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COVER. - '!HE ANNUNCIATION 

By George Pontoppiden 

•And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel 
wae sent from Cod unto a city ot Galilee, 
no.med l'ozereth • •  And the angel said unto her, 
Fe, r not, P. ary: tor thou bast found favour 
witl. Cod. And, behold, thou shalt conceive 
in thy wcmb, and brine tortb a son, and malt 
call him Jesus" (Luke 1 26, 30-1). 

• • • * 

EDITORIAL TIDBITS 

This is the fourth issue of nm SEMINARIAN, 
end we hope it is the best. For general infor
mution, the cost of publicet1on avereres twent)
five dollars per issue •••• The cartoons by Don 
Brovin ere the latest addition to the publication. 

,!e would be interested 1n knowing bow you like 
them. It you have ony cartoons to submit tor 
publication, have them in my bands by the first 
of the month •••• In addition to cartoons, we add
ed a new member to the staff to replaced Jack 
Bellingham; he is Al Potter. Al is e graduate 
of the I.Assachusetts Institute of Technology. 
ror some till!e no,: he hes been helping us with 
J-e liurdiensome job of typine stencils e The 

staff war.ts to :elcane Al t1nd is sure he v, ill 
do a good JOb •••• "Hap" Hesencuer did the urt 
work on page one •••• T.e next issue of THE 
S».UNARIAN will be d1str1buted March 17, 1 54. 
How good ::-eed1n to you all. 

l'KS 
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nn:rRICR Ol\'l'HOEFFER 
A 1tn ;J of :r i;u • Chr-1 Hi.a Brat .r n 

Diet11c� Fonhoc1.f'cr, lut'horen thtt..)-Of'. an, tee ... her, ... 1 er, 
c risti n "l"""t-yr, is CQdng !n'to h1 s om n he Ensl l"h 
k1np 'r-:or-d. In 19 9, The£:?!��!:_ D .. sc1p1.esh�e (,�e,;ruillnn) 

b.11shed 1n Enrlend end the United St tes. In J n:.i.Jry of 
'this yeer. a �ollect1on o! his etters, ess ys, and poans ,1r1tten 
1 tle 1n con!'1ne-1ent was publHhed under tl e title, Prise.net• 
or Cod (· ecn:Ulan). And th1s sprine. e tn1rd book of his, e pro
fou ly simple study or the 1bl1cal mec.rin of community vnll 
be nu"lished under the title, 1 ife Together (Harper) o Thes_ tlrre� 
books, \'11th h\6 unf1ni!'hed andoe-, et untrnmilated Ethics, 
con st 1 tute Bonhoeffer- s lepacy to the Ch I'L,t:1.an \·•or� 

Tho as Eonhoetfer? He wds torn 1n Bree- leu 1n 1;06, th• 
so:: of the f 1:-st physic a:1 to jlold the chair of pe>ch1etl'y in 
r,ennany. His mother wAs a grd dauphter of Ke l von Hase, th 
!ft!lous church histori 0 r Hegre �p 1n Berlin in � fem1.y of 
seven hrotners er:d f:n..,ters, surrounded by the st 1mu1e.t ng art1.:; 
tic, -::us!c 1, and lite .. ry atmoc;pherP. ot a..-,, ured pro!'easor;s 
liorr.e. He studied t?leology at Be lin <ir. TOtiI:(en nd •;as ad• 
, t ed to the faculty of Berlin et the ore 01 twenty four. 

After e y�ar es e vicar in Barcelona, Spoin, he spent the 
fcllowinp; year, 19300 et • nion S6ll1Dery in I!ett York, returning 
to his university post to ten•:h syst c 1c t eology. \lhen the 
N�tionel Socialists seized po er in 1933, he gave up his teach
tn�, :::-efusing to £0 along ,11th the "Germen C hr!.st tens", and 

�1n1stered to two Gennan congreP,etions in England until 1935. 
Ec:ci< in Ger:neny n�ain, be accepted e en 1 -:o head an 

u derFround Sro?lnory supported by the Contessinf, Church in F1n.��: 
:"'lde, o:r,ereru.a. Thia 1llep.el P c andestir.e s�inory ·,as 
ftcelly c os�d oy the Gestapo in 1940. Foroieden to p=cech, 
lecture, or write, Bonhoeffer not only resistec H1tl r wi�hin 
.11e Church, but elso participated in the civ:lres1st� nee .. hich 
f1r.e::.l.l' 1ssued 1n 1.ne unsuccessf 11 ette:npt on Hi t:er � 1:1 1n 
th� Put� o J�ly 20, 194 • 

ln Ar,rll lv41 he was arrc tea y th Cestap� w:ih h � 
brother .i.n law, ?ens von Donneny1 c for- hip.h tr�a on ar.d ' • 
spent the next t·.:o years in OLe -pris1on erd co£ ,e 1tret. 1 on c P 
after enothe...-, t:ntil on April 9, 19 o ho �s nnnee ... h :::1 
urder o l'e1nr1 .... h qiJ:In-<n just fe-.· deyc t,ef'ore Flo ... sc::I 
the ca:np where h was ).est 1mpr soned, • as } be retod y 
Allied tore es o 

' 1s is but the oorw.=st sketch of Bunbo::f.feJ �s brief if • 
A fuller m o1r rr.ey 'b,.. found 1n The �c�� 21_ D sciple�� nd 
edo1t1onel facts nre cont ned 1n i,h� introduction to the forth· 
cc,:n1ng r.u·� Topether. 
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� latt�r book should be �r spec1el interest to sem 
in�r1ans, for it grew directly out ot Bonhoeft�r•s experience 
of ccmnon life 1.D the yeers he spent ·1th students in the under
grounci se:niner y at Finkenwnlde. '!be chapter heads indicate its 
scope: cornmuni ty � '!be Day with Others, Tb� Duy Al.one, M in1stry, 
confession and CO!'llllun1on. Like ell of Bonhoefter•s writings, 
tbie little book is thoroughly biblical. It shows the.t Christ 
ien community in this world is not something . cen er te by 
meens of our cormiunity•°b'�ilding values> God creates it through 

• the Holy Sp irit. Each of the chepters presents sane very prac
tical sug11estions for the canmon life, and if lite in a 
theological seminar y is to gain a greater measure of that 
"canmunity" which we te.lk about so much, it will have to begin 
with the kind or thinking that is set forth in this book. 

A msnoriel tablet in the church et Flossenburg reeds: 
"Dietrich Bonhoeffer, e witness of Je,sus Christ among bis 
brethren." Bonh oetrer we.s a witness of Jesus Christ in his hfe, 
his dee.th, and bis writings. This is whet gives them their in
tegrity enc their integration, so that, as in the lives of all 
greet Christian saints, you feel that they ere all of a piece. 

Thus in Bonh oeffer's fregnentary Ethics, the field where 
be himself felt he could make bis best theological contribution, 
everything i s  focused upon surrender to Jesus Christ in the 
concrete decisions of 1h is life cna this �orld. It is to be hoped 
that his Ethics will be made aveileble in English, !or it is a 
radically Christian um profoundly realistic ethics, written by 
one who in his own lite witne�sed a good confession, looking 
steadily into the f ace of Jesus Christ and yet et the sa::ie time 
stubbornly and honestly facing the concrete demands or living 
es a Christ1en in this reel wrld. Christian ethics cannot be 
abstract or ce.sui�tic or merely refle ctive The Christian life 
means �eing "formed" in this world in the image of the Crucified 
e.nd Risen Lord who becememan. I ts purpose 1s 1z> help us to learn 
to live Ylholly in this world, making every dec..1.;,io� on the basis 
of that experience or "ougbtness" that comes when .,e earnestly 

� race the imperative or God in Jesus Christ, the Lord of every 
area or our life. 

The Ethics is rraE;Uentary. It was written in spare hours, 
in tmiporery refuges, nd pa rlly in prison. But this need not 
det. ct from its seminal power obody v:ould say that Pascal's 
Thoughts ie less wlueble for beinp. unfini ed end !rag:ientery 
Bonhoetfer's life was fra�entery from any point of view, and 
"hen ,� reed his books we become e we.re of what the church, th e 
wo� d, nd humanity lost when �his richly gifted theologian ena 
genuine man wes put to dee.th in the flower of bis life . But the 
legftcy he lett 1s sufficient mld it hes already borne fruit. 
P.onl.oeffer, writing from prison in 1944, t.-as conscious of this 
and content to accept the fr e�entariness of bis life: 

"It &11 depends o n  Vibether or not one looks upon the 



f -rie t of our life from the point of view ho� the whole wes 
intendec and pl nned, end tt e . ete ri \ s that ,:ent into it. In 
the end trere ere frne;r.ents that ero od only for the rubbish
r.eep, n� otrers that will e significant for centuries, because 
their co ... pletion can only be the work or Cod. They ere rra ents 
eC-\l!'lfl' +'I-on .. must e t�gnents; I a:n thinkin ' for example, or 

The rt of tle Fu�e. It our lite is no more then the remotest 
reflection of such o trne:nent, in v. ich tot' even a short time 
the various thErnes he onize, constantly piling up stronger end 

tronper, nd in which the great counterpoint is sustained t� 
ep,inninp to end, so thrt, finally, after the music has broken 

off, e cnn �till strike up the chorale, 'Before Thy throne I 
come•, ther e shall not co:nploin of the fra�entariness of our 
life, but rejoice in it." 

DIETRICH BO 'HOEFFER O COSTLY CRACE 

Cheap grace is the pre?crin of forgiveness without re
quiring requirine re entence, baptism without Church discipline, 
CO".:munion without confession, absolution ithout contrition. 

� Cheep gr�ce is g ce without disciple.hip, g ce without the 
Cross, p-rece without Jesus Christ, living end incarnate. 

Costly I'3Ce is the treerure hidden in the field;tor the 
sake of it e men will ledly go n nd sell ell that he has. It is 
the p,-arl or greet price to uy which the merchant Ylill sell ell 
his 11oods. It is the kingly rule of Christ� for whose sake e r.ie: 
will pluck OU the eye which C8Uf-8S him to  St\Zllble, it is the 
c�ll of Christ et which the disciple leaves his nets end follows 
R1.m. 

Costly 11race is t he rospel which n:ust e sought again and 
e in, the pift which must be asked for, the door at ·1bicb a man 
-:-ust knoclc. 

SUch F.race is costly because it calls us to follow, and it 
is P'. ce ecf'use 1 t calls us to follol': Jesus Christ. It is costl 
ecauoe;e it costs e men his life, ond it is grace because it gives 

a nrn he only true lite, It is costly because it condemns sin, 
And PNJce becBuse it justifies the sinner. Above all, it is 
costly because it cost Cod the life of Fis Son: • ye were bouf!}lt 
nt e price," end whnt hos cost Cod much cannot be cheep tor us. 
Above nll, it is pntce 1 ecou�e Cod did not reckoQ(Us Son too dee� 
e p-:-ice to pBy for our life, but delivered Him up for us. Costly 
�rnce is the Incarnation of Cod. 

(Tbe ��Discipleship. 
The acmillen Compeny, 1948, 

pp. 38-9). 



HEYER FOl'ID GOAL SET AT i!22_; 
TO BE USED FOR FLOOD RELIEF 
-----

The goal of the 1954 Heyer 
Canmission Fund drive hes been 
ennounced es 400 to be used 
in Indien flooo relief work. 
The cempeign will begin on 
februery 15 end continue for 
two weeks. During thet time, 
each student end faculty mem
ber will be contacted by the 
drive workers. 
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Receipts will then be 
turned over directly to the 
Board of Foreign t. iseions, 
eennerked for flood relief in 
India. 

The present need is the re
sult of devestetia6 floods in 
the Godevari River eree in 
August. The flood weters, 
which reached depths of es 

• much es 6? feet, d aged Luth
sr•m mission stations e.nd 
ceu�ed nearly canplete loss 
of horres end possessions of 
f��iliee living in this 
sector of the "lission field. 
After six months, the need 
for reconstruction end relief 
activities still 1s urgent. 

Al Petterson, cheinnen for 
the drive, also commented that 
lest year's goel of $350 was 
exceeded. This money provides 
the selery end 11 neces ry 
equipment for en evellfelist in 
India for a period of two 
years. 

It is the current practice 
of the Heyer Coo:mission to 
devote it fund drive in every 
eecond ye�r to the support of 
an �vengelist thare, thus pro
viding complete support tor 
one person, end to devote the 

�drives in alternate years to 
other individual projects. 

WIVES CLUB TO FF.ATURE MRS. 
BUCK,iOOl) AT MARCH MEETING 

... re. ndrev, • Bleck\o.ood, 
t � • :.,f The Pestor' s Wife, 
will be the speaker et the re�
uler meeting of the dives Club 
on Tuesday evening, Merch 18, 
et Sp. :n. , in the besEl!lent of 
Ascension Church. 

Dr. end t.�rs. Blackwood 
spent fiftee� h�ppy end re
warding years living in var
ious personages. Dr. Black
wood then begen teaching et 
Louisville Presbyterian Sem
intry, Kentucky. Fran there 
he wen� to Princeton Seminery, 
�nd is now e profes�r et 
Temple University School of 
Theology. Before her merriege 
Mrs. Blackwood taught music et 
the Cirls ' School, Assiut, 
�gypt. 

"/1 ves Club members cordiell} 
invite the fiancees and girl 
friends of students, wives of 
professors, end wives of other 
ministers or ministerial stu
dents to join them for this 
occasion. Refreshments ,1111 
be served after the meeting 

The ·11 ves Club progrem for 
the remainder of the year bes 
been canpleted, including the 
following events: 

Thursday, February 18: e. 
tour of the Gennentown home 
end !Um. 

(Continued on pe e 15) 

Mr. Petterson expressed the 
hope that this year's goel of 
$400, which evereges $2.50 per 
student or faculty member, 
woula be met with equal 
success. 
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THE STA.ff 
Kenne t h  Shl rk, Editor , Jobn 

3elll:ig.'le::i, J e:mes Harrison , 
John Schercn, A lex Black , Ray 
Best t D on Br vin,  Fred Aumen , ,

1 
P u.1. Bosch, Al Potter, • ar ion 

innan. 
Pub

.,,..
l_i_s'""h-ed.,._s_e_v_e_n_t_im_es the 

I school yeer y the Student 
ody of the Lutheran Theolog I 

1cel Seminary , 'lbe Board ot 
Student Publications and Pub
l icity. Subscr1pt 'i.on price-- j 
twenty-five cents per ie su��on

l one dol lar and twe ty - f ive 
cents for the school year . Ad
dress subscriptions to mB 

!M INARUN, 7301 Gennentown 
ve., Phi ladelphia 19 , Penna. 

· \._ 

'mE PH�ICeJT WRITE.S --

6 
are encou raging. '-!ow that he 
is on the road to recovery ,  
our earnest prayer is that he 
may soon be back on cempue, 
leadlng •he choi r, st:ruggline 
with junior and senior voices , 
and generally add1 nf t s 
genial personal i ty to Ssninary 
life. 

* • * 

At the January meeting of 
the Execut ive Committee of the 
Student Body, Jeck Scherch 
made e spe c ial repor t on the 
state of the Refectory. Every• 
thing possible is now being 
done to give us the kind of 
rood •1e want • 

During the first days of 
th i s  month, every men who eeta 
in the Refe ctory was given an 
opportuni ty to exp:ress bis 
ideas on the menus he likes 
now es well as those he would 
l ike to see added . 

With in reason ( talcing the 
budget into account ) ,  the 
wishes of the students w1ll 
be consulted in menu plenn-

he school year 1953-1954 
ing. 

seem .. t b th # 
These proposed changes have .., 0 e e year 0.1. accidents come about as an ansHer to our 

�r.c i l lnesses for the A t .  Alry 
fa-ily As Th 5 i gr pes, but there ere a few 

M • e l'lll nar1en goe s th i th o r t 5 rt w 1 
to press this month ell or 

ngs e "e e c  ory te. ou 

C"' tu rn our prayers to God �: 
l ike us to consider. First, we 

th ruefulness for His toodness 
have been asked to be more , 

to us. prOC1pt --espec ially ror break• 

After 8 severe tell, M rs .  
fest . Secondly, there 1s the 
matter o! dress. This , th'" Been 1.s now wel l  enough to do 

he r daily round of shopping. 
annual probl� 1n the n.1:,fec er; 

M rs .  "Von" 19 home eg in con-
th e Cnape l , end , to a lesser 

velescin in her Retecto;.,, 8_ 
degree ,  in the l 1lrary. 

pertment. "Deva" D�veshayam 
e must beo r  1 n  m nd that 

i �  tak ing h i s  first ste p s  
e he7e guests almcst eey ae) 

s1nc6 h!s accident nearly and 1,net many ot then eceive 

three months ego. their main impression of us 
And the latest reports from from the way in which we lh,t in 

Chestnut H i l l  Hospit a l  con- Chapel end in the Refe•�T;Ol'Y • 
ce rn1n� r .  Zieber• s condi tion { conti nued on pege �6\ 



DR ERICH VOEHRI TGER HEADS 
rnucATIO'-i �.rJnMENT 

B:, J lDl Harrison 

�1th the stare of the spring 
tenn , we \lelccxne to our cempue 
th R V o Erich Vo:hrlnger, n,=\-: 
head or �he D par'bnent of 

.- Christia n  :Educntion 
The 30n or missionary par 

ents, Dr. Voehr1nger was 'born 
on the Gold Cocst in Africa. 
Shortly thereafter, he and hie 
pa rents retu rned to Genneny 
where, in Baeel, he spent his 
childhood. 

During the f irst lorld war, 
hie parents ca.me to thi s  coun
try This was an exceedingly 
interesting voyage. Having 
been made pr1sonere of war by 
the Britich $ they wer on a 
eh p bound tor England. But 
on the ��Y, the ship was cap
tured by a Ger.nan eubmarine 9 

the English taken capt ive ;  and 
the Cennans set tree. The 
next stop l'.'8 S  America . 

Dr Vo ringer joined his 
parents in 1923 and 1n th e 
sa:ne year entered the Phila
delphia  S inary. A!ter grad
uation 1n 1926, he se1·�ed tor 
fiYe years as assistan t pastor 

,,• at  th e , ary Drt"xel Homeo Dur-
1.&g th a t une b" teugn ., in the 
'!.ankenau Sc oo� for GArls. A 
;he s e tune. b ttended the 
University ot Penn�y!van ia 
where b �ate rec eived his 
U1:1ster · s Degree in du ... at.lon 
ann C parat1 e el◄ g1on 

At thl t lJll  l turned 
o C any v. 1 re he pr�pared 

fo1 vne m,seion ! .  ldo He 
r ottende the Berl. Uuivers 

ty !xom wh ch ho re,,e ed bi� 
Ph.D .� Wlth his thesis being 

7 

wri�ten in the field or 
anthropology. 

The mission tleld in 
Af'r ica•s �-old Ccast v:e.s egeln 
Dr . voehringer · s bane, 1934 to 
1940. After thi s, he end his 
wife "l'eturned to Ge1�eny. 

S oon thereafter � be came 
to America and accepted e 
cell to be pastor ot Crace 
LutheI'8n Church in N ew York 
City. He served th is congre 
gavion tor two years erd , in 
1943 accepted a call to be 
pastor ot Tabor Lutheran 
Church in Philadelphia. 

Here he served until, in 
1946, he wes called to be
cane Assistant Secretary of 
the World Council  ot Christ
ian Education In this 
responsible pos it ion, Dr. 
Voehringer v:as in charge of 
the department or Children's 
ork and Audio Visu.al Aids 

Hi� duties took him on many 
t ravels to Europe 1 the 
fest Indies, South America, 
and ','est Africa. 

From the lorld Counci l  
of Chr istian Educat ion, Dr. 
Voehringer comes to Phila 
delphia to join us here et 
Mt . Airy. He was call to 
be head of the Department 
or Chr istian Educat ion and 
at present is teaching a Tery 
popular elective in Audio V1s
wal Aids and a course ln the 
Gra�u�te School. 

Dr Voehringe::- is married 
Md hes tour children ( three 
g11ls and a boy, ages 17, 
16, l ,  and 5) . At present 
ne is liv ng in Graduat 
He 1 ,  bui.  1n the near fut ,1 
he and h is fem1ly expect to 
move into 7304 Boyer Street 
Dr. Snyder, s  tonner residence. 
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D I A B O L U S  R E D l \1 I V U 5  

L.  CROSBY DEATOH 

or late all those theologically ftin the know" hove been ta lk
ing about men's anxiety, bis tea r or that which he cannot escape. 
:.uch has b ee n  written about the perilous nature ot the "human 
predic;8ment� and the persistent character ot evil . In the light 
0.1. all this s one might reasonably expect the modern doctrine or 
the deT l� to be rethe r clearly defined It 1s not. 'llle plain 
tact 1 �  that it is sad♦Y muddled 

The very existence or tr.e diabolical is wi dely qtest1oned 
Eve ry college student ho �ao had e survey cou�se n religion 
knows thet the dev il iG m & rely a Pe rsian idea borrowed by th9 
Hebre�s in a mcment o! weaknes s . The ftenlif)ltenea" .ook upon 
belief _ n th� d vil 85 an infentll mebns or ducking morel re-

.. spone1''b 1 l1ty. '!'hose o ob Joct that our Lord sean:. to have bo-
1 eved 1n the d1ebo: 1cal are promptJ.y controi ted with no less an 
authority then Schli ::.macher himse lf. I t  is the opinion or that 
worthy ooholar hat Jerus·  apparent belief in the devil was 1n 
Tsality ouly an e.ccommodation to the ignorance of th e day . Un
les9 on� wants to :e� ert to the !iddle Age s and the day s ot 
witch trials � the devil is O1it O Only fool s ,  the de.'!lented , and 
Roma .. Catholi s stJ. l bel ev9 i n  h • 

Unto � �na e ly much o! this * ept1cistn 1 despite , ts loud 
cla im to rational t: , o s net stand up under log1t!al analysis . 
A Pe rsian 1 dee. - so wm t '?  The.t ha s al:nost nothing to do w1 th 
th truth •a!u ot the eo ncep• o Those who blandly as sum9 that 

t do 1:1 a ,  o gu .i..Lty or the gen-.t1c fa lla(\y So the medieva l man 
r an<1 th" wi tc.h ®te r believed � n the devil? t Is the concept to 

be judged by as oe1 ation? Are we to scotf a t  th e  devil because 
he 1 s  c1i rently un-Am$r1ean? Is he pu re !8ntasy because we cen · t  
run a ch m!.cel analy s is on him? 1uGh ot tbe 9 k8 ptic1 sn abait the 
.&.nterna.l 1' .,aT p : udi ce. 

Howeve r  i t  mus t  ba admitted that this 1s not: alway s the 
ase o ·an� de out Chri stians e.re s1mply uneble t o  see Y.hat the 

dev 11 has to do v:ith the es ential s or Chr i.S  t1a ni ty • He does 
not se em to be t1nyth1ng :nore than a pro p wb eh the pley .:o'1 ld 

cy well do i 1h o1,t 0 thy should ChI et1ans belie ve in the dev-
1 ? Th i s  q\l e  't .1..00 1 s  deeen1n or our respect. It 1t cannot be 
an ,,ered :.ah�factor \y p th ere is good g.L'Ound to r ignor1ng tne 
d abol1 a l. 

'nl& devil 1e the traditional •answer" to Chris tianity's main 



JO 
lo-' problem: the existence ot eTi l . ETil i s  the Christian problem 

� exeellen�e precisely because the Gospel procl:ltme the exist
ence ot an ciiinipotent God ot loTe . In the face ot  injustice and 
c?::.me surrounded by hatred and exploitation , Christianity 
asserts the incredib le: that a G<>d or pe rfect loTe rules all. 
�o r than anyone elso i those YClO make such & s ta t  ent he.Te to 
aciount tor eTilo 

It is  signit1cent in th18 ronnection the t  there are T rtu!lly 
n Old Testa nt references to the deTil . 'lb Old stement 
n :Yer qu te makes loTe the controll ing cha1'8cteristic in God's  

� nature r though !t  points in that d irection. I t  1 s  only such an 
phas1s that makes the probl en  or ertl te rribly u �  nt. Juda

il!rn knew Teguely that eYil had to be accounted. ro r and made 
seTera l  attempts but it was Christiani ty which wa s  really 
forced to c e to grips with the problem. For it was 1n Christ 
that God reTea led H imself a s  loTe. 

To -iccount to r eTil  i t  is  obT1ous the t Christianity bas to 
sort to some sort or dua lisn. ET U  exis t s , e. God o t  loTe can 

not be its author. I t  it  i s  not the work ot God
i 

then its 80 \ll'Ct 

must be oce ted in some other quarter. Tbe early church cast 
about tor the guilty party . Marcion suggested that Yahweh was 
th author or en l e.nd that Ch.rtst 1fflS an al together d 1. fterent 
god , one ot loTeo This 80lut1on ta iled because it destroyed mon• 
oth 1.s:n � '!'he ehurc.h bad no intention or "dumping the baby w1 tl:l 
the bath o " Sb saw the need to r a dual.t.&n , bu t  she had no in• 
tent ion or permi tting the destruction o r  her l'a 1 1on in the One 
God . 

� 1 is not the work o t  God, it  i s  not self-subsisting. 
Therefore , 1 t must be the p roduct ot  ou 9r mor ot the c e.
tures ·:tho gets the blame? Man i s  obTiously the prlmary al S
pect . He i s  both tree enough to reTolt and b ound enough to want 
to . He i s  the creature who is awn o t  ete rni ty e�en tb 1 le be 
stands in the slush ut .ime . Is not he ttl� eu o r  ot sin? 

'I.be tact ot te:nptetion l"e"Teal.:, the t he is no t To tempt , to 
invite to sln , S s 1 tselt the act o r  a stnn r. I t  is perfectly 
true that men tenpts h imself end his  fellows , but emptat ion 
do�s not ult:unete y or1ginete w1 th h m. Ult imately men 1s  tempt• 
ed to sin from ou tside h1mselt. Evil is  out there end suggests 
itsel f to h im  �he h\Jllan o ituation i s  elways rrau t with t P,
te tion . Youth contains the inTitetion to a rro��ce and s lt-re· 
l1ence : old age , the call to dteillua1oonent and despa i r. 

Perhaps some one will sugvest tbe.t e ll of  this 1�  me re y the 
operation ot the subconscious . The iU\"1 tat ions wh ich eeera to 
co::ie from the outs id r�elly come only tram out�1de the r � of 
con!ciousness . ey are really the secret s in " ich we cannot 
fully u:-..derstond ," sins committed in the bidden rece�ses o! human 
p eonelity,  the s ins ot the ubconsc ious mind . Vlhen th ,e 

�Ige into the clear light ot our consc1ousness , they se tv 
be tot 1 strange rs ;  but in r lity they a re old canponions grotm 
boi.� o 
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It is not our purpose to become involved in psychological 
canplexiti�s F..xoctly ¼nat F,oes on n the subconscious the pre
sent r1ter is not �o:npetent to sayo Y�t this ouch an Chr1st1en 
knows :  the subconscious m1nd ls not the eut.hor ot evil. w9 do 
r.ot 1'1 nolly suggest -;ril tc ourselves at e1 ther the conscioua or 
the subconscious lcve\so If m 1n eny area of his personality 
originetes the invitation to sin, he 1s  evil £I_ ��• '!bet 
human nature is e6sentielly evil no Christian can admit o Such 
an admiss on denio� both the creation as as act of love and the 
sinlessness of th e  Incornate Godo •God saw everything that be 

• hEld made, end p be:hold, it .:a� very good." Sin :s not native to 
men. On the contrary, it : s  a terrible d��eese, pervertin� his 
nature. 

Evil, then, must l>e the v,ork ot s e other creature. ?tho? 
ibet is this other one l 1.ke? 'fell, 1 t t s  clear that he is e being 
who enjoys the freedom of decisicn p o respou31ble being. It that 
were not the case, God �imselt would still e the author ot SJ.n 
A loving God could not have cedo the or1ginat�r ot evil evil by 
nature. Such e creation would have been a �in. Tho originetor 
ot sin bece�e S\nful through the exercise of his own tree cho ce. 

P.ut what' s  this? It  the originetor or evil �es not evil 
!ran the stert s how did he ever cane to tempt himself? The will 
wh 1ch tempts 1s al ttdy sinful. 7e are fa�e to face with the 

_ same ob jection that caused us to disiualify met as responsible 
for all sin. It seems both that no one is the te:npter and that 
some one is. 

This thorny paradox is significant precisely �eceuse it is 
so baffling. Evil loves deception. Its very existence depends 
on it. It is even self eceived. It 1s ever manifestp but it 
never reveals itself. Man is not the originator ot evil ; no one 
is. Yet there ev1l is. Th1s state of affairs does not deny the 
existence of the infernal , 1 t simply reveals its character. The 
originator of evil app,,ars to be both a lover of darkness and 
hideously 1ntell1 •ent. Indeed only a consummate mester ot ra
tionality could succ ed so perfectly in h1a1ng hlI!lself from all 
rati¥nal lnvebt1 at1on. Only faith can penetrate be}Ond the re-

' tionPl cover up 0 Faith knov:s that ''we wrestle r.o+- against flesh 
anc blo�d, but against pr1ncipel1ties, against po�ers, against 
the ruler::, of the darkness ot this world, against spiritual 
Wlcke�ness 1 n  htgh places.n The Ch1_st1an never regards the dev-
11  as a fairy tele 0 His existence is the only .ay in which 
Christ1en1ty can deel with the terrible problem of ev11. 

B 1 .. t v.�at so t c !  creature is this whose "':t!. ... tence Christians 
re com.ell� to d:n!t? A tree creetu�ee � tioual. monstrously 

.:lever --that we have already sel3n. These are tne properties ot 
persc�a� • �Y o Only r rsons are tr�e end rational. Thus . the die
bclical turns out not o be sane ljanunete force r s e evil 1:n-

� ulse which ope:- t�s oc ording to a depraved law. On the con
t racy P evil 1 s  1>ersonAl. The esssults of evil ere personal 



etti,cw-s. re are virestling with a cunning, personal enemy. Yet 
he is not just such a person es  we . He has no corporal exist
ence. e is quite beyond any apprehension by our five senses. 

t is custanary to cell  such a being a "spirit. "  
Satan ( the na.11e means "adversary" ) had his origin in the cre

�tive activity or God. lore then that we do not know; but tbet 
is enouph to tell us that he, like us, is a dependent being. He 
is not omnipotent ; he is not holy. His is a life or both free
dom and dependence. 

!ow, when God gives freedom to His creatures, Re also calls 
�o� their trust and love. �his could hardly have been different , 
in tbe case of the devil. The demand made upon him was that he 
truet God. 

Satan did no such thing. Rather, he fell  hopelessly in loTe 
with himself. �e round his own excellence, the glory of his own 
bein�, so satisfying that he willed to be the Ultimate. How 
could he admit the existence of any other god than himself? How
eve r, the desires of the devil did not alter the Will of God. 
r.oo created hi!:1, �r.d thus be we.a a dependent being whether he 
liked it or not. In willinr to be the u l  time.te Satan only start· 
ed a war aF.9inst his own nature. Here is ete rna l  misery. Here 
we cen catch a glimpse or " the pe ins or hell." He who loveflJ hi:'· 
self so well only devastates his O\YD nature. He cannot be what 
he would e end will not be what he can be. Endless despa1r1 

t is eninently true or the devil that "misery loves compe.
ny." �be inventer of sin ie en appallingly unb� ppy person. Ht 
fo�ver �utters the excrucieting pains of trust retion, despair, 
end wounded pride. It is especially gal ling to the internal one 
that man can still love Ood end thereby add to the Satanic re
jection, humiliation, and defeat. The devil can do nothing to 
� in power over heaven ; but at least he Cf'ln hope to escape re
jection at the hands or men. With a zeal born or bis inse. tieble 
luet tor power, �atan works to kill any love or trust man migb\ 
h�ve for his Lo rd i  tor the revolt is S8 tan ' s  creetion, bis pro
grem. Those who embre ce it are automa tically his fol lowers, and 
thet is at least some consolation. The lord or bell  plots to 
lead the sons of Ood into the realms of despair. 

The first battle in this war wes en unqualified success tor 
the devil. Indeed, the victory was so complete that it sanetim•8 

seeme thflt the whole war is lost. A ll men a re sinners. nie deT• 
1 1  hes euccesistully enthroned himself as " prince or this world." 

The devil tries to use his initial victory over men ageinet 
r.od .  �e is called our "edve reary." Ricberdison points  out in bU 

eologicP l · 'ord Book or the Bible that the tenn is a legal one 
in iblice l ueape. It  is the title or the accuser et a trial • 
. e U'!n i� our II ccuser before God. Pointing to our sine, he ep
peal� to God ' e justice and holiness  ageinl!t the divinP love •  rt 

he were euccessful in this, he would be triumphant over the Yiill 
or r.od ; but he it not. Cod' s justice is  love. In the "tulness 



· of time" God himself came into the .,;orld e.nc as one of us suf
fered the deeth "which we for our sins have deserved." 'lbe 
holine�s of God can never be separated fro� �i� love. His 
justice is me rcy. In Christ God rebuked our �ccuser and offered 
us e way of escepe from bis pov:er. e need go no further. For 
the Christian, the f ir el fact ebout the devil is bis defeat. 

FI'O'Jl ell of thi s, it is �uite obvious tbot the fiend hes e 
greet detl to do with our relationship to God. He pleys one of 
the centr< l roles in that g re� t stru�gle of personalities which 
has resulted in  man' s redemption. Tb is throws e rather strange 

• light on modern theology's general failure to produce a doctrine 
of the devil.  We have before us the spectacle of theologians 
rescineted with effects ot the disease (fear, despc 1r, etc. ) 
but without any epr--:rent interest in its nature. This is passing 
strange l I t 's herd to avoid the conclusion that there is e theo
logical prejudice egbinst me physics end in favor ot psychology. 
In any case, there i s  a widely spread opinion to the effect that 
psycholoe,r deals with personalities •b ile metaphysi cs is con
cerned only :1th abstractions. It i s  eas� to see bow this feel
ing could furnish the foundation for a theolo�icel antipathy to 
metaphysi cs. Christianity is undoubtedly an tffair of personal 
relationshirs. ImpersonAl atstrections can have little place in 
its teaching. Metaphysics i s  impersonal; ergo • • • • one need only 
look et the doctrine of the devil to see the absurdit� of ell 
ttis. Here we nre 1n the renlrn ot metaphysi cs, end it is pre
cisely this doctrine \,h 1ch shows s in to be a closh of will, e 
person�l confl ict. Again, thi� doctrine reveals Christ ' s  re
deeming work as a p ersonal stru glo. Contrary to the current 
ass ptions, metephJ si cs i s  intensely persooel. Nov. 't;e do not 
propose thot theologian �  develop AD obsession for the devil, but 
we do su ggest tho t 1 t '  s high ti."Ile to stop ignoring him. 

ore and more ot late the present writer finds hL-rnselt in the 
role ot devil ' s  advocate. He doesn't know quite how this  happens 
end hopes that i t  hos no sini ster significance. 
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R01 ARE I 'E A!. GEI.S DOTNG'> 
-- ---

One of the major problsns 
fA clng a l l  ministers 1s the 
solution to the age old probla::i, 
"How many angels can stand on 
the head of a pin?" Thie neo
ph:te cannot yet give e good 
answer to this pro l ero ,  but he 
can tell you that t .  Airy ' s 
own angels are flying b i  , 
ell on th e roAd toward e. berth 

in the playoff. To date they 
are sportin� e record of eirht 
victories and four defea ts . 
'i th four gf.llles rMaining, they 

ere in a tie for third place . 
�he lee gue standing is as 
follows : 

Team 
1 .  Hope 
2. oood Shepherd 
3 .  Advocate 
4 .  Angels 
5 .  Ascension 
6 .  !uhlenberg 
? .  'T'rini ty 
8 .  � t .  P8 ul ' e ,  Olney 
9 Redemption 

10. st . Peul• e ,  Cbeltenhan 
11 . e siah 

1� . Faith 
�he • t .  Airy leadi� scorers 

have e�e�sed incttvidml 8'Teregee 
s follcme :  
? Gan es 

l .  nd 12 
2. f',ebe rt 12 
3 .  Schmidt 12 
4 . "e.lker 11 
5. Henne 6 

Total Average 
173 1-t .4 

86 7.2  
86 7 . 2  
58 5 .3 
29 4.8 

lesb l • t .  Airy ' chances 
fo r th� tit le hA.ve greatly im
p roved since tbe a rrival of John 
Vulse r ,  e tran sfer student wit h 
tntercolle�iete experience a t  
' illiem.s College. 

--Rey Wolfert 

ROVING REPORTER FINDS FUN ,  
FOOD AT- IDDLER OPEN Ho"us]: 

TUesday , Feb u& ry 2 ,  sew 
the ta cul ty hold in,r, an "open 
house" tor the rtiddler class 
a t  the S teir:ile ri,sidence. The 
roving reporter • s roving eye 
ceu{l,llt �he tollowioe: 

After being greeted et the 
door by Dr. Steimle and de
positing our coa ts on the 
second floor ,  we ,ere on our 
own • • •  Every roan had its own 
p-roup , but no group sta yed 
"fixed" tor long • •  .At first 
� rs .  Tappert and . rs .  Dober
stein otticia ted a t  the tea 
and coffee pots in t he dining 
roan • • •  Provided were plenty 
ot hors d ' oeuvres , cookies 
end eske • • • I n  one roan Dr. 
end � rs .  Bagge r ,  Dr. Seltzer, 
M r . and M rs .  Borneman , end Dr. 
Snyder were joking with e 
group of students.  I t  re
minded one of " CB n  You Top 
This?" • • •  The living roan pre
sented Jus t the opposite type 
ot scene. Here Dr. Teppert, 
Dr • .Doberstein and s ane 
students were engaged in what 
e.pp red to be " se rious bus
ines s."  • • •  In the foyer stood 
seve re. l  students with Dr. 
S teimle. They seemed to be 
ribbing cordon " this i s  
busines s" Joyce about some
t hing • • • •  Filled ou r plate 
again , and returned t he e:npty 
to the kitchen where t rs 
Heineck en and tJ rs .  Stet:nle 
were doing dishe� • • •  B8de 
eoodn1ght to Dr. end M rs .  
S teimle end heeded toward the 
donn • • • •  Intereetin� evening. 
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Apr l 30 h de 
ter.n1ned to o_d the ba gu"-t 
t th Ev gel �el L t  erau 

Chu rch of e , d, occ 1.e 
Lvcoted nt .ster St reet 

sixty fi!•n  and ' yncot 
n enu f the ch rcb 1 as1ly 
reached D y  the 2 trolley end 
the 52 � ro� l�y fro:n Chelt n 
Avenu,. ., 

Th1G ��  l � sa�e place thdt 
tne 'hen ... as held last yea r 
and r the mauy p ro pee 
t 1ve p, •• vest ... e by 
th c�n1t tee , Advoca te seemed 
for m ny reasons to e th 
mo t d sir · le. 

A d 1ffer•nt cate�er nes 
been o�tained , and the pro 
ram COl:!ll�tt�e 1 bard et 
ork planning an inter,.sttn 

and d1fterent type pro ram. 

fran pa e 5 )  

Tue d 1y �  ebrualj 23 : Dr. 
He n �K�n , 111 ans er tuestions 

nin- he top1� " t 

r . o 

Plan"' u 

uleted for 
r Fo re ,ell p 

held early 

ren?1 

n hav,. 
e t ff •  
-- -

s ... 0 

no, be n t'om. 
,he annual Senior 

.) , tch till be 
in A. rn . 

l 

e 

Pe - -
vo· • . nist rluro D:c. Edwora 
T.  H =n III :ill preach. The 
sy o could not have made a 
be ter cbo . ' e. R �b�r, only 
time will tell ,:hetber th1s 
rumor s correct 

�T� 
'
1 
B �- } to  ,d.s _,., 'loll fr•M1$•"' 

to 5,. 1, .- Av � rh,. • , • 
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�he annual repiona l  confer
erce of the Interse:n1nary 'ove
men w i l l  e held �t the Re
fo!':ned Seminary in !Anca�ter0 A 
Romen Catholic theoloriAn and u 
Refonned theologi�n will be the 
ma i n  sneakers on the thE!lle 
"Th •• 1 i 

' 
e n stry and t .. e Sftcraments 

of the rhorcb "Th is is three 
8Y conferenc e  beg1nnin Feb 25 

It •fi ll be clirnexed , on the 
• 

' 
l ip.hter side , Y e  tour of Len
coster end � visit to the Amtsh 
� re A .  The conferences usually 
e re inte es ting A nd stimu lating 
so �ake 1 • 

' 
P ens -O atte nd thi s  oce . 

-----

' o,er 
( Co ntinued fr<1.n page 6) 

Finally � we are re uested i.,i 
co-ope rate w i th the v.aiters 
after mea l s ,  especie. lly after 

reakfast end lunch when :nany 
of th � must rush to get to 
c as s. --Donal d  Voyer 

TO 'IRE EDITOR 

Cenr Edi to r ,  
I have n ' t  been here on ce:i

pus very lonp; , but a lready I 
have dec ided that I don ' t  like 

everyth inr, I see .  And most 
o f  the tli i nf'.S I don't like are 
rea l l!' 1 .  t tle th i ngs, Some
times , of course , l ittle 
thinr,s �- ve l g  meanings. ,.«ay• 
be theE A � o .  I don • t know. 

One .. � 1n17, u, at sthnds out 
1 s  t he • ck of consideretion 
for ot\., �s . Th is showsup in 
dresd , oct ions during meals, 
One fe 1 le . wore e f lannel shirt 

to Sund � d inne r a while 
ero . I f 1 pose that' s o.  k. , 

'cut thut "l-ticuler Sunday , 
guests i ncluded a . •other ,  a 
S ister ,  a Brothe r ,  o Girl 
Friend , and a :ite. ell  iID
portant people to members or 

OU.L' COlll.'TIUili ty • 
',/hat the y  thought I don't 

know. But I know what I 
th ink '"be coat les s fel)ows 
show e ither a leek of consider· 
ntion or  e l se a lock of the 
soc -il p roprieties. Not to 
dress properly is ei th"'--r � 
sign o f  ( 1 )  laz iness ( 
urrnenne r l i nes s ,  o r  ( 3) O• 
centric i ty . 

Oh wel l . 
to get this 
Maybe I•  11 
t1r0e. 

It. s been f.OOd 
off my chest. 

write ega1n sa::e• � 

Fhi l ip 


