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�:,� stirrir.-; nessaGe of the Prophet of t:1e Aavc!'t -;)i:QYides ·the�-. 
insnirutior· for the bold ,iortra�;a,l of St, John t::e :3;::.;1tist ci.cDictcd in t:1.is 
!".\0!'lt:.' s cover acsigY'I, .As ·,o hc>t.r'�en to the mcpsa,:·:,,) of repentance anc lift 
our or0s tm·•urd tl1e Sur� of Ji ·htcousncss, ,-,�10s0 conin::; e.gain we cclcoratc 
t'his C'-,ri ritwus, our :-icn.rts are moved , .. it:1 bra ti tu.de to God for t 1c sending 
of :-!is Sor, our Lora JcGus c:u·ist, ':'ho Staff of t:10 11 Seminurian 11 join in 
oxten{i�- · to facu_lt;:r and students of the Seminary t'hc Scas"r. 1 s 0�r0ctings 
and , .. ,j H;�('S for u blosso,1 Cl1ristmas a.'1.d u �-:0•·1 Your of service and ,:;ro,7th in 
our Lord I s ;nn,�dom, 

"Lift up )"Our heads, �N mi8;r.ty gatcsJ 
30 •old t:·10 :ang of Glory ·,ai tB; 

Th, :Cir. · �f 1:in�s is dr .. lwiu; near,
:i:.c, Sr-,io··.r of t:10 "'O:cld is l1erc; 

Li:-'"' , ql salw.i.tio:' rl, doth bri•.1�, 
�7:-. .:;rofor,) rojoic,1, und {;l.:\dly sine;: 

'fJc nr<-1.is," :i::-.,v', F ... t11.1..�r, no1·1,

Cr11otor, r•iSC' art ':!.1bouJ II 

·- ---- -- .. ·---··-·-··· --·-----�---------==========�-

Of:ficiul OrGn.n of th,) Student 3" 'r 01 t:10 Luthcre,n Thcoloiical 
Scr.lin::.ry at Philadelpr.i.::., Issu •d Monthl�· o.t 7301 Gcnnanto•·r!'l 

..\.vnnuo, !�ount .Air�•. Philn.d.olphif'. 1.9, ?,)nns�·lvania, 'olum.:::: IX, 

1"umb0r Six, 
TI:.-.t ST.ii.FF 
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Tho Lutheran Church �s rich in its groat horito.go of 
devotional materiaL l.�an_y of those treasures have '.)con 
buried for years, but �ro nQw being revived, Ono of 
those beautiful devotions, t,1.at is peculiar to our Con­
fession, is tho Advent Wreath, ?his �reath is construct­
ed of �olly, pine, or fir bou�h, around a frruno of 
wood, At oqual spaces apart arc placed four candles, ono 
for each Sunda;' in Advent, The wreath is usually hu."lg 
within th0 cho.ncel, although it is somotimes placed on 
tho grudino of tho al tar. 

Tho simplicity of tho service accompanying tho light­
ing of t�e 1roath is quite significant of tho simplicity 
of tho Christ c:1ild I s birth, On tho first Sunday in Ad­

vent, the pastor lights tho first candle, at tho comple­
tion of the Offertory, uhile tho congregation reads tho 
Advent prophecy, Zechariah 2:10-11; 9:9-10, in uniQon, 
On tho second and folloning Advent Sundays, tho lig.�ts 
previously lighted are lighted. at tho beginning of the 
Service, tho candle roproscnting tho no� Advent Sunday 
being lighted at tho appointed place with tho recitation 
of the Prophecy� 

This custom seems to havo originated in Sco.ndanavia 
o.nd from there passed into Gonnany, largely through the 
efforts of Pastor ';7ilhclm I.oho, who introduced it ti') the 
Viotherhouso at Ncudottelsau, It wns from tho lattor 
place tnat the Philadelphia V.othcrhouso rocoivod this

symbolic pro.ctico and Tias influential in passing it on 
to tho Lutheran Church in .America, 
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Tho Philadelphia Seminc.ry Chapel 

Tuosdn.y Evening 

!)ocer:1bor 19 

1 9 11: 4 

Foll0ning a cust0m 0f n",;· several yco.rs stc.nding, tho students 
'.lncl fo.cul ty of tho Scminv.ry and their guests 7111 �ether in the Seminary 
c:10.;,el for a Christmas Vespers. Decorv.ted �-:i th soo.sonn.l :�reens o.nd 
cl'.ncl.les, the Chn:pel nill present D. fittini; scene f')r t1:is service thD.t 
moves in theme from �,dvcnt ?rophecy to Gospel Fulfillment, ;..n ,'tdvcnt 
.7roL.th ,i th its four red co.ndles has been propc.ro0 to portray the 
oro-pllc tic portion of tho service, ::nse-:�1ero in tho 11 Seminn.rian11 ;;111 
be found u.n explanation 0f this characteristic ,�dvcnt custom, 

Interspersed ;-·i th tho messar;es of prophocy r.nd fulfillment ......_
in t:io rcadini:; from Or d I s :7ord, in conf;rc:;utirmal singing and �orporo.tc' 
pr<'.!'Cr ana. praise arc a number of .n.dvent and Christmas anthems prepared 
f0r tho service by tho Somine..ry C!1oir c.nd Octet, under the dir¢ction 
of tho Rev< Elmer E, Ziober. 

Tho Vosper Liturgy uill be rend by the Senior Fello•·, the 
Rev. Theodore .A. Hartig; Mr� ?aul Xidd will read the Prophocio s, and 
Mr� i7illium i1o.rd, tho Christmns GospoL Members of the Scmin,�ry Octet 
include Mossrs. Fred RcissiG and Carl Koppenhaver, first toner; ,1 

Lo0no.rd Klumann and Robert Potorscn, second tenor; G. Uorris Smith 
o.nd Ed\7in ',7issor, first bass: Robert ·,7uchtor and Edmund ?foifer, 
second bass, Those comprising tho Brass Quartet arc Messrs, Allen 
Youngblood and PD.ul c. Roisch, trumpets; Jomes H0rn and Edmund Pfeifer•. 
tr')mbonos, 

Prominent in tho music of tho service l'.ro choral numbers of
Jo�10.nn Scbo.stio.n 3ach, t11 ··•l:'1m the Lut!1cro.n Church is indebted o.s to
no ')ther composer for o.n imm0rto.l expression in music �f tho cvangolic�l 
spirit of our Christion Faith, The chorales o.n0 other composit ions 
call for a fo,1 spocic.l notes, ,e arc publishin:; tho Order of Service
.. Ii tl1 reference in particul:1r to tho music, 

Four Ba.ch Chorales 

ORDER OF S�RVICn 

ArrMgod for Brass �ua.r.tot by 
James Horn 

11 In dulci jubi10 11 

11Ermuntrc dich, mein sch-•ac:1or Goist"
11 Uns ist oin Xindlcin hcut 1 �boron"

"Vom Himmel hoch, da konun ich hor11 

i'ivo O'Cl ck 



The toxt of tho first of these chor l 
mixture ,-.,f Gcrr.i.nn o.nd Lo.tin, Tho carol has ,,: 

os 
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presents e. curious 

of Dresden nho died about the year 1440 but 
0� .... scri�ed to one Poter

'Jo.d: inti) the Y.iddlo .ri.t";es. Luther uith
,
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nc �-11Y it roots further
�10..vc sunr, this quaint co.rol o.t Fro.u Cottc.' s ��:� 

companions m�.y \7Cll 
the cc.rnl is popular in an Ene,;lish version "G'>o 

top, In modern ti�cs 
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Christmas st0ry. The first of these is Luth , f . · 

hymn, 
er s unous Chr1stnns 

Or6un Freludcs: 11 0 Sanctissima" -
11 s 

Traditional Sicilian Melody ilent
0
I:i@lt11 arr. Charles :alack , jilfrcd Steffy, orgo.nist 

?rocossiOnD,l 

Hyr,m 
Tho OpeninG Vcrsiclos 
:?sulr:� 147 Lc.uda.tc Drminun 

THE FROP::ECIES ( o.cconponiod by tho lichtinc; of the Advent i7ronth) 

The First Pr0phccy, Isaiah 11:1-12, 
11 .Ann there sho.11 C"lf'.'lC forth a Md 0ut of tho stern of Josso, and. 
n Bro.nch sho.11 r..rnr l')Ut of his roots , , • 11 

An them: 11 Lo, ho�1 a Rose o I er blonr.iinG" - - ?raetorius 

Lo, hl')TT a Rose e'er blonming 
From tender stem ho.th sprungl 
Of Jesse's lineage corninG, 
As men of old have sung, 
It came, a flou 1 rct bricht, 
./\@id the cold of ,,inter, 
'tihen half-spent ,as tho ni£ht, 

Isaiah 1 tuns foretold it, 
Tho Roso I have in mind, 
'Ji th I�ary no behold it, 
Tho VirGin ?(other kind, 
To shou God's love aright 
She bore to men a So.vi our, 
il'nen half-spont uas the night. 

Es ist ein Reis cntsprunJon 
aus ciner ffll.rtzcl zart 
�ls uns die alton sungcn, 
nuss Jesse krun die art, 
Und hat ein blllinloin bro.cht, 
mitten in kaltem TTintor, 
TTOl zu dcr hulben no.cht, 

Das Roisloin das ich meinc, 
darv0n Iso.io.s so.gt, 
Hat uns gobracht alloine 
Mery die reine Mo.gd, 
;\USS Gottes eTTgON raht 
hat sic ein Kind gobohron 
uol zu dcr halbon Nacht, 

This composition, both uords and music, is representative of 
tho �oalth of Rhenish folk hymnody in pro-Rofonnation times. Tho German 
hymnologist, Wackcrnagol, believes it to be originally a 15th or 16th 
century Christmas or Trrelfth Night carol of tho diocese of Trier. As 
printed in the "Speier Gcsangbuch11 of 1600, tho hymn embraces toonty­
t:1rco stnnzes, ea.ch of seven lines. Michael Praotorius, a prodccossor 
of Bo.ch, arranged tho melody in tho setting frequently sung to-day, 



and mndo corrcspondins chanbos in tho text nhich b 
th hymn is o. "c t· l f l i 

. appears a ove, :7itha.l, o an 1c e o ov DG honour to the mystic Roso-tree sprinGi�i;: �rom tho root of Jesse" end that bore tho Blossom \7hich isiur Snv1ou:, In later times, the melody has boon Given artistic trov.tMont 1� a Prelude of Brahms, in uhich the "several parts tr,incthomsolvcs into a voritcble 7rcathen barland of musical rose b the tender theme, 11 6 a out 

The Second ?rophocy, Micah 5:2-?, 
"But thou, :aothlchem Ephratah, thou6h thou be little a.mone tho thousands of Judah, yet out of theo shll.11 Ho come forth unto mothat is to be ruler in Israel , •• u 

:Eymn: 11 0 Little To1m of Bethlehem" 

The Third ?rophocy, Jorominh 33:10-16 
11, , , In those duys shall Judah be se.ved, o.nd Jerusalem shall 
dr•oll safely: a.nd this is the :fa.me TThercrli th she sho.11 be 
called, The LORD our rir.;htoousnoss, 11 

.Anthem: "Como Thou, Oh, comoJ" 

Como, Thou, oh, c0moJ 
-'110 Givos us tra.nGuil rest: 
�ith balM from Ho�v'n 0n hi,��. 
Como, Th0u, oh, comoJ 
Thou suoctost, !dndliost, 
iiho Giv0s us tro.nquil rest, 
Joy in life I s narro·1 puth, 

oh, coMo Th"u) 
Hope in tho hour of doo.th, 

oh, come ThouJ 
Come, Thou, bh, come) 

Bo.ch 

Es ist bonuc: Zerr, �enn cs 
dir c-;eftl.11 t, 

So spL,nne 1:iich doch aus. 
}��in Jesus krimmt: nun .�to 

:racht, 0 r:c1t1 
Ich fuhr 1 in 1 s EimMolshn.us: 
Ich fa.bro sichcr hin l;lit Frieden, 
�ein r,rosscr Jrunmer bloibt 

cl.arnicdon,
�s ist cen'll6, 

i3o.ch, it Mey be said �ith reasonable certainty, thor�u.;hly 
understood the cschc-.tol0.�;ico.l import of tho Christio.n 1 s fe.i th 11.nd hope, 
Ho ill'.s succocdcd, o.s perho.ps no 0thor coMposor until Cesar Fro.nck, in 
cxpressinb the spiri tunl lonGinr; of tho Christi£>..n after his ot�rna.l
home, For this ron,s0n, ,;-e rn�.y turn to his cantatas for oxquisi to 
ronditi�ns of tho Gospels ?f tho closing Trinity Cycle o.nd tho Season
of i�clvent. T!1is ch0rulo c0mplotos tho canto.to.. 11 0 Euigkeit, du Donner­
·1ort, 11 cor,1p?sod for tho Tr:onty-fourth Sundny ofter Trinity, 1732. Fo-r
this composition 3ach employed the •-ords end tuno of e, chorl'.le first ,,
published. by a. Y.1L"1lho.uscn orc;c.nist, Johann Rodolph ..ililo in 1662, The 
chor£>.lo cl0scs a rn0vinr; portrayal of the Lo.st Judgment in ,hicb a.re
1opict0a tho spirituv.l c.nxioty rif tho soul, the condemnation 0f tho
unri[.:htc,,us nna. tho finnl bliss of tho elect. Thus tho chorale , thoucJl
intense in its close hnrmnny. jroathos c. final note of relief and serenity,
It bolonc;s, in spirit. �·1th tho better lcnoPn 11Xornm 1 sU.ssor Tod," yet
in the context of r,hv,t procod0s, spooks to us unmistnkonly of th�
Second Advent. Our trc.nslution of tho text, hm;ovor, considerably
tompors the force of tho original, '.
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The 1ourth ?rophocy, Isaiah 9:6,7, 
", , , Md liis Mame shall be co.llod '10ndorful Counsellor The 1�irhty God, Tho Evorlo.sting Father, Tho ?;inco r,f ?oa�o,"

Anthem: "Let all t'>f;other praise our God" - Bo.ch
Lot all toGcther praise our God 
Upon Fis lofty throne: 
:Io ho.t:� His hcav 1 ns unclosed. to-day 
..\nd Giv 1 n to us liis Son. 

:Io lDys o.sido His majesty 
.And seems o.s nothin�: r;orth, 
And toJ:os on  Him o. scrvc.nt1s f0nn, 
T.:lo mu.de b'>th ncu.v I n and ca.rth 

T:.1e [.lorious .;ates of Po.radisc 
Tho cherub �ards n� more; 
r:1is dc.y ae;ain those gates unfolds, 
"Ji tn praise our God o.dorol 

Lobt Gott, ihr C!lristcn allo gloich, 
in soinom h�c:1ston Thran 
dor hout schlousst o.uf soin Himmclrcich 
und schcnkt uns seinon S0nn. 

Er liusscrt sich o.11 seiner (P·-c.l t, 
r:ird niodris unr Gorin.::; 
und nimmt an sich cins !cncc=1ts Gestalt, 
der Sch�pfor o.ller DinG, 

Rout I schlcusst er ,·ice.er o.uf die 'fil.r 
zu.� sch�nen ?aradcis, 
der Cherub stoht nicht mohr dafilr, 
Gott sci Lob, �hr 1 und ?rcis1 

�uitc in contra.st to tho preceding number, this choro.lo bol�ly 
pr':lclnims our thrulksgivinG �vcr the coming into the ;··orld of tho So.viour, 
Jesus Christ, o.nd through Kim, 0ur ready access to tho Thr0no of Grace, 
"Lot all t0-::;cthor praise our God 11 c0mo a.s n triumplumt close t0 tho 
Canta.tu, 11 SU.sser Tr0st, moin Jesus lcommt, 11 composed for the Third c:1ristlnas 
:!)a.y ( 11 cm. dritten �7oihno.chtsfosttnc;o11 ) proba"oly 0f the yoo.r 1740, T:1.0 
CD.ntv.tl.'. is noto1-orthy for an cxquisi to soprano c.ria in \7hich, as Al bort 
Schr,eitzcr des'cribos it, "tho strinG;S sinG n lullo.by over the infant 
Jesus tn •··hich the flute ndc'ls oxubom.nt r-ms o.nd fi6uros, 11 FollQTTinG 
this rather del icate ?Ct joyful mcdit£\tion upon tho Christmas Mystery, 
tho clct>.r, moo.surcrl tnoos �f 11 L0'bt G0tt, ihr Christon" V/'1ice the certainty 
'>f our salvation� !:ere :aa.ch uses 1U1clns f;ormnnn 1 s Christmas choro.lo, 
TTrittcn about 1551 o.nd first published at 1ittonbor� in 1560, 

Tm: Ci1US'n'..i.S GOS?EL St. Luko 2:1-14, 
11, , , F0r unto y0u is b�rn this day in tho city 0f Dnvid a 
Saviour, Fhich is Christ the Lord, 11 

Tt7o Christmas C�r�ls 
"Ev.:ppy 3o t!11chom 11 

(Jn..:;lish Vorsi0n) 
0 3othlohcm, 

;..r..o l;v..vost birth to our Redeemer, 
0 nappy to,m J 

Glorious and Groat is thy ron0rn: 
For 'tis from theo shone forth tho libht 
Th.::�t fills co.ch homo and heart tonight. 

0 3ethlchcmJ 
0 happy to,·n J 

The Sorninv.rr Octet 
D0n0sti� Snn Sobc.stian 

( 30-sque Text) 
Oi :Cctleorn, 

Aln oi:;un zuro �uraiak, 
Oi 3otlccm1 

OnGi baitu distiratzon 
ZU£:;o.nilc oldu c'lcn o.rgio.k 
'ilototz...,::t:. · .... zt.H' ,6Uziak, 

Oi :Bctloom; 
Oi JotleemJ 

Como and ndoroJ �rtzainckin 
all yo shepherds from tho mountains Eldu nniz zugana leiaz,Como 

Como o.nd o.d'>rc 1 Artza.inol;:in 

; 
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Fco.venTT�rd lot y�ur voices soar 
rro.isinr, the �lorious Jesus Child 
J..na. Iiis s•.··cot E0thcr Mv.ry nild, 

Ek bozo.lo. no.iz o�in 
.n.rloro.tzen zc.itut, r!csio.s, 
EtD. JT10..i to bi0tz :;uzio,z, 

Shep:1orc.s, .-.a.ore J 
Cone end ucl.nre J 

n.rtzD.ine�-:in, 
Artzv.inc}':in, 

The r.clody r,f t�is cc.r0l, t!u>,t comes fr'):' tho s.,..o.11 vo,llor ()f 
J.Dkv,rrtz-ElizC"n('!r, in the Spc.nisn. �yroncos, ;·as n'>tci do�n fron tho lips 
if po�scnts �y th0 �nnro J0s0 nllt�nio de Sun Sobcstio.n, In its present 
o.rrc.nr·oMent, tho cc.r'"'l ·:o.s first sun:-: in .inoric:). ut tho ChristMo.s 
C0ncerts nf tho Sch'>ll'. Canto rum '>f :Tc,;-, Yor1

: in Dcconbor, 1922, 1!ho 
?o.drc cv.lls o.ttention to th0 little musical phrase 0f four notes, uhich, 
c0'1in:· o.t the bo..;cinnin:;, tho r.iiddle o.nd the end, rounc!s out tho composi­
tion, londs it unity nnd, 11 rrhilc exprcssinr; th0 sentiment of o.bundnnt 
j0�,, c<"'nserves ,·:ith it a.11 c.. ,_;ro.:1t di:nity o.nd screnity, 11 

0 ni; ·ht in(.;o.lc , u,10.::c J 
0 t:i·1ou thut mo2� 1 st sr:oot melody 
.\monr.: the bro,nchc s ·-roon r.nd hi,:h, 
:T0-:-, sint: thy lovoli::ist sonr, 
To t:-:o 1 i ttlo Chil . 
In mc.nr�c r �)o.ro , 
In bcc.u t,• rD.ro, 
$() , .. <'nc'l.r("\us f ni r: 
0 sint:, sin:, sin·�, 
Sint, for Christ is ')0rn t0-ni�tJ 

S�iss Folksong, XVII Century 

Fly suift to the man;cr small1 
Fly B\7ift to tho humble stable lou, 
'17hmio from thy throat pour suootest songs

Thou, nii;htini:;alo, cJ.ost knor,; 
To tho little Child 
Suee t ly s in.�in.-; 
Strains S'> rin.-;in--�, 
?rnisos brinGin�: 
Sin�, sin�, sin�, 
Sin�, for Christ is b()rn t0-ni1htl 

Sin,�, nit�htin.--:c..lo, 0 sin::; 
� hun0rod hun�ron th0usund n0tcsJ 
Glc..d praises to tho Saviour brin� • 
..:i.ncl. mo..1t,') Iiirn 1mo··, our love: 
T0 tho little Child 
S"n ·:s outp0urin,1 
Li --htly s')o.rin ·;, 
:-:fr, n.dl'lrin-;, 
Sin-, sin;, sin·, 
Sin•:, f'>r Christ is b0rn tn-ni ·;ht]

This quaint s�:iss foll-::-car0l is ono of D, series of enrols from 
vn.rious countries trnnslc.tcd und o.rrun ·;od by ClD.ronco c.nd 1:01on D_ickinson 
if the ncpv.rtmont 0f Sv.crod Husic at Union Tho"lo ·ico.l Seminary, .:�er, YOTk, 

·1yr.m
Tho t�o.c;nifico. t 
Tho frv..ycrs 

The Kyrio nnd L�r0 1 s ?r�yor 
The Sc..lutation o.nr C�llocts 

Tho �cnodicnnus and "3ono1icti0n 

:Iymn: 11 !:c.r�-=J Tho hcrdd .nll;:ols sint:"

'.locos si '1no.1 

l 



SEMil7ARY VIOL�T 

. - - by Phil Zoh 

:Tell, here I am, sittini; at my d.csk, It's not a very big desk. It 
seems as soon as I get a drn···cr filled up .-.1th junk, I put the over­
flor, on top; and •·hen I �·,o.ve to use the top, I try to shove the stuff
into tho dra.- •crs-11••1l1ich obviously ,1on't nork on the face of it 11 
Morentz ,1ould say. Might as noll start cleaning it up non una. �ut:ome 
of this a:r,ay-bcfore tho follo,-, who II cloans 11 the room covers it 71 th 
a lD.yer of dust again. Those pencils go buck to my rooromo.to: that book 
belongs across tho hall; that lotter can e,o in the nnstcbo.sket; and 
those -I better �cop those, They're my assicnmcnts for December. 

Eoh - read Funeral sermons (also some Children's) 
Nolde - Catochctics lesson plan outlines 
Tupport - read 4 books 
Noldc2 - r,orry about possibility of nether NT exam 

\That 1s his note doing in hero? 
You might kno,-, it'd be on one of those J'"JS. ImdEHBER slips - o.nd I 
thout;ht there ,ms u paper shortage. Oh 1 

Remember to got Xmas cards and mail them soon. 
Remember to make list of Xr1as presents to be bought - and 

try to buy them. 
Remember to prepare an Xmas sermon or tuo - in case I'm 

asked to preach over tho holiday at home. 
Remember to \7ri te Dotty again. 
Ro�cmbcr to. • , •• 

Say, just nhcn am I going to do all 
this? rte tvo only r,ot a. fon 111ore days before Christmas. And thcre 1 s 
that ca11 · to thin!c c.bout I Muybe I can concentrate better if I turn 
on the radio c No, better n')t; I1ll -probably Get Cr0sby singing "I'm 
droor:1ing of u rrhi to Chris tnas 11 o.gain. • • • 

You knor,, c0mc to thin!-;: of it, hor0 it is Advent, and I haven 1 t even 
ta2.ccn one moment to prc-oo.ro for C�1ristmas pers')nal ly, 'J hon tho frontal 
o.nd tho Falls turned violet, past0rs as}>::cd their people to think quietly 
about liis coming. Herc I o.m, and I haven 1 t even d0nc thl'.t P1uch P.1ysolf. 
lio tine ••• • • 

1ho o.ro y0u? mio.t do you want here? 
bcr of tho nomon Is auxiliary? i7hat? 
'.7cll GO uhoo.d. 

Arc y')u c.nothcr unan0uncod nem-­
You �o.nt to tell MC soMethins7 

II There TTere some mon·, one timo lon� ag0, TTorking outside, taldng 
care of their 1i volihood, Thoy TToro busy men in thoir orm \7o.y; 
t;1oy had to be 0n tho alert in thoir ?ccupo.tion day and night. 
They had never a m0ment free from uorry and care. They hud no 
free time. As you �ould say, 'Their deslc tops r,orc cluttorcd up. 1



'1 �"ho re ,10 re three o tho r mon, one t imc l "n r7 ,. uo t h • 
· J c -o , grca men, U�0n t 01r sh0uldors C"nstruitly were problons 0f pl)liiics,j,r1blons o.f cdu<!o.ti"n, pr0blcns of omnirc Tho f 

- •. ,,.. ,. • 1 
� • Y, 0 C0UJ'SC ,

0rcnt ...... a. bu..,� men tnr.t they v,ore ho.d n0 free t �- · �--IT11,, • 1 , J.t:lC' Cl .,.,Or r i.1�O::..r dus '.: ,1..,re cluttered up. 

rr �\no. yo t 1 :.J.s Y"U 1t·.10•·1, b0 th tho shepherds o.nd tho r!i so r.icnf"u::i:t G.i.'i, t: lcf'.VO t:':.cir r.•0rk o.nd t0 stnnd quiot1? by an 
OP,'" i'·i _'' '":�'r l!l ... "rs:11p. Evon one of tho stars :l::-1 tho heavensfc,.:.�.c.. ',· .... ' t1 lot1vo its c0urso anc'I. ,:;0 0vor to lo')}:: int0 t:1at
m.�:ir.;u :i. ... ., ,; ·; > e

3ut J ... ,�!1t t" stu.,c. c.t that 0pon man,�or, t'>c, I 1 ve .;ot u call no.r, 
o.nt1. \ �1cr. !. ·,:�.lk th:·ouGh ihoso silent streets 0f Bethlohen this Christ­
r::o.s: .::10. c;�, in�c that stable, und to:rn my plo.co rith the 0ttcrs for 
o. r1"r"!CnT, of r.:> .crhip: Ic c • • \7ell, I r:o.nt to be ready for it. I
�-ucss I'd better start 6otting ready nou.

-oOo-

11 '.:(·c L0rd of r�lory was cradled in a man6cr, tho immediate reason
o,•in:; t�-:at tho inn 1 ,.'.'l.s ovorcrowdod; tho moral reason that tho 
or<l u .. '1.i. v, rsal i::x,\11!nlar und Friend must bo;Jin His life under 
c ire., x.�stunccs so lo· ·ly t:1at no son of Adam could ever fc,}l t·1a.t 
J\)sun ,.-,.-i.s r;oo". boca.uso mor( fortw1utely circumsto.nc0d t!10.::1 he, 
:·c t'.;vt un6.crroat:: t:1e most abject, , , , T;•wro was :10 roor1 for 
FiFl ::.n t,1c -�n·1, !.t v:as not }".Qstility which oxcludo{l ::L1.1, T!10 
inr. \7C.S pre ::,:-c:u·u00, 1 t i$ so to· -to.y TTi t::. hear Gr. 1 !1ou:;cs, time, 
or .. f.;inc::rn, -.>J1..·�our,--t·1,")rn is in0 .roor.1; 1 cvc'ry inci.1 cf: ::.-po.co is 
fill•:-d, P00Y)L; do :1ot ::ate j·:-.lous--tl10y havo no ro1r.1 for I:im,11 

- - C. �- Scofield.

11 '17b.cn wo :10.vo 0ur s•,7eet ll�'Hl lnyi�t'; Saviour c:1rist. we arc rich 
and ha-:-rny -nor� t\1r-.n \--nou"':,; --c c,·r� not!nn:-: for thoir sto.to,
(i.0,t'10 .. ,orla.) hn"O"', anc1 1 •iw.ltl�. But w0 0fton 1000 our 

.tii,1..viour C'idct, [l.'1d lJ.ttk thi:-r:: t11ut he is in ·1s, ['.nd "0 in
"1111!!�.\�1; t�mt :·c is .mrs, n.n,.i .. !Car, L .;_s. Yd uJ.t:: --u.:. hu h1do from

uo, as , .. 0 thi:11(, in tr.,"' tl.r:c v:. n,").:-d. "or u M,rnont, �•0t n.ro �10

COI"'forted in 11is ·,rorli.G<', , .. h0rc he sa;v-s, 1I 1r· cl.nil:; '"'ith you
to tho ,�orld's cna;t t�lis is our ric:wst tr0nsur0, 11 

- - I,ut�1cr, TL.01O Talk ccxxiv,

-oOo-
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MEDITATION FOR THE FOURTE SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

---

I. 

, Tho Seo.son of_�Advont finds doop and rich oxprcssinn in the poetry l')f tno prophets. ,,c turn to tho ins-oired lyrics of one of their compmiy­ the prl"\phot Iso.iah-f')r our sons0no.l modi to.til"\n, i;o. find it the son...,. of tho Church in the Intr')i t for Advent If, the eighth verso of the forty-­
fifth chl.:'.ptor of Iso.ioh: 

"Dr0p, dorm, yo heavens, from ab0ve, and lot the skies 
pour d0mi richtoousness: lot tho earth open. o.nd lot 
thorn bring f�rth snlv�ti0n, o.nd let righteousness spring 
up together; I the Lord have created it.11 

In the language l"\f nature, Isaiah suggests to u� God's plan 
f1r our salvation. From the prophet's poetic imaeory we may derive 
rich treasures for our lives o.s Advent-tide nears its close, 

II. 
"Pour dorm• ye hoavons and clouds, lot tho earth open o.nd bring 

forth righteousness;" indeed, this is o.n .Advent cry of oxpccto.tbn. 
!\,dvont cnncorns � longing soul, 

'7hen the prophet addrossos the rmrld of nature, he seeks t-:> clothe 
his innermost C"nvictions, invested -,i th di vino inspirati,m, in tho 
raost appropriate language at his coruno.n1, � o can sec him as he beholds 
tho boautics of G')dls croati0n, o.nd chooses the mystery of God,s uorld 
to express tho hi@1 spiritual thought cl0r.1oring \1i thin him for utterancct 
1e must look beyond the ;0rds to tho ideas themselves. \7lw.t do "770 find? 
A soul crying out for sal vo.tion; a s0ul that ros l'>okod ·:Ji thin itself 
and,, finding no a.nsr1or, lool�s out beyond-to the hoa.vons. 

Our prophecy concerns this longing soulc With Isaiah of old 
,10 talce our place, if we uere to examine carefully the imperfections 
of our inner life. For those very imp�rfections drau us in our groping 
and r.-andoring upt"'ard to God. ii o look for hoavon1s gifts. "I ":lill 
lift up mine eyes to tho hills," 

Advent sharpens our lonGing for salvati0n. Ea.ch Advent voices 
ancr, tho yoarnin& of tho Church for the continual coming of the Messiah 
in tho lives of her people. The Chri!tmas miracle must bore-enacted 
in us ef�ain and a..;;a.in. For our imporfocti0ns, the result of sin and 
human frailty. nood tho c0ntinunl �dvont of our �aviour. 

11 
On earth th0 broken arcs; in tho hoavcn a porfec t round, If 

F.o,-s<'roly no need tho c'm\ing of our Lord r,ho can unite the broken 
arcs of our livcsj This is tho longinG of the Christian, And if \70 do 
not thirst f0r God and His salvation our h0po is dead. Eabor lonGing is 

[ . � 

- I 
' 



a. na.tura.l part of every Christian. It is the ehristian "he t- · , h 1 d f d II t h 
• ar s1c1t ·�t :ioµ� o erro • o 'J om C hrist comes most unmistol'::a.bly, To him

t11O connnb of Christ is a blessed and real event Tho luko,.. d • �f 1 1 
• .. ann an 

indix orcnt �cno•:r nci t 1er the sorro 1::s 0f lon,sin~ nor tho joys 0f 
Christ-filled life, Such do not really live, b 

a

But for Christ to enter into the life of tho longing Christian
roqu�rcs the hoo.rt tha.t is prepared, Advent concerns not only tho
lon61nG soul; ll requires� prepared heart. Oonsider the picture
Isa.ic.h chl')oscs to su3;;cst spiritual preparation: 

11 Lot the Cl'.rth 0ncn, and let salva.tion blossom; and let 
tho earth cause ri --;hte0usnoss to spring up together." 

r:c arc told 0f hea.vonly do'\7 enriching the earth; The rain of 
God f s r.:ro.co -pourinr; ao..-,n upon the dry and thirsty soil of the heart 
'>ponce! to rccci vc it, Indeed, for Isaiah, all nature becomes a single 
field bearing the fruit of sal vatiim, God worl{:ing in us 1 Christ 
;)lc.ntca_ into tho soil of our heart l Do you not see the tuo-fold 
pl�n of salvati0n? God above pouring doun the riches of His grace; 
IDD-Yl bolo,r opening his heart to receive heo.venly treasure. 

11 1:0 shal 1 coMe c1O,1n like rain upon the morm srass; as 
shor:ers that ·:o.tor the earth." 

Mo.nts yearning, God 1 s :ulfillinGI 

;._ poet puts tho tl1oui;ht in tho experience of the seventeenth 
century mon�-:, .Abt Vo:;:lcr, ,:ho is sen.tod v.t }1is or-;un ,hero ho fash­
ions in his improvisin..; u tor:lple 11 not of stone but of sound. 11 In 
t!10 rc.pture of his art, o.s it ucre. ho beholds eternity in his visi')n, 

11 .And tho emulous heaven yearned dorm, mo.de effort to roach 
tho earth, 

.il.S the eurth had done her bast, in my passion, to scale 
tho sky. 11

Such is the lovo of God• ans•:;orinG the stri vinG of tho hunan soul • 
.And is our heart prepared for tho plo.ntin{;? i7ha.t of the lusts 

of tho flesh: riotinb and drunkenness. chambering and. rrantonness, 
s trifc und onvyini;? "Co.st off the uorlcs of darkness• 11 wri tos Paul;
11 lot your r1odcrati')n be y...norm unto all mon, 11 'Jhat of ropontanco?
:-Ioe.r tho voice from tho r:ildern0ss--J0hn tho :00.ptist, the last 0f the
prop:1ets, but the nearest in time to Christ: "Repent yo, for the
Kingdon of Heaven is nt hand." Yes, uc may stand uith John in tho
rrilcl.crness. in tho ..-·e.stelands as barren as our lives un'i!o.tered by God1s
;race. � o cnnnot prosUP'\C t0 enter upon tho joys of Christmas rrithout
seo.rchint:; solf-cxruninati0n anc. chD.neo of heart, Then alone may we
fully receive Christ, 

Advent preparation is n spiritual ono, yet tho life of tho
tho hccrt that is prepared, finds its exprossiAn in doily life. 
lmvo yet to c0nsider one m0ro treasure from our Advent Intrnit:
n0urishos the fruitful life. 

--- ,;;;..;.,=;:.....;;.=--

spil"it, 
71 0 

,Ad, v,o nt, 

11 Lct the ca.rth open, and lot so.lvD.tion blossom." God in liis
mercy descends to us in the person of :�is Son, our rif,;htc-:msness. 

• 



' 

j 
I 

�ais is the heavenly fift received by enrth, ond enfoldod in �ur humanity 
Earth, thirstinb for the dc�s of heaven, drenched by God1 a rain ond trans:
formed into a r,ardon of the Lord J Tho Christian life transformod in like
manner by the comint; of our Lord l

Eo11 our li vos may Gro,1 o.nd boc"mC fruitful uith the plantinG ')f 
Ghrist in us I 'ilten all seems doo.d and cold, Isnio.h's Rose ma.y rise 
and bloom in us oven o.s at deepest midniGht hour. 

11My life is like o. frozen thinG, 3o bud nr,r Greenness co.n I soc; 
Yet rise it sho.11 - the so.p of Spring; 0 Jesus, rise in mo. 11 

.And ,1hat arc the fruits of the spiritual life? Love, joy, poaco• 
longsufferinG, f:(Jntlenesa • [::OOdnoss, faith, meekness, temperance. 11 If 
1.10 live in tho spirit," Pa.ul oxh0rts, 11 lct us nalk in the spirit. 11 

Advent means e no� life, o. life that is creative, that resu0nds 
out 0f sheer gratitude for Godts gift to us and produces by His strength 
in us those fruits of d.nily good 1orks. It is the life that receives 
heavenly pm'lor ad yields its increase, thirty, sixty, or an hundred-fold, 

III, 

As Advent expectation .;ivos nay to Christmas joy. loolc upon the 
heo.rt to see · i1hethcr all be in readiness to receive the heavenly Gift. 
And opening the heart to tho cominG '>f tho Lord, let I:is presence so 
rrork in you that ribhtoousness muy spring up in your lives. 

.And the ner, life tho.t may be yours ·,ill be thcmrk of God Himself. 
For thro'U{;h tho mouth 0f tho Prophet, Ho speaks t� us in the close of 
to-day's prophecy: 

"I the Lord have created it. 11 

To nhich \,e may fervently rosp')nd t "This is most cortninly true�" 



T!·IB CHRIST.�$ STORY A1JD c:mISTY.AS STORIES 

(!rote: 7Jilliam C, Roe.;er, ·,hose revie,TS anpoar regularly 
in t:10. column

'. 
"Profitable for :aeo.dinr,11

, presents the 
follo•·•r1-· article on Christmas literature,) 

A11 t:10.t '70 rco.lly !rno·:1 about Christmc.s c0mcs from our read­
ing of !ho lovely nativity stories from the cospols of SS Hc.tt::oYT o.nd 
Lu��e. .J:''-?' s�ncc _c.hc bl,)ssod season of Christmc.s crune to bo colobrv.tod
in t::.c (;1 nsti.['.r. '.'.: 1Urch, roadinG hl'.s boon closely associc.tod ···i t'1 it, 
T' .. ,o scme, ,l . .!C•)unts of our Lord's birth c.rc road c.na. ro-rc£>.d oc.c:1 Christ­
n?-s, imt ,ni ·�- ::�no stories, poems, c.nd legends hnvc been inspired by 
t.1e G0spJJ. nL'.:::-ro.ilvos. This year, more than over before in these 
nine teen ccn·cur1.os, books c.nd stories uro being c.ssocic.tod v·ith this 
jo ·�ul fcstivvL 

Of v.11 the stories about Christmas, perhaps tho most famous 

is ChP.rlei.. · ic:cons I classic, A Christmas Carol, This boo\c has boon 
ror..c •··ith incro,,_sin;; intorcst-oac::. year, It is no•·· so popular that 
its pcrfonnv.ncc ov0r tl10 rn.dio is o. pnrt of our Christmo.s tradition, 
and phonc t;;rt"',;phic recordings nrc noP offered for sclc, 1 ot so ,-;ell 
·mo ··n end p:.!rhnps a bit l�ss Christmas-SJ' but •··ell ···orth reading is
o.not:0cr book bv Dickens, !'no Life of our Lord, .Altn0u$ ,,rittcn for
'1is children in 1846-181-9, it ..-,a.s n0t roleas,)d for pu1'lication until
19'½, This is a lovely boo]c for u r;ift,

Elsc··•herc in t:1i.s issue is o. description of Christm.-,,s in 

Icolcnd by one , .. ho, until this !'Ol'.r, !10.s sp�nt all :1is Christmusos in 
t1nt quaint c0untry, .'ost .Americans �ml')··· very little t:10.t out-of-t:1e­
'7c.y i sl.:::.nd and its f 0l!cloro, A. fc,·, yof'.rs v.go, 1.o·"cver, thoro •·•as o. 
little book T)Ubl.is�1cd in this country •··:-iic:h doals intimat.::il;i,r ,·•ith 
Icolcr.d.ic l·i.fc ,'.nd customs, Tho boo':: is by G•.mn;,.r Gunnarson and 
onti tkc. '.!\le' G0od Sh,-rph.,rd, Though not spocifical.ly a religious bool:, 
it cc-nvoyfJ·-u el1�;··nv.nd pi0ty thc.t renders it a li ttlc gem, It tolls 
t:Ki stor:� of ::·.n :(�,�J.o.ndic shcphord ... -�10 each ycD.r o.t .Advent rondo t!1c 
a.rdu.c·us t-ro:t into tho nountv.inous hinterland to go.th,�r up tr.o sheop 
·.1:10 fr.iloc.l l') uccompuny the flocks do·::n into tho vo.lleys for th0 '.7intcr,
Ono cc.�not Nfruin fr�m drc.•:•in0 tho o.nalo:.:;y bet, .. ocn t:1is solf-so.crificing
st1cpl:cra. t.r!d the Chief s: cphcrd ..-,hoso birt:hday .. :c celebrate, 

V.D.ny of you arc doubtless frunilic.r d t11 t:hc novels und
stories of Joseph c. Lincoln ,,ho •·-rites about Cc.pc Cod, Some yonrs
o.,:;o :10 ;.>ublishcd a short novel o.bout this h0lidey season, It tolls
t:.10 story of y:ho.t happ�n:?d on succcssi vc Christmus0s to tr,o brothers
from Cl."'.po Cod, frrnn the time they \7Oro boys until they r;rc\"r up to 
be scv. c�ptc.i ns .:-nd mo.i..tors of ri vt.l ships, It is a story unusunl
in trco. tmon t of un Old t11cmc, pie turo squc in scenery and s tylo, o.nd
ospccic.ll;t timely o.t this sol.son of yov.r, 

It :1D.s b0on yonrs since a lit tlc book of poronnio.l populnri ty 
:ias uppc�rcd, but sov�ro.l hcncrction� of .Amoriccn children �nv�.b�cn 

t:1rillcd bi· the poi �no.nt r-rid tender ooauty of Kc.to Douglc.s ,figgin s 
stor;r of o." little girl •··hose s!iort life 'vegan c.nd ended 0n the birthday 



of our Saviour, Tho i3irds I Christmns Carol, It is the kind of story�hich children of any ubo can upprcci�to - and doJ 

.al though strictly spco.ldni; it is rce.lly a to.lo of tho Epiphcnvr':1't�1,;� tho.n th:' o� tl10 �To.tivity, Henry Van Dy��o 1 s Story of tho Other 
" 

11se l un must oo included in any account of Christmc.s literature, This
is o. fictiono.l st')ry of a fourth member of tho .fo,;i r;ho did not i;ot -
t0 occ"rr,)c.ny the three r:ho cruno offerin� gold, fran1cinconso and nyrrh 
to th� youn,; KinJ, Tho roe.sons ,:·hy ho did not go to offer r is -Hts 
')f jcvols typify tl ,:, spirit of self-less giving love that rrc a.ii try 
to cc.pturo r,t tl'.o o.nni vJrsary of the most precious of all gifts. 

Th<' fon0us Si-•odish novelist and •::inner nf the Fabel Prize for

li tcr£'turo, Sol�c, L:,.:.:orrnf, is tho author of v. collection of lo.,.onds 
')f tr..r l ifc 0f nur Lor , Bused in part upon npocryphD.l 11 toro.t�o, 
tL1osc lcccnds c.ro told ... ith such simplicity c.nd charm, that ... o a.re 
not unrcspnnsivc to their appeal, They express a devotional snirit 
:ind 1�1clrn inspirin-; rending not only c.t Christmas but all yoo.r round, 
Sucl� is the nv.turc of C:irist Lcr;encls, 

Ono of .(iss Ln:-;errnf I s stories is included in r.not::1or boo!.c 
of C��ristmf'.S o.ppcf'.L It is Mr,rgarot Tl'.rrc.nt I s Ci1ristmas Garlo.nd, Miss 
TarrP.nt is o.n artist of [.:Cnuino v.bili ty, l'.nd has put t!ic story of Christ­
mas into pictures, Acc0mpe,nyinG those ere selected C:i.ristmo.s r-ritings: 
stories, poetry o.nd lo�;cnds. All r.re fine end •··ell s0lcct0d, Another 
collection of Christ:nns stories is by the popular novelist Temple 
Bailey, 1"'he }:ollJL Hed,�c ,:,.nd Other c:1ristmas Stories, T:iose r:cre '7ritton 
for children, but tuvo muc� of u ��bic spell for more mature renders, 
A:pnC'.rcntl:1 tho Christmas theme is irrcsistLbl. e to mnnr nriters, for 
Lloyd C. DouglD.s, one of the most ,_.idcly read of D.11 con tomporury 
novelists ho.s usod this thomc in one of his O,'J.rlier books, Precious 
JJ�p0rd�r, This story has come out of the depression, but the trut:1s 
of Christian love and faith 1hich it expresses arc badly needed in 
t:icoo fc.ys of \W,r-timc prospori ty. 

Tho story is c,i simple one, tJ:is storJ' of a birth of a son to 
a vircin in u far O.TTUY land so lon& aco, but it is c. story unoqu..�llod 
in history for oi thcr its quiet bco.uty or its effect upon later rrritings. 
Co.non R,J, Ccmpbcll in his volume, Tho Christ�o.s Story, ho.s given us 
an ir1tcrostin6 survey. He tells hor: tho story bogan, ho,: it Pas first 
colcbrc,t.:.,d, ho·, it is colubrc.tcd in various pc.rts of the r•orld; he 
5ives us some modern stories of Christmas, soma nutivity plays and soma 
very fine Chris tm.'.ls carols o.nd verso, 

This is it. then, tho Christrno,s Story nnd Christmas stories, 
T:11s year l'.t;nin 00 sho.11 be rcl',dinr, those blessed. accounts from the 
pa:sos of our }Tm•· Tosturrvrnt. tJo shl'.11 be rec.din£ as roll, some of us, 
those other .,ritinf;s uhich hevc been inspired by it, Porh'.:'.p� �omo of 
us r:ill fool inspir0d ulso to t"!rito in prose or verso so�othrn5 of 
0ur or•n reactions to this simple te.lc. i3ut all of us join in o. fe:vont 
pro.yer thc.t the spirit of tho Christr.o.s St,,ry end of tho first Christrno.s 
s�o.11 dnoll in our o•·rn hccrts Md in tho hec.rts of o.11 Men, 

-oOo-
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(iotc: A recent arriv�l on our Cumpus, Pctur Sirur­
GO irs�on. ·,:10 in tho past fo,-; 'r70eks has cxporio�ccd 
his first tnsto of ..unorican lifo, is enrolled in tho 
E�:iladolphin Seminary for graduate study supplemont­
inG nis previous Pork at the University of Iceland 
ut Reykjavik. His father, tho Rt, Rev, Sigurgoir 
Sic�rdsson is Bis�op of Iceland and spiritual loader 
of that country's 140,000 Lutherans. a number thut 
represents o.lmost tho entire :Jopulntion of the isln.nd. 
7o arc plcnsen to publish Kr« Si,�rr,cirsson 1 s pictur­
esque account of Christmas in his homeland,) 

i7hilo you in ilmorica arc having lunch at noon on the d.e.y before 
c:1ri stmus. tho darkness 0f tho coming niiht has already descended upon 
Icolo.nd. tho.t island-fv.r from tho beaten trac�-si tu.atcd in the north 
�tll'.lltic close to the �retie Circle, Tho fast eppronehin� du�rnoss 
ushers in tho most hol�· ni6ht in that islend.. Tho people gather to 
rejoice in tho coMin; of tt0ir Lord Dlld Saviour, to receive the joyful 
mcssc.�o of Christmc.s Eve, 

T!1rough centuries the !.colo.ndcrs he.vo in thut spirit roccivcd 
t:10 comin:-; 0f Christrw.s. T:1rrmGh centuries, moreover, they ho.vo dr,ol t 
in their island. ana often stru;:�i;lod against hr.r<lship, Thero the destiny 
l')f the Icolo.ndic no.ti'ln ho.s boon fulfilled in tho ,-rostlc ..,ith tho 
porrorful forces 0f nature, But fo..ith in God ;-e,s their encouragomcnt, 
o.nd tr.e birth of Jvsus Christ t:1cir S"urco nf joy, 

Christmas in Icolnnd is, first 'lf ell, a f0stival of tho 
family o.nd tho homo, Thorof ore the days bof ')re Christrno.s nrc very 
bus�• ('Ines for the members l')f tho fllJllily. ospocio.lly the houscrtifo, 
Sho must co.ro for tho h�usokeoping s� tlw.t by ChristMns ovorythin1 is 
por:octly clcancd r Sho must attend to tho buyinb of Christmc.s pro­
visions vnd. tho prcpo.rv.tion of special c:irist�.s delico.cics. As in 
..\.nerico., sl") v.lso in Icclru1d. Christros is c. tino for purcoosinc o.11 
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mrumcr of thint;s, ospccially no';7 clot�1in'7 and furnishinr-s nn... I 1 d h . ,.,, C .LaUS ono finc.s in co o.n �� c some prc-Christmo.s sh0pping bustlec Gifts a.recarefully n.nd lov1n.;ly sclcct0d, Dnd. in tho rural sections th ,.. f . t , i 1 d b o s-- D.roo ton po.ins o..:.: n.c- y ma c y hand, :very s!lon ...... � st,...ro i • • 
-

, • • 
' • I' <,.ul', ., romo. ns opon till midni{_,ht up t() ti10 t ,l·mt�•-thircl cf Dcccmoor tl1-- d�y r,'10 , • , � ..... , ! n s,1op-

t) inc:; rco.c,1os its climax, On tho t,.·onty-f()urth of D"combor t�-· 1 f , 
' "' .40 s.1opsromc.in open unti our o 1 cl0cr.:; tho bo"-::-st"rcs fl'iurish •·•it':i 7' ... t · · t th Ch · t 1 • l.,r.,a actl v1 Y; c r1

1
s mas u�p cs app,w.r in tho st')ros, pr0bc:,J.y f-:>r tho

first time since t.10 previous Christm£'.s, 

At four o 1 clock t:10 church bolls bc3in to rinp;, tboir sound 
incUcv.tin.::; thD.t ChristmD.s 3lvo has c0mo, At six 0'cl0ck · tho bells rin'•'o.e;c.in, t:1is time to cell the p00pl0 to church to cclobrr.tc the birt�1-

0 

dc\v <'i tr.cir L0rd und Saviour, !every Christinn Sl"lul •··is!ics to partici­
pate in sin�ing jov0us prt'.iSv to tho Lord; nnd t:1erc is somotimos not 
roor.1 cn"U,sh frir all those v,:10 r-isn. to come, brin.::;ing thunks t o .Umig.1ty
God for His unspoolcablc .;ift. 

After tho se rvice tho fornily reassembles at home to enjoy

.:1. spociul Christmas dinner of soa.s0no.l dclo.ct'..cios; tho most popular 0f 
facsc is n co.rofully propl'.rod smol:cd. mutton, culled "hro1bi'::jlH, After 
foe mcv.l t�10 frunil? fcsti vi tics continuer T'nc docoro.tod c:1ristrrto.s 
tree is placed. in the con to r ')f ti10 room, und tho cundlo s arc ligh tod, 
T�o mc�bcrs of the frunily then nurch hD.nd in hD.nd a.round tho tree 
sin,:;ir:· C:1ristr.10.s hymns. F'lllM·inc this tho Cl:ristnn.s Gifts a.re 
0puno� l.'.Midst 3rco.t festivity, Sn tho evening cnntinuos; the frunily 
is s0rv,1cl ch"c'Jlato nnd c"ffoo ,·ith i:-.11 tho vnrioty of cnl"l],::ios !l.Ild 
po.s tri,� s the Chri stmo.s s:rns nn v.ff0rds, 

Chri stmas Da�, is als0 colcbrntod -·1th much spirit, Tho 
pc0plo mo.y o.ttona church 2.t cloven "'clnck in tho rn"rning l'lr tn, ,,r 
fi vo 0' cl'>ck in tho aftorno0n, Tho rest ')f tho do.y is spent in tho 
:1ome v.nd in visi tin,.; fri �nds v.nd rolo.ti vos, Soc'>nd Christmns Duy 
is cclcbro.tocl in Mucl1 th0 srno TTo.:,, On ".)r,t�1 those d�ys no �,()rk is 
d')nc except in co.sos of .:;rent urt;,)ncy-

Ico] nnd Is nn."' ro.di" sto.ti'm br')c.dcasts 0nly spocio.l Christ­
mo.s progrD.r1s durin · t!1,so ai:q•s c The sorvicos ,.,f fac Cr:urch n.ro co.rriocl 
by rnc.io to noc.rly ov--•ry h0r.10 t!1r0u�;�;.')Ut th.:i lroid, Incruo.sin.;lJ' 
popull.1..r is thu brc.ocl.cD.stin-; 0f c;1rist1"1ns mosnr.:,'.)s fr0T!', 0no part of 
Icolc.nd t0 .'.'110ther, Ariel of course t:1cro is l'.lsri the custom of sending
Christm�s curds, 

Tho Christm<'.s sec.sr,n lc.sts thirteen cl.v.:,s - de.rs of visi tint:: 
-,i t'h rcll'.ti vc s o.nd fri..mds, In t�oso visits tho :-:u,osts ,.,ftcn join with 
tho fvmily in the sin ;in� of Christmo.s hyrms .:).round th0 libhtod troo, 

Tho "':co.ther at Christr:1.as vc.rios greatly, but usually tho
mountc.ins l.'.no. lm··lnnds o..rc covor-Jd -i th snnu, Thon 0no ccn soc the
stu.rs t�--in!clin 3 in tho cloc.r sky, the moon shininb upon fields of 
snon, o.ncl. ab,..,vc the s)dos ro.dic..nt ,,ith quivorin� shafts of the nortL1orn
lij.1ts, Thero the t'.7cnty-third "f December socs but fi vo to six h-,�s 
of dc.,,li"ht __ less thv.n ony ,,thor day in tho yo:).'r, :But on succoss1vc
days t::c '"'11,;ht rom'.ins l :n_Jor - t!10 li:;ht of tho outer r,orld is b:o�-::i_n.;
throu�n int') Icelo.nd at the tine uhon tho people cclobreto tho com1ni df 

tho inner li;:;ht, t:10 c')min:; ,.,f Jesus Christ ':'iho hc.s tiivcn liGht to tho 
:100.rts and s0uls 1f rnon, 

oOo 
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This article is not 'l'fri tten to 

sh0..-• :·f'\u r,hy it sh0uld 
oo

 in tho Church, but t-
as!!: for a more intelli­

:;ont use 
rif the 

dram
a, 

J,e
�" re I try t0 justify my asserti-">n that the 

drurn
a is already ,1it:1 us, 

let us sec uhat the dram
a is , 

Th
e tru

e 0ram
a d0es n"t ta..�e place 0n sta6 c; it is f0und 

')Ut in the 
7'irld in the lives 

"f pe0ple, 
It is \'•hat pe

"'·ol0 thin
lc, 

ana. feel, 
an

d dn that ma:
w

s up the true dram
a, 

Tua.
t vre find ,;n the 

strv:c is an attomot t" ropr')duco the true dram
a 0f life, 

1.Th
cn this 

is c'lone ,·ith sensitivity and insi�ht the audience experiences individu­
o.11:• that \ h

ich they sec an
d hear, 

Psych0lo.;ists call this ·;>hcnomen
nn 

11et-i;x
.t1:y

, 11 
It is tho ;>r0jocti0n of 0nc Is orrn consciousness int'> an0tl'1er 

bc i•1t, 
':11ho 

success 0f an
? prcscnta.ti"n is measured by the def;ree to 

,·,-1id
2 this invisible b"nd between tho 

ac
t0r an

d 11is audience is nrescnt, 
'f:.1cro a drama is dnne ,,,i thout h0nest? and integrity, rrherc it is' poorly 

exocuted, 
V.'here empathy docs net exist -

true dram
a docs not exist, 

Th
e Service is the most obvious bit 

o
f
 dram

a in the Chu
rc�, 

s� lot us begin by exam
ining the Service, 

Th
o Service is a form

al 
ropr�sontation of tho combined religious cxporionccs of generations 
0f Christian

s. 
It should pr0vid0 an 0pportunity for tho individual 

,·,0rs;1ippor to fina. for himself a genuino religious exp
erience, 

In 
t:1is aram

a tho 
actors arc tho minister an

d others in tho congrogatirm, 
�

10 lines they a rc spoe]cin�; ,70ro . .,ritten by th o Christians of tho past, 

:To
on tho S.Jrvicc most nearly approaches the true dram

a it 
presents t�c livin{.; .J.Y..pcri cnc c of Christians in order that others ma.y 
:1ave 

tr.c sam
e ex"0ori0nce. 

In other ,··ords, 
empathy must exist bct,1oon 

t:10 r,orship-:1.:1r ano 
t'

1n c"mpf'\si to idealized Christian
 pcrsonali ty \7hich 

is ropros ontecl. in t':o Service, 
By

 ;>rojectinG himself into tho character
0f t':le ideal C1lristiM

 tl1O w0rshippcr shures tho commun
ion ,-1th God 

·i:ic:C: is the comm
on "1rivilebo of all c:1ristian

s. 
i-: o,·cvo

r, in the
ric· ost oxncricnce th0rv exists a. i.1i ·her or.'\pathy, 

T'nis empathy is
the pr('jecti0n of th o c"nsciousnos s ">f tho individunl ···orshippcr into
tho bci n;; of Goel. �1i mscl f, 

It is this urojection •-:iich must be the
,10a l of all \·1orshi p, 

Th
on true cram

o. is t�
-:inc; ·Jlacc, 

bocausp
 it is

no lcnber 
a

 ro?roscntati,;n, but the action 
o
f
 a livinG personality 

soo
1:in b ::is G0d,

�
10 Li ture;y

 is rncnninbl0ss un
less t:10 ·--0rshippor can feel,

ovon hco.r tho soft '"':iispcr '"lf the sandals o f tho
 disciples as they 

,.,al�� tho :lills of Galileo r i th their ?r.nstor, hoar tho firm
 ston of

?aul as ho stridos the hif;h•·•o."S of the :aoman "]rn
piro, 

hev.r the cc·1oin:;
blo .. ,s of Luther as hu nails his theses to tho d0"r rif the Co.stlo Churcl1.
:ro

 must 
:10ar tho ti meless mar c!1inG thunder l') f Ch ristian

s ovory-,:icrc, 
:1ce.r th<' roar of ti.1c cl')nflict o.round him, hear tJ10 trum

pet call t,., 
battle in t:10 mi.;ht y arm

:· of GodJ 

" 
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�t is u�nt the LiturGY must be - a commun�l uorship andstrengthening of faith, �ersonal meditation is best done in one's o�m ;l�
se�, 

d 
Th�

1 
Scrv

t
ico 

f
1.s tho comnru.ni ty expression of this triumphalmarc11 o o c .l!.i omen s o the Service ,;•hich do not contribute to thisCX?ression o.re no .:ood, Even thoUf;h they may have been used by cverypopo from Peter to Pius XII in �is personal devotions-on Christmas "Tivc, they aro still no good, Sermons •7hich arc othor-r1orldly and ofno o.:.rthl;;• good to ordin<'.r�• hurnuns, hair-splitting discourses on thofiner hairs of doctrine, or strin5s of pious generalities and bene­

volent pll'.ti tudos l1uve no -pl.:.ce in this Service. ·.10 mlgJ-.t have sabotage
trials for pastors and organists nho mutilate tho S.:irvice and hinder 
this m�rch of faith, 

T,-.o illustrD..tions ··ill suffice, though there arc more, 
Some •··ill doubtles!J occur to you as you road. Item one is the ,r:m DEUM, 
l1o me the TE T)EU'' is todiurn. It is too long. It begins to build 
to•·:ard a climax as the ....-,holo Church praises its God: 

11 Ecavcn and earth arc full of the Majesty of Thy Glory, 
Tho glorious company of tho Apostles praise Thoe, 

Tho goodly fello, .. ship of the Prophets praise Theo 
Tho noble army of Martyrs praise Thoe, 

'!1::c hol._ Church throughout all the 70rld doth acknowledge Theo, 
Thou art the Iring of Glory, 0 Christ, 11 

Tl1on it co11apscs, and finally, after further aimless mi.ndoring, it 
dies, , , 

11 Vouchso.fo, 0 Lord, to keep us this dny trithout sin, 
0 Lord, in Thoe ho.vo I trusted, lot mo never be confounded. 11 

'Ji th it dies the spirit of ,·orship ,··ithin tho heart of tho hearer, Unless 
you arc a supor-osthetc or unless your mind docs not stick too closely 
to the service, you htwe al road!' experienced this loss ·--hon the T!i1 DEUM 
is used, and I need not cxpe�d my point further, 

The second item is the more important since it is part of 
tho Order for Public C onfossion and is, therefore, more often before 
our people. The last paragraph deals •"ith the retention of sins for 
tl10s0 r:ho receive tho sacrament un•·,orthily, Ono of our professors has 
characterized this as being psrchologically ,1rong. I say it is a 
dramatic faux pus. T':lc Absolution builds to a beautiful cli�ax at 
\7hich point the v,roshippcr should fool tho assurunco of forgiveness 
flooding through his boine, 

11 .Almighty God, our Hcavonl;y Father ho.th had morcy upon 
us, and for the sake of tho sufferings, deD.th and resur­
rection of Eis dce.r Son Jesus Christ, Our Lord, forgiveth
us all our sins. As a �inistor of the Church of Christ, 
and by His authority I therefore declare unto you� , , 
the full forgiveness of all your sins, 11 

That for�ivcnoss is certain and absolute, a firm foundation 
on \'l!-:ich to build a no\7 life, Then along comes this nagging li ttlc 
vo i co r-:li ch says, 11 Aro you suro? 11 

of an old
until his

This anti-climactic ending 1s 
stage device of tno theatre, 
ego is at tho bursting point, 

tho ecclesiastical equivalent 
Tho corned? lead is buHd up 
then a straight mon deflates 

( 



him r1i th ono neatly turnod lino. Our old friend \7111 Shakospc d it �ith tolling effect on Falstaff, It is o.luays a sure firo �r:n�sc 

·· f ,,__ a"&. on sto.gc, i.o .. ovcr, or tuut very rco.son, I feel that it should have nouo.rt in tho .Absolution, The •··orshippor should leave '171 th every 
assurance of forgiveness that the Church and the ·.7ord of God can give him,

In brief, tho modern ml'll comes to the Church soukin� poace 
of mind. He cannot find it in endless repetitions of that dr;ary 
formulo,, "Thero is n0thing to fear; there is no dnngor; God's in His 
hOt'-VCn; o.11 1 s rig..h.t -...i th the -.orld • 11 The modern man kno1,;s that there 
nro dnngors; fcc.r is ver: real to him, 71hnt man nants is tho constant 
assurance that his sources of strength a.re sufficient to moot all 
triD.ls. "to haZD,rd looks big r,hen :vou kno•1 that you can conquer it. 
This �ssuro.nco comes best as a genuine religious oxporioncc , That 
Jxporicnc0 is prompted ··•hen the groat truths of tho Gospel and the 
�rout tro.di tions of the Church arc presented in tho manner most li'cely 
to brce.k throueh the shell of indiffcl rencc and habit, This presentation 
must be dro.rnatically correct. Tho ,.;orshipper soon becomes keenly 
m-,c.rc of Dll? clements in his formv.l 1·:orship TTtlich arc artificial and 
totally unrolv.tod to his cxpcrionco in the true drama - life, 

Do I scorn to spook too little of drama in tho Church o.nd 
too much of , .. orship? That is because idcall? tncy arc indistinguish­
ublo. If TTOrship seems dramatic, it is artificial, The true drama is 
as effortless and unnoticed as breathing, because breathing is a part 
of living. Let us no\7 look o. t some uses of the dramt1 in tho Church 
rr:1ich arc more obviously pure reprcscnte.tion, I shall arbitrarily 
designate the tv:o divisions of this field as (1) educational primarily 
and (2) primarily entertainment, 

I class us primarily educational all pageants, plays, skits, 
ta.oleo.us, pru1tomimes, and the like·.- and their combinations '17hich arc 
used for C�ristmas, Easter, Reformation, and other festivals • .Also 
in t�is class arc presentations designed to present information about 
tho co.uses of tho Church - Foreign lf.issions, Dcaconncss i7ork, Social 
Ussions, Stewardship, Parish Education. 

Dramatic presentations ma!' also be used to teach the lives 
of tho great lo�dcrs of tho Church such as Poter, Paul, Luther , tho 
�roet missionarr loaders - Heyer, Schr,ci tzor, Livingstone. They can
s;1or, tho life and struf,elos of tho early church in .America and its 
leader Muhlenberg, All t}1cso can be presented so that our people 
can go.in an apureciution of their Christian heritage, More importantlyt
they can be proscntcd fn a manner '\7hich '::'ill arouse o. desire to emulate 
the Pork and ideals of t'hcso heroes of the Church. 

Tho �rcat teachings of Jesus like trust in God, love of 
fcllov•-man cru1 '..) roo.dilJ' be taug11t as pc.rt of any of the presentations 
listed above. Drumaticallr you co.n teach reverence in church, the 
value and technique ef fomily ,7orship, or even tho mori ts of a. mooting 
cono.uctod in a correct and orderly fashion, This docs not exhaust tho 
list • .Anything you �ant to toacn can bo taught best through a dromatic 
presentation of the fo.cts, The dromntic pro�ontation is best b�ca�sc 

it teaches through suggestion, rather than direct command. It is oest 

' . 



because it pre son ts tho matorinl through both eye and ear to tho 
audience: the actors learn through personal action, too, It is best because it offers tno best opportunity for transfer since it presentsmaterial in life-related sitUJltions, 

That lis� of .;opics looks liko a lo.rgc order for any church. 
icll, frnnkly, it 1s, !O church can start with so ambitious a progrnm. 
��r,cve:, ::xny minister \i�O is ·rilling to invest n little timo and thought 
•.nll find that n drama. he progrom oxpand.s ver�, rapidly when once it 
hag been started, As pro�ress is mr�o, less and less effort is rcouired 
as the whole group acquires trv.ining nnd skill, If tho progrrun is"' 
not confined to any one ago group the uhole congregation nill become
production-minded, 1rom this point on you �ill find that parts a.re 
lev.rned quickly a.nd fewer rchenrsnls ure needed, 

Man; churches h�vo used <lramatic productions as entertain­
ment for various functions durin3 tho church year. Moro of this can 
o.nd should be done. DrM1atic presentations pay largo dividends in
add.ition to the entertainment provided. First, dramntic "70rk can 
utilize lc.rgo groups of persons of varying skills and varying abilities, 
i:1 [.l.cicli tion to tho smo.11 group of II old fai thfuls11 found everywhere, 
Soco�cl, the participants arc vividly shoTTn the v�lue of cooperation 
since a presento.tion cannot rest on the shoulders of one or a feu men, 
but is dependent on every person in the group, Third, young people 
in purticulnr gain poise and confidence from this typo of r,ork, They 
roD.cl.il? pick up tho techniques of graceful living from their contact 
·,i th tho maturer porsonali tics of the plaYi:·right and tho director, 
Fourth, us one of tho most cultured mon in any community. tho pastor 
ma,Y use dramatics in its purely entertainment capacity as a means of 
teaching appreciation of fine li tora.turo and. oven fine music, The 
only effective nuy to discourage cheap literature, cheap shows, and 
c�oap movies is by creating a demand for tho best, 

Material for those productions oi::,mos from several sources, 
Tno first is, of cours1•, t�o commercial publishing houses nnd our O\',n

Publication Eousc in pnrticulur, In addition muny organizations and 
s�cci�l �roups arc 1illing to furnish materials for prosontationsc 
T'1c lo.st source is tho most fruitful and most dangerous, Your people 
r0prcsent a most abundl'.nt treasure of material. Presentations TThich 
:;rem out of their orm li VOS o.nd oxporicnccs o.ro bound to be tho most 
offocti vo. Somo mo.tcrial TTill come from people in your congrogation 
TT�10 hl'.ve tho desire and tho ability to i7Ti te, Somo '.1ill come through 
tho 11 pc.rticipo.tion" method, Hore tho group lender Joo.vcs tho atmosphere 
and sots tho si tua.tion. Tho members of tho group then ,-,ork through 
t'ho situation using their oun actions a.ncl speech. Tho rosul� after 
polishinJ is tho play, or po.goa.nt, or 1hat ever you arc �·•orking on. 
T:1is v.rticle is too short to develop this method fully, but several 
100a boolrn have been y1ri ttcn on tho subject, This method is dan?°rous
bJco.uso tho first fc\7 trials may not be of tno bost, c.nd mediocrity 
is to be avoided at o.11 costs. Bettor try out the first onos on small
groups, 

Lo ders for this typo of i70rk must of course be provided, 
You e.re the :v.turD.l choice to begin a. progrv.m if �·ou ho.vc o.ny sldl! 
or inclinution u.lonc this line, Otho rs in tho congrogo.tion uill bv 

, 
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;.ntc�cs�C'd_ und [',blc. , Local school toach()rs o.ro ofto:r. 7illing t') assist 
_ �0 OC{;lnn1nf� is tho �:.'.rdost. A.ft0r a \"'l'i 10 nnturnl 1 d - i 

• 
·11 d l It ·1 

·· · <• '-' GU ors n dramatics 
':'ll eve op, •n 1 u: -�• ;·ou tn ·:,,op close o.ttenti t , 
t"u·.-·t In t'"'" ' . d � 1 1 

on o w.1at is being 
... , I •• ' •• v .10 .. 1 s 01 ():! �)D..dcrs t'-.' .,.:i,,cnt1' 1 1 • 

" , ' l.\.i ,.1.•v. u. 0na voa S may drift c1ms1ocrablt, Your job is to start tb1 ball rollins• then ,.. 
t:1J su.pp" rt :• m.· can , 

''" · e1 vc it all 

To 'l')lY:1J1.1.re ··oursol:f for sucl-. n nro·-r·J11 •·s I '°'LV" ti·"' d 
r1:�r

1 ell O f" .:3 1 
� �- ... V f.'U l •. � ... 

, . :· u ?"-;-, J n1.•. on t .0 su"ojcct, ·:•ri t, t0 :r.,rn ,-,:,0 �.r) a ,:,in�- s,:,:.,__ 
t 'l''. '1n.,,..�· t·,1·,. 1 · ' . 

I.;, "''"" .• ..
.. 

• ,,. , . . -· 1no, 0XCt1lm "() 1do" s ···i tl· your f" l lor• . t J{ 1 
·f t· ..., .. -r, " . ,. <-> ..., ' • l_; .. p ... ,s "rs, ... uc lo_ .. . .. ,rr1. ion 1us1, co•nc from :,our o·,n intuitior. since it doos not c· l" · · ,.  v,t on o--- p ' 

• � , . .., .. ,, ,.�or, erno:ps •.10 cc.n s0modair :1--.vc a conf"r"nc0 or sy.:o< 1.c::...L e:�chan:.,;0 or comrd tto0 to 'holp �·ou, St.:.l.rt l-y tria� �nd 3r:..•')1': ?t, rt· 1t1: t•. ton minuto C!1ristmas p.1._·o:.1r..t, st:,rt ., .. itll c. 0.,10

:lol 1t., O'..lc.[,-.)t, r.tn.rt m,y old ··,o.y - but START! 

-oOo-

THE :'I:"ISTE:rt AS A CR'.J�TIVE ARTIST 

Fer, ministers recognize the affinity \'lhich exists between their 
worlr: and that of the dramatic director or of any creative artist, The 
same �ualities found in the able pastor must be found in the able director, 
1ac:1 must possess in a 'iigh degree the s�rmpathotic understanding of 
people 1·(1ich ,1e call empathy, It is only as the pastor can project 
himself into the consciousness of tho person \'Tho comes seeking his advice 
thi'..t :.o can undorstan t:1e fundamontal needs and motivations which drive 
men and. r,omon, It is only in so f:.,..,r as the director possesses a similar 

uno.erstanding of his cl':.aractors ano. ilis audience that ho can produc0 honest 
and acceptable drama. 

Tho more ability to understand people is not onou�h, ho,1ovor. 
3ot:. the minister and tho director must desire to understand, J'.ach needs 
t:1at docp-rootca., whole-hearted, thoroulh-6oin� interest and concern for 
his follonmo.n which we commonly call 11 lovo of noi:;hbor, 11 

An invaluable attribute of both is richness of imagination, 
J'..10!! o. ch.s.ractcr and a situation livo in the mind of tho diroctor, t:1oy 
can li vc in tho eye of tho audicnco, From tho c-:>ld, i!ry script tho direc­
tor rrust produce reality, From the pagos of tho Bible the ministor must 
producc tho living raality of God, He must mako tho narrative and t0ach­
in�s of the Bible so vivid in tho hearts and minds of his people that 
Christ rdll becom0 a living presence v,ith TThon they can TTalk and tal)-:,

In cor1r1on •··i t:1 all croati vo artists the pastor and the director
nust oo intcgratod personali tics, There is no room on stage or in tho 
churcr. for leo.dors r!hos.J li vcs lacli: purpose or direction, A navorinJ 
100.der ,-.111 produce navoring results , .. hother they bo Christian lives or
drrunatic productions, Tho life \7ith a. pattern, tho life tha.t is centered
on o. high ideal, t:"le life \7hich bends all before its high calling-that 
is tno creative lifo, 

oOo 
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Some chilly wintry evening when you 
a.re not plagued v•i th a meeting to attend 
or a sermon to vrri te, get settled in a 
comfortable chair and learn something 
and be amused at the same ti.me, For the 
boo1c that �1ou are to read is H, L. ¥.en­
cken' s book, T1-".'.E .AJ,�rtIC.A!-T LA.rGUAGE, It 
is not a ner, boo1

t, but the library has 
recently o.cq_ui red it, and so we are in­
cluding it this month ,,ith some other 
accessi0ns. It is a perfect gem of in­
formation, and the delightful style in 
·1hich it is 11ri tten m�ces it most enter­
tninin?;, This reader feels that every
student of Pennsylvania-German extrac­
tion •-,ill thorouehly appreciate the
chapter on that language, And every
student and recent alumnus who lmor,s
Professor Sn�dor I s fooli11gs on the sub­
ject of cddrossing pastors as •:aovcrond'
s,iould tnl-e a good loo!t at pages 279-83]

Tho follorrin6 quoto.tion from pace 280 is 
a sam�lc: 

Call me Brother, if you vrill; 
Call mo Parson - bettor still, 
Of if, ;)Crc:i1ancc, tho Co.tholic frill 
Doth "our heart ,-,i th longine; fill-­
Thoug.: plain Mister fills the bill, 
Then oven Father brin6s no chill 
Of hurt or rancor or ill-··ilL 

To no D,D, do I pretend, 
Thoug..� Doctor doth some honor l0nd, 
Preacl1cr, Pastor, Rector, Friend, 
Titles almost Mithout end 
?ever grate and nc 1 er offend; 
A lovin6 car to all I bond, 
But :1.ori tho man my heart doth rend, 
Who blithely co.11s me Rovcrond1 

oOo 

But to louvo America for �ngland, I 
should lj>c to dru'\1 to y0ur attention
once ainin to a recent book by ono of
the lending preachers of that country,
I.oslic ·.1cathcrhcadl s U! �UEST OF A KING-

D��. This li ttlc book nhich has been so 
popular ucll deserves the large sale it 
has had, It is but a simple intorprota­
tion of the Gospel of our Lord--thc Good 
NOTIS of the Kingdom of Heaven. This may 
sound li-o stale stuff to many of us,but 
the presentation is r,arm, vital, timely 
and tirr.Jlcss as the Gospel itself. 

Ano her nor, book on an old, old sub­
ject ls the book on homiletics by Hal­
ford J. Luccoclc, professor of that field 
at Yale, It is one of the bost books on 
that subject that this reader :1as come 
across, Tho title is indicative of the 
contents: IN THE MU1ISTER 1 S WORKSHOP, 
t�uch of the nork of an avcra;o pastor is 
preaching; this book r,ill be genuinely 
helpful to most of them, But this is no 
dry and technical ,ork! Jvcn a layman 
could not help enjoying many of the chap­
ters, Dr. Luccoc� has a flair for writ­
ing things in an interesting and eye­
arresting manner ,•ithout becoming overly 
sonsationaL It is r1rittcn ,·rith sparkle 
and Pit that any of us could envy. The 
rvador is b0und to compare it \7i th l?aul 
Scherer' s FOR \7E HAVE THIS TREASURE,J.a.e­
qua.tc compuris0n is impossiblc;the books 
arc quite different, They supplement 
on,1 another, and all of us should read 
both of them, 

Anotl1,)r recent nddi tion to our fine 
Krauth Librnrt is the splendid book od­
i tcd b;· George 'E', Thomas and . entitled 
TE:2 VITALITY 01 THE CHRISTIAN TRADITION, 
.Adoquatel:,- to describe or accurately to 
cutalof;Ue this book uould be difficult, 
It is a coll0ction of treatises of a ra­
ther non-technical nature by exports in 
tho various dcpurtmcnts of Christianity. 
It r1as written in tho boli.'.)f t::at our 
.Amoricnn life nas neglected far too much 
the Christian tradition: its art, liter­
ature, education and philosophy, a.swell 
as its business and politics. lJ'nilo this 
book �as intended primarily for the gen­
eral reader, it forms a good introduc­
tion to tho study of theology in all its 
branches, 

P:OJ'ITAJ3IE FO:: :-.EADP"G . 
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MATRICULATIOr SERVICE 

:)' r , ,} � ·:r�u� 0f thir�_
Y-"nO Cf'nc'.iclD.tCS •;·cro mc.triculv.tor in tho

.1. 11il,.c.clp •. 1 .... S�ninc.r-r en .. ccln-::sc10y Docon''or 13 19'•1 d tl , 
• 

� • • • , , , , ·.1:·.i:, o.n 1oro.:,"1cl.:u ttcd c.s �tuc'.ents '>f thol"llo---y in t:1is instituti0n v.ncl. ,·,clc')n.3d�i:l t0 tte Sorn nt'.r:y C'>r.ir.nm i ty, 

�kc-1rrin : to the -;1rc.cticc l)f tl-:.is sch"l"ll, T'!l'.triculo.tion
c'> �s rftc-r the stu·lcnt Is first son�stor l"lf nc�•.ccnic .--0r�c in t!'lo
s-.,..,111"!'11 Th' "'er·,i O l. • 
• " , <- � ,  , '-' " c , f'\• .. ov0r, 1s Il')t o. r.1cn1 l'.cp.donic roco ·ni tion · 
in r t1--.c"�(') •ic-'.1..1 scnino.ry it o.ssumcs tho �ri.rlrn of c.n o.ct 0f -pors0no.i 
c')nnecrch'"'n r.ncJ u spiri tuo.l b'>nd thD.t is r.ffirmcr!. t:1r"'u--h the ·Jr0r:1iso 
un,' -pr"fc ssinn of tho co.ndidl'.te, T}10 nntriculr.ti"'n service fin�s its 
scttiPJ: in C'.. service nf •-orship, l�utins, for ,··hich n.p:)r"lpric:-.to .2so.l"'ls, 
1:1ynns, lcssC'ns c.nd ;)ro.yers uro provir.cd, 

It is r•cll f0r all ,;•ho f0rm tho Sominerv Cor.nnunit? t0 rcvic -. 

from tj-•e to time tho "), ror.iiscs mo.do in the Sorv1·c·c· f ' t · 1 t· "l ... u r1 cu (". 1 '>n: 
11 tc ��c fed thful in the c'lischr.r ;c "lf J'0ur duties , , , t0 �ivc 
;v"u.rscl f  dili_:cntl:r to t'ho re--ull'..r rec.cl.in· rf t�10 :r:oly Scrip­
tures P.nr'l to y0ur c.p"'?0int0d studios; t" s00·: G1d 1 s Tl'CO nncl 
::U.ir.�'ncc in clo.il�r rn:•or r.nd in t!'lo rvvorcnt nnd d0v' ut roce·1-
tirm f)f the :·')1�.' C"'mnuni')n , , , t0 �.CY.1or·.n yourself •··i th such 
cro.vi ty, inclustry nnd S"'bcrness "f life c.nd c1nvorsl'.ti'>n as 
l::cc"meth 0no ,;-•h" is sc,)1:in•: t0 be v.<lmittocl in rue tir.1,) to the 
sc.crccl. Ministry ,.,f C'.1rist I s Churc:1, 11 

lotc··'n·thy in t:':.,, Service r·c.s r. ')riof £>.dr1 rcss t0 tho studonts 
by the ?resident-11..:ct. Dr, :i?c.ul J, ::011, in ···�ic:1 he s0u ·ht t0 intcr�)rot 
tho spirit <'f tho 1("lunt .ni.r�r Sominc.r�,, In c. for: m0l"!cnts Dr, :!0h s0t 
f::,rt:: in lcn ur.:;c ns luci.cl c.s it ·.--�.s ins;)irin-; four idods the S0:ain�ry 
soo.rn to develop, r.:i s"1'"�'",' ,:-�� t:n c.1::v.r0n0ss ,-,f tho ?rcscncc "If Goe. -:m 
t:io :;)c.rt "f r.11 ···:1') t,): c:: �nc 10,.rn, r·"r1

:: r.nd stuc'.y on our cc.mpus -
t:10 presence of Goel, prc.ctic,)cl, c.s it ·--,�rv: inc. vc.ri.oty of v·D:;;1s, in 
services 0f · nrshi,� in ..::x;)rcssio:1S of -;?Crs�nc.1 cJc,·"ti":;:i., in dc.ily holy­
fulnc::,s to ')thors, ::, s·1)0

1
{:0 �f l' • .i:-r.ssi0n f'lr Trut:1 --- r. frcod,.,m f::,r 

inquiry Md stuc:y in r..11 t:10 fi0l6s ,,f t>c"l ... ,·�,- ')i-...licl'.11 hist0ricul,
pro.cticc.l. li tur,�icc.l; .:.nd l'.11 in thc.t qll.cst f•,r the rcccmpti vo truth 
·1l1ic.1 centers in the G')spul "f <'Ur 10rc! J0sus l!ilrist, He sp -iko 0-;: o. 
Spirit of Fino :Jcl lo·:·shlp thr.t cm.sos the co.uses ')f di visi'ln, ,,hothcr
:lifforenecs r,f pcrs0nditY, 0f crillot ;o tro.inin,·, l)f nr.ti'mo.lity or ro.co,
Anc'I. finv.11:y 

I 
c. f"lurth i<loc.l "f tr.a ScMinr.ry ho interpreted us tho culti­

vation �f Gonuin� ;b')lcs�ncnoss, of c"ncuct, "f �ttitudc, nll 0f 0n0:s 
life c.s it is li v�r1 "Il this crn11us, It is e nholos0ncncss th�t includes
the l:-00.y tn·;ct:1cr .-•ith "lno 1 s r•'!'lnlo s".lirituc.l ··•cll-bcin:-·, 

Tho y0un · Mon mc,triculetcd in this service c0mo froM_ t·1olvc
stv.tos l'nr. ure c.lur,ni "f eleven difforont c'lllcc:os and univorsitios, 
T!1cir nv.Mes, t.s roe.cl by tho Sccrotr.ry of tho Fc.culty, f01lorr: 

... 
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? A.UL GERI-:;JID aL�TI 
FREDEP.ICK 1-:Er�Y �RTELT 
FLOYT) FR'BDERIC?: JUCa:otz 
ROJ]::tT J.:.?�S GOESER 
E ... TT!:E·,-; JO!:!-? XEcl�STES 
C.'.i.?.L "'i !Sl':..:R ·.7EJER 

COi.-:a,:.n LUTi:3R '.";ERGE�TDOFZ' 
7;..ruIB!- LUT: :J::a :-3I:SJ�R 
i:a:3DEnICIC c::.i:\LES �00S 
:tOJERT E.;..RL ::O::U"3/..:..:r:T

7ILrRF.D /.;i.RTir ::UT:: 

RICI-:.A.RD GLE11T770RT:! :!OFF:URT 
7D".7.,JID 03.�itF0LTZE:l LUIG�TS, JR, 
c:.itL :r0:.:r--n1G 1�;.u, Jl, 
? ..-�UL co;.1n,.J) :a:; rsc::
Jo::i 3D7.,.nD :ao:�'1'..ua.rr 

=��-�.-i: .. ·7rLLI;J� sc·rt·JrFFZR, Jr., 
:!!J3IC ::.i.LFD..J, .. srm· .. -..:a 
GEOrtG:3 MOR::.rs srIT:-:, .n.

T::JODOiB RUDOk""':: c; .. s� .. �

?::ILL!? .nRDUS F�T:�IM 
:1o�L.fil) En···�nn rm·K

D'):-,JE !:...:a.VEY :�IST 
T::.:ODORE C;1.-"2L :iERRU..D.,fiT 

E1r: .. ..ill) ;!J.R�I�•GTO�• ·:I"9DIG2JR 
GEORGE ;�OTT J,�ss

EDG .. ..:t }(;�UYEY COOi:'�R 
DOF,:..LD ·.-;,.:artE}• ::])R-
E::i.RL ED".7�J..l) XOI':::�;."::.... \GR 
C.,,.JL EMIL LEITZIC3 
JOEl-T ·,7!-:ITFO:rtD ?F.�:U2 

DI?J:CTOnY OF l1E'ii STU')ErTS 

"'3:nr'1lln,J in th.-, Sordnc.riJ 1r/'\vor:1'�or, 1 9 •l: 4 
* SccC'nr1 Yco.r (!'i1r:1.lcr)
1/r Javy V-12 i'r0;-:rcr.1

ao:m:;T !1�!-1:RY .rG.TOLD (°.7£'..r:ncr C0llc,.;c) 3 Griffin Court, L:-nbr"o!-:, Ll')nf; Islv.nd, 
1.Y, St, Jo:1n1s C!mrch, t!'.l.0 :R,w. C,S,Kicr1w·:r.ard,past0r, ULC.n., i'Tc ·.-, York Synod.

ffeT:�Or! .... �S 7', 3.n!(].::t (::"?.:'.l'l•·in ";a.llncc C"llu:�o) :-:nx 59, Y"un.-_-·ood, �a, St.Luke's 
C�1urch, tr..o 3.ov. !rc.rvoy Y. ::rb,)c.st0r, ULC.,,., ?ittsi)ur:··l1 Syno-:1., 

"'3-]0:UGE l'OTT 3..:,.ss ( SusG,uuh£:nnc. Uni vc rs i ty; Got tys"vur. � S...ininury) 193-1 :�. Po.rk
.Avo,, Fhildcl·1hic. 32, 7"·' St. 11.'.ul's Churc::,t:�.J R0v. l',rt,Gortner,pustor. 
ULCa, Ccntrc.l ?cnn. S�,rn0r., 

no:-�'J.D :F, :..:..UTZ (:7c. :nor C0llc<o ;Jnhns ::,.,p1dns r.ni:l. G..1orr;c Jv.shin-:trm Univ,)
306 I-crks'hir0 ; ... vc,, luffolr.,:-, Y, K,rnsin;:ton Churc:1, the :Rov,Cv.rl B. ?rater,
')o.st"r, ULC,,..,, :Tur, Y0r1

-:: Syn-id, 

•�DGAR r, COOP�:i (Lcn'lir ahync CC'llc,:c; S<:-iuthorn Sm'linary) t!:202 Ha.in St.,

Colurribiu,S,C, ��oncz0r Churcn, tho :Rev. C,S,Fritz,pnst0r, ULCA, S'l,Co.r.Synod.

JO�·:Y .b.UGUST DIZTTEaLE (��uhlunbcrr; Colk -;o) �. :), 5,Dr.nvillc, Pa. Trinity Church

t�10 Rev.:--. ',7,Krcpf, po.st'1r, ULC,�, Ministcriun of ?c, 

,}U:�:j:"J::T}: LUT:!.ill":: E:� (1ustnvus Adr,lphus C01lo,;c) S"Jaos'ourr-, In, Evo.nr;,Lutl:,

Churc!�, the Rov.�.C.Tinbcr,;,po.st�r. �u-�ustllllO. Synl'lr1., 
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fFaA.:'iKLI::- CARL ·�GLUND (St, Oln.f Collcce;Univ, of Dabu�ue) 915 C::illo,,,.e Ave, ".) d. ·-· f "inn St - ul I Ch h tl ".) R . .,, ' .1.0 \,ln ·,,. , ' ra s urc ' 10 nOVc .3,Reod,pa.st<.'r,ULC.A 1iort:1\"1CSt Synod,

G?:mo:- rD:1.:UlD �!O::L (7�:1o: C"llo �0) 11::3 i1p,snin.:;ton St. ,F')u-;l'lkoopsie ,x, Y,
First Church, t:10 -:lovrf:., .7,Z,Ku�lor,po.st">r, utC.,'.i,, �Jer York Synod,

JA:IBS Gi.:SGG :!OR:"' (Cornrll Univ,) 200 ·.1. Sodt;r·ic1
.:: St, ,Philo.delphia 19, ?a.,

Lut�: • .h.ssoc, ,C0rnoll, tho Rov,J0hn i:I.SardOEV>n,past,r, ULC.A, No;-, Yori<: Synod •

.AI.�OLt riIBDE:arc:c TCLL::JR, JR, (I�omiltl')n College) 21 Irvin;; Plv,cc,Utica, :i.Y c 

nodoomcr Church,tho 1ov,ii.,F,Z:ollcr,po.st'>r, ULC.A, Non York Synod, 

*CARL E1 'IL LEITZXE (..-,UP;;Ustnno. C0llegc ;.Au,:-�usta.na Somino.ry) 820 Spai$ht St,,
'fo.dison,\"isc, Contro.l Churc::,tho Rov.:::nton 3, Anderson,po.stor, .Au;ustanr.. Synod,

JO:::T V::ST:i:R ?3TE:lS (.Al bri ·ht Colle :o) 2331 N. 6th St, ,Phile,dolphio. 33,?u,
St, :r.icb .. cl I s Churc:1, tho ;t:)V, Gunther J, Stippich, pus tor, ULC:i., Mini st. of Fa,

f3.0IIi.T GUST.AVE ?�'.i13lrtSEi. (Upsula Collo;�o) 174 Chandler .Ave,, Staten Islo.nd, 
N, Y. \"lc.sr-. Luthe c:mrc .. , tho Rev, C,?:,Cc.rlson, pe.stor, .Aucustann Synod. 

*-!f,Jo·•:.i '{TITFOP.D PF.A:�U::a (Gcttysour,.� C0llci;C ;Go ttys bur:; Seminary) 101 i3ov.c�1ly 
St,, /c�rcrsdo.lo, Po.. Zinn C:iurcr,, the :acv. R,!! ,!)un!,:lo'.:>cr{.:er, pnst,,r, ULCA, 
C0ntrcl ?onn, Syn0a, 

�-�·-:y :'1..UL SC 'A"'.:�r.1 (CP.rttn�o Cr.lk �e) l..:'.ri'm, O:ii", .:..sccnsi'>n Church 
(•it,�·�ir?, ?hile.dclnhin), tho ::tcY, Gust�v 1:uf, Pt'.St"r, ULC.:.., i�inistoriurn, 

?":lTt.B SIGtDG::llIRSSO}; (Uni vorsi ty of Icoll'lld, :acykjavi1c) Oldu-;v.tn 14, 
1oi:.icvi}'", Thoc P�irkjv. Islv.nds (Tho }ieti'>n:>.l Church of Iceland, Luthoro.n) 
Tho �:c.v c Jjc..rni Jnnss0n, Vico-Jishop o.nd !rri-1ril� ::0.11 ·;rimsson, Do.'.)Jl, 
L?cr.l c.r,�rcss: Grr..c�uuto �!ell, 30 E. G1mcn .Ave,, ?hib .. dclphio.. 19, ?a. 

TUJ.OLD :o::.---::-T STQt,jT o�u}1lenb0r": C"lllO �o) 738 Mo.in St •• �:cllorto·;-n, ?o., 
C�1rist Church, tho Jov, J;yron R, Sto.uffcr,pust0r, ULC.:i.,t'inisterium ')f ?e .• 

)T0::!YI:T�- �3lSY STMCTC], ,r:a, (Gcttysburr� C01logo) 2t01 710.shin-�t"'n St., 
7ilmin ·t"n, Dcluu:.:i,ro, St, Stephen's C!1Urch, tho Rev. ·,7illim El1:Jcrt, 
·)o.stnr, UlCA, ?�inistoriurn rf Pu,


