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THE LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL SEMI 'ARY 

at Philadelphia 

January 7, 1947 

Mr. Rob rt M. Ir •land 
7301 G rmantown Av nuc 
Philad lphia 19, Penn ylvania 

D ar Mr. Ireland 

Now that I have had an opportumty to read through the Advent 
number of THE SEMINARIAN, let me take thi opportunity to con
gratulate you, the members of ;our taff, and the entire tudent body 
on this i. uc. The new formal i mo t attractive and the content i 
worthy throughout. I am happy to have our . tudenl body pon oring 
a magazine of this quality. 

For year I have had the £ 1mg that our students would do well 
to reduce the number of i ue per year and to make tho. c that are 
published n xc llent a pos. ible. I do not know whether a reduction 
in the number of i. u · Ls contemplated, but I certainly would u�gcst 
that it b k pt to a number, the content of which can be of the exc I
lent quality you have in this i u . 

With e,•ery good wish to you and the taff for a fine year, I am 

Sincerely your , 

PAUL J HOH 
Pre. ident 



Unity 
. 

From the articles that ha\'c been rccci\'cd for tlus issue it would 

seem that the them<.' of this numh ·r of THE SEMINAR IA might be 

called "unity." 

With our thoughts center •d on the Lenten period and looking for

ward to the clnnactic en•nts of Holy \Vcek, it seems quite m keeping 

that our attt-ntion should be turned to the position and the effective

ness of the church Ill the world today in carrying the go pel of sal\'a

tion, the go pcl of good news, tu all men. 

During the past month the central theme of our campus extra

curncular activities has been unity. The Inter cminary mo\'emcnt 

has had a Philndelphia area meeting lwrc. Tlw Lutheran Student As

sociation has met in confer •nee nt Stroud burp Students of the Sem

inary at Gettysburg ha\'e met here in a two da) period of Inter:-em

inary Fellowship. The c e\'cnts ha\'c produced numerous reactions 

.... 

• 

throughout the student body. The pros and cons of these ha\'e been .. 

debated almost daily in small group here on the campus. As an ob

server one i led to say that there arc two definite \'iews prevalent to-

day On the one hand, there is the group which fa\'ors all of these ac

ti\·it1e!o and secs in the Interscminary Movement and the "Ecumenical 

Reformation" the futurP hope of the church On the other hand, there 

1s the group which vigorou ly protests any activities of this nature. 

Their \'icw might be characterized by the phra e, "Lutheran pulpits 

for Lutheran men only." 

The views of the writers of this issue have been in favor of a 

unity of some sort, either inter-communion or inter-lutheran. It is 

the hope of the staff that the e view· will lead others to submit articles 

for a future numb r of THE SEMINARIAN, either supporting or de

nouncing, with their reasons, the stand taken on the issues set forth 

herein. 
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Your Cousin, Finland 
Hel ink1 i a long way from 

Mount Airy! 
Wh n I wns f 1r t informed that 

the Archbi hop had cho en m 
to go to America to study the 
method of the Lutheran Church 
in America, I naturally tried to 
nvi ion th Seminary at Philadel

phia, i building and 1t life. But 
one i so conditioned by l'XJ>(.•r
i nc , and my expcricnc had 
b en o different from your • that 
my vi ion prov d, in actuality, 
to b mere vi ion and nothing 
mor•. 

At the Univ r ity of H lsinki, 
the tud •nts arc not fortunate 

nough to have dormitories or 
anything like your Refectory. 
While a Univc ity Common i 
now being built, it wil1 not be 
fini hcd for many yea , and o 
the tudcn will continu in their 
a c-long cu tom of boarding in 
pri\·ate horn • or, if they arc 
lucky, with friend who live in 
or near the unive ity town. Our 
cl. c , like your , start at eight 
or nine in the morning, and con
tinue until noon. We then hav • 
one or two hour for th noon 
meal, and pcrhap one or two 
cla aft r lunch. There i one 
two-hour eminar 
other week. The dr 

once every 
· of the stu-

dent at both cminarie i sim
ilar except that we cannot get the 
good clothe which you are able 
to buy here-nor your bright tie ! 
Our students wear more sober 
colors-not only seminarians, but 

11 1clcn would hun the bright 
color for which you have uch a 
hkmg! 

Our ports nr" organized on a 
voluntary ba i , much the am 

yours in Mount Airy. We 
have rowing in the harbor in the 
ummcr and pring, and in the 

winter practic � indoor . Ba ket
ball, indoor and outdoor tenni , 
riding, skiing, skating, hockey, 
football, and ba ball ar omc of 
the other port which we njoy. 

The addition of municipal r -
creational accommodations t o  
tha! e provided by the univer ity 
i one of the bcncf 1t.s of being lo
cated in the c nter of the city of 
H •lsinki. The unh·cr ity i� in the 
old part of town, and, in 1 urban 
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etting, could be compared to 
your Yale Univer ity in the cen
ter of Tew Haven. The eminar
ian. , who number from three 
hundr d to f 1v hundr d tudenl , 
have the u c of thre Jar �c librnr
i : The Theological S -ninary Li
brary, which, a the name indi
cate , consb.t cxclu ively of theo
logical works, which mu t be u ed 
in the building; the theological 
d partment in the main Univer-
ity Library; and the Th olo ical 
ection of the Library of the Stu

dent Body. The S minar1an at 
Hel inki ha\'e no parate publi
cation devoted to the Seminary, 
such as this for which I ,vrite; the 
regular university publications 
are u. ed for this purpose. 



The academic year i practically 
identical with that prvailing in 
the United State • and begins 
about the middle of S ptembcr. 
The Christmas vacation. which 
starts about the middle of D ccm
bc·r I.. l one month, after which 
the: Sprmg cme ter tarts about 
th · t nth of January. Easter va
cation la one week, and the 
yenr ends u ually about the tenth 
of May, which I understand is a 
little earlier than i cu tomary in 
th United State . 

A i the crue at �fount Airy, 
we ha\c no cl e on S.tt irdays 
or Sunday . We an; _ ::.ctim 
a igned to variou parishes in 
th, t\ on Sundays, to teach Bi
ble School or a youth leaders, 
bu• never a liturgi until we 
arc ordained. The S e1 · r a r y 
grants two degree : the. Sorri 
Mini tcrii Candidatus, wh1cr. 1 
equivalent lo your Bachelor of 
Divinity, and Tlieologiae Candi

datus, which i equivalent to 
your Doctor of Divinity, except 
that it i not an honorary degr e. 
We have nothin that compar • 
to your Master of Sacred Theol
ogy. The de r c arc granted Ap
probatur C rn Laude, :Uagna 

Cum utude and Laudatur. The 
minimum rcquir ment for grad
uation i one diss rtation. But if 
a degr e Laudat11r i to b grant
ed, a di crtation mu t be writ
ten in each of the following field : 
Old Tc tament Exeg tics, N w 
Tc lament Exegetics, Dogmatic 
and Ethics, Practical Theology, 
and Church Hi tory. 

The conduct of the class 
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them ,Jvc i n little mor • formal 
in Finland than it is here. We are 
required to ri c when th profc -
sor cnt rs the lecture hall, and 
one the l cture has commenced, 
ther • ar" no mtcrruption for di . 
cu ion exc pt at the expre d 
invitation of the prof� or. I was 
amaz.cd th first time I nw stu
dents here in Am ricn with their 
feet up on th chair or de k in 
front of tl1em, for that would ne\·· 
er h' J nnitt d in Finland. How
ever, I came, I saw, I cxpcrimcnt-
d. and find it i very comfortable 

whether for h t ning or for doz
ing. 

Now b for, you get the idea 
that the studcnt-profc or rela
tto11 hip in Finland is entir ly for
mal, let m t 11 you thnt cv ry 
profo or u ually h a small 
group come to hi home, ju t a 
your profc o do, wh r • th re 
is theolo •ical talk, cu tomarily 
accornparucd by coff c and cake. 

Among other infonnal gather
ing I would lik c I cially to 
mention the participation of the 
cminarians in the activity of the 

Student Chri tian fovcmcnl. To 
thi orgnnizntion belong mcrnb r· 
from all the colleg of the Uni
vc ity of Helsinki, and al o from 
the other univc itic . Common 
m tmg are held al le t once a 
w • k for the purpo of tudying 
in th Bible and d1 cu ·ing its ap
plication to the Ii£ of the modern 
tudcnt. Thu • minarian come 

into contact with other univer ity 
students studying for career in 
different field . Contacts between 
students and the laboring class 
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have also b n more frequent 
since th war, nncl m. ny meet
ings arc held to discus que tions 
which cone rn them both. Dur
ing the war, the Fmni h student 
came mto clo contnct with men 
from other cla s of ocicty, and 
this h b n n valuable factor in 
building up a clo r uncle tand
ing of diver if1ed li\'e tmd out
look . Thi 1 one of the advan
tages in having th minary n 
part of the unh·ers1ty, for the 

minarian generally mix with 
men of w1d ly diver back-
ground and amb1t1on . 

I think that g n rally \\'e Fmns 
ar more mclmcd to be giv n to 
th silence which u ually is a 
charact ri Uc of th intro\'crt. 
Thi is true al o of the minnrmn, 
and would con titute on, of the 
chi f difference that I ha,·e no
ticed in the theological students in 
the two counlri . Ju t a  you do, 
w • have the mdivid 1al fr dom 
which r ul from Chri tian Lib
(.'rty. There arc omc tudent:; 

who moke and omc who do not. 
Although ther is no rule about 
dancing or drinking, no seminar
ian ever indulge in either. Your 
whole attitude i fr r, and you 
hav" a much more liberal concep
tion of the importance of xl r
nal , wherea we in Fmland ar • a 
little more pieti llcnlly inclin d. 
There i one quality which i very 
def matcly common to both the 
S minnry at Hel inki and the 
S min. ry at Philadelphia. We 
have an cxpre ion in Finni h 
which can b be t tran lated, 
''Take it with loo wrist. ." Now 
I don't want to qu ion the chol
ar-hip in either in titut1on. I 
would like, how Vl'r, to commend 
the tudent bodie of both scmin
aric for re i ting the e,· •r-pr �
ent profc orial prod for violent 
ab OrJllion of knowledge. Thi 
can r ult in int •llectual indi C-· 
tion rather than the more n)Ward
ing and healthful m thod of "tak
ing it with loo e wrist '" 

PENTTI PALONEN. 

A new mint try i in the making, with a new-old theology of po i
tive Christian convictions. And with such a ministry we may x
pecl n new church to ari e, a church competent to _peak to this age 
th one Name that 1 able to r d cm its lo t oul 

Editorial in The Cl1 ristian Century 

S cularLm i bankrupt, . ctariani m is a _acrilege, ci nee is su -
peel - 1l cult of magic cannot _a,•c u from disintegration and disas
ter. Only the vital mind, the �piritual mind, the magnanimou · heart, 
the merciful and killful hand can take our wild and crumbling world 
and re:.hape it aft r n new pattern. 

Joseph Fort ewton 
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A WORLD CHURCH 
"First of all, I ask that men make no reference to my name, 

and call themselves not Lutherans but Christians. What is 

Lttther? My doctrine. I am sure, is not mine, nor have I been 

cn,cified for anyone. St. Paul in I Corinthians iii, would not 
allow Chrtstia.ns to call themselves Pattli11c, or Petrine, but 
Christian. How then should I, poor fottl carca.'>c tl1at I am, 
come to have men gii·e to the children of Christ a. name de

rived from my u.·orthlcss name? No, 110. my friends: let tts 
abolish all party names, and call ourselves Christians after 

Him. Whose doctrine we hat.'e." (Luther) 
• • • 

It is interesting to think what 
Luther would say to us if he could 
visit our "Lutheran" churches in 
America today. How proud we 
are that we are Lutherans and 
how skeptical of Christians by 
any other name. It is right that 
we should be proud of our heri
tage and study carefully our dis
tinctive empha ,es and teachings. 
Yet, how shameful, stagnating, 
and perverting that we place our 
differences in emphasis and teach
ing first in all of our church life 
and work, and shut ourselves off 
from the general world of Chris
tian thought and fellow hip We 
forget that we are Christians f 1r!)t 
and Lutherans second. Many of 
us think in terms of the universal 
Lutheran Church, and neglect the 
universal Christian Church, while 
actually our Lutheran World Fel
lowship is enveloped by a Chris
tian world fellowship. We are 
baptized into a world fellowship 
the whole of which prays to One 
God, is saved, nurtured, and 
judged by One God. Luther iden
tified himself and his followers 

with this whole. Most of us have 
made our denomination a separ
ate part of the whole in theory, 
and in practice have allowed it to 
become th� whole. 

This partition of the Fellowship 
is, of coui�e. not peculiar to Lu
theranism. Most of Protestantism 
h a s  fo l lowed  denominational 
thinking to the brink of bankrupt
cy. 

We have shut our. elves up in 
little groups to protect our gleams 
of light and ha\.·e succeeded in 
creating a staleness which has 
nearly extinguished the whole 
Each has nurtured and developed 
a loyalty lo its own insights which 
has of ten turned to jealousy and 
hatred. There is no need to prove 
the tension and suspicion with 
which we hold one another today, 
for our enemies will not let us for
get and God drives us to our 
knees m repentance for our lack 
of Christian love and fellowship. 
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In a single generation Protes
tanism has seen a great turning 
back from this trend. We have 
learned much in the history of our 
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denominational life that will never 
be giv n up, and yet we have 
m1 ed the follow hip of th Uni
ver al C h u r c h. "The Little 
Church n els the Great Church. 
The Gr •at Church nc ds the Litt! 
Church. The Church of God in 
its wholene cri out for n r -
birth and a r •v1val." (Theodore 
W de)) 

Thi tr nd or chnngc in think
ing is truly a "movement." .. ·o 
organization ha forced it into 
b ing . No one cction of the world 
or ction of the church ha 
founded it. It 1 a mighty ideal 
which come a pring of water 
from many f I ur in th tat us 
quo and is moving like a mighty 
wave over all, and m n cvC!ry
wh r arc b ing ngulfcd by the 
gr at ideal of Chri tian Unity
of wo hipping and working to
gether. 
This ideal i of cour:-e be t known 

m the great world gatherings of 
Cl ri ·tian . Mi ion groups have 
m t in Edinburgh, Jeru alem, Ma
dra , and will m t thi .),Car m 
Cannda. The Stockholm and Ox
ford conf r •nee on Life and 
Work, the youth con£ •r •nc of 
Am tcrdam and, this y ar, O�lo, 
the Lau anne and Edinburgh con
fer •nee on Faith and Ord r, th 
coming World Council of Church-

' the Int rnational YMCA, and 
many other , together with the 
doz n of . mall r meetings which 
have pr par d for the e great 
one , are all cumenical land
mark . The ideal ha long been 
expre ed in our gr at common 
fund of hymnody, by the present 

and pa t ef for for union among 
denomination , by tatement by 
our own leaders and tho e of oth
er d nommat1on cxpre ing the 
n d for this unity, and by our 
growing ability to work tog •ther 
in war and peace. The ideal is 
finding exprc ion i n m a n y 
forms, in many place , and in 
many people. It 1s broad nmg 
our vision and nriching our 
live . Ecumcnic-s arc bemg taught 
in our chool , the 1 ·ature of The 
Church I rec iving new empha-
i in our theology, we are arriv

ing at a new appr c1ation for tra
dition, and in particular for litur
gical tradition, and we are arch
ing again for world-wide Chri -
tinn fellow hip and communion. 

Why uch unity? To hold back 
th Roman Catholic or Commun
i ? To f 1ght social e, il ? To 
provide a mor, olid lobby in the 
governments of the world? To 
top war? B cau e or nnization 

is a good in i elf? Rubbi h! And 
dangerou rubbish at that. The 
Movement toward Christian unity 
i valid only upon the inccre be
lief that it i God' will. The He
hr w were a p ople-Church. It 
was a people with whom God had 
a covenant and the Jew entered 
the covenant not a ~  an ind1v1dual 
but ns a part of the people of God. 
The Hol} Spirit came to The 
Church, The Church is the Body 
of Chri t, Luth r believed "that 
there i on arth, through the 
whole wide world, no more than 
one holy, common, Christian 
Church, which is nothing else 
than the congregation, or assem-
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bly of the saints, i.e., the pious, 

believing men on earth, . . .  " In
deed, the Ecumenical Ideal springs 
from Christianity itself. 

We have explained our pres
ent denominational positions by 
pointing out that The Church ex
ists wherever the Word is preach
ed and the Sacraments admln.lS
tered. In domg so we have lost 
the idea of The Great Church and 
have been content with something 
le ·s than the great ideal of Chris
tian unity and fellowslup on 
earth. Theodore Wedel has writ
ten on this point in the following 
manner: 

"The Church as a mighty com
monwealth o{ God, universal, 
holy, with a majtc..Stic history, 
with divine sanctions of its own 
superseding those of any frac
tional grouping-such a concept 
1s not v1\·idly imagined. If the 
ecumenical movement should 
bring th<.' idea of the univt'rsal 
Church into the foreground oC 
Protestant thinking once more, 
a rl'volution would loom ahead." 
Once we have seen that this 

movement finds its motivation 
solely within Christianity itself, 
we must also admit that it can, 
because of the unity achieved, be 
of practical value in the whole 
life of The Church. 

Not only can unity in a town 
or city help to develop fellowship 
and love among all of the Chris
tians, but the churches have a dis
tinct advantage in dealing with 
social and religious problems. The town can be canvassed m a joint 
campaign, city wide religious education can be promoted and correlated, specific ordinances can 

be supported, city wide youth 
programs can be developed, and 
prominent !-OCial evils can be ap
proached in a way not possible 
without such unity. The Federal 
Council of Churches is an exam
ple of what can be done on a na
tion wide basis. Mount Airy men 
arc well familiar with the work 
of the Commission on a Just and 
Durable Peace. The Industrial 
Relations Division, and the Com
mission on the Ministry, both of 
the Federal Council. serve equal
ly important functions in our 
Church life. National and Inter
national Missions organizations 
have already shown the value of 
united action and study in that 
field. The new Commis ion on 
International Affair:, of the World 
Council and the International 
Mi ionary Council is in a posi
tion to render the World Church 
an invaluable service in relating 
our Christian way of lifo to the 
temporal problems of \'l.'orld or
der Certainly one of the most 
telling examples of what Christian 
unity can mean in a practical way 
is the study that has been done. 
Every international conference 
of the Churches is preceded by 
study programs which are pre
pared and studied throughout the 
world. Studies are written at the 
conferences and commissions are 
slablished lo continue the work. 

Some of the most si�mficant 
thought in our day is a direct re
sult of this movement t o ward 
Christ ian unity. While these 
practical aspects are not the 
primary justification for Chris-

10 
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- tian unity, the value of such uni
ty in our world is in capable. 

I would say n bri f word about 
the ecumenical method. One of 
the mo t h ard objections to th• 
mov •ment i th, t w • arc a k d to 
gave up thing which we hold 
d •ar and to urut on a lowc t 
common denommator. Thi as of 
cou , a clang r. Ho\l. cvcr, 1t 1 

po able to emphn iz tho • things 
w}uch we hold m common with 
others, nncl from that point at
tempt to under land and appre
ciate our d1ff r nee . We can t1c\'
cr achieve true unity by feigning 
to give up thing upon which our 
cxi tencc i b eel. On the oth •r 
hnnd, the preciou cmpha�cs 
can n ver be nllow rl to r •mnin 
shroudL><I by ignoranc , indiffer
ence and neglect. It i said that 
tcrling ilvcrwnr • hould never 

b re rvccl for p cial occa ion , 
but hat it i mo t b autiful when 
u d regularly and allowed to  be
com worn. Certainly our pre
ciou truths mu. t b wr tied 
with and chall ngcd and become 
well known and u ed 1f they ar 
lo he living monumen to the man 
who r -di co\·ercd them. R main
ing aloof from ccumcnicnl di -
cu sion will neither protect nor 
fo tcr our particular in ight�. We 
must l pr cnt at the di. cu ,ion 
table and take part in th give 
and lake. It will make our think
ing vital, it will provide a witness 
to the world, and it will help us 
. parate our gold from our 'fool's 
gold.' Are we afraid of contamin
ation? What ha ·· happened to our 
vitality nnd courage! The World 

Church n d our witne and we 
need the challenge and the power 
which i beginning to flow in the 
vein of the World Church. We 
must maintain e entinl Lutheran 
teaching , bu it can never 
don by holdmg aloof from the 
mo\'em •nt toward Christian uni
ty. 

A minary D an recently re-
mark ti that seminary sturlents 
,,. r • a hunch of dodo , M\' only 
to the •.·tent thnt -they walk bout. 
What an indictment! It was stu
dent that l d much of Germany's 
19th century revolutJon. It was 
tuclenl who began and c, rricd 

through the great mi ionary cn
lcrpri •s of the 19th century. It 
was tudents who wer among 
the first to prote t ocial and pol
itical evils in our own land, in
cluding the problem in Georgia. 
Students ha\'e nn important part 
to play in the mo\'cment toward 
Chri tian unity. Thi. i no time 
for dodo::.! 

First of all. the mo\·ement will 
nc d leader:-. in the future. Th c 
leaders ar now in our . eminarie. 
and it is there that they mu t be 
touched by thi broader vi. ion of 
the Gr at Church. The problems 
of unity mu t be thought through, 
the history of th mov rnent mu_t 
be � tudied, and abo\'e all. we mu t 
ha\'e an opportunity to experience 
Christian fellow. hip over denom
mational lin . The practice of 
maintaining d nominntional incu
bator with plenty of in ulation 
again t 'ouLid ' influ nee mu t 
be modified to allow for a training 
which will fit men for the min-

1 1  



istry in The Great Church first, 

and then for the denomination. 

We must have enlightened lead
ers for the World Christian Fel
lowship. 

Secondly, the movement toward 
church unity must reach the par
ish level. Angus Dun has writ
ten: 

"The greatest weakness of the 

movement for Christian unity to 
date is that it has been th<! con
cern of so few persons nnd has 
reached down so little into the 
thought and feeling of the gen
eral membership of the Church
(S." 

Making the ecumenical movement 
real for the people of the churches 
must be the job of the minister 
in the parish. This demands that 
the man in the seminary now be 
able to experience The G r  e a t 
Church and to know the problems 
it faces and the ideal which it ex
presses. Unless we are trained 
now to build the foundation for 
the ecumenical movement in the 
parish, the movement faces the 
peril of remaining a bureaucratic 
hierarchy of specialists. 

The Interseminary Movement 
is one organization which is try
ing to fill these two needs. 
Through conferences, literature 
speakers, and personal contacts' 
it allows seminary students to ex� 
perience common worship and 
fellowship with other Christians 
and to provide a means for self
education in Ecumenical Chris
tianity. It is a student movement 
with all of the strengths and 

weaknesses of student planned 
programs and development. While 
its influence is limited, it is sig
nificant that this year the Deans 
in well over one hundred schools 
will have been interviewed by 
two student secretaries on behalf 
of Interseminary work, more than 
two hundred separate addresses 
will be made to seminary groups 
by student secretaries, most of 
the seminary student bodies in 
the country ,,.·ill be addre sed by 
one of their own members con
cerning the work of the Move
ment, six or more large regional 
conferences will be held, many 
small area conferences will meet, 
a week long, 1000 delegate, Na
tional Conference will meet in 
June, numerous addresses will 
be made to seminary groups by 
national ecumenical leaders, and 
countless pieces of literature and 
student written Newsletters will 
be distributed. 

In spite of this work many sem
inary students are not aware of, 
nor interested in, the �ignificance 
of the movement toward Chris
tian uruty. The movement de
mands and deserves our prayer
ful cons1deration and study. As 
Lutherans we have a contribu
tion which 1s needed. As men of 
Mounty Airy we must prepare 
ourselves now to take our place 
in ecumenical councils on all lev
els and to make an intelligent 
contribution to the ecumenical 
movement. 

JOHN W. V ANNORSDALL. 
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A Lenten Meditation 

In the oft • tern night, twelve figure . m two' and thr ' 
w nd d their wny along a familiar, dew-m01 tencd path. The mall 
str •am, but lately cro _ d, flowed aamle ly b tw en its hanks, while 
the moon hon fitfully from b hind P• mg cloud . Ahead of the 
group loomed a cluster of tw1 tcd tn.•cs, rai mg confu d branchc.s 
h avenward. The 1lence wa troubled only by the ighing of the wind 
m the le. ve . Then One of the group halted, spoke softly to the oth
e , and ,vith the thrc n ar t Hun, di appeared mto the gro\"e. Out 
of the darkn came a \"oicc: 

''Abba, Fath r. all things are po sible unto 
tl1ee; take awa11 this cup /rom me: 11everthc
l s not what I tdll, but u·hat thou u 1lt." 

• • • 

From the depth of Hi· B ing, 
m the gloom of that garden, th 
Son of Man laid bare Hi heart 
b fore the throne of Hi Father. 
There was no one in thi world to 
comfort Hun; even Hi clo est 
friend were a lc p m this Hi 
hour of ore t nc d. They were 
indifferent and unconc rncd in 
their ignorance. Th y could not 
gue what horror lay ahead for 
their b lovccl 1\1 ter. The only 
difference b twc •n them and u 
i.s that we I p 10 mm indif
for nc from choice, k11ott'ing 
what wa 10 tor , knowing the 
redemptive power of that Sacri
f 1ce. We di play our indifference 
by the live we lead. For U!;, th 
balanc of our choice i tilted in 
favor of the world rather than in 
favor of our Savior. We go out 
of our way to be approved by the 
world and the devil. Anything 

that might mark us a Chri tian 
i religiou ... ly avoided. We rcfu�e 
to witne for Chri t b cau. that 
would b, w1..armg our faith on our 
. 1 ve' Our 'religion' is avcd for 
Sunda} , 1t would indicate wcak
nc s to display it any other time 
before our fri nd , who happen to 
be eithct· of another communion, 
or unchurch d entirely. And then, 
anyv,:ay, we choo e only to believe 
what pica. • u or what to our 
fc blc mind eem rational We 
want to be "broad-mind d.'' (God 
have mercy on u !) It i nQt po -
_ible to ride half-a-dozen hor.-es 
at on time! Either we believe 
what i truth, or we do not be
lieve anything. If it i the latter, 
th n we . hould have the strength 
of our convictions and abandon 
the Church for our own perverted 
ideas. 

The Holy Season of Lent is a 
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time for quietness and meditation 

upon the Passion, a time to con

template our own wickedness and 

purge ourselves. There is no bet

ter time to make our peace with 

God, and show by our living �hat 

we fear, love and trust in Him 
abo,·c all things. The story of Je
sus' �uffering in the Garden alone 
should make us want to do this. 
But how excruciating that agony, 
how telling tho:e drops of blood 
falling from the Sacred Head, can 
be appreciated only by the eyes of 
faith. The God-man, Jesus, in 
whom was nothing but perfection, 
trembled at the thought of the ex
clusion from fellowship with God 
that He must experience on the 
cruel cro. s of Calvary. The sacri
fice He was about to make was to 
be the Supreme one of all time. 
Even nature was to shudder at the 
spectacle. But His love for HIS 

creature, man, was so complete 
that He submitted Himself to the 
torment, as He had oromi ed to do 
from eternit}. All this the Lord 
of Heaven and Earth was willing 
to do for His sinful, ungrateful 
creation. 

Again in this Holy Season we 
arc reminded, forcefully, of that 
Sacrifice. We should fall to our 
�ecs - yes, gro\'cl in the dust -
in humble adoration of the One 
who gave Himc;clf that we might 

inherit eternal life. And in grat
itude, our lives should reflect the 

love of our Master. But ,.,.e arc 
a stiff-necked generation-proud 
in our own conceit, willing to give 

lip-service, yet ashamed and too 
cowardly to let Jc. sus take com
plete and utter pO!, ession of our 
lives. He is a cloak that can be 

put off and on as we please. When 
God trembles at the penalty for 
sm, how much more should we, 
in our  ignorance, abhor the 
thought of the price we may be 

called upon to pay one day. Let 
us not deceive ourselves; if we 

want to dance, we must pay the 
fiddler. And that fiddler is no 
one save the Prince of Darkness. 

As we hear again, in the read
ing of the Passion, the story of 
our redemption, let us resolve in 
our hear:s that we shall hence
forth abandon ourselves, all that 
we have and arc, to the everlast
ing arms of our Blessed Lord On
ly then can we hope for the peace 

that passeth all under.standing; 
only then can we feel Him walk
ing with us on our way, sharing 
our joys, comforting and sustain
ing us in time of trouble. 

"Lo, I am tcith you alway, 
even unto the end of the 
u:orlcl." 

Our problem is not to h . 
great things we can see in th;

e

� 
�,� little we can believe but what 

world that desperately ds 
hristian message and make real to the 

nee them Th· · 

-

-

-

-

convictions. ·· 15 15 a great time for great 
Harry Emerson Fosdic1<-
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Let's Publish the Banns! 
Aren't we 1hc en 1mcntnlists 

though? I have a younger broth
er. For a number of years I man
handled him. "If I want to beat 
the kid up, all right; but I dnr, 
you 'to lay a finger on him!" That 
feeling is proper in some places 
but it cnn be carried to ridiculou 
cxtr:>mes. ''Ah, Mount Airy ha 
a two by four campus. The stu
dent hody is nothing but a bunch 
of cliques. The building arc mu
s um piec ! What's thnt you 
say? Unite with Getty bu1g? Go 
someplace cl e? No more :Mount 
Airy? Why, man, you're mad! 
11mt's God's little acre in Philly." 

And any man from Gettysburg 
will react much the same: ''This 
place i too far out in the . tick·; 
you spend halC the night walk
ing into town for a cup of coffee. 
You ha'\ c to get up befo. c the 
sun on Sundays to m.1kc a sixty 
mile tnp to Bnlhmort ' Why did 
we come to school - to wade 
through hay? Un"tc \\ ith Mount 
Airy? And give up Getty�burg? 
Why this is the oldest Protestant 
Seminar} in the country-found
ed 182G' We hould give up that 
heritage ju5t to unite with Mount 
Airy-you're out of your mind: 
Look at our chapel. Look at our 
Library. We should leave- them 
for the cows? Why the Church 
of th Abiding Prescnct> 1 b mg 
copied all over the country Nev
er will we give up our campus 
just to unite with Mount Airy!" 

But is it "just to unite with-"? 
Years of graduates give their al
legiance to thi school or that. It 
is like a girl packing to leave the 
dorm which has been her home 
for four years. She packs most 
carcf ully. "L t's sec-I've got all 
Bill's letters here; Dick's?-yes 
here they arc. D:mcc programs? 
Picture '? Ye , nil pnckcd.'' Noth
ing i. mi c:cd-cxcept her shoe . 
l\leticulous care and strong devo
tion for inconsequcntials! In the 
ministry we don't "do or die" for 
Mount Airy, or for Gettysburg
at Jc.1st that ought not be the ca. e. 
We ought to b doing for God who 
sn\\' fit to renounce di\'ine 
prerogatives to enter this tender, 
torturing . .  ati<;fying, . uffcring, w 
call Life, for us; that u·e might 
"through him be . aved."' 

The school loyalties arc a nat
ural growth; they arc, indeed, a 
necessity; but neither they, nor 
the childish politics existing be
tween synods ought be allowed 
to hinder the church's task of 
bringing Salvation to man. 

Would not a seminary with a 
twenty five or thirty man faculty 
and a tudent body of two to 
three hundred, backed by the 

nited Lutheran C h  u r c h i n 
America have greater potentiali
ties than the two .ind a half sem
inaries we have here in the East? 
Such an institution situated thirty 
to forty minute from the heart 
of a metropolitan city with its 

15 



immense potential training fields, 
ho pitals, old folks homes, prison , 
asylums, lums, juvenile courts, 
mission churches, in addition to 
many readily accessible churche 
ha� something of real value. The 
Pastorate is the primary field for 
the minister, but there are many 
who desrre to dedicate their live 
to ChrtSt who s.imply do not fit 
in that job. At the ame time 
there are other f 1eld.s where min
ister are needed and for which 
the Lutheran Church doc not 
adequately prepare its men: Inner 
fission work, publications, In
dustrial and • tilitary Chaplain
cie , Personal Counselor , Student 
Pastors, to . ay nothing of Theolo
gians. A larger school with its 
larger facilities could train men 
for these tasks. 

With the combined appropria
tions of five ynod an ocad mic 
tanding could be attained which 

would be a credit to the church. 
Through its top notch graduate 
school an even greater influence 
would be had not only in Lu
theran, but in all Evangelical cir
cle . 

It i po ible to have too small a 
school as it is po ible to have one 

too large. In a small group differ
ence have a tendency to become 
per onal friction which in a lar
ger group would remain abstrac

tions. Yet the tudent body that 
would attend the united school, 
provided there i no attempt to 
kimp in profc or , would not 

exceed the point at which profos
or- tudcnt relations arc on a per

sonal basis. 

If only for Hnancial purpo cs 
it would ccm th more nsiblc 
thing to havl! one rather than two 
and a half minaric . There 
would no longer be uch condi
tions a exist in the NC:w York 
and Pittsburgh Synod , where 
they arc trying to upport two 
chools and arc unable to support 

either one a it ought to be. Th� 
d1ff erenc in the sum nccc nry to 
support one instead of thr • phy -
ical pl n would allow giving the 
!acuity the rai c they rate. 

Forget ntimentali m for a 
while; forget politic for good; try 
to look at the ituation from the 
third person and c if the unit
ing of all our re ourc s into one 
unit docs not m rit action. 

WILLIAM H. S YDER. 

In the la:,t analy i th 
l'nd· ··d I Ch . . 

e ecumenical Church will depend on thl! 
iv1 l,a rishan Will th be 

and 
· ere a large enough company of m n 

women with the nece 1 · f . 
carry forw d th" 

ary qua ity O faith and life and witnc.s to 
ar I great work already nobly begun? 

W. Stanley Rycroft 
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Choirs Can't Sing 
Within the next thrc • year al

mos1 all of us who nr now stu
dents in the eminary will b gm 
our ministerial career by becom
ing pa tor of mnll congregation 
in which the music is led by ama
teur choir matl up of volunt er 
ing rs with little or no musical 

training. Thes choirs are usual
ly directed by per ons with some 
mu ical b. ckground but with ht
tic experience in providin mu ic 
for th church rvic . It is im
perative, therefore, thnt the pas
tor know something about the 
prop r po ition of mu ic in the 
church that the_ directors and 
th •ir choir might b u ?<I to be t 
advnnt e in the rvic . 

Th work of a choir may b di
vided into thr cla !fication . 
F1r t and mo t important i to 
lead in the singing of the hymns 
and the rvicc of th churc.h. 
Th second work, in ord r of im
portnnc , i a function of the choir 
which i quite commonly ne -
lected, namely, performing the 
mu ical proper of the S n•ice. 
The pcrformanc of solos and , n
thcms, which i now gi\'en the 
most attention by choir , i the 
lea t important duty. 

No choir is worth it keep un
le it can ing the _ rvice of th 
church and the hymn in the man
ner in which they should be . ung. 
How often thi function of the 
choir is neglected can be demon
strated by the quite common in-

correct singing of the "Gloria in 
Excel 1 " m which a C-sharp is 
substitut d for the pr• cribcd C
natural ("0 Lord God, heav'nly 
Kmg").  This is neither musically 
correct not docs it make any en e 
according to the word . It is the 
p tor' duty to ee that the Scn•
ic • is �riodically rehear�cd and 
p rformcd correctly. This applie 
to the hymn which , re to be 
u d a well a to th Se•·\·ice . 
Any hymns thnt are l.,) be u d 
hould be rehear_ d until they 

arc well known to the choir. Un
familiar hymns hould be re
hear ed pecially. If the choir 
cannot ing the hymns and sen·
k correctly and with confi
dence, th _inging of the congre-

ation will be corre pondingly 
weak. Likcwi e, . trong inging 
on the part of the choir will be 
reflected in the inging of the 
congregation. 

When the rendition of the erv
ic and hymns reach the de ired 
tandard , work hould be started 

on the mu ical Proper:., which 
cons1 t of the Introit and Grad
ual , and which, like the other 
Propers, vary with the Sundays. 

Today the Introit i. commonly 
r ad by the mini ter, a practice 
that is at \'ariance with the hi. -
torical rendering of the Introit. 
Hugo Leichtentritt defines the 
Introit as "liturgical choir- inging 
accompanying the entrance of the 
priests." Luther retained the In-
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troit in his Formula Mi!sae and 

directed that it should be sung by 

the minbter and the choir. From 

their historical usage, they should 

be sung. 
The Gradual has pa ed out of 

u m many of our churchc� to
da)'· Of its hi torical deri\'ation, 
Leichtentr1tt wTitc . • ·The Grad
ual i sung by the cantor and the 
S<'hola (choir) after prayers and 
reading.<: from the Bible. It got 
its name from the teps (gradu�) 
on the platform (ambo) on which 
the singer tood. It is followed 
by the jubilant Alleluia. On days 
of mourning the Gradual i re
placed by the wailing Tract, sung 
in one long drawn-out (trahere) 
strain.'' We ha\'e retained the 
characteri tic of the Gradual, in
corporating the Alleluia in the 
Gradual itself and u ing the Tract 
m place of the Gradual during 
Lent. 

the p alm is sung by the full 

choir. The mu ic is simple, the 
range quite comfortnbl for any 
voice. If olo voices arc not avail
able. the Antiphons mny be sung 
by the full choir in uni on. Th 
Gradual arc . L to n form of 
chant which is a ily ma tcred 
when on become acquainted 
with the form. The simple struc
ture of the H. Alexander Mat
thews s ttings coupled with th 
fact that one bccom acquaintc<l 
with them nft r inging them for 
year , adds up to make the c In
troit and Grndunl a wealth of 
liturgical music well within the 
range of the av rnge volunt er 
choir. 

The third function of the 
church choir, which hould b 
omitted unle the " r  v i c c  , 

hymns, Introit and Gradual • re 

Many pa tor u e a an excu 
for not singing the Introits and 
Graduals the fact that modern 
choir and modern congregations 
are not able to do ju lice to 
Gregorian chants. This would be 
a perfectly valid excu e were it 
not that we ha\'e some fine mod-

nti factorily rendered, i the p r
formnnce of anthems and pccial 
mu ic not dir ctly connected with 
t'.'l, · church � rvice . 

S le<:ting anthems should he a 
matter of gr at cone rn to th pa -
tor of a church. Th, content of 
every anth m that i sung should 
iir t be approved by the pastor 
and hould be appropriate for the 
�ea on of the Church Year and 
the Propers for the day. Christ
mas anthem have b • •n ung in 
Lent and many other ab urd 
things have happ ned due to a 
lack of vigilance on the part of 
the pa tors. One ca a b o u t 
which I know -. one in which a 
pastor aved him elf a great deal 
of trouble in his church by cast
ing his veto against an anthem. 

ern llmg for th se mu ical 
Propers. Perhaps the most sati -
fac·ory etting of th Introit and 
Graduals for the average volun
teer choir is the two volume edi
tion with mu ic by the organist 
of St. Stephen's Episcopal Church, 
Philadelphia, H. Alexander Mat
thews. In his settings of the In
troits, Dr. Matthews has allotted 
the Antiphon lo a solo voice and 
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For the twenty-fifth annivcr ary 
of the Women's Missionary So
ciety in his church, the choir di
rector had cho en, ''No,v the Day 
Is Ov r." Had that been sung, 
there would definitely have been 
trouble. 

Much money has been wa tcd 
by churches in purchasing choir 
music of little or no ,·alue. :\Iuch 
of this money could he saved if 
the pastors would int rest them
selves in what is good and p r
mnnent music and what i had 
and wa tc mu ic. Ordinarily col-
lections of anthem hould b 
avoided. TI1erc i so much bad 
music included with the good 
music in collections, that often 
on mu t pay much too much for 
one or two good anthcmc:. Good 
anthem in collections arc always 
available singly and arc much 
more . ati. factory and economical 
1f purcha ed in that way. The St 

Olaf series is perhap the best 
collection for Lutheran uc:c, but 
even there, the finest anthems are 
available individually. Publica
tions put out by the mnc:s produc
tion publi. hing house arc to be 
completely avoided if one i to 
keep from throwing th church's 
money down the gutter Also to 
be avoided arc the choir maga
zines (graded for the abilities of 
various choirs) which are pub
lished on a monthly brues. Many 
choir directors c: em to love this 
system, p rhaps because it cuts 
their work to a minimum. The 
original anthems arc of a very 
low grade and the anthems by the 
master composers arc simply ar-

rangemcnts of s cular composi
tions which have no place in the 
_crviccs of the church. 

There is no _ubstitutc for good 
judgment in the selection of an
thems but having ripped apart a 
whole group of anthems, I feel 
obligated 1o present a few an
thems which �ccm to have a place 
in the Lutheran Church. In criti
·izing collections of nnthems, I did 
not mean to criticize _omc collec
tions of anthems by the great 
ma. ter .. One of the fine t sources 
of anthem. is the collection of Re
. pon. ories in the musical settings 
comp(. � pecifically for the Lu
ther. n Church by that great mod
ern Roman Catholic composer, 
Max Reger. The_e Re ponsories 
ar not easy for the average 
choir, but they ar very effective. 
If a choir really works, it can 
perform the. e Rcsponsorie::. in a 
mo_t acceptable manner. Bach 
chorals arc also a rich source for 
suitable anthems. Another rich 
source of anthems is a group com
po d by the up-and-coming Eng
li. h school of composition headed 
b} such m a s t e r s  as  Ralph 
Vaughan-William , Gustav Holst 
and Sir H Walford Davies. The 
nineteenth-century English and 
American compo!>Crs, whose com
po. 1 hons form the back bone of 
most choir librarie. , wrote much 
music that is acceptable but not 
alv.·ays of top quality A great 
treasury of church compositions 
that has hardly been tapped is 
found in the work of Henry Pur
cell and his contemporaries. Pur
cell was a really great English 
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composer of seventeenth century, 
who devoted a great deal of his 
efforts to improving the English 
church muJc. His influence can 
be traced down through W11liam 
Boyce, who was another great 
church compo r. One of the 
most accessible of Purcell' an
therru is the anthem "Rejoice in 
1he L ,rd alway'' (Published by 
E C Sdurmer) . Thi anth m is 
the be t that I know for a mall, 
amateur choir. 

Anthems may be �elected from 
li ts which the publishers will be 
happy to supply. fany publi h
er will also end anthem on ap
proval which i really the ideal 
1tuation for it giv one a chance 

to look over the anthems very 
carefully and minimize the 
chances for a bad . election. 

In the performance of choir mu-

ic, the pastor hould encourage 
the choir to p rform it mu ic 
a cappella. A mall group i much 
more effective when singing thi 
way as there i nol the strong 
comp tition of h organ which 
often blot out the inging ntire
ly. The Gradu l , the Reger R •
�ponsorie and such music be
com .s much more cffcctiv' wh n 
done a capp lla. 

In conclu ion, it �c ms thnt 
there i a great need for raising 
the mu ical tandnrd in o u r  
churchc and if this i to be done, 
the init.iativ must b tnken by 
the pa tor them lv . The pa -
tor must know church mu ic, its 
history and u c, if they arc to 
prove effective in guiding our mu
sic directors toward better church 
mu ic. 

JAMES G. HORN. 

Christianity did not t out to conquer the Roman Empir , though it did in fact do so. 
Christ�ity did not et out to ~alvag the ,·alues of Gra co-Roman cmhzahon, though it did in fact do o. Christianity did not et out t k · lf h . . o ma 1 t e core the energizing center { k. d' . 

th 
· 0 man m greate t organic culture, though in foct it b cnmc at. 

Christianity did not et t t 1._ 8 World C . � ou O �come a world- mbracing Society, ommunity, though in fact it became that Christianity did not t t . · 
}u h h uld 1 

· e ou lo create an organi m and a structure 
: w�a: i� is t�:;� 

hold lbe peoples of the earth together, though that 

Henry p Van Duse 
. 

'Vh · n m t at •• the Church Doing? 
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Lutheran Interseminary 
Fellowship 

,vc hav 1rnarcl muclt recently of rite Inter cminary Movement 
and its program for furt11ermg the ecumenical spirit among t11eologi
cal stud nt . T/11s is a rclatirdy new venture� and an important and 
t•aluablc movement m the life of the theological tudcnt an<l of t1,e 

11·lwlc d11,rcl1. On tltc otlwr 11and. u·,• laarc l1eard t·cry little about L11-
1 1,cran Inter mrnary Ft"llou-sl11p. It is the purpo c of this article ( 1 )  
to recount some recent bcginnmgs m such a venture and (2) to mdi
cate omc furtl1cr pos ibiliucs ancl plans /or continuhlg and extending 
:-uch endeavors. 

I 
Early in January of l!MG the 

Concordia Society of the Augu -
tnnn (Swcdi h )  Lutheran •m
innry t: nl n qtH Honn. ir letter 
lo all of the Lutheran , minari 
we t of the Mi i ippi Riv r. Thi 
1 •U r tah.-d an int r t and a d -
ir • to promot { •llow hip nn<l 

und r lnndm among Luth rnn 
minnrian in the W tc rn tnt . 

In order to mnk' thi de irt• con
er 'e, i t  was tatcd that the Au
gu Lann Seminary would like to 
•net as ho l to n Luth ran Int r
�eminnry Confer nc •, if uch a 
propo al would rn t with th de
sir and intcrc t of other Lu
theran S minnri . An cncoura -
ing re pon c was r •ccivcd nnd 
immedint ly all Lutheran cmin
aric in this .:ir :i wer invited to 
me t on th Augu tann campu . 
on F<:b. 2G, 1 46 

On thi hi toric dntc delegate" 
from nine diff r nt S minarie , 
r pr nting \' n �CP rate Lu
theran Church bodic , met in th 
city of Rock I land, Illinoi , to 

:?I  

con\'cne what hn become the fir t 
p rman •nt Lutheran Inter cmin
nry orgnnization. 

It wa n fascinating exp ricnce 
to enter the beautiful r c ption
r •gistrntion room and to �cc ovt'r 
•hirty delegate from nine differ
ent S minaric a cmbling in an
tic pataon of thi new v nturc. 
S ,me of the delegates had trav
dLd a distance of almost 1,000 
miles to be pre nt at this Con
ference. Th chool repre cnl d 
were \\' c tern, C h I c a g o, and 

orthwc t rn of the United Lu
ih ran Church in America; Lu
th •r cmin�ry of th orwcg1an 
Luther.in Church; Wartburg ·m
inary of the American Lutheran 
Church, Suomi S ·minnry of th 
Finni h L 1th ran Church; Trin
ity S minar} of the Dam. h United 
Lutheran Church, Grand View 
TI1colo�1cal S mma. � of the 
Dani�h ynod and Augustana 
Thcolo 1cal minary of the Au
gu Inna Lutheran Church. 

\Ve were warmly wclcom d by 
Luther Living tone, who had for-



merly studied at fount Airy 

Seminary and wa.-; at the lime of 

the Conference a &:ruor nt Au
gustana :ind Prc;:,1dl'nt of the Con
cordia Society. He stated th pur
pose of the Conference, "to stim
ulate follow hip and understand
mg among the tudents of Lu
theran S<!minnr1es and to endea
vor to effect a permanent student 
organization of Luthe.ran S<!min
nries in the United State as a 
factor in creating Lutheran uni
ty." 

The Conference was opened 
with a banquet at the Seminnry 
Commons. This wns followed by 
a Panel Discu ion on "Luth ran 
Unity." The first pcaker was Dr. 
Eric Wahlstrom, Professor of the 
New Testament at the Augu uina 
Seminary. The title of his ddre 
wa ··The Lutheran Church and 
the Ecumenical • lovem nt.'' The 
penker traced the d 1.'clopmcnt 

and hi tory of the world Ecumen
ical Movement which had its in
ception at the Edinburgh Mi ion
ary Conference in 1910. Dr. Wahl
strom pres nted three rea ons 
for the origin of the Ecumenical 
Movement: 

1 .  the (rowing consciou-,ne,, 
of "One World". 

2. the importance o{ the 
Church in modem prob
lem : 

3. the chancing conception o( 
the Churth from the Body 
of Christians to Body �f 
Christ 

the Ecumenical Movement had 
produced thr c fundamental r"-
ult : ( l )  the realiwtion of the 

concept of The Churcl, as over 
again t tl1c churcl1cs; (2) a gro,..,._ 
mg awaren that d1ff renc s lie 
m our und rstanding of the na
ture of the Go p 1 and not o 
much on exterm 1 matte ; (3) a 
growing conviction that Unit11 
not Union i the goal. 

The next pcnker wa Dr. E. 

E. Ryd n, Editor of the Lutheran 
Companion, who spoke on "A 
Churchmnn Look at th Luther
an Church.'' In peaking of the 
impcrativ need for unity, he 
pointed out the fact that not ince 
the Reformation hn our church 
faced the crisis it fac today in 
Europe and this demand unity 
among the Lutheran group in 
America. It is through the Na
tional Luth ran CuuncH thnt we 
mu t look for this ultimat u nity, 
if not union, of the Lutheran bod

ie in Am ricn. Further, we mu t 
be concerned with the world and 
national problem which face u• 
today, and we a a Lutheran 
Church mu t make a di linct con
tribution and impact on American 
oclcty. Th can b accompli h-

ed mo t effectively through uni
fied action. 

After thi timulnting panel 
di cu ion thcr • followed a Social 
Hour at which time the faculty 
member of Augu tnnn S minary 
were introduced to the group. 
Thi extremely refr • hing day 

It was further pointed out that 
concluded with a Ve pers Serv
ice in the Chapel. 
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The following day after lunch
eon, Dr. 0. N. Olson, a former 
leader of th Nntionnl Lutheran 
Council, discu eel the hi tory and 
nctivity of this organization. The 
conference closed with a student 
panel di cu sion on the "Future 
of Lutheran Inter-Seminary Fel
lo\\.'Ship." At this discus ion the 
delegates nthusiastically and u
nanimously dccidt•d formally to 
organize a permanent organiza
tion, calling it "The Lutheran In
ter-Seminary Fellow_hip." This 
group was to meet in annual con
ferences on the campuses of the 
memb(;r S minaries. It was alc;o 
proposed that the organization 
contact the Lutheran Seminaries 
East of the Mi!-sis ippi suggesting 
that they form a like organization 
m their nr a, .ind that ultimately 
a National Organization he effect
ed. 

The purpo~c. of the Annual 
Conferences would b •: 1 )  to dis
cuss common se:ninarv studcat 
problems; (2) to come to an un
derstanding of the individual syn
odical problem ; (3) to study and 
discuss method. and means of 
procuring a stronger unity among 
the Lutheran Churches of Amer
ica. 

II 

Thus a new venture in promot
ing Lutheran fcllow�hip and unity 
has b gun. From all indications 
this movement will grow, and 
make its contribution towards es
tablishing a much needed solidnr
ity among the Lutheran Churches 
in America. 

The question now arises: What 
can Mount Airy Seminary do to 
further the start which has been 
made in extending Lutheran uni
ty and fellowship among semin
arians? What part can we play 
in endeavoring to further, here 
in the East, the commendable 
wo1 k which has already been 
started among our western sem
inaries. 

Delegates, who have attended 
meetings of the Middle Atlantic 
R e g  i o n of the Intcrseminary 
Movement, from Gettysburg and 
Mount Airy Seminarie:. have felt 
that some definite steps should be 
taken by these two _chools toward 
the actualization of clo. er unity. 
A s  a c onsequence o f  s u c h  
thoughts, we at Mount Airy have 
extended an invitation to the stu
dents a GLL:ysburg Seminary, 
asking a group from lhLir student 
body to visit with us for _everal 
dav·. 

It is hoped that this informal 
meeting of students from Gettys
burg and Mount Airy may pos
sibly result in the formation of 
!-Orne permanent organization to 
further ad\•ance Inter-Lutheran 
Fellowship nmong the_e two-sem
inaries and others in the East. It 
is further de. ired that such coop
eration among Lutheran semin
aries in the Ea t may ultimately 
lead to a National Lutheran In
tc1 -Seminnry organization, which 
will h a primary factor in creat
ing and developing n greater uni
ty amonq all branches of the Lu
theran Church in America. 

ERIC SIGMAR. 
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