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Within a few months some important cha.�ges will have occurred on 
tae Seminary campus. The Senioro will have been graduated and ordained, 
and will rii.we bat.'11Il their ministry. The .�iddlers and Juniors, instead of 
puckin5 up for a Summer vacation, will have r�turned to the campus �ain, 
after a briP:f recess, to resume their "'ork under tho ne1" accelerated pro
gram, 1''01· all of us. no matter v,hat our class, these coming montb.s will 
tJ.rn our th0u�hts more frequently to the present state of tho vrorld. 

So far in this war we have led relatively sheltered lives. Our 
contacts vrith it have bePn lar5ely vicarious and theoretical. :3u.t this 
state of affairs is destined shortly to be changed. The Seniors entering 
nurish�s need not be reminded of that. Nor do the W.iddlers and Juniors, 
el incr, For them, the apu0ara.nce of Navy uniforms on the campus, the twelve
minth schedule, the rapid approach of thoir 01vn graduation,�ill be constant 
r')mincle rs. 

For ull of us the future poses a real challenge. It is a challenge 
ti wake up to the realities of the present �orld situation and to face those
r�alitias squarPly, It �111 require much sacrifice, self-discipline, hard
woik and courage to do this, It should call from us our utmost in devotion
and love - love for our Lord and for our neiGhbor,

But �ven as the world is challenging us, it is also offering us a 
w�ndcrful opportunity to �itness for Christ. May it never be said that the 
m�n of �t. Airy let it slip.

--The Editor. 
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.A �ave of v:armin,. (rati tudo and lovin0 pride sweeps over our Cauroh 
�hon, from the Protestant press, a book pemoated with the Evan�elic spirit 
com�s into our hands. (John '3aillie 1 s Invitation to PilJrim;�o serves as 
a current ex3lnple). Tnis ;.�roV1in1 tendency is fast becomin; the rule, 
Protestant thinkers once more arc �roundin6 their systems unon II the only 
ruh and otandard a.ccordin.-.: to which at once all do�as and teachers should 
bo '3steemod and jud5od. 11 It is a notev,ort!ly exception, hoV'ever, whon a 
boo.c from tho oon of a Roman Catholic profec-isor of DoJ[natic Tneolo,�y has 
sornethinr of the same spirit which the Reforn.er Gtrossod. Christ our Brother 
is such an exception, iVri tton by Karl Adam, a. collefi61.10 of the Lutheran 
theolo5ian, Karl Heim, on the faculty of the University of Tt!bingen, C.1rist 
'>ur �rother is pPrm0ntod tt•ith the spirit which is lovt'1d and preached by 
Lu t.10 rans. 

The subjoct nrousin5 this Evan<;olic spirit is Christolo.:y. But before 
1ro cri ticizo this, or any doctrinal book or otatcmont, we should have in 
mini the Lutheran stan1ards. In Christolo5y, we as Lutherans rejoct every 
noctrino �hich Pithcr denies or limits (a) the true deity of Christ, (b) 
�is true humanity, (c) the personal union of the two natures in the one 
Peroon. 

When we apply this rule to Christ� Brother it is �uito obvious that 
Vurl AdEJn neither donioo nor limits the true deity of Christ. In faot, the 
divinity of Christ is tho -oromise. It is tho i:rprin6-board for an investi
�ation of our Lord's humanity, 11Y.y in�uiry, 11 says Adam, 11 is not, 1 '7hat 
think ye of Christ?' for wo all �ladly confess that Ho is t�e Incarnate Son 
of tod, God of God, LL!'.ht of Li5ht. 11 Prosupposin;.; tho whol0hearted accep
tance of this truth, Adam procoo�s to the Man aspect of the God-man. 

11 T' e full Christ," continues Adam, 11is not God alone; He is God and 
Van, He is Go-l Incarnate. 11 Throu.;hout his discussion there is no evidence 
of a denial or limitation of our Lord's human uarts, oody, soul, suirit, or 
�ill. All tho traditional Lutheran evidences for the true humanity are 
e i tner defini tel,• affirmed or silently acco-otod as "Gospel truths, 11 Our 
tori is pictured as a realist who accepts ''the life of tho peaceful hill
country of Galiloe," and "the turbulent streets of Jerusalem, 11 and masters 
it, He musters it thr0u�h �rayor, In a beautiful chapter oponin6 with 
quotations from Heiler and $ijderblorn, Adwn snows Christ I s ministry to be a 
life bc�un, continued, and ended in prayer. 

Like a constant refrain,the Incarnation reappears as tho decisive tneme. 
"-Ve now have amon;; us a Man v•ho is God. We h11vc a Brother ,vho is God. Our 
0�n flosh and blood our human nature, is no longor cursed of God, but bles
sed, It is raised• from out of its ne�ation and nothininess to oositive 
fulness c We are made members of the family of Go<l. Tae Incarnation has 
brii.;ecl the ,cu.lf 'P•hich divided us from God, and our human nature is now in 
Christ united with Gorl. For in Him it entered into the most intimate union
i,na.;;inablo with th€' divinity a. union so complete and truo that the di vine
un1 numan natures huve but ��e persona.li ty between them, the Second Person
of the Blessed Trinity, the \'lord of God." 
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In his treatment of the deity, the humanity, and the porsonal union of 
Christ, AdWll says nothin� �hich any sound Lutheran could not acceot, He 
is loyul to the same exJerience of the Church �hich we have inherited fron 
tno buddinr. 'Sa.rly und .;lori�us Mediaeval periods. But like Mel1-mcat�1on, 
k'la.n sv-erves from t11e path w3 li'..ce to call our own. We refer to his 
somi-Pclel.6ian intarprotation of tho nature of man and faith, Faith 11 hn.s 
its root, 11 sa.ys .A.dam, "in my natural caoacity for God, in what the thoo-
10 ;ians call a potontia obodiontihli§, nnd it is 0voked therein by �od. 
Tnercfore faith doos not come to me ,··i thout rr,y co-opero.tion. I must hold 
rn' soul ready for t�e livint God, hnd I inust hearken to Him •hen He 6ives 
test irr.ony of Himself. 11 

71e discover, moreover, tho sunoncsn of Karl Adam's jud :ment in prac
tical implications of t!lis vital Christian doctrine, For oxamole, wnat 
haooonu v•n0n tho hurcani ty of our Lord is ne6locte<l. or for,�otten? 11?:i.en 
sprin· up in the impoverished soil of the soul, 11 ans••1ers Adwn, 11 the arid 
·ro-vtho of mcrc•·mornli ty, and with them all that contorted virtue, extrerr.c

aso�ticisrn and intense scrup'ilil.osity •11:hich nov: PJld a.'ain turn tne 6lad
tidin�s of tho .,:oopol into tidinr.'S of terror. 11 

Or, ,··hut is the ccntrnl point of the ,_slad tidin;�s of the 1ospol? The 
rouly comes back: 11 The vital fact for us and for our world is not that Ho 
us the Incarnato Gon is entitled to the adoration of men, but that as the 
�ow Man Ho mn...tws all who would be saved members of His body and ns Kin6 of 
10i 1 s n0Y' pc:>ople leads them to His Fathor. 11 

Or, u•hc.1.t is the distin,�ishin6 feature of a disciple? And then in a 
ton, which seems to ech'l Luthor, Adam declares, "there is nothin5 else to 
'll!lrt us out as the disciples of Jesus, but love alone ••• No p.q,storal meth
"·1s, or profoun1 theolo.ey, or Christian learninf� cun replace it •• , No vi
si0ns or ocstusios can repl1,..co it,11 

No� what doos faith mran? Faith implies the s�cred triad: God, C�rist, 
foo C,1urch, Yet, 1•·hon the Protestant hunter takes him for the wiclted wolf, 
Adan unfurls the Evant�olic banner. Across its wavin6 whiteness appoa.r the 
w0ris: 11 The Church is not the deopest .;round of that faith, The Church it
solf is inspired by tho S-pirit of Ct1rist, the Spirit of God, and it is 
really thut Spirit that I bolieve and trust •• ,it is not the visible Church
that I bolieve, but God '"Orkin:� throut�h Christ in His Church, I b�lieve 
Go1 for P.is own sake. 11 

Hero is u book rith tho thesis: 0ur Lord is not only true 1od, but 
als� true and porfoct Man. Here is a book offoring a sound challon6e to
Seminarians: "A mere acceptMce of doctrine as truo just for tradition or
habit 1 s sake is not �enuine Catholic faith, a.n<l is not distin�ishable
fron the similar acccpta�co and transmission of purely secular traditions
and customs. Faith is un act and must be reiterated a..;ain and again • • •
For faith is not mere knowloci5e: it is also an act of decision, an act of
tho will." 

-B, Fr8-rlklin Levy.



·�r)h! {Dan�itM11Iu"':Th�1ittf in
'I'h<e Pa s�•on of Our tord i11 Mvs i c 

On Good Friday, April 15, 1?29, townsfolk of Leipsic gathered in the St. 
Thomaskirche to particiuate in a commemoration of our Lord's Passion. The 
�orshippers were few but devout, simple Chris�ian people from common walks of 
life; the music they hoard and sang was accorded a simple rendition, no more 
elaborate than might be expected from a choir of unruly boys and an orchestra 
of few members. None the less, that day witnessed the first public nerfor
rnance of the St. Matthew Passion. Johann Sebastian Bach gave to the Cnurch 
and to the world, on that occasion, one of the profoundest e'<pressions of tte 
Christian Gosncl, and indeed, of musical art of all time. 

Lent brin5s us anor to the Passion History. Lutnerans cherish their ob
servance of this Holy Season, for we are strengthened by the assurance of 
God1s forgiving grace the reflection of our Saviour's sufferin6 and death �f
for1s us. We discover in the observance of Lent a channel for the free-flo�
ing grace of God upon our hearts and lives. .And insofar as great men of our 
Church have given expression to the Gospel in their lives ana �ork, we culti
vate their acquaintance and share their experiences. Thus �e may approach 
the lives of t�o religious leaders, Martin Luther and Sebastian Bach. 

It is possible to compare to advantage these two men of faith upon sev
eral grounds, so similar are their personalities and insight into the Gospel, 
The Season of Lent, however, sug6ests one high theme for study, man's sin and 
God's atoning grace. If , .. e c�aim that Luther rediscovered this dominant 
the:ne of the (}ospel in his age, v,e may say ,vith equal certainty that Bach in 
his time gave it immortal utterance in his music, No�here in musical compo
sition do we find the mess�e of salvation so profoundly expressed as in the 
St, Matthew Passion. In this magnificent composition we discover a ,'71 tness 
to the pervasive spirit of Lutheranism in the personal faith of Bach himself, 
and objectively, a fusion of the full, rich message of the Gospel with the 
spiritual art of music, so closely akin to theology, 

To understand the St. Matthew Passion fully, one must know the pArsonal
i ty and faith of its composer. Here B.to;ain u·e seo a striking parallel between 
Husician and Reformer. For both, the redeeming grace of God, expressed in 
love, was the single ideal motive for the orderin6 of life and the use of 
talants. As a bio6rapher of Bach states, 11his art "!'as an expression of his
reli,gious faith, an act of ,,,orship ••• for him art 1"US religion, and so had no 
con�ern ..-1th the \t'Orld or u•ith inorldlv success� .. a.11 great art, even secular, 
is in itself rP.ligious in his eyes: for him tones do not pPrish, but ascend 
to 1-od like nra.isP too dePp for utterance." 

Coming to the St. Matthe� Passion itself, �e must admit the obvious li�
itations of verbal description of music that is in itself indescri�able, The
?assion must be hoard in its proper atmosphere: for in the languaJe of tt.e
uroverb, 11 the proof of the pudding is in the eating. 11 Nevertheless, tho re 
ure certain basic understandin6s which �e may bring to an appreciation of the
,.,ork:, 
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Bach, as Luther, borrowed from the Mediaeval Church, and in tneir de
fence we must 6rant that the MPdiaeval Church was not an un�orthy contributor.
To that rich B.t;e Ba.ch o•ued the framework of the Passion, for in its oricin
the �usical presentation of the Passion of Our Lord is the child of the med
iaeval roystery play. The fil• Matthew Passion, based upon the narrative of
the first evan,.�olist, invites the "10rshippin6 con�reiation to tread v·ith
Christ the Via Dolorosa, from the Upper Room to Gethsemane, the Cross und the 
tomb. The plan follows the Words of the Gospel and presents a series of
t1'Tenty-four scenes. .At characteristic points the narrative pauses for a mo
ment· of rnflection and meditation in �rias and choruses • .At lesser re�ting
n0ints the feelin.!s of Christian participants find expression in c.1orale 
verses. Notu.ble amon; these is the beautiful hymn, 11 0 Sacred Head, no1r
Woundcd, 11 whose melody echoes throw,,-h the V7hole composition. The drcl!llcttis
uersonae of tho Passion affords 6reatost variety, There is the �vanJelist, 
vho sint s the Words of Scripture, there are the chief characters of tne drama, 
an1 the dn11Ghtcrs of Jerusalem and the chorus V'ho comment and reflect upon the
sorro,•·ful events, .And above all is the fi.:.,'U.rc of Christ Himself, Whos� ·,ords
aro ;iven unmista1.c� bln cupremacy. Th0se Words of our Lord are alv;ays set to
an accompo.nimrnt of strini{s, and 11 at the entry of the soft and luminous .ar
monics of the violins 1••e sec>m to see the halo round the head of our Saviour."

Throughout the v,hole Passion , .. c.> see po-rtrayed the dominant princil)le of
"Van.�olicu.l C11ristianity: the Divine manifested in the Human, the Uystory of
the Incarnation, where in the P0 rson of Christ, the Godhead has assumed :1uman
nat.1r0 and suffernd (lea th for our salvation. We are Aver a•1>are of un1eserv
in ;, sinful man c">nfrontecl ,..i th the overpo,�erin,; �race of God, Here t.10 corr
parison ,•ith "9ach 1 s noted contemporary, H!!.ndel, is most illuminatini,;. Tte
"'Ulf bt>b•·eon thes� two comoosers is discernible both in their lives and in
tneir compositions, For ,.,hereac :3a.ch v•as content t0 pursue his a.rt in tl.e
r0l9 of a humble cantor and organist and thereby serve his Lord, H!!.ndel, for
sa'dn� his m.1.ti ve land. follOl'"ed tho life of a secular musician amidst the
�loasantrics of Enflish aristocracy and life in the royal court. In all
fairness ,.-.p arlmire the classic purity of the arias and the mu.jesty of the 
ch0rusos of Ht;,nclel' s Messiah, as music, yet the theology in the structure of 
tnis oratorio is unconsciously,Calvinistic and devoted to that noble but cha.r
act:iristic tenet, the sovereir;nt�• of God. The theoloJy of Bach1s Passion is
ess�ntially tut.1eran. Hl1ndel Is Messitl.h, unlike the Passion, knorys no �van
;elist v•ho proclaims the unadorned narrati vo of the Gospel ,no fi�re of
Christ v,ho sin�?s the very .,...ord s of our Lord: its music bears heavily tovmrd
Italian secuh1r opera forms, a contrast to the Passion's use of the c!1orale
form as exprossint:• the real -'Sonius of the faith of the Reformation.

l1o illustratC" this spirit, this Christ-centered Amphasis of the St • 
.lo.tthew Paasion, 10t us dra,...., from the very closini:; scenes that bring us to
the climax of the wholo ,.,ork, Almost every scene clamors for description
here. There is th0 touchin� portrayal of the Descent from the Cross, �ith
its reflective music, 11 Jun .Abend, da es lctlhle "'ar11 ( "When even in:,; bro�ht the
cooling shade") and "�(ache dich, mein Herze, rein" ("Oh, my heart, now make
thee purE> 11 ) • n A. ;ain and 8(:ain, 11 remarks Sch\'Te it ze r, 11 we ask ourse 1 ve s whc:. t
it is in these tones that ma.:::es them so perfectly SUJ�est all that is myster
ious and inexpressible in the holy mood that dflscenrls upon us v-hen 910 think
of the descent from the cross. 11 But the 1;rE-atest of all is the very last
chorus, t-•hen the drama of sal Vb.tion is complete, Christ is laid i!l the
seo.ilcnre, and man -oausos at len-·th in a. finc1.l contemplation of 'Jod' s un-
fat 1omable Act. ' �



It is here as thou:h the worshipper, follo�in; the path of his tore, 
stan1s at last in the very shado� of the Cross and there �azes in profound 
11,,rnie-r, his ,�rief min.::,led V'ith adoration. The majestic, sweepin6 theme of 
'Sa.c�ts music - voices joined �ith the resonance of strin�s - gathers tor,ether 
int, one m�nificent close all the full meanin-..: of the Cross:· the -po·1er and 
holiness of etf'rno.l God, and the intense, personal an,,;uish of Christ Is human 
suff'�rinµ-. Man '"eeps because he feols God I s love in the innocent and trasic 
death of Christ; he exults because he beholds the triumph of victory over sin 
and death. 

1o� ic is abandoned, even as one, studyin,; in the epist los of the Apostle 
Paul and subjP-ctin-r himself to the exactin,1 discipline of the �riter's ar::.-u·
mP.nt, comes at last into the cloar light of those hi �·h moments of Paul I s 
sniritual ins i :ht. Ba.ch I s f areinell chorus, 11 Wir setzen uns mi t T'1r!inen 
nie1or, 11 sunr at the tomb of Jesus, becomes a compunion piece to Paul's 
11,ve are buried n•ith Him by baptism into death." And, "that like us Christ 
1ras raised up from the dead ••• even so ...,e also should walk in neviness of life" 
shines throu�h the �limmerin6 hope of resurrection in the ton�s of this 
closin� chorus. There is �rief and resi�nation; notwithstandin6, the 6loorn 
of }ood Friday blends with the II dawnine; glory of the eternal day. 11

let tnose seAkins to cultivate the genius of Lutheranism hear the St. 
��at thew Passion, and experience for themsol ves these themes. And hore the 
Lutneran Church in .America must admit, to her disGrace, a sad ne;lect of the 
music of her o,.,n !;reat composer and musician, Ba.ch. Hore than once we have 
bo�n reminded that the three or four prominent all-Bach festivals in this 
country are not under Lutheran auspices. There is one oxceotion, a more re
cently organized festival now presented under thP leadership of Concordia 
Seminury in St. Louis. But as Luther1,1.ns ?;ro11• in the consciousness of their 
ma;�ificent hP-ritage, "Sa.ch in the Lutheran Church in America �ill come into 
its ov•n. 

HE LEADETH ME 

He lPadoth me, �here 1 �r I be.
In this, m)· s,..eet !-Iome-land,

In countries, fur across the sea, 
Ever, His 

0
uidin6 Hand 

--�{atthew I. Jiencke 

To point to distant Dawns, vrhen nilht, 
A ni!;ht enfoldeth me, 

On battlefields, a kindly LiGht, 
The Cross on CalvaryJ 

.And thou6h, the sailin5s oft be rouJh, 
Thou?h battered by my ship, 

'He le�deth me,' It is enough, 
Stren6th, for each day, each trip. 

--Contributed. 
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(R�ligious verse is often �ell suited for congre�ational use; a�ain it 
bost lends itself to private and more intimate reuection. We are sub
mittin6 a seloction of poems o.s especially expressive of this latter 
quality, o.l thrm ·h it will be .�;ranted that many fine hymns of our Cormnon 
Service ]ook ar0 flqually aupropriate for private d�votion. The contribu
ti�ns of �riters from our o�n Seminary Community are here 6ratefully 
acl.<nov•leac,ed. !Vo are pleused to include a Latin poem vrritten by Dr, 
Off,rmann, upon tho occasion of the seventieth birthduy of our presi1ent, 
Ur, Reed. An1 it is hoped that the sonnet submitted by Philip Hoh May 
alsi oncoura�e other students, interested in creative �ritin6, to c1ntri
but1 verse of their o,,rn,) 

Tu, 0 Iesu, es salvator 
Peccatorum, vitae dator, 
Salus mundi, Domine. 
Omnis coeli pulchritudo, 
GratiarQ� plenitude 
Est in tuo nomine, 

Mors et culpa et peccata 
Terrent me: in te parat , .. 
Mihi est remissio, 
liserere, miserator, 
Veni, salva me, salvator 
Dei in judicioJ 

-Henry Offermann

When inmost cloud and darkness brood 
I kneel in 3epths of quietude 

O adoration holyl 
Better than best that ear hath heard 

Is uttered now •ithout a word 
To lovin[; heart and lowly, 

Come, 0 ':rhou Traveller unknown, 
"Thom still I hold but cannot see; 

!-�Y company before is gone, 
An l I am left alone with Thee: 

1Vitn The€' all ni.·ht I mflan to stay, 
And wrestle till.tho break of day. 

--Gnrhardt Tersteeben. 

Yield to me now. for I am weak 
But confident in self-despair; 

Speak to my heart, iq blessings speak, 
'Be conquered by my instant ora.ycr, 

Speak, or Thou never hence shalt move, 
And tell me if Thy Name is Love? 

I n3 ed not tell Thee who I am, 'Tis LoveJ 1 Tis Lovel Thou diedst for meJ 
Hy misery and sin declare; I hear Thy whisper in my heart1 

Thyself hast called me by my narnel The mornins bre&es, the shadows flee, 
L'l1'c on Thy hands and reuo it thereJ Pure universal Love Thou art; 

13ut Who, I ask T'neP, Who art Thou? To me, to all, Thy mercies move; 
Tel1 me Thy Namf', and toll me no,... Thy nature and Thy �arno is Love. 

-Charles Wesley.



Holinesse on the head, 
Li �t and pPrfoctions on thP bro�st, 

Harmonious bolls belo":, raisin· the dead 
To londe then unto life and rest: 

Thus arc true Jv.trons dr0st, 

Prof�noncss0 in my head, 
Dof<:>cts and ur'cnesse in my breast, 

A. noise of passions rin ·in · rr.e for dead
Unt0 fl plu.ce v·noro is no rest:

Poor priest, thus am I drest. 

On0ly nnothor nead 
I !1avc, another heart and breast, 

.Anotn0r music, rnakin, live, not dead, 
ili thout '.Vhom I could have no rest: 

In 'Him I run well drest. 

Christ is mr onely ht'a.d, 
t1y ulone-onely heart and breast 1 

My onolv music, strEdn; me 0v 1 n dead, 
Thu t to the. old r.ia.n I may res t , 

.And be in Him nev•-drc st. 

S0, holy in m1 heaj, 
Perfect and li_!ht in my deare heart 

Hy d0ctrin0 tun 1 d by Christ, ;mo is not dead, 
'Jut lives in me �bile I do rest, 

�omo, people; Aaron's drost, 
--Geor.;e Herbert (1593-1633) 

Is this a Lent:- to kceu 
The larder lo an 

No) 'Tis a fast to dole 
TLy sneaf of �heat 

.And clea.'1 
From fats of veals and sho, ... p? 

Is it to quit the dish 
Of flash, yet still 
'Io fill 
The nlatter hi ·h ,.,,1th fish? 

Is it to fast un hour, 
Or ra� ·od "o, 
Or show 
A do,.,ncus t look and sour? 

And moat 
Unto the hun5ry soul. 

It is to fast from strife
From old debate 
.And hate: 
To circumscribe thy life: 

To shov• a heart ,;rief-rent; 
To starve thy sin, 
Not bin-
.And that's to keep thy Lent, 

-Robert Horric 1c (1531-1674)

\ 
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!�y shoulders ache bf.neath my paclr,
Lio easier. Cross, upon His back,

I murch with feet that burn and smart, 
�read, holy feet, unon my heart. 

Uen shout at mo who may not speak, 
The? scourc;Pd Thy bnc1.c and smote Thy cheek, 

I may not lift u. hand to clcl'J.r 
W.y eyes of salty drops that sear,

Then shall :ny fickle soul for("ot 
Thine a�ony and blood·· a,"eat 7 

�y rifle aund is stiff and nurr.b, 
Fro1.1 Thy pierced nalm rod rivers como. 

Lord, Thou didst suffer more for mo 
Than all the hosts of land and sea. 

So let me render back a,:ain 
This millionth of T,.y Gift. .Amen, 

Sonnet 

-Anonymous, (A poem that
has come from the nresent ,.,ar,) 

,, 

Man 1••as not m1Mde to v,andcr here on earth 
�ithout desi ·n, or purpose, �oal, ideal; 

'!mt m,m "'llS ,i ven unto mortal birth 
To face and c•:mquE'r problems, le-a.rn to deal 

\Vi th lifr and �11 1 ts sorrOV'S, learn to build 
F.imsolf, Md for his children, better thin6s: 

To liv0, and love, und leaj a life woll filled 
�ith all tho jo�s that each now mornin6 brin�s: 

To ·,or:.r and toil, and rr.ako i1is peace secure, 
To reap rich uurvo st from the seods he's so"'n; 

Yot with all this he knows ne still is poor 
.And finds man cannot livo by broad alone. 

If broad of lifo is rr.ortal in dosLJ!;n, 
For . ·roatest love partake of breo.d di vino. 

-Pl1ilip Hoh,

I 

, 



Not unlike the United St. tos of Amtricu., C<-nn.dn ma.y be 
s�ld to be � melting-pot of poopl� from m�ny countries of 
Europe. ThGse people of Europecn b,ckground, not including 
thu French �:.i1d the English for the moment, together .Ji th the 
Indi[.ns c.nd -r,he Eskimocs, make up two c..nd r. hc.lf million peo
ple. The French-spcc::.king element, strongest in Quebec, 
numbers -r.hrce a!1d i:. h,.lf million people, .nd thG English, 
vrnll-rcproscntod over the whole of Cnne..dc., numbers five �nd 
c:.. hc..lf milliono · li th a tot,.l of eleven and lt h.:-.lf million 
people 7 Cl.ncdc. hl'.s but c.. tenth of the popuL: .. tion of its 
gre�t neighbor to the south. GJnerally spec.king, the people 
live in the �re� two hundred miles north of the internr.tional 
border f .i:·om Novc.. Scotir: in the cm.st through the St. Lawrence 
Valley �nd the Prc..irie Provinces to British Columbia in the 
west. Nc.cth of this two hundred mile ,1ide strip the pecple 
�re fe� �nd frx between, among them some Inditns �nd Eskimocs, 
some proGpectors 1 miners, tr�ders, fishermen, lumber-jacks, 
trc.ppors, Hounties, c.nd mission<-"..ries. Mcst of Cc...nud:;.'s life, 
life in terms of business, industry, f._rmine, mining and the 
likJ, goes on in the �reu of its greatest popul&tion. In 
this arec. too, though not al together, the church does its work. 

The Roman c�tholic Church with 43.3% of the population 
is the strongGst church body in Cnncde. Some of its �ork is 
done �mong the Indiuns �nd the Eskimoes. The next largest 
body is the United Church of Cun�da, u union of Presbyt0rians, 
Methodists �nd Congregntionnlists in 1925. This church body 
re��hes 19.2% of the yopulation. Next comes the Anglic&n Church 
with 15.2%, tho only Prot0st2.nt church to do work �mong the 
IndL,ns. Tho Gree:k Orthodox Church, the Bl..Dtist Church, o.nd 
most cf the sr.iall communions to be found in the United States, 
with some others c:.ddod, c.:.rl:l active .:.s vrnll. 

Luthor<-�n beginnings takG us to these events: The first 
Lutheran pastor to arrive on North Am0rican soil wus the Rev. 
Rasmus Jensen. He vu.,.s .. mGmber of the Jens Munk expedition 
which set cut from Donm�rk �Y 19th, 1619, and which l&nded 
in \,hat is n0w the port of Churchill on Hudson Bc3.y. All but 
t�rec out of sixty four men perished as n result of the severe 
winter they had to put in, and Rasmus JJnsen was ... mong those 
who died thure. The first Luther�n church in eastern Can�da 
was dediC <.'..t-Jd in Hal if ax in 1761. Com in, west, first Lutheran 
congregutions were formed near Kingston Ontario, in 1783. 
The Icelandic Luthcr ... n Church h�s the honor of being 'first' 
in Wes torn Canada. Its vJOrk was bc61Un in 1877, in the province
of Manitoba. The oldest church of our Manitoba Synod was formed 
in Winnipeg, M�nitoba, in the year 1888. 



There c.re ten different Luthera.n Church bodies lclboring 
in Cunadn nt the present time. It mny be said that its total 
strength ·i1 ill not be known until the Lutheran Church in Canada 
is doctrinally �nd ore-nically united. In the meantime, 
however, each body has its appointed tasks to perform in the 
extension of the Kingdom, and is laborine to perform these. 
All bodies &re challenged by the fact thnt of th& more than 
four hundred thousand Lutherans in Cana.da according to the 
194J census, less th�n hnlf belong to the church by membership 
in it. Each is challenged by its own membership, that none 
of the household cf faith muy be lost, and each is challenged 
also by the call to do mission work among those who are as 
yet without church affiliation. 

Our United Lutheran Church in America hes three Canadian 
synods. The oldest of th�m is affectionately called the 
mother-synod and is known in official c::�pnci ty as "The 
Co.nada Synod." "The Manitoba Synod" is the second, and "The 
Nov� Scotia Synod'' is the third. These three spread themselves 
right across Cunndu. Two seminariGs tr�in young men for the 
ministry, the one in tho east in Waterloo, Ontario, and the 
other in the west in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. A coeducational 
college also in Waterloo, Ontario, offers courses loading to 
the B.A. degree. 

The war has not been without its effect upon the churches 
in Canada. Early in t_he present conflict the "Canadian 
Lutherc:.:.n Commission for War Service" wc.s organized with a 
view to representing the Luthor�n Church throughout tho land, 
und in ord0r to serve the s�iritual needs of the Lutherens 
in the forces. To date, fo�rteon Lutheran chaplcins have 
been placed, &nd �n estimated fifteen thousand Lutherans 
ht-.ve boon cc.lled up. A goodly number of men hdve already 
paid the supremo sacrifice for King and country, and the 
Canadian Government is aware of this. 

Such is the gener�l picture. Two thines stand out 
concerning tho Luther�n Church in Canada. Firstly, it is 
em01\:�ing us .... Cunadian church. Its background is European, 
but muny yours in C2.nuda, und tho coming of age of many who 
ti.re born in Cam. dr., have had nn effect upon the churc�, 
so t:int it mc.y be s-.1.id th�.t it is becoming more Canadian. 
Seccndly, it is sure that the desirable strengthening of 
this church will t.:.ko pluce throu.::h co-oA· crc:tion and m1:-tual 
eood-will amono the various bodies. Mc-.y the co-operation 
und [ood-will that is incrc (. .singly in evidence from contacts 
Which tha different bodies have, lead to greater effectiv�ness 
in the extension of the Kinedom of God in the church of 0The 
True North, s tr one und free". 

Theodore A. Hartig 

• 



The Student Body of the Seminary recently heard a talk by 
)r. Hromadka on the decline and fall of liberal theology in post
,·ar Europe. His words. were looked upon in many quarters as a 
,indication of the narrow view of religion and the Church. How
�,er, Dr. Hromadka spoke of the continuity of the Church, and not, 
D many would have us believe, of a static Church. It is about 

•his continuity which I should like to speak.

The total life of TBE CHURCH of Cbr1st can be separated in-
o two parts. The first is that of �hich Paul spoke when he said 
.1at the Church is the continuing body of Christ. In this aspect 
�e Church is composed of all beljevers. It is not an interde
Jminational c ounc i 1; it is a transcendent cor:1munion of the faithful- -
�eater than the sum of its parts. It is in this world, but 
ot of it. The second part is the Church as a social organiz-
,tion. Its members are human be inL' s, !.1e:nbers of Society. They 
rre separated into denominations by ethnic and doctrinal differ-

ces. Nevertheless, because they possess a degree of ethic&l 
.. 1ty, they exert a defitii te influence in society, \Jhether they 
11 or not. I� this phase tha Church is in the world, and very 

.�ha �Qrt of it. The tno paPts are not in conflict, but are 
r.terdcp0ndGnt; ;.mi th\.,r can 0xist ui thout the oth(�r. For pur
osJs of cluri ty� ho\,L:V1:-r, i,:e shall distinguish between them

:n this aiscussicn.

Each phuse of the Church h2.s c. continuity to uhich it must 
rtmuin faithful. The first ph�se, which we shall call the Church 
t�anscend�nt, must be based on the continuity found in the estab
l1sh6d professions ana creeds oi thJ Church which are fouhdcd in 
turn on the Bible. Tho o�cond phasa j which we shall c�ll the Church 
irrun&nunt, has th� continuity o; ccclcsi�stic�l development and 
�he dev�lopment of human society to 1,hich it must be fait.hful. 

The pro£>0nt friGndly conflict bet\/ccn the liberal c.nd class-
ic�l _ theolo�ies is a �rc.tifyihg in6ic�tion of the vitality df the

0 1r1tuul thour:ht in the C1mrch tr•cmscen6.e:nt. On the oth:r hand,
�d present drirt of the great mass0s of thG peo�le aTiay rrom the 
rg�nized Church demands a r(:-1.:Xc..mina.tion of the Church immancbt. 
t id not onou,,h to w::cin� our hc.nds nnd cry' II This is a godless 
~ ,11 • o h . t ,;c • Thoul;htful t"'.ction is required, Since tho Churc ir.1munJn 
� of and throu�h the people, � critical s�lf-analysis is indic�t
J 0 hcn the people, in such number� rujcct the aid of the Church. 

·;10 of the Church imm.:.n-.:;nt - 1:n.th fe., exccpt.•ons - have iail-
,, to observe and follo\� the soc ic.1-historical continuity on

· tCh the \;ork of the Church is br-.. sed. At th0 tim� of the rlcfor
·. "· on� Soc it::lty under\�cnt great economic, soc �al, an� poli ti cul 
,, ,.r,gcs. In pa.rt th0 Church rose to the magnitude or these 
· lc.,,.npts n.nd mntched them. Since th��t ti:ne, ho\1evor, th.J rate of



c hc.�n[iu in tric Chu1·ch h .... s d0crc.c1&<.,d, ., i th tho r .:.bul t that thcr.:; 
lh:.s been intronucod c. culturc.l L:�i in tho dGv t.:; lonmcnt of the 
Church. In thin famili�r �ound of tho&ds-antith�sis-synthGsis 
the Church is trl..:l lin5 ulrnost one compl�ta cycl0 bGhind Societ;.
'Pho Church hLs lost its position us lGa.d0r. 

When th0 ,rn.rly Crristia.n C1 .Ui'Ch ,H:.s fl..ced .ith t:10 pompous 
1 .i;ht of tli.,., de:cr..,�cnt o .. 1an Em_pii•e:, it n...,:::. the:r surX'i.mdercd nor 
r,.,tr..:��tc.:d. Th\., Chu1�c11 took its r�.i tl , 2.p1)licd it to its times, 
c.h0n pr<..:uch�a c..1nJ. pr<1cticod ti1,--.t. ' .... J of lifE:. In thut dark v,orld, 
'!.'HE 1:AY Has .. s'-:ininr rc.y of li,)1t �.nd led its follo\1crs to hope 
in t:1i:1 .rnrld 1::nd s£.lvction in Un:) n:;xt. Tode.y, the Church seems 
1-0 ;h l-f\., r Lo ,1r<.:.p it.Jc lf in th� c loc.l: of mys tic ism c.nc. to move in 
t, .• orld _.)opuL,.t�c. by the: s!,t:l:::tc,ns of the pl.st.

Cun the Churc�, I'ut2u1:1 its ,osition of 103.ac:csr:ip'< Y-..s, it 
c-..n, but ·thv ..)t.t,h ir. ,Jt.__1....r> t.nd l1 r·l. Gr--.:•.t rocks b .r tnu : y, 
2-nd Clio.ens catch E'st :i.. to :;,_rm .. ntB :'.na hold it hack. �c.sy idleness 
bcckorrn c..'..1lu·, 1n;�·ly. 01.l., if tr,. Church cE.n ov,.;rco,nc ,.11 -ch-..;G�, 
c .. u� it oncu ·•tll".in J." .... cn L[I-.: tO!)• 

l'"'iJ.'•.Jt f c..1.1, l,1:,, C!."cHCh .!.u .. ·: ox,·.dno .i.tG tv,.'..c:1in[. «'.:1a ltS 
p-.:,.chin,> It i .".J'; )lnt l�/ _ _. nd�l U1, ... t .0 ·h:.11 not drift 
fro·n th0 Lu--: er,...,\;. 1c .., c;.: tL c:.·:i tl;:,;.,ity. T11,.1, -�3 t;ncc. is this� 
A lovs; of c:ur ,. --1.l.o·. :n.:.� - :J::.--1....c on our love o.:· C�1·. :ict - ,.,ic:.1 � n 
turn i[, l) .. J�d oll .n1:· I· .. ··.·1i1 J:: Cl- .1-:t ) th,--..t js, ou:.:-· tru...,t ar.d coh
i'J.Cknc,., jf1 t'.rn :;__v1-1. c.r .. c-.. or i o� tl.r•ou'""'h Cr.::.Lst <J--sus • .  'Jc i.;!'r 
.1:en ,.._; vioL ..... ,v t,;i � ,-.":C .., O.( . u.1.l to t:re:..:,, it :�n our te.:.cnine . 
. v!'lj is 7i . ..: .J..Y .,r· .l ch 'l::<.: C• vrci, .11.'.·,t tC;, •• c!.. !:(..,r1., i:, t�c touch
ing !3ton'". ,.',t.1 . •i.cl1 ,.\., e .n n0 .. ::,• x·c ou.: c0r:6.uct, 

hc:.V.l.11c ch.:t .. n.:.<.l \,l..:\t r!:E .:AY i .. _'.) J.3t U, 
not.. l!'.i.r J 1,, jt, is .10t t::.: "s0c:. .. l .,o':p .. 1 11

0 

cT:J [' .., j OL 1Il o· <,oci. .. l ac·c on ��S : __ ,"!';. -.;:: ..... 
dv�e, out: i1, , (..CC,>lizcn th.:_t coc:i.c,l t--tl, r 
:· •• !. :1-.Y j . ..._E.J1 ·t i·1 1L� L .. uth E�r.1.' r·u .,..·1ti• 
r. 1crvJs to itt(lf thG �5.:t to u � 7.J ,A 
,1uug.:: curl0nt .... 0c1,•.l c.· ):1.,Jt, .o:1r c'.n.::. . v.: .. 'c::.h: 

3a� .1h,-.� Tx1B us is 
I� �o-� not s�ck �o

hY �o--8 �ot cond0mn 
�.11: .:.1110110\; if 
tfo·.- �v...:r, th'-- Ch..i..:."'c�1 
�s � touchvtonc to 

--o.i.·o;Jo-:.--d rel o.i'.'m. 

3t-cond� 'CL: .1,.Y i:., ... 10t a:: " __ •·1 t, c:01•_ J�v t:i�.re .. itn ito Jm-
_111,,:- .!son th.;. ._,1..,) y _·:�tio;1 :'i Cm ... c:1 ,.nc. ::>c;C.l..;t.::t• h:C. th0 11 t:oc1al 
· ,)r,r, 1 11 \.;rr y<.. 111 · ') 1 .,I'-..: .. ,J..�::,· z:i.1 ,-· t· ,H, impoJ. t.�ncu oi th-: Church 
:i.:i·n,.f, .nt� so ,.::8 c,.:n· '--···,.ti ,1...:; :.' :.."-dl:pl1c...,·d z� the Churc:.1 tr�n
.,c·.n( .nt. rh0 C i m.:·cl i·. c0:n1) n C.:J. 01 hu .. 1.1.n b,:::-.Ls .. !0 ,l'"l'JC in�
Lic.1:: -.. crJ.11g '')Li.d. ll.i1 .I,, ui L,n-·:.Y}, t&. T,:if.3 C.1.�. l-1n�-t,;:.:•·!1olu-:
<. r\�•·f,U 11-thc -!1C le - llt- .�l t ...: r- J ·;u c::.. L ti tu :i G �)J. t·n J con ... ':-IV, .. t 1 VG s \Jl 11 

·'Y 0ff0ctiv_ly ... lJ,nc:t\'3 t·�0 p :·l<;:, :'1....:.dy t.S t,;�,-� : • .;."\:: t' clntch 
,_.t ,.-· y Ltl'a,,. 'i'r, 'He. j " v  p:i.�llf,:!..' h.i.\ .. r· tL�8 cup Oi. cold .• atCi" !.11-
J 'UL� .. . i.:1 tl1\� ·. thl.., .·C; c, ,n 11,,_:;:•. l./ t-;x; .. C!t a d ... ·c>",1�1.n 

J 
.:1c.n to acc.;.;�.)t 

l t .. tJ1 any ,,110 11., ;i ' -1 -'Y• our Cr.u en r.iu. t rr1.::Gt th::: ne.Jds ,)f t:1-� 
Pclt• J.11�. 
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with derision at what they feel is the ignoble fall of the "social
goapel." Let them point• 'l'he s.:.me inevitable cycle that brought 
their thesis to the antithesis of the "social gospel" will in 
turn, raise up a synthesis that Hill absorb them both. rt'is for 
this synthesis, along the lines I have pointed out, that I call.
Let qoth sides be,are lest they kick acainst the bricks. 

The situation of the Church immanent is critical. The peo
ple \1hom it is meant to save ure turning from it. The crying need 
of the Church is for � synthesis of the liberal and conservative 
vie, s of the Church -- for THE WAY. In such a synthesis of the 
Church immunent ana the Church transcendent into an integrated, 
coherent system of Christian faith and practice lies the hope of 
the Church militant. 

Paul E. Morentz 

CANADA REPOrtTS TO FATHER HEYER

The decision of The Father Heyer Missionary Society to s0nd 
one hundred and tw8nty five doll�rs to some mission parish of 
the Manitoba Synod w�s c very fine gesture and has me.de the 
mission con6r,gntion in Saskutoon very hcppy. Saskatoon, wh�r0 
the Saskatoon S0minary is loc�ted, is also the university city of 
Saskatchewan. It hns been cc.1.lled the 11 Hub City" because of its 
centr�l location in the province, and going beyond the borders of 
the province, it is the "Hub Uity" of our Synod also, since 
Saskatchewan is betv1een Manitoba ci.nd Alberta, and Saskatoon is in 
the h0art of Suskatchewun. 

Our missjon congreg&tion 1n Saskatoon has had its ups and 
downs, but unuer a n0w mc.nago1. ont or arro.ng-Jment with the Board of 
Am0ric .. n Missions it has received new life. The Rev. Ao Goos, its 
pester, assisted and �ncouraged by Dr. E. A. rappert of the Board, 
has relocated and ecauired a building in a fine residential s�ct
ion of the city. This building 3crves as church und parsonage. 
The pastor lives on the second floor; the main floor is used �s the 
church auditorium; and the b�semont, �hen necessary alterations 
are madc j will be used ns a Sunday School room, end also as a 
Pluce to gather for social purposes. The money will probably be 
spent to makcl these alterctions. 

Since the Bot.rd ,1::1.s to be notified of this gift, here is the 
reaction of Dr. Tappe rt: 11 I •,;ould not kno\1 of any better purpose 
for which the money could hnvo been spent." And Pastor Goos of 
Saskatoon wrote thc.t the gift is "appreci�ted no end by our 
council, by the Sundc.y School, by the Luther Lea�ue (we no\1 have
t\/o groups), by tho who lo congrege.tion, und of course by the 
students, who are always ren.dy for c:'. cup of coffee anC. t, piece 
of cake." 

Theodore G. Hartig 
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Rccontly a moot but timely matter was ably presented by John 
Clarenc c ?0, tr

1
� G in 'P.!QS_llrt?-tian C'Gntury_ (Dec. 15, 1943) under

the title 0f My DuI,1·-�'1.ti".l • Day:i-. Though we may aeree that the 
artic:c is loss offensi\e left in the library basement, it seemed 
n�v��theless, �o me�i� ou� consideration. It refers to the 

' 
mntter of semin.ry discipline. 

The article spec.ks bast for itself. Its author has attended 
botl1 a Romcn and e. P:i:·ote;stc.nt seminary and writes out of his own 
expGricnco; th0 ccntrLst he mnkos is, how�v�r, quite objective 
1n its application to our own seminary life, and should afford 
us a. c learor· view of our Lutheran position on the subject of 
disc.iplineo Vic quoto first from his picture of the Roman "Sur
gcndum-Mcditandum 11 (whence "Dum-Dum") routine. 

11 It begc.n with the 5:30 rising bell. You dressed, shaved, 
climb�d into your soutc.ne and by six were sitting at your desk 
mak1ne your morning half-hour meditation. The door of your room 
wns }eft open so that Father Keogh passing along the corridor 
mieht see that you were awake and nt least performing the out
ward moticns of meditation. At 6:30 the bell rang you·to muss ••• 
At 7:15 you wore free to get u breath of air before breakfast. 
After tho eraco sil0nco wcs broken for the first time since the 
niP,ht before. After breakfast you made your bod and straightened 
your roor:1. There mit:ht be time for a smoke or a brief walk, and 
then class. At 12 you went to choir, where you knelt for fifteen 
minutes of particular examen ••• Then dinner and again-this time 
after the reading of the Scriptures and some lines from a modern 
spiri tu, .. l 'writer-there was conversation. After dinner, recrea
tion ••. th0n at 2 7 classes until 4. Then you might study, or 
tuke a walk. At 5 you went to your room fer study. At 6 there 
was readine--- At 6:30, supper. After supper, recreation until 
8. Then to choir for nicht pruyers ••• (and) in bed with lights
out by 9:30 •• � The time of your training for the priesthood was
u tim0 of one long retreat. The less you saw of the world, the
bcttc::r ••• 11 

Follows his description of a more familiar Protestant rendition 
of a seminary day: 

11 The communion mi,:ht be celebrated o.t 7 a.m., but attendance
was not compulsory. Breakfast mi[ht be served at a, but you did 
not have to be there. In fact the only compulsion was that you 
be at tho first lecture of the day, which usually came at nine. 
Th01�l? was a Shoff ield Fn.rms dai,ry store near thG seminary. and
the l'My the place was raided in mid-mor.ning by gowned sem1narists 
drinking a glass of milk and munchinP. a cruller v1as proof enough 
that u r,ood many students had slept throu.:h the breakfast period. 
·•• Lectures were over at one. Evensonf was chanted before sup
per, but aeain attendance was optional. If you had spent the
c.ftornoon c.t Yc.nkee stadium, you probably missed it.

, 

._ 



Your punishment for missine supper was that you had to go out 
unct buy yourself a moal or go hun5ry ••• Did you spend the evenine
ir1 study', Very 1 ike 1.y, for you hud to pass your course o But
by tun you were �eary of books end there was Mary's on Eighth
av1�uc where they sarv�J the best �elsh rarebit in the nation's
me t.:opolis and old rt111sty ale in pev,ter mugs. So it mieht be
mien-LL.ht or lc.t<:1' before you turnod in."

Two quest i.ons fc_ llor, 1 ·.vhut is our Luthor ..... n attitude town.rd 
scmlnary disci�linc? How cucht such discipline be effected? 

The c.nswcr to the first question must be found in the princi?le 
of cvc.n,c1cl::.cc.l frci:�clom. This ruts the whole matter of discipline 
i:nrnodi -it.,:·:.y on the hi[ best possible level. Our conduct must 
d0"90nd u 1 \:,ima.tC;ly upcn cur relation to Je::sus Christ through our 
hcn�in� nf the Gospel, and so much the more since we have been 
c�.llcd c.J 00 to prc,.ch thut Gospel. Freedom is inherent in the 
Goupel--n�t tho frccCom of unrecenorate license, but the Freedom 
w�orew1th Chrtst has set us fruc. St. Paul, who well understood 
cvv.nr e lie :1 freedom,. wrote, "Tho love of Christ constrains me. 11 

Evri.ni el:i.r:,.l freedom, revived by Luther and v2.lucd by us, as the 
;:,rincip:;_e f t�isc i9line cun be no less than the love of Christ 
c nstrnininr.; us! 

But nll the undorst�nding and nppreci�tion of our ev�n�elical 
freedom th�t v,c c:�n muster is not a substitut-3 for discipline. 
Ei'fc.cting dL,c iplino in our lives is indeed n step further: it 
is ev-ncelicLl fr1Jt:dom in action. St. Paul in his dc..y drew r. 
lees on from the Gt'cck Ge.mos: 11 And every man that stri voth in the 
.:r.mos ox13rcL.,cth se:lf-control in r:.11 thin�·s." Martin Luther, 
frc�h from :inr.1.:.n monasticism would quickly say to us, ''Youn: men, 
with the Gospt.l ,,hich you have t0 preach your discipline must 
. o beyond th.:-.t ..;f the mon.,;.sterius of Rome!" Our forefathers, 
scholn.rs and lcadc.rs in sc ionce .. nd industry, challe:n3c us to 
no Joss self-�iscirlinc and sacrifice for the sake of the s,irit
un.l Kingdom. Our clu.ssr!1£ttcs in hi, h schcol end collc t. ·e, stripped 
of pt.rsona.l t'.mbi t ions c:,nd rci_ imentcd frcm dt>.wn to dawn arain in 
camps and on bc&chhoads for � lesser c-use th&n ours have f&ith 
thut we: a.re turninL our privilege to goodJ

In n word, we ure here to work: Eva�:clical freedom in terms 
Jf seminary �iscipline meansunitcd �erk out of lcve to Christ 
and ZCt.l for the Kinr,·dom of Godl We dare n ,t continue as bo£>.tinG 
the uir ! 
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