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he stirring message of the Provhet of the Advent »favides the:.
insnirotior for the vold ortrayal of St. John tle 3antist denicted in this
montits cover design. AS yre keer'ten to the messaige of repentance and 1ift
sur eyes tovard the Sun of R nteousness, wiose coming egain we celedrate
this Christmas, our hearts are moved vwith gratitude to God foxr the sending

of Tis Sor, our Lord Jesus Carist. The Staff of the "Seminarian" joirn in
extencir - to faculty and studonts of the Seminary the Seas~n's jsrectings

o

and wishes for o dlasse? Christmas and a Yew Year of scrvice and growth in
our Lerd's Xingdom.

"Lift up rour hcads, yo mishty gates!
e r0ld tne Ting cf Glory waits;

Tag Livg of %ings is drawing ncar,

o Seviesr of the world is here;

i’ ¢rd salvatior I'e deth dbriag,

werefars rojoice, and gladly siag:
Yo nrais~ Thoo, Fotihoer, now,
Crantor, —=ise art Thou!"
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Cfricial Organ of tho Student 377y of the Iutheron Theological
Sermincry at Philadelnhic. Issu:d Monthly at 7301 Gormantom
avarme, Nount airy, Philadelphis 12, Ponnsylvania. folume IX.
umber Six.
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MTihe Fldvend Wrestth

The Lutheran Church is rich in its great heritage of
devotional material. Many of thesc treasures have Dbeen
buried for ycars, but aya naw ©being rovivede One of
these beautiful devotions, that is peculiar to our Con-
fession, is the Advent Wrecath. This wreath is construct-
ed of holly, pine, or fir bouzh, around a frame of
wood. At equal spaces apart arc vlaced four candles, one
for cach Sunday in Advent. The wreath is usually hung
within the chancel, although it is sometimes placed on
the gradino of the altar.

Tho simplicity of the sorvice accompanying the light-
ing of the wreath is quite significant of the simplicity
of the Christ Child's birth. On the first Sunday in Ad-
vont, the pastor lights the first candle, at the comple-
tion of tha Offcrtory, while the congregation recads the
advent prophecy, Zechariahk 2:10-11; 9:9-10, in unison.
On the soccond and following Advent Sundays, the lights
proviously lightod are lightod at the >ginning of the
Service, the candle roprescnting tho new Advent Sunday
being lighted at the appointed placo with tho recitation

of the Propiaccye

This custom secemsg to have originated in Scandanavia
and from thore passed into Germany, largely through the
efforts of Pastor Wilnelm Lohe, who introduced it tn the
Motherhouse at Yeudcttelsau« It was from the latter
place that the Pkiladelphia Motherhousc received this
simbolic practice and was influential in passing it on

to the Iutheran Church in Amorica.
(From the Danish)
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Tho Philedelphia Seminery Chapel

Pive C!Clnck Tucsday Evening
Docember 19

1944

Following a custom nf n~v scveral years standing, the students
and feculty of the Seminary and their guests'will gather in the Scminary
Caancl for a Christmas Vesperse. Deenrated with scasonal sreens and
cendles, the Chapcl will present o fitting scene far this service thot
moves in theme from udvent Prophecy to Gospel Fulfillment. An Aadvent
Jreetn with its four rcd candles has been preparcd to portray the
oropictic portisn of the service. 3Ilscrhcre in the "Seminarian' will
oc found an cxplanation of this characteristic advent custom,

Interspersed vith the messeges of prophecy and fulfillment <
in the recading from §-d's Vord, in congrezational singing and corporatc
preyer and praisc arc a number 9f advent and Christmas enthems preparcd
far the scrvice by the Semirnary Choir and Octet, under the direction
of the Rev. Elmer E. Ziober.

The Vesper Liturgy will be rcad by the Senior Fellow, the
Rove Theodore 4. Hartig; Mr. Paul Kidd will rcad the Prophocics, and
Mr. Williem Vard, the Christmas Gospcl. Members of the Seminary Octet
incluée Messrse Fred Reissig and Carl Xoppenhaver, first tenor; “\
Leonard Klemann and Robert Petersen, sccond tenor; G. Morris Smith
and Edwin Tissor, first bass; Robort Wuchter and Zdrmund Pfeifer,
sccond bass. Thosc comprising the Brass Quartot arc Messrs. illen
Youngblood and Peul C. Reisch, trumpets; Jemos Horn and Edrund Pfeifer,
trombones.

Prominent in the music of the service arc choral numbers of
Jolenn Sebastion 3ach, t~ <hom the Lutheren Church is indebted as tq
nn ather composcr for an immnartal cxpression in music ~f the evonzelisal
spirit of our Christien Faith. The chorales and other compositions
call for a few special notes. we arc pudblishing the Order of Sarvice
“ith reference in particular to the music.

ORDER OF SERVICI

Four Bach Choralcs . . = -~ arranged for Brass Quarttet by
James Horn

"In duleci jubilo"
"Srmuntre dich, mein sch-achor Geist!
"Uns ist cin Xindlcin heut! mcdoron”
"Vora Eimmel noch, de Xomm ich her!



X ngc toxt of tho first of these chorales
mixture ~1 Germen and Lotin, The carol has ascrit
of Dr?sdcn whn dicd about the year 1440, butbzgzuaii;lgidr:gt:ng Piﬁcr
bacz intn the Middle ages. Iuther with his youn:; compenions mnvu;CI§r
hGave sung this quaint carnl at Frau Cotta's doorgton, In modo;; times
the cargl is popular in an English version, "Giod Cﬁristiaﬁ men rcjﬁic it
In the Eech arrangement it is an isolated chorale harmonizotiﬁn’(not i
frorr o contata or other work)., The twn chorales, "Ermuntre'dicﬁ" and
"Vor1 Iimmel hoch" Boch emplayed in his Christmes Oratorin, e 'r;upgof
lyrical meditations, held together by recitotives that relate the
Shristm&s story. The first of these is Tuther!'s famous ChristhS
Jdyrmne

proesents a ecurious

Jrzen Freludes: 'O Sanctissima" - - = Traditional Sicilian Meclody
"Silent IMight? - - = arr. Charles 3lack
C. Wilfred Steffy, organist
Processiongl
Hyran

The Opening Versicles
2salr 147  Leudate Dominunm

THE FROFEECIDS (accompanicd by the lizhting of the Advent Wreath)
The First Prophacy. Isaizh 11:1-12.
Tind there shall enme forth a rod nut of the stem of Jesso, and
e Branch shall grov nut of his roots . . .

fnthem: "Io, how a Rose e'cr blooning! - ~— = -~ Practorius
Lo, how a Rosc cler blonming Es ist cin Reis entsprunszen
From tender stem hath sprung! aus ciner turtzecl zart
Of Jcssc'!s lincage coming, als uns die alten sungen,
a8 men of 0ld have sung, auss Jesse kam die ert,
It came, a flow'ret brisht, Und het cin dlfimlein bracht,
ARid the cold of winter, mitten in kaltem Winter,
Then half-spent ves the nisht. 70l zu der halben nacht.
Isaiah !'twas forotold it, Das Roislein des ich meine,
The Rosc I have in mind, darvon Isaias segt,
with lfary wro bchnld it, Hot uns gebracht alleine
The Virgin Mother kind. Mery die reinc Magd,
To show God's love arisht auss Gottes cwgem raht
She borc to men a Saviour, hat sic cin Kind gebohren

Taen half-spent wes the night. wol zu der halben Nacht.

This composition, both words and music, is representative of
the wealth of Rhenish follz hymnody in pre-Reformation times. The German
nymnologist, Wackernagel, believes it to be originally a 15th or 16th
century Christmas or Twelfth Night carol of tho diocese of Tricr. As
printed in the "Speier Gesangbuch" of 1600, thc hymn embraces twenty-
threc stanzes, each of seven lines. Micheel Practorius, a predecccssor
of Bach, arranged the melody in the sctting frequently sung to—dey,



and made corresponding changes in the text which 2 S b

tho hyrn is a "canticle of loving honour to tho m?ggicr;o::?tliée et
sprinzing drom the reot of Jesse" end that bore the Blossom vhich is
sur Saviour. In later times, the melody has been given artistic
trcatment in o Prelude of Brahms, in waich tho "scveral parts twine
themselves into a veriteble treathen garland of musical rascs about

the tender theme.!

Tic Sccond ZFrophecy. Micah 5:2-7,
"But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the
thousands of Judeh, yct out of thee shall He come forth unto me
that is to ¢ ruler in Isracl . . "

Exmn: "0 Little Tom of Bethlchenm!

The. Third Prophecy:. Jeremiah 33:10-16
I

'« ¢« . In thost days shall Judeh be saved, ond Jerusalem shall
drell safcly: and this is the N¥ame wherewith she shall e
called, The IORD our rightecousncss.!

Anthem: "Comc Thou, Oh, comec!® - - - = = 3ach
Comc, Thou, oh, commo! Es ist genw;: Eerr, wenn cs
“ho zives us trancuil rest: dir zeffllt,

With balm from Heov'n on hizh.  So sponne mich doch aus.

Come, Thou, oh, comc! Mein Jesus kommt: nun zute

Thou swectest, kindliest, Facht, O clt!

Tho gives us tronquil rest, Ich fahr! in's Fimmelshous;

Joy in lifc'!s narrow path, Ich fahre sicher hin mit Friceden,
oli, comc Theou! Mcin grosser Jammer bleibt

Hopc in thc hour of doath, darnicden.
oh, como Thou! Is ist genug.

Comc, Thou, bh, comec!

Bach, it may be said with roesoneble certainty, thor2ushly
understeod the cschatolnsical import of the Christian's feith #nd hope.
He hos succcoded, as perhaps no nther composer until Cesar Framck, in
oxpressing the spiritual longing of the Christian after his ctarnal
home.  For this renson, wc may turn to his centatas for cxquisite
renditisns of the Gospcls 2f the closing Trinity Cycle and the Scason
of idvent. This chorelc completes the cantata, "O Ewiglkeit, du Donner-
7ort," conposed for the Teenty-fourth Sunday after Trinity, 1732. For
this composition 3ach cmployed the rords end tunc of e chorele first
published by a Mihlhausen orgenist, Johann Rodolph ahle in 1662. The
chorele clnscs a moving portrayel of the Last Judgment inchich are
Aepicted the sniritual enxicty nf the soul, the condemnatinn of the
unrizhtcous ané the finrl bliss of the cleccte Thus the chorale, though.
intense in its closc hermony, »recathes & final note nf rclicf and scronity.
It belongs, in spirit, ~ith the better knovn "Xomm'! stsser Tod," yct
in the contoxt of whet proccdes, speeks to us unmistelenly of the
Sccond 4advent. Our tronsletion of the text, howevor, considcrably \

tempers the force of the originale 0



The Fcurth Frophcey. Isaianh 9:6,7.
". . . and His Name shall be calla
The Mizhty God, The Everlasting Fa

d Fonderful, Counscllor,
ther, The Prince of Pcaco.”

N ——m W e, ———————

inthom: "Lot all together praisc our God' - = = - Bach

Iet 2ll tngether praise our God
Upor Fis lofty thronec:

Ic hotlh Zis heav'ns unclosed to-day
And ziv'n to us His Son.

dc leys aside His majesty

and sccms as nothing: worth,

And talzes on Him a scrvent's fomm,
720 mece tath hcav!'a and carth

Tac glorious gates of Paradise

The cherub guards n” morg;

Tais dey agein those gates unfolds,
Jith preisc our God adorc!

Lobt Gott, ihr Christen alla gleich,

in scinem h¥eiasten Thron

der heut schleusst ouf scin Himmelrcieh
und schenkt uns scinen Soan.

Er Russcrt sich all sciner 3'-2lt,

vird niedriz uné gering

und nimmt an sich cins kmechts Gestalt,
der Sch®pfer ezller Ding.

Heout! schlcusst cr wicder auf dic Tir
zum sch¥nen Paradeis,

der Cherub steht nicht mehr daflir,
Gott sci Lob, ZThr! und Preis!

Quite in contrast to the preccding number, this chorale boldly
proclaims our thanksgiving over the coming into the vorld of the Saviour,
Josus Christ, and through Eim, sur rcady acccss to the Thronc of Grace.
"Iot 211l tozether praisc our God' comc as a triumphant closc t2 the
Canteta, "Stisscr Trost, mein Jesus kommt," composcd for the Third Caristmas
Day ("em dritten Teinnachtsfesttage!) probably o»f the year 1740. Tac
Cantetee is noterorthy for an exquisite soprano aria in vhich, as albert
Schweitzer describes it, "the strings sing 2 lullaby over the infant
Jesus tn r~hich the flute adds cxuberant runs and fizurcs." Following
this rather delicate vet joyful mediteation upon the Christmas Mystery,

the clecar, measurcd trmes nf "Inbt Gott, ihr Christen" wvnice the certainty
2f our salvatinn. Iorc 3ech usos Niklas Hermann's Christmas choralc,
uritten ebout 1554 and first published ot Tittenbers in 1360.

THE CiRIST'AS GOSFEL Ste ILukc 2:1-14.
", . . For unto you is barn this day in the city o»f David a
Saviour, vhich is Christ thc Lord."

The Semingry Octot
Donastic Szon Scbastian
(3esque Text)
0i 3Betleem,
ala ¢coun zure jaraiak,

Tvo Christmas Carsls
"apny 3ethlchem! - -
(Znzlish Version)
0 3cthlchem,
Lo sovest birth to our Redeemer, .
0 heppy torm! 0i Botl?cm!
Glorious and great is thy renown; Onzi baitu distiratzon
For 'tis from theo shonc farth the light 2Zuganik cldu den argiek
Thet £fills cach home aad heart tonight. Beteotzoentr heztor zuziak.
0 3cthlchem! 0i Betlcomg
0 happy tovn! 0i 3ctlcem!

Come and adorc! artzainckin
Come all yc shepherds from the nountains Eldu naiz zugena leiaz,

Comec and adare! Artzainckin



-

Fecavenard let y~ur voices soar
Zreising the =zlorious Jesus Child
+nd Iiis sweet ¥other Mery nild,
Shepherds, adorc!
Coeme ond adrre!l

Iz bezala neiz ozin

adoratzen zeitut, t'esias,

Bta maite bistz ruziaz,
artzaine’in,

artzaine¥in.

The rmclody »f this cornl, that comes fror the svoll vellov of
Iekerctz~Elizondn in the Spanish Tyrences, tas nated dorn fromb the lips
7f peasants by the TFadre Jase antonis de San Scbastian, In its present
arrenserent, the car~livas first suns in .merico ot the Christmas
Concerts nf the Sclinle Cantorum »f (%ow Yor's in Deeember, 1922, The
Padre cells attention to the little musical phrasc ~f four nontes, whieh,
eoriinss at the beginning, tac middle and the end, rounds cut the compnsi—~
tion, lends it unity and, "while expressing the sontiment of abundant
jor, censcrves 7ith it 21l o great di mity and scerentty.!

10 Wishtingale, avakel! - = = - Swiss Folksong, XVII Century
0 nirhtingale, awalze! Fly swift tn thc manser smell!

0 tuou that mak'st sweet mclody Fly swift to thc humblc stable low,
Jdmons: the dronches -recn ond hijh, Vhale from thy throat pour swectest songs

T sins thy loveliast seong Thou, nishtingale, dost lknow;
To tic little Chila To the little Ckild

In menger hare, Sweotly sinzing

In Teonty rarc, Strains s» rinninz,

Sa vendreus fair: rraises bringingg

0 sing, sin-, sincz, Sin~z, sinz, sing,

Sins, for Christ is %orn to-nizht! Sin=z, for Christ is bsrn to-nishtl

Sinz, nightingale, 0 sinc

A hundred hundrcd thousand notes!
Glad praiscs to the Saviour bring,
and maze Him %now our love:

T~ the little Child

S~ s outpouring

Li htly s~oring,

Timrodering,

Sin~, singj, sin-,

Sin~, for Christ is born ta-nizht!

This queint Swiss foll—carnl is onc of o scrics of carols from
various enuntrics translated and arran-ed by Clererce cond iiclen Dickinson
2f the departrmont of Secred Music at Unien Therlo 'ical Seminary, New York.

“Tyrmn
The Yermificat
The Frayers
The Kyric and Lord's Frayer
The Salutation oand Collccts
The Tencdicamus and Sencdictisn

Trmne "arz! The hereld .niels sing!

ecessinnal
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Tell, here I am, sitting at my desk.

EMINARY VIOLZT
" = ~ by Phil Zoh

It's not a very big desk. It

secms as soon as I get a draver filled up vith junk, I put the over—
flow on top; and ~hen I tave to use the top, I try to shove the stuff
into the drarcrs—"-aich obviously won't work on the face of it," as
Norentz would say. Might as well start cleaning it up now and vut some
of this away—Dbeforc the fellow wrko "cleans" the room covers it mith

a loyer of dust again.

Those pencils go back to my roormate: that book

belongs across the hall; that letter can go in the wastebasket: and
hese —I better keep thesee They're my assiznments for Decembor.

You mig
thought

Eoh —~ rcad Funcral scrmons (also some Children's)
Molde — Catcchetics lesson plaen osutlines
Tappert — rcad 4 books

Moldeo — worry about possibility of .nother NT exam

fhat!s his note doing in here?
ht Xknow it'd be on onc of thosc JUS. REMEMEER slips — and I
there was a papcr shortagee Oh{

Remember to get Xmas cards and mail them soone
Remember to make list of Xmas presents to be bought — and

try to buy theme

Remember to oreparc an Xmas scrmon or two — in case I'm

asked to preach over the helidey at homee.

Remember to write Dotty againe
Remember toe o ¢ ¢ o

Say, Jjust when am I going to do all

this? We 've only rot a fow morc days before Christmas. And there!s
that call to think evout | Maybe I can concentrate better if I turn

on the radioc 1Mo, better nat; I1l probably get Crasby singing "I'm
drcaring of a whitc Christmas" ogaine « o e

You Xnow, come to think of it, here it is Advent, and I haven!t cven
s . -
taiken onc moment to prevarc for Christmas personelly. W hon the frontal

and the

Falls turned vionlet, pastors asled their people to think quictly

about His cominge. Here I am, and I haven't cven dono thot much mysclfe
o WiESs 0.0 a o

Tho are you? ‘(That do you want hoere? Arc y~u another unansunced nem—
ber of the women's euxiliary? What? You want to tell me somethinz?
Jell o ahcad.

There were some men, onc time long agn, working outside, teking
carc of their 1livelihood. They were busy men in their own ways
tnoy had to be nan the alert in their accupation day and nisht.
They had nover a moment free from worry and carce They had no
frce timoe 4s ycu would say, !Their desk tops worc cluttorod upe!



""Thare were thrce other men, sne time long ago, great men.
Up')‘n their shaulders crnstantly werc probloms »f pnlitics,
provlems of ecducatisn, problems of cmpire, Thoy,-of‘ course,

groi‘.t :.nd‘ busy men that they were, had nn free time cither.
Their dos™s were cluttercd upe

"And yot, as you o, bath the shepherds and the wisc men
frund sim €2 leave their work ond th stand quicitly by an
opon movier in warshipe  Even one of the stars in the heavens
fewme L0 1o leave its course and 30 over to 1ookz intn that
nANAeS, W3)e

Nlan we do lesy than these?

Shauld have jotton te ted cariicr lest nighte Here I sit, a fow days
til1l ¢ hrisitnas, end sh dogiono much to be deonce Those assignaments
- |

are irpsrtant, L guess; sn arc the Caristmas cards and the presonts
I hove to buy; ord Itwe 0t to send that letter to Dottty soon.

Sut T vent ¢t~ stend ot that spen manger, tooe Il've zot a call novw,
end viier [ ow2lk throagh chose silent strects of 3ethlehem this Christ-
mas, 16 oo insc that stable, and teke my place with the nthers for

a norent of w oehip, e ¢ o o Well, I vant to be ready for ite I
suess ITd better start getting rcady now.

—000—

"Mha Lord of glory was cradled in a manger, the immediate rcason
oeing that the inn was overcrowded; the moral rcason that the
ore wive rsal Ixamnlar and Friend rust beizin Eis 1life under
circrastances so lo-ly that no son of Adam could cver feal that
Jasus was 506’ because more fortunatcly circumsianced than hee.
Jc gut underrcati: the most abjecte « ¢ . There was 20 roon for
Fim in tne iua. It was not hkostility which excluded fuae The
inr wes prcoccunied.e 1t is so to-€ay with nearis, houscs, time,
business, micasurc-—tacre is ine room;! every inch cf cpace is
fillad. Poonla do not zate Jesus-—they ravo no roorm for Ilime"

- - Ce &+ Scofiold.

"TThen we asve nur sweet and loaving Saviour Carist, we arc rich
and hanoy more themn cnouch; te care nothiuz for their state,
(iee.the gortd) hkomo=, and wealthe But we often losc our
dviour Christ, and 1ittle *hiz'z that he is in s, and "© inﬁ
Pim: that Tc is ours, ani wc arc Lis. Yot althuds he hide from
us, as e think, in tka time o nedd. for a monent, MCt arc e
comforsed in nis wromisc, where he savs, 'T or daily —ith you
to the world's cn‘ .1 this is our richest trcasurc.”

B

— - Tuther, Teple Talk cexxive

—000—
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a natural part of cvery Christian. It is the Christian, Yheart—sick
-th hope deferred," to whom € hrist comes most umistakably. To hinm
tac coming of Christ is a blessed and rezl event. The lukerarm and
indifferent know neither the sorrows of longing nor the Joys of a
Christ—filled lifc. Such do not recally live.

But for Christ to cnter into the life of the longing Christian
rcquires the heart that is prevared. Advent concerns not only the
longing soul; it rceguires the preparcd hecart. Consider the picture
Iscieh chnoscs to suzyest spiritual preparation:

"Iet the coarth amen, and let salvation blossom: and let
thic carth cause rightenusness to spring up together.”

wc ore told of heavenly dew cnriching the carth; The rain of
God!s pirace pouring dorn upon the dry and thirsty sonil of the heart
7ened to recceive ite Indeed, for Isaiah, all naturc becomes a single
field bearing the fruit of salvatinne God working in us! Christ
nlented into the soil of our heartld Do you not sce the two-fold
plon of salvatinn? God ebove pouring down the riches of His grace;
men telow opening his heart to receive heavenly treasure.

"Ee shall come down like rain upon the movn zrass; as
shovers that yater the carth."
Mants ycarning, God's :ulfilling} g
~ poct puts the thought in the experience of the seventeenta
century mon!z, Abt Vogzler, who is scated ot his orcen vwhere he fash—
ions in his improvisin_ a terple "not of stone but of sound." 1In
the rapture of his art, as it were, he beholds cternity in his vision,

"ind the emulous heaven yearncd down, made cffort to reach
the carth,

A8 the carth hed done her best, in nmy passion, to scale
the sky."

Such is the love of God, answcring the striving of the human souls
isnd is our heert preparcd for the planting? What of the lusts
of the flesh: rinting and drunkenncss, chambering and wantonncss,
strifc and cnvying? "Cast off the worles of darkness, " writes Paulj;
"lct your roderatisn be knorm unto @ll mone" ‘hat of repentance?
Jear the voice from the wilderness—Jnhn the 3aptist, the last of the
propacts, but the ncarcst in time to Christ: "Repent ye, for the

Kingdem of Hoaven is at hand." Yes, we may stand with John in tho :
wilderness, in the vastclands as varren as our lives unwatcred by God's

sracc. 7 ¢ cannnt prosume tn cnter upon the joys of Christmas vithout
scarching sclf—oxamination and chonge of heart. Then alone may we
fully rcceive Christ.

Advent prevaration is o spirituel one, yot the lifc of tho s_p.irit.
the hecrt that is prepared, finds its expressi~n in daily 1ifo: 70
have yct to consider one more treasurc from our Advent Intronit: advent

nourishes the fruitful lifc.

"Iet the carth open, and lot salvation blossomc'f ‘God in His
mercy descends to us in the person c¢f Zis Son, our rightcousncsse



Tais is tho heavenly gift reeceived by carth, and cnfolded in aur hunoni tye
Barth, thirsting for the dews of heaven, drenched by God's rain and trans—

formed into a garden of the Lord{y The Christian lifec transformed in like
manncr by the coming of our Lord}

Zow our livos may grov and becerme fruitful with the planting »f
Christ in us| Wken all scems dead and cold, Isaiah's Rose may rise
and bloem in us cven as at decpest midnight houre

"¢y life is like a frozen thing, o bud nor greenness can I scej
Yet risc it shall — the sep of Springj 0 Jesus, risc in me."

And vhat arc the fruits of the spiritual life? Iove, joy, peaco,
longsuffering, centlencss, nodness, faith, meckness, temperences "If
we live in the spirit," Paul exhorts, "let us walk in the spirit."

advent means e new life, a 1life that is crcative, that rcs»onds
out nf shecer gratitude for Godl's gift to us and produces by His strength
in us thesc fruits of daily good works. It is the 1ifo that rcceives
heavenly powor ad yiclds its increcasc, thirty, sixty, or an hundred—folde

111,

As Advent cxpectation zives way to Christmas joy, look upon the
heart to sce whether all be in readiness to rcceive the heavenly Gifte
and epening the heart to tho coming 2f the Lord, let iis presence so
oork in you that righteousness may spring up in ysur livese.

And the new lifc that may bec yours will be the mrk of Gnd Himself.
Tor threugh the meuth of the Frophet, He specaks to us in the clnse of
to—day's prophccy:

"I the Lord have crcated it."

To which we may fervently respond, "This is most certainly truce




TS CERISTVAS STORY AMD CIRISTYNAS STORIES

(*ote: THlliam C. Roeger,y “hose reviews anpear regularly
in the column, "Profitable for Reading", prescnts the
followin- article on Christmas literature.)

411 that we really ¥now about Christmes comes from our rcad-
ing of the lovely nativity storics from the josmels of SS ifattliow and
Imlcce Tvor since  cne blosscd scason of Christmas ecame to be celsbrated
in the Giristiar Zwrch, rcading hos been closely associctod ~ith ite
Thae seme 22counts of our Lord!'s birth ere rcad end re-reced cach Carist-—
mas. 2ut«i¥yr Jine stories, pocms, &nd legends hiave been inspired by
thaec Gospel narraiivese This year, more than cver before in these
nincteen cenvcurics, bookzs eand storics arc being associgted vith this
Jn ul festivel.

Of 2l1ll the storics about Christmas, perhaps thic most famous
is Cherles jicens! classic, A Christmas Carol. This book has been
rced —ith increesing interest cach yecare It is now so popular that
its performence over tie radio is o part of our Christmas traditionm,
and phoncgraphic reccordings are nov offercd for sclec. Yot so well
‘tno, . end merhaps a it less Christmas—sy bui vell —orth reading is
anotcr bookx br Dickens, T™ic Lifc of our Lord. JAlthough written for
his children in 1846-1812, it was nat rolecased for vutlication until
1934, This is a lovely book for o gift.

Elschere in this issuc is & description of Christmas in
Icolend by onc *ho, until this year, has spent all 1is Christmases in
that cuaint country. Most Americans kna- very little thet out—of-the-—
ey island and its folklorec. A few ycoars ago, l.owever, thoerc was a
littlc book mublished in this country which deels intimately vith
Icolendic 1ifc ond customs. The boo't is by Gunnar Gunnarson and
oentitlcd e Gnod Shaphard. Thaough not specifically a religious bool:,
it cenvoye o cfieaw cad pioty thet renders it a little geme It tells
tae stort of on roolandic shepherd Tho cach yeer at Advent made tae
ardveus %ok into the mounteainous hinterland to gathor up tho sheep
10 failod tn accompany the flocks dovn into the valleys for tho winter.
One comnot cofrain from draving the analogy betreen thils self-saprificing
sieplicrd «xnd the Chiof Slgphnerd whosc birtnday e cclecbrate.

¥any of you orc doubtless femiliar ~itih the novels and
storics of Joseph C. Lincoln who vrites about Cavc Cod. Somc yoars
250 e mublished a short novel about this hnlidey scason. It tolls
the stcfy of whot hapocnad on successive Christmascs to two brothers
from Cape Cod, from the time they were boys until they grew up to
be sca copteins cnd masters of rivel ships. It is a story unusual
in trcetment of an old theme, picturosque in scenery end stylc, and

ospeciclly timoly at this sceson of yoore

It fas been years since a little book of perennial popularity
las appearcd, but several gencretions of americoan children heve been
thhrilled by the poi-nant ond tender oceuty of Zete Dougles Tiggin's
story of o little zirl ~hosec short lifc begen end ended on the birthday



of our Saviour, Tho Birds' Christmas Carol. It is the kind of story
vhich children of any ago can appreciste — end do! ®

although strictly speaking it is rcelly e talo of the Epiphany
ratlier than the of the Fativity, Henry Van Dye's Story of tho Other I3
Jise Fon must be included in any account of Christmas litoraturc, This
is a ficticnal story of a fourth member of tho Mazi vho did not ot
to accormeny tire three who came offering gold, frankincense and nyrrh
to the young Xinze The rcasons vhy ho did not g2 to offer ris ~ifts
of Jevels typify the spirit of sclf-less giving love that we ell try
to copture ot the anniversary of the most precious of all gifts.

The fomous Sredish novelist and winner of the Mobel Prize for
literaturc, Sclme Lacerlbf, is the aunthor of a collcction of lezends
af the 1ifc of our Lord. Boscd in part upon apocryphal litcrature,
thcsc lesgends arc told —ith such simplicity ond chamm, that <e arc
not unrcsponsive to their appcal. They cxpress a devotional spirit
and melee inspiring reading not only et Christmas but all year round.
Suciz is the neturc of Christ ILegends.

Onc of ¥iss LazerlBf's stories is included in snotier book
of Christrmas appcal. It is Mergaret Terrent'!s Christmas Garland. Miss
Tarrent is an artist of genuine 2bility, end has put the story of Christ-
mas into pictures. .accompanying thase arce selected Christmos vritings:
storiecs, poctry and logends. 4ll arc fine and ell selectede dnother
collcction of Christmas storics is by the populear novelist Temple
Bailey, e folly Hedse ond Other Christmas Storiss. These were written
for children, but Lave muca of a magic spell for more meturc rcaders.
donarentlyr the Christmas theme is irresistedle to many writers, for
Lloyd C. Donglas, onc of the most widely rcad of ©ll contemporery
novelists has used this theme in onc of his carlier books, Precious
Jaopordy, This story has come out of the dcpression, but the truths
of Christien love and faith which it cxpresses are badly nceded in
these deys of wer-time prosporitye

The story is & simple onc, tiils stery of 2 birth of a son to
a virgin in o far away land so lorng ago, but it is a story uncqualled
in history for either its quiet beeuty or its effoct upon later writings.
Canon R.J. Cempbell in his veolume, Tho Christmes Story, has given us
an intcresting survey. He tells how the story began, how it ras first
colebrated, hoy it is celebreted in various perts of the rorld; he
zives us somec medern stories of Christmas, some nativity plays and some
very finc Christmas carols and versce

This is it, then, the Christmes Story and Christmes storics.
This yecor again we shall be reading those blessed accounts from the
pazes of our Mer Testamente e shinll be rceding os —oll, some of us,
these other ,ritings which have been inspired by ite Perhops somo of
us vill fecl inspirced 2lso to vwrito in prosc or versc something of
sur ovm rcections to this simple tale. 2ut all of us join in & fervent
proyer that the spirit of tho Christmas Story end of the first Christmos
shall dwell in our o'n hearts ond in tho hearts of all men.

—-000—



CHRISTMAS 1IN ICELAND

Petur Sigurgeirsson

(Fote: A recent arrival on our Campus, Peiur Sigur-
geirsson, 1720 in the past few weeks has expericnced
nis first taste of amecrican life, is ehrolled in the
Biiledelphia Seminary for graduatc study supplement—
ing his previous work at the University of Iceland

at Reykjovik. Eis father, the Rt. Rev. Sigurgeir
Sisurdsson is 3ishop of Iceland and spiritual leader
of that country's 140,000 Imtherans, & number that
ropresents almost the entire nopulation of the island.
Te arc pleased to publish ¥r. Sigurgeirsson's pictur—
csque account »f Christmas in his homeland.)

Thile you in amorica arc having lunch at noon on the day Yefore
Christmas, the dermness »f the coming nizht has alrcady descended upon
Icclend, that islend—for from tho beaten track—situeted in the north
atlentic closo to the arctic Circle. The fast approachinz darkncss
ushiers in the most holy right in thet islende The poople gather to
rcjoice in the comin; of tacir Lord ond Saviour, to rcceive the joyful

messege of Christmos dvee

Tirough centurics thc Icclenders have in that spirit received
the comins of Christmas. Tarnuch centurics, morcover, they have dwolt
in their island and often strusgled egeinst herdship. There the destiny
7 the Icclandic natinn hes doen fulfilled in the vrestle —ith the
nowerful forces of neture. 3ut faith in God w—as their cncouragement,
and the birth of Jusus Christ their s~urco ~f joy.

Christmes in Icoland is, first of all, a fostival of tho
family and the home. Thorefore the deys before Christmas arc very
busy msncs for the members »f the family, sspecially the housewifa.
Sh2 must caro for the hrusckeoning so thet by Christmes overything is
perfcctly clconcd. She must attend to the buying of Christmes pro-
visions ond tho preparction of special Caristrmas delicocicsc as in
dnerice, sn plso in Iccland, Christmas is ¢ timo fer purchasing all



meancr of things, csnceially new clothinz and furnishines Thus ona
finds in Icoland the same pre-Christmas shopoing bustlc;a (Gifts 029
carcfully and lovingly selcected, ond in the i-ural sactions thosﬂafro
sften peinstalzinely made by hand. =very shop end store rcminsvoh’zn
til) midnight up to the tvonty-third of Decemoer, the doy vAf"llcn S‘l};\—
2ing rcacincs its climax. On the tronty-fourth of December -t’ac sfmgs
renodin open until four o'clacz; thie bonk-st-ros flrurish '-'it’;1 '-'r:a,t
activity; the Christmas apples eppeer in tho stores, probedly ?3; thc
first time sincc the »nrovious Charistmos. i)

it four o'clock the church bolls bezin to ring, their sounad
indicating that Christmas Zve has comee it six a'clack the bells ring
sedin, this time t9 cell the peapls te church to celebrete the birth-
dey oi trelr Lord and Saviour. Ivery Christion s~ul ~ishes to partici-
pate ir singing joveous praisc to the Iord; snd tiere is somatimes not
rooma cnrush for all those vao +~ish to come, brinzing thenks to Almigaty
%30d for His unspcakable zift.

After the scrvice the family rcasscmbles at home to enjoy
a spccial Christmas dinner of scassnel delacecies; the most popular of
tacse is o carcfully prepercd smoled mutton, cellcd '"hangiltjht. after
tac meel the family festivitics continuce The decorated Caristmas
trce is pleccd in the center »f the room, and the candles arc lighted.
Tac members of the family then march hend in hand around the troc
singirs Caristias hymnse Follering this the Christmas gifts aro
opencd emidst zrcat fostivity. Se the cvening continues; the family
is scrved chncnlate and coffce vith 21l the varioty of conlkics and
pastrics the Chiristmas scos~n affards.

Christmas Day is alsn cclecbrated —ith much spirit. The
people mey attond church at cleven ~lelnck in the morning »or tws or
five alclacz in tho aftoernoon. The rest of tho doy is spent in the
anome end in visiting frionds end rclotives.e Second Christmas Day
is celcbratcd in rmuch the seme wey. On bnth thosc deys no work is
d2nc except in cascs of zrecat urgency-

Iccland's nn~ rodin station brocdcasts nnly specizcl Christ-—
mas nregrens durin c thase dayse The scrvices Af the Crurch arc carried
by redic te ncarly cvory home tarcugiout the lande  Increasingly
agpular is the breodcastin: »f Ciaristmas messe s from ane part of
Icclend tn snother. and nf coursc tuerc is olss the custom of sending
Caristmos cards.

Tho Christmos scesnan lasts thirteen deyrs — ders of visiting
ith recletives and fricnds. In thesc visits the uests aften join with
thae femily in the sining of Christmos hymns around the lighted troc.

The —oothor at Christmas verics greatly, but usually the
rmounteins snd lovlands arc coversd —ith snowe Thon nne cen sco the
stars t-inklin~ in the clear sky, the moon shining upon ficlds of
sSnow, ond abnvg the skics radiont with quivering shaft'?* of thc northcrn
ligats. There the twenty-third ~f Docember sces but five to six hours
of deylisht —— loss thon eny other day in the ycar. 3But on succossiv1c. ]
4ays tic 14 4t romeins l-nzor — thao light of the outor world is broaking

throu-lr ints Teolend &t the time whon tho peoplo celebrato the coming of
irousk intn Iceland at the ziven licht to tho

the inmer 1i-ht, tho coming »f Josus Christ Tho has
acarts and snuls »f men. &
c
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DRAMA IN TEE CHURCH

Paul EZ. Yorentz

Drama is in the Church now! This article is not written to
shov »u vhy it should de in the Church, but t~ as'z for a more intelli-
sent use of the drama. 3o vre I try to justify my assertion that the
drama is alrcady witir us, let us scc what the drama is.

The truec drama daes n~t take place °n staze; it is frund
cmmt ir the world in the lives ~f meople. It is vhat pe~ole think,
and fecel, and dr that maZzes up the true drama. That we find »n the
stose 1s an attemot t~ reprnrduce the truc drama »f lifc. 'Ten this
is done vith scnsitivity and insizht the audience expericnces individu-—
ally that which they sec and hear. Psychnlozists call this ohenomenmn
Yormetlhy . It is the nrojectirn of nne's nvn consciousness intns anntier
neinge The success 2f any presentatinsn is measured by the degrec to
waich this invisible bond between the actor and nis audience is orssent.
Tacre a drama is denc witihout honesty and integrity, vhere it is poorly

(P9

exccuted, where cmpathy does net cxist — truc drama docs not existe

The Scrvice is the most obvious bit of drama in the Churel,
sn» let us begin by cxamining the Servicee The Service is a formal
renresentation of the combined rcligious cxperiences of gencratisns
nf Christians. It should provide an oppnortunity for tho individual
woarsnipner to firnd for himself a genuine religious cxperiencee In
this drama the actors are the minister and others in the congrogation.
Tac lines they arc speelzing wero —written by the Christians of tho past.

“hon the Sorvice most ncarly approaches the truc drama it
presents the living cxpericnee of Christians in order that others may
ave the same cxzmericnece In other —ords, cmpathy must exist botweon
the wershipnor and tho crmwnosite idealized Christian personality which
is represented in t:e Service. By nrojccting himsclf into the character
nf the idcal Christian the worshipper shares the communion -dith God
72ich is the common wrivilege of all Caristianse Hovewer, in the
ric ost oxncricnce thore exists a i thier empathy. This cmpathy is
the prejectinn of the c~nsciousncss ~f the individual —orshipper into
tho Being of God himsclfe It is this nrojection ~-hich must be tac
372l ef all worship. Then truc drama is tal~ing nlacc, bdccause wa is
ndo lenger a reprosentatinon, but the action of a living pcrscnality

sealting his Gnd.

The Liturgy is mcaningless unloss tac ~nrshipper can fecl,
avan hear the soft —aisper of the sandals of tho mwmowv«om as they
=21t the hills of Galilcc with their Master, hoar the firm stcw of

Paul as he strides the highwavs of the Roman Tapiro, hcar the ooﬁows&.
blews of Luthor as ke nails his thescs to the donr of the Castle Churca.

32 must ear the timeless marching thunder of Christiens cveryacre,
ear the roar of tae conflict around him, heer tic trumpet call t2

battle in tho mighty army of God!
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That is vhat the Liturgy must bo — a m hi
strengthening of faith. Personal meditation is ggﬁ:ugiic"?;sgiglznd
om closet. The Service is the community cxpression of this triumphal
marci to God. Zlements of the Service vhich do not contribute to iﬁis
cxpression are no :0od. ZEven though they may have been uscd by avery
popo from Pcter to Fius XII in his personal devotions. on Christmas
Tve, they are still no goode Scrmons vhich are othar-rorldly and of
no certinly good to ordinary humans, hair-splitting discourses on the
finer hairs of doctrine, or strings of pious gencralitics and bene-
volent platitudes have no nlece in this Service. e might have sabotage
trials for pastors and organists vho mutilate the Sarvice and hindor
tais march of faithe.

T0 illustrations vill suffice, though therc are morce.
Some ~ill Joubtless occur to you as you read. Iter: onc is the TE DEUK.
To mc the TE DEU* is tcdiume It is too longe It begins to build
torard e climax as the vhole Church praises its God:
"T"caven and carth arc full of the Yajesty of Thy Glory.
The glorious company of tha Apostles praise Thee.
The gondly fcllowship of the Prophets praisc Thee
The noble army of Martyrs praise Thee.
™¢ holy Church throughout all the wrorld doth acknowlcdge Thec.
Thou art thc Xing of Glory, O Christ."
Tacn it collapses, and finally, after further aimless wandering, it
dics. ¢ «
"Vouchsafc, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin.
0 Lord, in Thee have I trusted, let me never be confounded.™
Tith it dics the spirit of worship =ithin the heart of the hcarcr. Unless
you arc a super—cstnete or unless your mind does not stick too closely
to the scrvice, you have alrcady cxpcricnced this loss vhen the T8 DEUM
is uscd, and I nced not cxpand my point further.

The sccond item is the morc important since it is part of
the Order for Public C onfession and is, thercfore, morc often before
our mcople. The last paragraph deals with the rctention of sins for
those vho reccive the sacrament unwortaily. Onc of our profcssors has
characterized this as being psychologically wronge. I say it is a
drametic faux pas. Thac Absolution builds to a beautiful climax at
which point the wrosnipoer should feel the assurance of forgiveoncss
flooding through his being.

"Almighty God, our Heavenly Father hath had mercy upon

us, and for the sakc of the sufferings, dcath and resur-—

roction of Eis deer Son Jesus Christ, Our Lord, forgiveth

us all our sins. As a Minister of the Church of Christ,
and by His authority I therefore declarc unto you ¢ ¢ «

the full forgivencss of all your sins "

That forgivencss is certain and absolutc, a firm foundation
on vhich to build a new life. Then along comes this nagging little
voice vhich says, "Arc you surec?™

This anti-climactic ending is the ccclesiastical cquivalent
of an 0ld stege device of the theatre. The comedy lead is build up
until his ocgo is at the bursting point, then a straight man deflates



him with ono ncatly turned line. Our old friend Wil

it with telling cffect on Falstaff. It is always a suiga?§:£e§;§g§sgg
stagc. FHowever, for that very rcason, I fcel that it should have no
vart in the Absolution. The ~orshipper should leave with cvery
assurance of forgiveness that the Church and the 7ord of God can give him.

In bricf, the modern men comes to the Ghurch scakine peace
of mind. Xc cannot find it in cndless ropetitions of that drgary
formule, "There is nnthing to fcar; therc is no danger; God'!'s in His
hoaven; all's right —ith the ~orld." The modern man knows that there
arc dengers; feor is very real to him. That man wants is the constant
assurance that his sources of strength are sufficient to mect all
trials. I'o hazerd looks big when you know that you cen conguer it.
This cssurance comes best as a genuine religious cxpericnce. That
sxpericnce is prompted vhen the great truths of the Gospel and the
grcat traditions of the Church are presented in the manncer most licely
to breek througn the shell of indifforence and habit. This prescntation
must bc dramatically corrcct. The worshipper soon beccomes keenly
awerc of any clements in his formel worship wnich arc artificial and
totally unrelated to his cxperience in the truc drama — life.

Do I scem to specek too little of drama in the Caurch and
too much of worship? That is becausc idcally they arc indistinguish-
avlec. If worship scoms dramatic, it is artificial. Thce truc drama is
os cffortless and unnoticed as breathing, because breathing is a part
of living. Let us now lookz at some uses of the drame in the Church
waich are morc obviously purc rcpresentation. I shall arbitrarily
designate the two divisions of this field as (1) cducational primarily
and (2) primarily ontertainment.

I class as primarily educational all pageants, plays, skits,
tavleons, pantomimes, and the likey, and their combinations which are
uscd for Christmas, Zastcr, Reformation, and other festivals. Also
in this class are prescntations designed to present information about
the ceuscs of the Church ~— Forcign Missions, Deaconncss %ork, Social
Missions, Stcwardship, Parisn Education.

Dramatic presentations may also be used to teach tac lives
of the great leeders of the Church such as Peter, Paul, Luther, the
greet missionarr lecaders — Heyer, Schweitzor, Livingstonc. They can
siow the 1ifc and struggles of the carly church in America and its
leader Muhlenberg. All these can be presented so that our pcople
can gain an aporeciation of their Christian heritege. Mo?c importantly,
thoy can be presented fn a manner which will arousc a desirc to cmulate
the work and idoals of theso herocs of the Church.

The sgrcat tecachings of Jesus like trust in God, love of
fellov—-man can rcadily be taught as part of any of the presentations
liste¢ abovee Dramatically you cen tcach reverence in church, the
valuc and technique of family worship, or cven the merits of a meeting
conducted in a corrcct and orderly fashion. This docs not exhaust the
liste Anything you want to tcach can bo taught best through & dramatic
presentation of the factse The dramatic presentation is best because
it tceches through suggestion, rather than direcct commend. It is Doest
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becausc it presents the material through both eye and ecer to the
audicnce; the actors learn through personal action, too. It is best
becouse it offers the best opportunity for transfor since it presents
material in lifc-related situntions.

That list of topics looks like a large order for any churci.
Tell, fronkly, it is. o church can start with so ambitious a progrom.
Jowcver, any minister who is willing to invest a little time and thought
will find that 2 dramatic program expands very rapidly when once it
has been startede As progress is mode, less and less cffort is regquired
as the whole group accuires treining and skill. If the program is
not confined to any onc age group the whole congregation will beeome
prodvuction-mindede From this point on you will find that parts are
lcarncd quickly and fewer rechearsals arc nocdod.

Many churches have used dramatic productions as entertain-
ment for various functions during the church ycar. WMore of this can
and should be donc. Dromatic prescntations vay large dividends in
addition to the cntertainment provided. First, dramatic work can
utilize large groups of neorsons of varying skills and varying ebilities,
in 2ddition to the small group of "old faithfuls" found cverywhere.
Second, the participants arc vividly shown the valuc of coopcration
gincc a prescentation cannot rest on the shoulders of one or a few men,
but is dependent on cvery person in the group. Third, young vcople
in particular gain poisc and confidence from this typc of worke. They
rcadily pick up tho techniques of graceful living from their contact
with the maturer personalities of the playwright and the director.
Fourth, as one of thc most culturcd men in eny commnity, the pastor
may usc dramatics in its purcly entertainment capacity as a mcans of
tcacking appreciation of fine literature and cven finc musice The
only cffcective way to discouragc cheap litcrature, cheap shows, and
cacap movies is by creating a domand for the best.

Material for thesc productions coames from several sources,
Tac first is, of coursc, the commercial publishing houscs and our own
Publication Housc in particular. In addition many organizations and
soecial groups arc willing to furnish materials for presentationse
T last source is the most fruitful end most dengerous. Your people
represent a most abundant trecasurc of material. Prosentations which
207 out of their own lives and expericnces ore bound to be the most
offoctivo. Some materizl will come from pcople in your congregation
w10 have the desire and the ability to write. Somc will come throuzh
the'particination method. Here the group lcader weaves the atmosohcre
and scts the situation. The members of the group then work through
the situation using their own actions and spccche The rosul? after
polishing is the play, or pageant, or what cver rou arc working one.
Tais article is too short to develop this method fully, but scveral
3008 books have been written on the subject. This mec thod is dangorous
bocouse the first few trials mey not be of the bast, end mediocrity
is to be avoided at all costs. 3Bctter try out the first oncs on small

Zroups .

Icaders for this typc of work must of coursc be provided.
You are the natural choice to begin & program if you have any slzill
Or inclination a2long this linc. Others in the congregation will be
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interested and able. ILocal school toachars ara oftent7illing t» assist
T teginning is the Merdest.e After o vhile natural leadérs.in dramatiés
~ill develop, It =ill vy rou tn ‘op elose attention to what is bein
tovste  In the honds of lay leeders, the nadveatinonal zoals may drift E
considerably.  Your job is to start the ball rolline gbcn sive it all
tas support rov can. e X

To nrepare —ourseli for suck a pro-crim g I heve cutlined
ran® ell you con find on the subjeet, writ> t9 wmon vmn L doing sé%e—
t2ing ¢lorsy this line, oxchenge idees ~ith your fellow pestﬂrsea Y¥uch
of tio {2forecgion pmust cowe from rour orm intuition since it doecs
not cxiss &8 vat on ovepere Perhaps we cen somadayr 2nve a confarence
or syincical exchange or committee to holv rou. Start oy trial and
3renv, stary ~itih & ton minute Christmas paveant, stirt with o one
do1les oudget, start any old oy — but START!

—000~—~
THE ITVISTER AS A CRZATIVE ARTIST

Few ministers recognize the affinity which exists between their
worl. and that of the dramatic director or of any creative artist. The
same cualities found in the ablec pastor must be found in the able directore
Jacit must possess in a "iigh degree the sympathctic understanding of
people waich we call empathy. It is only as the pastor can project
nimsclf into the consciousness of the person who comes secking his advice
that l.c can understand tiac fundamental nceds and motivations which drive
men and women. It is only in so far as the dircctor possesses a similar
understanding of his characters and ais audience that ac can produce honest
and acccptavle drama.

The merc ability to understend pcople is not cnough, however.
30t.. the minister and the dircctor must desire to understand. 3ach nceds
that deep-rooted, whole-hearted, thorouzh—-zoinsz interest and concern for
his fellovman which wme commonly call "love of neighbor.”

An invaluable attribute of both is richness of imagination.
Taon o cheracter and a situation live in the mind of the diroctor, thcy
can live in the cyc of the audience. From the cold, éry script the dircc-
tor rust produce rcality. From thc pages of tho Bible thc.mlnistor muFt
producc the living reality of God. e must male the narrative and tcacn-—
inzs of the Bible so vivid in the hearts and minds of his people thaﬁ
Christ will bocome a living prescnce with whom they can wallzr and tali=.

In cormon it all crecative artists the pastor and thc.dircctor
must be integrated persnnalitics. There is no room on stage or 1n.thc
cimarelh for lcaders whosc lives lacl: purposc or dircction. A —avoring

Sader vill produce wavering results vhether they be Qhris}ian lives or
dramatic productions. The lifc with a pattern, the lifc that is contered
on a high ideal, the lifc which bends all beforc its high calling—that

is the crcative lifc.

000
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Some chilly wintry evening when rou
are not nlagued with a meeting to attend
or 2 sermon to write, get settled in a
comfortatle chair and 1learn somcthing
and be arused at the same time. For the
boolz that you are to read is H. L. Men-
cken's bool, THE AVFRICAI™ LATZUAGE. It
is not a new boox, but the library has
recently acouired it, and so we are in-
cluding it this month with some other
accessinna. It is a nerfect gem of in-
formation, and the delightful style in
vhich it is written makes it most enter—
taining. This reader feels that every
student of Pennsylvania—-German extrac—
tion will thoroughly avpreciate the
chanter on that language. And every
student and recent alumnus who lknows
Professor Snrder's feclings on the sub-
Joect of oddressing pastors as 'Reverend!
saould tale a good lookx at pages 279-83!
The following quotation from paze 280 is
a samole

Call me RBrother, if you will;

Call mc Farson — better still.

0f if, ncrchance, the Catholic frill
Doth :rour hcart with longing fill—-
Thoug.: plain Mister fills thne bill,

Then evern Father brings no chill

Of hurt or rancor or ill-will.

To no ».D. do I pretend,

Though Doctor doth some honor lend,
Preaciecr, Pastor, Rector, Fricng,
Titles almost without end

Yever grate and ne'ler offend;

4 loving car to all I bend.

3ut 20w tkhe man my heart doth rend,
"ho blithely calls me Reverend!

000

TEIGH~HO FOR MPRRIE BRGLATH!

But to lecave America for 3Ingland, I
should 1lilxc tn draw to your attention
onee  aznin to a rccent book by onc of
the leading preachors of that country,
leslic Veatherheadls I QUEST OF A KING-

DO¥. This little book which has been so
popular well deserves the large sale it
has hade It is but a simple interpreta-
tion of the Gospel of our Lord--the Good
News of the Kingdom of Hecaven. This may
sound like stelc stuff to many of us,but
the presentation is warm, vital, timely
and timalcss as the Gospel itself.

Ano aer new book on an old, 601d sub-
ject Is the book on homiletics by Fal-
ford 2. Luccock, professor of that ficld
at Yale. It is one of the best books on
that subject that this rcader 2has come
across. The title is indicative of the
contents: IN THE MINISTER'S WORKSEOP.
IYuch of the work of an averaze pastor is
prceching; this book will be genuinely
helpful to most of them. But this is no
dry and tecanical work! Iven a layman
could not help enjoying many of the chap—
ters. Dr. Iuccock has a flair for writ-
ing things in an 1intcresting and eye-
arrcsting mannar without becoming overly
sensational. It is written with sparkle
and wit that any of us could envy. The
receder is bound to comparc it witan Paul
Scherer!'s FOR W2 HAVE THIS TREASURE.dde-
quatc comparison is impossibls;the books
arc quite diffcrent. They supplement
once another, and all of us shoulé read
both of them.

Anothor recent addition to our fine
Krouth Library is the splendid book ed-
ited by Gecorge F. Thomas and  centitled
TES VITALITY OF THE CFRISTIAN TRADITION.
Adeguately to describe or accurately to
cataloguc this book would be difficult.
It is a collcction of trcatises of a ra-
ther non-tcchnical nature by experts in
thc various devartments of Caristianity.
It was written in the belisf that our
Ameorican life hnas neglected far too much
the Christian tradition: its art, litor-
aturc, cducation and philosophy, as well
as its business and politicse Tnile this
book was intcended primarily for the gen-
cral rcader, it forms a good introduc-
tion to the study of thcology in all its
branches.



—_—————
MATRICULATIO SERVICE

4 roup of thirty-rne condidates vere matriculated in the
A ° e iner: W ° ~ Q) 7)
viailedelpinie Sorinery en lednesdey, Decemder 13, 1944, ond therahy

adiitted as students »f thenlo-y in this instituting onmd “eleomed
iate tle Seminary Corrunity.

acerrdin: to the nrectice of this schnnl, ratriculation
ces ofter the stulent!s first seroster nf acoderic =orz in the
Seninery.  The scrvice, “awaver, is nat o mere ecrdeonic rcco nition;
in ¢ tlhenrln icnl seminery it assumes the rmoriks of sn oct of nersnonal
coseereotison cad o spiritunl vond thot is offirmed throu-h the aenniso
an” profession of the cendidete. The matriculetion service finds its
scttins: in o sorvice of =nrship, Matins, for ~hich apnropriste 2salms,
hwms, lessons ond nroyers are provided.

It is rcll for glt cho fam the Seminery Community to revic®

from ti—-c to time the »romises made in the Service »f ¥atriculsotion:

Tte wec foithful in the disehorseiof your 'dutics - . to iive

yrurself diligently to the reguler recédin ) Af thd Hely Scrip-

turcs ~n? to your onnnintad studics; tn sce’: Gadls race and

suidenee in deily nrarer end in the roverent and deveut reces-

tinn nf the "1y Cormrmani~n . . t2 demoon wvourself with such

grovity, industry and s~berness ~f lifc end conversation as

tecrmeth ane thn is see™ins t2 be admitted in Aue time to tha

sc.ered Ministry »f Christ's Churca.'

Fotesarthy in the Serviee =as o “rief adfress to thc studonts

by the Frosident-ZTlect. Dre Tfeml Je I9oa, in +hich he sou ht tn intervret
he snirit of the runt airy Scminery. In o fow moments Dre Ioa sot
forthhin len unce as lucid as it was inswiring four idcels the Semianry
sccgs te develep. D2 so7Me oFf en enmarcnoss af the rresonce »f God 2n
the »ert of p11 b~ torenr -né loern, ©or't end study on our compus —

thae ﬁrcsoncc of Gnd, procticed, s it wore; in o voricety of veys, ip
services of - arshiv, in expressinas of pers-nel devatien, in daily holy-
fulness to athers. oo spoxe °f e ression far Truth --- o feecd~m for
inquiry end stucy in all the fields ~f &fhenl»yys Bitiicel, ??storical,
Aracticel. lituriicel; cnd all in that gacst far thg rc?cmpulvc truth
7hica centers in the Gaspel ~f cur loré Jesus Unrist. gc.spﬁkc of‘a
Spirit of Finc TJcllovship thet crascs the causcs of diV}31nn: vhe ticr
lifferences nf persanelity, ~f cnlle.e traininnf nf nat1°na11ty~or raco e
And finally, o fourth idacl of the Seminery hic 1ntcrprctcd as tho cu%ti~
vation ~f Gonuinc “halcsamenoss, of confuct, ~f cttitude, all ﬁf.nna~s
lifc £s it is lived ~n this corpuse It is & vholesomeness that includes

tho tody tn-cther —ith anc's rhnle snirituel =cll-bcine

men metriculated in this service come from twclve

The yeun © o
& on different cnllesies and universitics.
stotes end arc olumni ~f clev BRLpLs¥

Thoir nomes, rs reed by the Sccretery of the Teculty,
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TAUL GEREARD ALZZRTI
FREDERICK EENRY ZARTELT
FLOYD FREDERICY ZUCHEOLZ
ROTIRT JAMES GOESER
MATTTEL JOX¥ XERUSTES
Cal2L TISM.R TEZER

0zl LUT: =R SERGEMDOFT RICEARD GLENTIORTY IOFFRRT
TAaRrElT LUTIZR ZIETSER TD7ARD OZERFOLTZER LUKSS, JR.
FREDERICK CIL.aLES 7060S C.RL IZBWING MU, JR.

R0ZERT EARL JORRZTNAITT S4UL COFR-D RTISCI

TILTRED ¥.iRTIN TUT: JOZ! ZD7ARD ROIDDAURI

T-Z0DCZE RUDOITI C.STaR IR TILLIAY SCTILIIFFZR, JE,
SUILLIY ~RDUS FRETIUIM ERIC ILLIIDLY SIGVAR

d0T.RD ETTARD FUNK GEORG= MORTIS SMIT, JR.
DOLID TLAVEY HZNIST ZDTLRD FARZINGTOY TITSDIGER
T20DCRE Cafl HERRMAN GEORGE MOTT 3..SS

EDG..R MAUNEY COOrZR
DOFALD WaRnEF IBRT

EBARL EDTARD XOPTIITLVER
Caxl EMIL LEITZXD

JOIZT WEITFORD rF.IILIR

Sk oMol

DIZECTORY OF YEV STUDENTS

Tnrnlled in the Seminory ¥averer, 1 9 4 4
* Secen? Yeor (Mfiddler)
# Tavy V-12 Trocron

R0ITET FEMRY ARTOLD (Terner College) 3 Griffin Court, ILyndr-olz, ILonsz Island,
Y.Y. St. Joun's Church, the Rev. C.S.Kierkecerd,pastor. ULCa,Mew York Synod.

ATEOMAS e EALER (Zel--in Tallace C-~llexe) Tox 59, Yrunowosd, Pa. St.luZze's
Caurch, the Rev. Tarvey ¥. Irt,nastor. ULC., Tittshur i Synod.

o “ ! . 4 - s 8
*3Z0TCE 1'OTT 4SS (Susquohanne University;Gettysours: Serminary) 193+ TePark
Ave., Thilsdel»ohis 22, Tn. St Toul's Churca, ti:2 Reve Y R.Bortner,pastor.

ULCA, Centrel Tenn. Synac.

Georse Tashintton Unive)

ATALID s e alleee ;Johns Tapzins end
D T, ST T ; the Rev.Carl 3. Prator,

306 Terishire ave.,uffoln,. . T. Kensinoton Chured,
astore  ULCa, New Yor'z Synod.

. Southorn Seminary) 4202 Main St.,

¥ r BER anni c.!
SDOARK,, CogRam(TERnI RIS s ULCa, S5, Care Syncd.

Columbin,S.C. Ihenczar Church, the Rove C.Z.Fritz,pnstere.

JO.T_:.:- AUGUST DIETTERLE (:V’uhl enbe re COllC e ) =k, 5 ’ DE.nVillC » Pa. Trini ty Chu-TCh

. . : i i of Feo.
£20 Reve,WeKrapf,pastor. ULC:, Ministeriun of ro

~ \ S

WCTSET: LUTTEE Eo (Sustovus adelpkus Cnlleie) Smodosburs, Iac Bvanseluti.
- e .--5\ -l- . . E a S nna.
Churck, the RoVesieC.Tinbers,pastor. ausustona Synate
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{}FR,{’;IEI:_.IZT \CA.RL "E‘GLU{TD (St. Olaf College;Univ. of Dabugue) 915 College Ave.,
ed Ving,Minn. Ste Foulls Church,the Rov.R.3.Reod,pastor.ULCA Nortawest Synod.
30200 TDVARD HOXL (Tarmer Crlle @) 142 fashinston Ste,Frugikeensic,t « Y.
Pirst Church,the Rev.i.TeZKusler,pastor. ULCL, Jer York Synod.

JAES GIEGG 0R” (Carncll Univ,) 200 7. Scdgrielz St.,Fhiladelphia 19, Pa.
Lutireassoce,Cornell, the Revedohn H.Sardeson,vastor. ULCA, Néw York Synod.

ARWOIT IREDERICX YIZLLIR, JR, (Pamilton Callege) 21 Irving Ploce,Utica, oY
qedecmer Clhurch,the Revea.FeXeller,pastor. ULCa, Now York Synnd.

*CARL E,'IL IEITZXE (.umustana Cnllege;ausustana Seminary) 820 Spaisht St.,
‘adison,iisce Centrel Church,the ReveZlton 3. Andersnn,paster. susustana Synod.

JOZT VOSTIR FETERT (Albrizht Collee) 2331 NW.6th St.,Philadelphia 33,22
‘ Stediichecl!'s Church,the Reve Gunther J. Stippich,pastor.ULCA, Minist.of Fa.

\ #30ZLT GUSTAVE PIUTZRSEN (Upsala College) 174 Chandler Ave., Staten Island,
Ne T Veso Luthe Churcs, the Reve CeZ.Carlson, pastor. augustana Synod.

| *JOVT TVITTORD PFAXIER (Gettystur: College;Gettysburs Seminary) 104 3ecacaly

St., Yeyersdole, Pa. Zion Church, the ReveR¥.Dunzlederier,vpestor. ULCA,
Contrel Penn. Synnd.

TTTRY TAUYL SCYATTTTR (Carthaze Cnlle ) Yarion, Ohin, Ascensinn Church

(itciiry, Philadelnhia), the Reve Gustav Fuf, pastor. ULC., Ministoerium.

e

vyjovilre Thodkirkje Islands (The ¥etional Church of Icelend, Lutheran)
. The Zeve 3jarni Jonsson, Viece—3ishop and Fridrilz Zallgrimssen, Dean.

Incal ofdress: Greduate Jell, 30 B Gowen Ave., ~hiladelnhia 19, Pa.

l 2ITUR SIGUDSTIRSSOY (University of Iccland, Reykjavik) Clduzate 14,

TA0ID TOTTAT STLTT (Muhlenbers C~lle ) 738 Medin Ste,Tellertorm, Pa.

Cirist Church, the 2Jove 3yron Re Stouffer,pastor. ULCa,Ministerium »f Pe.
MORTRTT IEFRY STRACKZER, JR. (Gettysburs Cnllege) 2401 Tashiniten Ste,
7ilmin ‘t~n, Delawarc. St. Stephen's Caurch, the Reve Willian Elwert,

| gastore UlCa, Ministerium cf Pa.
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