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" And he cWte out, om ,: nt, o� was his custat. 
to the !OWlt of Olives; aod the aisciples 
follov d hie.... d he i dre, fro:n t!.Em about 

stone's thro, nd kn lt  dO\ n c.nd preyed. 
· F th r. if thou ert v illln , re:r.ove this cup 
f1-or.1 me; nevertb less not my \,111. but th ne 
e donP..... nd ei in an egon. he pr� ed 

more e&rne stly; and hit swe!\t eceme like 
g:rent drops or blood tnlllt:8 do\.'Il upon the 
ground." (Luke 22: 39,4l p42,44) 
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LU'l'HER'S HILL 

G. Deve.saheyem 

e Andhra Evangelical lutheren Church in India, one of the 
deughter churches of the r.L.C.A., ns� ner only Seminary in 
Re.j1J.hro .. .1dry, the center of Andhre culture ':ind literature. '!be 
<"eminecy stands on "Lutherp:iri" (Luther's Hill), an elevated 
stretch of fort) serfs of land overlooking the Godsvari River­
one of the seven s�cred r iver& of India. The� inery is 
e-enerelly known as the Lutreren Theolopicsl College. 

Th� two-storied �eminsry bui lOing has six cl11s s rooms on the 
first floor, And e chapel �nd librery on the se nd floor. 
Res!.ctenees for three mi ssionaries end four Indian faculty msu­
bers "re provided on the c!.mpus. In addition, there is s dol'-

i�ory for thirty fl'Smily students, end twelve blocks for sixty 
more students wtth fe:nilies. Tbe dolillitory is u�ed by the theo­
lor.icol students tr eining for the gospel ministry, eoo the 
twelve blocks fl re for the Junior Sible Class students. '!be let­
ter studentfl trRi:1 two yeP.rs in order to become either te8cher• 
cetechi ts, c"techists, or evangelists. There are also two hos­
tel� on the campus for the un:uerried st,udents. 

'l'he m�jority of ttle stud�nts are m rried, �ud most heve chil­
dren. Hence, to meet the im."'lediete needs of the r iner/ femily 
on the c •:npus, there 1 � e d iepens ry ( "Films Levine 'J erner In­
fi nnary"), s kinder rden, anc'I en ehmentacy �chool which con­
ducts clAsses up to the fifth grede for epproximotely 200 fS11i­
nary children. 

A 1 rpe well on the ce-npus suppli�s w:-iter for the f inery. 
efor,.. trf" recent floods, it produced e sca.nty water suppl y, and 

therefor� rrtioninr, wes r utr • 
r 1.nce 1915, he c: in ry hf'l.s been offering to }'l 1gh school 

reduates � thr e yee.r theolop;ic8l course es preparation for the 
mini�try. in 1939, a class for college p:redue.tes, leading to 
the echelor of iv1nity degree, v;es started. In July, 1953, 
thir p_;radurte d,..portmiant W8S t:t't'l.nster1·ed to Medres "Gurukul", anc 
is  known � s the "lutherRn F e.rAtion Theological end Research 
College"- �ennt 4'or all Luther8n Churches in India. 

�e wiv�s of the f innry students t'lre expected to pursue the 
co�rs es or Chri�tie.n tmining. Educ�tione.lly qu�lified wives 
take the t; o yeer course J ePdinp. to s Junior P.ible Cle.�s diplan&• 
'nl" lec,s q_url1f1ed wives tAke e t\-o to three y r course which 
concists of Old end !ew Test�ent, Life of Christ, catechia:i, 

ee.lth, Chr1st�an H<7.ne, reedle o:k, Singinf, end practtce.l even•• 



,, ,I 

gel.. st c te ch1ng o In addJ ::.on 5 an :..dult 1 teracy Class s c en 
ducted for the l te=-ste 1ve�o iir.cu: ty •,1!.ves render fr e teach 
1 ng serv c s 1 tr. is cor.n"!ct O!l o 

The f bery b!gins l t.!.> dcy ,:1th 1.te Chv Service �very 
morningo Reg.,la r ev eninp, fc.."!lily pro ye rs c.nd mid week prayer ser­
vices a re Plso h�ld 9 and twice a month, meetings are �onducted by 
the Lutr.er League, tie Student C hru:tian !,!ovenentr an6. the 
·•crnen· s Associt.t ori. t!.oreover. once a week� both m n and \·o:nel'l 
go to the surrounding Vl lluge� to preach the Go!:'pel o 

The [ inary Fu.'lllly rupports out of its Sunduy f ervice offer 
• ings the church wri<: which is curried out in six village c-on 

grep,at1on s, including one for lepers o 

I would ce doing in.Justice to tile � i:-:t o the mission or 
the article lf I fail to menti on nn 1.mportaL.t f<>ct c bout th 
Se:ninacy ch1ldreo--t'tie hope of our Church o :·fot having fac11-
i tie$ for gaiie� 9 they run up en a do\:n t e sta1 r case of the 
Se'.'l1n"ry bu 1ld1ng, a nd at t11ner are badly inJured o A small g ift 
of $100 from any indi v1duol or l;)ody v,ould en"1 le the c:e:r.1nory 
fomily to t el ther a see-saw or rnl f a dozen swings for the 
kids, 

* * * 

SANFORIZED EFFORTS WI'IH �RINKING 
POSSIBILITIES IN !SSE lCE -VALID:. 

The rollow1ng poe::l orovoi<ed intunute e .. rnr..inution: ••••• 

The Chinese is a c11r1ouR bird. 

,-

1,e muse'- on things tbrlt occurred 
�bout '.3000 yea rs Qf(.O. 

And on th• endlefs ebb and flO\, 
Of c 11 the countle!"s tides of "!len; 
Then �ay�: '','hr t l'IE\S � Wi.ll b� t goino 
Give the bird• e-nest soup enoth�r stirt 
Todr-y s fr1encl. i s  tomorrow·s foe, 
T0u1orrow s virtue 1nay e vice 
In �o:r.e �ix hundred yecrs or sc--
fo whnt t he heck--Pleose pass the rice. 

(Dublin Opinion, Eire) 

An in tun, te exe::nin:1tion provoked the rolJ.mt1:1t: • • •• • 



''Build en maginery ca.·tle, and then 1ve in e hut": 
No cont!nt ond o erf ow �f �pe�ch• 
;ome convtrsetion reveals tne l e,,b. 

Str"ss v-orthy deals plus forms end �th1cs i 

�•atun• :::ust �trugp.le with e tural1i::ts 
Economy;s s�lvat1on 1er in Ecor.anists. 

rsue mut�.y N etzscne and Zarothustre 
u .1.nds devoured by warts end scu:n 
God:,- ot rtone "'nd :rnck prove the1 r ruo. 

conceive Cnristicnity es for th• ���tch•d w�?k; 
Foo s clo.5:nt'y fa1 ths es ste : 
Alest Fr<7.!l hors s co�e post�Ro 

Contamplat", sp�culate, menipulnt muscleE of the br31n; 
:u�p ess .. ons or" dripped out by t\ sted souls. 
Ore3t truths ,. l_ always seek b�tter mold3 c 

Ar• he v n "nd h 1 e!'lveloped 1n oth�r <'\...mens:ions? 
Byrd •7plore into �arthly l �!tntions· 
'e-:1 len d geniuses . ave pseudo er etions o 

li'enAtics ond monks mfe f'ro:n vbl p-pt ons and c1ns: 
Ec:stetic �0111s spi • wildly ! ro:n plains to spher s. 
c-a utes and screams gn'iw at th� scars of feur�. 

Cr�tu ·i-.s J rser thPn cng•ls chose bet,re n God ond r,od; 
' !'licke d forkee ton@'\1 end men•s fall into mire: 

'' 11 len1 �f v.111 cho enched freed� s desireo 

"artyrs fell tc - 1r kne-"s in pr-:J.y :r, 
�cm fl esh end agony did renp� 

foul� in e.ngu..ish not �l , ys s o  fa 1 r s 

Bo�i s lef� over loade� to a heap. 

H� 1no OS�f h1R l fe so che�1sh 
For the God of Every Directio n; 

.�ey r•e.ch forth his hand while pe r1.sh�d 0 

To find his Et�rnel Resu rr ction o 

"Ha .. l P Thou K1� of Victory o " 

'I 1 1  am !I. Ri ttberger 



SE.\f mARY OPSERVES Fl\S ACHT 
�'ITH 3<: I TS, FOOD I SO !CS 

THE EXIT 01'' Th"E CA• -CAI! 

Ascem: 1011 Churc:h tc s��nt 
Y�S a den of lauphter o� Tuos­
de.y , M'\ rch 2 ,  when ti e 3oc1al 
CO'-":lit tee end the Wives'  C l1J 

S?On�o red a Fns t  Necht $oc i�l 
for t�1e studer t body , \, ives , 
frier.ds , fucul ty , nnd f:taf f . 

The jun ior� ste cd or. 1 1 -
::mle C3n-cer, , a � :1t o:1 ir.e of 
a \lOc:un prepnrinp fo r c.ete , 
( done y Ernie r chr itt ) ,  end 
ir�personat lor s by C rl �·/ec.ver. 

The midd le r  h.o -scer.e sk it  
portrayec"; high en d lo\: chu rch­
r.ien mef'tir � to preµi re · r•1 

i:;ervice boor: , c.nd th e "Deeth 
or I eo le ..:, Clroucker . " 

"A Doy in  th e  l i fe of  a 
1'\rried S ennno. rian" 110 s the 
appropriate t i t le of the Wives ' 
Clu sk i t .  Th e �,i ve s  or,d 
their hiisr··: ds , 'lnd eis sorted 

.,._b Bcholo rs" ce ricutu re<! the 

5 

hane life or tte 1M!.rri ed stu­
dent , �cd i�cluded ort )els 
of tr e .,er, ino:-y fc culty end 

edn: 1Listr  tion . 
Concl udi ne the ! est1v1 ties 

wus a .r.ore seriou� no t� , • .. ,.en 
u ,.. roup of sen io rs sang four 
choral select ions unaer th 
direct i on of Peul S t ro ckt i1.e .  

P � -show er tertr 11�-:nt 1m., 

p rov ided t ;· � e corn:u•u. i t. ' s 
o\,n or.cl-- �u itor , pi  r(; , 
��njo , one "b�ss f1dd 1� . �  

P.E:fo tl.e f irs t cct , a 
Fr ?nch rue icier. nt�µd He�r1 

ruvin w�s str 1 ped into A 

s t r',l i;,lt- jecket to perfor.?. !, i s  
f�ous e:;co;.,e t :·1 ck . '" y  tl e 
show ' s  end , he �e!; .,ull t ry­
inf to 1,e rfor:c . 

'nlis  t'ine ever,i r.c of fun 
shoul:1 1.,ceec set tl.e i:a ttern 
for ore .ociol ever.ts of th is 
k ind . ven tho coffee -.: s aoc . •  
" word of epprec ie t ion , then , 
1 ,,  due to ,;l J-o �terson e.:1! � 1r 
ca mittee for tu is ver) �tr c­
t iv e  even ir�£ . 
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nIE STAFF 

Kenneth Sh1 k ,  Editor, 
Ray Best p Alex Black s John 
Scherch, Fred Atman, James 
Harriso n, Don B rovin, A: 
Potte r ,  l>eul Bosch , �arion 
Hinman. 

Publ ished soven times th 
school ye r by the Student 
-Pody of the l uthe ren "'heolog­
Se:ninary The Boe rd or S t u  
d n t  Pu licetions end P lic­
ity . Subscript ion price -­
tl:enty !'ive cents per issue , 
on dolJ�: end t,enty five 
centc for t�e schoo l year Ad 
dress s '  c r1pt101 s to TH! 

' I  �AR , 730! Gennan O\/T 
vt> , Philede lphia_�9 !..Pe . / 

,. ZIEBER R • TO CA."IPOS 1 

RECEIVES S'roDEm'OVA'l'IOU --

6 

Afte e lonp. a sence end 
�erious i llness ,  re uir  n� a 
�ejor opern tion, r .  El�er E .  
Zier.er , studen s •  frien , 1n ­
strJctor in voice r end d irect o r  
of the cho 1 r • hes returned to 
h 1 ::;  campus ".1o:ne . 

A.-nees11re of the h 1p.h reFerd 
nd esteem the ctudent body 

holds tor •r. "Z" ,,as sho,m 
when uron h1E f1 �st meal in 
the ret'ec tory , he was greeted 
by e st�nding ovation and sus­
ta1 n3d apple use 0 

After spending a total or 
2e days in the hospital, ·r. 
Z�Pber bPS been recu pe r  ting 
tor three vreekE-: at the home o r  

RS o BLAC. 00D TO ADDRESS 
�:--CUES�ON 'mURSDAY 

'ives of f-tudents r� ,ast­
ern E apt iRt and West:n1nister 
Presl>yte rinn Se:ninories , 11 
join the j ves ' C lub this Tou:-s 
duy eveninr to hear .• rs . Andret 
to  l eck\1oo d ,  eu thor of The 
Pastor- s are . Fo l lov,ing !rs, 
B lack\,ood 'sadd rcss end in­
fonnel d 1  scuss ion, refreshmer.ts 
rill be served. 

On Tuesdc.y evening, March �: 
.. r s .  h lbur Zie er, Pres ident 
of the 110:nen • s .,Hss1onary Zoci 
ety of the Hnister um, :ill 1 
the speaker. �rs . Zieger will 
d 1scufis " 'iomen ; .. iork 1n the 
Churcll o " 

The nev. officers of t he 
c!.ub s e lected at he erch 9 
meeting, are planning e s;u re 
dance for the Senior .1:-"ere iell 
Par y tut as yet, no ante bes 
been set for this event. 

These nev. officp-s ·. nclude 
Pres 0 He .en �lank 
1 st. V P Q ,\o. ,. _on H1mien 
2nd. v .. P. �  Chris Heverset 
T.,.eas . l'velyr. I!eilstie· 

I t  1s hoped that Irene DeVl! 
('Mrs . H 111 em ) , to r.ner m�ber 
of the aves • C lub, will v1si• 
the c lub ehrly in Apri l  to dis 
cuss her experiences ofter 
almost cne year of persona ·e 
l ife . 

- 1ar1on Hinman 

friends, the Luther Yeegers, 
i n  Flee t�:oocl ,  Pa . Here, to0, 

he wo� under constant core, 
and hod the service s of two 
doctors ona two nurses . 

� r., Zieber expects to re; � 
sume teach111tt; h is classes 8 
au early date. 



ANDF.RSON MT AIRY JUNIOR --------------------
ACC PANUS LATOURE'I"l'E ON TOUR -----

�ine countries 1 n  four 
months! That ' s  the plan of 
George Anderson , o member of 
the junio r c lass. 

George a f.rcduete of Yale 
Un1ve rs i ty s left . t .  A i ry on 
M rch 4 f to meiat Dr .  Kenneth 
Sco tt Latouret te i n  New York , 

' frcr.i the re ,  the two men flew 
to Demark for t.lie f 1 rst stop 
on thei r  journeyo 

Dr.  I otou .. t_te , retired pro­
fessor of ' is sions and Oriental 
H is tory at Berkeley Colle e ,  
Yale Un1vers1ty , and an i nter­
n t ionally kno\ln v ri ter end 
lec turer .  zas George ' s scho­
lastic  adviser et Berkeley . 

Then George retu rned to 
colle e in 1952 , afte r a sum­
:ner o: \'Ork i ng 1r. o London 
boy 1 s c lub , h e  :remarked to Dr. 
Latourette thl.lt he �. o ld enjoy 
enother visit  al road . 

Proi'essor Latourette kept 
this in �ind ocd rscalled the 
re:nari< when he \/OS oskea to o 
on a European lecture tour ;  h e  
not ified George o f  tl e tour.  
and asked h im to accom Bny bL�.  
Afte .. consul ting � 1 th the 
fucul ty end ec!.7.inis t rat ion of 
the seminary , Georp,e eage .. ly 
consented to puck r. i s  begs end 
travel .  

r, 

The men will  c ross  the ocean 
by plane , both m:,s s und expect 

' to visit  Derrnark , Germany r 
Finland , S eden, Scotland , 

Norway ,  Ei:.P-lend , Belgu l."11 5 end 
t'ra.nce . 

.,,.. 

'lh1le on compus , George 
completed n semei::ters wo d: , e-x­
cept h i s  finul exo:ns which he  
W 1ll take in eptember 

--Don B rav in 

HEYER FOND FAR FRO& GOAL 

As of :a�ch lO r onl) �274 .30 
of he . 1�posed goal of 400 
had been ra1�ed in the Heyer 
Co::i.�is sion fund drive for r:ood 
rel ief 1n Ind ia .  This 1s only 
e proximctely 70fo of tr.e de­
s i red goal , and according to 
reports received by tee drive 
chainnan , only 60'."' of the :i:en 
heve contributed. 

A break-down f by halls , ac­
cording to figures repo rted to 
the chu irn:Bn, show the follo\ • 
ing p�rc�ntP.ge of men contrib­
uting in each �all · A Hell 0% 
B ;  5°'; C 88%; D ,  9�. E,  Oi; 
F, 100�, G, SQ%; North, 88�, 
Grad , 100%; Hagan, 04,Z; �:crri ed 
�en,  Soi 

The d rlve hos een e�tended , 
and the solict •ors ere contin­
u ng to contact men. Hopes ere 
still h1eh tbr t t he entire go&1 

:ill  be met . 

HARRISON EL�TED TO SADTLER 
FEU.OWSH IP POST 

By vote of  th:  faculty , the 
Benje.inn Sedtler r e:norial fell­
O\,Ship for 1954-55 ho5 be:e 

ct:arded to J 8!!1es A. Ht1rr1son. 
Th is a· .. ard ce.rrie9 e st ipend 
ade�unte to provide for t�e 
neces�ary eipenses or e year' s 
study . 

M r . Hcrr1son plans to en­
roll for t he regular duatf" 
school curriculu:r. here iu the 
t 11 und to cont inue studies 
et the Universit:, of Penns:, l­
von10. He . will begin work on 
h i s  M • A. aee;ree the:-e th s 
sum.'ller in c.e fi ld of koericon 
civi lizat ion • 

.. . 
• * 



F'EAD FOR LAY-OFFS 

The Angels � re �till flying 
hl�h At this writinp , they 
h ve r cord ot en victories 
nd !our defen s in leae e co� 

pe�ition p and en over all rec 
ord of 2 v ictor es and s x 
lefeat 

They e re  :'1 rmly entrenched 
lil fourth p ace in the lea�e , 
nd have ut t\.O �•ai:es rem3 n-

1 np S hould they llin one of 
the se , thAy r1 l l  be assured or 
a SJX)t ln the lecrue ple�-orrs 

ssuminp t��t they do ad­
vcnce into the play offs their 
st1 ffes ccr-.pet it on should 
ccr. !ro:n the t sponsored �Y 
ope Church Tr l s  1 �  a ta ll  

pood shoot . uad .�o prev 
1ous_,  d feeted the femine ry by 
sever poin s Inesmuch a s  the 
t tle gttnes will be played on 
e:io he- rn,, ... ♦ "'-e :ru l'l- " a rger 

8 

t. s hei ht sho ul d  not rov• 
en in urmoun , le r ctor. 

The terun �reatly stren tb 
enea by John Kul ar . should 
fore · u 1 t  we l n the remain 
.lDf g n es Y.ulsar has proved 
to e a '1'.0od r loor :nan and en 
excellent rebou c.er .  Bes.de� 
he has ereatly c:. id n the 
intanp1 le department, nt:mely 
te'.lm s p1ri t 

or spe ciel i nterest: In 
his lest g e before d pertin 
on h Europe,m tour p Geo :-e 
Anderson l n d  ;u 1 e a ni(;ht ror 
hire self e ' ftcr f'.O ne scorele!! 
for he f1 rat t\ el ve games , 
Geo rge went  ,ti ld n h o l�th, 
and �core nine points to belt 
the Angels def at Tnni ty y 

h rtr -so:ne points . It s e 
shace George le f his shoot · 
and spirlt ui 11 e ereatly 
m1 ss during he f nal games 

q£; , • ''>ltt-rt 

MO,,T0 9F f A S T  3E.RVJCE : 11M'f CUP RuNNE TH 

\ ( I ·-, O V E R  "- PS .)( X I I I  

� 't.'.? c__. '"l, iL� 1 • •• .' I I 

7i �
-;'\ 

I - �� ri�c C/  <-? 
�, BE: TJ..E Sos�H i N  Ac;TloN 



I.ETr:-:H � • PHil ll 

D er di.tor: 

I m not r ally o chroni c  
ca:iplaincr p ond th As letter 1s 
mo re o f  a uery then a c 
plaint a�y��Y I d  j ust 1 ke 
to kno" l r on yon e s aware of 
the fire hazard exi ting in 

· the dorms why sox:.e fe llo·.vs 
have candle s u rn i ng oll the 
time 

If the f tr inspectors ever 
get � ind of th s 1 the S i nary 
uill probahly h ave to shut 
do\.n, end if one or the s 
flame s ver t ips poof Up · ll 

o the uhole plece cundle s 
praye � s  o.d oll 

! m not ovex sure ,me t the 
things mea n One of my f r1e n s 
tellr m th ut a rot' told the 

. , 1ddlers thot , o r1ginal y 
candle s .,,ere hu:- eel to Po se idor, 
the s aod , ogan 1 r  ever 
he re ,.es one 

Ouess L incoln , � rr on , hen 
ie £old you can ' t  fool the 
p,,ople <:orr.e o! tl ese 6UYS 
have certu1nly be en tooled 
Jus t., lnk · � 1 1  thi s  t ime , 
they • ve t>een tl,ink1ng thut 
they re ,,orsh ip:plng God 

hilip 

ii th n the ne xt 
rt rs of h Se. 
Cor.i i tee 1,111 1 gin rec 
r s  rvat ions for the n et 
slate· fo r F ri day . April 30 
at Advocat Church. 

s n pas t ye rs each 
s ior ,11 1  e a 1 o r .. ng 
one uest fr e c-0 f  charge , und 

� 

f 
� 'I' 

f
f 

f 

t 

�,, i ' :t 
... ____ ...:;;;;;...1i _______ _ 

"rom'f <kt,..t ,,.ined to t,� tfi� 
hijhe;r c lwrdw,J.n .x1 .zmpvs ' 

HAPPY B ffiTHDA Y : 

.1 arch 15 
.. urch ... 1 

Dr Seltzer 
Dr. He d 

each of t .e underclcs�en,  too , 
,a 11 be able to ent• rte rn one 
guest i but at a cos t or 1 50. 

Thou i s  s an e 1, 
dete to mok plons ,  the b uet 
.. 111  be held en t e f rst Fri­
do · afte r aster v ca ion so 
the se rron(! ents , 11 l ve 
to be mocie before vecatio 

'l'l e s ak r tonstm ster 
d po rt ions or t e pro r 

111 be revea e the Ap .11 
S nar en . 
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ADAVi AND EVE--Po F .  Bosch • • •  Afte r a Woodcut by Alb recht Durer 
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CCM/.ENTS ON EURIPIDES ELE� AND SARTE S 'lHE FLIES 

Dro �� ortin Jo Heinecken 

�tr day 1s e x  erienc ing u reviva l  U£ interest in ancient 
Greek tragedy . c-01 "O.Tl i tont in ,�.cny w1tr t .. a rebirth of a tr�glc 
sense of 11 fe . Optm J st ic  v1orlc v!e\,S have shattered on world 
events and t he �. -::• .nn g  of e l l  life and h1story 1s genuinely 
threatened. So o:.ce more there 1s a1,prec1e.tic,n of the s i nister ; 
unr .. .l  i. 3ved � esca:;:,cless tragedy of t."le hunen s1 tunt1on. t:. en see 
thenselves helple�sly ground to p i eces bet\,een the upper and the 
nether millst ones . On the one hand there is blind and ruthless 
fate (mo ira ) �  inexoroble and meoninglessr tak ng no uc�ount what­
soever of \': hat i s  El mon ' s  just ctue. On the other hand, man is  
beyond all r;o er  o!' d issuas ion tha.t everyone should eventually 
E;et thet \:!nch in the eyes of all seeing justice he deserves . 
It is th is which ut bottom con.-..tl tutes toe unrelieved trogedy of 
life-- that the s ense of justice is  outraged o There 1 s  c. cos-­
mic tir going on , involving even the gods, between order { Zeus) 
and creativit:> (D1on;sus) � and the tragedy is t hat the one 
devours the otner . Creat ivity is imvossible except ot the price 
of order and as soon as ) OU have order you st ifle creativity. 
Tnis reduces 1teelf aga in to t he problem of justj�e . for 4t 1s 
renlly t the price of JU5t ice that c :.-eativity i�  oour-,ht. Oi.ly 
cecause someone suffers innocently s even if it be the god, is  
creat v ity poss ible0 So P 1�metheus steels the f ire fran hea7en 
for tho benef i t  of mank ind e nc he s its fo:-ever chP 1nec. with the 
vultures gne.vnn� h s entrails . 

Th ere are many facets to this bas te p ?"orlem, but let us seo 
only hou he one 3spect of a Just retribution 1s dealt \,1th in  
Euri pides Electrc. 9 and then let us compare this  with Snrte1 s 
ethcist1c , ex1btentiulist treatment of the same t� .e. 

Tt i s  1 s  the story as told by Euripides o In tte back round 
ere the events of the ·rroJ en vinr o Age:nemnon and M enel0us hed 
me �r ied sisters� Clytemnestra ond Hslen. Paris of Troy had 
been promised the most eouti ful \'loman in the ,-;orld b) the od­
dess Aphrodite s o nd he hA<i subse;uentlysuccessfully lured Helen 
a,,ay f rou: her law.f'ul spouse. Then uhen Agememnon had set sail 
to redress this \1rong he hod sacrificed his own dauehter s 
Iphigeni a s  i n  o rder to n�ke the winds p rop itious Th i s  had set 
stirr ing in the hee.rt of Cl)'ter. nestro f the mother, deep and b it­
ter feeli ngs of resent�entr for she wes not persuaded that 
,'\g�e:nnon' s mot i ves Here al together disinterested . There are 
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i:1  1� ,, ion"' o! -. r_,  e t f0ir • i tl' f'e len . So w11 i l e  Agamemnon is at 
the -� ,.. he APe-�ld story or t. e o · �ex t door recu rs acd 
APPis l-,eus sedu ces tr e not too unui l l inr. Cly temnestr't--on which 
fu;i ides  ,- s  Flectrn ( dP.U ter o f  Ap.a:n .n on end C lytt lllestra) 
co-n�n : " •nr •: .an th" cul tivates her o eauty when l'er �usbend 
ts  n r  �ro� hoo:e �·ou cen \-;r i  e eovm n s  a ,. nton . There is no 
nee �o r � 0 .,. o J i  cpl a: c fa ce n.ede fe i r un le s she i� lookin11 
fo- tome o: ic:crie f. " ( p . 35) 

\II'\- Pn A�"·· e!'.: or re u rns r m he , -a rs C l) temn e s  tra :r.urders ht; 
L i Pt, , en d Aeeistheus Ascend� the vuce ted th rone . Orestes , 
t .e son o Agn.., ,e:nnon e ro  Clyt n est r:l , i s  "n i shed to e rar 
cou t ry , ,:r i le Elec r 1�� mar:riad , ,:her the t i'Tle ccnes , to a 

f'::\SC n t  040 •l-,e l�rnd in o ·de r to preve. t her  fran hev inr noble 
ror r,• p,..one o P c ve:1�en!'lce . 

if " +1-) i s  poin 'Eu ripides •  play tep;i The peasent 
ro 'f'.- .,. no li:> .on " re � r  , re�t; � inf o touc" l- t s  un..,. i l lin'" 

b id e , cP.,·ing :  "<:o-oeor.e mi�ht cAll  :'le a fool for tok inf o youn 
M:-\i.een i o rT\Y housi:> one then not touchinf h e r ;  such a mnn 
'llSc�u ,.0"" ,,. fP-""1.ce : tlle nourhty yardstick o r  h i s  01r.n ch"r-
�c p -.. .•· ( • 4 )  hPn Orestes retu rns , seekiup, r et ribut ion , he 
fin-4 " -:1t-ctr::1 l ivinr only !'or the scme purr,ose . The opport\!.TlitY 

rese� s i �elf And ��i le Aeri stheus i s  en�o ed in s acrifice 
L P:1c ir ... o insure th r rotec ion ae-e inst e ther Avenger, 
O re�tes s l'lys him and n lfo h is o,.n mother who h s een lured to , 
t e r,P.esnn • s hut un�0r preteY.t o f  se einp her non-existent 
r:-an ch i ld ,  A lL re ••rhich no oth r• s heart could res i s t  • 

.. o·v he t one deed 01' perfidy has e en ovenced the chorus 
,. "'l '" :  """ere i s  a tred i tion • • •  thot t e sun turned h is olden 
c , .,ti:>"""Ce Find .. Ef",oved frcn ).. is :·:al"""l s tat ion ecau f e  of htene.r. 
•.r.:r ppi�e0s , !'o- he seke of ... o rtel justice.  Tr ese t• les that 
" q'•e ..,en fer-:· "re to h P  �dvnn tere of reli ,ion.  Put you re­
.,,�h P ri,d therr. not,  "vtl-,er of tl'e rlorious po i ,. , •11h en you slew 
:·our "us nnd . "  ( p .  25) Pnd F l ectl'fi exul ts : "J ust ice thct sees 
:1 1 1 , :ou h:-1ve c�e A t  htt • • •  "R e  dRnned , un�..ispec t int: too l ;  ro r 
yo 11r sins , ,, ich t ur,i, hns d iscovered , you hnve p o id the penalty, 
1 et no fl>V i l doer think , i f  he h 9 s  run the last lop \le l l, that 
l-, e h a "  ou r-Jn :ui:,t ice : let h im  first come to th e fina l ... ark 
" n  roul"d tl-,e poe.l of l ife ." ( p .  31) 

'ever �eles s ,  the co�e i� not ro one-�id ed . C lytemnestra 
M i  l "'r r,.i "H rce too , ecau se  or the t,o b r ices her spou�e had 
-:-ou�l-, into the houc:e . t' e i  ther car she for�et what t e hed done 
o hP.r rl nu,:-:hter . "'!'here he st retclied rr, • I ph igen ia over the fi� 

:-nd � l i t  her v.t. i e tl roP.t • • • •  'fJo::-:en are s i l ly ,  of course ,  I do 
:10 C P  v i t .  "'hat e in11 the c s e ,  sihen the t.u s  A nd  s trays and 

Pc;lec•s r i� !'"� ot •011e, tl.P. wife is  upt to irr, i tet e her ht..sbaLt! 
a?"d  o C C!U i �• "�O er fri end . r..en people glow ,.-i th indirnAt1o:; 
:-l our con uc ; bu tl"e "US and r  wh o a re rea l ly responsir.le , are 
no+;. c-1 • 1c 1 zed � al l , "  ( p . 34) tht: s rev eAl inp thet the double 
s•onc1P. � f.ounc AS l i ttle favor U. en :,i �  nov• . nut sgoin Electra 



counter accuf' e e . "If e �an corrupts another c w1 re \ i tr secret 
da Hane and t.'1en 1 s  forced to mnrry h er r  l t h1r1 jl" D0\'1 thct 
he 1s a poor fool i f  he t h i nks she ·.i ll �s sess ch st 1ty 1n b ... s 
house t:h n she did not w i th her .!'i nt hu'-'band. o"{ :9 030)" 0 0You 
destroyed th e breve�t  man o f  he llc s and rou bold out the pre 
t�nf'e th a t  ,ot: k 11 -.:i your husbond for th sak of your ch i ldt 
People do no t }:no .. you 011 ell as I o o Your lover was not ex1led p 

thouch yr,ur son aso Your lover - 8  not �lo in  1 H&S o Yes , 
though I am alive h bus in fli cted on m double �y Z i fter s 

.. death o If b ... ood for b l ood l s  th law p <;hen must I end ; ou r son , 
Crest s kUl you to aveng our fathero ! f  your conduct ,,·n s 
riellt t re n th i r  mu!"t b �  n gh t o You -,..-1. 11 b�  th� bride 1n the 
hous of Had� s of the ::nc n ·.:n r.h v . om  , ou s e pt in •,he world ' s  
li rPt o o oOod g1v,. s ea b h i s  due at  the b1e f'llo tted o "{ pp o35 37)  

r;v n there  the matt r doef not end p but the te ns ion of  the 
tragedy i s  str etcned a notch t i ghter o Mut i c1de i s  r cko1:ed the 
:::.ost fee rful of c rime� am. �a v1.ng p ·r� tr.:. tea it P Orestes and 
El�c't ra  stand grief  u nd con sr.ienc �tri cken · "See , "  ca�t  
the S'� mo. n tlef' about h r r  that 'M• hot d und love • .,.:atter !lO\.lgh 

fo:r tear� my tirother 3nd I am to blemeo i:y anger burn d 
furiously er,n10s t  thl< riy mother s vho •v  me b irth ,  her daughter o" 
( p o39) Lik Coin of old p Q res tef' mu�t fl , " ihet host, ,t:.at 
p4ous �an v 1 1 1  look upon the face of th"! matr icide'?"( p .38) 
" ,o oay will e v�r persuade me that th is oracle 1s � od o" ( p .32) 
Electra larr.ents ; "  :oe 1 s ::::ie , ,..  oe ',/hat dame cun I Join? �.bet 
cie.r r 1age? fh• t husb and u1ll r ce ive me ir. hu: rcaz-r iage bed?" 

(p .38 )  
Once rr.ore th � scre\:S ere tur ned 212d the tregedy be1 g.h tenso 

Co ster a nd Pollux appear ana �yerk t he r Jude;nent : "-he has 
rece 1.V �d just1ce p ou t  · . .h c.t ;iou have done i s  not just .. oYou rous t 
do whut Zeus noo Fn. te ho ve de creed !or you o o  . The dr d 
fur ies . t 1.).::i" cb g-tsc · godd,. �ses ,.111 trundle you ebout p Ii 
lunet1c and e vogab ond ." ( p.40) Th i s  1s the he1ght of treg dy as 
t furies close in to haunt and torture th g.i i lty cc :iscience. 

Put tl-t en, unlike the old r Aeschylus . peer of the trt.ged 1ens P 
Euripides v.�ekens. Electra is .. lowed to r!lorry tt.e noble Pylac.es : 
11/ihen :yo .1 have f ul f  ..... 11 the de st iny de creed t'or ti' i" murd�r P you 
sl: 11 be freed f ro::n thes e  to 11s ond live happy." { ti 41 ) 1'or 
Ores te� , t r.ere is o refuge from the Fur ... e� on th h ill of res 

• re he shnll r-to.nd tr ial be fore u tribunal of th €()Of and 
·her " equ�.l vot,. s �be 11 sot'e you f ro;n th� p nalty of  det. :.h s " 

and Apollos (Loxir 5) f who reolly • re-scribed t!.e :r.u::.'C.er, "v1ill 
take tt. b la:ne •.1por. h1ne lf p" wh1le p 

" i n  the fu ture th is law 
stall b e es tat- l1shed : the de fendant sh :1 e: h uy \·: in i f  the votes 
ar e�ual " (r . 40) 

'nus s ·, f fc1r vs Eur1p ides con f' et  in tbis tan{;led v.eb of 
j •st 1ce o.nd fote o There ere oll th ... n trico t.e compllcadons 

-... t}1t.t reach bflck to tr. " J ea lous vie ing of t,pb rod 1te, Hera e nd 
Athene " nd the choice a mor ta l  muf t moke be t\,een pov:er a�d wisdom 



4 

and a en o .e in c l  B'llent l e· s ev t t ..  t unot er. t' 
Ap. rod . ke p her p r  . se a nd e r  ... a tt thene n ff,-ni!ed 
p r  d t o  tb,:art her.  Pe n ... vrt he lu red r. -:e.y Rnd 

eel, red a wanton b eceuse .. o r  1-t l l  t e nf .. del .1 t es the e s 
ehiey :. 1e reco n i t  on that lo rs ould be thful .  Iph gen., 
m st b.s... e tnu ii.no::-.nt t to .. ns re s e�s i n  a war of 
du� ous J r t ice . Clyt�nnestrq 1 s  thu� w ronge� a nd =ust see 
red r  i:: s .  "et t o \'lrones cannot make o ri,� t .  I-fer  1.ddelity 
and h r ..-urd• r ot' h•r husband r.rnst b fea rru l ly venr,ed und 
l fl!pis th us too :'lUft pr>y just 1ene' ty . 

,nd m e t  of C r• ste r:1 E .. c ... ra? 'lb ro ds th�:nselves cantot 
o c id whethe r o r  no t ,, :r fl! pu l ty . The v o t  s ar� equa l. 
'r'l lFTne $ • r•4 ore , �- l b!!ck upon :.h • frO ds t.nd the n ddl, 
r•�ains inexpl i veh l • e Just c • s t i l l  c ri � out e a i nr-t f nte. 
Eu ri.p id,. !" �ayf: th ... t " th• d reo� (l()dd E s e s ,  i n  r nRUish a t  this 
d •f .. a t ,  ;11 ]  sink into a chr.s::i in th e ee rth • • •  wn i ch she ll be 
a seer d o nicl e �vers•d by :nen. " l p .40 )  Y s ,  i t  wi l l  b e e 
plr c� to \'Jh i ch en go , vainly !:• •king escape f rom  trce•dy . 
Th • not.� , ther fo r • on \'}; ich the treg dy • ds  s sno l l  solace , 
standinr: n c.  i t  rlo es in  eo ntred i c  ion to t."l e foctD . castor end 
Pollu x ro�· : '' . o throu · th spa ces o f  ether j w b et r no a seis 
t.ance to th ose · et 13. re poHuted , but th os to worn pi ety end 
juc:tlc� ere d l, r in l i fe v.e fre f ro:n  the i r  herv� toils e nc. 
pr s• r1r • <-o l et rio on• .,. 1 1  t o  d o  wrone , l et non� voyog 'fi lth 
- •!'l p rjur d .  I a:n a rod that pub l i sh th is  t o  :nortels ," ond the 
fin?. l wo rd s  o f  th chorus c re , " Fu r  wel H The morta l that can 
t'P. r• ·el l , e nd m•et r.o h:>r-d caler.ii ty ,  wi l l  heve hA ppy days." ( ;,,42 

'"ov. l e t  us b ri ef y s e wha t  �e rtre does ·� i th th sam prob-
1 •'.'l . Th,. fa cts  0 r� in the ma in the same , xcept t h: t  ! e rtre 
oictur•f; ri ll th e people of  A rp/)� ple :i � ty fli es 1n retribution 
... o r  th• i r  hr -, inr. '.f. ·"'lffl of J..egis theus 1 e nd C lyt n stro ' s  pert'1dy 
end h"v1np do ne nothlr!R t o  stop 1 t . Instead th�y hied th selVe! 
to the i r b� s A nd •nJoyed th s lves sao st ca ll y whil e th 1r  
k i n" ,. s ein� cl ubbed in  tr.e b oth . As  a esult they fire uow 
P r ,:-,J•cl v: i th re ntanc • 1.11 Clf them s from Clyt  nestre on down, 
li v� cc nEto ntly n e "n c e ,  b i tchy odor of  r pentence ," and so 
' epi ct,h�u� k�•pr th�� un�e r his  thur.ib . T n  add i t ion h hes in­
v•ntf'!d th• fi ct  on that one'"' yee r  th d ad retu rn t.o plcgue tt.e 
l iv ing w1 th th • i r Si ns . " Do  you r.ot know th� d•nd have no r:1ercY7 

Th• i r f'. ri vor:c'°f' rJ re time p r�o : ,  e da"llant , ncou r wi th nd • • • 
ey c n 6"' · us , read ou r ti fl rts , n nd v� e re nei< i n  th pr " �nc! 

o. h • d •ed .'' ( p . 103 ) c:-o , to nnent•c y e l l  th 1 1  ps3st , they 
slob •r 0 1.d vP. low a nd • h inl"! e nd e r.a en �y prey for th.- tyrant. 

1s ir "" rtre i r on rin' 1 t 1 s t  to th story • \\ 1 i ch .. tte to1l 
tor th d isplay of h i s  own vh i lo sophy of d f a n  � . 

Or• st•s 1., c-er re • s  hero .  H• , to o .  1. caugh"t i n  \' e o.  
:f'e t• . " e ,  too , is do<Xn d ;  tangl ed u p  1 n  his dest ny , l ike 8 
hor�� \ l O SI'! bt!lly i s  r i p  ed open a nd  h s l�gs �re ceug t up in 
h1.s  pu t., .  A nd now e � eve rJ st p he t.-n rs h is bowel s out" ( p . �12 )  



But he i s  the only one who da res to defy h i s  lot ena to essert 
himself i n  � i s  f� edo�. Electre h es lived only tor the m� nt 
of v engee nce ; " I  have no use to r ooble �oul s :  whet I need 1s 
en eccanpli ce ." but once the vengeence i s  eccanpl1she, she 
'flfel',ke!lS end the or.e 1 1  tt e p rice t hot Zeu s esks of her if she 
would e sce the furies she i s  mlling to pe. y :  r orse. 

ot so Orestes \  Zeus h i�selt uses ftll bis wiles to ke p h l!'I  
rran ec sert1n timse.1..f 1 b i s  t reedan , " et good to me 1s e 
ca refree :iu rd e r ,  e sh eless , s det� crime , tbet lies l ight es 
thistle--down on th e  mu erer's co nscie nce?" No , be must h ve men 
et his mercy with a g1J il ty co nsc i ecce. �;1 nee , h o  ever , he hes 
::iede me n r e he is h elples s to ch1eve even tin s. This 1R 
"th be ne of odto s ?Xi l{ i ngs. 'lbe bi tt rnec. s  ot knowine :nen ere 
tree." (p.134) to gods u nd kin s must ur:e el l th e i r  vales to mask 
the power of this t reedan t'ran t e ,. ... sea. Both Aegi stbeus end 
Zeus secri tice e ve rythi n fo r order. c�ys Aegi stheu� " I  have 
lived withC1ut love , t.i thout hope ,  even ithout lust , tl. t  I have 
kept order." ( id ) 

Yet ma n•  s freedO!'U gfl!ts th e b etter o r  bo th  £()ds end men. 
"O nce treedcc liehts its b ea con 1n e mLo's  h rt, the gods a re 
pow rler s  c ge inst h im." (p.136) Orest s •  c ry  of defiance i s :  
ityour whole universe 1s not e no ugh  to prove "'� wro ng. You 
e re th� k i n  of oas , king of to ne� end st� rs, king of tne 

• lfev s of the s�o. nut you e re  not the ki n� of mn n."(p.156) The 
assertion of hims lf in b i s  fteedan is the o nly �bsolute �od. 
•r  hev e done !l. deed • • •  and that deed wa s £00d. I rbrll be r it 
on my shoulder u s  a ce rri r et a f rn ::a rri ef the travel r to 
the rarthe-r b ank. And when I beve brought it to th� farther 
bl'!I!k I shell teke stock ot 1 t. The h vie r 1 t 1� to carry , tt e  
b�tter pl�� e a I shall b ; :tor t n c.t bur:ien i s  '11.t r re•c.on. Only 
Y sterdny I . lk d the e4rth bepheza rd ;  thousands O! ro'"ds I 
tremped t.lict b rouc-l1t m nou r , :or th y were other men• a roads, 

Y11 , I tried them ell; •he bculers� trecks alonr the riverside , 
the mule-J'!l tbs in the mou nu ins , end the b road, fla nged h1fh ys 
of t :ie ch .. rioteer • But none l-f the""e ms :n1n • Tod�y I hev 
one pl':. th only , end l eaven knows where 1 t leads. Put it i� & 
path • • •  I am free. B eyo nd anguish. B eyond r mo:s e. Fi"ee. A nd 

t one with my self• "  ( pp.140-1) Yet the play ds with the 
sl: :iek t. ng furi e� flinging tb emselve"' eft.-r h i:n. 

Her th we hcv e th e  probl m of humen ex istence ft nd t 10 

tt pted solution. , the Cine ri compromise ," the t a.u t J C r  wi th 
it• false.1e. s every ns1t1ve soul , the otb'lr e bold defir- nce 
tbe t  doe ... uot succeed in cloe k1 the ottocl es-ness 01 1 1.  
despa i r. 

1'.ier 1& a noth r a :lS'.-: r ,  \' ich t ells of the onl y poss1bl1 ty 
beyond tre.ged� . Anselm was ri ght. lor en infinite guilt only 
the inf inite God Himself ce.n eto ne ,ri th love nd a sufferine 

• th t a re i nfim te. ft i e  only o n  the background of men' s  unend­
ing seercb tor true justice 6 nd the U!l�e nieble feet of bis fl.l ilt 
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that the se in� tnlp,ed · or the cross b comps the t r  e victory, 
es t op t e door to Ute o ut o f  de th ree 1 life out or 

re el dee t • Here v.e move for\,ard n d  not bc'-kvmrd , t h  rou h tbe 
mirac.le o f  atonement and !orF. .. , n e ss 9 th roup.h te-d,.ath of s1:i 
�wallov·ed up by love, r.od 1 s 1r.!'1 ni te ove 5 i n to • he resurrectioo 
of the dead. Here 1s  the rlle and only beyond tr r;edy, r:d here 
alone i s  the rue freedom 1n h 1: "cui s e rv tre e st re nare". 
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PRAYER 

Thou , who did st once wander on e"rtr , 
leo.vinp footrrints Hhich we should fo llow ; 
Thou , ·' o sti l l  from . y h eaven dos look 
do�� upon eacl wande rer, dos strengt hen the 
we.'l ry ,  encourl"r:e tte � e s rond ent , lend b ck 
the e rrin p ,  c .tort ti e strivinr , Thou, ho 
o lso 8t he end of j •s shalt retu rn to judge 
v:h ether �:,.ch �en 1nd1 v1dually hes fol lo·:1ed The e :  
our God P-'"d our Sa vior, let Thy ext :n l e  stand 
cl�.rly e fo re he ey" s of \, r soul to d i �p e rse 
u.� ir iZts ; stren then us tr t un falte ringl y  we 
�ay keep this before our e�e P that we y re­
senbl ing end fol lowine Thee �ay late r f ind the 
,-:ny to the judp-;:ient, fo r 1 t behoove r- ev�ry :nen 
to he rou t to he j udg.ncnt, oh, u t " l oo  
throur.h Tbee to e ro ught t o  !'!tern• 1 !nppt -
n e ss h . rPa!te r with ee. Amen. 

Soren Y.1erk-"ce rd ,  The Gospe l  of �uft'e ring, ( tr. I)Ovid 
ond Lil l ia Swen�on),Augs ur  • Publ i s h in g ,  1948. P •  4. 
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