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CH UST 'fHE vnn,;, . l IT 'l'I01J 

by 

· farrcn Bieber 

"I N:'I tho vi� , .'O aro tho bruncht : l-.o that abideth in me, and 
I in him, thn s·u:1O bri1 - th forth r:iuch fruit: for ,ri thout me yo con do 
nothing. 11 Jonn l 5. r:. 

I nondor if you hn·rn over thou ht s riousl:r r.bout tho si ifi­
cnnco of th words, "I re. tho vino, yo aro tho brunches." Tho bc.,utv of 
t�e fall seuson is

. 
fnst w�inr;. Ev r,,whore has been Hs lnyod the r.1agni­

f1c011ce of treos with their loaves of 11any_ colors. It is quite evident 
that tho brm1ch1 c on mich those lenves , ·ere ht.ngin were bei"',.,. ':'lourished 
from o centr·il source. Ve mihht ver., ,·:ell make o..'1 unnlo . hor , substi­
tutint- Christ as the cantr'\l source of life and us os the brnn" • It is 
more thr.n lil:ely thllt you h vo considered this anolo�y before, but hove 
you thou ht S'-'riously of t:ho rn.caninir of our U."lion d. th Christ , nd it:; i1r.­
portonce for our lives? 

From our vor.,r birth Christ hns been in union with us n."ld v:e with 
Him. He hns been tho solo sourc,., or our '"Piritunl lifo. It ·ns baptism 
that first brou ht about tris u."lion. Our tiPO:isors r.,ado the rol'lise that 
they would strive to devolop this ur' n l- t�"ecn us and Christ nn mnke it 
mea.>tin ·rul for our lives. As wo rrow older · nd be"'all developi!'lg our own 
s irituul contacts, our lives ·,ore brour-.ht into closer union with Christ. 
,fe wore lenrnin; ho·v to choose tho rit;ht typo of friend� nnd to hel o our 
nei;_;hbors when n nood on)so. At th±c time lif at any time) o·u ncr<'n+-s 
o,:ertau thoir influence unon us. They sscrificod 'time and tim a oin, 
thnt our lives might bo molded in the ri ·ht mnnner. 

As 1·•0 thin c bo.c · to our chil hood dnys wo rnnli ze tr.ot oven at 
thnt time Christ wus in cont .. ct Hith •ts, ,·.orkin� through the Holy S irit, 
holT)in; us to oYorcomo the vurious difficulties that confront ' us • 
,1hoth r 1ro tool: ndvnntt ,o of this • uth r-child rclutionshin is for each 
of us to decide for hioGclf. 

U1 vinr; bocn brou,;ht into -union v:ith Christ throui;h hu tisn, wo 
nny su:, in tho •r.lr s of :::�dnt nil, thnt wo "huvo ut on Christ. 11 But we 
t-:.ud"' ov n grout r I tt nt to co� closer to Christ when wo took our vow 
of confirmution, for at the t thilo i· should huva bean om1ro of ,mnt ·1e 
woro doin� nn '"nyiur, un h�·.re ro• i fzecf-:ntut wo hnd now �ecor:ie active 
::enberc of the cin1rch. Jhvin, boon brour,ht clocor to Christ it was of 
oven -ro•.1.tor nocesGitv th: t our lives exCI!lpli:fy our nu.'lle "Chris inn." In­
steud, SO! ll of us sufforod fror.i n feolin � of dc.'cction follo,·rir,g confirma-
tiou becuu:;e o the i;rn1lual ciisn eorance o� POJ?Y m:obcrs of 'rn,-. cln3�• 
Inocead of considorinr: this service as a derhcution vO a closer union .. '1th 
Gou, 11\My consitlorod it rllther os n -rndue.tion fror.i Him. 

After being received into the Church through confirmation, we 
· ore given the pri vHogo of port a.kin of tl10 Socro.nent of the Al tnr, which 



we had lenrned in our Cntechism "is the true body and blood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, under the brer-Ld nnd wi:1<>, r;h·en unto us Christians to eat 
an� to d:ink, n� �t Tl s iisti�uted_b:'' Crri.:;t Hincelf." Perhaps no one 
thin{j br1n s us in .. o closer union -r l 'th Chr.: st tha:.. Holy Co1:tr:1union. Tho 
great ·,yster.r ti 'lt it is, I believe brings us nearer t� Christ each time 
we pnrt!lko o f  it, if wo come with the ri ht kind of attitude. 

Having spoken of throe wo .. s in \'nich our union • -ith Christ is 
made possible --Baptic.-n, Confirr.wtion, and Holy Cor.munion-- I wish to add 
one more moans ry • hicr. our union i h Christ beco:tes ev, n � ore real. I 
re nr to >ra_rer. Our onrliest c 11tucts "ith prayer ,··ere probn.bly un-ler 
r.he guid1mc o f  our purents. l 0,1 tnught us the Lord's Prayor, prc.iyers 
for r.io· 1 tir , nn prn�•ors u. 1 before oin ., to be-• <' ::,rob4bly ac­
quainted 011r .. <lves d.th ot!ur prnrers lenrnod in Sundc>.y School and perhaps 
in church. ',ihon ···o r:ore old e"' ou�h to o to Luther Loa&ue \''e :,-:ay havE> 
bPe. called upon to o ffer M oxtemroraneous pr::iver. If we arc developin 
c,,rr ctly ulo - s1Jiritu·1l lj•,,:rn we should be receiving rJore nnd more help 
fro our duily prurcrs ns tho yoars p�ss. 

But it mu:,t over be kopt in mind thnt i1 order to strC1nc;then our 
union with Christ throu�h orayor, wo 1 ust listen to Hir, for :... reply to our 
requests. It is not only u one way conversution. Wo cnnnot .10 l'\ll the 
tnlki ,.... Al thou h tho nns or nm:, not be .iust '".s ,·o woul1 like it, never-
thelo. ", e cun count u1 on  its boinr for our botterr.ent. 

You may be curious to know rzhy I hnvo r •vj , ed tho cycle of e­
vents that ta.· e plnco in tho nver'1-e Cl.risti· 's life. I l t.ve done s for 
this reo.s I ran'tod to ,.,rove th•t litre ns t�, tr or vine sends forth 
vitalit;r i c. ovory branch, cnusing it to bloss ·; so Chri&t, our v·nc-, 
ives us vitnlity " r ..lf;h bu--tis·1, con.f'irr.!nti , :oly CommW1ion, and 

pr:1yor. In  our Lo,.1' � cmnlof:Y 01 the vino · nu t. brnr.chos he sho,·:s us 
hou close r.iust b,, ot.r nj on ,. i th Hin. In this fi ,uro \70 discovc>r tho only 
moans by which ua cr.n rnonifost His sulv tion --loving submission thicr rP­
cogni ios lli1n us the source of Chr .i st inn 1 ife. 

But here is d1 re , c huvo fnlle.'1 do ·rr.. iic hnvo not rnr.nifested 
nithor bcforu God or before our v i - l, "S 1--• t , � v b, co I o ndent on 
llim, His .. trv·nts, in<.l livo it' th, r>r,�t '"O olooclv ..10 the lcnv-es live 
on tho tr n. on our own Sll!llinnr r 1"l'1S tht n iturios n.11 r-i,1vS of r.la."ly 
men hmro oft (:>n foll on fnr short �f hc.i - in conformity v.� h Christ I s wish. 
I nood not list our fnilu1·os; �•ou knO\: tl.en ns ,·ell us I. \!o must sense 
thnt nll of our nct ·on:; must of r cesGity p-irt toward Cuist; otheni:f!, 
,,e • ro not of hirn. Ot·r lnnr:ua · , our nnnn r, our ttitudos tovrord fellov. 
seminurian:;, our denlinrs with ollo,·; n:e:1 ir r:enerul --o.11 rnust com·ey 
only ono idon, tl u3 contrt lity of Cl rist in our lives. 

Tho true love flow-inc; out of our union with Christ must permeate 
our lives cornploto)y. If m c:l.Jl . .,t r-lish n consciousness for this need, 
we can bo suro tl at whorover v o c "" vill in a S"' l r ensure t 1 ust be 
nble tC'I sho,, th: t , e , re Christior.,., ,.;,. r.re ronping tho fruits c;ained 
throuch tho strcng�h 1.ind vitulity of Chris�. 

"I urn the vine, yo ura the bronc .� : }':I. that obideth in m · nd I in hi-, thu stun b:-in@;oth fo1·th much frui :. 1 for \:ithout me y CH.ll do 
nothin •. 11 
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