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COVER: -- THE ANNUNCIATION
By George Pontoppiden

*And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel
was sent from God unto a city of Galilee,
nemed Nazaereth...And the angel said unto her,
Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour
with God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive
in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shslt
coll him Jesus"™ (Luke l: 26, 30-1).

* % % %

EDITORIAL TIDBITS

This is the fourth issue of THE SIMINARIAN,
end we hope it is the best. For general infor-
mation, the cost of publicetion averages twenty-
five dollors per issue....The cartoons by Don
Bravin are the latest addition to the publication.

We would be interested in knowing how you like
than. If you have any cartoons to submit for
publication, have than in my hands by the first
of the month.,...In addition to cartoons, we add-
ed a new member to the staff to replaced Jack
Bellinghem; he is Al Potter. Al is a graduate
of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
For some time now he has been helping us with
the burdensome job of typing stencils. The
staff wants to welcame Al und is sure he will
do a good job...."Hep" Haseneuer did the art
work on page One....The next issue of THE
SEMINARIAN will be distributed March 17, 1954,
Now good reading to you all,

FXS
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DIETKICE BONHORFFER L2056 194% ¥
A Witness of Jesuz Chrisat Amcog His Bratiren

Dr. Jchn W. Debersiesin

Dietrich Rosnoerfer, Iutherarn thec.oglan, tealher, u“Iiter,
and Christian martyr, is caeing into his own in the English
speaking world. In 13949, The Cost of D.scipieship (Meouillan)
was punlished in Enflend end the United States. In January of
this year, 8 collection of his letters, essays, and poamns written
¢hile in confinerment was published under the title, Priscner 7
of God (ecmillan), And this spring s third book of hia, a pro-
Toundly simple study of the biblical meering of community will
te puhlished under the title, Life Together (Harper). Thess thres
books, with his unfinlched and es yet untranslated Ethics,
constitute Ronhoeffer's lersacy to the Christian worla,

Wro was BRonkoeffer? He wes btorn in Bresiau 1n 1506, the
son of the first physiclan to hold the chair of peychiatiy in
Germany. His mother was a gredfidaughter of Kerl vou Hase, the
famous church historiar. He grew up in Berlin in o fami.y of
seven trothers erd sisters, surrounded by the stimuleting artis-
tic, musicsl. and litersry atmosphere of a cnltured profeascr's
hore. He studied theology at Berlin ard TOtin;en mnd was ad-
mitted to the faculty of Berlin at the age of twenty four,

After e year es a vicar in Barcelona, Spain, he spent the
following year, 1930, et Union Seninery in New York, returning
to his university post to teach systamestic theology. Whes the
Nationel Socialists seized power in 1933, he gave up his teach-
irne, refusing to go along with the "Gemen Christians", and
ministered to two Gemnan congregations in England until 1935,

Beck in Gerneny again, he accepted & call 1o head an
utderpround seminary supported by the Confessing Church in Finks?
“walda, Pomeresia. This illegel, slandestire seminary was
firelly closed ry the Gestapo in 1940. Foroidden to nreach,
lecture, or write, Bonhoeffer not oanly resisted hitlar within
‘ie Church, but aiso participatad in the civilresistance ~hich
firelly i3ssued in ire unsuccessful attempt on Hitler's 2if# in
the Putsch of July 20, 1944,

In Arril; 1543 he was arrested by the Cestapo with his
brother-.n~law, Hans von Dohnenyi. fotr high treeson, ecd ne
spent the next tws years in Cue prision erd corcentretion crup
after ecother, until ou April 2, 1945 he was nanged by spucial
oréer of Heinrith Himmler just a few deys tefore Flossenburg;
the camp where he was iast imprisoned, wes iibereted by the
Allied forces,

This 1s but the bar=st sketch of Xonhosffer’s brief lifs.
A fuller memoir mey be found in The Cost of Disciplasaip and 934
edditionel facts are contsined in the introduction to the forth-

coming Life Together. |
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The latter book should be of special interest to sem.
inarians, for it grew directly out of Bonhoeffer's experience
of common life in the years he spent with students in the under-
ground seminery at Finkenwalde. The chapter heads indicate its
scope: Community, The Day with Others, The Day Aione, Ministry,
Confession and Coomunion. Like all of Boahoeffer‘'s writings,
thics little took is thoroughly biblical., It shows that Christ-
ian community in this world is not something ws cen craate by
means of our community-building velues; God creates it through

- the Holy Spirit. Each of the chepters presents same very prac-
tical suggestions for the camon life, end if life in a
theological seminary is to gain a greater measure of that
"canmunity"” which we talk about so much; it will have to begin
with the kind of thinking that is set forth in this book.

A memorial tablet in the church at Flossenburg reads:
"Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a witness of Jesus Christ among his
brethren.” Bonhoeffer wes a witness of Jesus Christ in his 1life,
his death, and his writings. This is what gives them their in-
tegrity enc their integration, so that, as in the lives of all
great Christian saints, you feel that they are all of a piece.

Thus in Bonhoeffer's fragnentary Ethics, the field where
bhe himself felt he could make his best theological contribution,
everything is focused upon surrender to Jesus Christ in the
concrete decisions of this 1life and this world. It is to be hoped
that his Ethics will be made available in English, for it is a
radically Christian and profoundly realistic ethies, written by
one who in his own life witnessed a good confession, looking
steadily into the face of Jesus Christ and yet at the szme time
stubbornly and honestly facing the concrete demands of living
@S a Christien in this real world. Christien ethics cannot be
abstract or casuistic or merely reflective. The Christian life
means Peing "formed" in this world in the image of the Crucified
and Risen Lord who became men. Its purpose isto help us to learn
to live wholly in this world, making every decision on the basis
of that experience of "oughtness" that comes when we earnestly
» face the imperative of God in Jesus Christ, the Lord of every

area of our life.

The Ethics is fraguentary. It was written in spare hours,
in temporery refuges, and partly in prison. But this need not
det™ct from its saninal power, Nobody would say that Pascal's
Thoughts is less wuluable for being unfinished end fragnmentery.
Bonhoeffer's life was fragmentary fram any point of view, end
when we read his books we become aware of what the church, the
world, nnd humenity lost when this richly gifted theologian end
enulne man was put to death in the flower of his life. But the
legacy he left is sufficient and it has already borne fruit.

rﬂonhoerrer, writing from prison in 1944, was conscious of this
end content to accept the fragmentariness of his life:

"It all depends on whether or not one looks upon the
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fycrnent of our life from the point of view how the whole was s
intendec and planned, and the materia‘s that went into it. In

the end there are fragments that are gvod only for the rubbish-
Y.eep, and others that will be significent for centuries, because
their completion can only be the work of God. They are fragnents
pecanse thnv must be fregnents; I am thinking, for exemple, of
The srt of the Fugue. If our life is no more than the remotest
Teflection of such & fregment, in which for even a short time

the various thames harmonize, constantly piling up stronger and
stronper, and in which the great counterpoint is sustained from
beeinning to end, so thet, finally, after the music has broken
off, we can still strike up the chorale, 'Before Thy throne I
come', ther ye shall not complain of the fragrentariness of our
life, but rejoice in it.”

DIETRICH BONHOEFFER ON COSTLY GRACE

Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness without re-
quiring requiring repentance, baptism without Church discipline,
Comunion without confession, absolution without contrition.
Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the
Cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate.

Costly grace is the treesure hidden in the field;for the
sake of it a men will fladly go and sell ell that he has. It is
the pearl of greet price to buy which the merchant will sell ell
his goods. It is the kingly rule of Christ, for whose sake a me:
will pluck out the eye which ceuces him to stumble, it is the
call of Christ at which the disciple leaves his nets and follows
Him.

’

Costly grece is the gospel which must he sought again and
afain, the g¢ift which must be asked for, the door at which a man
must knock.

Such grace is costly because it calls us to follow, and it
18 grace because it calls us to follow Jesus Christ. It is costl
because it costs a man his life, and 1t is grace because it gives*
a men the only true life, It is costly because it condemns Sin,
and @race because it justifies the sinner. Above all, it is
costly hecause it cost God the life of His Son: 'ye were bought
at a price,” and what has cost God much cannot be cheap for us.
Above all, it 18 prace because God did not reckonfiis Son too deer
a price to pay for our life, but delivered Him up for us. Costly
erace is the Incarnation of God.

({The Cost of Discipleship.
The Macmillan Compeny, 1948,
PP. 38-9),



HEYER FUND GOAL SET AT $400;
TO BE USED FOR FLOOD RELIEF

The goal of the 1954 Heyer
Comnission Fund drive has been
announced as $400 to be used
in Indian flood relief work.
The cempaign will begin on
February 15 and continue for
two weeks. During that time,
each student and faculty mem-
ber will be contacted by the
drive workers.

Receipts will then be
turned over directly to the
Board of Foreign Missions,
eamarked for flood relief in
Indie.

The present need is the re-
sult of devastating floods in
the Godavari River area in
August. The flood waters,
which reached depths of as
much as 67 feet, demaged Luth-
sran mission stations and
caused nearly camplete loss
of homes and possessions of
families 1living in this
sector of the mission field.
After six months, the need
for reconstruction and relief
ectivities still is urgent.

Al Patterson, chaimen for
the drive, also commented that
last year's goal of $350 was
exceeded. This money provides
the salary and all necessary
equipment for an evangelist in
India for a period of two
years,

It is the current practice
of the Heyer Coomission to
devote its fund drive in every
second year to the support of

en svangelist there, thus pro-
viding complete support for
one person, and to devote the
= drives in slternate years to
other individuel projects.

VIVES CLUB TO FEATURE MRS.
BLACA#00D AT MARCH MEETING

mra. .ndrew W. Blackwood,
sihor of The Pustor's Wife,
will be the speaker at the reg-
ular meeting of the Wives Club
on Tuesday evening, March 18,
at 8p. m., in the basarent of
Ascension Church.

Dr. and Mrs. Blackwood
spent fifteer heppy and re-
warding yeers living in ver-
ious parsoneges. Dr. Black-
wood then begen teaching at
Louisville Presbyterisn Sam-
inery, Kentucky. From there
he went to Princeton Seaminary,
eand is now a professor at
Tanple University School of
Theology. Before her merriage
Mrs. Blackwood taught music at
the Girls' School, Assiut,
Egyrt.

Wives Club members cordially
invite the fiancees and girl
friends of students, wives of
professors, and wives of other
ministers or ministerial stu-
dents to join theam for this
occasion. Refreshments will
be served after the meeting

The Wives Club program for
the remeinder of the year has
been completed, including the
following events:

Thursday, February 18: a
tour of the Gemmantown home
and film.

(Continued on page 15)

Mr. Patterson expressed the
hope that this year's goal of
$400, which averages $2.50 per
student or faculty mamber,
woula be met with equal
success.
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The school year 1953-1954

seeme to be the year of accidents

ené illnesses for the Mt., Airy
femily. As The Seminarian goes
to press this month, all of us
call turn our prayers to God in

thenkfulness for His goodness
to us,

After a severe fali, Mrs,
Bean is now well encugh to do
her daily round of shopping,
Vrs, "Ven" is home agnin, con-
valescinZ in her Refectory a-
partment., "Deva" Devashayam
is taking his first steps
since his accident nearly
three months ago.

And the latest reports from
Chestnut Hill Hospital con-
cerning Mr, Zieber's condition

are enccuraging. MNow that he |
is on the road to recovery,
our earnest prayer is that he
may soon be back on cempus,
leading the choir, struggling
with junior and senior voices,
and generally adding his
genial personality to Saminary
1ife.

*x % %

At the January meeting of
the Executive Committee of the
Student Body, Jack Scherch
made a special report on the
state of the Refectory. Every
thing possible is now being
done to give us the kind of
food we want.

During the first days of
this month, every man who ests
in the Refectory was given an
opportunity to express his
ideas on the menus he likes
now as well as those he would '
like to see added.

Within reason (taking the
budget into account), the
wishes of the students will
be consulted in menu plann-
ing.

These proposed changes have
come about as an answer to our
gripes, but there are a few
things the Refectory Steff woull
like us to consider. First, we
have been asked to be more :
prompt --especially for break-
fast, Secondly, there is the
matter of dress, This is the
annual problem in the hAefectcdy
the Chapel, and, to a lesser
degree, in the library,

We must bear in mind that
we have guests almcst every dey
and that many of them receive
their main impression of us
from the wey in which we act 1P
Chapel and in the Refectorye |

‘Continued on pege 15; J
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DR. ERICH VOEERINGER HEADS
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

By Jim harrison

Viith the start of the spring
temn, we welcome to our campus
the Re Erich Vostringer, new
head of the Department of
Christian Education

The 3on of missionary par-
ents, Dr. Voehringer was born
on the Gold Coast in Africa.
Shortly thereafter, he and his
parents returned to Gemeny
where, in Basel, he spent his
childhood.

During the first Vorld War,
his parents came to this coun-
try. This was an exceedingly
interesting voyage. Having
been made prisoners of war by
the British, they were on a
ship btound for England. But
on the way, the ship was cap-
tured by a German submarine,
the English taken captive, and
the Gernans set free. The
next stop wes America.

Dr. Voehringer joined his
parents in 1923 and in the
same year entered the Phila-
delphia Seminary. After grad-
uation in 1926, he served for
five years as assistant pastor
et the vary Drexel Home. Dur-
icg thias time ha taugn® in the
Lankenau Schooi for Girls., At
the same time, he attended the
University of Pennsylvania
where he latler received his
Muster:'s Degree in Education
and Comparative Religion.

AY this t:me he returned
to Germany viiere he prspared
for The mission f.sld. He
attende! the Beriiu Univers-
ity from which he received his
Ph.D., with his thesis being

written in the field of
anthropology.

The mission field in
Africa's nold Ccast was agein
Dr., Voehringer‘s hame, 1934 to
1940, After this, he and his
wife returned to Germany

Soon thereafter, he came
to America and accepted a
call to be pastor of Grace
Lutheran Church in New York
City. He served this congre-~
gation for two years and, in
1943, accepted a call to be
pastor of Tebor Lutheran
Church in Philadelphia.

Here he served until, in
1946, he was called to be-
cane Assistant Secretary of
the World Council of Christ-
ian Education. In this
responsible position, Dr.
Voehringer wms in charge of
the department of Children’s
Work and Audio-~Visusl Aids.
His duties took him on many
travels -~ to Europe, the
Nest Indies, South Americe,
and West Africa.

From the World Council
of Christian Education, Dr.
Voehringer comes to Phila-
delphia to join us here at
Mt. Alry. He was called to
be head of the Department
of Christian Education and
at present is teaching a very
populer elective in Audio~Vis-
ual Aids and a course in the
Graduste School.

Dr., Voehringsr is married
and has four children (three
girls and a boy, ages 17,

16, 14, and 5). At preseat
he is living in Graduate
Hell, but¢ in the near future
he and his family expect to
move into 7304 Boyer Street;
Dr. Snyder’s former residence.,
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DIABOLUS REDIVIVUS

L. CROSBY DEATON

Of late all those theologically "in the know" have been talk-
ing about men's anxiety, his fear of that whick he cannot escape.
Much has been written about the perilous nature of the "human
predicament” and the persistent character of evil. In the lignht
oi all this, one might reasonadly expect the modern doctrine of
the devii to be rether clearly defimed. It is not. The plain
fact is that it is sadly muddled.

The very existence of the diabolical is widely questioned.
Every college student who hag had a survey course in religion
knows that the devl!l is marely a Persian idea, borrowed by the
Hebrews in a manent of weakness, The "eulightened"™ look upon
belief in the devil as an infantile means of ducking morel re-
sponsivility, Taose who object that our Lord seams to have be-
lieved ir the diabolical are promptly confronted with no less an
authority than Schliesmacher himself, It is the opinion of that
worthy acholar that Jesus’ apparent belief in the devil was in
reality ounly an accommodation to the ignorance of the day. Un-
less one wants to revert to the Middle Ages and the days of
witch trials, the devil is out. Only fools, the demented, and
Romaz Catholiss st.ll believs in him.

Unfotiuna‘ely much of this gkepticism, despite its loud
clajms to rationali ty, does nct stand up under logical analysis,
A Persiau idea - so wt? Tha%t has alnost nothing to do with
the truth value of the concept. Those who blandly assums that
it does aie guilty of the genatic fallacy, So the medieval man
and the witch hunter believed in the devil?! Is the concept to
Ye judged by association? Are we to scoff at the devil because
he i1s currently un-Amsrican? Is he pure fentasy bscause we can’t
ruD a chsmicel apnalysis on him? Muck of the simpticisn about the
Infernal %s gheer presudice.

However, it must be admitted that this 1is not always the
“ase. Many devout Christians ere simply unable to see what the
devil has to do with the essentials of Christianity. He does
N0t seem to be anything more than a prop which the play could
¥8ry well do without. Ihy should Christians believe in tae dev-
11?7 This question 1s deserving of our respect. If it cannot be
80gwered sat:sfactorily, there is good ground for ignoring tne
diabolicai,

The devil is the traditional “answer" to Christianity's main
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problem: the existence of evil. Evil is the Christian problem g
par excellence precisely because the Gospel proclaims the exist-
ence of an omnipotent God of love. In the face of injustice and
crime. surrounded by hatred and exploitation, Christianity
asserts the incredible: that a GCod of perfect love rules all,
Morw than anyone else, those who make such a statmment have to
account for evil.

It 1s significant in this connection that there are virtually
ny 014 Testament references to the devil. Tha 014 Testament
ngrer Quite makes love the controlling characteristic in God's
nature, though 4t points in that direction. It is only such an
emphasis that makes the problem of evil terridbly urgent. Juda-
ian knew vaguely that evil had to be accounted ror and made
severa]l attempts: but it was Christienity which was really
forced to come to grips with the protlem. For it was in Christ
that God revealed Himself as love.

To account for evil it is obvicus that Christianity has to
resort to some sort of dualism, Evil exists; a God of love can-
not be its author. If it is not the work of God, then its source
must be located in scme other quarter. The early church cast
about for the guilty party. Marcion suggested that Yahweh was
the author or svil and that Chrtst wgs an altogether different
god, one of love. This solution failed because it destroyed mon-
otheism. The church had no intention of "dumping the baby with ¥
the bath,”™ She s8w the need for a dualiam, dut she had no in-
tention of permitting the destruction of her faiivn in the One
God.

Fvil is not the work of God; it is not self-subsisting.
Therefore, it must be the product of vame or more of the crea-
tures: Who gets the blame? Man is obviously the primary sus-
pect. Fe 18 both free enocugh to rsvolt and bound enough to want
to. He is the creature who is awure of eternity even w:ile he
stands in the slush vi .ime. Is not he the suthor of sin?

The fact of temptation reveals that he is not, To tempt, %0
invite to sin, is 1tself the act of a sinner. It is perfectly
true that man tempts himself and his fellows, but 4{emptation %
does not ultimately originate with him. Ultimately man is tempts
ed to sin from outside himself. FEvil is out there and suggests
itself to him. The human situation is always fraught with temp-
tation: Youth conteins the invitation to arrogasuce and self-re-
lience; old age, the call to disillusiomment and despeir.

Perhaps some one will sugpest that all of this ias merely the
operation of the subconscious. The invitations which seem to
come from the outside really come only from outside the resim of
consciousness. They are really the secret sin "which we cannot
fully understand,” sins committed in the hidden recesses of huméasd
personality, the sins of the subconscious mind. When thease
emerge into the clear light of our consciousness, they seem %0
:0 total strangers; but in reality they are old companions IOV
oid, A

1
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F It is not our purpose to become irvolved in psychological
canplexities. Exactly what goes on in the subconscious the pre-
sent Writer is not comreteat to say. Yat this much an Christian
knows: the subcouscious mind 1s not the author of evil. We do
Lot finally suggest &vil to ourselves at either the conscious or
the subconscious levels. If xz=2n in any area of his personaiity
originetes the invitation to sin, he is evil by nature. That
human nature is essen%ially evil no Christian can adeit. Such
an admission denies both the creation as as act of love and the
sinlessness of the Incarnate God. %God saw everything that he
= had meade, and, behold, it was very good.” Sin is not native to
man, On the contrary, it is a terrible disease, perverting his
nature,
Evil, then, must be the viork of same other creature. Who?
‘Nhat is this other one like? Well, it's clear that he is a being
who enjoys the freedom of decisicn, a respousible being. If that
were not the case, God Fimself would still be the author of sin,
A loving God could not have made the originaicr of evil evil by
nature, Such a creation would have been a cin. The originator
of sin beceme sinful through the exercise of his own free choice.

But what’s this? If the originator of evil was not evil
fran the start, how did he ever came to tempt himself? The will
which tempts is already sinful. e are facte to face with the
seme ob jection that caused us to disjualify mar as responsible
for all sin. It seems both that no one is the tempter and that
some one is,

This thorny paradox is significant precisely because it is
so baffling. Evil loves deception. Its very existecnce depends
on it. It is even self-deceived. It 1s ever manifest, but it
never reveals itselif. Man is not the originator of evil; no one
is. Yet there evil is., This state of affairs does not deny the
existence of the infernal; it simply reveals 1its character. The
originator of evil appears to be both a lover of darkness and
hideously intellipent. Indeed, ohly a consumnate master of ra-
tionality could succeed so perfectly in hiaing himself from sll
ratiCnal investigation., Only faith can penetrate beyond the rea-
tional cover up. Faith knovs that "‘we wrestle not against flesh
and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against
the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places.” The Christian never regards the dev-
11 as a fairy tals, His existence is the only Way in which
Christienity can deal with the terrible rroblam of evil.

Bit what sort ¢f creature is this whose existence Christians
Are compelled to admit? A free creature, rational, monstrously

slever~-that we have already seen. These are the properties of
perscnai’ vy, Only parsons are free and rational. Thus, the dia-
dolical turns out not $o be same inanimate force, sdme evil im-
~ Pulse which operates according to a depraved law. On the con-
trary, evil 1s personal. The assaults of evil ere personal
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attacks, ©u'e are wrestling with a cunning, personal enemy. Yet **
he 18 not just such a person as we. He has no corporal exist-
ence. me is quite beyond any apprehension by our five sences.

Tt is customary to call such a being a "spirit.”

Satan (the name means "adversary™) hed his origin in the cre-
ative activity of God. More than that we do not know; but thet
is enough to tell us that he, like us, is a dependent being. He
is not omnipotent; he is not holy. His is a life of both free-
dom and dependence.

flow, when God gives freedom to His creatures, He also calls
for their trust and love. This could hardly have been different 4
in the case of the devil. The demand made upon him was that he
trust God.

Satan did no such thing. Rather, he fell hopelessly in love
with himself. He found his own excellence, the glory of his owm
being, so satisfying that he willed to be the Ultimate. How
could he admit the existence of any other god than himself? How-
ever, the desires of the devil did not alter the Will of GCod.
God created Lim, rrd thus he was a dependent being whether he
liked it or not. In willing to be the ultimate Satan only start-
ed a war ageainst his own nature. Here is eternnl misery. Here
we can catch a glimpse of "the pains of hell.” He who lovea hi=-
self so well only devastates his own nature. He cannot be what
he would be and will not be what he can be. Endless despairt

Tt is eminently true of the devil that "misery loves compe-
ny.” The inventer of sin is an appallingly unheppy pereon. He
forever suffers the excrucisting paings of frustration, despair,
and wounded pride. It is especially galling to the infernal one
that man can still love God and thereby add to the Satanic re-
jection, humiliation, and defeat. The devil can do nothing to
@2 in power over heaven; but at least he csn hope to escape re-
jection at the hends of man. With a zeel bormn of his insatiable
luat for power, Satan works to kill any love or trust man might
have for his lord; for the revolt is Satan's creetion, his pro-
gram. Those who embrace it are automatically his followers, and
that is at least some consolation. The lord of hell plots to
lead the sons of God into the realms of despair.

The first battle in this war was an unqualified =ucecess for
the devil. Indeed, the victory was so complete that it sometimes
seems that the whole war is lost. All men are sinners. The dev-
11 hes successfully enthroned himself as ™prince of this world.”

The devil tries to use his initial victory over man against
God. Ve is called our "adversary.” Richardson points out in his
Theologicel 'Tord Book of the Bible that the term is a legel one

in Fiblicel usafe. It 18 the title of the accuser et a trial.
Sat2n ie our accuser before Cod. Pointing to our sina, he ap-
peals to God's justice and holinees ageinst the divine love. If
he were successful in this, he would be triumphant over the will
of God; but he is not. God's justice is love. In the "fulness
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of time"” God himself ceme into the world and as one of us suf-
fered the death "which we for our sins have deserved.” The
holiness of God can never be separated from His love. His
justice is mercy. In Christ God rebuked our accuser and offered
us a way of escape from his power, We need go no further. For
the Christiaen, the final fact ebout the devil is his defeat.
From all of this, it is Juite obvious that the fiend has a
great deal to do with our relationship to God. He pleys one of
the central roles in that grest struggle of personalities which
has resulted in men's redeuption. This throws a rather strange
light on modern theology's general failure to produce a doctrine
of the devil. We have before us the spectacle of theologians
fascineted with effects of the disease (fear, despair, etc.)
but without eny apparent interest in its nature. This is passing
strange! It's haerd to avoid the conclusion that there is a theo-
logical prejudice against metaphysics and in favor of psychology.
In any case, there is a widely spread opinion to the effect that
psychology deals with personalities while metaphysics is con-
cerned only with abstractions. It is easy to see how this feel-
ing could furnish the foundation for a theological antipathy to
metaphysics. Christianity is undoubtedly en effair of personsl
relaetionships. Impersonal abstractions cen have little place in
its teaching. Metaphysics is impersonal; ergo .... one need only
look at the doctrine of the devil to see the absurdity of all
ttis. Here we are in the realm of metaphysics, and it is pre-
cisely this doctrine vhich shows sin to be a clash of will, a
personal conflict. Again, this doctrine reveels Christ's re-
deening work as a personal strugglo. Contrary to the current
assumptions, metaphysics is intensely personal. Now we do not
propose that theologlians develop en obsession for the devil, but
we do suggest that it's high time to stop ignoring him.

x ok ¥ X

More and more of late the present writer finds himself in the
role of devil's advocate. He doesn't know quite how this happens
end hopes that it has no sinister significance.
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HOY ARE THE ANGELS DOING?

One of the major problems
facing all ministers is the
solution to the age 0ld problem,
"How many angels can stand on
the head of a pin?" This neo-
Pbyte ceannot yet give a good
answer to this probleam, but he
can tell you that Mt. Airy's
own angels are flying high,
well on the road towsrd abterth
in the playoff. To date they
are sporting a record of eight
victories end four defeats.
With four gmues remaining, they
are in a tie for third place.
The league standing is as
follows:

Team

1. FHRope

2. Good Shepherd

3. Advocate

4, Angels

5. Ascension

6. Muhlenberg

7. Trinity

8. St. Paul's, Olney

9. Redemption
10. St. Peul's, Cheltenham
11, Messiah
12. Faith

The ¥t. Airy leading scorers
have amassed inditvihml sverages
as follows:

1 Games Total Average
1. spd ~ 12 173 T14.4
2. ebert 12 86 7.2
3. Sclmidt 12 86 7.2
4. Malker 11 58 5.3
5. Henne 6 29 4.8

Flesht Mt. Airy's chanpces

for the title have greatly im-
proved since the arrivel of John
Rulsar, a transfer studect with
intercollegiate experience at
Williems College.

--Ray Wolfert

ROVING REPORTER FINDS FUN,
00D AT ¥ (01059

Tuesday, February 2, sew
the faculty holding an "open
house” for the middler class
at the Steimle residence. The
roving reporter's roving eye
caught the following:

After being greetad at the
door by Dr. Steimle and de-
positing our coats on the
second floor, we were on our
own...Every roan had its omn
group, but no group stayed
"fixed" for long...At first
Mrs, Tappert and ¥rs. Dober-
stein officiated at the tea
and coffee pots in the dining
roam...Provided were plenty
of hors dtoeuvres, cookies
and eske... In one roam Dr.
and Mrs. Bagger, Dr. Seltzer,
Mr. and ¥rs. Borneman, and Dr.
Snyder were joking with a
group of students., It re-
minded one of "Can You Top
This?"...The living roar pre-
sented just the opposite type
of scene. Here Dr. Tappert,
Dr. Doberstein and some
students were engaged in whet
eppetired to be "serious bus-
iness.”...In the foyer stood
several students with Dr.
Steimle. They seemed to be
ribbing Gordon "this is
businessa™ Joyce about some-
thing....Filled our plate
again, and returned the empty
to the kitchen where Mrs.
Heinecken and Mrs. Steimnle
were doing dishes...Bade
goodnight to Dr. and Mrs.
Steimle and headed toward the
dom....Interesting evening.
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Lucated at Wister Street
Sixty fifzh, and Yyncote
Avenue, the church is asasily
reached by e 23 trcliley and
the 52 4roiley from Chelten
Avenue,

This i§ the seme place that
tne benguet was held last year
and «f the meaeuwy pivspec
tive pln . es juvestigated by
the coznitiee, Advocete ssemed
for many reasons to he the
most 3dasirable

A different caterer has
been obtained; and the pro
gram committee 13 hard at
work planning en interesting
and different~type progrem.
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Tuesdny, February 23: Dr.
Heinerxen will answer juestions
concerning the topic "What
Makes a Lutheren?" Dr, and
¥Mrs. Heipecken heve invited
D& Cclud %0 meet at thelir home
for this “guestiom box"
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held early im April.
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time will tell whether this
rumor is correct
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COING SOON

Tre annual regional confer-
erce of the Interseminary ¥ove-
ment will be held at the Re-
formed Seminary in Lancaster. A
Romen Catholic theologlian and a
Reformed theologian will be the
main speakers on the theame,

"The ¥Yinistry and the Sacraments
of the “hurch."This is s three
day conference beginning Feb, 25,
It will be climexed, on the
liphter side, by e tour of Len-
cester end » visit to the Amish
area. The conferences usually
ere interesting and stimulating,
so meke plens to attend this one.

‘oyer
Continued from page 6)

Finally, we are reguested &
co-operate with the waiters
after meals, especially after
breakfast and lunch when many
of them must rush to get to
class. -=Lonald Moyer

LETTER TO THE EDITOR -

Lear Editor,

I haven't been here on cam-
rus very long, but already 1
have decided that I don't like
everything T see. And most
of the things I don't like ere
really little things, Some-
times, of course, 1little
things “~ve big meanings.
be thete 0. I don't know,

Wey-

One 1ing that stands out
is the ck of consideration
for ot*~~s. This showsup in
dress : actions during meals.
One fe’ wore e flannel shir
to Sunc¢ .} dinner a while
ago., I ppose that's o. k.,
but that sarticuler Sunday,

guests included a Mother, a
Sister, a Brother, a Girl
Friend, and a Vife, ell im-
portant people to members of
our community,

What they thought I don't
know, But I know what I
think. The coatless fellows
show either a leck of consider
ation or else a lack of the
social proprieties. Not to
dress properly is either a
sign of (1) laziness (%)
unmannerliness, or (3) @0~
centricity.

Oh well, It's been good
to get this off my chest.
Maybe I¢11l write egain SOxe® ¢

tine,
Fhilip



