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A Zealous Steward

One of the great tasks of the
church is the preaching of the
ospel to all people. The saving
a'or(l must be presented to people
at home and abroad. In the heri-
tage of our church we have a man
who was a zealous missionary hoth
at home and ahroad. This man
was John Christian Frederick
Heyer. He laid the foundation in
1842 for our program of foreign
missions in India.

Pastor Heyer was born in Helm-
stedt, Germany, July 10, 1793.
From the time of his birth until
his death in 1873 his life was filled
with a variety of experiences.

At an ecarly age, llever came to
America and found a home iIn
Philadelphia. Through an active
interest in the work of the church
a desire was awakened in him to
enter the gospel ministry. In 1817
he was licensed by the Ministerium
of Pennsylvania. Iis first assign-
ment was mission work in Craw-
ford and Erie counties, Pennsyl-
vania. In 1820 he was ordained by
thg Ministerium and continued his
mission work throughout various
sections of the United States.

Possihly Pastor Meyer was a
man who had the desire to per-
amhulate. He also realized that
the words, “the gospel must be
preached to the other cities also,”
needed fulfillment. T'herefore, in
1840 he received a call from the
Foreign  Missionary Society of
the General Synod to serve as a
mussionary in India. In his call
he was instructed to sail for East
India. In 1841 he left America.
Actual mission work was begun in
August of 1842 with services heing
held in the province of Guntur,
The early work was in cooperation
with the london Missionary So-
ciety. At this point in the life of
the missionary we realize the zeal

that he had for the preaching of
the gospel. Ile was nearly so
vears of age and preaching the
saving Word to a strange people.
By the end of the hrst vear of
work progress could he seen. How-
ever. in a short time Heyer re-
turned to the American shores.
While in this country he¢ worked
for the home mission hoard of the
General Svnod and at the same
time studied for an M.D. degree at
Washington University.

Once again he returned to India.
This time his task was doubled.
Not only did he serve in the ca-
pacity of pastor to the people, hut
he was also their phvsician. De-
spite the burden of this load he
still found time to translate
Luther’s Small Catechism into Te-
lugu. e sailed once again for
America and by the end of this,
his second stav, the results of his
work could be seen.

Pastor Heyer stayed in America
for a short while and then made
a visit to his native land, Cermany.
While in Germany he received
word that the General Synod was
considering the transfer of nus-
sion work in Rajahmundry to the
Church Missionary Society of Eng-
land. He at once returned to Amer-
ica and asked that he be sent to
the field in India. Consent was
given to him to return to the tield
n India. He returned to America
in 1872 at the age of 79. after
having spent three periods of fruit-
ful service in India. FHe became
chaplain and housefather of the
l.utheran Theological Seminary in
P’hiladelphia. He served in this
capacity until September of 1873
when he was called into the arms
of the One he loved so well.

C. WILLIAM BENSON,
DAVID W. BURT.




Secularism

Despite many  evidences  and
asscrtions to the contrary. Chris-
tians  are concerned  about  the
world around them and about the
society in which they live. They
have a holy concern for all men—
to bring them into fellowship with
God through Jesus Christ.  And
they are concerned that righteous-
ness, justice and love abound—
that this world be truly God's
world.

It 1s therefore with increasing
alarm that Christians of all stripes
view the nise of what called
secularism. It is not often that all
of the churches, including the
Roman, are in agreement, bhut the
danger from this source is cvi-
dently so manifest, that all Chris-
tian groups are to be found fight-
ing it.

But why is it so dangerous?
Usually secularism is creedless, but
it asserts with its actions a philoso-
phy in which God does not have a
part. It is primarily an attitude
toward life which leaves God out
of the picture entirely. And this
makes it so demonic.

The religious education issue is
clearly an illustration of this.
Through Supreme Court rulings
hath past and recent, secularism
has been successfully institutional-
izedd in our Public School svstem,
which can now teach all that a
child onght to know, except that
which 15 most important, and
which is most needful. 1 do not
wish to say that there is no real
problem  here—the  relation  of
clmrch, school and state—nor do |
wish to claim that 1 can offer any
cure-all patent remedv, nor even
point the way to a solution, but I
merely wish to point to the fact
that in our attempt to safeguard
freedom of conscience and to pre-
vent a union of church and state,
we have inadvertently enmeshed
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ourselves m the secularistic debacle
of recognmzing God as supreme in
all of lfe—except in education.
That this is tragic from a Christian
perspective is evident,

For if secularism does not deny
God altogether. then it at least so
departmentalizes life that God s
placed in a corner. out of the
strecam of thiugs. to be given a
share of our allegiance along with
our other hearth and household
gods and  “values.”  Secularism
thus supports and is supported by
a popular polytheism that puts God
i his proper place, leaves to Him
one seventh of the week, and
grants unto Him honor and glory.
but only in so far as that does not
detract from the honor and glory
due to our sacred monkeys and
golden calves, our Baals and Ash-
torcths, and the Fleavenly Host of
other things which, in effect. we
have deified.

There is a current popular dance
number which puts quite suc-
cinctly, though perhaps unwit-
tingly, this secularism into words.

Let’s go to church on Sunday morning,

Let's kncel and pray side by side.

Our love will grow on Sunday morning,

If we have the Lord is our guide.

Through the week you love and laugh
and labor,

But on Sunday don't forget to love thy
neighbor!

Let's make a date for Sunday moming,

We'll go to church you and 1.

How different from the Christian
love which 1s to never cease, be-
cause God's love never ceases!

That secularism has invaded the
Church is also quite evident. Such
Christian concepts as that of the
call—not only to the ministry, but
to all walks of life—has been
either forgotten, or at least rele-
gated to the reference shelf. Or



the concept of stcwa.rdship—-npt
only in terms of tithing, but in
ALL that we have. How many of
us take that seriously?

\We thus find seculansm perhaps
the most insdious enemy Chris-
tianitv has ever had to face, and
so all branches of the Church are
arrayed against it. But it is able
so to disguise itself as to make it
difficult to recognize And there-
fore secularism is attacked by the
Church only at its most apparent
manifestations, chief among which
is Communism.

For in Communism we have a
creedal formulation of secularizsm,
and a religion which gives horor
and glory to matenalism. Secu-
larism in the garb of Comnmumism
has militantly attacked Christianity
and the Church, and so the Church
clearly sees the diabolical nature
of its enemy.

But in so doing, the seculansm
that is in disguise, that attacks
from the rear, is left to continue
its destruction often undetected.
| heard a lLutheran pastor speak-
ing to a young people’s group de-
clare that Communism is ma-
terialistic, and therefore to be re-
jected by Christians. But in so
doing, he implied that the eco-
nomic system of free enterprise
was non-materialistic and therefore
to be accepted by Chnstians! Secu-
larism had successfully disguised
itself! For where is a more ma-
terialistic economic system than
the one in which we in the free
world live and move and have our
being? For our free enterprise
System is not Chnistian, for it char-
actenzes occupations by the amount
of money they bring, not by the
amount of service they offer, It
1s a syStem where even the Chrig-
tian ministry is declared, in one vo-
cational pamphlet given out in high
chool, to be one in which perhapg
pay i% not as high as in other pro-

fessions. hut one which offers reli-
tively more security than most
others, because of the shortage of
ministers, and usually a place to
live besides! We do things for
“what's in it fer us”, or hecause
we enjoy doing them., Here \WE,
are in the center of things: God is
left out or put on the periphery.
Our secularism and materialism
mayv not he so militant as the Com-
munists’. hut it is nevertheless as
real and as inimical to God. A re-
cent defense of this man-centered-
ness was presented i an address
printed and distrihuted to Chris-
tian ministers by a prominent Lu-
theran layman. Christianity is pre-
sented as a system of rewards and
punishments. And our economic
system is presented as an economic
expression of what God has com-
manded! Here man does certam
things, whether in the religious or
economic sphere. hecause he will
be rewarded, and he refrains from
doing certain things because he
knows he will be punished, \Where
is salvation by Gol’s unmeritable
grace? Where is Christian grati-
tude and stewardship? Where is
Christian selfless service and Cod-
centeredness? Secularism has dis-
gmsed itself and obscured our
vision as well!

But in our fight against secular-
ism we come to a parting of the
ways with Roman Catholics in re-
gard to the cause of this man-cen-
tered Godlessness. The Roman
Church sees the Reformation as
the cause of the epening of the
Pandora’s box of secular woes
upon the workl, If only the unity
of the Church Catholic had not
been broken, secularism would
never have taken hold. But we
see secularism in its true form, as
lying in the sinfulness of man.
Secularism was rampant in the
Church and its society in the Mid-
dle Ages, but this fact is obscured

(Contloued on Page 11) -




Demonstration Of A Desire

In the Providence of God, the time has come when it scems fitting
more fully to manifest oneness in Jesus Christ as Divine Lord and Saviour,
by the creation of nn inclusive coaperative agency of the Christian Churches
of the United States of Amdrica to continue and extend the following
general agencies of the churches and to combine all their interests and

Junctions:

Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America

Foretpn Missions Conference af North America

Home Missions Council of North America

Internationul Council of Religious Education

Missionary Education Movement of the United States and Canada
National Protestant Council on Higher Education

United Council of Church Women

United Stewardship Council

At the end of next month Amer-
ican Protestantism will consum-
mate a ten years’ process of articu-
lating the conviction expressed in
the sentence quoted above. This is
the Preamble to the proposed
Constitution of the National Coun-
cil of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of .America, which
is to be formally adopted in Cleve-
land, Ohio, during the week from
Novemher 26 to December 3. It
is one of the most significant sen-

tences of our time, bearing as it-

does both a spiritual conviction
about the will of God for His
Church in these times and a prac-
tical conviction about how the
churches can best respond afhrma-
tively to that Foly Will. [t is an
assertion loaded with opportunity
and challenge for the Christian
forces of the United States.

Actually the road to Cleveland
for cooperative work among Amer-
ican Protestants has been not ten,
but eighty years long, beginuing
m 1872 when the International
Council of Religious FEducation
was founded. But from 1872 to
1940 the pattern for this kind of
church activity involved the
formation of a number of inter-

denominational agencies, each with
a somewhat speciahzed concern.
Where necessary to coordinate
overlapping functions or mutual
concerns, inter-agency committees
were set up. There was a growing
recogmtion of the essential inter-
relatedness of the work of all the
interdenominational agencies, and
an increasing demand for a more
efficient organization of the total
job; but no proposal for a merger
of the agencies was broached until
1940.

By then there was some feeling
that there could be little further
advance in interdenominational
work without the development of
some more adequate structure, A
committee was formed for prelinn-
nary study of the question, and out
of its report grew a Study Confer-
ence of the agencies in .Atlantic
City in 1941. There the inade-
quacies of the existing structure
were analyzed, and the first draft-
ing of a constitution for a new
corporate agency was authorized.
Since then there has been a suc-
cession of committees culminating
in the present Planmng Commit-
tee under which the National Coun-
cil of Churches has been taking



definite form and winning the of-
haal support of the churches—and
moving towards becoming a reality
at Cleveland next month,

The vision which has made clear
the road to Cleveland has not
fully revealed what this will mean
in the work of the Church, It is
becoming  evident, however. that
the National Council will have im-
plications  bevond  releasing  the
present power of American Pro-
testantism with  greater  efticiency
and effectiveness.  The farmation
of NCCC brings mterdenomina-
tional work closer to the churches.
LU'p to now the mterdenominational
agencies, except the Federal Coun-
cil, have heen twice removed from
the churches as such, bemg related
only through the mediation of spe-
ciabized bhoards m ecach church.
The significant new departure in
NCCC as it will be constituted next
month 1s that the final supervisory
body for all U. S. interdenomina-
tional work will be an Assembly
m  which  representation 15 by
churches. Thus the carrying on
of terdenommnational work will
be the direct concern of  each
church as 2t whole, not only of
certtun boards within the church.

This bringing of mterdenomina-
tional work closer to the churches
15 bound to affect both the chnrches
and the mterdenommational work.
As far as the churches are con-
cerned, the National Council will
make for an acceleration in the
growth of cooperation among them.
NCCC means a  more intimate
sharing of insights and methods.
Cooperating American Protestant-
istn has already produced the Re-
vised Standard Bible, Protestant-
ism-wide celebration of Reforma-
tion Sunday, a new respect for the
Protestant voice in the press. As
the Revised Standard Version be-
comes more central in our Chris-
tian experience, as the wider cele-

bration of Reformation Sunday
becomes a tradition, as we more
and more understand the power of
our common testimony in the arena
of current affairs, we as churches
will increasingly recognize that the
strong advance of each denomina-
tion 15 a part of the total of Chris-
tian progress, that “the victory of
one is the victory of all.”

_ On the other hand, the forma-
tion of NCCC will affect the pat-
terns of interdenominational work.
As stidents, Mt. Airy men are per-
haps most interested in this as it
pertains to student work. LSA.
for instance. faces two gerious
questions because of the NCCC
developmient. It is a member of
the United Student Christian Coun-
cil. which may logically e ex-
pected to hecome the bramch of
NCCC decaling with students. For
[.SA this would mean (1) $acn-
ficing its traditional status of bang
completely free from administra-
tive direction by the church and
(2) the possihle loss of that part
of its constituency which belongs
to Lutheran Churches which are
not aftiliating with NCCC, Other
member movements of USCC face
acqually serions questions. At the
time of this writing the only thing
that is clear about the picture 1
the determination of all to stay to-
gether in USCC. The pont here
is that the formation of CC
opens new channels by wh.lCh the
churches can influence interde-
nominational student work. We
should welcome this. but we T

0 be alert to assure that rel
values in the existing situation are
maintained.

But we must not let these ques:
tions of how NCCC may change
our existing institutions do
than keep us aware that Clev
won't solve all the probl
must not let ourselves be

{Cootinued 00 page 1)
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Morning Frayer

Make haste, O G, to deliver n
Make haste 1o ’u"ll me, O Lord
Cloria Patri

T [AERYEN

Now that the davlight Blls the sky
We bt onr hearts to God on hieh
That e, e wdl sse do or sav.,
Would keep us free trom hare teday

Would guard our hearts and wongnes trom strile;
From anger's din wonld hide onr hite;

From evil siehts wonld turn our eves;

Would close onr aars to vannties,

Saowe, when thas new dav s gone,
Aud myht it s drawing on,
With conscicnce by the Toe imistained,
May prase Ths Noane lor vict'sy @ained

To GCod the Father and the Son
Andd Holy Spaint, three me one

Be endless plory: as betore

The world bewan, so evermore,  Aen

Ar. ] M. Nedle. alt

Psaar 24

The carth w the Lord's and the tuluess thereot: the world, e
they that dawell theran

For e hath tonnded at npon the seas: and estahlished w
upon the flowls,

Who shall dscend anto the Inll ot the Lord: or ssho shall
std i Hhs holy place?

He that hath cdean hands, and a pare hearts swho hath nat
lifted np Ths sanl unto vanity, nar ssworn deecitinlly

e shall receive the blessing trom the Laord: and nighteonsness
from the God ol Ins salvation.

This s the generation of thewn that seek Hhoe that seek thy
fuce. O Jacob,

Lilt up vour heads, O ve vates, and bee ve litt ups ve e
esting doors: ancl the hing ol gluu shall come oy

Wha ts this King ol glory: The Lord strang and mighty, the
Laord mighty in battle.

Litt up your he ads, O vo gates, even lift them up, ye dver-
kesting doors: and the King of glory shatl comd ur

Who s this king ol glorv: The Lord of Tosts, He s the Kinge
ot tlory,
Cloria Patri.

The Lessos.

Unto the King ateral, immortal, invisible, the anly wisé G,

I honw ancr;.lurv forever and ever. Amen. (1 T 1I7)
I Cor, 6:20 or John 1114 or 1 John 4:7-11 nay W
subsstitrted  for thy above.
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But Tla, O Lord, have merey upon ns
Thanks be to God
Anse, O Chost, and help ns
A delicer s for thy name s sk
The pollowmg cloving prayers may be omitted and
the Maoratng Suffrages from the Conunon Servies
Book sand  nstead

Tie Puavess

Lowl. have merey npon us
Christ, have mescy upom us
Lord, have mevey upon s

Then shall he vaud

I'ue Lonn's Pusven

Hear my praver, O Lord

And It my ey corme wnto Thee
Let ns pray.
O Loed, almighty Goel, who hast bronght as to the heginning
of this day, preserve us i the sane by Thy Power, and grant
that this day we Hdl into no sing but that wll onr thonghts
words, and decds way be directed according to Thy com-
wandments; throngh Jesas Chrst, Thy Son, our Lord, who
liveth anl reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one
Conl, world withont end.  Amen

Blias we the Land
Thauks be to Cod

Tue Besemonox

The hlessing of whimghty Gedd, the Father, and the 4 Son,

aned the Holv Chost, b with ns now aud  evermore,  Amen
Note: Pralms 23, 25 and 26 wmuy be  substituted
Jor Paalm 24, 1) dewred

Luening Prayer

Muke hast, O God, to deliver e
Make haste 10 help me, O Lord
(loria Patn

Psavar 134

Behold, Wless vee the Losd, all ve servants of the Lord: wiich
by mght stand n the howse of the Lord
Litt up vour hands i the sanctiiny: and hless the Lord
The Lord that made heaven and carth: bless thee ont of Zion
Cloria Pata

Tor Hyas

To Thee, butore the close of day,
Creator of the world, we pray

That with Thy coustant tavor Thon
Wonldst be onr guard and Keéeper now

From adle desnns detend ons Cves,
From lears of wight and fantasies,

Tread nuder toot aur evial foee,

That deeds ot sin swe may ot know.



O Father, this swwe pray b done
Through Jesus Chnst, Thine onlv Son;
Who with the Holv Chost and Thee
Doth hive and reien cternallv. Amien,

—tr. J. M. Nedle, alt,

T Lesson

Thou, O Lord, art i the mudst of us, and we are called by
Thy Names deave ws not, O Lord onr God. (Jer, 14:9) ‘
Mate. 112830 or lebeerwes 132020 muny be sulbr-
sttuted  for the above '
But Thon, O Lord, have meres apon us
Phanks be to Cod
Keop me as the apple ot the eve
Ihde e under the shadow of Thy Wings
Towe Nusc Dovurns
Antiphon: Sive us, O Lord.® swhen we are awake  anid koop
s swhile we sleep; that we iy wateh with Christ
and rest o peace
Lord. nos lettest Thon Thy servant depait (o pecer ace ording
to Thy word,
For e eves have seen Thy salvation. wlich Thon hast pre-
pared hetore the tace of all peaple.
A light to Dighten the Gentiles: and the glory of Thy people
l"-“‘l,
Clortad Patn

The follmomyg closing prayees may he omatted  and
the Evening Suffrages from the  Conunen Sérece
Buok said instead

T Prusyens

Fard, have merey upon ns
Christ, have merey upon us,
Lard, have mescy upon s

Then sholl e said

T Lovn's Puaven

Hear my praver, O Lord
Awd let my cry come unto Thee

Let wy pray,

Visit, we beseech Thee, O Lord. this honse. and drive trom

it abl temptations of the Devil) let Thy holy angel have clarge

over s to keep us e peace; and ot 'l'h'v blessing be upon

s always throngh Jesus Christ, “Thy Son. one orde Amedne
Collect mmber 61, Connnon Sercice Book, peo 222,
may be wed, or some other pravyer.

Bless we the Laord,

Thanks be to God.

Tue Bexemernos.
The blessing of :(Imighly Gexl, the Futher, and the 4 Son
and (e Holy Ghost. be with ws now and evermore,  Amdén
*Not¢: Pxalins 4 or 91 may be sibstituted for Psulin
134, if desired.




The Origin of Prayer

The practice of having set times
of prayer is of the most ancient of
rehgious practices. With all its an-
tiquity, the custom has fonnd an
important place in the lives of the
“saints.” Beginning as short devo-
tional acts, “prayer services” in
time gradually increased into elah-
orate and ceremonial usages, hav-
ing little to offer to the hearts and
minds of the participants, partly
because they were complex in
structure, and partly because an
hoary, but unknown, tongue was
their language. The church cannot,
however, ignore its own history,
nor deny validity because of aber-
ration, and this principle must ap-
ply in all the varying aspects from
which the church may, can, should,
and must consider itself, With
these dicta in mind, let us view the
morning and evening prayer ofhices
here presented.

The practices of set hours of
prayer may be traced back to jew-
1sh piety and practice. The books
of Damel and the Psalms bear wit-
ness to the usage. (vide Dan, 6:10,
Ps. 55:17; 119:164.) Our general
knowledge of Jewish practice at
the time of our l.ord's sojourn

among men  also attests to the
custom.

The practice was ahnost im-
mediately  taken over into the

usage of the early Christians, as
Justin Martyr and others attest.
St. Cyprian 15 said to have encour-
aged the use of the Our Father at
the third, sixth, and mnth hours of
the day. and some such usage may
be the nucleus of the more devel-
oped and ornantented forms of la-
ter centurics,

The process toward rigidity be-
gan with the Rule of St. Basil, in
the East, and that of St, Benedict,
in the West. At least for the “Fa-

=)

ther of Western Monasticism,” the
regulations  concerning the hours
of prayer was a movement toward
the recovery of a sense of com-
mumty, the apostolic and post-
apostolic conception of the church
as a chosen people. (vide, 11x, The
Shape of the Liturgy, Dicre Press,
Westminister: 1945, p. 319 ff.)

The unfortunate aspect of the
regrulations was that the principle
later approached a reductio ad ab-
surdum, and thus the beauty and
force of the primitive forms were
werghed down with cumbrous and
at times awkward embellishments.
For aa example of this adornment
compare the introduction of the
primitive offices with that of the
prevalent ones. The former in-
cluded only a versicle and response
followed by the lesser Doxology.
whercas the latter boasts of four
long elements, including the Me-
dicval pre-occupation with sin, fol-
lowed by the primitive introduc-
tion,

Though filled with objectional
elements, the basic structure of
these othces of prayer and medi-
tation have produced a countless
array of saints, known and un-
known, ancient and modern; and
because of the true piety and con-
secration they have produced, they
are worthy of our attention and,
perhaps, use.

The forms of the two othces
here presented are stripped of the
ornate claborations and gilt of Me-
dieval minds and theologies, and
are offered in fourth century sim-
plicity, beauty, and strength. May
they be revived and tested anew,
and, if found worthy, again be-
come part of the worship of the
church, ut in omnibus glorificetur
Deus,

WILLIAM HENRY FADDIS.



Luther’s Greatest Work

One of the most important re-
sults of the Reformation was the
restoration of the Bible into the
hands of the common man. The key
doctrines of Luther’s theology
which formed the foundation for
the Reformation, justification by
grace through faith, the authority
of the Word of God, and the uni-
versal priesthood of all believers,
were formulated as a result of
careful study of the Scripture. To
Luther the Bible was the final au-
thority on all matters of faith and
life. When he faced the Diet of
Worms in 1321, luther revealed
his doctrine of the word: “l am
bound by the Holy Scriptures. My
conscience is captive te the \Word
of God. Unless | am cenvinced bv
Scripture or by clear argument. |
cannot and will not recant!” It was
Luther's sincere desiwre to hring
this emancipating Word into the
heart of every hungering seul.
Through his translation the com-
mon man was able to read and to
understand the Word of (vod in his
own language. Luther’'s marvelous
translation released the Scriptures
from their medieval prison house
and ushered in the Modern age
which was to tranlate the divine
\Word into more than a thousand
different languages.

The influence of the Renaissance
upon the European nations pre-
pared the way for Luther’s re-dis-
covery of the pure gospel. In Lu-
ther's day knowledge was no
longer the exclusive possession of
the church and ndble classes. The
common man was beginning to
read books and pamphlets n his
own language. The invention of the
printing press brought this new
printed material into the handg of
the lower classes at a moderate
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cost. With the posting of the nmine-
tv-five theses in 1517, Luther's
ideas spread rapidly throughout
the European continent through
this medium. With the stimulation
of thinkmg there arose also a de-
sire for individual study of the
Scriptures. The othcial Bible of the
Roman church was the Vulgate,
locked in the ancient Latin. Many
attempts had been made to trans-
late the Bible into the German lan-
guage. IFrom 1466 to 1518 there
were approximately fourteen conr
plete Bibles printed in High Ger-
man, in addition to four in low
German, All of these attempts to
translate the Bible into the German
tongue were relatively insignifi-
cant. Every one of these versions
used the Latin Vulgate as 1t$ basic
text. Most of the translators were
unable to put the lLatin phrases
into good German. The result was
that many Latin words were tran®-
literated and carried over into the
(German translation. Most of theSe
early translations were very awk-
ward because of the limitations of
the translators.

Martin Luther was indeed the
man qualified for the job of trans-
lating the Word of (Giod into the
German language. Few times m
history do we find a man with such
a thorough understanding of the
content of the RBible. Luther wa®
also a language scholar with a
good knowledge of the RBiblical
languages, Greek and Hebrew. The
previous attempts to translate the
Scriptures into the German were
dependent upon the Latm Vulgate
as the autheritative text. Luther
had before hum the 1519 cntcal
edition of the Greck Testament of
Eragmus and along with this reli-
able text was the 1494 edition of the




Hebrew Bible which was published
in  RBrescia.  With  these  direct
sources Lother was cnabled to ren-
der a translation which was far
superior to any of his day, espec-
ally the Roman church sponsored
Vulgate of Jerome. lLuther's most
important qualification as a trans-
lator was his deeply religious atti-
tude toward the Bible. e wis able
to comprehend the depths of the
spiritual thonght behind the words
of the inspired writers. It is also
important to note that Luther had
untiringly studied the Bible from
cover to cover in scarch of the sure
way of salvation. All these impor-
tant qualities paved the way for
the production of Luther's most
important single achicvement.

One of the main obstacles facing

any translator of Luther’s day was
the condition of the German lan-
guage. The educated nobles spoke
I.atin, while the other classes spoke
many different dialects. The cus-
tomary distinctions are usually Up-
V:er Middle and lower German.
~ach division contained within it-
self innumerable dialects. lLuther
once said concerning the language
problem, “Gemany has many dia-
lects so that people thirty miles
apart can hardly understand each
other.” Because of l.uther's travels
through Germany and his intimate
acquaintance with people from the
various sections, he had a good un-
derstanding of the language prob-
lem. In making his translation l.u-
ther combined the vanous dialects
into one common language. This
had a stabilizing effect upon the
(iemman language as a whole. It
has been 3aid that luther became
the creator of the Modern German
l.anguage in the same respect as
Tyndale, Shakespeare, and the
King James's Version were the
creators of the Modern English
l.anguage.

After 1517 Luther translated
various single portions of the Bible
into GGerman. Because of the tre-
mendous pressure of duties upon
Luther during the years following
the pasting of the theses it was im-
possible for him to undertake the
task of translating the Bible. Fin-
ally after his friends spirited him
away during his return from the
Diet of Worms in 1321, Luther
found the quiet castle at Warthurg
a suitable place to begin this great
task. In December. 1321, Luther
began his work on the New Testa-
ment. Facing all the difficulties the
task could offer, the first draft of
his translation was finished within
three months. This unique achieve-
nent testifies to his fanmiliarity with
the content and meaning of the
New Testament. l.uther made a
quick revision after seeking cnti-
cal advice from his friends at Wit-
tenberg. The manuscript was
placed into the printer's hand by
May, 1522. The complete volume
was finished in September, t522;
therefore it is commonly known as
the September Testament. The title
bore the inscnption: Das Newe
Testament Deutzsch, The date of
publication and lLuther’s name
were omitted ; however the place of
publication, Vuittemberg, is men-
tioned. This First edition contained
a preface to the New Testament,

with many explanatory glosses,
short explanations, and parallel
passages. It was decorated with

various wood cuts from Cranach’s
studio. The first edition numbered
from 3000 to 5000 copies: the ex-
act figure is uncertain. There was
an immediate demand for this
translation and in a short time
many editions followed, It is esti-
mated that within fifteen months
of the appearance of the first edi-
tion there were between 54,000 and
00,000 copies in circulation.
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Encouraged by the success of
the September Testament, l.uther
busied himself with the translition
of the Old Testament. During the
translation of the Old Testament
Luther was not in the quiet castle
at Wartburg ; he was back in Wit-
tenberg with his friends. His work
at Wittenberg gave him little time
for studying the Hebrew manu-
script; therefore his work was ex-
tended over a period of ahbout
eleven years. Just as he had studied
the latest Greek Testament, so he
used the latest Hebrew text for the
translation of the Old Testament.
Luther foundithard to transfer the
thought of the eastern mind into
the Western thought world and
language. Luther was never satis-
fied with his work until he made
the Hebrew speak clearly in the
German language. He said that the
translators of the Septuagint were
“inexperienced and awkward with
the Hebrew language, their trans-
lations crude and inaccurate, be-
cause they did not duly respect He-
brew letters and words and the He-
brew mamner of speaking.” About
Jerome and his Latin Vulgate Lu-
ther said: “whoever considers Je-
rome a Hebrew scholar does him a
great injustice.” [uther tried to
understand every detail of the
Hebrew language so that he could
become saturated with the eastern
method of recording spiritual ex-
perience. He sought not to translate
merely words, but tried to ex-
press the spirtwal truths in the
German tongue. In translating the
sacrificial laws of the Pentateuch
l:uther had trouble finding the
(serman name for the various in-
ternal organs of the animals men-
uuneq in the text. Luther was
hand_tcapped because he had never
ltudacd. anatomy or physiology.
lmntdlately he went down to a
b“!“hﬂ' ’hq) and watchel several
amimals being slaughtered. From
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the butcher he secured the proper
(German name  for the various
organs.

Since the translation of the Old
Testament moved along at such
a slow rate, Lutber decided to pub-
lish it in three sections. Late in
1523 the Pentateuch was completed
and printed. The title piage read:
Das Alte Testament Deutsch. M.
Luther. Wittenberg. In the preface
Luther prepares the reader for the
Old Testament with these words:
“Christ himself and also the apos-
tles etfectively substantiated and
proved the New  Testament b
quoting from the OId.” In his pret-
ace to the book of Genesis he terms
the writing as “almost a Gospel
book.” During 1523 Luther conr
pleted the second  secction, the
books from Joshua to Esther. This
part was published in 1524 bearing
the title: Das Ander teyl des alten
testaments. A manuscript of this
second portion of the Old Testa-
ment has been preserved. By ex-
amining its mimerous notes and
corrections it is cvident that Lu-
ther had revised his work agam
and again before sending it to the
printer. Luther's work on the thl.l'd
section was begun in 1524. He -
tended for this section to include
the doctrinal and prophetic books

needed to  complete the entire
translation of the Old ‘Testament.
{.uther found this section more

difficult than any of the previous
parts. He wrote conccruing the
translation of Job: “It is the gran-
deur of Job's grand style that 1§
causing us much difticultics that
one sometimes feels as if Job could
bear translating even less than _the
comfort of his friends. He insists
upon sitting in sackcloth and ashes
all the time. Then again it seemns
as if the writer of the book decided
that his bhook should never be
translated and had it written ac-
cordingly.”



Recause of the diflicnlties en-
countered Luther decided not to in-
clude the prophets in the third sec-
tion. In 13524 the largest section of
the doctrinal hooks along with the
Psalms were published. The title
page read : Dritte teyl des alten tes-
taments, Wittenberg. 1524. From
1524 on there s a marked interrup-
tion in Luther’s work on the Old
Testament His time was consumed
in various controversics such as
the peasant revolt, the disagree-
ment with Erasmus. the question
concerning the Lord’s Supper, the
diet of Augushburg, and numerous
other urgent duties. Gradually dur-
ing the period from 13524 to 1534
Luther was able to complete his
translation of the prophets and the
Apocrypha. Before the publication
of the complete Rible in 13534 Lu-
ther enlisted the aid of many of his
friends and scholars for the pur-

osc of thoroughly revising it
his  commission discussed the
problems of translation and offered
Suggestions  concerning  improve-
ment to be made ; however the final
decisions were made by lLuther.
l.uther once said concerning  the
work of translation: “M. Philipp,
Aurogallus, and |, had to work so
hard at this translation that some-
times we could barely translate
three lines in four davs. Gracious,
now that it is translated into Ger-
man and finished, anvone can read
it and get the meaning out of it,
peruse three or four pages and find
no diffhiculties ; but he doesn’t real-
ize with what hardships we had to
struggle before we arrived at the
translation. Where the reader
glides along smoothly, as over a
polished surface, we had to sweat
and worry to clear the track of ob-
stacles and to fill up the ditches.”

In October, 1534, the first com-
plete copy of lLuther’s Bible ap-
peared. The volume contained 9oB
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pages with 40 to 32 lines to the
page. The title read : Biblia, das ist
die gantze Hellige Schrifft.
Deudsch. Mart. Luth. Begnadet
mit Kurfurstlicher zu Sachsen frei-
heit. Gedruckt durch Hans Lufft.
MDXXXIIII. It one of the
beautiful books of the 16th
century. The Rible contamed 117
pictures, all made especially for
this cedition. Prefaces were written
for each of the books along with
special  notes,  parallel  passages,
and explanations. Instead of break-
ing the various chapters into verse
divisions, the paragraph form was
used to provide unity of thought.
This edition was a milestone in the
religious history of man as well as
a masterpicce of the printing trade.

This complete edition of the
German Rible wiclded a tremen-
dous influence on the world of 1.u-
ther's day and has influenced di-
rectly or indirectly every transla-
tion of the RBible in the western
world. Luther's Rible is one of the
most remarkable books in the his-
tory of man. This fact can be read-
ilv understood when we consider
the impact this man made upon
civilization. He was the man who
altered the entire religious and in-
tellectual pattern of the western
world. Luther was a universal
genius; men today still marvel at
his wide range of versatility. Lu-
ther’s accomplishments in any one
of the various fields of his activity
would have been sufficient to in-
scribe his name deeply into the
pages of History. Luther was truly
a great theologian. hymnologist,
preacher, writer, educator, and
controversalist; but his greatest
single achievement was his work as
the translator of the word of God.

FRANK C. JONES, JR.

was
most



Secularism—commuea

by the rosy glasses with which all
Roman Catholics read mecheval
higtory. In fact. the Reformation
had as a driving motivation the
uprooting of secularisin and world-
liness wuthin the Church itself!

But what can then be done to
combat the unrelenting onslaught
of secularism? First of all, there
must be a return to the hiblical and
reformation doctrines of steward-
ship and vocation. They must be
brought from cdd storage, and
given a renewed hearing in this
matenialistic world. \We also must
make sure that in our conflict with
Romanism, that we do not lose
altogether the concept that this 1s
God’'s world. And we must also
seek to institutionalize our Chris-
tian beliefs, in much the same way
as secubrism has succeeded n
institutionalizing itself upon the
Public School system. It is, of
course, easy to say this, and ex-
tremely difficult to do, for we
must avoid the danger of medieval-
15m as well as that of secularism.
It 15 in this direction that our
Chnstian duty in regard to the
world and society lies.

PAUL E. HOFFMAN.

Demonstration of
A Desire -continued

of the Christian joy that is ours in
realizing that an instrument is now
heing created which will relate the
efforts of over 36,000.000 Ameri-
can Protestants. That something of
this sort can even be proposed 1s a
demonstration of the fact that Pro-
testants are learning to work to-
gether in the service of their com-
mon lLord. That 1t is being DONE
15 a dramatic and convincing de-
monstration of a desire among the
churches for united action m this
time of crisis. The impact of the
umted Protestant forces will be im-
measurably strengthened when the
people of the churches more de-
cisively join in this desire. In the
Providence of God, the time for
this has come.

DAVID J. HOH.
. @0

1 helieve Plato and Socrates. |
believe m Jesus Christ.
Coleridge
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