


The busy da� had come to an end and the people aad withdrawn to the s�elt;r of.the1,r homes, leaving the little ton� of Bethlehem 1.1re.·rrped 1n  tno chiJ.1�, nush of ni.o-ht. Here and t'1ere i · , t d hi 
O • , a 1nge ring merc.1.an ma e s r!ay home•·ard or a late traveller -nlodd d h' t. 1 t' • '" . r- e is weary na •
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1
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a ong .10 Cj_uie v streets and va1nl y sought s11el ter in the torm, s sma innc 

The innkeeper stood in �is doorway listening in the quiet of 
t:1e evening, and tellins all those who e.skcd that ho had no more rooms 
His inn ,·,as filled to capacity, and ovon though :1e nould liked to have 

c 

ta}:�n them in for tno ni �ilt, h o  ,,as f creed to turn them m7ay c Ho was 
l?sine a lot of mono:, t'1at \'lay, he t�1ought grcodilyc But then t1o 
s,1rugce d; ho ,10.s ma'dnr; enough , .. i th all his rooms full. 

i1� r-;: clo 
O:J.l)U{.;h 

Tho streets ncro deserted nor,, and there rmre no sounds to be 
It ,·,as gcttinr.; late and ho shivered v:ith th0 cold c r!o stopped 

ancl closed tho door behind him, tl".ankful that ho was luc'.cy 
to have some ;laco to got in out of tho night c 

As tho innkeeper narmod himself before tao dying embers of 
t�1c fire, another man lay shivering in the stable that stood behind the 
innc Eut Reuben Is shi vcrint; Y1as not due entirely to tho cold; it \Vas 
also c�:uscd by fri;;ht and by pain. His right hand tightened its 
.�;rasp on the dag,'?;cr ho held, ,,hilo his oth,:,r hand clutched at the blood­
souked spot on his jo.ckct. Tho deep \,ound in his chest nas paining 
te"!'ri bJ y and 'ho •,1as •;,ca,;, from loss of blood, but he ground his teeth 
and promised himself that he r,ouldn I t die r,i thout a fightc His breathing 
'72.s slon und tonse as he hoard thorn searching for him in the stable; 
once, u couple of them cmno close to his hiding place behind the parti­
tion end he steeled himself to leap erect and meet them, but they uasscd 
by 1

•
1i th out seeing him c They drcn farther and f arthcr a1·1ay until at last 

they gave up tho search end filed out tho doot', and as their voices 
rocooded in the darkness, Reuben dr,·m a long sigh of relief, 

Thun, follo•··ing thu first flood of relief at his narrow escape, 
t�orc came the roulization of the gravJnoss of his predicament. Hore 
h0 ,·,:,.s, •··oundocl. , ,•,0alc, unable to travel, ... i thout food or fri:mds, and 
hu;1tcd b�• tl10 0ntiro countryside, It TTas nothing no•,, to Re1.1bon to bo 
hunted by 0nomios end to b� , .. ithout food or frionds c Ind0od, ho had 
n0vcr had any friendr,, nor scarcol�, un? mon0r or food cxce··:>t that 
'7flich he stole. �or forty yea.rs, ever since ho aa.d boon D. bo?, ho ho.d 
bo0n stealing practicu.l ly 0v0rything ho had ever ho.de Ho had been. 
hunted before by his cmi:;ry victims, but he had al• .. eys me.na,z;ed to kill 
them before they could kill him, or, if tl1crc had b,1cn too many of them, 
}1.J �1ud cleverly sllppeci o..\·•uy in tr.c d,.r·moss. The :na.ny y1ars ?f 
pro.ctico had made }1im oxceodin6ly cunning, ,.ma ho had. l�ft bJhrnd him 
t:1rouehout n.11 Judaoa u lont; trail of victims, both 11 ving ru1a. dead, 

:aut nou, for tho first timo, he ,.,o.s at o. loss to 1cno··r ,1ho.t to 
do, He nns pounded this time' seriously; ho nus ,·;.)ck �nd could not 

:10 truvc 1 o.nd it rrould take n long time for t�1c 1:ound to .1calc And �ot 
could not stay r':ioro ho , . .,o.s for ho lcnor1 tho.t 1;1h0n daylight crone his " '. h h for him What could ho do? enemies •·•ould begin o. morJ t.10roug seo.rc • 
'.7'.aure could he hide? Wa.s ho tra:ppcd, finally? 



I 
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Then, abruptly, the panic left him and in its µlace was a burnint;.'. �ngcr una. resentment to1 -rard the girl, He failed to realize that it i1c1.a. been nts fr.ult c.!l'lcl n0t :1ers; after all 1· f "h ,._ d , t d.. , .,e . an scroBJno .�1 s -our su..,rs r:oulc'l':1 1 t :1v.ve found. him -.r..1ut wus : or name? 3:J strup;rled to renernbcr 0'1t r;uvo it U'); it didn't mo.ttor an',.,a . 
s:10 --is beautiful end t':ut nc.s all t".1at Reuben r:o.o. :1v.d to .rn;,,. Y 

Ye had socr, boc'.utiful ;irls bef,..,rc - manr boc11tiful <>nos 
tho.t }·N' fo.nci�,:--tcc1 ·11·�, but ':, ... , �1r:...d never ·"ct ono 11:{c t:-iis one, �r0, 
'7'men ,·,ere not.un;; no., to Roubon, out t:1is one :1:,0 been so ciff'Jront. 
T11at n. s r.1h�r i1e !!ad c0cidocl ho must :11J.v-'.' :1,�r; vftor all, :1c tho�ht 
�10 �·1t.t successful 1�, she. :en of: r::i.s nurs\10:cs D.nd coule. 1..fford to waste 
"· li ttlc time, 3ut sr,e hef foue;;1t lik,1 n cornor::id t•.nimal; Reuben· 
;ingcrJ.v felt the long 6ushcs on his chocks, bas'hJs mo.cl.c by her 
fin.&;ernails, And t'�en s�o hc:.d scroamod, und t:.10.t ·:c.s what hc.d brougr..t 
his enemies do•:•n u-pon hfri a.,:-;ain, c.11 the ungrJ', vcn:;cful motlo;y cron 
of -;')ODsunts ,·,ho ,:ere out to avenge tho murder of. 0::0 of their brot:1crs 
t:� •.t i ftcrfloon, And tney ho.d almost cnug'ht hill', too, Ee had manu,-;cd 
to �<'t a·•ay in the doo-pcning tTiili�ht, but not before on0 of them hnd 
;i v,,r. l:in; this ugl�r •··ound., 

Yos, it '"'D.s all tho 6irl1s fault; if she b.e.d not scrccJUod 
i::.nd. brou :1t them ao···n on M.�1, Le \70uld no•·1 be meJlY miles from hcN, 
on i'ds ,·ry to som0 disto.nt city \"/hor0 he could scl'0ly ma'co use of the 
bl'..: ftill of mono,, he r..ud. netted from r.is uftornoon 1 s ··ork, 3ut no--•, 
0:1 1�ccount of · er, .1.:- n: .. s trapped in tMs foul-smelling st�blc, ·.r.1ut 
•;ro,s �JC to c10? 

The coldness of the ni6ht flor.tod in uuon him through the 
cr ... c1 ·ri in tho rude s:101 tor, tind b.' unroll :d the blo.n'.<:ct b0sidc 'him 
u.nd s1)r<)Nl it over '�1ms:1l.f, !t ,--::i.s a fine blnn1cot; t'.1e o--mor had 
;)roo<'.''lY bo0n very cnr(r·, 1··:1cn ho foune. it y•o.s missin·�, Reuben ·oulbd 
it closc t>.round �1is s�-;culd1'rs r.ncl lc,y still, For a long time :r: •:,us 
1notionl�s8, tryint; to t�1in1.c of son:: "'FJ..t out of his ')rodicrunont, 

Fino.llr ho s�\t U-f), r01lod u-p bis blun':ot c.:c.in, -?nd st::-.rtcd 
to err,··l to,-· .... rd t:1�) door, P.c fol t :10..,.,--··,h· .t stronr,•:J:' no•·· enc ··:as 
d::isy.,crD.toly roin� to tr:.· t� rn·,.k:� his m.i,y o. fr•-- mi10s o.•--c.�1 from t:iis 
plt�co. :;·o··,, •·•hilc it •·•c.G 3till dr.r\:, :'le mi5i:t b::i cblo to elude �1is 
onomics, 

�!o rc:-..c�1ccl the door npd nt·.rt(id to st:·.ncl ul'.l, t:1cn s-:nk back: 
u ·c.in to :1is knees us t' ,, dc.r':n.:ins soe·�ed to sr·im :·.rounr ;:.i.m in circles, 
·10 \"ll'O not v.s stron� as he hn.<1 thought, 3ut t:10 r.1;,.lizi:•.tion on1,, 
drove him to furthe r efforts and l:o forc.,d hbs\11f to stand ,,roct in 
tho oy,..,n c oor?c,;J, loon in•; c. ·n.inst tile pr,l l for I..'. moment to stc2iy 
hims lf 

Then suddenly he lifted his '100.d ond listened, ¥.ad �10 her.rd 
v0ic,s? Instinct told :1im to run, but his lJgs refused to obo;,. 
Aroune t�.c corr.er of tho sk.ble there Cl'.J'lla a �-rou:J of pooplo, ono 0f 

' · t · t no,·•· frn"'tica.11,· he dove bu.ck t.1cm er rryJ.nf a torch, lfo 1mc o run , • , """' .i , 

into the stnblo vnd crunlad a fen feet from t:10 cloor ,.,heru ho collo.psod 
in n � c:•.yi behind the pc..rti tion. Ho could hoc.r tho people entering th� 
door 00: ind b.im, L'lld 'bis bre�th come in heaving e;a.sps as ho \7c,tcr:.Jd t;1ern 

t'.1rOUG�! ['. lmot-holG in tho µo.rti tiOnc 



His  first  tho�ht hv.d boon thnt it 
b , f 

.... •·•o..s somo of :1i s  cncmi-3s coming o.c < o r  .�:io t!'lor so· .rch • 1 t:1 u l iPht ..... t -. · i 
t t . , 

._,i , vu ,1s rn na ·-e s ( u1c -1,, 
")U c. cc.so on tnct c.�ccotmt .  One of tl c "'l"n ,,0 r"co - • .3 • t-. -� " . . ... ... t ·-" ' r  bi . . , , '- . V r-n l ZOu o.s no 
to'-T). r OJ. •• u :11.;,.r . 1n;1 ·:·.1om no ..:'!£>.d su,·m oo.rlkr in th ... • .,. 
" "  · . •  c' n• .:i ,  �- i .-, "' t • )  i . C CV-.;n l n .>  ..S 
,.., . · .  -'''-' . .  .., ., u.rno . n- •··a.y into t · ,  stn�-.10 T· · t· 

] 
. ••'-' .... v c 110 o .1cr m"n ... ..,s " 

trv.vc .L' r , n "l')"'c.sv.n t junging from ;:is clothi n ·· d ,- · t· • . .... '
· 

..
. 

• 1• b • 1 ,  h '  . ,., , - -., , £>.n 1 .1 tum ,;rc.s o. 
\70l\,, •• , �ro l'.0 , l G  '-:l l 1) ,  T.�c \-roman n.P'"' -~rod to b"" i , f' 

. 

, , d . a . . <- ,.,� ..  .., B c.c ,  .. or lJr 
�mu ou.n 

_ 
-�l'.. n1? v..rm ·�round ::or c.nd 'i!l.'.s hcbing !1or to i,;o.l'�. :-:u lJd 

.1,H to• ·Lrd. e. p 1 ] 0 of strr.'·· 1.nd :1cl'potl. i�<• r to lie clo•· i' t" · ,  
) a d , 

. '!l , ,.n. 1.cn . . or 
O�70 S  C o so C1 81 0 mO�::!d slig}:tly in po.in ,  

'!1h0 •n:--n tool� t1:o li <·'•t d tt d i t' ' .. r.n mu ('ro ;_ s 11l'.n.-:s , c.nd t�1cn 
turnc t o  '• j s • ·if 1 .  R('ubcr. .. , .. _t,ctod the innl«-::,per lor.v� o.nd t�10:1 rolc.xcd 
on t' .o str,-:·· '"i t:1 c. si "';1. l1rc m�.n end t:,e • ·oinr.n,  Coulc, :10 ;�ct to 
t.:.� c· oor l nc'I. sl ip out .. ,i t!1out b'1inp; notic..)d? C ·r,")fu11�·, 1:c m0ri.surcd 
t'xi c: i s to..nco , ..--.nc1 ··•:,.s s tC'.rtlcd to scJ thLt th0 d oor c.ppc : r,"ld to bo 
;,1'1 t l �• re volving a fo··, foo t  bofr r,"l :' is eye s ,  T>,�r: tLo . .  hol0 building 
SO•:J!'1oc'l to to2.-c�"l up tho rnott on ; l� d.nl l buY.zinP; s ·)undcd in r is 0c.rs , .:md 
:10 ::'el l  l imn l�· bl'.c!� on t:10 str,:·· r.s � "�.vc of 0 ·.r'-n..; ss s·--0-ot ov.Jr :1im, 

;-o-·· J. on,:.; ho lLid  t:,0 r,} ho ···oula n · vJ:.· ::1 .v0 'boon t'.bl0 t0 tell ,  
At ·· i :·n t , t:10 r 1  ,. .�.s not:1in � ;  focn , ;-r.�ur.llr, ::,� t:1ought no b,):;:-n to  
�.r �rn, ::,"l sc.: 111,�d t0 be s "rn.:- ·--:·. ) r,: "i',"'?' '  t:·. "rv ···cr:i mc.ry p.;o?l..; ; t'.-:oro .. .,.s L · ur: o f  voices ;·n-J throu=� :  it t::0rJ rnrsist mtlr cut t1·.0 ... ;.'.il of 
:i. b:-.b;:, "iv:: vo ices c.nd t·:\: sounP- ::: roso i n  volumJ but the --D..il continue d ;  
t:10:-: � v,) r�•t::in •: (1l sc ,)",{CCPt t:;t:t d iva ;.'.-c.:: to :-. lo-· rnurmur, 

Rt1ub,"'n sr.00:1: ::in .. o�.r .•�nd put r. is ::r.r.ds to :.is 0r rs in 1)rotcst ,  
T:1on i .c O ,1,:n,) d  '1i s  cy0s end roc.lizcd ":!Cr0 ::o ···::,,s, In l'. brief insto.n t 
:10 r'- n,, rib, r.:-ic cv0 ryt:1i:n;; , t'.10 mc.n , t�10 ':'Om�11 , o.nd - - t::c •·•cil of t:10 
bn.b;v s t i l.1 p.) rs i s tcd.  Fumbl in •; in th,' somi� ~.r'cn-::as , � .. o m�ao :.is ·--'),:,-
to t:.c \:not-:�o lJ c. ·a.in �.nc. 1�-- r,�d t!·.roughc �-J ·: oman ,-·.s still lying 
on ti.� b,'d of ri trc-.•·· ; b�'sid-l 1.,!r sr.t ti.J mc.n, numbly Gtrrin�: Pt t:10 • ,c.1 1  
i n  fron t o f  him ; m�a nv ,.r t�wq , in one of tho no.n&crs , 1.::-.y r:. t iny bnby, 

Roubo•1 100 ::0d ".t t!:cr:\ for o. long t ine , nc.rticul:.:.rly v.t t:10 
oo.o:· , rnd t .10i1 sD.n�;: br.c!c � ·:dn or. t:10 s tr::-:-. i'J1:-.t ···c.s l.o going to do? 
r!o tri0d to cover ::i s  .Jr.rs : .nd dro•--r. out t:·.0 disturbln-; ·· nils of the 
b!'..O" t:,c.t :10 mi,·�ht t:1in';: more cl:1c.rlr, H0 .-•n.s not c.blo to trf!vol ; :10 
:1,:.d convinc.Jd :dms, 'lf of t:1ct no-·. . .0rely r;o ing to tl�c door end be.ck 
'1-�d CE".USJ d : im to f c..ir. t ;  :· . .J •··0uld :ll.'VC to s tc..y ··•hero he •··o.s • 



of the others ·:• ould convince them that ho wnsn I t here, 

T'1o bt'.by r•D.s quie t no,·,, o.nd Reuben raised himself to tho ��not­:1?lc to loo·� out D.,Sc".in, His eyes focussed on the infant in the man'!O r u.1O \"t.s r·twrn� u tir.y fist in the t'.ir, Reuben looknd ... t t"I,,. 11 cf, t. t t .::i • h • . 
u c.. 110 smo.. ace 

.1f', ] : -r n u:n
1

::h•. 1n
T 

1� d1roction c:.nd •··hich suddenly bro.cc into u ;11rc . in:-; S1"1 1 o • he 00.by seemed to be look in, ri.c.·!1 t at hi··· ''"'d fr 
✓•• f '!1 , · h '" u ... , c.,u om .: :l :·c� ? , r.O1 t .o lo•··o:�� :1i s hcud. Sr!iftly, Thon :10 smilorl .. t his own fo0l rn ,'?osn, £'.ncl, :cc.llz�n� thc.t he hac1 smiled, !'lo smiled r.�;c.in, That ,.,..,.s -prooi:-.bly t:10 first tim� he he.a smiLld in thirty yoc.rs , 

T:1irt�• yo,"..rs J Eis thout:'hts ncnt bc.c.1.: to the dc.ys loner Dl!.O , 
�is fr.tl1er - - no, ho ,-ouldn I t t!lin)c c.bout his fo,t111J r ; tha L1ss -"·10 ° 
ro, -:err.be red of h j_m t:io bettor it ···oulc1 bo, His mother - - it :1r...i .  boon 

D, 1.onf: tir,ic n i . ncc he !1:.1c1 t;1ow�ht of �1er, In the yo�rs rfto r s'hJ !�ad 
dio:' re htd thought of her oft..:m , •··ith v, lonely, empt? fc-'.'lin3, �,en 
L1u &·.d begun to  live this ho.rd life c.nd �10 112.d thou�r.t of !10r less 
and los s often,  s;10 ::u1 been r. good moth0r ; ,:!1l'..t t·n'..s it  s�1c ha.rl c..h·e.ys 

told i�im7 11 :Ee e:. goo d boy, Roubon, D..rld gro•- up to be a good mo.n; 
J0:1ovf'.h 1 i�rn s good. boys and good men, but ho doosn I t like bud on0 s < 11 

He stirred rP,tl:er unol'.sily, though i1C could sct.rcoly h.:we 
told ··hy. p,-.rhcps it \7C.s e, sr1c.ll sp�rk of :.i s conscience t1·\0.t ho.d 
r0r,1t-.incd al ive throu �h the ye.:.rs, Gro•-- up to bo a good mc..n, ·,r.1at 
,·•a:, l'. eood mo.n, o,ny,·,uy? ilhr.t0vor it i7�s, he •··c..s ro:..sono.bly certain 

:10 r-usn I t i t, o.nd for soma rco.son t'.:o t�10ue'ht mr.d.o him un0r.sy, Ho 
trfod to rocc.11 somet:-,ing 0lsc l1is mot1wr hed told him D.nd ·•:1ich ho 
h'..'.c� not thoug:1t o.bout for r.-tl'.n�, many yo:-.rs . Jehovalh likes good boys 

and gooa men; Jehovah - - it '7l'.S som0thini;; r.bout Jehovah. Ah, that 
•,ns it .  Jollo vc..fu elm sec cv,;rything you do  end somcdc.y - - , Reuben 

shoal': his hol'.d c.ngrily t.nd forced tho thou�ht from hi s mind, :'ihy 
s:1ould. he romcmbor sucl1 nonsense after c.11 thJse yoD.rs7 

He l·1Qcrd some sounds from tho other sido of the purti tion 
o.ne. rn.isod '1i self to lon1

.{ out, The m'.".n ..-,::..s sitting beside hi s ;;ifo 
cnd unvrrr:p-pinG P. sma.11 P�'-rccl. Reuben sr.�· thc..t it 1-D.s o. pc,c1w.eo of 
fooa 1.. .nd "•i t:1 tho roo.lizn.tion he stifled 2. lor, moan, Fooa J :lv had 
n'">t op  ten ci.nything since ec.rly mornin& c.nd it TTas noTT past the middle 
of t:"i.o n i ght . Ire • · · :,.s so !mn.-ry thc,t his stomach r.chod c.nd noM the 
si.:;ht of food ulmost a rove him to a frenzy, It rrouldn I t do to sho\7 
hiMsclf, but ·- - , nis oyos no.rronod r.-,s he survc�1cd the pl'.ir before 
�1im, Tho TTOmen uc.s sic>: c.nd •,o.tlc r..nd t'!1e ml'.n hnd his bnck turned 
to, ·;�rd hiJll, A fe•:• quic':: stops from the end of the n�.rti tion rould 
bo ell he ,·,oul d  nood to ror.ch thorn, His hl:'1ld closed on the :ir.ndlc of 
:1is knife ::;nd !-J.e sk.rtcd to sto.nd up, Thon, -�bruptly, ho, �topp-Jd, 
.:'.:1d returned to the ltnot-holo c.s l'.nothor tl1ou3ht cruno to nm, The 
b.1by ; r:hc-.t , .. ould bocomo of tho br.by if ho should 1.cill the p�.ron t s 7  

Ago.in ho loo1cod !'.t t:1e tiny fi.:;uro in the mc.ngcr ; he , .. 0.s nsloop now, 
but there .,-;0. s  s t ill l'. hc.li -smilc on the li ttlc fr.cc . For e long t�m0 
.acubcn loo,ccd 'lt tll·.t li ttJ. ., fr.cc, und then he slo• .. ly sut o.o· ·-n �r.in , 
:Io looked v.t the pc.rents c.ei>.in r.nd so.r: tho..t t'!10 food r•c.s r.l�ost go:1e : 
t:1oro r,c.sn I t  onou.,-�J-, lvft no··· to b-, •··ort:1 it, �10 tolcl himsol .. , Md no 
si -�:1od quc0rly c..s tho l·•.st bi to diso.ppol:l'Od, 



Reuben felt tired D.nd 
··•i t:h tho rollod-un bll'.n�<:c t 

suddenly very old, Ho lay under his ;10 --.d l'.nd did not move n v0icc from beyond t:10 p£1.rti tion, 

dorm o.go.in 
for n long t imc . Fi nP.1 1 •r ho r:.o ".rd 

"11:10 
"'1".n 
,:;ot 

11 Jo scph , i t  I s very cold ,  tt 

\ii t;1 <'n effort , Reuben t:\:;D.in r!'.i sod himsc lf t o  the holo be.by •··:'.S s t i l l  a.sloop bu.t rn.s no1·• bing in its  th r • Th , .. "' <> t " l l  .., · t t i  , " mo . or s o.rrns. l o  
l' " • .., 1 ..,1 �e t ·. ro lookin� r.t tbcrn, As tho \70mo.n spo!cc ho 

t o  , i s  fo o t  r:-.t..1c r unccrtl'.inly, 
' 

11 rrh · 1 

1 
- ·  c . in�Kccpor scdd sor10onc mi:;nt hr.vo left a blc.nl<e t l"ing 

:-.rounc , 11 .10 so.10 1n L'. hopeful tone . 

Reuben could hcnr him lookin � around tho s tcblo but ho found 
n0thir.:: r.nd in  u fe,··· mononts he Cl'Jf\O br.ck, 

11: 'c.ybc the inn�co.·pcr nr.s some thing. I 1 11 soc . 11 

Before Josoph e ven took tho first stop to· ·r.rd. t:i.o door, 
1cubcn !-:no•:r :·10 ··•ouldn I t find v.nything. All tho innkc0pcr I s  rooms 
-;ore full i he hc.d mo.ny guests  o.nd all his blun,ccts nould be in use . 
!m.·t::cnnorc , i t  ,:.:'.s no•·· very l:.tc .. nd uftor being ::.:n·;concd f'.t this 
.,'1ur he ··ould not  b,) sufficiently syr.1pr.tho tic to nw2cc a very \1holc­
:1oc.rtcd sor.rch. 

All tl:is  Roubon 1:nc.., in o.n insto.nt,, iio fcl t s orry for the 
-ocoplc , -pc.r t i culc.rly for tho bl�b:, ; it r·c.s so little end s o  helple s s ,  
T11,.m ho a i d  s om0 t:1 in;; \··' :ic. oven he could not h<'.V0 oxpldn,1 a .  Ho 
1 i c:�c d up hi s blnn!co t ·;1i c�1 :.J he.cl oo�n us in.� o.s c. :Jillov· and l ifted 
:1i s  c.m to tr.ro·:· it tor;,'.rd th0 door, rfo :10s i tc.tod for u mom::rnt , c.s 
.1no t!'lcr thou�:1t occurrod to hirr. , Tho se pcoplo o":>viously dic1. not :10.vc 
vmc:: mono:· .  $T"•iftly ho pullod the fl'.t l i ttlo bl'.g from bis pocket o.nd 
s tuffocl i t  bo t•"'ocr. t�e folds of the blD.nko t .  All t�1is took but n.n 
i:-ii, tv.r t ;  then ho tosscc1 tho bl ".nkot tor,o.rd tho door •·:hero it  fell in  
t:10 scmi-n ...... r1:n�1 s s .  t7c".ri lv, !10 l=.y dor'll £\�c.in , dimly conscious of 
t'1c cxcll'mc.tions of the r,c� v.s ho pic1ccd up t'he blanke t c.nd :iurriod 
b['.cl: to the •.-.omr.n p.nd. the be.by r:i t�1 it.  T:1oy 1.-or.:i snyin� somo t:1inf::, 
but Reuben � � s  too t irod to li sten. 

It mus t  hcvo been a long ti.Mo - it  socmod like h'.)urs - before 
�c bc cc-r�c con s c i ous of his surroundings agnin. Ho listonod nnd :1eo.rd 
m".ny vo i ce s ,  ·,7c ro they coming ritcr 1:i!'l l'{;V.in , before i t  ,..cs even 
li,�::t ?  iic ro. iscd ::imself cmd looked out. Thero :roro r'lor0 non in the 
s tt1.blc ; 1�0 c ,.,uld sec throe.  Their  clotl:in.� v.nr, their long stc.vos 
told 1:im t:1v,t thoy ,;•ere shophJrds. Th".t ·:·e.s good ;  t:ioy ···ore not sec.rching 
for hirt then . But ·.-hc t r:crv they d,,ing there ; po rhv.ps tr.oy MO.:'.?lt some 
:1�rm t o  tho bo.by? T:1o thou·;ht no.d0 Roubon suddenly t.:>rov: tense , �s ho 
roo.lizod  t11c.t tho p·,ronts hc.d no \"-'O.Y of put ting up o. dofonsc Md t:10.t 
110 i,T.s tho ohl v one ;;h0 hc.d u ,•cc.pon. Hi s ho..nd closed  on th3 knifv 
!lO.ndlc UGO.in , o.t t�c so.mo t imo tht'.t :ic dimly rrondorcd ,..h'.•.t ho 0xpoctod 
t0 do in his  �-,0��oncd condi ti :m. Ho didn ' t  1mo1·: , but he folt thut ho 

muo t do soma thing, 



Thon ho relv.xod his l1('\ld on the 1-nif" a.nd · ·1 id · · •" '"' .. s cy0s .. .. on ... d as l10 Pi tnossod u strange th ing. Tho s:1cphcrds suddon1,· e;ot 00,.:n on �hci 1.rncos b,,forc t:1c baby us if they rrc re •··orsh ipuin-"' M� R ·, · t d 
r 

·-n t t1 · t h 
., · • cuocn s o.ro , .1:1u. n . s  .ns s r.:�ge t in,:; thc.t �-:t•.s to.:.cin�· pl··c" •0 •f"re h · ? -- f lt • 0 '•• .,; ..., 'I ,..Jl"'\ 1..J .� as if ::c could :,crdly believe l:is eyes �ut t'"on 1-0 •••n s ... 

· ., 

• 
r ., •• • , • � vcn "10re sur;n·1s0 [',.,n c)  s to.rtlod ,  T1:0 shcp:1crds ···ere tn.' •in.,. 0ut ,,.i.,.to .., rl 

t . tl t t '  b _, · ... '--n · -pro sen 1ne;; 1cm o ;10 r ... by, :-:e coulcln I t q_ui to s00 •·•hr.t the�, •··ore , t leas t  not 2.1 1 of them, but he <lid c-.�tch r. glimpse of ~old, G0lo.J 
c. 

Gifts t0  .-.. bab�•J ·.;h,::,t die. it  moun? 
6 

Reuben fol t he munt be drooming. :�o le.:' a orrn �.:;£'..in ['..nd .. ,c.i tee . 
Perhaps ,·,h0n :10 looked UJ[l.in foe r:1 ,1ould be just the mnn, th.) • :,oml'..-.1 , 
,,�d tho ?�b�, , . But even o.s :.c lo.y th,Jru dt� that mc.d. thou;sht running 
t,1rour1: ulS mind ho 1:nc· · • th, t .. . ould. n0t be , fo:.- �o could still nor.r the 
lo�: mumur of tl1cir voices, Tl:oy \7ur'.') tt.lking very softly c.nd indistinctly 
o.lmost r·i t:1 n tone of vx,e �nd rovorcnco, ho thougl.t, He could not heo.r 

' 

all t:�t'.t ·· ·.:�s st1id ,  but 1-.o dia . ce,tch pc.rt of it,  

c:1oruo 
-non , 11 

11 Ange 1 s, 11 one- of t:10 shep�1e rds TTUS sr.ying, 11 Angc-1 s - hoa venly 
glory to  God in the highest - on or,rth , pcaco , good ··ill o.mon3 

',7i th n sto.rt, Reuben suddonly rco.lizccl tho.t :1is mind �m.d boon 
--r".ntkrin--'< anc.'I thnt he harl le.id t:'1crc in a semi-conscious sto.tc for 

som� time, All '"O.s c;_uiot  in fao sto.bfo no•·· and •--;1on he raised himself 
• :,i t 1 L r;rcnt effo r t ,  ho S[l.,· thr.t the s'1ephc rds hl'.d. 6one. Tho 1.1oman 
··,as c.sl0op , ,·, ith tho mc1n si t ting non.r lier , v.nd he ulso tms e.slo0p. T;10 
be.by ·1--0.s s tiJ .l lying in its rnoth0r 1 s ,'.'.rms but it ,c.s r'ido c.•:·r.�co v.nd 
·.1 :'.a i ts 0y.Js \··idc opon,  l'.11d £'.gt.in scorned to be lo0!dng diroctly 0-t 
Reuben , Tl10 t:;,10-ug:·_t ,·,as unnerving, sor.10�10•:·, o.nd tho -:oundod rnv..n lo.y 
do• . '!l  L, ·c.in so  ; ,o could not soo .  

E:o•·· l ong h ,,,d i t  boon since the shcpherc1.s ho.a l��ft , 110 �-·')ndercd? 
:1,} ···i sb�cl h,) h.r�cl :::1 rd n0rc of 1•

1h!'.t th:)y :1 . c.. av.id ; . lL?bC �10 .-·ould hn.vo 
boon t 1:-10 to le, .rn sor10tl1 in€; o� ·hn.t they 'v:·.d be 1n tel!:in , :--bout . As 
i t  r:r.s, h,) hnd :1c:  .rd onl:/ l'. mur::blin,; o � · · ·ords , just ,"1n0w;>. t0 c--,nfusc 
hil'l ell the more, 

'.i>o. t  �-:r. s it !10 �1c..0. :1cc.1·d thcr.1 sc.y? "An·�cls - !100.vonly 
chorun, "  7;:1c.t on 0 - �·t.:. did t:;at r.0on? ·11c.t c.bout r>.nt;;cls? ·.-::1 ... t �-::ind 
')f o. •. o1 vonl:y c;.orus? . :1.·. t n0r.s<'ns0 , ... s t!1is ,  cny-··c.?? 11 G�0rJ to 3-od 
in tl-,n ' 1· ·'1 n s t  _ 0'1 .. .  rt'- ·oo �.c0 .;:')ocl . ..  :ill CJ10n �- n0n. 11 T:1,'.:'.t m�v • ·", .. , ... u � j \ � "' ' � , � .. 

:.bout I s P.'Uch sen no us t:10 r0st of it , ['..Ild ?Ct -. - end �,0t. ,-,h;.t? :Ic 
co 1·tD.inl . 0 idn r t  und :rst[!.!lc1. \·•�: .t it mc:;,.nt, but t,:ci .-•ords did .�o.vo o. 
uoculi . .  / rhvt'1.�1 nnd ho found :1imsclf so.yin� them ovo r c.nd ovor to 
I c.. cJ '  u l , .  , t 
11ir1sclf . 11 Glory to God in t1:o highest; :;;lory to God in t ,10 .11 ;.10s i 
;lor;v to God in thu J-• • .i-ho st; �d on o , .rth ,  po�.co , ;;ood r:il� :•m��g men; 

:];')Qc)_ , . .  i 11 ['Jllong men; f;Ol)C ,·ill �mon·:; mon, 11 'F.1e ···ords Cl:'.rricd . 1s 
t l')ui:.),ts bc.c': c.e;c.in to ·:is r1othor D.nd the uDny thin,,;s she �c.d told hin 
so lonf. ::.f;O c Good ···ill E'mon.� men, Thr.t soomod to remind Lim of sor.10-

t'.1iH,:- · For c momont Lo coulcln r t  plo.cc it , then ml'ny mcmorios co.mo 

fln ': � b ,: i
. 

· ful rus'· On tho do.y th!'.t his sister hD.d been 
· oc..in � n.c.'- n o. pc.in ·· • · o tho.t day ho h,,d 

b2 :cn r.�d - no, he •··ould not thinlc of thnt c._:oin, _ n · .. ..-.. , 
run sob�)ing to : is mot�1or and l'.skod t"he q_u:)stion, n .n1y?" Sho ho.cl br".vcl� 



nipcd :·.er tee.rs o.nd hed told him u story a story of t"'i t' . . , som0 .1 ng ,w. t •,ms co rnr.; to na:ppcn som0dc..y, She ho.d said that a Grca. t Mo.n ,70uld couc r•:1O nould s top o.11 th0sc evil thin,·s Ho no.s -�oin t d t · f , • , ':, ' ,.:, g o cs roy 
t:1o sc onom1cs o t.:c1rs E�nd t11oy ,.,ould. li  vc in p0a.c-"' n"'d 'h .-. i , v <..u , ••• pp ncss, 

R,u�cn ht.� rcm:mb?rcd t�[,.t st')ry for a long time, Ho 'u,.d bo-:m onl? €·. l 1 t tlo ooy £.1, t.lo time , l)Ut he har t:1ou.ght of tr.at Great 
Mo..,1 n:,n;r ,

. mnny !_imos,: i t  :1e.c1 boon a sort of refuge frr:>m his trouble s  
a.11d r:a so r1e s .  .cmt t.1en e.s tho years \7ent by '!'le ri2.d grud.u.nllv started 
t 1 t. t ' II • .,. 7 II " 0 as-� i'lc c_uo s  10n,  . •  1cn e.nd r·hen thin;s still ,mnt 0·1 as t:i.cy 
had bcf o rn ,  t:10 s t0ry >an gro.ru'.::.lly boon forgotten, 

S t r.,1160 t110.t :1e snoul.cl. renombur it no,·, D.ftc r e.11 t:10 se 
y�.::.rs,  3ut :10 rcrvm'Jcr � d  i t  •·•on ; us l:c closed his eye s ,  \o could 
3vni· sc" h i s  !'lotho1· t<'llin ; it to 'l�im, "And •-,c .-.111 live in pc:ico and 
happine s s ,  11 1-!i s  ·,10t:'1nr d i sa.1)pOl red from bcf re his eyes uncl. ho seemed 
to r.0c- t!1c shcp�1� rc1 s P. [I.in,  11 ;.na on CD.rth, pQr.cc , �0od .-·ill ar10n,; men, 11 

Sudc� onl�• 'rt1ubcn ·--c.s c.fre.id ; :10 r'J ic1. nf)t '-:n0 ... cf .,..:1e.t , but �c 
·.1J.s c.:�rui C ,  .: ) , .. ns seized ···it·� u strv.ngc ur{;o , t'.1e c:'osiru to pray o.s 
·-ii s  � -,- t: 1-; r ::ud te.11.;-:;:·:.t :.1im s() lon ; c.,;o, lt, ::no·:· it  ·ms silly o.ncl very 
strt rt;,:' , but ho na<'l rlrop,c'ly don0 cn0u._.;:: ot:1Jr strnn_;.::: thin ,s thut 
r.i  �:-.t ; t:1i s y•.:,.s c0rto.inl!' a quee r  ni/1t i.n :1is life , !ic t 1lc. himself.  
1irst , :;1,' :10.r1 �10 si  tntod to .cill t··:o pcopl,-:: f0r s-;r:1.:) f1nr ; t':.10.t :1acl. boon 
bocc.'.Un�1 of t:10 bo.b�•, �!On 'l:0 hw:1 given thori :1is  blu.n1-::c t ox1d n0·1Jy; 
0,-,,1 t!·t.t :· ad b0 ::?n bo cc.usc of t:10 baby, to 0 ,  .And .,,,,.. :10 felt li'co 
,na.:rinl ·:t s t':is nlno oocv.us.::: Qf t:10 bo.by? ?J rhe;ps ; !l.,; -�u.sn I t qui t0 
sure . 

1-�o fol t u breath of co lc. , ni :;:.1t D.ir S'.7oop in on :1in und sn.TT 
t:1at n bn£�rd ,:o.s -nissin-:  fron t1:o '\7D.ll of tho stabl0 ,  rte :.,opod tht.t 
t�10 oub:; rtl1.S •· um undJ r ::is fino blanb:it.  T:-i0 bo.by ; it  r:as the bab? 
t:1.0.t :-.c.c' mr.,10 :1im d o  t!.0s0 ot:,or t!,in;;s , Jc.s it t�10 sar.io tiny infant 
t:12.t II<'' · rnc:10 :1.im ,-.. _-.nt to prv.y? T:1e t:10U,f;:1t s::.oc'ccd :tim ; ho , Reuben ,  
'7�.n tc d  t n  pruyJ !I,1 sr.il0d. c. l i ttle D.t r-.is fo0li shno s s , but :·.c could 
not lm\._--;�: off t:1e de sire .  ·;;i tl1 ,ho.t li ttlo rcMo.ino d of :1is fo.st-\-:o.nin.:; 
s tronr:t:1 , :1,::i cros sed his J·ands on his c:·10 st.  An odd thoU;Slit ro.n t:1roUGh 
:1i s  rrinc'l ; �1:1 s�rnuld :n0Jl if  he ,as ,;oin�� to pray, Then he shoo1:: his 
�1Jl'.d ; :·.o ·ns too t irc(1 �nd. ,·:oo.1-: ; :!'lo � .. oulc. h1:wo to pro.y the .,.,o.y :10 uc.s ,  

God,  I 
thl'.t I 

II 0:: 
['.F no t 
Dr not 

G0d , 11 t;:.c t:v,uf::1 ts come slo···ly o.nd ···ith difficulty, 11 0h 

o. t":O Od 1 :v.n . If �,ou s,:i.:: ovcryttin;:; '.10 do , t:1on �,ou knov, 
c. 5000 nun , 11 

lie �1o s i  t l'.tvc'I Mel fro·.-,,nvd as D. sounf cau£;:1t r.i s c�rs . ire 

soor•ct  to l!CC'.r r:us i c ,  strcn.:;e ...,usic,  unli'rn c.n�, that, 
he har over ho�.rd 

bo:orc , I t  ,··o.s us if nany voices .. ere sini:;inJ to.:;0 t11o r ,  meny beautiful 

voi ce s ,  

11 .And I should hr.vo bocn l' • .;;ood mM , t00� ��Y Mot:1or ·m.rnod 

S, ,, • d thnt "'0Invd£?." - SomcdD.y , 11 me r.;v.n�· , many �,,,: rs o...;o , .10 s ... 1 "" "' ., 

t"'. ev .-•ere c.· :cttin.r.: loud0r. He strained :1is  
The vl'licns  0-{�o.in : �1 .; - d 

sin1·�inG, but :-iJ could not undorst�n 
0 ,.rn to hour th0 ···ords tl:cy \'Tero � 
t:1cm, 



W,7hon that Somcda�, come s ,  oh God, ho.ve mercy on mc 1 "  
Ho could ulmost understD..nd rrhr.t the voices \':e re sc:i.yin �, but n0t (!Ui tc . Sl ()•· 1:, turnin:· :-:.is het,.il to·.·c..rd t�c r:.010 ..-,:�ere the c0ld o.ir s•,opt in upon }1im , he sr.-· t':nt it t:r.s beginninf to gro,1 1 i .;ht outside . ir.1J c::-PYP ni s t s  �-·e re risint; from t:1c fiolo s ,  c.na. tho s!::y in the oust :1ol. c. fl'.int rca. C"lo r. :-re sa··· t:11'.t there ucro no.r.y ncn in the yr�rd ; tl1oy ··ere GO.thc ri::1 -:::  fror:i rla.n�, l]irections and •.,ere pointinis v.nc. ta.llcing an�n:. t,.,_cr.1scl vc s .  The�' ·: e re _ :r.theri;-,:; t0 sc[,.rc' i  for him r'.:;c.in.  T:ioy ·,:0ulc1 ]::il l  hiM if tho;,' found ::ir, , but , strr.in:;cl�' . he �--o.s not DJ'Jgry o.t 

t:1or! c.nymorc . :T0 ,  he ..,r..s not even onGry at t:10 girl ,;-·ho had scrcv:med.  
I t  ::ct not  bo,:m l1c r fc.ul t ;  he !1c.cl bc0n ,-,r-:,nG, It ho.d been his fnult ;  
ovo ryt}·,int"; ·�v.s ::i s  fo,ult ,  

I:is  0yo s cl0scd and still he )�co.rd the voices singinG• T:1ey 
• ·ere t, o tt ing closer n')'.7 , vnd l ')udcr,  incrot.'.sin,- D.11 t:10 time in o. 
1:li : t�- , sr·ol l ini:,: chorus , end o.t last he could. :10.:-.r the , ... ords they norc 
si:1.:;in{;, 11 Gl o ry to God in tho hi5-l-i0st , l'ncl. on c.'.:.rt"i.1 , pence , ;�ood 
•:rill or.10nr, men ,  11 

S00t 1C.0 to 
Ei s hr.rd , tired face relaxed into e, h<'.PPY smile , 
ba ·· i th the mr.ny voice s ,  sinGinG ···itl:, t!1om, The 
o.nc1 t:10 ···ords they v:cN sinhinG bud come true . 

end then he 
GreD.t Ma.n 

. ' 10.c,. corr c, , 

-oOo-

11 Lool: for instance at tl1e story of t!1e fa"i : those 
scholars of t:!'le anc ient world , turninJ from the ir 
a. bs t ruso cn.l cul at ions and searc hin6 of the :1en von s 
bcauusc the�• saw a ne ·, star . ar.d driven to . see1.� ?-lon� 
fresh putJ10 for a clue to tho mys tery of llfo , .Th.at 
the�• founcl c.oo s ;.1ot r.eem a.t first n i_;ht v1l1at Y1e should 
n 01./ cal] , intol lo ctuc.11:,- satisfyin ;, 1 It was not a 
ri:wclation of t11e Co::ir:lic !:.ind , out a T)')Or litt_lc . 
frnr.ily party ; ;;o t thor/3 they ,,ere brou�"lt to t 1e ir 
l:noe s--be causl") , l i�-0 t'1c trul;r wise , t:i.c:r. 1e:o really 
';w•,·o1c-mindcd--bc-forc a li ttJ.c , l ivijl�; , i:;ro,nnr; 
L. ' 

, • ,,,.. re tl ' ,,,,..,,_ ,,t..,,o"t ·1an CUI! achieve on 1118 0\'111 !.v 11ne;, J;J.sU <A Ill ;.:, I • 
, 

capi tulatcs ,,-,fore th() uns ica-:abl?.. und m;c,rs�0�_iou\ 
sir.1plici ty of the methocl of God ;  .::..H l st?opin5 dow 
t o  us His svlf-disclosuro at the very nea.rt of l ife , 

Afte r '  all t"ilo s:1ep:1c rds got t:'.-:orc lon� before tho 
,:· · ·1· . and' even so , th0 animals •ire re already in 
•'-· ., ' II 

posit i on ,...,hen t:10 s:1op"i1orcl s arrived. 

-Zvclyn Underhil l ,  Tho School of Chari t:, 


