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" And he camxe out, amd went, as was his custom,
to the Mount of Olives; and the disciples
followed hir,...And he withdrew from than about
a stone's throw, #xd knelt down and prayed,
“Father, if thou ert willing, remove this cugp
from me; nevertheless not my will, but thine
be doce * And being in un agony he prayed
more earnestly; and his sweat beceme like

great drops of blood faliing dovm upon the
ground.” (Luke 22: 39,41,42,44)
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LUTHER®'S HILL
G. Devasahayem

The Andhra Evangelical lLutheran Church in India, one of the
daughter churches of the 17.L.C.A., has ner only Saminary in
Ra jahmuadry, the center of Andhre culture and literature. The ¥
“eminety stands on "Luthergiri®™ (Luther’s Hill), an elevated
stretch of forty acres of land overlooking the Godavari River--
one of the seven sacred rivers of India. The CSeaminary is
fsenerelly known es the Lutheran Theological College.

The two-storied feminary building has six class rooms on the
first floor, and e chapel 2and library on the second floor.
Residences for three missionaries end four Indian faculty men-
bers nre provided on the cempus. In addition, there is a dor-
mitory for thirty family students, and twelve blocks for sixty
more students with femilies. The domitory is used by the theo-
logical students treining for the gospel ministry, and the
twelve blocks ere for the Junior Pible Class students, The lat-
ter students trmin two years in order to become either teacher-
catechists, c2techists, or evangelists. There are also two hos-
tels on the cempus for the ummarried students.

The majority of the students are married, aud most have chil-
dren. Hence, to meet the immediete needs of the Ceminary family
on the cempus, there is e diespensary ("Hilma levine Werner In-
fimary”), & kindergerden, and ean elementary school which con-
ducts classes up to the fifth grade for epproximately 200 Seani-
nery children.

A 12rpe well on the cempus supplies wnter for the Seminary.
Pefore the recent floods, it produced a seanty water supply, 8nd
therefore retioning was required.

“ince 1915, the Saminary has been offering to high school
graduates & threse year theological course as preparation for the
minietryv. in 1939, a class for college graduates, leading to
the Fachelor of Divinity degree, vwas started. In July, 1953,
this graduate department was ttacsferred to Madras “Gurukul”, &nd
is known as the "lLutheran Federation Theological and Research
College"--meant for all Lutheran Churches in India,

The wives of the feminary students are expected to pursue the
courses of Christisn training. Educationally quelified wives
teke the two year course leeding to & Junior Pible Class diplame.
The less quelified wives take e two to three year course waich
consists of Old and New Testament, Life of Christ, Catechiam,
Heelth, Christian Home, Needle Wosk, Singing, and practicesl evel™
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gelistic teiching. In addition, an Adult Literacy Class is con

ducted for the 1l]literste wiv=s. Feculty wives render frae teach.
ing services in this cornection.

The Cemibery begins 1ts dey with the Chepel Service asvery
mOIMm1ng. Regular evening family proyers and mid.week prayer ser-
vices are elso held, and twice & month, meetings are conducted by
the luther League, the Student Christian Movement, and the
Yomen®s Associttiom. MNoreover, once a week, both men and vomen
go to the surrounding villages to preach the Gosrel,

The “eninary Family supports out of its Sunday fervice offer
ings the church work which 1s carried out in six village con-
gregations, including one for lepers.

I would te doing injustice to tie 5pirit ol the mission of
the article if I fail to mention 2n importazt fect ¢ bout the
Seminarty children--the hope of our Church. Not having facll-
ities for games, they mn up ena down tue stair-case of the
Semin2ry building, and at times are badly injured. A small gift
of $100 from any individual or b2dy would enatle the Sexinary
family to get either a see-saw or half a dozen swings for the
kidsi

SANFORIZED EFFORTS WITH SERINKING
POSSIBILITIEC: IN ESSENCE~-VALID:

The following poem provoxed intimate ecacinution: .....

The Chinese is & surious bird,

e muses on things that occurred

About 3000 years sgo.

And on the endless ebb and flow

Of a1l the countless tides of men;

Then zays: Whet was, will be tgain,

Give the bird'es-nest soup another stirti

Todey’'s friend is tomorrow'’s foe,

Tomorrow’s virtue may he vice

In some six hundrad yecrs 6r so--

€0 what the heck--Please pess the rice.
(Dublin Cpinion, Eire)

An intimate examination provoked the TOLIOWiILE:! ceees



*RBuild an imaginery castle, and then live in a hut":
No content and overflow df speech:
fome coaversation reveals taoe leelh,

Stress vorthy ldeals plus fomms and esthics;

Mature must struggle with Naturalists:
EBconomy’s salvation lies in Economists,

Pursue mutely Nietzsche and Zarathustrs
v inds devoured by warts end scwum:

Gods of stone 2nd muck prove their suwa.
conceive Christienity es for tae vretcrhed werk;

Fools classify faiths 8s we:stew:

Alasi From horses come pastes,

Cont=nplate; spsculate; manipulate muscles of the brain;
Sugppessions are dripped out by tvistied souls:
Grect truths vill always sesek better molda,

Ars hesven erd hell enveloped in other dimensions?
Ryrd syplored into earthly limitattions:

Yadiened geniuses wmeve pseudo-creations,

Panetics o2nd monks =mfe from obligetlions and £1ins;
Westatic souls spin wildly from plains to spheres:
calutes end screems gnaw at the scars of fesars,

Creatures lesser than engels chose bvetwesn (fod and sod;
A flickered forke¢ tongue #nd men's fall into mire:
¥illeniums will echo quenched freedomn's desire,

* % %

“artyrs fell tc d'eir knees in Drayar,
Torn flesh and agony did reap;

“ouls 1n enguish not alweys so fair,
Podies left cver loaded to a heap.

He wno loses his 1ife so cherished,
For the God of Every Direction;

¥ay reech forth his hand while perished,
To f£ind his Eternal Resurrection.
"Hail, Thou King of Victory.”

¥illiem Y, Rittberger
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SEMIIARY OPSERVES FASTNACHT Lkoue life of the married stu-
WITE SK1TS, F00D, SONGS dent, @and included portrayels

of the saninary feculty and
edministrztion.

Concluding the festivities
~#as a more serious note, when
¢ group of seuniors sang four
choral selections under the
direction of Paul Strocktine.

Pre-show enterte iizeat was
provided bty the comnunity'
own bard-- guitar, pienc,
btnjo, anéd "bass Jiddle.”

Pefore the f{irst ect, a
franch magiciar nemed Heari
Pravin was strapped into a
struight-jecket to perform liis
fenous escape trick., By tlie
show's end, he was still try-
inc to pertorne.

This fine evening of fun
should indeed set tie pattercn

THE TXIT OF THE CAN=CAN for more socicl everts of this
» S0 kind. E=ven the coffee was good.
A word of appreciation, then,
Ascension Church besearent is due to Al Patterson and his
vias & den of laughter ou Tuos- cancittee for tuis very @itrec-
dey, March 2, when the social tive evening.
coimittee and the wWives' Club
sponsored a Fast Nacht Social "THE DNK-SPOTS"

for the student body, wives,
friends, freculty, and cstaff.

The juniors staged ern 2ll-
rale can-cern, & psatanine of
a wmnan preparing for & date,

'Adone by =rnie Schmitt), and
ir.personations by Carl Weever.

The middler two-scene skit
portrsyed high end low church-
aen meeting to prepare o net
cervice book, end the "Deeth
of Renle Schrucker.”

"A Day in the l.ife of a
Married Seninarian” was the
aprropriate title of the Wives'
Club skit. The wives arnd
their hustsnds, and essorted

T bachelors" cericuatured the
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THE STAFF

Kenneth Shirk, Editor,
Ray Best, Alex Black, John
Scherch, Fred Auman, James
varrison, Don Bravin; Al

Potter, Peul Eosch, Marion
H1iaman.

Published seven times th{
school veer by the Studert
Rody of the lutheran Theolog-
Seminary, The Board of Stu-
dent Publications end Public-
ity. Subscrirtion price --
tventy~{ive cents prer issue,
one dollar end tventy-five
cents for the school year, Ad
dress suhscriptions to THE
SEY INARIAN, 7301 Germantown
\Ava,, Philadelphia 19, Pa. s

¥WR. ZTEBER RETURNS TO C/MPUS,
RECEIVES STUDENT OVATION

After e lonp absence and
serious illness, reguiring a
mejor operation, ¥r. Elmer E.
Zierer, students' friend, in-
structor in voice, end director
of the choir, hes returned to
his campus home.

Ameesure of the high regerd
end esteem the student body
holds for Mr. "Z" was shown
when, upon his first meal in
the refectory, he was greeted
by = stending cvation and sus-
tainzd applause,

After sperding a total of
26 days 1n the hospital, ¥r.
Zisber has been recupersting
for three weeks at the home of

B

MRS. BLACKWOOD TO ADDRESS
WIVES, CUESTS ON THURSDAY

v

Wives of students from Eas‘
ern Baptist and Westminister
Presbyterian Seminaries will
join the ¥Wives' Club this Thus
day evening to hear Nrs. Andre
W, Bleckwood, author of The
Pastor's Wife. Following Mrs.,
Blackwood's address end in-
fomal discussion, refreshments
will be served.

Cn Tuesday evening, March &
Nrs. Wilbur Zieger, President
of the Women's Missionary Soci
ety of the Ministeriur, will %
the speaker. MNrs. Zieger will
discuss "Women:s Work in the
Church."”

The nev. officers of the
club, elected at the Merch 9
meeting, are planning & sjuare
dance for the Senior Farewell
Party, but as yet, no date hes#
bteen set for this event.

These nev: officers include:

¥

Pres, Helen Rlank
ist. V. P, Marion Hiomad
2nd. V. Re Chris Haversat
Treas, Evelyr Neilsses

It is hoped that Irene Devit
(Mrs. Willjam), former member
of the /ives® Club, will visit
the club early in April to dis*
cuss her experiences after
almost cne year of personege 4
life.

-~ilarion Hinmen

1

friends, the Luther Yeagers,
in Fleetwood, Pa. Here,t00,
he was under constant Care,
end had the services of two
doctors and two nursese. .

Mr. Zieber expects to re- )
sume teaching his classes 8t
an early date,
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ANDERSON, MT. AIRY JUNIOR.
ACCOMPANIES LATOURETTE ON TOUR

Nine countries in four
months! That's the plan of
George Anderson, a member of
the junior class.

George, a graduate of Yale
University, left Mt. Airy on
Murch 4, to meet Dr. Kenneth
Scott Latourette in New York,
fram there, the two men flew
to Demnark for the first stop
on their journey.

Dr. latourette, retired pro-
fessor of Missions and Orientel
History at Berkeley College,
Yale University, and an inter-
nationally known viriter and
lecturer, was George's scho-
lastic adviser at Berkeley.

¥Mhen George returned to
college in 1952, after a sum-
mer of working ir a loncdon
boy*’s club, he remarked to Dr.
Latourette thet he vwould enjoy
another visit abroad.

Prolessor Latourette kept
this in mind ard recalled tre
renar<s when he was asked to go
on a European lecture tour; he
notified George of the tour,
and asked him to accompany him,
After consulting with the
faculty end adninistration of
the seminary, George eagerly
consented to pack his bags and
travel,

The men will cross the ocean
by plane, both ways, and expect
to visit Demnark, Gemany,

Finland, Sweden, Scotland,
Norway, Erglend, Pelguim, end
France.

While on campus, George
completed a semesters work,ex-
Cept his finul exems which he
will take in September

-=Don Bravin

HEYER FOND FAR FRQM GOAL

As of liarch 10, only $£74.30
of the proposed goal of $400
had been raised in the Heyer
Conmission fund drive for flood
relief in India. This 1s only
epproximately 70% of the de-
sired goal, and accorcding to
reports received by the drive
chaimnan, only 60% of the men
heve contributed,

A break-down, by halls, ac-
cording to figures reported to
the chaiman, show the follow-
ing percentage of men contrib-
uting in each hall: A Hall, 0%
B, 50%; C, 88%; L, 90%; E, 0%;
F, 100%; G, 80%; North, 88%,
Grad, 100%; Hagan, 0%; Married
Men, 85%.

The drive has been extended,
and the solicitors are contin-
uing to contact men. Hopes eare
still high thet the entire gosl
will be met.

HARRISON ELBCTED TO SADTLER

FELIONSHIP POST

By vote of the faculty, the
Benjamin Sadtler Memorial fell-
owship for 1954-55 has been

ewarded to James A, Harrison.
This award carries & stipend
adejuste to provide for the
necessary expenses for a year's
study.

Mr. Herrison plens to en-
roll for the regular graduate
school curriculun here iun the
fell ond to continue studies
at the University of Pennsyl-
vania. He. will begin work on
his M. A, Gegree there this
sunner in tie field of American
civilizaetion .

* »



ANCELS WEAD FCR PIAY-CFFS

The Angels ave still flying
high At this writing, they
have # record of ten victories
and four defeats in leapgie com
petition, and =en over~all rec
ord of 12 victcries and six
defeats

They ere firmly entrenched
in fourth piace in the league
and have hut two gemes remalin-
ing. Should they win one of
these, they vill be assured of
a spot in the lesgue play-offs

Assuning that they do ad-
veance into the play-offs, their
stiffest competition should
¢ome from the tasm sponsored by
flope Church, This is a tall
pood-shooting sgquad who prev
iously defeated the Teminary by
sever points Inesmuck as the
tizle games will be rlayed on
another court, one mwuch larger,

MOTTO OF FAST SERVICE: "My CuP RUNNE TH

this height should not prove g
2an insumountable factor.

The team. greatly strength,
ened by John Kulsar, should
fare duite well in the remain.
.ng gimes Kulsar has proved
to be a zocd floor-ran and an
excellent rebounéer. Besidss,
he has greatly aided in the
intaneitle depertment, nemely
team spirit L

Of speciel interest: In
his last geme before deperting
on Lis European tour, Georze
Anderson liad juite a night for
himself. “fter roing scorelest
for the first twelve games,
George went wild in his 13th,
end scored nine points to Lelp
the Angels defeet Trainity by
thirty-some points. It‘s a
share George left; his shootins
and spirit will be greatly
missed during the final gazes, .

Rev Nolfert

OVER "-P5XXI




LETTALR FRONM PHILIF

Deer Editor:

I'm not really a chronic
complaicer, and this letter 1is
more of a guery then a cam:
nlaint, enyway I°d just like
to know i1f anyone is aware of
the fire hazard existing in

‘the dorms; why, sorie fellows
have candles burning all the
time

If the fire inspectors ever
get wind of this; the Seminary
will probably have to shut
dovan; end if one of these
flames aver tips, poof; Up‘ll
go the whole place, cerndles
preyers, and all!

I'm not even sure whet the
things mean One of my friends
tells me that a prof told the

-.middlers thet, originally,
candles wiere hurned to Poseidon
the sea god, & pagan if ever
there was one

Guess lLincoln was wrong when
he said you can't fool the
poople. Some of these guys
have certainly been fooled
Just tiink: All this time,
they've been thinking thet
they‘re vorshipping God

. Philip

RESERVATIONS ¥OR SENIOR
BANQUET DUE SOON

Vithin the next two weeks,
nanbers o the Senior Banguet
Comnittee vill begin receiving
reéservations for the banjuet,
slated for Friday, Aprili 30,
at Advocete Church.

As In past years, each

*seljor will be able to br.ag
one guest, free-of-charge, and

“Tom's deterenined to be the
hi,he;f c hurchman on u‘.'ampus'

HAPPY BIRTHDAY !

Dr. Seltzer
- Dr. Reed

March 15
March €1

each of the underclessmen, too,
v1ll be able to entertsin one
guest, but at a cost of $1.50.
Though this is an eaTly
dete to make plans, the tanjuet
will be held on the first Fri-
day after Eaester vacation, so

these arrangenents will heve
to be made before vacatiob:

The speaker, toastméster,
and portions of the progrem
wlll be revealed in the Arril
Egnxnarlan.



ACAM AND EVE--P. F. Bosch...After a Woodcut by Albrecht Durer
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COMMENTS ON EURIPIDES® ELECTRA AND SARTE'S THE FLIES

Dr. Mertin J. Helnecken

Our day 1= experiencing a revival of interest in ancient
Greek tragedy, covconitant in weny with the rebirth of a tragic
sense of li1fe. Optmistic world viewis heve shattered on world
events and the n.2uulng of &ll life and history is genuinely
threatened. So once more there 1s appreciation of the sinister,
unrelisved, esciapeless tragedy of the humen situation. Men see
themselves helplecssly ground to pieces between the upper and the
nether millstones. On the one hand there is blind and ruthless
fate (moire), inexorable and mearingless, taking no account whet-
soever of vwhat is a men‘s just due, On the other hand, men is
teyond all power of dissuasion that everyone should eventually
get thet which in the eyes of all-seeing justice he deserves.

It is this which at bottom constitutes the unrelieved tragedy of
life-~ thet the sense of justice is outragec, There is a cos-
mic war going on, involving even the gods, between order (Zeus)
ard creativity (Dionysus), and the tragedy is that the one
devours the other. Creativity is impossible except et the price
of order and as soon as jyou have order you stifle creativity.
This reduces itself again to the problan of justice; for it is
really at the price of justice that creativity is vought. Only
tecause somneone suffers innocently, even if it be the god, 1s
creativity possibles So Prometheus stesls the fire fram heaven
for the benef!t of mankind end he sits forever chained with the
vultures gnewing his entrails,

Trere are many facets to this basic problem, but let us see
only how the one aspect of a just retribution is dealt with in

Euripides Electra, and then let us compare this with Sarte's
athelstic, existentislist treatmuent of the sume theme,

Thic s the story as told by Euripides. In tke background
are the events of the Trojen war, Agememnon and Menelsus hed
merried sisters, Clytemnestra and Helen. Paris of Troy had
been promised the most beautiful woman in the world by the Rod-
dess Aphrodite; and he had subsejuentlysuccessfully lured Helen
away from her lawful spouse. Then when Agememnon had set sail
to redress this wrong he hed sacrificed his own deughter,
Iphigenia, in order to make the winds propitious. This had set
stirring in the heert of Clytemnestra, the mother, deep and bit-
ter feelings of resentment, for she was not persuaded that
Agememnon's motives were altogether disinterested. There are
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ingi,agions of an effair with Helen. So while Agamemnon is at F
the yare the ape-0ld story of the boy next door recurs acd
Aegistreus seduces the not too unwilline Clytemnestra--on which
Furipides pes Flectra (deughter of Agamennon end Clytemnestra)
comment: "Any wiaman thet cultivates her teauty when her husbend
{s ¢or from home vou cen write dovm as a veBnton. There is no
need for ter to display e face n.ede fair unle&s she itc looking
for some mischief.” (p. 35)

When Agamempon returns from the vers Clytemnestra murders hi
in tig vetY, end Aegistheus ascends the vacated throne. Orestes,
tre son of Agariemnon em Clvtemnestra, is benished to & far
country, vhile Electrs is married, wher the time cotes, to a
neasent of tve 1ond in ovrder to prevent Ler fram heving noble
proreny prone to extmct vengeance,

Tt is at this roint Turipides' play begins. The peasent
nroves ® nohleman 2t heart, refusing to touch his unwilling
bride, s2ving: "Someone might call me a fool for teking a young
maiden into my house and then not touching her; such a man
measuras tenperance by the neupghty yardstick of his own char-
acter.” (p. 4) “hen Orestes returns, seeking retribution, he
finds Zlectra living only for the same purpose. The opportunity
nresents itself and while Aegistheus is engeped in sacrifice
intendir~s to insure him protection against emother avenger,
Prestes slays him and slso his ovn mother who hes been lured to &
tte peesant's hut under pretext of seeing her non-existent
rrandchild, 2 lure vhich no mother's heart could resist.

vow thet one deed of perfidy has been avenged the chorus
einFs: "There is & tradition...that the sun turred his folden
covnteannce and ranoved from his warm station hecause of hunan
unknppiness, for the seke of mortel justice. These tuzles thet
rae men fear are to the advantage of religion. BRut you re-
memterad themr not, mother of the glorious poir, vhen you slew
vour hushbnnd.” (p. 25) and Flectra exults: "Justice thet sees
nall, you have come st lact...Re danped, unsuspecting fool; for
vour sins, vhich time has discovered, you have paid the penslty.
let no evil doer think, if he hss run the last lap well, thet :
he has outrun lustice: 1let him first come to the final lark
and round tre poel of life.” (p. 31)

Mevertheless, the case is not so one-csided. Clytetnestrs
hee her grievence too, because of the two brides her spouse hed
bTought into the house. WNeither can she forget ahat he had doné
to her daughter. "There he stretched my Iphigenia over the fire
and slit her white throat....Women are silly, of course, I do
not deny it. That being the cese, when the husband streys and
teclects his bed at home, the wife is apt to imitate her husberé
ard to ecuuire snother friend. Then people glow with indigratios
nt our conduct; but the hushande who are really responsible, 0*
no*, criticized at all,” (p. 34) thus revealing thet the double
stendevd found as little favor then ac nov. But 2gain Ele"—‘“
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counteraccuses."If a man corrupts another's wife witnh secret
delliance and then is forced to marry her, let him know that

he 1s & poor f00l if he thinks she w11l possess chastity in his
house when she did not with her first husband."(p.30)"...You
destroyei¢ the travest mau of helles; and ydu hold out the pre.
tense that you killad your husberd for the sake of vour childti
People do not know you as well as I . Your lover was not exiled,
though y»ur son was, Your lover w&s not slein, I was, Yes.
though I am aljve, he has inflicted on me double -y sister’s
death. If blood for blood is the law, then must I and your son;
Orestes, kill you to avenga our father, If your conduct wus
riepht tken this muct be right.. .You will bte the bride in the
house of Hades of the men with whom you slept in the world’s
light...God gives euch his due at the time #llotted.”(pp.35-27)

Lven there the matter cdoes not end; but the tension of the
tragedy 1s stretched a notch tighter. Matricide is reckoned the
most fearful of crimes ardi, heving perpetrated it, Orestes and
Electra stend grief and conscience stricken: "See, we cast
thess mantles about her, that we hated and love...iatter & aough
for tears, my trother, erd I am to bleme. My anger burn&d
furiously egainst this my mother, vho gave me birth, her daughter.®
(pe38) Like Cain of old, Orestes must flee, "Whet host, vhst
pious man viill look upon the face of the matricice?”(p.38)
"Nobody will ever parsuade me thet this oracle is god."(p.32)
Electra lements;"VWoe 1s me,woe! ‘/hat cdame cun I join? Thet
merriage? Whzt husband will receive me in hils msrriege bed?"

(p.38)

Once more the screws are turned and the tregedy heightens.
Castor and Pollux aprear and spesk their judgnent: "She has
received justice, but what you have done is not just...You must
do what Zeus and Fate hsve decresd Zor you..:..The dread
Puries; those dog-faced goddesses will trundle you &bout;, @
lunetic ané & vagabond."(p.40) This is the height of trag®dy as
the furies close in to haunt and torture th® gilty ccascience.

But then, unlike the older Aeschylus, peer of the trcgediens,
Euripides weekens. Electra is tilowed to marry the notle Pylaces:
"Nhen you have fulfilled the destiny decreed for thic murder, you
shall be freed from these toils and live happy."(p.41l) ¥or
Orestes, there is a refuge from the Furies on the hill of Ares
where he shnll stand trial tefore a tribunal of th® god< @nd
where "equel votes shell save vou from the psnalty of deash,”
and Apollos (Loxios), who reslly prescribed the murder, "will
take the blame ugon himeelf," while, "in the future this law
shall be estatliched: the defendant shtll elieys win if the votes
are equal."(r.40)

This is as far &s Euripides caen get in this tengled vet of
justice eud fate. There are all th® intricete complicaiioas
thet reach back to the jenlous vieing of Aphrodite, Lere &nd
Athena and the choice a mortal must mcke between power acd wisdom
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end passion, Taer ote inyclvenen! lerds inevitably t¢ ancther,
Apiirod.te must keep her promise and 'era 2zd athena ia Offended
pride must try to thwart her. llelen must be lured ewry and
declared a wenton beceuse for all tie infidelities there is
alveys tie recognition that lovers should be fMithful. Iphigenit
must be<ame toe lmpnocecoil victim to insure sufcess in a war of
dutjous justice., Clytemnestra 1s thus wrorged and must seek
redrass, Vet two wrongs carnot make & right, Her iuidelity
and her murder of her husband niust be fearfully avenged arnd
ANepistheus too must pey just penalty,

And whet of Crestes nnd E.sctra? The pods themselves cannot$
dacides whether or not they &re guilty. The votes are equal.

Te Bleme, thereiore, fulle beck upon the pods &nd the riddls
remeins inexplicahlie, Justice still cries out eagainst fate,
Furipides seys thct "the dread goddesses, in «ngulsh at this
defeat, will sink into a8 chesm in the sarth...wnich shell be

a sacrad orscle reverssd by men."(p.4C) Yes, it will be a

plece to vhich men go, vainly sesking escape from tragedy.

T™e note, thereafore, on vhich the tragedy e=nds 1s smell solace,
standing 2¢ {t doe=s in contradiction to the facts., Castor end
Pcllux say:""e go through the spaces of ether; we bteer no assis-
tance to those thet are polluted, but those to whom pliety and
justice gre desar in 1ife we free from their henvy toils end
preserve, o let ro one w.1ll to do wrong, lat nons voyege with ,
men perjured. 1 em a god that publish this to mortals,” and the
finrl words of the chorus ere, "Farewell: The mortal that can
fore well, and meet ro hord calemity, will have hsappy days."(p.éﬂ

Now let us briefly see what Tartre does with the same prob-
len, The facts 2re in the main the same, except thet Yartre
victuree 211 the people of Argns plegued ty flies in retribution
1or their hrving ki.own of Aegisthsus’ and Clytemnestra's perfidy
and hoving done nothing to stop it. 1Insteaé they hied themselves
to their beds and snjoyed themselves sadistically while their
kine vfs Peirg clubbed in the bath. As a result they are now
plegued viith ™pentance. All of them, from Clytemnestre on dows,
iive ccnstoantly in e "nice, bitchy odor of repentance,” and so
‘epicstheus keeps then under his thumb., In addition he has in-
vented the fiction that once £ yeer the dead return to plegue the
living with their sins. "Do you not know the dsad have no mercy?
Their grievarces are time proof, ademant; rencour with ende..
They cen see us, read our hearts, snd ve are neaked in the presenc
of the deed."(p.103) €o, tomented by ell their past, they
slobher ord vellow and vhine end ere ersy prey for the tyrant.
Tis 1ir “ertre's orieinel twist to the story, wnich is the foil
for the display of his own pailosophy of defiance.

Orestes is “artre's hero., He, too, it caught in the web of
fete, "He, too, is doomed; tangled up in his destiny, like 8
horse whose belly 1s ripped open end his legs rre caugit up iD
his pute. And now e* every step he tears his bowels out®(
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But he is the only one who dares to defy his lot ana to essert
himself in his freedom. Electre has lived only for the moment
of vengeence; "I have no use for noble souls; whet I need is
an accomplice,” but once the vengeance is accamplished she
weekens end the ore little price that Zeus asks of her if she
would escape the furies she is willing to pey: remorse.

Not so Orectest Zeus himself uses all his wiles to kesp him
from asserting Limself ir his freedam, "What good to me is a
carefree aurder, e shameless, sedete crime, thet lies light as
thistle-down on the murderer'’s conscience? No, he must have men
et his mercy with 2 guilty conscierce. Since, however, he hes
made men free he is helpless to schieve even this. This is
"the bere of godes and kings. The bitterness of knowing men are
free.” (p.124) €0 gods &nd kings must use all their wiles to mask
the power of this freedam fram the meeses. Both Aegistheus and
Zeus sacritice everything for order. S£8ys Aegistheus: "I have
lived without love, without hope, even without lust, nut I have
kept order.” (idem)

Yet man's freedom gets the better of both gods and men.
"Once freedom lights its beacon in a man's heart, the gods are
powerless cgeinst him.” (p.136) Orestes' cry of defiance is:
"Your whole universe is not enough to prove me wrong. You
ere the king of gods, king of £iones and stars, king of the
aeves of the sea., DBut you ere not the king of man."(p.156) The
assertion of himself in his freedam is the only absolute good.
"I have done my deed...and that deed was good. I shell besr it
on my shoulder as a carrier et a ferry carries the traveler to
the farther bank. And when I have brought it to shs farther
beark I shall take stock of ite The he&vier it is to carry, tte
better pleezsed I shall be; for tnet burden is m, freeccu. Only
yesterday I walked the earth haphezard; thousands 8f roeds I
tremped thet brought me nowhere, for they were other men's roads.
Yes, I tried them all; *he heulers’ trecks along the riverside,
the mule-psths in the mountzins, and the broad, flanged higo™ys
of the chearioteers. But none f these wrs ain®, Todey I hav®
. one peth only, and heaven knows where it leads. But it ic my
path...l am free. Beyond anguish. Beyond r#mo-se. Free. And
2t one with myself." (pp.l140-1) Vet the play @ids with the
strieking furies flinging themselves efter him.

Here then we heve the problem of humen existence and two
nttempted solutions, the one a compromise, that must jer with
ite falseaess every sensitive soul; the other a bold defience

thet does not succeed in clotkins the dottomlestness Of 1.+
despair.

Taers is another aaswer, vhich tells of the only possiblity
teyond tragedy. Anselm was right. For an infinite guilt ouly
the infinite God Himself cen atone with & love £nd a suffering

- thet are infinjte. [t is only on the background of men's unend-
ing seerch for true justice snd the unienieble fact of his guilt
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that the seeming tragedv of the cross becomes the true victory, v
as it opens the door to life out of death - real 1ife out of
real death. KEere we move foruard £nd not backward, through the
miracle of atonement and forgivaness, through the death of sia
swallowed up by love, God's infinite love, into the resurrection
of the dead. Bere is the true and only beyond treafedy, acd here
alone is the truve freedom in him "cul servire est regnare”,
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PRAYER

Thou, who didst once wander on earth,
leeving footprints which we should follow;
Thou, who still from Thuy heaven dost look
dovn upon eaclh wanderer, dost strengthen the
weary, encoursge the despondent, lead back
the erring, casfort the striving; Thou, who
8lso at the end of days shalt return to judge
whether each man individually has followed Thee:
our God &nd our Savior, let Thy exz“mple stand
cleirly before the eyes of our soul to disperse
tte mists; strengthen us that unfalteringly we
may keep this before our eyes, that we by re-
sembling end following Thee may later find the
way to the judgment, for it behooves every men
to be brovshit to the judgment, oh, but also
throupgh Thee to be brought to eternel happi-

ness hereafter with T™hee. Amen.

Soren Kierkepgeard, The Gospel of Suffering, (tr. David
and 1111iaP Swenson), Augsburg Publishing, 1948. Pp. 4




