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CHRIST THE VINE, A HEDITATION

by

Warren Bicber

"I am tho vine, yn aro the brancheg: he that abideth in me, and
I in him, the sane bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do
nothing." Jonn 15, &,

I wonder if you have over thought seriously ebout the signifi-
cance of the words, "I aa the vine, vo are tho branchos.” Tha be.,utv of
the fall season is fast waning. Everywhere has been displayed the magni-
ficance of trees with their 1leaves of many colors. It is quite evident
that the breanches on which those leaves were hanging were beins nourished
from a central source. We might very well make an analopy here, substi-
tuting Christ as the central source of life and us as the branches. 1t is
more than lilkely thuat you have considored this analogv bofore, but have
you thourht seriously of tho meaning of our union with Christ and its im-
portance for our lives?

From our very birth Christ has been in union with us and we with
Hime ~ He has been the sole source of our spiritual life. It was baptism
that first brought about tris union, Our sponsors made the promnise that
they would strive to develop this union between us and Christ and make it
meaningful for our lives, As we rrew older snd besan developing our own
sPiritual contacts, our lives were broucht into closer union with Christ.
de were learniny how to choose the right type of friends nnd to help our
neizhbors when a need arose. At this time (if at any time) our rercnts
exerted their influence uron us, They sacrificed time and time again,
that our lives might be molded in the right manner.

As we think back to our childhood days we realize that even at
that time Christ wes in contact with us, working through the Holy Spirit,
helnins us to overcome the various difficulties that confronted us .
frethor we tool: advantago of this Futher-child relationship is for each
of us to decide for hinsclf.

Having bocn brourcht into unicn with Christ through baptism, we
may gar in the words of Gaint Prul, that we "have put on Christ." But we
made an even groator attimpt to come closer to Christ when we took our vow
of confirmation, for at that time ws should huve be¢on aware of vhat we
were doing and gayiug, and have reelized that we had now become active
nembers of the church, Iiaving been brought closer to Christ it was of
even greater necessitv that our lives exemplify our neme "Christian.," In-
stead, some of us suffered from a feeling of dejection following confirma-
tion because of the gradual disarpearance of many members of -cur cleas,
Insvead of considering this service as a dedication to a closer union with
God, many considered it rather as a graduation from Him.

After being received into the Church through confirmation, we
“ere given the privilege of partaking of the Sacrament of the Altar, which



we had learned in our Catechism "is the true body and blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ, under the bread and wine, pgiven unto us Christians to eat
and to drink, as it wfs instituted by Christ Himself." Perhaps no one
thing brinfs us into closer union with Christ than Holy Communion, The
great nmystery tliat it is, I believe brings us nearer to Christ each time
we partake of it, if we come with the right kind of attitude.

laving spoken of three ways in which our union ith Christ is
made possible --Baptism, Confirmetion, and Holy Communion-- I wish to add
one more means bty ‘thick our union with Christ becomes even more real, I
refar to prajyer, Our earliest contacts with prayer were probably under
the guidance of our purents. Trhey taught wus the Lord's Frayer, pruoyers
for mesl time, and prayers usaed before going to bed, iio probably ac-
quairted ourselves with other pravers learned in Sundey School and perhaps
in church. ‘then wo 1ere old evoush to go to Luther League we may have
beeti called uron to offer an oxtemporaneous prayer, If we are developing
eorrectly alonp sniritual lines we should be receiving more and more help
from our duily prarers as tho years puss.

But it must cver be kept in mind that in order to strengthen our
union with Christ through rrayer, we :ust listen to Him for « reply to our
requests, It is not only a one way conversation. We cannot do all the
talking., Although the answer mayv not be just as we would like it, never-
theless, we can count uvon its being for our betterment,

You may be curious to know vhy I have revieved the cycle of e-
vents that take place in the averase Christian's life. I have done so for
this reasons I wanted to rrove that 1like as the tree or vine sends forth
vitality into every branch, causing it to blossom; so Christ, our Vine,
€ives us vitality through baptisn, confirmation, foly Comuunion, and
praver. In our Lord's analogy of the vine and the branches he shows us
how close must be our uynion with Himes In this figure we discover tho only
means by which we cen manifost liis salvetion --loving submission which re-
cognizes liim as the source of Christian life,

But trore is ivhaere we have fallen dovm. e have not manifested
either before God or before our neighbors thet we have become dependent on
Ilim, His servunts, and live with the Grrist «g olosclv us the lcaves live
on the tree. on our own Seminary prounds the attitudos and hatits of many
men have often fallen far short of being in conformity with Christ's wish,
I nced not list our failures; you know them as vwell as I. ‘o must sense
that all of our actions must of necessity p2int toward Christ; otherwie ,
we are not of Him, Our lanruare, our manner, our fttitudes toward fellow
seminarians, our dealings with cur fellow men in reneral --all must convey
only one idea, the centrglity of Christ in our lives,

The true love flowing out of our union with Christ nust permeate
our lives completely., If we cen osteblish a consciousness for this need,
we can be sure that whorever wo pgo we will in a small measure 8t l€ast be
able to show thut we sre Christians, «nd are reaping the fruits gained
through the strength and vitality of Christ.

"I am the vine, ye are the brances: he that abideth in m® #nd I

in him, the same bringeth forth much fruits for without me yé can do
no thing, ph
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