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PASTCR ANL PECPLE
By Harold Hasensuer

"How does this relate to me?" is one of the most prevslent
questions of our modern day. No matter what the circumstance
which involves us as participants, before we do participate we
want to know, "What's in it for me; of what practical value is
it?" It seems that time is becoming more and more precious to
us in tris busy world and we don't want to waste any more of it
on non-prictical matters. Reading just for the sake of kunow-
ledge and enrichment? Why, who has time for that? "When I read)
you can hear the modern citizen say, "I want something tangible,
something I csn use now in my job, in my home, in my soci:sl
contacts. This is a practical world and, therefore, I must be
practical, too." As hard &s this resignation to practicality
may be for most of us to swallow, we must contené with it. Ve
need not fall prey to the deadly wiles of pragmetism, but we
certasinly must tske cognizance of it and seek its values.

During the Thanksgiving rececs there will be an excellent
opportunity for every Mt. Airy man to give consideration to give
consideration to practicality -- as it pe:rtains to his profess-
ion. The theme of the national ALS Conference is "The 20th Cen-
tury Pastor.” This kind of conference certainly should strike
at some very practical interests. let us consider some.

How is the pastor to deal with the diversity of people in
his parish end keep it unified? I, this desy the average Christ-
isn congregation is composed of people with many different kinds
of sociel beckgrourdes. There are probatly grerter verieties cof
vocetions erné home environments represented in the parish today
thean ever before. Is this a problem to the present-day pastor?
Does it make his job of preaching and pestoral duties difficult%
These and other timely questions are to be discussed in the
study section on "Building Community in the Parish."” Certainly
this is a topic which is related to us as future pestors in the
diversified 20th century.

What is the place of the minister of the Gospel, the pastor,
in the sick room? Does he belong there at all, since we hsve
such an array of medical men, psychologists and psychistriests
in our day? People todey are sick at heart as much as they are
sick in body and mind. The spirit of mer must be uplifted, and
who but the minieter of God can be of service here? "The Fastor

Justifies His Presgence in the Sickroom" is the study section
devoted to those imposing questions. Surely, this area of the
Cospel ministry is more and more a demsnd upon the pastor ss he
counsels with his people who are at base the children of God.
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“The Pastor racesg Secularization in rducation™ 15 the cChallenge
cf the ¢hird gsciion, <1he pasior esseitially s the teachér in
his parish. TIa 1t the Juty of the Christian Church only tc Tiil
in the gcap, the lack of religious +wraintug, in publit education,
or dges 1t have a laiger reeponsibiiity in education: in and out
of the Church? Heligious educetion cananov be reserved for >urday
elone. 1t musi dbe a part of man'as whoie lifs; it must reach him
et home, in hiis work and during the wesk. How this may be dcne
must be discussed ncw,

"y.” says cwue neighbolr wuman to another, "arer t these teen-
agers the 1imiti All they seem %o think about 1s speedy cars,
mak ing money, and having a good time.” Whether this woman & ¢b=
servation 18 correct, is queationable; but we must recognize the
fact that ths parent generation does ccusider today s youth to be
"problems” in some way or enother, What has the Chuxrch to say abou!
these seeming "problems?™ Is the pastor giving consideration to
the youth of his parish in the parish prcgram? The pastor must
take a special interest in their welfare and progressa and help them
relate their spirictual 1life to their needs and everyday living.
These things can be considered in the section on "The Pastor and
the ¥outh of His Parish"™ -~ a must for us todayi

However practical this conference appears, it is not without
its theological implications, Indeed, the pastor cannot escape
the compelling Word of God which underlies his entire ministry.
The Yord of God is the standard which the pastor must proclaim
practicelly. Therefore, practical methods are very necessary,
We must seek now to find the valuea therein if our ministry later
is to be the best that we can offer.

A PRAYFR BY AQUINAS

Give me, O Lord, a stedfast heart,
which no unworthy thought can drag downwards,
an unconquered heart, which no tribulation can wear
out;
an upright heart, which no unworthy purpose may tempt
aside,
Restow upon me also, O Lord my GCcd,
understnnding to know thee,
wisdom to find thee,
and a faithfulness that may finally embrace thee;
through Jesus Christ our lord, _
St. Thomas Aquinas (1225-74) ?



= ALS CONFAB REGISTRATICN PASSES

ALL KXPICTED ESTIMATES:
STUDY GROUP_LISTED

N

Registration for the 1953
Association of Lutheran Saminar-
ians conference, set for Mt.
Airy, November 26-28, has al-
ready surpassed all anticipated
estimates. The largest group -

‘=~ 43 - of the 126 men who have

pre-enrolled are fram Mt. Airy.
With the exception of the 12
seminarians expeeted from Water-
loo Seminary, the men are giving
up their Thanksgiving vacations
in order to attend the confer-
ence. The reason for this un-
expectedly high registration
probably is t{wo-fold, according
to George Randley, conference
chaiman: the practical nature
of the conference theme, and the

~ fact that the meeting gives the

men & chance to see Mt. Airy,
Philadelphia, and points east.
Because of the large attend-
ance, a fourth study group has
been added -- "The Pastor and
the Youth of His Parish,” which
will be led by the Rev. Lawrence
M. Reese, director of youth work

for the Board of Parish Education

of the ULC.

In reecognition of the confer-
ence, the seaminary library will
" feature a display of the history

of the Luthemman Church in eastern

Pennsylvania. The book-store
will be open to sell books writ-
ten or translated by the con-
ference leaders.

Of interest to the conferees
will be a tour of Philadelphia's

religious and historic places
of interest. William laind,
fomer atudent body president,
~is chaimman of the tour.

Dr. Heinecken is adviser to

YOST VISIT SET FOR NOV. 24

Tuesday, Nov. 24, will mark
a visit to our campus by the
Rev. John C. Yost, candidate
secretary for the Board of
Foreign Missions. Mr. Yost
will address the student body,
and, according to Joe Schwartz,
president of the Heyer Cammis-
sion, he will be available for
appointments throughout the
day. Appointments will be
posted at a later date.

the conference, and Dr. Dober-
stein is consultant.

Paul William Schubert, ALS
president, will be absent, due
to his internship in the Virgin
Islands, but Chicago saminarians
will elect a president pro-tem
to preside at the business ses-
sions of the association.

Newsletter editor and chair-
man of publicity is Ernest
Pretsch, and Gil Doan is respons-
ivle for the progran details.
Taking charge of the refectory
staff and arrangements is Jack
Scherch. Paul Feil and Harold
Hasanauer are in charge of wor-
ship and speakers, respectively.
Al Petterson is housing chaimean,
and registrar is Harold Weiss,

A special Thanksgiving eer-
vice, at which Dr. Steimle will
preach, will be the first fonnsl
part of the conference, and a
"Thanksgiving Dinner®” will fea-
ture Friday evening's banyuet.

Organist for the conference
will be Victor Kroninger, while
the choir will be campoeed of
a group of Mt. Airy men. Serv-
ing as liturgists will be Don-
ald Moyer, Harold Norris, Ken
Fneminger, and George Handley,
the conference chairman.
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MOYER, STUDENT BCODY PREXY,
POINTS TO DEVELORMMENTS

Since the tirst student body
meeting, there have been a num-
ber of developments which should
be brourht to the attention of
the students,

The new Student-raculty Com-
mittee, which was in the foma-
tive stage of development at
the beginning ot the termm, has
made positive strides forward,
Composed of the Administrstive
Comnittee of the faculty and a
committee of seven students, we
met for the rirst time to con-
sider the student-urged program
of daily Vespers.

As a result, the Vespers were
instituted and will be continued
until the end of the tem, at

which time they will be temm-

W

inated or continued on the basi¥y
or student support. ‘this is

the rirst accomplishment of a
cormittee which can be very
helpful to the 1lire of the
seminary.

Under the leadership of John
Stadtlander, the studant mem-
bers of the committee meet regu-
larly to crystalize student
opinions and proposals, Then, -
with specific suggestions, they
meet with the faculty members
of the committee.

The effectiveness of this
group depends upon faithrul
student support, and construc-
tive suggestions submitted by
members of the student body.,

»

This 18 the second edition
of the new version of The Sem
inarian, On a smaller budget
than previous publications, the__
new publication gives a more
regular and more complete cov=-
erage of what Mt. Airy men are
thinking and doing.

The Student Body owes a vote
of thanks to Ken Shirk and his
starf for the creation and the
success or this new public-
ation,

*

In a few days, now, our Seam-
inary will be honored with the
presence or the annual conter-
ence of the Association of
Lutheran Seminarians. Accord-
ing to the latest reports there
will be more than 80 visitors
here ror that conterence.

To tham, we extend a hearty
welcome and want them to know

that we stand ready to serve
than during their visit to our
Ccampus.

r-'
Donald D. Moyer



YIVES CLUB HEARS SUTCLIFFE
AT NOVE.MEER MEETING

By Maricn Hinman

The ¥ives Club heard Mr
Richard Sutcliffe, assistant
sditor of The Luthersn, discuss
gome cf the prlv.leaeb and prod
lems of the wife of & pastor
at the group's meeting on Nov
12,

Mr. Sutcliff has formulated

his views on this subject through

friendships with pastors ana

their wives. Furthsrmore, hav

ing been a member of & parscn-
age family himself for twenty

years, he 1s able to draw upon
personal experience. His fa-

ther was a pastor in Maryland

and Pennsylvenia areas for 28

years,

Some of the responsibilities
that fall upon the wives of
pastors were brought to the
attention of ihe club members
Mr:. Sutcliffe emphasized the
fact that it is virtually im
possible for any married marn to
reach his highest goals without
the constant help and encourage-
ment of his wife

"Show me a truly effective
pastor,” he said, "and I will
show you a good wife at his
side . " Specific examples vivid-
ly tliustrated thls point.

informal discussion foliowed
Mr. Sutcliffe's talk with re-
freshments prepared and served
by Jean Joyce, Joan Rittberger;
Shirley Griep, and Sunny Austin.
Cards inviting all wives of sem=

lnarians hasd been sent out by
Gloria Ziegler and Babs Gebert-
At the business meeting pre-
ceding Mr. Sutcliffe’s address;
devotions were led by Lee Mess-

»JSE TREICHIER JCINC STAFF

To the married men of Mt
AlTy, we introduce Xiss Hoge
Treichler. The single men have
prcdably all met her, she‘s
glingles

M iss Treichler i1s the new
feculty secretary. A graduate
of Taylor Business School in
Philadzlphia, sne was formerly
part-time parish secretary in
her native Telford, Pa

In adiition to her secretar-
1al duties, she served as advis
er to the Teiford Parish Luther
Leuague -

We welcome Miss Traichier
to our campus. |
"There will your heart te

also."

ner, The Constitution Commit-
tee~-Dotty Norris, Gloria
Ziegler, Abbie Stadtlander, and
Lea MMessner-~had met previous-|
ly, end e rough draft of their |
constitution vias presented to
the group for revision. Final
results are now being compiled.

The Executive Committee has
decided to have several "work-
shop" sessions throughout the
year with a different speaker
each time:. Professors and
restors will be asked to add-
ress the group on such subjects
as church orgunization, Sunday
School work, and the church at
large.

Originally these sessions
were planned for wives of sen*
iors, but the committee real-

ized that ali of & he wives woul
want the opportunity to benefit
from the lectures. However,
wives of seniors are particular:
ly urged to attend.
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The Vessianic hopes of Dr
Ross Stovar‘s squad of contes
tents were severely shaken when
8 baré of angels frcm Mt Ailry
met and hested them This en-
counter -= a basketball game
and not a celestjial battle
ended witli the score 58-23;
the Angels were on top

This was the first game of
the season for the Angela, and
they emve every indicetion cof
being the most succeasful sjqued
to represent Mt. Airy in years

The victorv was an easy one
Jen "alker, Chick Schneider end
8rt HFenne took turns vicking off
rebounfs, vhile Ernie Schmidt
ILarry hand , and Don Gehert set
up pleye and piayved beautiful
floor gemes, <Ecoring leesders
were 'Yand end Kenres who had
seventeen and fourteen points to
their credit

There never was a doubt of a
victory for the Anpele, and the
second strine played the entire
second half

This year's s uad hees e lot

of spirit end is quite talented
"™hey have all the necessery
qualities for a victorioue see
son; but could stend some vo
cal support. This writer pre-
dicts that the Angele will end
up the season near the too of
the IL.eepue, and he‘ll be quite
diseppointed 1f they don't win
the chempionship.

The Luthieran Athletic League
lists the following games for

and

SYMPOSILIL COMAITTEE PLANS ¥On ¥
PAROUHIAL SCHOOL uIbuUbui.ON

Under the leadership of its
chairman. Kenneth kneminger, the
Sympcsiut ¢eamittee has been
herd et work arranging the de.
tails for this fails symposim,
The tep:i+; "Parochial Schools,
ths Answer to a Thorough Chris.
t:an Educetion?® traats a8 sub. *¥
ject that hes been much dispu-
tad. 2and suggests a very pro-
fitables evening.

Tbrea speakers have been pro.
posed The rirst, the Rev, Ihme
Janssen. Jr ia the pastor of
the Lutheren Church of the he=
deemer {(Missouri Synod) in May-
fair. His 18 e very active,
growing parish which has re-
cently established a parochial
3chool

‘'he dev. rHobert Neumeyer, tho?.
second speaker, is known to
many seminarians for Lis lect«
ure on Christien kEducaticn de-
livered here et the Semirary
lest year As pastor of Zion
Latheran thurch in ¥ilmington:
Delawera, he has shown great in*
tersst and skill in the field
of Christian Educetions

‘'The third speaker; e repre”
sentetive of tne poard of Par~
1eh esducatiion, 18 the revs Rent >
Gilbert. 1In hie poet as editor
for the board, the Rev: Gilbert
has had much experience in tke
educational work of the parish®

Although no date hes heen de
termined as yet. the symposium
will probably be held in the
not. too-~distant future.

Movenber, with sll games set
for Trinity Church:
Nov. 11 Advocate
20 Hope
~~Ray MWolfert

DO YOU *ANT MONEY?
fee A8 T B 2
SFE

go{

RAY
BEST



LCOnOnATION; SEAKeoPBARK, STOP

AT OBERAMMERGAU HIGHLIGHT

rEli,'s YULE tHROUGH RIROPS
By JYack Beilingham

t;ycie %hrough murope in sum
mer alona? You're crazy: It
can‘t te done Mayba you think
so now. but I 11 tet you a naw
bla::k shirt you:l)l cChangs your
mind after talking with ssanlor
Paul reil WLy? DBetauss hs
did it last summer

In three months, Paul went
through England, Scotland
France, switzeriand, Italy
Austria, Germany,K and Holland
All this on one little kngliah
bike, no less,

It would be difficult to go
through the whole trip that Psul
took . but same of the highlights
will egive you aa idea of what he
experienced.

Fortunately, they Jjust happen-
ed to be having one of those
doronations over there while Paul
was cy~ling through London: Since
the trarfic was so heavy, he de~
cided to stake out a claim for,
a8 they might have said, select
a spot). on the sidewalk with
the rest of the chaps. After a
day and a nicht, all of the
spliendor of the Coronation roll-
ad past his sleeping bag:

Another outstanding part of
his trip through kngland was a
two-duy stay at Stratford~on
Avon where he saw "The ‘laming of
the Shrew"” and "The Merchant of
venice"” at the Shakespeare Mam-
orial Theatre.

A stopover at vambridge dur-

ing May week, which 18 a two-~
week period of social end ath-
letic activities after exams; a
trip through kdindburgh, scotland,

and e rain-drenched trip turougt
the lake district wers other
bighspots on tha "Isles.”

Crossing the Channel, he
arrived in paris in time for
paatille Day, which bhe watched
fram a spot near the Arch de
TriumpLe. Here,K he fortunstely
missed out con Communist-stagsd
riots

The thres most i1ateresting
things about France were the
sidewalk cafes where you could
sit down ary time and watch the
world roll by. the book
stalls along the Seine, end the
“pissons" with their intricate
perforated designs.

Other outstanding sights in
rrance were Chartres Cathedral
at versaiiles, which, according
to Paul, is the outstanding ex-
ample of Gothic architecture,
and Mont-oaint-Michel. ‘lhen on
for a trip to Alsace-lorresine
and a stopover at the hame of
Albert Schweitzer. ‘(his, inci-
dentally, can be veriried by the
Seminary’s address and Paul‘s
S8ignature in ths guest book.

A two.-and-a-half-day stay at
the village of Oberarmergau was
probably "the highlight of the
entire trip" where he went
through Psssion Hall end spent
most of his time wanderiug
through the woodcarving shops.

Without any effort (that's
the way he 8aid it) Paul was
able to put 1700 miles of tra-
vel between his tires and Eur-
opean ground, and on his first
day ot cycling he made 60
miles. Don't let this scare
you though. Paul admits he
cheated a 1little and took a
t™in from one generel local-
ity to another, and then cycled




to the points of inverest from
there.

Paul feels that cycling 1s
the best, 1f not the only, way
to see Eurape Although he
stayed in Youth Hosvels most ¢l
the time, Paul slapt in every
thing from the English Speaking
I'1ion in Perkeley Square to a
chicken coop i1n Frence. without
1osing his shirt once Ye
didn‘t carry much more clothing
than this elong with him

In boiling the three months
down to the barest egsentials,
Paul feels that the greatest
things in the trip were the
youth hostels, the people he met
end the situations that he saw
in out-of-the-way places.

This trip "alons” didn‘t
lagst, in fact, it was impossible
to stay alone very long. There
were so many people -~ young,
old, mele, fensle -~ who were
ell taking the same kind of
trip, thet a fellow was bound te
meet up with someone and travel
with them for & day or two, or
even a week

There were British, American,
Cenadian, Australian, New Zea
land, Swedish, French, Cerman,
South Africar cyclers who were
more than compatible end who
made excellent traveiing com
panions.

So, don‘t hesitate -~ shine
up thnt bike, strengthen t hose
leg muscles, gat out those shorts
and that beret, and go, man, go:

A PIT OF SOD ADVICE FROM
OUR PREDPCESS0RS

The student publicetion of
the Lutherin Theological Seminsry
in 18825 wes cnlled the "Indicator.”

FATMTTTA T S THITT AT A yee
MU L uE.-L 4 Brn;q,\_.E:

SIFTED FOR APRIL 30

Friday, Ap»i1 30, has been
set. as the date for the annual
Senior PanqQuet, when_  8&s 1in forg
er years, the seniors and tteir
guests will be feted by the
underciessmen.

o speaker has been announce?
as yet but the program comnit.m;
tee 1s already mepping out an
evening's entertainment to mstch
last yearis good time.

Serving on the cammittee are,
Alex Rlack, chairmsn; Al Gibson,
Paul Rosh, RBob loucks, Elwood
Semmel . Charles Kampmeyer, Bob
Grochau . Jerry Miller, end Harol
Hasenauer,

In the Mayo.1885 issue, they pub:
lished some advice on pastoral
end pulpit habits. Here is a
gnettering from that articles

1. Don‘t rush into the church.
Approech holy things in a rever*
ent way

2. Don't be a reader nor & rant-
er in preaching. If you use &
menuscript preach with the
animation eand freedom as though
you had none, and if you have
no manuscript, with the care
and correctness es8 though you
had .

3, Don't preach without being
prepared, and don't pretend 0
be unprepared when you ere.

4. Don't deliver eulogies nOT
condemnatory speeches at fu~
nerals. Speek about the dead
person as little as possible:

5. Don't be the clown in eocial
gatherings.

6. Don't put into the general ‘
prayer anything that ought to
have gone into the sermone.
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1Hs CLERGY.AN DEALING WITH THE CICK

The Hev, mm. J. Miller, Jro Do D

Dr. Miller, pastor emeritus of labernacle
Lutheran Church in Philadelphia, has served that
parish for 38 years. A graduate of Gettysburg
College, he spent five years organizing cempus
youth groups for the YM.C.A. Upon his graduation
from Gettysburg Seminary in 1908, he accepted a
call to ‘l'abernacle Lutheran Church. During his
many years as pastor before his resignation in
1946, the congregation grew from 60 to a cammun-
ing membership of over 700.

The call of the sick is the call of Christ to the fsithful
minister. For over forty-five years it has been my privilege to
hear and to try to enswer that call. It should sound loud and
clear in the ear of every clergyman. Christ heard it. It was
one of the greatest challenges of His ministry. We are to follow
in the foot-steps of the Master. He gave himself unselfishly to
meet the physical needs of men. 1t mattered not how busy He was.
A large block of His time was devoted to this service. Some of
His finest contacts with men were gained through this ministry.
Men were drewn to Him. The doors of their hearts were opened to
Him. Helped not only when men of their own accord came to Him,
but He sought them out. He was interested in all phases of life,
physical and spiritual. He Himself radiated 1ife and gave it
freely to others.

SO WITH 0S, HIS MINISTERS, the challenge comes to us. It
presents to us one of our finest opportunities. Our faithful-
ness in this sphere of service cammends us to God eand endears
us to our people. It increases the usefulness of our lives. As
with Jesus, we must not wait for pesople to come to s, but we
must go to them. Some people are most unreasonsble, expecting
their minister to know instinctively when they are ill. In such
cases, if he does not see them he is not to blsme. People should

notify their pastor even as they cell their doctor. Same people
take for granted that their relatives or friends will let him
know of their illness but this often does not happen. These
things being eo, it 18 necessary for us ministers to be constantly

on the alert to discover those who are ill. We should always let
it be known that we desire to be notified of the illness of any
of our people and that we are only t00 anxious to minister to them



10

This may be done from the pulpit or through printed statements,
If church members are absent from the services of the church,
make inquiry regarding them In this way, we may discover cases
of illness we would not otherwise know about. At least people
will know that they have been missed. Numbers of people seem
to love to ssy that they heve been absent fram church for quite
a while or even that they had been at the point of death and no
one, not even the minister, cared enough to call on thamn.

As soon as possible after receiving notification of an
illness follow up with a pastoral visit, or even before that
make a telephone call. Again, do not wait until a patient is
critically ill vefore visiting. A good rule to follow is to
visit before a patient is seriously ill. It will then be a
patural thing for the patient to expect you when more serious
conditions develop. You will have formed the ground work for
future visits and will not be a "crepe hanger.” People then
will not think they are going to die just because the minister
called.... Just drop in casually, telling ther you heard they
were not well and you wanted to see how they were. The fre-
quency of the visits may be determined by the nature of the case.
Once a week may be all that is necessary. Sometimes a daily
visit may be advisable. The telephone may supplement your
visits and manifest your interest.

THE QUESTTON MAY ARISE, "SHALL I VISIT CONTAGICUS CASES?" r
I'1]1 never forget how this question faced me in my very early
ministry. I was called to a home where, unknown to me, a child.
was afflicted with diptheria. The child died. When I went I
saw the diphtheria quarantine sign on the door. My first thought
wag, "Shall I go in?" Then my better self said, "This is your
business.” I went in and trusted God. On caming out of the
house, I walked for same time in the open sir, inhaling the oxy-
gen. Since then, I have had 1little or no fear about such visit-
ations, going wherever the call of God makes itself heard, Of
course, I have taken proper precautions about making other calls
immediately afterwards, especially where there were children. Of
course, the Municipal Hospital for Contagious Diseases wes one
of my calling places. It is wise to wear the robe that is furnish-
ed you, not to stand too close to the patient’s bed, to antisepti-
cally wash your hands on leaving. I have gone wherever I felt it
uy duty to go and trusted God. I have had no bad results. What
would you think of a doctor who would refuse to attend & petient
:ig‘:ee he had a contagious disease? Then why should a minister

NOW ABOUT THE HOUR OF THE DAY IN WHICH TO MAKE CALLS. Do
not make the habit of morning calls. In the hospitals, the nurses
are generelly very busy in the morning hours caring for the
patients. They should be considered and not hempered. We
should seek to help tham in their work., So in the homes, the
:g;"tﬁg Eg:::: :;‘3 :ge time when house-wives are busy caring

e patients. They should not be interrupted.

i

L
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we shoi:ld not just seek our own conveuajence
‘ ) K cthers as wsll, Cf ctourse, there will be times
who®n for apecia’ reasSons, morning c¢alls will De neceesa:ry.

1M THE SICK ROQM AIWAYS RALIATE CHEER. Never ywvi.
ith® patiea® anything which will l2ave hnim an & doleful mood,
LBTYY a an..d always w.ta you, 1f when ycu ani2xr the sickroow
the patisnt looks better say so at once. A pat.sat generally
lighstns up wh2n you enter the rcar. Ia all tnithfuiness yeu
can gives them & chserful word abcut his appearatce, Iv helps
it '3 not alwayk necessary to sait dcwsa Stand by the patientis

#d s8.d® and juat give a few words of encouragameni, a hejpful
S.ripturs verse and a word of uplifting prayer, Include the
dottore and nurses ic your prayera Never stay long. Your
ved side manner means a lot, just as with a doctor. Therehre
.imes 3f couree when a patient needs an advisor or sameone to
whom he may unburden his soul. In such cases a longer visit
will be necessary. This 18 very true as one approachas the ead
of life. Ccurage and strength must be given to the pstient and
to the fam:iiy

EVEN IN CONVALESCENCE be rcareful not to remain tco 1long.
Have yuu been 311 yourself? Then you know fram experience hcw
well meaning psople have stayed and stayed, thinking they were
doing you a favor and helping you. All the time you were getting
weaker and weaker and quits worn down. I know from my Own exper-
ience. The patient may tell you not to leave and say he 1s not
tired, but after you have left he is apt to have a let down.

NEVER FORGET THAT YOUk MISSION IS TO BRING HOPE, encourage-
ment and the strengtheuing of faith. I have found 1t helpful
to deal with people on the basis of getting well, preparing them
for laving. This will, if need be, prepare them for death. It
will not be scaring them into a supposed death~ted repentance.
Of course there will be times when we must deal frankly with the
future life. Always bring forth the forgiving love of Christ
in life and death,

NOW TAKE THE OPERATIVE CASES. I have found it well to visit a
ratient if possidle shortly before his operution, or a least the
day before. You can give strenght to meet the ordeal and
help to remove all fear. Same people, however, do not want a
minister or in fact anyone, relative or friend, present at the
time of operation, We must respect their feeling or we may do
more harm than good, With the conszent of the surgecn 1 have
been present at many operations upon the desire of the patient,
Very often I have taken time to remain with the family during
the period of the operation. One can do much to build up the
morale and strengthen their faith. This takes time in the busy
pastor’s life dbut, oh, how it helpsi It also helps the patient
to know hia loved ones are being cared for. Later in the day of
the operation it is well to call at the hospital and make in=~
quiry regarding the condition of the patient. It may also be
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vwise to have just & woré of thanksgiving to God with the patiert
for watchine over him.

IN VATERNITY CAS®< the pastor is frequently called on the
rhone soon after the child hes teen delivered. T have found it
Felpful to csll at the hospital if possihle that day or the next
to coneretulate the mother, and have & little prayer committirg
ter, the bety, end ves, the father to the “aster's csre, thank-
ing Him for the ~ift from herven.

AIWAYS RE™RFR you sre Christ's representative and you are
to help develor a livine, loving faith in Him in the patients to
whom you minister, Tt means you must #ive yourself without
stint. It often will be sacrificiel service. Christ geve Him-
gelf, Ve was the ~RE/T PHVSICIAM, Tt took much out of Him. e
reed thet virtue went forth from Him So as faithful stewards
of "is miristry it will teke much out of us. Lo not hesitate
to rive yourself. Do not delegete to someone else the work you
should personslly do. An essictant cannot teke vour place where
von ourskt to he, Ve may auement your vork tut should not take
veur vlece, VYour faithfulness will shovw your interest in your
people. %You ere not just a prescher but s servant cf men for
Jesus' seke, As such the rich and tre poor should alike find
“im ir vou, Fach person is a child of Cod for whom te wants you
to care. Vour worlk asmong the sick and afflicted may be the means
of leading meany to Ckrist and reveslinpg the loving heart of Cod, =
Re courteous, be kird, respect the sensitivity of your petient.

T once e#sked a doctor if he felt we ministers helped them in
treir work. His enswer wass: "You certeinly do."

PRAYERS FRM THE SATNTS AL FATVERS

O Thou, from whom to be turned is to fall,
to wiom to be turned is to rise,
end in whom to stand is to shide for ever:
Grent us in e2ll our duties thy help,
in all our perplexities thy puidence,
in 211 our dangers thy protection,
end in all our sorrows thy peace;
throueh Tesue Christ our loréd.
St. Aupustine (353-430)

0 God, whose greatness knoweth no term, whose wisdom
no bounds, whose peace excelleth £1]1 understanding; thou
that dost love ané help us without measure: Help us to
love ttee; 1if not according to thire own immeasursbhle
bounty, yet sccording to our fullest poviers, which do
thou multiply and deepen, so we may love thee more and
more; through JTesus Chrigt our Lord, :
St. Rernard of Cleirveux (1091-1153)



