners
without becomin one of them 1is the nattern. OCn the other hand too often
ninister and student adopt an apologetic attitude for their calling; some
evex 0 so far as to cofface the marks of their calling when they mingle
witiz the world. Is there then any shame in deingz a servant of the Lord in
the markct vlace as well as defore the altar? Are the two separavle?

Xeeping; one's self unspotted from the world does not mean having a
lock of symppathy and understendinz of men and their needs. ¥or does it
mean entire renunciation of the pursuits of the orlde It does mean #iving
up much that the orld calls 7o0od asd mmch that may bo ~00d in itsclf. On
this campus we constantly ohuse the term "Iutheran Freedome" It is time to
stop foolin: oursclves snd remember the varadoxical nature of true freedom.
As ministers ve voluntarily surrcnder rmch of our freedom to be servants to
alle Does individual freadom, tiie right to pursuc scculor ectivities and
to onpreije in sccular vleasures, mear more than scrvice to men and to the
Charch? Ii it Aoes, =hat right hos one to enter the ministry? Yone at
all! It is literally irmossihle to ecnjoy the flesh—pots of Igypt and be a
scrvent of thc Lord.

In conclusion it is nccessary to noint out 'that in fulfilling our par-
ticular callin-; it does not nceessarily follow that the traditional forms
and methods of the minisiry arc to b»e asoptede Differcnccs in personal ap-
pcarance, in dress, and in habits are merc shams unless the spirit and zecel
are there. Iach generation has the ri=ht to decide within the oundaries
of cormon sensc, e¢xperience, and 7ood taste how best to do its vork. On
the otker hand there 1is a good deal to e said in favor of traditional
methods; the expericnce of centuries is not to be sncered ote  Ultinetely,
however, the determining factor is how Yest to present divine truth to
sinful mene.

-000—-



NEW vVCICZ=S

A sampling of opiniong and impressions from the new students

make up tho f£rllowing paraszronis. Though these remarks moy reveal mere

the sin of namission, wre mnndesty than truth, ¢ arc grateful, none the
less, t~ nmublish them as sudaittede. The writers! rnames arc withheld only
frr the rcas~r that i4 was found immassible tn include the cerments ~f all
who mey have wished t coantribute.

"As cach now student onters the gate eand views the statuc of
fernry Melchnir Muhlerbers, as well as the scottered otuildings en the cam-
nus, ne pauscs to c-rouder what his seminary years Zave in store £or hime
as he becomes orientated t~ this new life he realizes that his enportuni-
tics includo the cdvantages of a well-trained and cnoperative faculty, a
spirit ~f Christian fellowskip, and a fricndly group ghich offers & well
rounded s~cial gnd athletic lifee

"One mi~at thinl: that your best days are tehind you vhen you
graduate from collcge; btut feor wus they are risat now ond in the future.
It is up £~ cach miic nf us tn tale advontaie of cvery ~mportunity that is
murs to equip ourselves for the tas!z that lies shead of use”

"Wnon I arrived ot Mte Airy, the hesarty welcome I received frem
members Nf the Student Body scemed to indicate a spirit of Christian {fel-
loyshin. In the succeeding days that I have spent here, I have scen it
evidenced in tho cecoperative centerprises ~n the campuse I liepe the mon of
Yte Airy will endeavor %2 norunctuate this spirit.”

"Tha religiovs 1life here at the Seminary is well develepod.
Chapel, wnrship and wreachin: mean something te the studontse All these
- J: O
things are not ~utward £orm, tut rsach inte the inner ssuls."

"Thr\ugh our common call we arc able to understand ~rne ancther e
a desrce I had nnt expected.”

"I was imnressed with the warm wolceme that greeted the new stu-
dents. That has made us feel ot nomce In view ~f the lisht summer sche-
dule, I am still le~zins forward to the time vhen we will have te gset dovm
t~ worls paain, but even with this lishter effrrt I find defirite indice~
ticns that the Naly Snirit is still at werk insniring future »rop shets of
the Warg.n
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. Being a Colurn of Quotutions, "ow and Cld, Rearinz Unon atters of
Daitly Relizious Interest

On tue Problem of Pain, an IZnglish
medical doctor guestions:
Is pain our schoolmaster to lead

us to God? "Faving regard, also, to

the &lmost wuniversal incidence of
pain, the schoolmaster must at some
time or anothier heve had nearly adl

the world's population wnder tuitio
ce.Pain ouszat to ave produced a pop-
ulation of saints, Dbut as we inow,
matters are far otherwise.

aen every possible allowance has
been nmaae, tvacre is still a vast re-
sidvum oif oain weicnh cannot be ac-

counted for Ty any useful or valuabdble
purnose it scrves. in go far as our
vision oxtends.., I myvs- 1f, as rcgards
this rosiduvum of purc torment, have
Tound grcat comfort in one or two Do-
minical wutterances waich appcar to
have & dircct vecaring uwpon the point.
Onc is contained in thc waradle of
the taros and tho wheat: 'An conemy
nath donc this.! Another occurs on
the occasion of the woman who had a
'spirit of infirmitw!' when our Lord

cxplains that it was Satan who had
bound nor !'these cighteen years.!'"

But, "'if an onemy hath donc this,!'

way has he teen allowed to do it, God

voing stronger than tho strong man,

Satan, and able to despoil nim of his

goods? Woll, the spoilation has al-

rcady begun and at no little cost.'
(Zivbert Journal,Jan.'44)

000

from  the writings of Romain Rolland:

"For it is temperamcnt far more
than ideas that mazes a man, and
vhatover tac divisions bdbetween men
and men arc into those who arc
healthy and those vho are not."

"ecothat Foar which TFisdom docs in
vain precen itsclf on forgetting or
denying - Doath."

".. not taat zrcat misery that swoops
govn and slays or forges ancw - dut
tae misery which trickles dovm drop
by drop from the first day to the

last ..The mortal onemy of the soul
is the daily wicar and tcar.”
000

On t° ' matter of Inspiration, o scl-
cct from the "Pensces' (Pascal):
o) ion: The Scripture is plainly
fu 9f matters not dictated by tho
=08 )yirite Answer: Then they do not
%) ithe Objection: But the Church
ha ‘ded that all is of the Koly
Svui Answer: I answer two things:
Iirsi 1¢c Church has not so decided;
scconé ; if sine shonld so decide, it
could > maintaincd.--Do you think

that the prophccics cited in the Gos-
pel are related to make you belicve?
Yo, it is to keep vou from belicving."

Also from the "Ponsces":

"This religion, so great in mira-
cles, saints, blamcless Fathers,
lecarnad and grecat witnosses, martyrs,
cstablished 2ings as Dsvid, and Isa-
ialy, a vrince of blood, and so
great in scionce, after having dis-
played all her miracles and all her
wisdom, rcjects all this and declarcs
that she has neithor wisdom nor signs,
but only the cross and foolishness."

e
(FR

Advice to Christiaggofrom George ZHer-
bert ("The Church Porch"):
"Sum up at night what thou hast done
by day,
Aand in the morning what thou hast to
do;
Dress and undress
dccay
And growth of it;
that too
Bc dovm, then wind up both: since we
shall be
Most surcly judged,make thy accounts
agree. "

thy soul; mariz the

if «vith thy watch
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8% ALTAR GUILD. 3y David A. Menges. Philadelphia: The Muhlenberz Press,
1944, Pp. 47. Price: 404.

"2y the lovin: devotion we expend on God's Housec and its furnish-
ings we publish ahroad our estimation of reli :ior. 32y the attitude we dis-
play toward all the appurtencnces of worshin thet nre discussed in this
booklet it 1is possible to Jjudse cur volvation of tnem and of God." This
orief quotation from the first pasec of Pagstor MNeazes DYook indicates that
the altar ,;uwild 1is more than Jjust o group of peovle who toke care of the
mechanics of worship. AS ne expresses it, the altar ;uild and its work is
o way in wihich genuinely consecreted Christian women can perform a real
service in the Church.

Scginning in this spirit the author has provided the Lutheren
Church with a badly necded zuide book for just suchh groups of women who
with 1loving care provide for the proper adornment of e¢ltur end chancel.
The boox is excecedinzly well written and well illustrated. It is perhaps
unfortunate that 1in certoein places it is not a bit more completc and that
it does not explain the siznificance behind the things which it describdes,
hut this is readily understood in that the book was purvosely kept short
ond compact. Good taste mrewaeils throu lioute The brief and oractical bib-—-
lioronny and the dircctions for core of paraments, vostments, etce., are
valuable scctions.

This littlec ook descrves wide-spread use and circulation in all
parts of the Church. It 1is o "must" wor cvery youn.; Imtheran vastor and
for many of the older ones as well.

— Jilliam C. Roeger
DIRTCTORY OF Y7 STUDENTDS

Zntored The Philadelphia Seminary, July 1, 1944)
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