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Septua; esima Sunday snunds an ominous note in the cycle of the Church
Year. In the events of our ILord'!s life, e have lately left the ~hite
radiance of the mount of Transfiguration and begun that lonz descent
leading throush the vastelands of tiis vorld, the valley of the shadow
nf desth, and rising at length to anothier mount waick is Calvary. The
7aite 1ight of Epiphany is stained as it were; passing into a 3zlowing
3recrn it i1l presently assume the darlier siades of violet;and at last
the decvening tones will resolve intn the tlac of Good Friday, the
darl: nifkt preceding the radiance of Zaster.

This season of transition cormands our attention as e approach, tlough
fron afar, tihae Passion of Our Iord. There is but the slichtest —arning
—romote rumdlings of a forcboding Vesuvius—suigestions of disaster,
as th¢ opening bars of Bocthioven'!s Fifth Symphony; but sounds that will
zrow in volumec until at length we recognize thom to be the blows of a
hammer driving hard nails into a Cross.
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TES PAITE TIT2IX US

Zxceryts From Seninr assays

o cvarting from ‘tac usval form of comorshensive exanination,
tihe Seminéry Feculty «slzed the senisrs 9 vrite a vaner -7 some Four
t 1usend "N rds in waicen thep verc to

"(1) stete, with some fullress, ~hat Josus Christ means tn wou:
(2) shov anv your pers~nal “pith is relate® to tho Serioturcs
end to the church; and
(8) indicate 1o, as a minister of tao Gosnel, T u propase t9
cormunicate this faith to nthers.!

The ossay affarded an intercsting apoortunity to out into writ—
in; onc's »n idees and convictinns upan subjects that cmbrace tiac ~asle
2f ti.coloysicel traininge Beliovin. thet students wero carer to compare
thcir ideas »ith 2nc cnother, the staff 2f the Scminarian invited a num—
ber of cmtributions in the ray of cxcernts, voluntarily sclected by the
writers t.emsclvese The resvonsce vas cncruresing, and e are hoopy to
2ffer ~ur readers the fnlloving cuotatinns with ~ur hearty therts for

tiic -illin~ cooneratinn nf the classe It is apparent that the comansite
pict'uro acre~ith renresents gowething of o thenlnlicel patcli-work gquilte
Jo otterpt has been made tn effcct any transitien from pora 'ranh to par—
asroph, end nur rcaders arc left tn decide far themrselves ~hat part of
tac cuestinn the authors yore sccking to ansvere It shruld alsn be
statc@ with fairness Aue the inte writy of tho -riters, thot these cxcerpts,
being sammlinzs, dn nnt necessarily ronresent a tntal statoment of be-
liefe MNor arc thoy cxprossinns of an ~fficiel positinn of the Seminarye
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") Cheplain in the United Stotes Army t$01@ me that at R
noint in his sominary life he felt completely ircapable ~f oreecaing o-
nrtlier scrmone Peorolexitics end drubt left him nethinae to preac}'lc. Tae
°errfessor tn varnm o snilled nis story did net s~lve his pornlexitics -
but he @id zeop him in the ministrye dAnd t Tards ’..10 used to de Jjust
tant Tove bacome o -uiding ster in this Chanlein's life. "YOu may nnt
be arle to solve ell thingse « ¢ but Jou can resr.‘lve them ! = In ny
2wm life the pcrplcxitiés 0f the Christian Religion C}'op up azein and
a5aine « « the problem of sin and its s urcc, the provlem of God per—

mitting onc man to be doomed to hicll, the pnssivility of roligio‘x;obzirolg

man?s o n—gofonsc mechonism in o wishful tainkin; sort of m:’.ait. o
nas over answcred — no one cen ansrer — thoso problems specifically,

with finality. Still, the Christian RCli{)‘iOI.l ?aradoxically haf stioggtn—
cned its L;rii) on mc. I can't lecave this Religinn alomei I majf-r-l-; c
avle te solvé all taingse « « but I can resnlve '.chcm in o Go-d;q . gve-?
Alti.cugh He has not given me a oncyclopedia »f dlyinc datﬁ, t"? ;n 0
Joan 3:18 mystoeriously has -iven me a -'§piritua11 -7°1§?n5009~‘{111t€t10
assurance, a ncert—over-—head understending. I know m‘]s %) ‘-1;:1

and yot I 'mow Him s +ell, sinco cvery truc contact { have vwith hir

ultimetely testifics to a God-Who-Laves |



Il

"Thoggh I cannot, for example, know from personal experience
that Jesus Christ is the azent of creation in all time and space, I can
and do know that Xe answers vrayer, that He forgives sins, that I:Ie
strengthens in trial and temptation, that He eniip;htens ir’n ignorance
that Ee comforts in trouble, that Ze sumplies in time of need that I,Ie
calls men to His Service, and countless other matters dailw, ,These
things I have e<perienced, and taerefore«kmow Eim ts bo ;?r.auithful and
truc, If sc much 1s true, I am content to accept the tesvimony of the
doly Scriptures on matiers outside my ability to experience or Xmow."

III

"Therc arc many people who have said to me that Christ scemecd
to them to be only a figment of the imagzination of men. To me Christ
is a living standard. (Yhile there have becen many men “+ho have 3iven
us noblc idcals and rules for lifec, Christ is the only onc Who cver
lived up to vhat He told others to do. And so I have accented Tim as
the pattern for my lise. While I rcalize that I am a merc mortal, and
as suc -, can ncver ande to live up to His standards, I owe it to Him
and to myself to scck to follow Zim as closcly as possible."

Iv

"Instcad of arguing wita people I shall be their friend. If
I can bc 'as a niding-nlacc from the wind, and a covert from the tcmpest;
as strcems of water in a 4ry place, as the shadow of a great rock in a
weary land’ I shall bc snowin< Christ to pcople much clcarcr than if I
arguc with theme True fricnds, I think, pcople nced tadlye If I can
convince them that I am a better friend to them becausc Charist is my
Saviour I shall bo hapnvye I shall try to show what a lifc dominated
by God is. As Jesus strengthens me I shall live a life unruffled by
vworrics, sccure in ceriscs, sincerc in devotion, integrated in purposc.!

v

ohrist is the fullest rovelation of God. The prophets did
not reveal God as wc Imow Him. They cmoasizod Fis just_;i.co to the
nogleet of Fis lovo. They could not cven undecrstand Goél!s love for
sinful man. That can be scen only in Christ. nerc vas grfa.dual EOVOI‘?}""
ment in rovelatien, John thc Baptist gave the fullest propx}ccy 2;"Chr1st«
All othor rovolations of God arc sutordinate to the rcvc:latlon of God
in Cirist. !'¥c that hath scen mc hath scen thfz Fat}r‘ler, says Jcs111ie.
Fono othor could male that statcment. e can -nO™ God as hcv roal. v is
anly tn the cxtont tnat we know Christ. All that has follo&d stng‘owst
the miristry of Christ on carth is the px.'oduct of rC;lOCtIOI-l g;)on n.’l(.il ’
"7aich led to a fuller understanding insp1rcd‘by.thc Holy SmTIJ'% .S Go
ha$ ~iven us no ~roator rovelation of Eimscli since He s'c'z'nt’ F'.lsthgn
into il¢ world, If wc have any fuller concept of God now than s

Chrisiians of the first contury had, it is bocause God, throughtthi.’l:joly
Spirit, has allowed the minds of thinking men to £ 'fartlecr.lno?ra-tion
dopths of tho truths rovealed in Christe But cven Lt g =k

of the Holy Spirit, man's finite mind cannot fully comprchoend the infinite



—— ——

wisdom of God in His plan of salvation through Christe We must still
accept God's revelation of Himsclf in Christ through faith and not

reasone”

VI

"It bchooves the minister to be info b i i
on in the worlde The minister's 1life cannot ar?;criu:: zgtllfolz';o;; S‘glng
livo?-y tower! cxistence. Ho must continually be aware of the ;Julse
of }1ving. He must kcep up with current thought, cducational frcnds
politics, business, international affairs—in fact, the vhole gamut '
of living. It is truc that the Word of God is directed to individuals
but that Word is dirccted to individuals +ho arc living in the world ’
not in a social vacuum. 'The man to vhom God's Word is dirccted 'orobz’).bly
nas a family. He has a position in business or industry. He is a mem—
:oor of other orzanizations. FEc vntes. He reads néwspapers and magazines.
Ho }istcns to the radio. All these forces conditinn his ~hole bcr:onality.
A minister cannot ignore this. Yeglect or isnorance of those forcos will
defeat one's ministry. Approciation of and knowledge of these factors
7111 assurc one of a vitel ministry—a vital medium of communicating
’}od.]'s!’\'v'l(')rd. Christ is certainly a !changeless Christ for a changing
rorld® e

ViI

"You sce, Hec has taught mc that He wants to bring out the best
that is in mc, and although that 'best that is in me! is not always per—
foct or cven the best human answer to a situation to be had at the time,
still He insists that for my welfarc and that for the good of society in
the long run of affairs, for cach onc of us it is important that He be
vermitted to bring out the best that is in us. This is a principle close
t2 the life—-strcam of democracy as we cnvision it hero in Americas it
is cle~ cloee tn the heart .of Christianity although it is often lost
sight of by those wio would put autherity, or the church, or their own
oninions or laws with their own human fallibility above the workings of
tie Foly Spirit in the hearts, minds and lives of men.

While men arce often saedly mis-led by their ~n sinfulness; and
wander far from the trut:, they arc also frequently just as wildly mis—
led and betrayed by follo-ing blindly after what other men have cited
to them as infalible authosity. Despite the crror that results from our
inability at times to corrcctly distinguish bet-een right and wrong, yct
the Foly Svirit does guide men into truth, end cach man is responsible
not to the canscicnce of annther, but to his omn conscience—to whatever

he himself belicves tn be the —ill of God."

VIII

The preaching of the TWord of God is, at.first glancc, 9ur most
obvious mcans, as pastors, for proclaiming the Falth.. Standing in
the tredition of the Augsburg Confession and the spirl? of Ehc Lutl;ci':em
R formation, we give prominonce t.at is duc the prcach}ng office o :,nc
ministry,.., That our scrmons contain the gospol of Christ is ou\z;lsorlous
responsibility. This is not a lecgal requirement, but as for Paul a



divire urgency, bringing him and us to the
I preach not the Gospell' The position we occupy is fraught with dreag
for we are unvorthy of our high office, yet called to proolair‘n God's Wo:d
His peop}e avaiting our instructions. 4s in the cexperience of Bartn ve; ’
face a similar dilemma: called to preach the Word of God comoelled)w'ith
all the urgency of divine command, yot confessing in our I,mman frailt
tnat we know not what that true Word is. The dreag rcality of our cogdi—-
tion vould lead us to despair, vere it not for the pover ouf the Foly Spirit
“ho erlightens our minds and warms our hearts, cven as we recad the Divine
Torde « « And though the voice of prophesying vith tongues has long been
stilled in the Church, ve sorely nced that pristine vitélity in oura
preacning to-—-day., The German chorale voices our pra;er,

'A~ake, Thou Spirit, Who didst fire

The watchmen of the Church's youti [!"

profound cry, 'Woe is ilelg, BIET

X

"I maintain that no man can de von to the faith of Jesus Christ
oy argumente I can only vrcsent to him my belief and the delief of all
Christians, but the final decision must be made by him aided by the 'rork—
ing of the Foly Ghnst within hime. Thus I contend that I cannot communicate
ny feith to nthers but can only siinw them the way in waich they may be-
come telicvers with me in the same fai th."

X

"As a ministor I shall reprasent ths Gospel of Jesus Christ
and Fis Church in whatover level of socicty or walk of life I may find
myscli. And it is unfortunate, but truc, that for many people I shall
ve the only Gosvel that they will ever sce or hear. To the best of my
orofessicn that Gospel rust be as appealing and convincing as I can
make ite I do not 20l1d with the opinion prevalent ameng many that
sutside the Church provwer’ the Pastor is no more than eny sthar Christian
man. It is not truc that a minister can separatc his professional
status from his sncial life. Indced, becausc of his professional status,
his sncial status is mnre significant. At all times, in all places, and
under any conditinns, it is imperative that the Christian Minister re-—
present Josus Christ and Eis Gospele Eence, I find mysclf, according to
my own definitinon treating every life situation as an opportunity to give
evidonce of the Faitl that is within me. The Office I hold as a minister
nf Josus Christ cannnt be scparated from the social status I hold as a
Christian. It follows then that in my personal conduct shall be my prime

_ o ; 0
oprertunity to communicate my faith to otherse

XI

ngist and letting Him be my Mastor is not mcrciy

i T sins;
somethine that comos into my life vhen I become consclous O my 1pe
it is no% mercly a new scrics of dutics I enter upon; it is coming into

: iy viaon 8 is kmovn to me; it is the
fricnaship with that noble person in wiom Jod is = ’ .
ziving o fpnu, lifc so thoroughly to Him so that I may become }%ko H(i;m},Ti
my neturc Shapod unon Eis naturo, till my 1ifo becomes His Sl Dot

life vee~mes ny lifc.”

"Living



X1

"I, ant t7 make my impress as a Chri
Tais is n~t imolying that there is lacking wit}ﬁrilax?\;’r Ezzngsaaczziiiz's.,
ness of callinge That it should be I vwho has received this svecial K
training and thesc respensidilities is indeed snmething .to weig& on m
hearte I valuc the confidence, at the same time realizing my ihadequgcy
and indeed, my persnnal unirmpartance. 3But far the grace ;f Gnd, Jne '
the ditchdigger might be in the pulpit, and I shhveling dirt, -’J’Z'his too
I cen never fargete My approach must therefore be humble, It must dbe
as a Christian bearing testimony to ansther follo~ man vwho is Jjust as
high in the signt of Gnd as I. I cannot descond from a pedestal t»
spcak £ 'hoi pnlloi' because I have never boen placed on a pedestale
314 kelp me to remember this M ' -

XIII

"But far in advance of all ministratinns of thc pastor to his
flock, is the experience of corporate vorship. This we believe is the
highest spiritual activity of redeemed mankind. Sermons, instructions,
even vorks of mercy may fail; but the pastor standing before the altar
7f God and leading his reople into communion v th sur Lord and our
Redcemer is, after all, rendering his highest service. Whon human means
orove futile, God Himself 'stnovs to us in likencss lovly,' The sac—
ramental act®dn is God bending dnvn to us, entering osur souls and there
transforming nur livese . The Sacrament nf the Inrd's Supper remains
for us the grecatest corporatec action of Christendmm, anéd t» be callzd a
ninister at His Table is our blesscd privilege. For the Sacrament 4s
an oxpressinn of the gnal of the Christian ministry: the bringing of
hungry souls ints communion with Gode 4And though wo can scarcely cx-—
haust in sur cmphasis the spiritual trcasuro of communinn which tiho
Sacrament effords, we aro bound to cultivate an apprcciation for tho
athor eloments of the Suppor as wolle Thoso comprisc the chicf vrinciples
of divine worship: Thanksgiving, with all tho joy and praisc of ths
commen celobratinn; momorial, that holds before our mind'!s cyo tho ro—
domptivo worlz of Christ; and mystory, that spens to us tho rcalm »f tho
spiritual in vhich by faith wo %ouch and handle things unscerd and ontor
into that 'bricf, brizht hour of fellowship with Thoos !

XIv

"In tho Scrivturcs I have a sourcce of strongth for my ]..ifOe
Taon I am in ncod of strength in times of temptation, I find it in the .
Seripturas. When I em in noed of solacc in times o?‘ sorrowy, I find it in
tho 8cripturese MWaon I am in ncod 2f guidenco in_tmos nf prrplaxity, I
find it in the Scripturose thon I am in nocd of 1nspira.tir*n tn do morc
and botter things for Christ and His Kingdom, I find it in trIm .chi}iazu;'os.
on I am in nood nf a work of coytainty in timos of doubt, I fin ; n
tho Scriptures. A1l of these noods tho Scripturcs fulfill in my é}il (;.t
Tho Scriptures arc the very basis for my faith in tho Lord Josusth r ;, »
In thom I havo tho assurancc of the fargivoness of my sinse t}Iln IoE:ave
have the assurance of avorlasting 1ifo vith tho Father. InY cm f o
t1e assurance that God does love, mc, an unw~rthy sinno|r. _ Yos, my fa

!
is rocted in and basod upon the scripturcs'-'



xv

1]
- Gf‘admz-llfﬂzf came te sce that I had n~t done at all <hat was in
eeping with Goad's ~ill far me. In faect, I recalized that c 'th
70d that I =~ould, I @1 nrt: dut the ovil vhich I '"ﬁu‘ld noicntgzg ItE{O !
I rcalized this was my 'sinful naturc! abnut ~hieh I had bOOI’I tn14d ] N
Goc ¢id smmething ab~ut my sinful nature ~hen To decided tn come ’r')r; e'
Heaven tn carth '-ith the baby Jesus in Eis arms. Almig‘;;ty Gqﬂh m:
sracicus Heavenly Father, broo through it all -ith a r;urpose c-’ i’l{at pur—
pose was te reconcile the world unt» Eimself, Yes, Almighty God came in-—
to the yorld in the pers-n of Josus Christ tn chanse my minzl my necart
and my spirit. He came to cause me tn foar an? tn trust Him’ thcreby ’
reestablishing cur Father—child relati~nship vhich has givon’mc pcace of
ncart and mind for this life ~n carth and +hich shall s~meday blassom
into & perfect comuninn rhen I shall be one 1+ith Hin. ¢« ¢ o« I define
averlasting life as cverlasting communion t-ith Gad. Through the person and
work of Jesus Christ my life has been restrred to a communinn and foll~v—
siip vith God vhich shall continue int~ all cternity. What dacs Jesus
Christ mean to me? He means that God so laves me that Yo came intn the
worlé tn restore my faith and trust in Him, that I shall not pcerish, out
onter ints a life —ith Him vhich shall be everlasting."

Xvi

"It was just ten years ago vhen I was in catechetical class that
I first made annsther discovery. In the third article »f the Apostles!?
Crced most of the things in which we arc prnfessing sur faith arc scpar-—
ated by semi--cnlons. They arc separate itemee Twn, however, arc scpar—
ated ecnly by commas: the Esly Christian Church, the Communion »f Saintse.

At the time I was studying Znglish grammar in sccular schonl, and I rcalized

that that must .mean that these twn phrases werc in apprsition. In other
words, the Hnly Christian Church cquals the Communisn of Saintsl . o+
I Xner vhat the Church was, and I tnew that a saint vas. I was a saint
and a momber nf the Church{ ZIuther said that the Christian is !'simul
Justus ct peccater!, at the same time a saint an? a sinner. while I can
say, os Ste Paul @14, that I am chicf nf sinners, bocause nf my faith in
Christ I am 2 choscn, & called nne ~f God, and a memoer nf His Churche
I s onc nf the same body vith Petor and Paul and Steonhen, %ith Augl.lsﬁtine,
Aqﬁinas, Imther, Celvin, with my fellor Cnristiens of this day.and ¥ith
those vho are yet t» bo born. The Church kn~=s n~ limits of 1.;1mo nr
spacc, ¢ « ¢ the Church knnss anly the comrunion, the fellawship. of all

those czlled to be scrvants 2f Josus Christ."

XVII

"I policve that nnthing clsc will carn mo the rcspccic, th_o.c:)n——
fidence, ond the love of the pcnple than a faita in :}_’osus Christ ic I
am eble to communicate to thom taru vord and dccd. .°r gan I cffcctively
minister thru visitation and counsclling save thz:.t I'bcllovc that Jcsus
Carist has the power to mond bra'Zzen end sick bodicse!

XVIII

"It is nnt an casy task tn lot Christ shinc through ~ur livese
But it is a goal for vhich to strive dailye 4And I, as a Christian nastcr,
must try with all my strength and ability t» translate the spirit »f the



GOSpOl intns the hoorts and 1iVL,'S o5f men Yct in all that I can 4o to
. . ee 5
coNvey my faith t» ‘)tth'S, it is not I "h'.\ is =0 g but Go S
orkin ’ 1t God Tho i

dring 1t 2lli Por Ze is the gn i
zlory ané praisc ! uree of all my strength§ T Him be all the

Trere are, no dnudbt, numernus reasons rhy men g¢ into forcign mis—
sion veork, but t7o come to my mind as basice The first is the comnoll-
iny fact that os believers in Jesms Christ as the Son of God and Sav—
in7w of mon we have a divine Gospel to share with the world. And tho

cason is its simole counterpart: The greater part of our ~orld
Vor rneard that divine Goaspel vhich has given us Life.

These twe reasnns arc €9 nbvious that they scem almost trite; dut
wactiier we sorve at nome or avroad, we darc never become callous tovard
thaeir truthe It was nntaing loss than the thoroughgring realizatinn of
tacse twn trutias tuot compelled the apoastles to be His witnesses in Jer—
usalem, Judea, Scmaria, ernd to the uttermost parts of the world! It was
tae Resurrccted Inrd'fs "ILovest thou me?™ that constrainod Teter to vreach
thc saving Gospel to throe theusend souls that first Fentecost in Jorus—
alemy ond it was tho Tove of Christ that constrained Paul to o aver teo
Hoacedeniac -

The pnint I rant t~ chara here is this: Tho Gosvel which comnels
us tr enter the Frln Winistry éeas nat limit our field #f sorvice, out
calls for o willingnass in us teo g nreach It ~herever the Holy Spirit,
the Clurch, »r thoe facadonian fSall wruld heve us goe  Waen v soc the
"1 of the Xingdom of God wit2 sucih ~ponness, w2 arc rcady to weizh

2tiaer factors which may dboar upsn our ficld Af sorvico.

Cne such factor w~hich has always darne woight «ith me is the rol-
ative nced of the difforunt perts of this =orld in -Zich % livg,. Sev-
2re) little things have stuck in my momcrri Dre 3. Stenloy Jencs said
somathing in ona nf hig baoks about the disparity »f the ton pastors in
£he Unite a Statos. tn ovary ones in Indiac  Samoona else once printod out
ta0% there arc 'pre penple in the -orld -ho have never heard the Gm?pcl
2% Josus Cirist teday than there were twn tinusand yoars ago v"hcn oir
Lord seid, "Go 72, therofere!" And, truth or nious fiction, t*.er? s &
Nivt in the story of the romnte Crinose ~ho, uson hoaring of ?“rlst:”s
love ard, Joath upsa the cross for him, aslked the tcl]l.ing guostinng, "1..-.:cn
4id t-is Josus dic far me?”, end, informed trats¥e died necarly two tinu—

ol "
gsand yoars ago, added, "7 didn't »ou tell us sonner?

There is ansthor angle ~hica is not vorthy of consideratisn among
us as sCminerians, out it comes t2 mind and has admittedly promntad me
along the way. We have veen in seminary in yeaers when ~ur loss fortunate
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 ™gh schrol and e~llege buddics nave” ooan
tac certh in the service o»f Yars.
ar discomfort in the sorvien af ~r
tainirg of nissi~ns! Btior it-iq
orlust" end o flare far adventure ‘in
yatrizht fear!

2 : 30.ng t9 the far corners of
vertainly the P8sibility of Aansor
L_’)rd, tacn, can asve mvpla.cawiz; our
f""ﬂf’ e W guilty 2%.mersanal "Tand-
E71ng t0 s°me missi~n fiela thun of

i ﬁ:l?.t3$::?tl:f? ‘»"“'xdff u,;w.rﬂ Br; Rc?n:.-.rtz spoals an "Signs ~f tho Dawm!.
N8 01 Tac S1ns, a0 8aldd, vas o gro-ing ley oonrociaticn Af tho Missian
movoment. HEe gave a gond illustratisn: 4 roeont eoricon pictured a fuzzy-
z7y buslilr stirring soup in o mun-sized wottle wit™ ~ne hend, and holéd-
ing the open 3iole wiich he «as readiny in the sthor. Tho ubiguitous YVanl
nrivate comas near and chides Wim for reading such antiguated fit.:l'o.turcf
Tho fuzzy-vuzzy pavses, vrints squercly int~ tho kottlo, and says, "If I
warentt roading this 3ivle, »~u'd b2 in tharo!I" TWhiech is t~ say: Uis-
y

gids love peid, are paying, and ~ill puy more than evor in sur e-nstuantly
srinizing vrreld eommanity!

ah

Cre maroe rend-om thoughte Tho énllact for the Zniphany ~f sur Iard
Tatting bocuty: "0 Gad, Th~ 2y tho loading of o star didst
T2y Cnly-bez~tton Son te tho Gentiloes ... Without scoming +9 be
quarrelsome, 1ot mo simply and serisusly add this c-mment, thut the Ipi-

(9]
phony o1 our Inrd to the Gentiles comes na 19nger "oy the leading of a
Ase wan by

star', tut by the Spirit-directed and »nlossed offrrts of
many o road hcar and answer the Call to Hissionna.

ok forvard with joy t~ taking a placo in the constent line of

I 1=
0ing cut from ~ur seminary to the distant fields, and wigh sincere

mon &

hpe of being £A11lsw2d by same of you vizem I imaw have a wvision of those
fiolds. Tacrowver ~ur fialds of service, we yarl together in Christl!s
Xingdeme Fallnw "Sons ~f Cld Mount Airy", lot us help carry ~n

"Ti11 the #ons of overy netion gathor 'meath the ernssit

- e em em ma e e

C Ged, ~ur heavanly Fatker, vie didst manifest Thy 1ove by sonding
Thine only-begntten S m int A the verld thet all might live threugh Jimg
pour Thy Spirit uwo~n Thy Church, that it mey fulfill Eis command t2 preech
the Gegpel ta ewory erceturc; sen df~rth, ~e besooch Thee, laborers inte
Tar nerwest; molre them rlad with abundance »f increcase; and hasten tho
time ~hen the fulness ~f the Gentiles shall dc gathered in, and oll Israel
s2all be saved; tar~ugh the same Thy San Jesus Carist rur Irrd. Amcne.

C Tr~rd, -an nogt warred us that Thou vilt reguirc much ~f thnsc to
M ruech is givcn; grant that ve, whose 1nt is cast in sa.gn~dly a heri-
tase, rer strive togother the mere goundently, by nur vreyers, labors, and
7ifts, tn oxtond t~ thrse who 'mow Thee nat what e sn ricily onjoys and
as we hove ont.red int~ tho labers of othors, so tn labnr that others may
dater ints aurs, to tie fulfillment of Iy brly will, and the salvatiom
71 .all mankind; threugh Jesus Christ sur Lerd. amei.



i . NORE ABOUT EIZRZIGA:

Pastor Rilling Addresses the Seminary

on the Danish thilosspher

i, i~ R o et e e A S—— 8 - &

Lively ax refreshinz,, -armly sympethotic, a master of stvle
the Reve J~hn Rillin., pastor »f First Itheran Churcy, Springfiel&, (,De,
brought us frosh insight int~ the 1ife and mind Af the Denish Philasopher,
Spren Kierkegaard, in a lecture delivercd befare tho Seninary last Thurs—
doy evening, January 25. For many of us, the most prectical result of
2is cddress snould be a rene-cd desire to begin reading Kierkegeard at

mee, and t9 discover et first hend ~hat acccunts far his unusual popu-—
larity to-Aaye.

Opcning with the strilzing comparisan »f Ibsent!s Jab-1li%e characte
Brand, the smealier sugmested that the life »f the melenchinly Dane, tro,
mas ene smitten of Go?, vet ~f o God of 1lave. Goinz ~n tn discuss the
pnilosopher himself, Pastor Rilling demonstreted hor a spiritual agony
broocded over the cxperiences of fother and son. In attempts tn interpret
o life nnt casy tn fathom, many follrrers ~f the Danc, he peinted out,
nave inculged in vrotty thoughts end rceenstructions from his writings—
all qguitec fanciful and inaccurate. But vve vere shon in the lecture
that Kicrlegeard'!s 1life, the rceord of s oprafrund a spiritual strunsgle,
orasents us o rich supject 5f studye Our speaer described the philos—
pherts long rrute from thenslagy to acsthotics, then the erijsmatic fall
into sin and final crossing over intn the aree »f zrecee Out of this
oxperience emerged the concept of citherfor, o vhilnsaphy of cramatic
deecisirne Christ is standing between t=n thieves: the one redoemod,
tic cthier c~rndemned; we must choose, for ~ne of them is ourself. Yet
Kicikegeard finds that God is able to create svints fr m sinnerse To
tho ocutbursts nf dosmair that characterize his pers~nal exocricnce there

is 2dfec savin,, rest-orine faith.

M™ec lecture truched further upsn the personal lifc »f Xior—
wiparde Our spealor alluded, Ior cxample, t° tobgutiten strangen?ss :)f
tiie philns~pherts romancc. For Kierizegeerd t7 marry, it V'af‘» as though
Simoon Stylites should, at an apo)tinte’ Jhour, ”escond from his pil}ar 'and
invite a yrung dbride t2 rejoin him in his 1l~necly eand ?cstrict.;cd iv.b -;}c’
Ta were qunted that passa~e from the prilnmopher!s writings in -xich he
chnfesses thet his Reuina was not ano to make of her sn“uio a p’vc;, a
saint, a hero ar a gonius. A4t length, by an unnapp;.: ongagsomon.t,i 3: .
vitter caricature fr-m tac press, by differences "'it{A the osta;l shed
Church, Kicrizcgeard finds himseclf cstr_o,ngod fr-m fanulylfigst,;’) ;;I:"]_
countrymen and Churca, until in time those eoxperiences lea f.

cnllapse.

In nddressing iimself t~ the th~ught of Kicrkegeard, -ur

sseakor placed him betwcen nhilnasovhy and Christienitye tFO;: 23‘::117;;?
Tostinn vas a paradex. Fegelian philnsphy, its concept o . :

Ailuting the farce:nf the catcgorical imperative, has, morcover, cianzed

aacers of history, we watca
our outleck unnn historye. e arc nn leonger mater

it from nur balcony, as & dramac Fistery is always gradual transition;



it xnows no sharp edges. To this way of thinkine
the vurpose of creating difficulties—1lest nerch;c’:e
easy should run out of materials ]

Xierkegaard came with
those who make things

A singular victim of his attads was the vnilosophy of the aes—
thetic life. Ve were shorn from Xier-esaard's '"ri‘tinrs conious illust:a—
tion of the vivid, immediate, sensnous life the sosthote secks to capture
and cnjoy in his attempted flight from boredom. 3ut such is‘ really: ::. life
of despair and, at length, bitter irony, Cr, therc is the cthical cato—
sory that sces wien wravped up in their dutics, intent umon expressing the
full pcrsonality: at rork, at home, with family and associates and ’53—
vond this world, hope of a life cven more beautiful. But again, the very
renctition of these delighits aperates unon the nrincinle of diminishing ’

returns.

Over against this, Rastor Rilling doscrided Xicrkegaari's cate-
zory of the religi~use The @Psthete and moralist have ignorcd an impor—
tant factor. Tor across the bright picturc falls the drcad shadnw of sin
and failurc. With Paul, the philosovher cries out, "0 wretched man that
I aml Who shall deliver me frem the body of tiis death? It is throuzh
suiferin:, toil and pain that Xicrkegaard rcaches, at last, Paul's hymn
of thanksgiving.

Vividly the soocaker brougnt home the picturc of Xierkegaard
as ccth a genius and a man. To him and his stronuous spiritual life were
applicd - these lines:

"I vould not have my life be ono of bvliss,

Untoueacd by haartache, eagony, desrair—
A nale ancwic tuing; my nishtly preyer
Is that with cach dav I shall not miss
Figh venturings ro:r undeservo the niss
Of envious numan males rho novar darc
To touch off rockets in their souls and flare
Above their decoening grooves.e 0 grant me thise
That I shall scale life'!s peale, cxplore its glooms,
Enow mountaincd ccstasics, dccn-vallicd vains—
That when ny last red sands by Time are sicved
Aand life has struckz my sinews from her looms,
I shall have carncd threc words ofer my remairs:
Reside, 'was born' and 'dicdlt—betweon the lived! P

Wor did the literary style of Kicr‘:cgaard. cscance corrwent in
Pastor Rillings's analysise He snokze of the wealth of motzmh?rs,‘ t(t:rso
epicrans, poctic imagery, humour and & %ecn sonso‘ of the irenic tag ;
arc all to bo frund in the Danc!s writinge @t thcse arc a by—-nr‘o uct,
for it vas not by stvle but by thought that Xierkegaerd madc his way.

Referring in a final soction of tho logturc to the significamcel
2f Xierxegeard t~ madern yreaching, Pastor Rilling pnintod.out a ca'rd‘i,na
tenet in the vhilosovher's thinking. It is that Chrij:tianlty tf .':ct‘l\’a,,s
contemmorary \lvith Christ; that in the ralation vith .tn.c Absolute ;;;‘o
is but ono tcnsc, tho presonte Tis londs an urgency to ‘?J‘li.r Proi.g 10{;,
mokes of 1t a divinc-human encounter, a high adventurce We saoul ”l.J"
delivered of the formula of nraflecting upon a text for thg x:nrntnbé '
rather should the sermon bec me & striv.ing: our offo’rts bent not uvo
Zetting away from oirsclves, but returning tn oursclvese.



Our spcaker referred further to i
the "hard texts"—"tacking against the prc:i:.ilgizc :iggs?'i" p;‘Igt;gh;?f from
geard kelps us to recover this practico with its inherent str "l*ume~
else Christianity becoma@'eollection ~f honorary Christians :'1g°A;(.1
from the great Dane we may learn something, tno, of rcading ;;hc Biblo
without being disturbed., The philssspher has displayed his faculty of
amazing insight, tn cite a sirgle cxample, in recﬂunltinp' the feelinzs of
father Abraham sotting ~ut for "munt Yoriah with his so; Isaac T‘iero
ne has reexpressed the fear and terrer of that story '.--hic’:h can rlcvc—fr be
brushned awaye

Bringing to & close a tasughtful and informative cssay, faster
Rilling nffered a prayer composcd by Kicrkegeard, and tn be found in
2urity of Ecart:

>

"Father in Hoaven| What is a man without Thee| That is all
thot he knows, vast accumulati-n thrugh it be, but a chipped fragment if
he dees nnt Imow Theed What is all his striving, could it even encompass
a 'orld, but a half-finished work if he docs not Xnow Thee: Thee the One,
T2o art onc thing and who arc 211l So may Thou give to the intellect,
wiséem to comprehend that one thing; tn the heart, sirncerity tn receive
tais understanding; to the will, purity that will only onc thing. 1In
nrosperity may Thou grant perscverance to will one thing; amid distractiens,
collectedness to will one thing; in suffering, patience to will one taing.
O, Thou that giveth both the beginning and the completi nmay Tasu carly,
at the dawm »f day, give to the ysung man the resslution to will one thinge
As the day wancs, may Thou give to the nld man a renevwed remembrance of
his first resnlution, that the first may be like the last, the last like
the first, in possessinn of a life that has milled only onc thingeecceoe
%ive Thou victary in the day of need so that what neither a man's burning
vish nor his determined resnlution may attain to, may be granted unto
him in the sorrowins »f repentance: to will only one thing."

~=n00=-

200

s snov is God's forgiveness,
Blnwn from the open gete of heaven
Tpon tze world bolow;
It is his blessing,
Obliterating tac narsh outlines
0f our cverydayse.
Tnite wonder fills the air
And our cyes arc suddenly aware
Of a purity we had fergotten;
= wall a common city street
Covered with lovely mystery
Fresh from the hand of God "

— Brn, "Everyday a Prayer!



THE DEVILOPMINT OF T:T IUTHERAN CHORALE

James Forn

The usc of vernacular song in the Western Church began not
=itlh Iather dbut some six hundred years beforc Iuther. Although not
used in the main worship of the Roman Church, it ~as used in many of
the minor offices and its use in private vorship was widespread. How
~idespread this use of vernacular song was is indicated by the fact
that Philip Wackernegel, vho has recorded the werds for all of the
chorelcs and vernacular songs tarough the sixtcenth century, lists
more than 1400 rclizious lyrics in the Germen tongue written oetween
358 Ae D and 1518, Add to this number the undoudbtedly vast numbcr
of lyrics which have been lost and one can get an approximation of
the oxtensiveness of tho religious vernacular song in the Prc-Reforma—
tion period.

Many of the older rcligious songs arc a curious mixture of
Lotin and the vernaculer. Some of these lhalf-vernacular' songs are
still to be heard today. We mention
UPyer natus in Bethlchem
Dess freult sich Jerusalem!
and
"In dulci Jjubilo
Singet und seid vro"
This mixturc of Iatin and the vernacular reached its high point in the
3crmen version of the Roman hymn "Avo Maris stella" in which only the
word "Ave" remained in the Latin.
"Ave Morgensternc
Irleuchtc uns mildichlich"

It vas from thesc curious mixturcs that the vernacular song and cvent—
wally the Protestant chorale were ovolved.

Another source for the choralec was thc.love songs and othcf
vopular songs of the day. With a slight chaenge 1n thi ‘."ord§ :ggn%irmcs
became rcligiouse It was as if somconc changec.l the vwords O o
fence me in" and made of such revision a rcllglous.song. 'Thg tw’éliaio
the chenged form remained the same as beforc. Is it c?.ny :;or.u1 °-§,, 4Rt
the choralecs made in this fashion werc so populer? Tvo s rlgzo‘z (unf}_;r’
of this mctamorphonsis arc to be found in the COnE\on Scrv1:250d -a,t -
tungtely for our purposes both tuncs arc set to rords com

S

lator datc). Hymn 469 vwas originally %h POpuliru;oﬁiérli’iﬁsszzcjia;gd
; v cuies I I, c Tor n 2 !

muss dich lassen by Heinrich Iseas Coro made unbil tho choralc became

"o Vielt" a few other changcs X
'?8 ngxtflzch rrrlxisz dich lasscn ! The other cxample, which had to undergo

. ~
morc cxtensive alterations, 1is h;n;nﬁiz; Eg Ifi‘zxszllxir':l’zrslcsllg?rglgogi%z;shcd
or- . e 8,8 &a 1OVC Song 0 a n
1n1§12:ﬂzct?;s ontitled, nIustgerten neucr Teuscher Gcs%nﬁ}'larighﬁ i‘li;;st
lotters of the fivo verses of the original text spell ou \ y

women to —hom the love song was addresscd.



The prope_ss of chorale rriting and chorale arrangement 'as
greatly speeded uo oy the Protestant Raformation, The new church did
3 1

not rcgerd the music of thc scrvicss to oc a detail nf tae sacerdotal
officce The music ~as to be put intn the hands of %m0 laity. Tao
chorale was admirably suited for this and as a -

: : nrestlt great numbers of
ciorales appecared almost instantancousl;. It has beor cstimated that

in the century folloming the Roformatian, over 100,000 chprales wore
’."'I‘ittC'ne N

To fill the great demand for chorales, luther himself organized
the mucicians and poots of Germany for the wiifing of shuralcs. Bow he

did thig is shnhtn by a letter written by Iuther Lo Lue vsst, Spalatin:

"It is mv intention, after the exemple of the vrophots
er.d the ancient fathers, to ma':c German psalms far the
people; that 1s, spiritual songs, vhercby the Word cf God
may bc wept alive by singing. Te seck, therefore, cvery-
viere for poctse Y7, as you are such a master of the
Germen tonguc, and arc so mighty and eloquent therecin, I
entreat you t2 join hands vith us in this ~orc, and to
turn onc of thc psalms into a hynn, accordirg to the pattern
thet I here send youe But I desire that all new-feangled
verds from the Court should ve left out; that the “Words may
Tc cuite plein and common, such as the common pcople may
understond, yot pure, and skilfully randled; and next, that
the meaning sheuld be given clearly and graciously, accord-
ing tn the scnse itseld."

Tuther and nis friends used five sources in providing
cworales for the naw courche The first source of the Lutheran chorale
was the Pre-Reformetinn vornacular hyma viiich vas adented to suit the
purpeses of the now churche Iuther rites in the prefece of Valcntin
3abst's Gosangbuch of 1545, that he had talken scverel sad Romz}n Ca‘tho—
lic funeral “symns and had given tiem more jovous vords, adapting tac
tuncs to fiththenyritexese

A sccond sourcc, the popular folk-sing, nes been discussed
above. Iecdless to say, this vas 01C of thec mnst popular types of all
: Qe
tae choralc tvpos,for the people vere clroady acquainted with the tunes.

The third source nf the Protestent choral vas in tho official

g ’ ) ) ), . a .
Gregoricn nymnody of the Romen Churcie Such cioralcs as i{orrm: heiliger
Seist, Horre Gott," (¥o. 146 in the 0S3, first ‘cuncl)l from Vciu sancte
Spiritus," and "Mun tomm, dor Heider Toiland" from "Voni, Redemotor
Gontium," ~ore derived from the official 1ymnody e

moarales vere derived from the Pre-—

2 Cantae
weny of the Protcs S
AP : s -r hvmns. Such choralcs as "Larl 24
Reformation Latin ponuler h . oo, "Wictimao Paschali

Trdesbendon," (¥Mo. 110) from the Eastor scquence -
laudes," and "éolobct scist du, Jesu Christ," (o« 18) arc from this

SOUTCCE

i t choreles werc wholly or in
Tinallsr, many of the Frotcstan :
large part origihélly composcd. Bhumker, the grcet Roman Catholic



musicelogist, maintains that none of the Tutheran BOTATes Ve

nnscd by Iuther and his helpers. Tis stand scems for ton ra.czi.‘:i3 cgm_‘
Althevgl 1ts authorship is still disnuted, "Bin' feste Burs is ca .
3otct (Foe 195) is the outstending oxamnls of a comnosed c‘?oralgnsv; .
tune for tils noble composition is still aseribed to Luthc; alt};;u o
its gcerms cen ve found in the carly Lutin hymnodr. Some Luthoran
aur e WA attrl"out",e it to Johann Walther, a contemporary and closc
frionc or Tuthoris but it is still thought of as Tmther's orm,

ey}
S

In ad?
also o8 respons
In 1524 Tutner &

tion to encoureging the vwriting of choreles, Luthor
ble for the publication of soveral chorale bonks.
sombled around kim in Tittenberg the finest musicians
and pocts of Protsstant Germany for thc purpsse of mexing a German
wass Ior fne now church. Among these musicians was Johann Walthor,
o oess in the courd choir at Torgou. Fram “his combination of Talther
and Tuther stemmed one of the threoe first chiorale boolis issued in that
Jooce Probadly thc first chsrale vook in the Tutheran Shurch ras the
"Ac. tlicderbuch” issucd at Tittenberg (1324), Thac sccond ~as the
"Iriuvrtcr Enchiridion," issued at IZrfurt (1524). Porhops the groatest
2f tihe three, an-cver, was the "Wittembergisch Geistlich Gesengbuch,®
muovlished in 1524 under the editorship of Jokann Walther. This was
the first book vith agrmorized choralese There were thirt;—five
melodics sct to thirt —two hymns (trenty—four by Imther) and five
Latin texts. Thc five harmonizin~ voices were called by Walther,
Discantus (the Soprann), Altus (Alto), Tenor, Rassus, and Vogens (Tho
sanderer or discent). The Cantus Firmus ( w0lady) *as in the Tenor
in 211 chorales cxcept ance

i
i
os
1
v

This chorale Y00% containcd an interesting preface =ritten
oy Luther himsclf. In it he tclls of the rcasons for issuing such a
0007 "The singing of sacred songs is good and agrecable to Goad, and
tais, I belicve, must bo tac feeling ~f overy Christian; but it is
made lnnern tn them nat only from the cxemples of the propncts and
rinss of the 01@ Tastament (vho with singing and sound, +ith tapoing
and gll minds of olaving praisaed God),but also Christianity Tas made
'‘maim frem the beginning -ith psalms. Indced Ste Paul scts th11s forth
in I Corinthions 14, and he tells the Colossians to sing unto the L?rd
frorm the hoart =itk snmiritual sonus ard psalms in order that throuza
t1is, Grdis ~nrd and tcachings of Christianity con in all mennor be
furtic rod and sorved. Thorofore I also brought those gpiritual songs

1 D) ) T 4, oL 3 .")]..CO
tozether »n the cxample of those nthaors that ve 2lso mi-ht reg .
Christ should be our praisc

+
as i‘oses did in his sonz, Exndus 15, that g
x e e g nor to say but that

and scn+ and that e sheuld knov n0tling t? sin : : :
Jasus Christ is our Saviour, as Paul seys 1n I Corinthiens =«
jces far nn other reason than

"They src erranged for four vo . : :
that I '"antgld\ ‘}chz roung p:onlc +ho h~d bean traincd in music artu: ~t?§vc
other arts, to have scmething so that they coruld b}o_f{confrorg s:)et'n.at
$n.s and bardy sengs end put in their place somt.nnsl‘sf.ci(r)‘iﬁﬂd -
t1e younz peoplo mar enter into the anod as yound pecp ;1]; rtsvbc;

I am not af tho ~oinion thet through the gospel should all a

g wish
tarovn aver and bann < as tnac ov.orzoaloushave asscrted but I

i 2 servi Him 7ho
taat ell arts, aspccially music, should be in thbhfbr;lgeC;f'i:‘thill 5
created and gave them. I prav, therofore, that the geo P

4 3 1
vleased in tnis offort and that God - i11 afford.
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e ecan see from this preface that the ori ringl wur v
tacse ciinrales iras as a substitute for the "B'ﬁhllw‘e‘d,r-:r" 'w"“icgose 3
porular amen:: the yeung wveople. Dr. Cit .'?in"":eldé'v 't’qc ;mi;lrz(;re
mus:icolo ist, sars tuat these clarales wero intondzad, o.rigi:"'alif U8
vsc 1y tihe schenls rather than in the caurches, T cffef‘; oth‘m:"
caoréles vpor G church memberstip mas hromendous aven iI: ey wc;V
intcadcd . 24 tx schoolse A pious Jesuit contemporary cf L‘..ﬂ"l.cl‘;s

C

wEeIe, 'Luealit e songs nave damned more sauls than all 2is bcoults and
-’z 1 0 - o oo S L - ; 4 "4
SI3CCHE & Anot'or riter, more sympatictic ith Iuthorarism, wroho,

Wi ¢qubos net that renv hundreds of Christians have beern brouzat Lo
y PRSI T = B! L : L B Py
tac oo Tanen Ty veis ome Lymn ("Ein! foste Burg") alone who worinro,

3T (% ', cowld nnt so muci bear to hcar Inmther's name. But his
Syt 200l ords nave so taken their hearts that taey were con-

strwiu ¢ to cenne to the truth.!

Contrar: to pooular belicf, congregatinnal singing of these
cioreles in tiio s2rvice did not come adout until about scventy ycars
after the hrzincin  of the Reformation movement. There was some con—
jrereticnal sincinz in the Tittenverg Church in earlicer times but in
most cruretes the ehnir sang the chorales while the congrezation fallowed
alorg, silently, in thoir chorale doo'ise Thac choralc bnoks, marcover,
w2ce vet guived to congre-ational sinzing in the beginning, as the
Cantus Firmus (Foladr) =as in the Tenor and not tho Discentus (Sonrano).
It was nat until 1583 that a ciorale ©tonln wes issucd vith the Cantus

in the Discantus. T is wes IiskesCsisnder!s "lnftis foistliche Lisdor
Zirous was transforred from the

1naa Fselmen," in wiich the Centus
asanr to the discantus in opder tuat "the entire Chiristian body could
g1n. " From that time ~n the choral: lws becn ane of the distinguishing
foatvres of the Luthere; Church sorviens.

List of Rocnrdings

adge: C — oulumbdia (a2till geneorally e.vaila‘olo).

G . Cnlumbie Vastervarks St (still evalledle)
D - Dacea {unt aveilable cxcont at cortain siares)

- ~ATa T adlable: ais
(4 — Irooptad Docca—Polvdor (m’g i,cn\‘r?,.l.l:{r available; al
presscd in tris country as Rruasick)

samut (aveileble but hard t2 get) :
'S - usicraft (available)
v — tictar (. encrally available)
Vil — Victnr Szt (genorally available)

AN ) [el3)

! is'z 5 yrally available bui may bo
Racords merked Tith an asteris- are 1o gex:lbra;.g‘ 24 VC g

[ e i anae wldh 0id stoc

fyand in second-nend rocord stores nr in 8vorcs V1d {

Carist la- in T d.shender (in Baca Cantata 158)
Blair Yedlrg e end Group
D-CA3136%*
Dir cir Jatava (Soch)
St. Thrmas-irche Choir



< 3in° foste Surg

Jin! feste Burg (Tuther)
Ste Olaf Choir

(Tathor-3ach-Stazomski)
ruilacfelnia Crclestra

assiring (Cantate 147 of Bach)
a Club vits obece end strinzs

cf 2

Jesu joy of man's Aesiring (Rach)
memple Grarel. Choir rith cbo2 and piano

Josu jor of mon's desiring (3ach-Caillict)
Friledeloiiia Orchostra

Josu weine Traude  (Cruzer and the motet by Bach)
J‘adrizel Singers

Josu meine Zaversictt  (Cruger)
Irmler Choir

0 weilf,cr Geast, Xehr bei uns cin (Fienlai)

Intte Ioumenn

Possien Chorale (HZessler)
St Cles Choir

Pagsinsr Chorals (Fasslor-Bach-Stoxo-siki)
F" 1lodelphia Orc“cstra

Passicn Chorale (Fassler—Bach: St. Matthew
Bach Cantata Club

Vater unser (Lutacr—3ach)
achh Contate Clud
cntata 140)

Taciact auf ~1—B€ :

(FTie.,
Orfece Catad

Collcction »f C ornles
Trapp Famil;, O} oix

Ctlor Rceorfin-~s of Tnterest

Cworale-Prelaces  (Bach)
Aloert Schweitzor
Corl winrich

Ianstruc- ich muss dich lasson (Isagh)

Trapp Fenily Canir

Orplbuchlein (Bach)
Z¢ Pnugr Bigo
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THZAT OF THE POST-VAR SEMINARY?

The follo~ing ideas and quotations are ‘execernted by permission
of the editors from an article by the Rev. Bernard Iddings Zell 1*1 g
LIVII"C CEURCIH, Cctober 1, 1944, The naterial is oresented not occa:ls:
you ere or will be in a position to plan the post—war policy of tlis
semir-ry, but decause it voices a thought-~orovoking challenge to tae
men no™ in the seminary.

— e - ma - \

"The seminaries ought not insist rigidly upon their cx—service
students being the graduates of univorsitios. . . Many a 'graduate! has
never learncd how to study, how cven to read a book; in particular,
shoals of them ¥now no history to specak of and less panilosophy. . . Would
it not bec better to pawv less attention to degrees and more to content
of *movledge? The 'service candidates' =ill vary in respect to such
tmorledge., Some 'mon—graduates! ~ill have a good deal of it; some
'sraduates! ill heve none to write home about. Individual examination
and study of cach man can soon revecal —hat necessary background *mowledge
is lackinze In somc cascs the man can be sent to collego (his curriculum
cnontrolled by the scminary and the college jointly); others may be taught
Intensively by the seminary itsclf. Then the man is rcasonably rcady,
taen and not till then should nc be admitted to theological studics,
and tiris regardless of academic degreces or the lacik of them.

“Ts there not a »nossibility of svecdinz the vnresert worlk of
the seminarics. . 7 It is entircly possibvlc 15 do ~hat is nov being
dcae in thece 'short! yosrs during t7o lon=er ones, especially if lectures
are donc avay with and thero arce substituted personal conferencss,
zuided ro:.din - vith vritton reports, tutorial suparvision. In the case
ol a fer ver~ slow men, morce time may be required and in the case o;f‘
soric of the more quick lass will be nccded, and that ith no '§ramm1n.g'
dovices " (This, "o may point out, is the argument of thc English

University systom. — Ed.)

"Thoso wiao advocate this do not wish to cut the total time

. T,
roguired in seminary, tut rather to condonso vhat is now dene—-to ma'we

room: (a) for nccessary prcliminary training in hi..story, phi}osi)lp 'Z’
and larguages, and (b) for clinical pastoral oxpcr}oncc e_a.nd t’oacAchhosc
training during the last of the thrce years spent in seminarye -« ;;h
ox—scrvice studonts mean business; they want and descrve more.ln . res
yoars than our scminarics have thought of giving men up tc_J ‘Fhl: ;imclzn oG
It would bc the height of cruclty to m.ix together 1nd1scr1in';r;acgm; i
a single group, for living and disciplinary purposcs, mc:z d o

cars of strictly ordorcd military lifc, uscd Fo.c;:cpcct an itiesy
dircction, and students fresh from leisurcly civilion univers ¢

. 1 e
; y it the usual scminarian of the late paes
fulm iy st e oturning scrvice students. As

in .this Amorican church FAll ot sﬁ;zct?gv:;‘ been h~althy nor conducive
o motter of fact, those lazy mays ” : ~ cquipment
MRl o0y 5w ccminarianc" (Yorc time, nlacc, and cquip



* for arn adeguate sports program may be indicated. This program should
be a COTOLLSOTY pant of cach student's daily routine. This will provole
ne stuiens rovolusing 1f the progrem is other than sheer drudgery. ot
callstnenices, HitusCe How ebout o swimming pool. — 2d. )

"These men ~ho eome bock, ospecially if the weaker brethron
arc vecded out, =ill ‘mo- ver: well indeed hor badly the Church has boen
deing its jeb. They 'mll have sien only too clrarly the general irdif-
fercnee of American menlnod t2 religion. They +ill be uvnfer no illusion
thot to oe a clergimas is tn be honored and resnactad by the renk and
file ¢ follzs.  They »1ll Meor that tie Churck is fighting for condinucd
oxusvanes, "ith its buck te vhe well, fishiting ageinst a deadly doing-
imaored that 1s worse thon violent morsccution. They wiil not rezard
sac panistry os 'on casy vay oute' They will domend severe training,
inf s liectun) andé spiritual. They 1ill e toudh. ‘'The seminary that
trics to trawin them will have to be as tous: as they ere —— diract, to
e neint, herd-wvor'tins, hard-vprayirg. In short the scminerics are
eci» - to have to stop oveirg pelite cluvs of charming peconle following
lijerery pursulss in o graduaie—school atmosphere and become gymnasia
wiich conaltron men to fighv for God.'

—000--

Briof, on a flyinz night

From the shalwen tover,

A flnc't nf vells teles flight,
And gocs vith the hour.

Zi%e birds from the cete to the geles,
abrunt - - 0 harkl

A flent ~f bells sots sails

And goes to the dord.

Sudden the cnld 2irs swing

A versoc of bells, tekes ving

and fli:s —ith the cloud.

—~-Alice Mernell
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Ten the Xrauth WMemorial Library
was dedicated, it was said that it was
to serve all of the Lutheran Church in
Mmericac It has done that in a way and
to a desrec that few poople appreciate.
Recent accuvisitions of books are one
in which it is preparing

ROFITABIE FOR RSADING , , ,

5f the vways

to do its 7part in the critical years
ahcad. The able and willing assist-

ance of the staff is an important part,

too.

Yery recently the Library has pur-
chased some things which have been on
All of us are
extent with the EW
TESTAMZUT CCVMENTARY vascd on Dr. Mof-
recently

lacking.
We have new all thosc which have been
and our forward-
looking library alrecady has some on

its list for some time.
familiar to sone

translation. Until
these volumes were

fatt!s
soma 0F

published so far,
order vitich arec not yct published!

Under the guidance

AVERICAY LIFE in 12 volumes.
the volumes has Ydeon writton by an

authority in the mneriod covercd.e Such
an addition mcans much for the student

of raoscarchi.
But cven those

specialists in this

Truslow Acams.
to road about what our ancostors did
and way, but we

iod shows
ctce, were really like.
newsrcecl does the ncwspapere

000

of Professor
Tappert a number of very important
additions have been made in the field
of Amcrican History. Most imvortant
of these is an oxcecllent HISTORY OF
Jach of

of us who are not
field will cnjoy
loozing into a very attractive ALBWM
OF AMTRICAN EISTORY, cdited by James
It is all well cnough

find it difficult to
picture in our minds sometimes Just
vhat they and their ora looked like.
This volumc, covering the Colonial por-
in countlcss picturcs what
their aouscs, clothos, and furnishings
Locd into it!

It suoplements o history book like the

The book review colunns of TED I7-
THZRAY recently gave prominent nlace
FO a new nublication with an intbrost~
ing title and oven more interesting
contents, RELIGIOUS LISERTY I¥ LATIW
AMERICA. Our Church and all Ivangeli-
?al bodics are taling an incrcasing
interest in Latin Arcrica. Roman
Catholics +ould have us belicve that
our missions arec not wanted, but ¥r.
Fovard, the author, gives a somewvhat
different answer.

These latter years scem to have
produccd a large number of new trans—
lations of the Xew Testament. Some of
these have been gond, soame not so good.
Right off the presses is THT NZW TEST-
ANENT IN S¥GLISH by Mgr.Ronald A.Xnox,
a British Roman Catholic. This one
differs from most in that Fr. Xnox!'s
thesis is to malke the evangelists and
apostles talk lile Englishmen.Zow wcll
he has succeecded you may Jjudge not only
from the highly favorable rcviews tkis
book has rccecived from clerical and lay
rcaders obut from your own oxperience.
The Library has provided it for you!

We arc vriting this on the Eve of
Scptuagesima. As we lonk farward to
the Enly Scason of Ient and prepare to
turn cur ovn stops toward Calvar;” and
trcad the road of the Passion,we might
well start by going to the Library for
Ienten readinge In homiletical aids
you will find much of valuce Dr. Stro-
dach's VICTIM OR VICTOR is thc ncwest
of many. But down in the bascment in
the devatisnal sectinn 'Z' you will
find much t» aid you in ysur »vm ox-
pericnce.

This month brings to a close this
writer's proprictorship of this page.
If it has stimuleted a 1little intcrest
in recading it Thas scrved its purpcse
well. But remember, students and
alumni alirze, the scminary is rere to
sarve the Churche The Krauth Library
w111 mail you any Dbanks you want if
you will but pay the postaze. Tac Stu-—
donts! Coaperative 3Baolk Assnciation
will procurc for your ovn library bocks
you vant to o (and save you money,
t00) . You —ill find recading - -

profitablcl
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BISLICAL INTIRPRITATION IN RSVITH

PR ———— -

The Seminarian Offers Its Readers a §
ProfosssT Zracling's Recent Lecture

ynopsis and Comment Upon
Before the Scminary

—_———

L. 5 Ogen}ng d- series of lectures presented on successive Taursdays
_1efore tre eminary oy various scholars and loaders in the Churca, Dr.
- K v b N e " Fe ’
.J.n.q. Ge He Krac l}:’Lan, professor of 0l1d Testament at Union Theological
emirary, svoxe herc Januarr 11 on the j "Ripli

Y gLl ne subject, "Bivlical Internrotati
Tomorrow." ’ R on

A 7o0d nortion of the lecturc was devoted 10 a rcview of the
}nsto?;r (')f 1n‘tcrpro’tat10n, a backzround for Judging present trends. Dre.
{racling's scholarshin and oxpericnce were well fitted to the task of
{a.?thfully dcscrlo"f.n . the sircam and its many currents. Fis delincation,
fair and sympathetic, carriecd the interest of his hearcrs and cvoked a
discussion followin - thz lecture.

It was cvident from the very deginning of the lecturc that onc
canmnet regard biblical cxegesis as a static subiect but committed to a
state of flux. The great theologians and religious thinxers of all cras
of Caristian history have been able to present all they had to say in
tae medium of biblical interpretation. Dr. Xraclins sugsgested that
Lutherans, in this respect, have achicved a measure of unity and harmony
in the system of Pauline thought, but cven that at the exvense, in a
certain scense, of further fceling and frcedom of thought. In other words,
osur interpretation of the Scriptures bears the influence of Paul, redis-
covered by Luther at the time of the Reformatinn; the question for us to-
dal is how rmuch creative interprctation we have seen since the day of
Lutner.

In presenting an historical analysis of biblical interprotation,
Dr. Xreeling mentioncd thac succession of rescarch and thcory that has
destre rod the "idealistic view of the Bible": Hegel and Darwin, archaecl-
ogy end finally psychology. In answer to the disturbing questions of
these newr clements, many Protestant bodics turned €0 their Confessions,
but only insofar as they agrec with Scripturc. Yet all this does‘not
permit us of aveidinz the scarch of Scripturc in cur oZforé to discover

its pure teacning and rclevancoe

Theroupnn the speaker presented a brilliant analysis of tao
recovery of persvective and insight in the interpretation of.§§r1pture«
Iwucting histarical interprotution was shom fo rendsr tho Bi9.o oven
more remote as a s~urco of faith and spiritual powere inedeene ihéon
. N . - n
came to be regarded a matter of imagination, m&r.l,v’ were tuf--C%_:O to
social idecal and sovzat refug: in cthical toach?ngsf .A‘ruac R Gormon
this trend b ht on a ncw theology of rcvelatinn #hicli arosc in Germony
nd brought o: ’ Wil s sosis." "Spirituall
and based its claims upon a kind of "spiritual exogesisc A Jedig
bein~, the watchword »f this schonl, its cxponents recogrized 1n ﬁxo’i‘;h?s
HE N o h o . 3 s ]
a "roal schnlarly offrrt! in which the "object is gilving smrltet > c;uld
p <) 3

met.od become a part cf systematic thienlogy . Professiopaldeig;;ii (’2‘10
not ith this concopt of the spiritual, and maintalned b: :

copec with this coancep »al in Paul's day than our owne.
direct work of the Spirit was much more roa

() n 7 ¢
They focarcd the cxcosses of mysticism and Jhegsephy



Then came Xarl Barth's enrmen ;

Romans. Dr. Zraeling described Barth'stggf’j{eztiiiuii"sti:ttir ;3 Fne
methed of exegesis waich proceceds word by word far a bro g i
that scezs tn discover the message of the text ifself' Z%I‘ ipp‘mmh
reveals"Paul, the living apostle, not Paul the anciené g Bzg‘ghtazt
sougr,j.“.t to convey a thenlogy by means of his comentarveu'pon Ro .ss

In t&is resopect he resembles Iuther and Calvin. I—Iowe;ror our‘ Zizaf
poir.tod fut that Rarth, under the influence of Kiorﬁcogz;az"d reads ;;Or"
into Romans soamething of the Dane's qualitative diffor:cncc,bcévccn z;.cin
and eternity. Herc again the professinnal cxegetes arose in pfdtestgme

‘ The historic methnd of interprctation, Dr. Kraeling character—
ized as properly te domain Af the rescarch labnratory with its 'nulti;
plicity »f refinements. Here »nc comes upon all mnnér of S'pcci;ll arcas
7T biblical criticism: forn, style, traditirn, cultic exverience
ariental psychalo«y, and social, cconomic and archaef)lcgi;:al intcl"ests,
_t') rmention scveral. 3xeclusive adierence to any ome ~f these cmphases
e stated, unfits the thenlogiane And these tronds are developing

Just at the time when lansueges are dranning nut of the senminary curri-
culae  Yet there ariscs some concern when ve realize that shortly only
sccular scholars will ba cquipped tn investigate these new apnroaches
and arrive at their particular discoveries.

Where in all this complexity cen theolnzicel students turn?
They rust go beyond the historical (meta—~historical), our specaker ad—
vise¢. They must inquire into meaning morc then into being. Their
nrovince is te discover the religious message that lies in the texte.
Yet we cannnt zn bact tn the arbitrery use of Scripture. We rmst know
vhat o passasc mecant historically. This complex situation calls for the
most carcful handling. The excgete rmst choose his way between pre-—
conceived ideas and a tangled confusion of relativitics.

To his discussion Dr. Kracling introducecd further clements:
the rind of the writers of Scripture and the velue of the history of
the text in its interpretation by different ages. For oxample, John
1 2dés something that Genesis 1 docs not presente And more valuable
for vs to-—-day than the nistorical sctting of a book such as Galatians,
is its subsequent histery, say in Tuther's time Ve should not anly
regard the books of thc New Testement in their first century setting,
but also inquire haw they have farcd in times since, & :.',tudy most
i1lurinating in such cnses of''mixed blessingsfas the Epistle of James.,

Dr. Zracling sct forth as a rcal goal of biblical interpre-
tation the immediate, Christian message for to-day. This rcquires a
norm or standard nf judgment, such as Lutkor has advanc.:cd: gll that
rclates ta the principle and history of rcc‘empt?nn. With this norm
operative, one nceds subsrdinate tnosc varts which lcad intn the by-

patas.

Our spealer's conclusion rovoaled much of practical solution
+ and cognizance of the

t : ith that humility
2. Yhousd faabionsdoagi Rot Diversity in the New Testament

spiritual that marl a truc scholare .
ficld among students and scholars is a zood thing, he doclarec%. Tl;ct
01d Tostament must fregquently be left more to thciprﬁii‘cssignz cg:;gigge.
‘ o 1v that which is in himsc ce’
TR L E R t significant of the many brilliant

. e QIS Y e




arc Judging us vhile ve are criticizing thom,

last enal;sis bespeaxs merc the natural than thoPs-iritual man

Anoronri tcly our speater y thosc communtar® n Joh _rm,_Bm’;—:)f—-'che

Tars oL = 3, is nnt ~nly & work of scl~larship bu: "wf' art - ‘s;pp‘iﬂd 1%
—— Ol .i__ an the scene nf Gnetho's sch-ler in_.’_a.u:t azJing~inE->bt’m

War d ‘of'.‘l_.. Snirite. Thraushit e Cross vel, »ta3, soc"oit c;mmt ent;r

tat soiritual worlde And berare, far off. our sc mingly most inspired

mdfic. tu wre nnt inspircd at all  The miracle af @ nteenst aff’)rds‘ us

a cluce Zor us it romains to that futur® ay of revelati

siell "speals witn ather tongues," that we shall really

Bidblical criticism in the

“n, “hen wo
no- the ansers.
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CAI3p AR 07 DMIRE SF arY EVALTS

Thurséay, February 1
v~ 1 ctures bywnre Mertin J. hicinecken
11:30 ac me "Is 5nd Abs~lutely Other?
€:00 p. m¢ "Is Ouristianity- Rcasonable?"

‘anday - Friday, Tedbrunry 5-9
Zxar inetisns

~aurséay, February 8

Y ©:00 F. 4. ILccturc: "Sohn Casmar Stacver, Mthoran Finneer in
' k?px'iccf' ore R L. Winters

fonda; , February 12 to Friday, Fedruory 22
Scrmine rs

m.. 508}, Feoruary 13
**Croir Banquet

ASI WETIZS wY¥ _ February 14
Fcly Co _ynian 11:00 a. m.
Preacl. r, the Rev. G. Elson Ruff, Litt.

LS |

™ sda; , I'cbruary 20
“Sen1 r Banquct
Prida; ,, February 23

Vinter Tcrm cnds.

', Iebruary 27
?S.gﬁnary (x:lolralr incomcnt, 11:00 A, 13 St. Michacl's Church, Germantown.

s
Corincoma i a RO W Pronklin Ce Fry, o o Prosident of the
United Luthcren Church in grica.

Thwrsdey, ‘areh 1
Registration faentering studcents

Friday, (aﬁch 2

Spring Term Begins. 11:00 A. Y. Holy Corrmunion
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neluding Zditoral Commcnt in Rotrnsnect

PR 'Thc_EniY')th.fw.issue o‘f tic Seminarian 17t anly marzs the closc

£ the ditoricd aclivity of thic orosont staff aver on allntted sarind

£ %ha tvo pracoding scmesters, ik orings o class of somc thirtr scminar—

eas te the tilresiliold of Conrisncerent ond thro o idening lorizons of a

istry in the Caurci. Our articliss this ronth roflect these Mlast

t.in e," &@s it vere; and our present juncture, -ith certain rescrvations,

ils L ¢ltontacr irrclovent to the confession of Donng, in ane of ta

ol Sernots (albecit ~ritten upan a fer nors ausnicious ncepsinn in life)—
"T'is is »y oluy's last scene; here huavens appoint

*nilarimoe's last mile; and my race

Idly, vot guicl-ly run, hath this last oace."

2
o)
i

-w

t this very writing, seniors meoting with examinin: brards and
ecommittens of Synnds, arc attesting to their faith and knovledse as candi-
3 " K

datoe iring tn tlio high officc of tho Gospel Ministry. Onc'!s mental
and. spiritusl dovelooment over those three ycars of thenlogical training
is, ¢t this time, o matter of scrinus rdlectinn and sclf-cxamination,
wnmd cccasions, poriaps, mingled omotions of regret and satisfoactinn.
y cuality and contont of nur rorke is a profitable subject for aporaisal
n

nd crrmherisone Son for as tho latter is concerned, it is interesting
o {ind such an ent o8 tho follomin, in tho minutes of the Ministorium
f Fonnsvlvenia for Junc, 1848, just short of a contury azo:
"The cormittoo o
thoy have consciontiously oxaninad the apnlicents dirccted
to them, in y usucl bronciias of studys viz.s Hobrow, Groaok,
Lotin, Dogmatics end Morel Theolesy, Church History and
Exczesis end hove found lessrs. tn have accuired a
very. g00d, and iy o sufficiont lmomledze, and thorefnaro
vour committee nronoso, thot lessrs. , be reccived into
our ¥inistoriun."

tuot & shift of orphosis in Seminary train-
in: 'ee bprrujhit tin practical aspoets of the pastoral minis:,ry in'.m pro-
minence. Aand, as c goro to-doy chellenziny, %‘wr oxampla, tac p:)s_slzio?
7f Liblical leon e e study in o seminor: cur.rlculum (t‘n sa:fﬂr.lot.lng\c_, 0 z)x
boct rovnd in tac classics or a facility =ith medorn thonlnzical Geraon

18 fre, ot tho sime time, facing probloms erising from 1:‘:.0 nrcs.:r.\tl:z'.re

Of thc lattsr wo mould mafor sur reedors to custgtions in £n 'l‘rtlctv 134
2 oy 1is i ot LT -2 may confino curs2lves 12 U

andcerins elsaiior: in tiils 185uc.e & r. (2 1A ; .

wancrel nbsorvetion that in the sominnrics to—doy students mcnscljr,s

e ; : ’ iti - tro current program of thnologicel

are tepinning to sveluste more criticelly the g 6

aducatisne

It is quits ~vident

woars nf scminary life, wo are

In rovie~ins the nest three e i RECE

nrornt @ to set dovn o for abscrvatinns as a ?22‘01‘1
end s mfl-cting prinerily but po rsh1al opinlone

mensirn in a Tro-Fold Opportunity

twn—fnld opportunitys:
o mat snogls of tho scminory carcor a8 & \
at once a sgigg‘t‘;ific thonlo:icel treining and arspiﬁ:'?gl ;;Vgigg?;ztiind
Sio Tt anb o LA NE HENarop dRC At e vlen char i an il AR 2 S
ooricnce under tae canop A ; ‘

o gy



forcin:, suchr & distinction betvecen tio intormingling clemonts: asvover.
for the sco of clarity and convenience, vo moy omploy this some,bns
ardivrery divisione For indecd, there is a cortain conflict wagin: bo-
tvoer tho intellect and the spirit, ovetswen faith and roason tha: rondors
theolosical study so difficult o pursulte In mointaining intellcatual
ipline cnc ecenmnt noslect religious pietys nor is the opposite pro-

postinn fully satisfyinze TIn a sonss, te como to the Seminary with the
boc cround »f tho Ronalssance, end meot in our study of thoology the

nowy cmphases of the Refarmation. The doctrince of the centrolity of man
ig eenfrornted ith tho disarming mossfge of tho grace of Gnd.. A tension
jinevitobly rosults. To borrow Paul's phresc, wo esme ‘tn scc ansthier law
in our menbars, vorrinc ageinst the lavw of our mind (soirit). Tc are not
-an1lv delivarod from this dilemme except in our complo%e surronder to

L

-

el i
t12 Gospel of Curist, And here even the stoutest heart is thoroughly
tricd.. Iovertiacless, tension can be put to 2017d use

3 "ul ot b nte mfion of the personality is nnt the most
;J,‘,:' 1‘(:‘;:;P~c.t- ':i—w-]:-r lif, . Frnfossar Wlorisht, for cx;u:.:pl , ln Alecussing

XEL et szowd, 1, pronsunces him " 2 of the srestest fitur's of 21l
ti.,, ir s ite of 3is tenlency to psyckic sbhnarmality—-a ten©ncey

1Oy }C skares with meny otinr spiritual lozders of Man™ind." Further—
Mmoo, e belicves that Y cartairn 'ebnormelity! is rocuiref to divirt «
tlbn's thoul;hts ¢nd his gmotional exporiasnces fror the common tro2A%ill
7f lumin tiincing and feelinge Whilg the individual is und-ubtedly
Veanlrst ~hen nis popsannlity is mast fully intcérdated, the traditional
motte, rens spna is corpore sann, is not well ctlculated for orosréss
gsinec 1¥ ef7uces ratirer to stagnation. . . It is preciscly friction end
conflicy betrcon imnyrfectly bolinced or harmonized clements in 2 man's
mente] relie—yp -mich poy lond to innovations and disceveries. Real Erect-
ncss rfien orer os from prafound sviritoal or intellectual *rfvail. A
vl~cid, bevine riind mays br cxcordinzly well integrated »t o 1o™ lovel;
a ;ifted dema o me rmay in/ny perfect naruous and hental “a=1t.l, Ata few
coiscicnticus scrunles or intellectusl strusil s to orevent him fron em-
plo;in: his t:l nts £7 peors mel adventagp and to public discster-—in other
'7ords, he is intc rateg o & higer 1avsll!

Ta rre n~t sypansting thet Ana cultivate his necilinr "abnormeli-
t1{ s:" 0 :ra reenrizin - the lc dtim e exist nco end usc of = tonsion
botv..n rin? eni sniNit +xt, ®snityeur cffarts, farcvs itsclf at times
upor ‘our cxpericnene T .rA tiis we erc v-urd to myxtas «c onoly oursclves
ty the studr of t"enlo .

Tho Cultivation of Christian Knowledso

mo meintain theoln -icel scholarshin, <. s~min-ry rust 49 all it.

CERSyOREnIPOT 'a'.d"‘f,ﬂlcsm a_snirit ~f incuiry. Aind pru€iscl *hera scminaries
arc prrne tn  gr in viaw nf tl joovershclmin fend dircct eapocal of. th:i -
solriturl contont of thoe sub gcts nf stud ;3 Rz‘.thcr”should the spiritua
trresure induce an oven arc dovoted schnlersnip! ;.:ugrc arc drizers S
ruanin -, intn side is w's. But 'gro grain 2 cnntm} p11vot ﬂff‘ers a ri. 3
in Pt‘ir{zt far our scholrrship. This moy Yo the C.aurch, »r the C.}ospcé
t" Crurc* cherishes ~nd praclairs. Th se r°y in a scnse, 11rr}1_ts b}

01 r X limits thot ~iwe meenin ' and purposc
sciolsrly rescarch, but noc the less, Haplaty o
t> our intcllectu~l nursuits in order thoat. the rcsults mey chion

strengti.en faitis.



. Yowever critical we may be of the academic clirmate of sur
seminaries. we co**}d not rith fystice neglact to recognize our tal
ro ress and “revt. over the | dhrs of seminary trainin ., It iﬂms'ri]tli

a deer sense c¢f -ra*itude thet. mo aclkno- led -e~ the influé;qce am; zindl
interect of c.:roa:ri-v:-ménﬂs devated to tho buildin: of this sclmooi'zndy
-i-,t?-‘c‘u}t*iv' tl?n‘,Of . ristian 'nowl~rdze. The teac - mirnistry of our
Ta~'l Fis cnt et 'd in our mids*.. To raceive tne imncet of personalitics
ate }nd in th Yrlssaxd of 'the Zos 1, to bencfit fram the sc"mlars’r:.in
of .inCs ~cll--trol.€d au?ulont, a9 it v o, Car our use: "su‘ch is the

ai 2 privilaze of a scminar:scarc o, As t.A_str n_th of a seminary

5 Stadiin thnﬁ““'n it has traincd and the_C%urea it égrvcs. it rémains for
ut, rerran , to dis 8ver iI7fg fre v.ars an adecuate appr ciation of our

foitlativ = “dori-nes .or:. "or ovuifour c.ars in this schoanl have
~itacsecd the closy of insnirin vicar~rs AT tcachin; end scrviec among
roviring membereof tic-Facalty, @ ar obroxcht to a dramatic realizatirn

of tle power of Ciristian wi %'Ssiwyand the influ nec of sound scholsr—
scive  And tiou f 3ro-ming was spealing of the art of music, his lines
anyl* to true greatncss, "dcreviar found; his thougat is ours:
"Yc havo heard and scen; eonsider,
and bow thc hecad!"

A Luthcran Conscinusness

; P-r'ans most distinctive of all academic values of nur semirary
* the cultivet?on of a Lutheran or cvangslical consciousnesse T do
o1l te i-visti 8" and sppreciate the oxnressions of nther branchas of
Stristencart, % tsrab¥ enhance the understanding of our nvn; yot are

' dea™i’ " in l1esscr matters if for a moment vo farget our ora birtia-
riv . =Cps is guc®? < thing as a Lutheran cmnhasis and flavor, a »ure
and i7" Vse af the Ward of Gnad, as it is sometimes called. If that is
logt gt e nf, we surrchdcr our right ~f cxistenco as a rutyeron yurc.
‘e #rc not committ ¢ to pirpetuating traditions per sci an ﬁvang:“‘iical
an eack nravides a gtirmilus and 1ifs of its »n It is, rather, nur
o vilege 85 t~ in#? rovwt Ceistianit’e And an ararcness ~°f at is
£ Tutherarn cenius, © lusive as that mar », 1is planted and n~urished in
us threugh tho o"fective influence of cur seminar: study

It is arr~dl , #ha' , that.~¢ are orovided rich subject's for
g7, O0 L0 ygi g8 174 ist ~ insist unant] ~se mental discinlines
nrcegsar,’ tn pursas tiis study rith the assurance nf lasting benalite
e Seminary Community

it neaen tmasohare
A11 such ae*ivitr may b~ carried M a7 gaT ,“c..ial a ’
it . intellectual develonment

A nc . 0 - ) - -
A¢Y ¥ pistian charitw. F-r int rim,lod
{,. as oriornceo. mu..is sccond
13 o transforming and é-~cpraid r ligious au °or : :
37 Aptupits nf somi# rr 1ifo ca d frund ® rk.ps i. no otiaer 1n_stit1;ti:on
‘e 117~ s- attrac i* in its idaal intur‘)la}’_nf study” and spirl;c‘ua
follcvslkiv. Wo are afforded in scminary the rie. possivilitics of a
i a0 4 ~rtunity to rolato daily
2v~tienal lifo, in private as i1t isiﬂum rgzrato o I
91 er to the r-und 9° daily taslts; ln COIE §. ; oc
onrortunity t~ unito rrith follov-students in & comon liturgical life.
morc than anything clsc is.tae

% o arc reminded af tho farrmal
jce nf Matriculation.

Tat unites us all, ’pué'ha'ps,.t‘
ver- rcel & meant of a Sominat: Commmniltye i & r
aspects of"t.;is c~mmnal life in cvery recurring Serv



But as the Apostle's lctter of commendatinn w

hearts of his Corinthian follow-bcliovcrs;nscazh;ﬁ:ig.'1§:;t§?nti2 2
Seminary Community lies in an uncxpressed band uniting us ane to
anncther in a cormon faith and in a esmmon calling. Representing a
varicty of minds and p. rs~nalitics, e are, all the sarnc, facing common

Joys and nerils. 32ath are forces that unite. Sumsunting all is an
allogiance t» nur Onc Lord and ¥aster.

The community 1ifG, so distinctive a mark of the thenlogical
scminary, susgests to us three arcas of intereste There is an intellectual
ocxchange nf idcas, nnininns and findirgs. It is illustratcd in confcriing
tozether in studics and serm"ns nr sn casuval a matter as the lonan of a
boolze There is a corrmnity ~f informal dev~tinsnal 1life where ton or
taree arc gathcred together in wnrship ar discussisn ~f religinus exper
ience. There is the larger sncial conscinusness vhen, for example, the
Seminary as nne unties ts hear a lecture, tn pay tribute tn anc »f its
nunoers, Or in corporatec —nrship colebrates the Sacrament of the Lord's
Supper.

Insofar as e have urged en increascd cmphasis upnn schnlarly
disciplines, we arc led tn n»ffer a corresponding appecal for the rekxind-
ling of spiritual life. The orofessional study 2f thecolagy can stifle
a sventancous, crecative, religious imaginatione How strange to suggest
that relizisus crcativity may not always flourish in a thenlngical
seminary! 3But such is the disheartening conseguence of lukewarm intercst
ar ccld, impersenal handling »f the materials of thenlogy. The fault,
covicusly, lics in oursclves. We arc content not to think, net to
rcspend to the Tord of Gad with our whole being, not to ook upsn all
tho grcat crcatinn »f God before our eyes as tho manifestation »f His
oower and purposc. The student studies theoslogy not s® ruch in his
rcmote "ivary tover," rather in some dark and rmsty cave. Our nced is
for light and air and that provided in @94's frec and spen world.

In conclusion may wo veice nur gratitude for all the Seminary
2ffors in the twn arcas we aave discussed above, nonest suudy and religicus
cxpericnco. Both of these figure in the daily lifc of the Seminary
Comrmunity. 3Bnth arc in constant need of strcngthcnin{g as the Scm’inary
fulfills its primec mission. 9o wan are boginning a ministry in‘ tho
Cuirch will nowv draw the dividends of this two-fold traininge May our

arowth in knowledge and graco - onriched in theso past three ycars =

! 2 11
continuo as wo "press on to the gnal for the prize oifGodlatn clics

in Chirist Josus." —The Editor.

=n0n—
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