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THI KINGDCM 0.1 001.> 

.. In no st range Land" 

0 world invisible, we view thee, 
O world intangible i we touch thee, 
0 world unknowable, we know thee, 
Inapprehensible, we clutch theel 

Voes the fish soar to rind the ocean, 
The eagle plunge to find the air-­
That we ask of th& stars 1n motion 
It they have ru:nour ot thee there? 

Not where the wheeling systems darken, 
And our benumbed conceiving soarsl-­
The drift ot pinions, would we harken, 
Beats ut our own clay-shuttered doors. 

The angels keep their ancient plac�s;-­
Turn but a stone and start a wing' 
'Tis ye, 'tis your estranged races, 
That miss the many-splendoured thing. 

But (l'"len so sad thou canst not sadder} 
Cry;--and upon thy sore loss 
Shall shine the trattic or Jacob's ladder 
Pitched betwixt Heaven and Charing Cross. 

Yea, in the night, my Soul, my daughter, 
Cry,--clinging Heaven by the bans; 
And lo, Christ walking on the water 
Not of Gennesareth, but 'l'hames! 

Francis Thompson ( 1859-190'7) 



2 

'mE AOVlllT H.1'.;A s LICHT P'OR O H DARKNJ!SS 

By George Lee um 

Oue day during the 'llla nksgiving ve.cat on lest yE>e.r my �s­
tor tel�phoned to invite me to acc pany him on a tramp n �1e 
u ods. 1 t 188 to be a short trip tor the purpose of gat hering 

vergreen for the Aclven Wreath, that strsngely Luthi,ren adorn­
ment fot tte pre-Cbristrn s season. 

It is very unfortuna e thAt this �ecoration, this symbolic 
wreath, with its !o r ca.�dles e.nd its almcst devotional tunc­
, ... on, does not receive gree.t�r accepte.nc in the Amer1 an 

Chur:'Ch. For this WTeeth p Sdnts us wt th on e c\:.re tor an 11 
that oesets the, Chu�h 1ur1ng the per od from The.nksg1 ing to 
Decmber 2o. 

1111111 

In a see.son • en me.rene.tha is the ..ord end preperat1on is 
the themes not anticipation, then the Chr s as C arols and deco­
retions so dear to the hearts ot the pre-C 1ristme.s celebrators 
hAve no plece. For in the Advent season the Christian hi! rt 
must dew te 1tselt to contemplation and introspection in prepa- •, 
re tion to receive the Holy Child of Bethlehem o 

E7e"'l s o  the i;;irple vestments upon our alta1s find l.he hang-
ngs on our pulpits, the Advent hymns: O cane, Ocano, blanuel: 

"eke, awake, tor nigbt 1s f lying; end Paul Gerhardt's O how 
shal I recl'!live '!bee, How greet l'bee, Lord, aright?, and the 
Gospels concerning s. John the Baptist • the f orerunner of our 
Lord. these e..,_ ... point s to reflection upon our preparedn ess. 

Let us see bow a wreath or evergreen e.nd tour candles may 
raise the pell ot liturgical confusion that so often makes holy 
places resemble department stores during the forepe rt or Decem­
ber 

The Advent reath finds its Christian origin in Scand ina­
vian And Gennen1c countries where it is e.n adaptation or a very 
encient pagan practice. 

"In the dark days or winter, llhen the sun seaned farthest 
rsnoved from the earth, the sun-worshippers prayed to the hid­
den god to tum be.ck the wheels ot the sun wagon and return 
once moreo They took a wheel tran their own war,on and, decorat­
in� it With lights e.nd greens, hung it up in their homes TbiS 
custom 'WB.s carried over into the Christian era and incorporated 
into Christian symbolisn o 'lbe Advent wr th tells in a dremet-
ic way or the dark end we.it1ng world, and of the first dawning 
light which grows brighter t'\nd brighter as the days and weeks 
pess until 1 t merges et lest into tbe brilliance ot the crib 

,.. 
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and tree.""' 
1his beautiful symbolisn. 0 this contrast of darkness and 

light. is carried over today 1n our Church as we interpret the 
ancient liturgy ot the Church on each Sunday in Advent. The 
acolyte �1th his taper takes a flame trom the Gospel light and 
lights om or the candles 1n the wreath as the pastor reads a 
prophecy concerning our Lord's Nativity. One candle tor each 
Sunday until the end or the four weeks when the wreath glows with 
the light that has led us, heart and soul, to the joy ot Christ 
:nes. 

The reath itself may be constructed quite simply. In our 
Church at bane it is me.de or evergreen branches wired to a wood­
en frame the wheel or pagan times -- and laid upon a stand 
about three and one bo.lt feet obove the floor. But often the 
wreath is hung from the ceiling or suspended rrcm e stand with 
the center post extending up through the center or the wreath� 

If the wreath hangs tran the ceiling or from a stand, it 
may be suspended by purple ribbons. or. it it be large end elab­
orate it is well to make use or chains tor support. 

The wreath of evergreen is set with red or white candles. 
Four candles, one tor each of the weeks in Advent, or one tor 
each day or the season. in which case white 1s used tor weekdays 
and red tor Sundays. 

As a general thing. when the wreath is used in our church­
es, four candles are used. The method or lighting� candle tor 
each day lends itself well to use in the bane or in institu­
tions. The Advent Wreath in the Philadelphia �otherbouse hes a 
candle for each day or the Advent season. 

rr the wreath is used in the home a delightful adaptation 
may be made by hanging a s:noll paper star from the wreath for 
each day with the prophecy for the day written on it. Tbe 
lighting of the candle becanes ell the more a renily activity 
if the prophecy is read each day of the Advent season. 

Whether the wreath hangs in the midst or the most inti­
mate family circle or whether it hangs besides the lectern of 
the largest church in the land, its purpose remains the seme. 
On the �irst SUnday 1n Advent the first candle is lighted and 
its prophecy is read. Each day or each sunday thereafter an­
other candle and enother prophecy - until on the �Ye of the 
Nativity the lights all burn brightly, the darkness is dis­
pelled, and Christ's Church stands readied• prepared tor the 
joy or the Christmas tide. 

'lbon and only then should the preparations made in secret; 
the plays and pageants painstakingly rehearsed by the children , 
old and young; the new hymns and carols learned et great cost; 

• Sr. Grace .Frances. • AdTent and Christmas �ustOllla.• UNA 
SANCTJ.. S. Andrew••• 1952. 



the �lrts t 
aecoration, the tree and the holly. and most or ell 

the crec e n its reverent dignity, then end on y then should 
thes� -brougn forward to decorate o r ho:n"' r: Churche in 
exprc�s1on or ou:r joy ... n Cl.ritt i'or it s first in the con­
temp ative reed ng end rer-ed inp. or the prophsl.:lcs that 1e pre 
pare our hearts tc re�e1ve H�n ar�g.,�g 

And regardlllg tne propheci. s th 'lselvo · 't e:::e sho•Jld be 
lit't e dbilculty 1n choosln a ser eso Tht, alternate ection 
er e.s in the General t<ubrics or the <;orumon Se r;-1 ce_ .Book provide 
Old '!estament lect1ons ror :...:!vent th"t me.y e adapted ror use 
in connec 10L with the wreath. 

Professor George !:>el tzer or the Phlledel phi a Se:ninery has 
U/7f��ted lsniah 11:1-10, ,hcah :, 2 -..f Jeremiah ;j3:10-16, and 

Isaiah 9 6-7 to b e  used on the !'our Sundays 1n the abcve order. 
Anoth�H se"ies read 1n cnP, Church, with some succes-s, uses 
�ech�rieh 9:9-10 -- tle TnU!llphal i'.'ntry - on the¥ rst Sunaay, 
and Ise1ah 40 1-5,9 $ 109 Isaiah 7:14 or M1ceb o: 2 9 eno Iselah 
60:l 6 on t�e succeed1n Sundeyso 

The cho1ce or prophecies le not the greatest problec 'l'be 
mAjo. probleo Hos 10 the rect t hat the Advent '/reath is not 
knov� to :nany or our �hurches and 1s seldCJll used in our hoMes. 

There 1s hope to be drawn I rom the rect t lr t the re 1 s an 
1�crcased interest in be wreath es a pert or our Adve�t pre­
paration. Our publ1cet on houses e na Church .:Urnishing houses 
have stocks 01' imitation wreaths that mey be purchased ond 
usec 10 our ho:nes and ever. ir 1 �c•d be in our Cr.urches. Though 
the 1-,1 tat1on wreath lacks

i 
not 0!'lly warmth ond originel1 t;-

but Also what we mir�t cell dovmr1gnt consecrated e11ort, still 
1 t mey point our people to a more proper observance or the pre­
Christmas period. 

l ls tnis s1.rcp1e act or r everently reading the Advent 
scriptures ano 11gh"t1ng tne Advert candles, as tne season pro­
g.u.:,;:,es in home ana t;hurch, thot · itnesses to our heartfelt 
prepor�t1on ror the co�1np or our �hrlst into our hear"ts. 

This renew d intPrtst 1n the Advent . reath, even as it has 
prompted the writing or this article 9 gi •�s us hope that the 
day mAy come When the snopkeeper ana hou� ew11 e may race his or 
her Gtinsmns r.-,e in reel joy 11nd. expoctnt1on rAther than the 
enre�e weariness or body and soul so preve.lc,nt todey, 

Ttiis wr ath o1 everereen w1 tr its twinkling candles will 
aid us to this end ror 1 t propressl v? �· I0ints us to the Birth 
of Hi� �ho iR the LiFht of t�e world. 



By r c nt ra�ulty action, 
Ja11uary 4 P.nd 5 ha-Ye been set 
aside e.s a ret,ding and review 
pe r!.od. The exn:n .. :l8 tion sched­
ule bas been postponed two days 
and no classes will be sched 
uled in order to g1. ve ea ch stu 
dent a n  opportunity to finish 
up his semester's work i n  a 
manner most satisfactory to 
h1m89lf'. 

This action concluded a c on­
cern ,m icb" arising in the stu 
dent body, bad be b rought to 
the attention or the Student 
Faculty Camn1 ttee. The tiem1 
nary c alendar originally called 
tor t he scheduling or first se 
meeter examinations immediately 
upon return rrom th e  Christme.s 
reeess. It was felt that such 
a testing schedule woulj deny 
the integrity or th e  Christmas 
recess as a period or :rest and 
family reunion. Accordingly, 
the Stud�u t· Fa Jl ty Canmi ttef't 
suggested to the Acl::ninistrative 
Canmi ttee or th e racul ty that 
the two deys following th e  
Christmas recess be set aside 
tor the purposes or r ding and 
review. This suggestion was 
concurred in b y  th e Adminis­
trative Canmittee and presented 
to the J.i'acul ty tor its approval. 

The problflD. which 1h e �emi 
nary administration taces in 
scheduling first semester exam 
!nations is dirficult. By act 
ion or thf' Boa.rd or Trustees 
t school y r must be for a 
dura t1on 01' 32 week so '.l'bese 32 
" �ks mu�t 1.hen he e,uculuted 
back from the dates o'L the 

ueetings or th� 1-Hnisterium of 
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Fec:.s:, l on1a en� .. be New J er 
sey Sytod 1 l.!ay to the lubor 
Ua.y eek, al:"Nillg tor appro 
prie.t� reces� :;. The mid 
roint usually tells le th� 
t., rd ek or January At the 
time that poin, 1s reecbed the 
on.: ct the first semester must 

be tem.nated, and the second 
ssnester calllllence n11s de 
tem.ines the first semester 
ex:::.mination.s be set for early 
January. 

In suggesting th&t a r ding 
period be established, the Stu 
dent l'aculty CQ!lmittee expec ed 
that the students will return 
to campus on Ja.nuery 4. The a • 
vailab111 ty or library tac1li­
ties nnd a nUir._ber of other ad 
V£.Dtc.ges make the carrying out 
or this period on c.empus par 
tieularly advisacle. The read 
ing period ..,6 a cons1.�eration 
which bas been granted t.o grad 
uate students and should be 
recognized es web. 

An expression that the op­
portuni ty to engage in seminar 
research should be extended to 
a greater nu:nber of students 
has also bee� brought to the 
attention or the Student-l'ac 
ul ty Camni ttee. After lengthy 
consider& tion a report ,ies 
made and submitted to the ad-

Itln1stratiTe Camnittee. Es 
en tia lly, th is report proposed 
an increase in the number or 
seminars ottered ch semester 
e.nd suggested a new method ot 
detemining Sf"IJ11nar eligibil­
ity, which would have the et­
tect ot opening the seminars 
to a greate::- number or students 
while still insisting that a 
certain level or acbieTement be 
mai�tained before the opportUD· 
(Qontinue4 on page 12) 
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Y. netb S irk s �ditor ohn 

ell!.ngh � Jen:es 1Iarr1sonr 
John Scherch. Alex Black Ra} 
est $ on Brav1n • !"red Awce.n, 

Pa l tloc:ch. 'erion IHnme 

Published seven t me the 
school y•ar y the Stuoent 
Body ct tn 'Jth ran 'lheoloe 
!eel S "linery, Th oard or 
�tu ent ?u l.ce ons end Pub 

ici y. Subscr p ton pric 
t.en y-r1v• cents p r  1ssue,01 
on� ollar end tventy rive 
c�n s ror the school ye�r. A� 
d-•�s su ficriptions to nm 
S"f1�I'ARIA�� 7�01 Ge�antown 
v Ph11Adelph1e 19, enne. 

TO TH :J� As10U'; r AS YOU 
GO and Ca.IB 

'!'he ce.:npus "inter-coc" has 
probe ly lonp. since spread tbe 

ord that s 1n response to a re-
st fra.n the students which 

was fir�t considered by the 
Faculty-Student Body CO'Jl:lll.ttees 
the Faculty hes arreneed ror e 
t o-dey "reedin� and review" 
period following the Christ!!les 
recess end pr ceding the se:nes 
te exem1nat1ons. January 4 h 
end 5th · 11 therefore, see 
the Se�1nary in session but no 
exe:n nations ec �duled. Just 
wet edva�tere will be taken 01 

the op ortun ty remai1s to be 
se nt 

1th that lest sentence I 
find yself conrronting again 

d happens no end then the 
...,,. 

� os�ion or our us o the 
liberty \!th ch is pert ot the 
Se:ninary principle and prac 
t.ce 1:0, .t is phly desir-
bla th. zelive1n on ca­

demic soc1�l and devotio nal 
lo, sh p or es few l� is e ed 

�quire�ents end re ulP ions as 
poss ble anc:. that the compul- ., 

ODS la d upon us shell ordi­
narily be troc thin rather 
than from ui th out. This as 
sumes s howe er� thet the inner 
compulsions ere ally there& 
But ir th y are theres one 
that likes to h de a bit. 

I fer to a sense or loy­
alty to th S inery pro ram 
just because t 1s the Seminary 
pro ram. Such a sense or loy­
el ty ought to disc1pl1ne our 
io�rty nd ins r that no 

worthy effo1t or offerin on , 
thfl! part of the Se:nin ry should 
be e lowed to fall · ort, 
wh�ther it be e speciel service 
or lecture,or progrnm of e gen• 
erol cha ecter. Here ach one 
bas a p rt. to pb.y. And ! t mey 
be r marked in p ssing, tbat 1!1 
art r -., ers as pastors, you 
·1.1. co, e to value very hi�hlY 
just � .. cse very souls who th 
free e.�nts, manifest th t kine 
or loyalt, to yo�r conereee­
tional propr ·.a becaure t l! 
your con rep,ationel proerru:i. 

A blessed Christmas to you 
oll and to your loved ones r too\ 
Tre�el snrely, eat seusiblYt 

orship foi thf11l ly, end cocr.e 
b!!Ck rel reshed end renev.ed in 
body end soul. Tep whose 11 ves 
are kn1 t ui h yours by our 
fel lowsh1n in the Christ of 
Pethl hem: will e el!ge1 to se 
you e e1n. 
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:>!MINARI.AN CONF'.lRENCE HAILF.D 
AS "GRFA TEST" IN Al.L RESPECTS 

Both from attendance and re­
action to the speakers and the 
theme, the re c ent Association 
or Lutheran S inar1an s conter 
ence, held at t.A i ry  over the 
Tbank sgiT1ng va cation, ht.s teen 
judged as, p erhaps, the best 
conference the group bus ever 
held. 

Tb ere we re 97 men in a tten­
de.nce at all the sessions , and 
there were 13 " spec ie.ls" who 
attended only san e  or the p ro ­
grams ottered. Th i s  was the 
largest atten dan ce ever recor­
ded �t an ALS conference,  since 
tor the first time, the meeting 
was held over a vacation , and 
the entire body of students e.t 
the host sm: inery -�.as not, in 
theory , included. 

i'rom the very fi rst address, 
Dr. Te.ppert ' s ,  'Ill ich introduced 
the co:iterence thme, "Tbe �0th 
Century Pastor , "  to the closinc 
meditation by Dr Doberstein, 
interest in, �nd apprec iation 
tor, the thsne :ren b igb. 

Tbe tour study sections met 
for three d is c ussions, and re­
sults tnd concl usions were pre­
sented in m im eographed reports 
and s.unmarized by Dr. H e inecken 
et the closing e.s mbly . 

or 17 memb er semin aries, on­
ly Pacific was unable to be re ­
presented, and Souihern , Ib o  
was present but not a member, 
has dec ided now to take steps 
to join. 

Especially plea sing to the 
llt. A i ry  men in attendance vms 
the tine app reciation ot our 
faculty thet was ev ident in the 
attitudes or our v isitors. Re• 
marks cone rnee . the h ... g q al-
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1 ty ot the tonnal pa rts of the 
p::-ogI4:ll presented by our men 
the t ' ne support given the ��n­
ference by th e te.culty not on 
the p rogrem . and the b ... gb que.1-
i ty or student faculty rela­
ti ons As one man put 1 t, 
"Your te.culty sn• �  aloof , you 
can approach them." 

The Mt. A i ry  men received 
many c anpltnent!: on our atti­
tude of friendliness and on 
the he.rd work e.nd ed ue te 
planning vb ich made the meetine 
the success the.t it was. It 
the conference dia notaing else 
fra:c our viewpoint, it dis-
pers the "stutted shirt" idee 
wh i ch many ot the other s i­
ne.rien.s bad about us before 
attending the meeting. 

Highlights tor the visiting 
delegates included e. midn ight 
visit to Father Divine and an 
afternoon tour ot the city. 

Yext y ear ' s  conference i a  
set for Wartburg {ALC) Se:ni�ry 
in Dubu;ue , Io'Wll!l , em lready 
efforts e re  b eing me.de to get 
e.t lee.st two car loads of n:en 
tran l,1t. Airy to attend 

Elected ?resident tor the 
caning year was George E. 
Han dley, m ile the Newsletter 
Edi tor { suc ceeding Mt. A i ry ' s  
Ernest Pre tsch) i s  Cherleo 
Lutz ot Ce.pi te.l. Also serving 
fran M t. Ai ry is L. Alex Blac k, 
who bas been appo inted to ser, 
as secrete. • 

Th e trea surer and conference 
cba i zmen will be selected by 
Wartburg, next year's host. It 
all, it was a great conference, 
ar.d. the men who attended really 
"got" sane th ine. Our v isitors, 
especi ally , certa inly returned 
bane reeling that it v:as good 
to be. ve been here. (AB) 
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Tues . 
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no. 

S udy 

Pe riod 

Chapel 

lUAMINATION scmmou 
January 4 through 15 

ed . 'J.'hurs . !'1'1 . 

6th 7th 8th 

:piphe.ny 80� 4�� 
,, 

ocmmun- toi �8 

1on1 

10 .m, 01 

Chapel Chapel 

? 27 

.... 
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101 

1on .  
11th 

504 

503 

Chapel 

,-

120 

All aenior exain tione 1n Roan 3 ( nd RoO":n 4) . 
All middler 1nminet1on1 in Roan l ( and Roan 2) , 
All junior tnminat1on1 in Ro ( nd Roan 3 ) .  
All ,1,0,iTt examination, in Roam l ( nd Roan 2 ) . 

Senior, iddl1r1 1unior■ 

103 Old T11tam1nt 201 Old Ttltl.mtnt 101 tew Te tam t 
1504 Oont111ion1 401 Doguat101 301 En1li 1h B ib lt 
&O& Ohuror:,. Ad . 1503 H11tory 400 Int rc .  to Sy■t . 
803 lduoation 601 Hc:nilttio1 &04 Pa1toral '.l'htol, 

120 Greek I 
eo Ohuroh Hilt ,  

• 
Tues. 
12th 

606 

601 

ed . Thurs. Er1 . 

13th 14th 15th 

li9 628 I 

129 401 628 

60 400 301 

Ch pel Chapel Ch p lfh p l 

203 

Ii 

I' . 
'. 

I 

l2 e, 

'38 
628 Pa r 

727 DtTOt Cl  I 01 

Th• Chri1tma 1  reo111 end■ at 9 a .m . , onday , January • •  •1th th• t1r1t meal n be 
Reteotory at  l2s30 that day . No 1xam1nat1on1 bave 'bten ach culed tor Monday and Tu• day , 
permitting 1tudent1 to u�ilizt thi 1  t ime tor study purpo1••• 



The Student Co-operat i ve 
P. ookstor� Committee announced 
recently thei r  choice or M r. 
.. Gordon Joyce as the book­
ctore !IlBna,:-er fo r the year 
1954 \ r. oyce , e tl iddler . is 
o duat e or Susquehanna, end 
spent one y ea r  et Rider Col lege 
where he majored i n  Business 
Adm1n1st ra t t on .  

Before enteri col lege, 
" Gord.le" bed cons ide reble ex­
pe ri ence , ror several years , i n  
the bu siness v,orld. 

pon bein� interviewed , th e  
new m ene�er stat ed that the 
policy or the establish:nent 
t1ould r � in re latively un­
chAnged and that many Heue imen­
i sn s  would sti ll be eviden t. He 
reels confident that b 1siness 
,111 cont inue to tlourish At 

lee st, both he e nd Jean hope 
so And Fe' s pro a l y  right . 

After e l l , � o could resi st 
that ear-to-ea r grin that re­
veals every inch or those 
p ea rly whit es? 

WIVES CLUB S?ONSOR3 AN?TUAI. 
CHRIS'IMAS PA RIY 

The ives Club held i t s  ann­
ual Chri s a s  party for married 
coupl es last Friday evening in 
the socie 1 be ll or Ascension 
Church. 

Tonight , at t he thi rd  "worit­
shop" meet in� or the group , Dr. 
Edmund Steimle will d i scuss 
"'nl e  Pasto r ' s  Wife i n  Relat ion 
to the Young People ." The 
fi rst "•No rkshop" was held on 
Tov be r 17 when Dr. !m i l  

{ .,ontin.i 011 page 12 ) 
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ns CONFER!!; E EI �TS IDlE! 
AS NATIONAL Plm>IDmT 

High et honor or all to coce 
to Mt . A i ry  tran the recent 
convent ion or th Association 
or Luthe ro n  S em ina r ians was tile 
elect ion or G o rge ! .  Hendley, 
a t A i ry  m iddl e r, to th e  po­
si U on or P resi dent tor 1954 • •  

George, who he s sened the 
ALS during the past y e8.  r as 
both na t i ona l t rea su rer end 
cbe i mien or the recent confab , 
will  hold offi ce unt i l  the !!>I 
meet ing or the g roup . 

A ne t i  ve or Newburgh, N .Y . ,  
George i s  a C<JJllllunice. nt member 
or Chr i st Church there . He is 
a gndue.te or the Newburgh tree 
Academy, 1948, end received bil 
A .B . degree f'rom We.gne r in ' 52, 
At college be wa s  e.cti Te in tbe 
cho ir, the Chri st ien Associe- • 
t ion , wb ich he served e s  trees• 
urer end p re sident , end Phi '1u 
A lpha, nat ional music fret . 

GRADUATION FOR CUSS OF SEVEN 
PLANNED FOR JANUAR! 18 

Fonne l greduat ion cersnonie• 
fo r the Class or January, 1954, 
will be held i n  connect ion wiU 
the regula r chapel se "iee on 
!ondey , January 18, at 11 a .11. , Tb e  se rv i ce w il l  include a 
re.cul ty proce ssion, end the 
fami l ies end f riend s 01' the 
seven msnber.J or the c lass ue 
being inv it ed to a ttend. 

Lea�i ng the Ssninery canmun· 
i t y  e. t that t ime wil l  be : Jeck 
Bell ingham, Crosby Dee.ton, &a1 
Hartma n, J i m  Re.yes, Paul Hoff· 
me n ,  Wal ly Ksnp , end Ot is 
Z1 rk:le. With th em go our best 
w i sh e s  end p ray e rs tor a long 
e nd strong m i ni stry. 
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A ha p 
1ence 1 c  1. 

or b ... exper 
1'o. a l  .t 

Ch • •  stmas � n uet . 
J ck  Scberc. 

heed � ter � th Refecto. 
Th" bo..u uet • s t o  

on Thur&day D e  noer _ ,  
�tude 1 0  are u ged t 
for 1t ei tho off � � oon 
a p ssib A:::.. are nv1 ted 
es £Uests  of 'th Seminary 
facu ty and start or the Ssn 
n ry r stu1ents and their 
wive 

?xecod1ns the ban uet will 
be a Chr stmos carol sing, :on­
duct.ed by M r  Ziebe r .  Th1 
will start in th� Refectory 
shortly e!t . �espers.  The 
ben uet, a turkey dinner, will 
oe s I'l7 d at ebout 6:15 p.m. 

After th e banque� there 
will be more cerol singing, to 
be followed by the words of 

reet1ng from our re s1dent 
Dr. Begg r. Tbti e en1ng will 
be closed by the S1 nging of 

Silent H t . "  

ANNUAL AD T VESPERS SLATED 
!QB__D�»,mER ? ; CHOIR TO 
FEATURE SEVERAL Al S 

T e  Seminary c munity's  
annual Advent Vespers s  1nclud­
.ng the lighting of the Advent 
11reath � 'it 11 take place thi s 
year on Tnursdey , D ecember 17, 
ot 5 p .m. Highlighting the 
serv1ce • l be the stng1ng or 
the Seminary o r p under the 
di ect1on of �r. Zleb r. 

.Follow l.Ilg the · tin of 
the Adve .t w x  atl. the choir 
Will s .a the dven't :iesponscry 
"Beh lA h � e Days Come" by 'ax 

i HISTORY l..Fx.:TURE SERIF.$ 
SK'r R J ANUAm R' A 

h second series of lectures 
p ann d fo� the be nn1ng o! 
the econd s ester, 11 brine 
to ca.� us threu lecturers iD 
the f old or charch hi sto:::-y. 
nee le tur s will oe given on 

the last 'l nesJ.ay o! Januery 
and the f irst o Wednesdays or 

Feb n.ary immediately tollo1'ing 
the chap�. services on tho�e 
day s. 

On J anuary 27 r the Rev. Or. 
He en Staack, au Allento�-r. 
pastor end pe�t time 1nstruc 
tor et Muhlenberg, will speak 
on "Neo Pleton1lllll in Early 
Chr.9tiqn Theolo�. � February 
3 11- br1ng the Rev Dr J.V. 
Knudsen of Grandview Se�inery 
in Des �c nes , Iowa , who will 
p�ese&t a ecture on tho topic 
"Di scipline Arceni." 

Concluding the series on 
Februnry 10 till be the Rev. 
Dr• .�.E. Lehmw:nr pastor of 
Bethany Church 1n Burlington, 
Iowa whose subj ect will be 
"John Henry tlev,:ne.n' s Q,uest for 
Reltgious Certe inty." 

Reger 
After the reeding of the 

Christmas Gospel ; the c�oir 
wi ll ofter several selec tions: 
"Come Thou , 0 Co:ne p

" Be.ct. , 

reak Fort: . •  0 Beeutous Heav 
enly Light p" Bech ; "Dearest 
Lord Jesus , "  Bach ; end "The 
Virgin Slu.�ber Son f "  Reger. 

Liturgist will be Dr, 
Steimle. 

Following the serv ce , the 
ennuel Chrirt�as banquet will 
be se rved 1n the Refectory. 



S JDENT FA LTY 
ont1nued fr page 5 )  

ity be r nte o B euse of thj'j 
n l>er cf s r ... oua problans 

whi h this  report p�sed , it has 
b en I�ferred to the Curriculum 
CC1.Ilr.l1 tee for further study o 

1 n  a further conside ration 
the �tudent Yaculty Can.�ittee 
e re d that both b ecause or o 
difficul ties involved ... n pro 
auring outside facilities end 
or the s e:ninery tradttion \) tt.e 
annual �hrist:nas ben4uet should 
be held 1n the Hefectory. In 
v.ew or the co.nplicat ions re 
sultin fr rs . vansant • s  
disa il 1ty ,  it 1S hoped that 
the pstience end co-openltiou 
or ell  vdll  be extended to make 
of this annual celebretlon one 
long to be rems:nbered 

ffIVES CLUB 

--John Stadtlander 

(Cont inued from nage 10) 

F1scher fonner president or 

the • nisterium , exple indd the 
organizat ion of " e Church a t  
Leree o" On !Jee. l ,  ' rs .  
Richard Sutcliffe led the sec­
ond "workshop" on the topic 
"Co operc t ive Protestant ian." 

Dr. Edwa rd Horn III , pastor 
of Tr ni ty , Gennentown , is go 
inF. to spe k to the club on 
Jan . 19 , when he wi ll  discus s  
the lutheren l i turgy . t rs . 
Andrew Blackwood,  author of The 
!'astori s 'Ute, has been invited 
to edclress the e;roup on March 
-8· 

lext busine� s meet ing of th e 
1ives Club wi l l  be held on Jan .  

14 when the constitution wi l l  
be revised e.nd completed by the 
t:,embers. 

- J.arion Hinman . 

Afte r a ve ry impnssive o--
pening th e ao Airy An-
gels round th a th e  r nga 
were not as trus y a s  they Le! 
Ima 1ned. 'l'h!:y were bee.ten by 
Advocate 1n their second game, 
23 220  'J.'llen , just be rore the 
Thanksgh1.ng vaca t ion , they 
we re de teated by Hope , 5 36, 

After the campus hopes were 
shoken by  Hope , however, the 
Angels  justified th e1r  ex1s­
tence b y  Fa i th ,  a nd defeated 
said team by 55-23 o 

The An�ls  feature a l ine 
up that has changed li ttle 
s ince th e  open er. Lerry Hand, 
ronner Muhlenberg player, 18 
the ma instuy of  the teem and 
the only on• on th e  s4uod with 
college vatsi ty experi ence. � 
The remainde r or the team bed 
only intre.mu ra l  experience. 

Only non juniors on the 
teem a re seniors Peul Sitler 
and Don Geben. 

I t  the Angels can continue 
f lexing tbei r wines and can 
play st dy bell , th ey mould 
do e lot better rrom now on 
They may not win a 11 their re• 
me ining gemes O but as cb ge::e 
passes O t hey l eArn to work to 
gether better. ' 

'lhether they win or lose , 
however the t eam is  doin tts 
best , an d i t ' s  wo rth an hour c1 
study to we tcb them in action, 
and p even , to otrer them eome 
'1.Ilangelic vocal  e ncouragement, 

-�Ray ·.1oltert . 

NEXT ISSUE 
THE Sl!MINARIAN 

Feb rue ry • 1954 I 
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EAR'lH RBCEIVE t'OUR KING 

By Kenneth So Ens:n1nger 

�hristmas what an important word tb1 
has b ecome A n  the w cabulary of the aver­
aee twentie h century .American. �Ten a pass 
1ng reference to this word rin s to mi�d a 

-

-

-

-

variety or :"cenes and colors and �press one. 'l'he busy streets, 
the colored ligb• s. The cheert'ul vo1 .es, the t 1nkling b ells on 
every street cornor. The cold winds• the wam houses with the 
snoke circling from their chimney 0. Th� green spruce tresb w1 th 
the snell or the forest, the whit e snow. The word Christmas means 
so many things to so  many people regardless ot the age or station 
1n lite but does Chr1stmos really mean to these people what it 
oupht to mean? Does Christmas really mean to these people ibat 
the word s1gnif1es .  Ghrist' s ·tass <;hri st '  s feast? Is Christ 
reall y at the center or our �hristmas activities at the center 
or the l 1{7)1ts ,  the bells, the cards, the gifts, or has man once 
again 1n rebellion against God placed himself and his own inter­
ests where God alone bas a right to stand? 

No finer explanation or the real meanine of Christ�es bas 
ever been given than that found in the first chapter of St . John' s 
Gospel .. Here the historical is made symbolic and reelistic Here 
the great mystery or the incarnation is presented simply end di­
rectly Christmas, the incarnation - This is one or the greot 
magnetic poles around which all our doctrines are attractec and 
arranged in systematic patte rns. lt �e could properly unJerstand 
these two words, then we  could properly unde-stand the whole 
Chr1st t en faith. Is this state:nent too bold? certainly it is 
not ,  tor c;hrist�es is uhristianity. 
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"In the eeinning wnf the '' ord and the 11:ord v,ras v!i th God. " 
L ik e  one or the g rea creeds of our Church then€: words decl re 

he pu end 1:nple truth of our Chris i e n  1'aj  th . Here there is 
no epolo � • there is no pole:nic.  HerP. there i s  only e simple 
confession of Christian truth. In the b eginning Vias the lord ane 

he 'ord wos vath God. Christ, the or.ly Son of Cod, is eternal, 
. ot created, not ::iode. but begotten of the Father befo re the rou:, 
dl'lt ions of the world v;ere laid. Here there i s  no room for any 
Super-Protestonti Sl!I, there i s  no room for ony Uni tariun heresy, 

e:-e there is no room for any sentimental gospel of Jesus, the • 
eood men, no\ let us ell follow h i s  example and cre:.ite a heaven 
·u:-t e on eonh. it! tbe beginning was the •�ord, and th e "!ord "as 

with God. 
ere, is, hov ever, a dan re r  here, sane people ILay sey . 

"1-�re is e denper th"lt t iis could b ecane s impl y an expression or 
e k i nd or Ple ton1 c philosophy 5 eternal idees end all that St 
:ohn . ho ver, leaves no I'OCJ!l for any such cri t i  ci s:n, tor he de­
clares tha t .  "The Word was made i'lesh, and dwelt among us. " The 
eternel became te:nporal and w e  b eheld tis fl.ory, the glory as or 
the only b epotten Son or Cod full or grace end truth, Platonic 
ideas? '':here in all of Plato ' s  dialogues clo ) ou r ind any gospel 
l ike his? .'here in Platoni c  pr ilosophy does the idea beco�e 
flesh. "To, this is not ?letoni c  p"'i losoph� . Thi s  i s  pure Christ• 
ieni ty . is i s  the expression or the rect of the incornatlon, ., 
Go� in the flesh. Christ, the only b e�otten Son of God bece::ne 
T n Cod beceme one of us throueh love i n  order that we �iFht 
beco:ne one "Nl h him i n  love . Th e  i ncurneti on mAde poss ible the 
revel� i on or r,od's reol nature, love. This i s  Ctrist1cnity en� 
,e Cf'?" coll i no o the.r. The eternal 'lord of God, he e emol 
Sor. o� ,od becrme flesh, beca:ne men. 

Very intereo 1ne �  This is truly e ma rvelous description ot 
an h 1storic"l even t .  God became rcen . At a cert a in time in e cer· 
ta in phce Goo ecame raen. But t is fact i s  not enou rt, ror by 
i ts�_f this c� beco":e quite scholnsti c .  rard, cold f'acts hen 
little personcl ppeel. The averar:e 20th century American says, 
"So what?" So God became "lon .  ineteen hundred years ei-o God ; 
becP�e ��n. t'rhet i s  t hPt to ce? 

St John i s  not c ontent simply wi th presenti ng a scholestic 
statement of feet: the eternal became temporal. The temporal mus! 
become personal. .::>t . John '!lakes it qu i te cle e. r  thAt this is tbe 
purpose or his Cos�el. ot only ere men to b e  confronted with 
the feet of the inc em t ion, they are to be confron ted wi th their 
incarn�te Lord . There is a personal rela t ionsh i p  between the �o� 
'Ilc.de flesli m j  1..en of flesh. e crune unt o  his o••n, end his olffl 
received i m  not . But as many as received him, to them gave he 
power to becme the sons ot God . "  I n  thi s  narrati ve, the e ternal 
Son or God 1.0-i cnly becomes men, but es men be conrronts his fel­
low men. He comes unto his own asking thet they might receive I 
him into the i r  hea rts. Is  this not the whole Christ iAn message, 



the messag of Goa s so ae't1�i ty �ud ma� s sole respons1b1lity� 
Th is i not the story o::i.ly cf an abstmct \X)n ept or an historical 
event � s 1o th story ot a pe rsonal call , dec ision. Th 
eternal S.:>n or :;od confronts man asking men to rec91ve h im .  Th i s  

s man s decis1ou .  d c e s  10 lo e a sking m an  to lo e 1 �  re-
turn . 'nl � s  i s  Christma s .  'lhen vo cut away all the trills and 
•1nsel , th is  is  Chri,tmas. 'nle eternal bee es h istor ical and the 
b1s"tor ca l bocomes persona�. 

As a part or tt.e Chur.,b Year Chrlf;W'd.S tor us is a great 
• dr.una O::.�e again we reinact end rsnembf'r th e  t'ul:ness or God s 

lov& . � a.re not separated trom Betblebsn by time and space , tor 
wherev�1 Christ ian men and YIO!Ilen cO[lle toge•her to celebrate this  
reaet P 'beholO ther s Betllleh • The ch rch in whirh we v.orship 
becoues th� st.ab le where Chr..,st !.s born al!c1w. The altar, the cen­
ter or our de-co th n c becom e the rud,. crib c , 1 cb the Christ 
child rer.tc . .A.nd ar 'tho shepherds and �, 1se men ho have come 
to worship th e K ng o r  Love and Pea�e Tb 1 s  1 Christma s .  Tn.s 
.s  Eothleh an ,  end Cbri st p the Wora of God , ca:ie& to us this day 
'Ibe eternal enters 1.nto tl!Ile on"e  again wid in earthly ro :r:ns con-
fronts us. He comes to h i s  o in  love asking them to love in 
re um. Oh , bow qui tly be comes in t.iis  dark .:,rld ot sin , as 
quietly e.s e mothe r rocking h e:r new born baby to sleep in her 
arms , as quietly as the wo rd s  spoken over bree.d and wine He 

• comes ; there ce.n be no doubt or tb i� , to those .mo receive him in 
tai th , the Redeemer; to those who roje"' t him . the Judge. 

In the beg nning was the \''ord e.nd the ord beccmes flesh 
that we migh t receive h im  And as m8.ll} as receive, b im  to them be 
g1ves power to become the Sons of God . 

Joy to the worldt the Lord 1s cane ; 
Let earth rece1ve her King. 
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'A cold croing �e had of it, 
Just the wo rst time of the year 
For a journey, end such a long journey: 

e ways deep and the weatjer sharp, 
'!'he very def!d ot th� w1 nter. ' 
And e camels galled, sore-tooted, refectory, 
L. inf down in the melting snow. 
'!'here were times we rep;retted 

... 

The su.-rener palaces on slopes, the terraces, � 
And the �tlken girls ringing sherbet. 
'rhen tie cemel nen cursinf end rrumbling 
And running away , end wanting the ir liquor and women, 
And the nirr t  fires goin� our, end the lack of shelters, 
And the cit ies hostile and the towns unrriendly 
And t re vil lapes dirty E.nd charging hi ;h prices 
A herd time we hod of it. 
At the end we preferred to travel e.11 night, 
Slee�ing in snatches, 
'/ith the voices sindng in our ears, saying 
'l'hRt this was ell rolly. 

Then at dawn we ce.:te down to o tempe rote valley, 
-" le , elow the snow line, suelling of vegetation;  

"iith e. runnin� s ree.."ll ena weter-:nill beating the darkne ss, 
And the t=ees on the low sky, 
And an old white horse lloped a 1ey in the meado�. 
'J.'hen we came to e tavern with vine-leaves over the lintel, 
And reet kicking the e:npty wine-skins. 
But there was no inronnetion, and so we continued 
And arrived et evening , not e mO'llent too soon 
Findinr t he place, it was ( you may say ) sat isfactory. 

All this was !! long time ago, I remember, 
And I would do it again, but set down 
Th is  set down 
'l'his: were we led ell that way for 
Birth or Death? There was a Birth, certainly, 
We hed evidence and no doubt, I had seen b i rth and death, 
But had thought they were different ; this birth was 
Hard end bitter agony for us, like Ueath, our death. 
Ne have returned to our places, these K ingdana, 
�ut no looper et ease here, in the old dispensation , 
With an alien people clutch ing their gods. 
I should b e  glad tor another death. 

T .  S.  Eliot 
\ The Canplete .Poem• and Plays. 
Harcourt, Hrece end c.;ompe.ny, pp. 68-9 )  


