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The Editor’s Page

HELLO AGAIN

For nvany months the staff and editor of THE SEMINARIAN have
looked forward cagerly to this day when we nught resume publication.
\s hetore, we have endeavored to make thig a journal of student expres-
sion, thus affording a place 1or the best products of the student hody:.
An eftort has been made to entertain several different tvpes of material.
In thig issue you will find History, Foreign Travel. Biography, and
Religion represented,  Future plans melude an even larger variety. We
sincerely hope that THIE SEMINARIAN 1s back to stay since we feel
that it has a defimite place m the lite of the Sanmary and its Student
Body. Many thanks to all who have made 1t possible to go to press once
agam. Let’s keep ‘em rollin’.

THE WEAPON OF PEACE

Another school year has passed on its way. We have all grown in
the knowledge that this task for which we are preparmg 1s one of trem-
endous mmportance to the future of the Kmgdom of God in the world.
Never was the need so pressing, nor the pressing so needed.  We stand
on the threshold of @ new era. Will 1t be one of peace and freedom, or
one ot war and death?  Without God in Chrnist there can only be the
latter. 11 we are to achieve lasting peace i our world. 1t will come only
when men turn their eyes to God secekmg His love and then dispensing
that precious gift to thar tellow man. The battle 1s on. There 15 no
greater weapon in the world than the one which we possess. 1t pene-
trates all defenses; 1t knows no bounds. ‘T'his i1s the weapon: the Love
ot God 1n Christ. There 18 no other which can brimg about the brother-
hood of man, and the peace of the world.  May our pravers in the months
that follow prepare us to mect this need. May those who now leave us
go forward n this task of bringmg the Gospel to all men.  May thoSe
who remam be strengthened in the knowledge and Love of God in Christ
in preparation for this service.

BEST WISHES

The staff and editor of THI. SEMINARIAN wish to extend to the
Faculty and Students of the Seminary, and to our brothers elsewhere,
our heartfelt wishes for a pleasant and profitable summer in the service
of our Lord.

THE EDITOR

Mount Airy, May 1950.




Swedish Utopia

\h Utopia! At long last thon
hast found thy realization: A coun.
try actually exists which knows the
twin blessings of a whole gencra-
tion of socialistic government and
a people who are some gHh7
Lutheran!

Though the writer brought back
with him from last summer's vaca-
tion in Sweden (and two side trips
to Norway and Denmark) a host of
varied impressions, there were sev
cral characteristics of Scandinavian
life which were especially memor
able, perhaps becanse of their con-
trast with life here at home.

Even among the Scandinavians
the Swedes have earned a reputa-
tion for their formality in social
relations. \When a Swede meets a
friend on the street or in his home.
he (or she) always shakes hands.
Refore one leaves after the visit,
the handshaking routine is enacted
again providing an antiphon-like
setting for the platitudes or pro-
fundities which may have trans-
pired.  And little kids—from the
age of three on up—also shake
hands when they are confronted by
an elder from outside the home.
The little girls curtseyv and the boys
actually bow. This may sound
like the court at Versailles in the
13th century. but it really is typical
in contemporary farm homes of
Sweden,  Formality also extends
itself to matters of dress. Although
Scandinavian  women  generally
don't dress in as good taste as
those of the domestic variety, the
men outdo themselves. Weddings
and funerals don't merely call for
dark snits—top hats and tails are
the accepted norm even in the coun-
try. Speaking of weddings, many
parishes have retained the old cus-
tom of maintaining a bridal crown
—an actual crown of precious and

semi-precious stones which any vir-
gin may wear when she marries in
church. This universal formality
doesn’t scem to conflict with the
cqually universal ability to have a
good time. A wedding is. of
course, an occasion for all sorts of
bilarity—the emphasis  unfortun-
ately is placed on the reception ra-
ther than on the actual rite. But a
funeral is no less an occasion for a
good time. Particularly in the
country a banquet after the cere-
mony 15 the rule and often the fes-
tivities continue for several days
Sonie pious souls may be quite
shocked by such goings on, but
such “funcrals” are probably no
more pagan than our Anglo-Saxon
funeral tradition of floods of tears
accompanying Hellenic speculation
aver the supposed state of the de-
parted’s soul.

The Swedes are notorious for
their amazing capacity for guzzling
—coffee. (Some Mormon mission-
aries told me of some of their dif-
ficulties in making converts in Scan-
dinavia; Mormonism regards coffee
to be as sinful as Methodism re-
gards bourbon.) But even coffee
drinking is no casual affair. The
rite—and it is usually performed
three times daily—begins with a
serving of fresh bums or rolls with
a cup of coffee. Then follows a
serving of cookies: usually about
a half a dozen different kinds are
passed around and the guest is
under solemn obligation to take at
least one of each variety. A fresh
cup of coffee is poured. Course
tl:ree inchiles cake and/or tarts,
again with more coffee. One is now
considered suthciently nourished to
last until meal time—a couple oi
hours away.

My immediate concern and inter-
est in Scandinavia was the state of



the Church. All of the Scandina- Wwise) but most of the time they
wian countries have an established wear o peculiar bluck  cassock
church which is Lutheran in con- wlnch reaches only to the knees.
fession.  While only a few percent  The surplice is very rare.  The art
of the total population are nat W the churches is generally of ex-
members of the established church,  ccptionally good taste. The ancient
many of the members practically churches - were  romanesque ;  the
never participate in the Church’s medieval churches were gothic: the
worship or work. Personally. | modern churches were contempor-
feel that this obviously unrealistic 4% ™ plan and execution.  But
state of affairs is nsually overem. Framed w mfl.m\s- were something of .
phasized by us foreigners, The @ ranty Fhe general fecling in
Church in the countries of the this matter scemed to be that if a
North is in no sense dead, The parish couldn’t afford really good
pastors and leaders realize the seri- wmdows. 1t was better to have
ousness and tragedy of the situ-  Clear ones. Hence many of the
ation far more clearly than do the churches have & lightness and an
outsiders.  The only sonrce of hife @7y quality which is quite a con-
for the Church of Christ is very trast with some of the reconstruct-
much present in the North: The ed “dungeons™ some congregations
Cospel is faithfully given the peo-  here at home bravely try to wor-
ple.  But the people of Scandinavia ship m. The organ music was of
sutfer from the same malady of professional caliber. The instru- I
secularism that infests all of con-  ments were brlhant,  The organ-
temporary western civilization, The  15ts played both Bach :md modern
.:I(-rg'\'n"}" \\'lth “-h("" | t')('k(. \\'urkx .\.(ll"(' Uf th(‘ music ap- F
about the church=state relationship  proached the atonal, The congre- r
scemed to feel that in time the gation usually didn’t leave after
Church would be disestablished.  the benediction but waited to hear
Furthermore, such a change would  the postlude. Congregational sing-
not be unwelcome by the Church, 1mg was generally poor and popular
But | feel that the reason for the participation in the liturgy was
Church’s meffectiveness 1s not due wWorse. (.-('ll('f;l"_\ the ninister would
to u"'\'thi"g as I.(-r".h(-r;ll as the have to recite such elements as the
155ue  of (“.\(ill)“ﬁh"l(’lll. If SUCh confession of sin and the creed b.\'
were the case. why are our “free” hiunself. And the sermons seemedl
Lutheran churches in America do-  pamfully long—about a half an
mg an equally poor job of bring. hour secemed to be the minimum.
g God’s Word to modern society ? At the glorious French gothic
The Scandinavian churches and Cathedralat Upsala. T was surprised
especially the Church of Sweden to sce the service conducted by two
have something of a reputation for YOung men, neither of \\"h.om could
being “high church!' Having been have been over 30. The great
at a semmary for less than three (_:hurch was packed on an ordinary
full Semesters, I'm not quite sure 5‘"_""‘)"
just what that mysterious label ig O secemd thought perhaps Pl
supposed to signify—but it was mv have to .‘I(Il.lllt th;n‘ the SCantlin.a-
mmpression that worship in general  V1an countrics arent quite Utepia.
1 no “higher” in Scandinavia than  But yet. I really am convinced that
w Lutheran America. Trug, the We¢ could learn a great deal more
ministers wear chasubles on fegtive from the people of the North.

occasions  (eucharistic or other- ROY J. ENOUIST.
L 6.
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Philadelphia’s Patriot
Scholar

A small Irish boy stood at the
ral of a crowded immgrant ship
i the Year of Our Lord, 1730,
gazing at the welcome ghoreling of
Lord  Delaware’s province.  Just
ten years old, voung Charles
Thomson, from County Derry,
ought to have rejoinced at sceing
the greenness of the New World
with all its promises of hope after
the wweeks at sca—weeks filled with
stench and alth, foul drinking
wiater, and cramped humanity.

BBut nstead, he strnggled man-
fully to keep back the tears: for
his future was filled with anything
but hope. The boy's mother had
died several yvears before, and John
Thomson, left with six motherless
children, decided to seek a new
home i America.  The vovage had
been long. and Futher Thomson
fell violently ill. Charles could re-
member his father's dving prayer,
“Ciod take them up,” as he and his
hrothers and sisters crowded round
the bed. Afterwards he was to de-
scribe that vivid scene: 1 stood by
the bedside of my expiring and
much loved father, closcd his eyes
and performed the last filial dutics
to him.”  John Thomson had died
within sight of land. and his hody
was lowered into the Atlantic near
the capes of Delaware.

Alone in a strange New World |

Already his brothers and sisters’

were being  separated from him,
comforted by kindly passengers or
grutf crewmen. Already the cap-
tain had taken to his cabin what
little property the elder ‘I'homson
had. More than once, young
Charles had heard the ternfymg
word, *“Redemptioner ! whispered.
He almost dreaded the landing at

New Castle.  The small sad boy
looked agam at the ever-nearing
coast; he wept, but in his heart
there were dreams nonetheless.

- L] .

\nd dreams. when coupled with,
ambition, had a way of coming
true in America. Such was the
conclusion Charles ‘TThomson might
have turned over in his mind, as he
rode along in his carriage through
Philadelphia,  toward  Chestnut
Street, on a Monday morning. the
tifth of September, 1774. God had
indeed taken him up into His care,
and the years had dealt kindly with
Charles Thomson.

He could look at his new wife at
his sicde, a bride of just four days.
The former Miss Hannah Harrison
was from a ell-to-do, Welsh,
Quaker family, owning a large es-
tate. named Harriton, in  Bryn
Mawr. Right now he and she were
on their way to visit her aunt’s
family in the city. Or he could
think of his successful business—
dry goods and hats imported from
London; his holdings in the iron
furnaces near Egg Harhor, shares
n the Pennsylvania Bank: a com-
fertable home in the Northern Lib-
erties section.

He might also let his nund slip
back over the three decades and a
half in America. There had been
days at school where Dr. Alison
unraveled the mysteries of ancient
Greek to an cager Irish lad. There
were years of teaching, four of
them at Dr. Franklin’s Academy
of Philadelphia, where he'd also
had his first business experience.

And then there were his vears as
a merchant. So trustworthy wvas
he that the Indiians welcomed him
as their secretary for treaties with



the whites. As Thomson person-
ally experienced the repressive
British measures in his business,
he began to take an incrgasmgly
active part in political affairs. H_e
had helped force the Philidelphia
agent for the hated Stamp Act to
“resign.”  Fe it was, too. who ar-
ranged for a public meeting where
Paul Revere, the Boston patriot.
could speak: indeed Thomson's
own speech that night was so im-
passioned he fell to the floor in a
faint. Once. when even Frankln
began to lose faith in the American
cause and counseled, “Let us make
as good a night of it as we can:
we can still light candles.” Thom-
son had replied: “Be assured the
Americans will light lamps of a
different sort from those vou con-
template!” And now his vigor was
bearing fruit: for even as he and
his wife rode along, delegates were
meeting in Carpenter’s Hall, on
Chestnut Street. for a Continental
Congress.

But all these reveries were in-
terrupted as the carriage bumped
to a stop. As Thomson alighted. a
messenger tapped him on the
shoulder. \Would he come to Car-
penter's  Hall  immediately?  He
excused himself to Mrs. Thomson,
told a servant to care for the
horses, and hurried down the street.
Through his mind raced a thousand
thoughts—how Joseph Galloway,
the conse'rvativc leader, had pre-
vented him from being chosen a
(.iele.gate for Pennsylvania: how
just last Tuesday, two days before
his marriage, he had bheen talking
to one of the men from Massachu.
setts, John Adams, about the Con-
vention. Thomson might have
smiled, had he read Adams’ diary
for that Tuesday night: “. . . had
much  conversation with  Mr.
Charles Thou'nmn. who is, it seems,
about marrying a lady, a relative
of Mr. Dickinson's, with 5.000

pounds sterling: this  Charles
Thomson ts the Sam Adams ot
Philadelphia!™

By now he had centered the Hall
itself and followed the messenger
down the aisle lined with grave,
impressive faces, Pevton Randolph,
the President, answered Thomson's
bow and said. “Congress desires
the favor of you, sir, to take their
minutes.”™  And the Sam Adams
of  Philadelphia — arphan. mer-
chant, scholar, once a blackmith’s
apprentice, newly married man—
bowed again, took a seat, and be-
gan his task.  And for fifteen vears
“he sat at the secretarial table, hs-
tening to the debates, minuting the
birth records of a nation.”

» * *

Not far from where Bryn Mawr
College now stands in lLower Mer-
ion was Harriton. a large, stone
house, overlooking several hun-
dred Dbeautiful acres. From one
window vou could look across the
tields and see a little Quaker meet-
ing house near the Harrison fam-
ily cemetery, the property having
heen in the hands of the same fam-
ily since 1710, Here, to Harriton.
Charles Thomson retired at the age
of =ixtv, with hiz books and his
memories for vears of leisure, Here
he lived on into his ninetv-fifth
vear, outhngering most of his con-
temporiries.

The years with Congress had
been packed with events,  “Thom-
son was one of the two men who
signed the Declaration of Inde-
pendence on July 4. Some even
said it was he who tirst read the
document to the people. Year after
yvear he had kept the journals in
his accurate shorthand, the “per-
petual secretary” of Congress. He
had kept in touch with ambassa-
dors abroad. dug into his own
pocket to help the patriot cause,
ferreted out information through
spies behind British lines. It was

™
-




he who carried word to Washing-
ton of his election as the Republic’s
first President.

Now came the vears of retire-
ment, and almost anytime from
178) to 1824 Thomson might have
been found strollmg near the bouse
or working inside. The principal
reom on the main floor served as
s study: occupying a prominent
place was the silver urn Congress
had presented bim for his services

The old man's interests sull
showed great vanetv., There were
rumors once he would run for the
Senate.  He declined pleas to serve
as a commissioner for the Indians,
He started a history of the Revolu-
tion but destroved it rather than
blacken many reputations,  Fle was
interested in agriculture, and his
name was connected with a pam-
phlet on farming. Scientific mat-
ters, too, aroused his curiosity
Jefferson  wrote to him  about
French experiments with steam ¢én-
gines and balloons. Thomson him-
self kept accurate notes on a dis-
play of Northern Lights and specu-
lated on rock-farmations.

But chieflv his interest was in
Biblical matters. ‘Thomson was
raised a Presbyterian, later felt
strong Quaker and Baptist infln
ence. He alwavs carried a Greek
New Testament with him, and
many mornings were spent in the
woods or fields considering a pas-
sage. Day after day he lahored
until he had translated the entire
Bible from the Greek. This colos-
sal task, begun during his vears
with Congress and completed and
published in 1808, was followed by
a4 Synopsis of the Gospels seven
vears later. So even in the twi-
light of his life, TThomson was busy
doing the unusual.

Patriot, scholar, merchant, gen-
tleman, teacher, translator, chron-
icler of the state—all this is the
story: of Charles Thomson. His
versatility was amazing, Yet oddly
cnough his surprising contributions
in the Biblical field have largely
been ignored. The picture, how-
ever, of a smgle, apparently inde
fatigable scholar. armed with—by
our standards—onlv the crudest of
lexicons, cannot but excite our im-
agination

The Holy Bible, 1808, is a land-
mark in more wavs than onc
Thomson's was the first Fnglish
translation of the Septuagint, in-
deed the first rendering of the
Greek Old Testament into any
modern language: there has only
ever heen onc other Septuagint
translation made into any language
spoken today. Moreover, the Thom-
son Bible was the first Bihle print-
ed by a woman in America. And—
perhaps most significant of all—
this was the first time the New
Testament was translated and pub-
lished in America!

Not too many copics of Thom-
son’s Biblical works remain extant.
The majority of them, though, are
in the Philadelphia area, and the
Mt. Airy Seminary Library pos-
scsses a four volume edition of
his Bible, from the collection of
Charles Porterfield Krauth, We
may not agree with one of Thom-
son's overenthusiastic friends who
suggested that his translation be-
come a national Bible, replacing
the Authorized Version, but Charles
Thomson, the Patriot-Scholar of
Philadelphia, does stand out as an
unusual combination of service to
country and Biblical scholarship.

JOHN REUMANN.

“The axis of the earth sticks out visibly through the center of each

and every town or city.”

0. W. Holmes, “The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table.”



Retrospect

L

had built me an edihce:

An edifice of flesh and clay.

I had built me an edifice:

And now it has crumbled away.,
had fashioned me an abode:

An abode of pride, lust. desire.
had fashioned me an ahode:

But it's vanished now in the fire.
had found me fallen, alone :
Rejected, forsaken, despised.

had found me dying forlorn,
And it's a thing my soul’s decried.

I1.

I have been bunlt an edhhce:

An edifice of fire and light.

have been built an editice :

The Man Victor in our fight.

I have been fashioned an abode :
An abode of lLove—Threefold.

I have been fashivned an abode:
The Rock fast to which | hold.

I have been made captive in peace:
In a land empty of my pride.

| have been made captive in love:
Embracing what before | despised.

- e e =
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RICHARD O, SCHERCH

“"This world mis but a thurghfare full of wo,
And we ben pilgrims, passing to and fro;
Deeth 15 an ende of every worldly sore.”

—Chaucer, “Canterbury Tales.”

~ “The chessboard is the world, the pieces are the phenomena of the
universe, the rules of the game are what we call the laws of Nature. The
player on .lhc other side is ludden from us. \We know that his play is
always fair, just, and patient. But also we know, to our cost, that he

nevel:‘ov'c.rlooks a mistake, or makes the smallest allowance for ignor-
ance."—Thomas H. Huxley, “Lay Sermons.”

T_O me it seems as if when God conceived the world, that was

2::;‘:{" He forn.lcd. it, and that was sculpture; He varied and colorgd it,

¢ that was painting ; and then, crowning all, He peopled it with living
beings, and that was the grand divine, eternal drama.”

—Charlotte Cushman.
10




Wanted: Reform

The close alliance betveeen church
and state which began with Con-
stantme’s edict of Milan in 3135 had
by the year 1000 resulted m a com-
plete subordination or the church
to the state. It was agamst this
subardmation that the strong popes
of the muddle ages struggled. It
18 casy for us to condemn the poh-
cies of Fhildebrand and Innocent
ill, since we see n these policies
an attempt on the part of the
church to rule over secular govern
ment. We are nght m condenm-
mg that attempt. but we should at
the same time realize that there
were relatively pure motives be-
hind the policies.

By 1000 the control of the church
had passed entirely mto the hands
of the secular rulers. T'his control
was exercised through the appomt-
ment of bishops. The carliest form
tor the choice of bishops was clec-
non; clection by the clergy and the
people of the diocese. The election
was not in the form of mdividual
ballots, but was rather the general
trend of opinion as seen by the
leiding clerics and laymen of the
diocese. Naturally, the king or the
lecal feudal lord (in the case of a
country where there was no strong
central control, as in France) be-
came the leading figure in the “elec-
ton” of a bishop. The nobility
were the ones who had the strength
to protect the church and the mon-
ey to give to the church; it was
the most natural thing in the world
for the wishes of these men to be
deferred to in the choice of a bish-
op. The consequence was, of course,
that the idea of “election” became
a complete hction and the “elec-
tion” became a political appoint-
ment, conferred for political rea-
sons. Royal or noble elections re-
placed canonical elections: in the
few places where canonical elec-

11

tions were retamed the king andor
lords exercised the predominant in-
fluence.

yishops had their place in the
pohtical orgamzation of feudalism
Thev were vassals of the king or
of lords. As vassals, they owed
certiun feudal obhigations, which
included the obligaton of military
support. It often occurred there-
fore, that bishops received their
appomtment because of therr fight-
ing abibity rather than because of
their  spiritual  accomplishments.
He who was to become Pope leo
IX received his first episcopal ap-
pointment because of his physical
prowess. Of course, it would be
unfair to ignore the other factors
which might lead to an episcopal
appomtment. One nught be re-
warded with a bishopric because
of support given in a political
struggle. One naght be a member
of a noble family desirous of be-
coming important paolitically. One
might have a few gold coms hidden
away in a sock. enough to exchange
for the rights and privileges of the
episcopacy. Or one might gam the
appointment 1f he pronnsed to give
certain support or remuneration to
his lord sometime i the future.

The situation of the parish
priests was not much better. They
were simply appomtees of the local
nohility. It became not uncommon
for a serf to be the parish priest.

If the church was to be the
church, reform was needed.  The
church necded to be freed from
sccular control.  In their efforts to
accomplish  this  the reforming
popes of the late eleventh century
were amply justihed. Unfortun-
ately, they failed to realize that
there mght be a solution other
than ecclesiastical control of the
state.

THE KEV. EDWARD W. UTHE



Passover—Festival of Freedom

\What is Passover> For the
answer to this question, it is nec-
essary to turn to the people of
lsrael, who have kept this celebra-
tion of their emancipation since
that memorable night in which
they left the land of Egypt, and its
oppression and bondage.

It will only be possihle to give
at best a summary treatment of
this majestic service of prayer, leg-
end. and exhortation contained in
the MAGGADAH SHEL PE-
SACH. The service and its con-
tents are in the form of a running
commentary on the bondage in, and
redemption from, FEgvpt. This
Liturgy is introduced by the Four
Questions asked by the voungest
child. This service especially ex
pounds upon the term Pesach. the
Paschal offering and sacrifice. an
its age-old significance. It al<o
explains the significance of the
Matzoth or unleavened Bread of
Affliction. which reminds the 1s
raclite of the readiness with which
his forefathers fullowed the call to
freedom, as well as the Moror or
bitter herbs, typical of the lot of
the Jew in Egwpt and in so manv
other nations throughout his ]ull;{
eventful history.

The preparations for the Seder
and the'feslival meal are the major
occupation of the davlight hours
of .thc 13th of Nisan. The young
children of the family are usuallv
allowed to rest during the after-
:::;‘;{-e‘“ ;:::Eifn:t:t they will remain
p i tltlr(l throughout

e evening’s festivities, Joy. ex-
citement and anticipation pervade

the household preparations,

Finally, at sun-down. all s mn
readiness  The family  gathers
around the table, The head of the
household. or one designated by
him to read the Service in his stead
has on the table before him the
following articles: (a) Three un
leavened cakes, Matzoth; (b) Rit
ter herbs and other vegetables,
Moror and Karpas: (c¢) Salt water
in which the Karpas are dipped be-
fore eating : () Charoseth—a mix-
ture of apples. almonds, cinnamon,
and other spices, and wine. in which
mixture the bitter herbs are dipped ;
(e¢) A roasted cgg and a hone with
some meat on it

The Sedar begrinswith the chant-
ing of the Kiddush. the =sanctifica-
tion of the name of the Eternal
God and the thanksgiving for His
bounteous mercyv

The head of the family then
washes s hands m the proper
ceremonial manner

After the blessing, “Blessed art
thou who hast created the frint of
the ground.” the head of the house
dips a piece of parsley or salad or
hitter herh in the salt water and
partakes of 1t, and gives some to
cach member of the family. This
mixture s remimscent of the slav-
ery and hardships of Egyptian
bondage.

The head of the household then
divides the middle M:atzoth, half of
which is laid aside for the Afiko-
men. the last thing eaten at the
Sedar table.

The Passover storv then unfolds
in all its awe-inspiring and interest-
arousing pagentry and detail. The
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history of the
Egvpt is related.
broken Matzoth betore ham, the
reader exclanms: “Such was the
bread of poverty wlhich our tore-
tathers ate m the land of LEgypt”;
as 1f to say, “we are ull alike de-
scendants of those who ate the
bread of poverty m Egypt.” Ina
simlar vem the reader proceeds:
“We ahke should rejoice in the
kindness shown by the Almighty to
our nation, and all ahke ghould
scek to tind true comfort m the
hope of the Messianic blessmg
promised by him for the ifuture.”

departure  from
Pomting to the

The youngest member of the
family then asks the Four Ques-
tions as formulated m the para-

graph beginning: “Why is this
mght  distmguished from other

mghts 2 Additions and alteranons
may be made by the questioner ac-
cordmg to his knowledge and in-
tellect.  The object of these ques-
tions is to obtain and introduce the
explanation of the rites that dis-
tinguish this evenimg from others,

In answer to the Four Questions,
the reader cites the past history of
Israel in three ditferent forms. The
hrst answer begins with the words,
“We are slives,” and ends with the
phrase, “when unleavened bread
and bitter herbs lie before thee.”
Here the reader restricts himselt
without comment to the fact thin
the Jews were at first slaves n
Egypt. and that they were re-
deemed and delivered from its op-
pression. It illustrates the duty of
cach lsraclite to speak more fully
that night of the departure from
Egypt. It sets forth this obliga-
tion by precedent, by the authority
of the Mishnah, and by the Mid-
rashic interpretation of the law
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commandmg Jewish parents to re-
late these events to their children.

The second form of the answer
to the Four Questions prepounded
by the youngest member of the
fmmly begins: “Our  forefatherg
were the first worshippers of 1dols,”
and ends, “deliver us out of their
hand.” In this section the Exodus
15 pctured as God's tulfillment of
His promise to the patriarch, Abra-
ham, that the Hebrews would be
dehivered from their oppressors,
amd would be made a great nation.

The tlurd form of the answer is
a recitation of Deuteronomy 26 :5-8
together with its Midrashic inter-
pretation. It concludes with an
enumeration of the manifold bless-
mgs and benefits hestowed upon
the nation of Israel from the de-
parture from Egypt to the time of
the bmlding of the temple. and the
duty of every Jew to show grati-
tude 18 emphasized.

During the recitation of these
three forms of the LExodus story,
no note has heen taken of the ac-
tual guestions asked by the child.
Inasmuch as Rabbi Gamaliel has
satd that such notice should be
taken, a section is added which
explams the reasen tor the Pass-
over offering, and for the eating of
Matzoth and bitter herbs.  Like the
three preceding portions, this sec-
tion 15 concluded with the declara-
tion that, “we are still bound to
thank and praise God for the bene-
fts bestowed on our nation so long
ago.”

The first two paragraphs of the
Hillel, which contain special sef-
erence to the exodus from Egypt
are then chanted.

The first part of the Seder con-
cludes with a blessing. in which the



celebrants praise Gorl for the de-
liverance of Israel in the past and
pray for the speedy approaf‘h of
the future Messianic redemption.

The entire company then per-
forms the ceremony of washing of
the hands. as is done before all
meals.

The entire company then par-
takes of two pieces of Matzoth
broken from the upper and lower
Matzoth on the Seder plate. The
one piece represents that Com-
manded to he eaten on the Pass-
over night. This is preceded by
two hlessings: “Blessed art thou

. who hringest forth bread from
the earth.” and, “Blessed art thou

. who hast sanctified us by thy
commandments, and hast com-
manded us to eat unleavened
bread.”

Bitter herhs are then dipped in
the Charoseth, and eaten after this
blessing: “Blessed art thou, O
ILORD our GOD ... who hast
sanctified us by thy command-
ments, and hast commanded us to
cat hitter herbs.” The Charoseth
represents the mortar used hy the
children of lsrael in the construc-
tion of the Egyptian edifices, All
of the celebrants partake of this.

Unleavened bread and hitter
herbs are then eaten together as
was done by Hillel, when he ate
this combination together with the
meat of the paschal sacrifice. This
1s done in obedience to the com-
mands of Fxodus 12:8 and Num-
bers 9:11. The manner of eating
the Matzoth and hitter herbs is as
follows: A sandwich of Matzoth
a'nd horse radish is eaten, Some-
times, the horse radish is wrapped
n lettuce and consumed,

The table is then laid, and the
eveming repast is served. The meal

itself differs in no way from the
usual Jewish festive meal, consist-
ing of a soup course, followed by
fish, and then by the main course
usually chicken. Other optional
dishes may also be added at the
desire of the household, provided
they are in keeping with the Pesach
(Passover) ordinances. All food
articles fit for Passover use are so
identified and indicated in Jewish
food-stores.

The meal is concluded with the
Afikomen, mentioned previously.
The prankish practice of one mem-
ber of the family snatching away
the piece of Matzoth reserved for
the Afikomen, and of not relin-
quishing it until the head of the
family grants the request of the
holder is one of rather late origin,
resulting from a misinterpretation
of the stem of the word. and is
emphatically condemned and  dis-
couraged hy the Rabbinate. ‘The
sages feel that it dctracts from the
sacred joy which should dominate
the occasion.

Girace then follows, as it does on
all occasions in the homes of de-
vout Jews. During the course of
the Seder Service and the meal, the
four cups of wine. (Arhah Kosoth)
are drunk in their proper place as
prescrihed in the Liturgy.

Then follows the rest of
Hallel. {ollowwed by Psalm
known as the great Hallel.

The fourth cup of wine is drunk,
with the usual prayer after it

The Seder Service is completed
with a prayer for the rebuilding of
the temple, and the restoration of
Israel to Zion. The wish expressed
in the Seder to eat the Passover
next year in Palestine seems rather
anomalous since the establishment
of the State of Israel,

the
130,




An integral part of the festivi-
tres of the evening, which should
be mentioned, dre several hymns
and songs of a more popular na-
tnre.  They are especially adopted
ta group smging and responsive
chants.

L.et 3t be said that both Jew and
Christian can well celebrate this

rection and glorious ascension.”
We can well pray with our Jewish
hrethren: “May the time not be
distant, ) God, when Thy name
shall be worshipped in all the earth
\Vhen unbelief shall pass away, and
error be no more.” On that day
when, “The kingdoms of this world
shiall become the kingdoms of our

l.ord and of His Christ.” we and
they may echo the exultant cry;
*“The l.ord is our God. the l.ord is
one.,” for, “On that day, the Lord
shall be one, and His name One.”

HARRY SUTCLIFFE

paschal feast, as one emancipation.
How much more the Christian?—
he who has been set free from sin,
death and the power of the devil
by the sacritice of “Christ our Pass-

over,” and by His “mighty resur-

w?’

Fhe whole drift of my education goes to persuade me that the
world of our present consciousness is only one out of many worlds ot
consciousncss that exist.”

—\William James, “The Varieties of Religious Experience.”

“T'his world, where nuch is to be done and little known.”
—Samuel Johnson, “Prayers and Meditations.”

“1 look upon the world as my parish.”— John Wesley.

“The cynic is one who never sees a good quality in a man, and never
falls to see a bad one. He is the human owl, vigilant in darkness and
Llind to light, mousing for vermin, and never seeing noble game.”

—H. W. Beecher

"Earth with her thousand voices, praises God.”
—Coleridge, “Hymn Before Sunrise.”

“Earth is but the frozen echo of the silent voice of God.”
—S. M. Hageman, “Silence.”

“Every man is as heaven made him and sometimes a great deal
worse.”"—Cervantes, “Don Quixote.”

“By lcarning the sufferings and hurden of men. | became aware as
never before of the life-power that has survived the forces of darkness—
the power which, though never completely victorious, s continuously
conquering. The very fact that we are still here carrying on the contest
agamst the hosts of annihilation proves that on the whole the hattle has
gone for humanity.” —Helen Keller.
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