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T'he Doctrinal Presuppositions Of 
Christian Social Service 

Tl,e Jolloum1g state 1,,c.1 t· 
formulated by a committee com-
1,oscd of Roy Eru1uist, Franklin D. 
Fry. William Laird, ancl William 
H. Lazarctli, guided by /acuity 
advisor, Pro/. l\fartin J. llcit1cc­
ke11, as part oJ tl,e Service Project 
Report ubmitt<'d b I tl•e Mo ,,t 
Air11 Commi.uim OJI Soc nl Sf>r­
dce to the Annual Conf<'r<"· ce of 
the As �intion of L ti eron Sem-
inarw I Plrl at Gett 1slm .,, S" ,,_ 
ina711 S ·e tlie statcmP t t,•a� 

1. Creation for ommunity 
Chn km sochl ., chem rootc; i l­

sclf in the ,·cry heart of the Bibli­

cal Kcrygma. It i rm e ntinl 
part of the Chri tinn faith to 
which the Lutheran Church is 
c ,mmitted both in pirit and in 
C'>nfe ional formulation, incc ,t 
concern itc:clf with the h: 1c r•'­
lnhon hip h tw' n mnn. h G d 
ancl hi follow-men. Emhr 1cinr1, 
a it doe , the rlynam·c of tl r Di­
vine y-inauguratcrl agape Chri -
tian c:ocial ethic provide" the ex­
i�tential le tintt- rounds for the 
cfficac·ou realization of thr· Bib­
lical doctrines of man and God in 
the challenging world of everyday 
affairs. 

Primary to the under�tandinr 
of thi relationship are the Bibli­
cal duali tic calc>gories of the 
Creator and His creat d Th<> 
statement, "In the beginnin •. God 
created the heaven and the C:\rlh'' 
alte t,, to the gulf whic-h exist 
bPtween f mite man and the "total­
lv Other" c;ource of his b ing. 
Con-;tant awarcne of thi dual­
ism c;af e�uards the conscientiou"I 
Christian from both extremes of 
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to be J>lCmlClrly Lutheran, much 

information mclmlmg d i r c c t 
c111otcs, has been uratcfully taken 
Jrom declarations oJ principle ancl 
purpo c of tl&c Social Action and 
Social Missi011s Boards n/ the res­
pective l.,11tl1cran hndics co-oper­
at"ng in t11c National f.,1ttl1eran 
Cmnicil. T11r. statcnumt's organi­
zational motifs. lwu-,mcr, arc tl,e 
,;o e 1'C!IP07Hril,i'it,, o/ tl1<! c-ommit­
tr.t>.. 

ultrn-"nctivism" or ultra ''quict­
i m." Ile knows that God' King­
dom will come on earth without 
him; indc d cl pite him. And yet 
hr. know thnt he ha b n call d 
hy the Lord for con tant loving 

rvicc "even lo thl' c br thrcn." 
In this ten ion, he remains as a 
citizen of both Aeon , cv r know­
ing that while hi planning and 
cone rn i in accord with Goel'· 
W11l, his plan, per e. i not D,­
vinc. 

When the Lord looked upon Hi 
creativity, ''h hold, it was very 
itood." All thin , inclucling man­
kind, were brought into l•xi tencc 
and till continue to c ·i l hv thi 
crentivc grace of God in order to 
fulf11l Hi Divine purpo e in ac-

lnnc with 111 sovereign will. 
Chri tianity, unlike Platonic;m, 
hold no di dnin for the material, 
knowing that the whole of crea­
tion i the product of H1 good­
nc and will share in th Divine 
Con ummation. 

Crowning His creativity God 
crcat d the human race i,i'n His 
own image and after His likcne 
a� the Father of a family of in-

.. 

( 



carnntc spmtunl beings. Tlus 
''unago Dci" c •rtamly includes 
fr dom and personal re pon 1-
b1hty, intelligence, the f.iculty of 
moral and nc thctic judb'ment and 
the domuuon over nature. Yet 
primarily, the e cncc of th1 con­
cept i one of relationship; il re­
fer not so much to human quah­
ti or cnpab1htic a to the capa­
city for lo\'ang follow hip an1l 
commumtv w1lh one' God nnd 
fellow me�. This means lhnt mnn 
cannot ultimatelv attn in thnt full 
mca un• uf felicity and al,undancc 
of life for which he was created 
until he ncknowlcdgc hi c en­
tinily creaturely dt•pcndenc • upon 
hi Author and e ks to fulfill the 
Divine purpose of his human ex­
i tence: namely, to glorify God in 
l,>vmg fellow hip with Him an'.3 
H1 

Coil create the whole mnn, 
t:vcn a He creates the material 
world in which he lives. We who, 
through the Lord Je us, are Hi 
children, may exclude no part of 
Hi er ntion from our intere t or 
concern, That which injures or 
aids the body i important lo us 
for preci• ely tl.e ame reason. In 
this n. e. Chri tian social re -
pon 1bility goc . back to the fir t 
ver e of G ne is. 

Another pha c of the doctrine 
of man which r :?quires coru ider­
ation becau e of it� social import 
might be tcrmC'd the "corporat<.?­
nc of man." In the Scripture., 
man ic: not conceived m term,; of 
modern individuali m. He i al­
way part of a community; al­
ways in relation to others. He 
never appear except as he is ad­
drc ed in re ponsibility by God: 
the Hebrew nalton under the Old 
Covenant and the Church under 
the New. It j,; invol\'ed in the con­
cept ''the kingdom of God." Auu 
men are "in Adam" and all may 

be "in ChrJ l." All bclic\'c arc 
members of the ''holy Chri llan 
Church, the Communion of 
S, mts,'' not by rca on of choice, 
but by virtue of their new birth. 
0 u· theologian hn\'e sought to 
cxprc thi truth al o in their 
tenching of the "orders of Crea­
llon." in which the family, the 
stntc and the economic order are 
under toocl a ocuil nccc itics 
without which man cannot truly 
be mnn and withn "h1ch he must 
live his life under God 

There arc two d� er ways in 
which God confron u which 
have particular relevance lo tho_e 
ocinl probll•m. which ari e in 

nationnl and international life. 
tho c who believe in the Univers­
al Ruler, we cannot hut read his­
torv a nn account of II1s action 
tc>\�·arcl, for and in rnc-n God's will 
i overc-ign, but to all men is of­
fered the choice of being either 
Hi m trurnc-nt or Hie: -�rvant. 
Ultimntcly howc,·er, with our 
consent or without it, His pur­
po e are achieved. 

1 fonce G t ha given to man­
kind Hi Law to be obeyed and 
followed for the lcadm�- of the 
good life in fellowc:hip God's de­
mands upon man arc ab,;o)utc and 
thcv are univer. al in nature since 
the,· "have been written into the 
he;rts of all men " There is no 
partiality about God. and conse­
aucntlv. Nathan and Elijah re­
,;,inded Kml!s that thev were sub­
ject to the . ame moral standards 
as le cr men while Amos utter­
ed Divine Judgments again t Is­
rnc-1. in�i tin� that it stood under 
. imilar condemnation with Da­
ma Clh, Gaza, and Tyre for the 
!-inc; of inhumanity. 

But God'!> love for His human 
creation is o great that He im­
parts the power to exist with no 
limitation as to man's personal 



freedom and re.,poru 1b1lity ov r 
against his Maker. The human 

son may break the Law 1f he will, 
but in doing so, he de. troys the 
Father-child relation hip, as w II. 
The community in love for which 
man wa created demands the 
surrender of man to Him in 
Whom alone he can live in true 
humanity. It leave him quite free 
to rebel and to a ert hi: O\\'Tl lord­
ship and thus de troy true com­
munity. It i a this whole being, 
as this center of re pon 1b1ht�. 
that man sin . It is not as if Sin 
were i olated in his fle,hlv mem­
bers even though phv ical crav­
ings often 1 nd him into rebellion 
again,;t God's will Often tempta­
tion bc"lll in the imagination, 
which then arou es the body to 
sinful rebellion, his proud elf-a -
sertion, his attempted denial of 
his creaturehoocl. Not some part 
of man. but the whole man has 

inned .,nd come hort of the 
glory of God. 

TI. Reconciliation for Community 
The chur ·h pr, e l no de -

cription of the domain of ,;in in 
man' pcrsonnl and corporate life 
that i mor ind ive than the a -
scrtion of the Apostl that "as by 
one man sin enter d into the 
world, and death by in . . . o 
death pa d upon all men for 
that all have inned." Our whole 
under tandin of in I rooted in 
a recognition of mankind' e ent­
ially corporate nature. The whole 
race i in bondage to the tyranny 
of in. Humanity i no cas11al a -
sembly of individual unit but an 
organic body bouncl to ether in a 
common thralldom to in and 
death. Thi Biblical understand­
ing of the ocial nature of man's �in 
does not exclude the inten ely 
per onal quality of c;in. Each indi­
vidual r capituiates in him elf the 
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foll of Adam. Each man is created 
in the image of God and yet each 
man will( ully revolt against the 
Lord hip of God, and br aks Ht 
holy law. Thi per onal and social 
a peel of the domm1on of sin in 
human life mu t not onlv be ad­
mitted in the gen •ral tn'icture of 
theolugy, but i nn e entinl pre-
uppo ition for the church m its 

evangelistic mission and in Chri -
tian ocinl action. 

In pile of the unfathomable 
depth of the J> netrntion of m in­
to the whole fnbnc and nature 
cf human life. all crcntion i still 
Go l's creation. God's purpo c of 
1 ve in creation for community 
cannot be fru trated even by the 
willful revolt of man again t God. 
Goel ha an an w r to the rebel­
lion of man, a:1d this an wcr i 
nothing le than Goel' own act. 
God reveal Hun ,If, and Ih 
word i an ah olutc judgment on 
the in of man, nncl, nt the ·amc 
time, it I the r ,demption of man. 
The divine Word become a man 
m order lo r, cu man. As the 
fir t Adam wn the r •pr utallvc 
of the whole ract• in th,. Frill, the 
econd Adam (th Word Incar­

nate) i the first fruit of the r -
conc1lintion of the broken com­
mumty. Tremendou implication 
for ocial nction nr"' to b reco -
nized in the church's under land­
ing of Chri t a both the Divine 
Word of God, nnd, a the econd 
Adam. The Divine natur, of 
Chri t · u . Cc t that the Incnr­
nation I G id's own plan for ef­
fcctin tl , r 'conciliation of the 
human communitv. The human 
nahtrt> of Chri t n;, k clear God' 
cmnplctc id •ntif1cation of Him ,)f 
with mnn, ancl i the hi lorical 
demon tration of whnt true hu-
m.in lf-r nlimtion actually i . 

God's answer to man' • in, then, 
i · no uperficial prescription. As 
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\H! h .. v1. ::,._._n, not!ling lcs.:. than 
the God-man, Jesus Christ, is the 
subject in tht• act of re-creating 
the followsh1p which man has 
broken God Himself atones for 
the sin of man to make the in­
dividual and corporate body 
whole. The superhuman power of 
sin and death are broken-abso­
lutely-by God Hunself in an ac­
tual hi torical t'\'C'III Sm and 
death anti the de\ 11 cannot en la\'e 
the second Adam. }fr, met their 
fury and 0\'crcamc them through 
Il1 ob, clwnt suffC'rings and death. 
Goel gloriou ly vmd1cated the fin­
al triumph c1\"f'r this demonic trin­
ity through the Resurrection. On-
1\' the atonement deal in a realis­
tic ancl thoroughgoing manner 
with the ponderous burden of 
guilt that lies hcm•ily on e,·ery 
man. Man ic:; a re pon ible being, 
nccountable for hi actions. And 
_incc man is re pon ihlc. he is nl­
so guilty. indidduolly nnd corpor­
ately, for in the dl•pths of his be­

ing he has blasphemed agnin t 
God and has idolized him�clf. In 
the ato1u•ment the God-man not 
onlv conq 1c-red sin and death and 
the devil h 1t covered man's guilt 
too. GocL uct of atonement sweeps 
awny the crus!1ing moraine of 
�uilt that ,,.·ould ohhtcratc man. 
The holy justice c.f Goel as well as 
Hi compassionntl' lo\'l' are active 
in the atonement. A�ain we are to 
see both the personal and social 
a�pcct of the doctrine at hand 
Guilt m•ct•ssarily prt upposes pc>r­
. onal r sponsibilit.,: Each man is 
per onally guilty. But mankind is 
an organic unity, too. Man is 
responsible not onlv for himself 
but £or Abel as weli Man is res­
ponsible for the sin of the society 
of which he is a member precise­
ly because it 1s impossible to iso­
late the mdividual man from his 
social context without dehurnan-
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izing him. Sun1larly, Christ's vic­
tory over the hoslc; of darkness is 
a ,·ictory havmg deep significance 
for society and for the indi,•idual. 
Chri. t h a s already mortally 
wouncle J the powers that hold so­
ciety in bondage, the powers that 
cnusc the whole creation to groan 
and trm·ail in lon�ing for redemp­
tion and reconciliation. T h e 
Chri tian know:. that this same 
victory 1s certain for him too. 
Christ has conquered the individ­
ual's personal mortal enemy for 
him and in his stead. 

The doctrine of the atonement 
ha clear rclc,·,mcc to the church's 
pre ent task of redemption. The 
church is not called to redeem so­
ciety. The church announces, 
rnthcr. thnt God Himself has al­
ready redeemed society in the his­
torical inc ,rnallon and atonement 
of Christ S1r'ictv and the indi­
vidual n<:• •<l not d� nair under the 
burcl<'n of guilt and suffering and 
sin. There is a way out; God 
Him elf has provided the way. 
And. as the atonement is the rev­
l'lation of  God's law and gospel 
par e:rcellcnce, the church pos­
sessPs nothmir to equal the me. s­
age of the cross as a yardstick of 
judcrment over the sin of society 
and as the way of rt'demption and 
for·,iveness for society. 

Sometime· the purpose of God's 
..,a,•mtr 1 we in the act of the atonc­
m<'nt ha been understood by the 
church m such a way that the na­
ture of God's love has been ob­
scured When the atonement is 
taken to have si�i£1cance for only 
a portion of  mankind, "the elect," 
for instance, God's unapproach­
able holi.ness and boundless love 
are radicallv distorted. The uni­
versality o( God's concern is no 
less certain in the act of the atone­
ment than it is in the act of creat­
ion God would have all men be 



saved. Chri t did not die for the 
5elect few. Chri t died and rose 
again to atone for the sins of all 
mt'n. 

When the atonement is taken to 
ha,·e significance only for those 
who arc already within the hou e­
hold of faith. the foundation for 
the church's acti\"ity in social ac­
tion and evangeli m is hopeles ·ly 
sabota�ed. God' love is directed 
n 1· only toward those ,,·ho name 
His 'ame, but He is infinitely and 

tcrnrillv concerned with every 
ind1\'idunl human being who has 
ever q peared on the face of the 
eartt When the church exprcss­
cc: 1t,1 1f m e,·angelism and social 
action it exprl's<:" mo,t clearly the 
Jo,·ing concern of its Head for all 
m:lnkind. Evangelism and social 
act ,n are but the application of 

the Cross of Chri. t to all society. 
When the church ceases to so ap­
P opriate the power of the atone­
ment, the church actually ceases 
to be the church 

Finally. it should be noted that 
the ac: ertion of the universality 
of God'c; lo\'e in the atonement 
docs nl)t connict with man's per­
sonal re ponsibility. Man can 
really cho.-e to reject the grace of 
God :ind so rl'fuse reconciliation. 
It is only in faith that the power 
of thr atonement is received by 
man, but, as the Lutheran Church 
has e, r insi tccl. faith it elf is a 
rift of God. It is in this area of 
deci!>ion where man and society ar<' confronted bv God that the church must call men to faith H.roull!h the power of the Word of God It is this witness which is expressed in the scver.il areas of th( Chi i tian or-ial mission: evan­pelism, socinl action. social r con­s • JCtion, and works of Sf'rving love. 

Ill Realization of Communitv The communitv for which God created man and then redeemed 

}um through Jes s Christ is real­
ized onh· through t , work of the 
Holy S1;mt. The rcspon e in i..-,ith 
h • which mnn apprehends the 
free grnce of God and claims it as 
the true son of God can nc,·er be 
cen as the result of man's own 

acti\'itv and or ability. Rather, 
ac; Luther affirms, it is the Holy 
Spirit which "calls, enlightens, 
an 1 "'anc ifi<'s" m, n into the true 
ric·, eptam o the Christian im­
perati\'e. 0"11 the Spirit of God 
can awaken t� e heart of man to 
his true sonship. 

As the Lord and Gi\'er of faith, 
the S::,irit i c-caselessly active in 
thl• calling, enlightenment, and 
c;anctification of the Christian. 
Unlike the Jew who can only look 
h,,ck upon his l'lection and re­
demption and fm :,ird to the Day 
of the Lord, th•• Cr l'istian hru the 
dailv con olati, 111 and trcngth of­
fcr�d by the Ho) • Spirit. Pcntc­
co t was not onh at act thnt hap­
pened once and for all; it is the 
clnily expl•ricnc of t!1e new man in 
Christ. This daily renewal by the 
Sp1nt 1s not a ren<'wal for it,_ own 
sake Rather it is a n.mcw;,I for a 
purpose, for the purpo c of love 
and fear of the Lord and love and 
!':ervice to one's fellow man When 
directed tow.ire! one's fellow men 
this nmewnl expre sc� itself, both 
indi\'idually and corporately, in 
evangelism and works of erving 
love. 

The corporate renewal of the 
Holy Spirit find its ub;.tance 
ancl xpression in the Church. 
The call of the Spirit 1s one to fel­
lowship, not only with God, but 
al o with .ill other b"lievcrs. Lu­
ther !-ays that the Spirit "calls, 
gathers, cnli •htcns the whole 
church on earth, and preserves it 
in union with Jesus Christ in the 
one true faith " The Church, as 
the Body of Christ, a-. the fcllow-
5h1p of the Redeemed, lives un-
6 
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cl e r th , ml' elem nds ns do 
the indi, idual Christian. 

\','hen n man hac; b l'll c 11lcd b ,  
the Spirit "that Chn t m, y dwell 
in (his heart h, f, 1th,"' he cric 
with Pat 1. · ·1 nm cruc1f I d , 1th 
Christ: nl',·erthdc I hvc � ct not 
I, but Chi 1 t liveth m me.'' This 
tran fer of the ownership of a 
man's hfc from elf to Chr1 t pro­
'.'ldes the key 1f> th•• Chn han's 
life. He bee >mes a Chr1.!>t to his 
neighbor. As Ion� • man docs 
not realize that h 1-. avcd by 
grncc alone, he will use his neigh­
b r , ncl c>ven God J Iim l'lf as 
mean.� to the ,.orkmg out of al­
, ahon. He cannot, therefore, b 
concerned for them purely in love, 
for thei • s, kcs nnd not his own. 

When however, Christ come 
to :!well m the heart hy faith, the 
whole ituation is altcrccl. Now 
the love of Christ which is pure 
concern for the neighbor's wel­
fare flow!" through each belie,·cr 
and each believer no longer u:-es 
his neighbor as the tool to his own 
!,ali faction, hi own self-rcali7.a­
tion, but he help him for his own 
sake. This is how the fellowship 
of the Redeemed is transformed 
into the fellowship of the Con­
cerned. Its life become one of 
lo\'e and en·icc to all men. As 
the part of mankind which has 
been called hy �he Spirit to claim 
the Redemption offered all men 
through Chri t, the Church 1s a­
li\'e to it mis ion of mercy and 
·crvicc to all mankind. The fel­
low hip of the Redeemed ex­
pre c~ it concern by acth•ity in 
the two fields of 1 . )  e,·angclLm 
and 2.) work� of er\'ing lo\'e. 

E\'angeli m, the foll-time wit­
ne of nt. \\ man in Chri t for hi 
God an I S.n iour and his work for 

tl,e wmnm of othl'r to them, i� 
the primary task both of the in­
dh·idual and of the Body of 

Chri This reali7.ati , follows 
the Divmc in1unction • S.:e ye 
first the kingdom of God, and his 
right ou ne ; and all things shall 
he n Id d unto you.'' Nothing in 
the Chr1 tum life takes preced­
ence to the witness to the love of 
God m Chn t .  Primary allegiance 
b longs to the spiritual kingdom. 

At the same time that the 
Ch1 � ti .. n affirms he is not of his 
world, he al o i alive to the fact 
that he is def mitely in thi world. 
The call of the Christian is not tu 
the elfish withdrawal which 
makes c:ervice to others impossi­
ble. ,Ju t as Chri t entered thi 
world for His er\'ice in lo\'e, o 
the Christian works to serve thi 
world in love. Together with the 
re ponsibility of evangelism, he 
accept, the charge for works of 
�er\'ing lo,·e. 

A an indh·idual, this accept­
ance in\'olves the complete con­
secration of a man's life to the di­
vine imperati\'C.'-. Thus. Luther 
strcs,es that · 'the faithful di -

charge of a man's \'OCation is a 
true divine sen·ice. This Diblical 
truth docs not leave Ct ristian 
ser\'icc to the clergy but make:, 
it a mandate for ever}' man who 
would confes Jesus Ct rist as 
Lord and Saviour. 
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::\lany areas which e)1c1t the 
Chri tian rcspon_e of servmg lo\'t? 
arc beyond the capacity of any 
one man. The e mu t be i,cn·ed 
b\' the bod,· of Christ, either as a 
";hole or by �cctions of it. The fel­
low hip of the concerned natural-
ly works in co-operation. 

The works of •n Oto love m­
clude every po: ible type of situa­
tion in which a man b in n ed. 
Thi welfare to the needy is usu­
ally called Inner or Social Mis­
sion in the Lutheran Church. 

The work, of :--.:?rving love aLo 
include the Church's task to be 

(Conttr'\\..: d on page 16) 



American Lutheranism 

What Price Glory ? 
There is always present an all 

too familiar (and repulsi\'e) air of 
unreality which borders on the 
sacrile�ious. whene\'er rubber­
g 1 o v c d theological neophyte.,; 
scientifically treat painful reali­
ties like strug"lc, sacrifice, and 
suffering in the sterilized test 
tube of a relatively harmlc-s jour­
nal. But theology n, td not be 
harmless-especially 1f Christian. 

Our contemporary inflation of 
words has made almo t trite the 
shocking truth that there are f el­
low Chri tinns in many parts of 
the world who arc dailv sacrific­
ing for their faith and. its prac­
tice, in a manner and to an extent 
unknown to humanity since the 
persecutions of the Roman Em­
pire. \Yell-hcntcd home , well­
filled stomnchs, and comfortably 
bulging wallets make our sym­
pathetic understanding of their 
pli�ht all the more difficult, if not 
unpo s1blc. 

One cannot help fearing that 
our church, in its American set­
ting of 5ecurity, resp ctability, 
and division of labor, is beginning 
to foci that perhaps �erving two 
mast<'rs is not totally inconceiv­
able, especially since the mini­
mum demands of one can appar­
cntl} be sati. ficd by an hour a 
week and a check a year. We are 
echoing the hedging of Augustine 
in trymg to placate the absolute 
demands of discipleship with a 
pathetic, "Presently, O presently, 
let me be but a little while long­
er." How long will God wait be­
fore we are forced to pay the price 
of earthly glory? 

Christ's greatest temptation was 
to substitute the crown of glory 
for the crown of thorns, the con-

quests of the Da,.1d1c King for the 
sacrifices of the Suffering Serv­
ant So, too, His church. Evan�el­
ical CJ ristianitv has been abund­
antly blessc>d i� the four centuries 
since it took upon it elf the yoke 
of the servant in protest to the 
pretentiousness of its erring Ro­
man brothers. Yet the subtle 
wiles of the Tempter intensify in 
direct proportion with the Pro­
gn,s of the Pilgrim. 

Hence, our European Evangeli­
cal brother became infatuated 
with the glories of the earthly 
Jerusalem during the past cen­
tury, and threw themselves down 
from the pinnacle of the Temple 
only to be so broken in spirit and 
in limb as to approach death itself. 
And now with th<' e ga ps and 
chokings still \·1viclly haunting 
our memorie,, we American Ev­
angelicals arc lustfully eyeing 
tho e very same temple stairs, 
timulated by the enticing lure of 

the Antichrist, who has let us be­
gin to taste of the irresistible nec­
tar of all would-be gods: the in­
toxicating wines of earthly power, 
populnrity, and rcspcctab1hly. 
Thes are beverages in which 
American Lutheran bodies-in­
cluding the mo t Pictistic-are 
now beginning to indulge. The 
aim of this paper is to plead for 
some re ponsible "Temporal Tem· 
pcrance" beginning with tomor­
row's clergy. 

What can we learn from the 
pattern of recent European Evan­
gelical theological and ecclesias­
tical trends? Taking Germany as 
the classical example, we see our 
churches passing through two 
very distinctive periods, and now 
embarking upon an uncertain 
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third. If early modern German 
mu ic can b classified around the 
peaks of Bach, Tlrahm , and B e­
thoven, late modem German the­
ology can do roughly the same 
with Bi marck, Bnrth, and Bult­
mann. 

The label "Bismarck" in this 
contf'xt ymbolize tho c expan -
1,·c venr from the middle of the 
ninc.tecnth ccnturv d o w n t o 
\\'orld Wnr I hy {,·hich time the 
savrng fmth of th • HcfontH•rs had 
de encratcd mto a "Kulturprot -
tantismu ." In nn a permeated 
with the ophm1 tic belief in the 
unending po 1b1hhc of human 
pro re nnd d1 co,·cry, the thc­
olo • of Hit chl h d r hgion m­
er e ns a product of the human 
. truggle for cx1 tencc. In hi own 
word , " Religion is the m tru­
mcnt man pos c c to fr e h1m-
"lf from the nntural l'Ond1t1on of 

life." 
The unique Chri tian me age 

b came cquntccl with humnn civi­
l zation m general : the God of 
Al,raham and I anc wa relegated 
the role of a handy prop for ethi­
t 11 a,p1ralton. The in inuation 
th1t God's function wa m"rely 
to . t . · d urety for the att:unment 
C'f h" nn purpo t•s. even though 
they might be moral, laid the 
foundation for nn rn of theologi­
cal thinkin which could end only 
in a this-world religion a • ocial 
go pcl." The Kingdom 1£ God be­
came a soc10log1cnl goal • m11ng at 
the moral unification of the hu­
man race through action prompt-
d by universal lo\'c to our neigh­

bor", rather than an e chntologi­
cal at;on. In differ nl ,,·a\' · and 
to different extents. the· great 
thinkc� Harnack, Hernnann, and 
Trocltc;ch b •came devol('(' · of this 
Liberal School, and by 1890 they 
had come to exert the mo.,t pre­
ponderant influ nc in the , ... ·hole 
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Ev ngchcal theological v·orld. 
S, 11lar11. cl Prote lanti m, much 
to ·he oft 'n .sincere deli ht of 

1 1 from Fr •derich William 
IV through Bic;rnarck, became the 
• r L pcctabilized,'' and consequ­
ently recogmzed. moral force 
sanctioning and supporting the 
Pru ian ari tocrc.,t•y. 

lf the year 1850-Hll t can be 
charnctcrazcd in terms of wc,rldly 
l'cceptance ancl expansion of in­
flu ncc the pendulum swunr, to i 

concert d purging and inner con­
centration in post-World War I 
tho 1ght \\'1th the Hl 'J publicn­
tJon of Barth' •· Romans", a new 
ra b gan and n ne\ tl c. ,logical 

giant came to the for. S o md-
in him elf with kir I pirit 
like Brunner, Go art •n. Turney­
sen nnd Schmidt, Bnrth developed 
a "Theolo y of Cri i '' which was 
ha cd upon Rcformntion do,.trine 
with in ighu from Kierkegaard, 
and Kutter. I uin a ''marginal 
corr •chvc'' to nil thcolo ·, Barth' 
chool protc ted against the self· 

complocency of theology and the 
church, conf rontinl! them with the 
Word of God : ., t!1e ·nanifc talion 
of the •· Wholh Ott er One," by 
mean of which cn·r� thin• man­
mode was quc tioncd. 

With  a cries of mighty blow , 
the Barthinn expo crl and ref ut­
cd all of the contemporary the­
ology which aimed �t sati_ fying 
humon intelligencc--1t., rchg1ou , 
moral and e, en ac thetic a: -..11mp­
hons_:_and re-directed it to un1lcr­
standing, obeying, and proclaii:n-
1ng its unique tr a!-urc. the mm_i 
tcrium \'crbi ch\'mi. Do ,nail�· 
and ethic became one m ohcd1-
cnce to the Word of God which 
peaks in a man's heart to tli clo,e 

to him hi duty for the actual. or 
exi. tential mom nt through which 
he i · living Tlu . then, ic; what 
dependence on God means, rather 



thnn dhical program or � orted 
moral precepts, or c\'en meticu­
lou effort to imitate Je,u . 

As Barth grew more orthoclox1-
cnlly Calvm1 tic m the late 1920' , 
theological di\'ergencics dc,·elop­
c<l within the School, particularly 
with Gogarten and Brunner. Al­
though other major i sues were 
n o 111\'olved, the 1 u < f ethic 
wn basic to the respcch\·e brenk�, 
and World War I I  wa� met with 
d ffcrcnt, if not confu mg S}Stems 
and dew . M ny Lutherans cs­
�c1nlly, founrl it impossible to ac­
e ot Barth's moni m of Lnw nn·l 
G spcl m which " the Law i noth­
U' � el e than the necessary form 
of the Go pcl, who e content is 
grnc .'' The shattering of E\·nn­
gelical ranks following the split of 
the Trium\'irate is mo t tragically 
reflected in the Bckenncnde 
Kirche--Lande kirche Naz1 Re-
istancc crisis. Only the o\'crpow­

ering pre ence of a common en­
emy made some . emblance of uni­
f d mm:s and action po sible. 

Barth's "Wholly Other" God 
proved to be the Confe:;sing 
Church's strongest symbol in op­
po ing the absolute demands of 
the would-be god of the • 'a7.i 
State. This continue I t mphasi 
made it diff 1cult for Bart 's fol­
lowc1 to maintain t� e nc·cc. an· 
t n ion between the "Deus al;­scond1tu anu the ·· Deus re\'ela­tus." War-torn Germany yearn­t·d f �r . Luther' ''Father" and not Calvin . l\lajcsty." The earlv po _t-war crowded churche a­waited a vital new message appli­cab_le to their P rlicular needs and their par_ticular ituation-and the ehurch, m the mam failed the It helped lo drive �,any lo th�7; kn � m guilt confe .Ju and rc­p�nt:mcc, but in awaiting Goel'. w'.11 �c,r their future hvt ,, the; cxpencnced only silence. 

At Am tcrd, m, m HMS, Barth 
insisted that the church ts not our 
ct.re: we mu t but commit it to 
tl.e Lord. The care of the world 
i · also not cntn steel to us; our cf­
£ t must be d1r ctcd toward the 
de truction of the sp1r1tual pride 
nimin11 at the 1 ,,uancc of a Chri -
tinn l\lnr hall Pinn. Christ, 
thro gh hi Cro s hn nlrendy 
, bb the D \ 11, n, nd hell of 
it power. '1cbuhr l'O mtered by 
chnrnctcrizing thi n ''rcal tzccl e -
cl-ntolo0y," which, when distorted 
h:, O\·ercmphn 1 , r"h tnc Chri -
tum of !us sen c of morn! responsi­
bility. "In so strcs mg that we 
arc men and not God, we arc in 
the danger of off cring a crown 
without a cro , a triumph with­
out a battle, a fruth which has an­
nulled rather than tran muted 
the pcrplcxillcs of life." This re­
futation, nlong with Barth's ad­
momtion for the Chri tian " to re­
main calm and mamtnin hi en e 
of humor" in the face of the thrNlt 
from the I-:a l, h. c; mnd Ba, thuin 
ethic l'Xlrcmcly su peel in many 
quartcl'. . One cannot underesti­
mate the tragic d1s.1ppointment of 
the mnny pastors who folloWL'<i 
the courageous gcneial hip of the 
Sw1 ma ter in the Nazi struggle 
nnd arc now theologically leader­
less as they face much the sarne 
enemy in a period of less than a 
decade. 

Churc 1 or mz, t1 n was crip­
pled b cau c of the deva talion of 
phy 1cal cle truction, the loss of 
mauy hundred.-; of pastors either 
by physical denth or by political 
cumpromi e, and the shamble:; of 
a Stotc-rcluted, 1f not dependent, 
system of a bygone day. Further­
more, a we have seen, theology 
had gone through alternating 
period of compromise and con­
centration, but l'arcly application. 
The man in the :::.trcct wa,; not 
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confront d bJ the unintell1giblc 
scn1. nt1c of the thcologicnl 1,·ory 
lO\\ eN. 

To correct th, , most G •nnan 
thcolog1an made the con crnt cl, 
though pc h.1p typical, dcci ion 
that they had better pend all the 
more time in the tower to 1 ft Ol•t 
the pure ·c,\ T lament "l.cryg­
m,1", r. thcr th. n to wa te any 
more time 111 the ni l-too-unknown 
and d1 tru tcd trcct of the mas -
c . Con cquc>ntl) . the pre cnt 
ra •c m Germnny IS the I h toricnl 
Scho 1 of F01 m Crit1c1 m of Ru­
dolf Bultmann w}uch aim nt the 
d -mytholog11 .. at1on of the 1ew 
Tc t, m nt, 1 e x<>gct1cally, to 
take th" N. T. nJ m • hm1tcd a 
they arc by thc.•1r hi toncal con­
text and am:1ent world-view, and 
so lo interpret them thnt modern 
mnn, ,, 1th h1 trictJy causally de­
termined world-view will be con­
front d by the decisi n of faith. 

Cntu.• m mt 111 thnt t 1 1m­
po 1blc to d1St111 ui h form from 
c-ontcnt m the Go pel . nml thnt 
o rigorou an attempt place hu­

man intellect a fmal • rbiter over 
the Scripture rnth r than having 
e,•en r •a on it If ed1£1ed through 
the power of the Hoh• Spmt. Es­
pcciall} a r fomml;tcd m the 
thought cat "goric of Heidegger, 
llultmann's 1 ch •ion ha h.-en dl'· 
crib cl n .1 theology of the cro , 

robbcrl of nil crnpmcal upport, 
111 which the }uddcnne s of Goel 
mnk quc t1onablc, if not me. n­
m •le , e,·en the Ea ter me age. 
J u ' ultim le sign1f1cance Ii m 
the f ct that he I Goel' c chnto­
lo 1c I rcprc nt. tJ, c, httl more 
can b ni I uf }um once th, 
,, 

I 
' 

c oudmg preconception " of the 
Wrtkrs hnv , b n clmunat d 

Wh re trad1t1onal Chn t i  n-
1ty would hnvc u h 111.?\'C in J u 
Chr1 t, and L1b"ral Theology 
would hcltcvc tl1at the hi tcmcal 

Jesus did such nnd such, Bult­
mann would hove u cxi tentially 
hchc,e as Jc s believed, for uh1-
mat ly Jc u ' authority i hi tan­
gible cxh1b1tion of cond1tionle 
obedience nnd on ne with the 
Will of God. He rnamtams that 
!':IIIC mfm1tc man I lmuted by 
t 1c ho mds of h1 tory, we can 
know notlung nbout Jc u after 
hi d ath on the cro.s If the hu­
man hfo of the Son of Mon can­
not elicit faith from u , then no 
th ory .ibout th1 lif c can <lo o 
either. With the a ccrtmnab1hty 
of objective foct or hi toricol in­
cident so quc tionablc m the Go -
J> I accounts, it is 1mpcrath·c that 
modern man reject both hi toncal 
and 1dcahshc app'"onche to the 
Bible, anti ub titutc a vital faith 
like t u t  of th und fmablc ken· -
m I 1. d ,Jc u for our pre • nt 
foith m the Platonic, Juda1st1c, 
and Gn he theonc� about Him. 

It I on th1 ta c that all cur­
r nt theolog1cal d0'"t'lLS 1011 take 
place. Whcthc:- J, r,u ,1onnte 
agr cment or 111 violent opp ,i­
tion, no one can c cnpe the ewe -
tion n Bultmann h., po cd it. 
Howe\·cr noble the proposed theo­
logical ta It may be, however, the 
churche remain empty, whilt• 
excgc i reign over ethic , pap r 
ov r people, c1c11cc over scn·1ce. 

Fortun, tclv, th re I al o a 
hvcly d1 n·tin minority rnO\"C­
m •nt \ hich bche, c that the a­
forementioned er of ocial cx­
r n on nd the log1cal cone •ntra­
l lon ,hould be followed by a dyn­
amic period of fl h and blood 
confrout t10n along with, rather 
th, n a totallv exclu h·c comnut­
rncnt to, further cxc ctical con­
e ntrat1on. L •adm thi win ' arc 
men like Thiclickc and Hill r 
nncl a ho t of young r clcr •� : ,en 
\\ ho l>c on to e�pcncnc · Chi 1 -
ti nity fi t in b:ittlc-lm an, l a1r-
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raid shelters rather than m the 
more shcltcrc l Hebrew classes at 
the age of fourteen. 

They repre.,ent the first theo­
logical generation which h�s come 
10 , r:ps cxp .. ricntially with the 
prophetic truths of Kierkegaard 
and Nietzsche. They are also the 
inheritors of the best of the Theo­
logy of Crisis; indeed Brunn�r. 
and especially Gogarten, are still 
leaders in their ranks. They are 
men whose souls were torn asun­
der in the dilemma of having to 
witness to Christ in the termini 
tcchnici of !,ll:rile theological for­
mulations, tragically foreign to 
the need· of the suffering and the 
hun rv. The traditional, parallel 
realms of theology and life seem­
ml hermetically sealed from one 
another. and yet ethical neutrality 
was a conscientious impossibility. 
The crying need was for a Theo­
logy of Confrontation; the Gospel 
mes age relevant to modern man 
in his modern world. 

The first challenge was to meet 
man where he was---on his level, 
in his language, on his term· A 
dynamic conception of the Gospel 
v.-a� developed. The Bible. 1s 
God's Word insofar as, in Hi. act 
of constantly confronting men 
through it, the Bil le becomes His 
Word. Its latent being lies m its 
dynamic becoming. Thus the Word 
is always the Word-that-is-pro­
claimed. The kerygma cannot be 
found m an exegetical vacuum; it 
is always an addressed-encounter, 
incomplete without its personal 
addressee. Moreover, it is always 
addressed to this particular per­
son in a particular situation: 
Christ speaks eternally only inso­
far as the sociologically specific is 
ever-repetitive. Hence the church 
must follow the example of the 
Good Shepherd rather than that 
of the Grand Inquisitor. It must 

respect tne ve1·y core of the 
flock's being, namely, its respon­
sible freedom, and continually go 
out after the indi-.·idual sheep 
wherever and whene\'er it is lost. 

The more systematic dualism of 
theology and lifo is consequently 
radically modified into a bi-polar 
ellipse, which begins with the 
needs of man-in-society and points 
bcvond to a more profound under­
st�nding of the nature of man 
through existential anthropology 
an<l, ultimately, Biblical theology, 
which in turn re-inf uses current 
I fe tl-iruugh a Christocentric 
Go p 1 "1th its correlating social 
eth c Cl ristian truth is percepti­
ble , the constantly renewed and 
li\'ing result of life and death 
struggle conducted on its borders 
or peripheries with a specific, op­
posing teaching, philo ophy, or 
wav of life. It is always truth-in­
rel;1tion-to or tn1th-in-opposition­
to some aspect of life or tho11g:1t. 
Unrelated truth hns no frame of 
reference and remain meaning­
less to the truth-seeker Christian 
truth is alwavs savin" tr 1th, and 
therefore 1m.1st he a re'lational 
truth-for-me. Hence the concept, 
"the li-.·ing Word," i� ultimately 
redundant: if it is not livmg, it is 
not the Word in the �ense of the 
snving-Word-for-me. 

In this way man is kept in the 
tension of his Biblical "hyphen­
ated existence", saving him from 
succumbin� to the current equally 
. ecular sub-t1tutes of either rug­
ved individualic;m or mass man. 
This means that mrm is always :l 
' mil-Mensch" (with-man) center 
of responsibility in community 
with God or another person 
whether he be on his knees in 
prayer, in a f runily, or a trade 
union, society, state, or church. 
Personal meaningfulness is msu�­
ed in the stark reality of the di-
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vine-hurnnn pers?nal enc�iunter or 
the sub cquent, 1f not s1multanc­
ou , I-thc1u human confrontat.1ot

n. 
Indeed, God never enters m o 
pcr_onal relationship with a mnn 
apart from other human person . 
Hi tory i thu cen a the sphere 
of persons 10 relationship, in 
which each man, l,y virtue of his 
very being, po it inescapable 
clirn upon every neighbor he 
confronts, ju t as daims ore con­
stantly being mnde upon }um. In  
the . elf-recognition of hi  basic 
crcaturelm, the hristian per­
ceive the pattern, as well as the 
limitations, of hi ultimntc self­
rcaliuition. As the "already /not 
}Ct" ne,•.: man in Chri t, he suffers 
under the conflicting demands 
and claims continunlly placed up­
on him. Yet as one who c ethics 
is grounded upon a per onal com­
mitment lo a living Lord, he 
know·s of no I galistic "conflicting 
�cl of dutie " and make r"sponsi­
ble dcci ions in love and good 
con cience. 

It i with thi un er landing of 
Tnith, Man and Life that the 
modern Gcnnan 1 being con­
fronted by the Lutheran cxisten­
t1ah . In a climate when? vir­
tually all code , in t1tut10n , and 
social tructur •s, including the or­
ganized l·hurch have b en radical­
ly hattcrnd, exi tential faith has 
httle human to lean on following 
the nineteenth century 111road of 
Iii tory, Ideah m, Higher Cr1llc­
i n, R lati\'i m, and now, Her­
meneutics. Fine, the exist ntial­
i cry, fur now faith can be faith, 
dependent upon nothing but ab-
olutc tru t m God's loving grace: 

His Word and H1 Sacraments. I t  
took the hell of  today' war-lorn 
Europe to have men come to ap­
preciate the cxi t ntial prof und1ty 
of Luther's faith of the "R� igna­
tio ad ab�urdum." The fmal le t 
of faith is the trembling "Den-

noch", (ncv rthelcss) rnther tl!a.� 
the elf-confident " De halb wc1l , 
( for that rea on ) even 1! 1t be 
wlu pcn•cl from the lair of the 
Anttchn t him If. It is for the 
.1, mg of tJ1c " whispers, nnd not 

Wl' tern C1v1hznt1on, thnt we pro­
claim Jc u Chn l, and Him au­
c1f 1ed. 

M t G •rman churche arc still 
poorly nttcndccl, but oc1cty i be­
mg inf u cd with n religious spirit 
n the c men tep out of their pul­
pit Hllo the �tr •cts. 'ot all who 
arc "re pcctable" dare take the 
step, nnd tho e who do so aim at 
wlJlnmg mall c •11 group of con­
sccrntc<l follow r . •· Where two 
or three arc gathered in My 
• ame," i tht• nonn and the aim. 
The Evangelical Acadcnuc , the 
lay ord rs, the l, y preacher , the 
pa tor-worker , the factory chap­
lains, the mother ' rehabilitation 
service , the r. ilroad m1. ions, the 
refugee camp itineran , the vol­
untary celibates, the Kirchentng 
nnd the liturgical i\11chael' fol­
low hip arc nil area of vitnl 
pwn er activity which arc win­
ning nwn-of-lifc to foith-in-lifc. I t  
is still too enrly to say yet wheth­
e1 the Gernrnn Church i being 
reborn; we cnn only trust lil 
Chri t's promi e that mor' and 
mor hall be ndded unto him who 

and tc.:.hf 1es in an hour 

\Vhat hould th1 urvev mean 
for other Lutheran -1 t1rn.1rily 
u Amcr1c,1ns, though Swt·clcn 
would probnbly prof 1t b, l,,1, ling 
;m car. Succinctly tat <l, wc face 
tJ1c choice between r pcctab1ltty 
in men's eye or rl' pcctfulnc " in 
God' eve . Our church hn been 
blc cd � in r cent dccad with 
growth, power and leadership. 
With the a ct_, we have been 
privil •g d to _crvc many of the 
Lord's needy. Yet let us not for-
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get that it has b en with our own 
with whom we have been pri­
marily concerned, be it followuig 
our Scandina\·ian and German 
cm1 rations and migrations do­
mest1cally, or supporting our suf -
fcring brothers in the faith in 
foreign aid. Thl!i was right and 
good and as 1t should have been. 

Now that we are orgamzational-
1y coming of a;c, hO\\'C\'Cr, we 
must stride forward proportion­
ately m theological and ethical 
and mis ionary leadership, so that 
organization. pcr se, doc:, not be­
come an end in itself. Lutheran 
unity is a worthy and long-over­
due goal: but 1t j., not worth any 
co:.t. An exi t nt:al witness to 
men-in-society in acts of serving 
love undeniablv has valid trans­
confessiona I i�plicntions, for too 
often it is the scandal of our own 
disunitv which is ou1 most insur­
mount�ble obstacle. 

Ultimately, Luthcran u n i t y, 
along with Lutheran theology, will 
be inclirectlv bi?st served when we 
lo c our. eivcs in winning and 
serving others. The respectable 
middle-class will hold no mono­
poly in the hereafter, nor should 
they be the sole concern of our 
ministry. God forbid that we 
,;hould need the physical disasters 
of Ewope to make us sensitive to 
the common human crisis of which 
we are all a part. Make no mis­
take about it, however, that some 
form of suffering witness will also 
b" demanded of us in our l ifetime, 
be 1t directed a�ainst the forces of 
the Kremlin, the Vatican, or some 
other center of worldly tempta­
tion And 1£ the lesson of Germany 
tells us anything, it is the need 
for a consecrated church witness­
ing to the theological truths 
which it professes. Theology and 
ethics-the Word and suffering, 
are the only weapons the Church 

ha::.. Artificial, Gothic-Co\·1.m:d 
bowling alleys with plush-furnish­
Ld facilities also pro\'1ded for 
chJncc worship will pro\·e to be 
a b icleously cl 1stortcd and incon­
gruous Body for its Di\'inc Head: 
the suffering scr\'ant of all hu­
manity. 

Few con.sc1ent10us scholar:- could 
deny that our Lutheran churches 
have been particularly susceptible 
to the traditional crit ique levelled 
against it that Lutheranism has 
been far too inwnrcl and mdividu­
alistic to help in modern society. 
Factors contributing to this de­
plorable situation include 1 )  re­
spectable l ie-up with conservative 
stntc , 2) anti-liberal Pictistic in­
wardness, 3) polemical distortion 
of the "alone" of the justification 
by faith doctrine, at the expense 
of the fruits of faith, 4) Augustana 
VII's too narrow conception of the 
church, at the cxpen-e of the 
whole idea of the Kin •dom, and 
5) Melanchthon 's ' •  Reine Lehre" 
(Pure- Doctrine) norm stiflanv the 
m1ss10nary and evangelistic spirit 
in the dccisive age of Orthodoxy. 

But this bclon{!s to the dark and 
cloudy past. ''Fal e Christians 
that boast of the Go ,pel and yet 
bring forth no good fruits are like 
the- clouds without rain, where­
with the whole element is over­
shadowed, gloomy and dark, and 
yet no rain falls to fruchf y the 
ground. Even so, many Chris­
tians affect great sanctity and 
hohness, but they have neither 
faith, nor love towards God, nor 
love towards their neighbor." For 
the respectable die-hards who de­
tect " American activism" or the 
"Social Gospel" or "Salvation by 
works" in thL,; quote, it should be 
recorded that it was spoken about 
two centuries before Protestants 
walked the ground of America, 

(Continued on page 16) 
14 

A 



.... 

r 

ls It Worth  I t ? 

Some of us ha\'c been here but 
a few short months. others for a 
little over a year, and still others 
a bit over two years. But n•gnrcl­
less of what category each indi­
\'idual here finds him elf, he must 
eventually come facL• to face with 
this question: "Is this mini try 
toward which I am stnving really 
worth it?" 

Let's fir t of all try to answer 
this question as though this were 
like any other profession-doctor. 
cn�ineer, scientist. How about 
first of all, monetary r munera­
tion? Ha\'e some of u.s come into 
the Seminary with the idea that 
the ministry offers opportunities 
to make a fair salary which coupl­
ed \\'ith a free pince to live along 
with some of the free gift we 
ometimc .. hrar about will add up 

to a prettv fair snlary. I f  so. for­
get it and go into some oth r c>n­
ce:wor becau e cold hnrd statisti­
cal fncts pro\'c that the ministry is 
far below a\·erage when it comcs 
to remuner t on Far h"ttcr to 
becomc a law�·er, or doctor, for 
the reward of their labors in terms 
of money is far. far gn•ater. 

Now-is it worth it in tl'rms of 
tr" number of hour,, worked? 
S,me of us ha\'c the idea thnt 
ince the pastor is his own hoss 

and can therefore c::ct his own 
h?urs an l day · of work, he has a 
h1 advantage over plenty of other 
profc_ sions. If that is \'Our con­
ception, forget the mi�i trv for 
the truly con--ecrated pasta� i on cal� twenty-four hours of the day. 

cumc, Hts will be done" cnn . CH 
rest m th1 ltfc. 

• 
1ow-1s 1t worth it Ill tc1 m  of 

securit) ? Some of us doubt}· ss 

ha \'e the idea that th re L'i n t rc­
mcndous carcitv of mmi tcr . 
th t there will nh�•�ws be room fur 
as mnny men as hc�ome mm1 ters 
and that th1 demand for pn-;tors 
doc n't take into account old age. 
t'1at mm1 tcrs arc always takt•n 
care of when they become too old 
to produce atisfnctorily. If th c 
arc your ide:is. lcm·e now. for you 
will he 1 udely awnkt•m'cl hortlv. 
True, thf're is a shortage of pa;. 
tors, hut the need is for consecrat­
c,t men. men who arc dc\'otcd to 
the cause of Our Lord, and the 
ma 1 that thinks that becnu. e he 
has been ordained that is his in-
urance of continual employment 

, 11 face the facts all too soon. 
Stcurity?-you will never know 
,� t •n vo11 rnn\' ha\'c to stand bv 
what is right i;, the face of opposi­
tion from your church members. 
and sudcll1nly find that your ser­
\'ices arc no longer required. And 
when you become too olcl, nobody 
is goin • to be overly sympathetfc 
to you, becnu'-c you ha\'e had the 
nme chance as the� (so they 

think. nt least) to pro\'1de for that 
day when you will be retired. 

nrl c::o it goc -wt: co ild c te 
chance for ad\'ancement, social 
prestige, mat rial pn,;s-.,c::1on.:;, and 
a ho t of others .incl nc::k "Will I 
get the same amounts of thec::e out 
of the ministry as I would in any 
other field of endeavor? And each 
time you mu t face the answer­
N01 

But if you are ready to work 
twenty-four hours a day for a rel­
ative pittance, under constant 

t'\en days of the W<'ek. fiftv-two Wl'eks of the Vt'ar. The �ount of work to be done in furtherance of God's kingdom on earth is never ending and for those who truly labor that " H' k" d IS mg om pressure, never knowing from one 
15 



day to the next when your servic­
es will no longer be required, and 
if you love the Lord Jesus Christ 
with all your heart, and soul, and 
mind, and stand ready to do His 
will in every thought, word, and 
deed, if you have felt the call of 
God to give your whole life to Him 
regardless of what may seem the 
cost in terms of the values of this 

(Continu<:d from page 7)  

the conscience for bettering so­
ciety. This task is usually called 
Christian Social Action It in­
cludes all that the Church, func­
tJorung as a whole and as separ­
ate congregations, does to call at­
tenlton to and to remedy all social 
evils which are di ruptive of per­
sonality and community. The 
Church must sit in judgment on 
all forms of community, the fam­
ily, the state. the economic order, 
the cult iral orders, wherever 
they violate God's order. It must 
also point the way to a construc­
tive olution. This is true of the 
local community where a road­
house may be a menace all the 
way up to the community of the 
nations, where �ome policy may 
be disastrous to community. Soci­
al action is the voice and hand of 
the Church in applying the law 
and the gospel to all forms of com­
munity. 

,,.•orld, then the answer to the 
question, "Is it v,:orth it?" is-yes, 
IT IS PRICELESS May God be 
prai. ed that He has cho.c;en us to 
minister to His people, and may 
we humblv b ·<-t'Cch Him that He 
gh•e us the faith and the love and 
the ability to do His will upon 
earth. 

Richard H. Porritt 

(Continued from page 14) 

about four centuries before the 
birth, to say nothing of the death 
of Walter Rauschenbusch, by a 
fairly decent Christian who for­
tunately died before the rigid en­
trance requirement were stan­
dardized by Lutheran Orthodoxy, 
c;ince some of his h<.•rc. llcal beliefs, 
ltke considering the Book of 
James and its message " an epistle 
of . traw," would obviously have 
blackbaJled him! 

Faith in our faith in Christ or 
belief in our belief in the Con­
fos�ions is a for cry from loving 
and serving our neighbors as 
Chn l lovC'd and sen·ed us Ours 
is the chall<'ngc-hut it is the 
c-hallcnge of th� hame of the 
c-ros ; for only he who shares in 
its shame can e,·er hope to share 
in i glory. 

William H Lazareth 
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