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FUNDA1€NTALS, !o�ANCIES, A D rHB A HERS 

Professor John H. P. R� ann 

Fr he very outset of 1 s 2000 year career, Chris iani 1 
has �e religion faced with he problem of in Prore ing a 
Book. Even when Chris ianity was firs cas ou as an unwan ed 
child rrom +he synagogue, she ook wi h her a Book, which she 
oroclaimPd, wi h 3n insistent oride, o be •hp,r Book.'' This 
bein so, he Old Tes �ment -- had to be interpre ed; and a, a 
Chris ian 11 era ure a rose hat acouired he sta us of cannon­
ici y, h\s too required interore a ion. Hence, the oer nnial 
�sk of exe� sis ror he Church. 

Bu rrom the v"'ry beginning here have been dive�Ten 
na hs alon which in erore ers have rod. Some have strfl'ssed 
an h · s orical aooro.'.lch -- h� necessi y to unders and he lit­
eral eani P. o +-he scriotural words, wi h ull a en ion o 
his orical back round, v.�,m.�ar, and such pedan ic de ails. 
Others have emohasized wh may be called a " heological" 
apo�o,ch -- an emphasis on unders anding anv verse in he 11 ht 
of cer .:\in d oc rin c; or cb flS -- s . imes drawn from he 
3ible itsel , sometimes not -- an endeavor which, i it does 
not irnore he 1· teral sPnse en 1rel.Y, usualcy goes beyond, to 
seek some deeoer, esoteric meaning, of -n allegorical. 

-"'e two exe e ical trends, his orical and "theological,• 
can be see a work in the Ancie Church; An ioch chal'lloioned 
o e, Alexandria esooused he o her, though some ·mes he same 

a could oioniaer a both, as Ori en, who labored o es ablish 
a be er cri ical "'xt a d  also oro ounded such JT\YSterious 

xolana .ions o oassages as to earn he ti le of he leading 
biblical alchiamis or his d�v! The wo t�ends can be observed 
1. h-! ¥.ed·e,,al Chu�ch, hou h here the a lle oric-il �nd theo­
lo ical general y choked ou he historical approach. Cer­
tainly in h� Ria o:nna ion ChJrch bo h aooear: there was a re-
1ival of scholarshio and rebirth in linguistic in erest, t 
historical method, in essence, bu also a heological stress 
that issued in the � e o Protestant Scholas icism. 

Likewise in "Tlodern i�s the same wo orincioles can be 
5iaen, of en in oooosition to each o her. Certainly the last 
cen ury has watched a ri�e of he His orical Method as never 
before; a ti es it has threaten�d to becorr,e a new cult in 
i sel , and i s  hi h ories s and disciol�s have bec()(l\e so en­
amor d of heir f indings that hey desire to go no urth'"'r han 
source analysis or Forne�schichte or the other terrifying de­
vices they errmloy. In opposition to 11 this, there has arisen 
in various forr,,s, a reac ion a ainst historical cri icism. 
Sometimes this reaction ook he fom of renascen Theology 
clo hed in bibl'cal terminology (Barthianism, for instance); 
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0 her tiJ'nes 1 took thP. onn o ramo.an bibl i.ci�m cal lin it-
"self theolo (Funda entalism, ror instancp). These reac ions 
s res�ed the "biblical, "  but too oftP.n they reor sen ed mPrelv 
a differen set o r pr supnosi ions or prejudices from those 
wi h which hP. ''historians" hi:id ooPra ed -- and wh1ch, in urn, 
led to differP.nt answers, a ll r ... om he sAme Bible! 

This con ras .in exe e ical thod can be seen in he v ar­
yin resul s di ffe en roups have achieved from the 9iblP. 
Liberals, f or instance, devoid o much heolog:v, ooera ed o 
Holy Writ w1 h such devastatin efrect, ha an ished Funda-
.en al\sts began to cry, in the words of Mary, "They have 
taken away� lord· d I know no where hey have lald hi�!" 
Liberals, on hiD o her hand, wa ched in dism,1.y the violence 
which somP in erpreters d id to he Bible, w hPn they ignored he 
historical s ide c omple ely: thus by scrio ur1.l leJ?erde-m'lin they 
were le o ex rac f rom he N w TE"� 1.men orecise orf'"d"I c ions 
about he atom bomb (� event.um, of course) and even ad e­
fense of he capitalis 1c sys em of eco onics, direct rrom the 
outh of Jesus! One in ,•nious exegete even discovered hat 

the mark of the beast at Rev. 1'3 18 co 1ld be made to �11 
'Hi ler" -- if you make A eou�l 100, B eoual 101, �nd so for h, 
the nane comes ou exactiv to 666! Just whv one should make A 

equal 100 never occurred to this interoreter, nor dd he fact 
that you C.'Ul make any name co . ou to 666 if you ol;iv with 

.the figures lon� enoueh and a doot a scheme arbitrary enou�h; he 
simoly went on his merry " heological" way of "in e oretin " 
the Sible. 

Hores:>berly, thou�h, this same contrast tween his or-
ical th�olo,ical exe�esis is �till one hat troubles many 
oastors and seminary studen s today. Some all too readily 
olace an over-emphasis on th� historical and end uo b�comin 

re antiau;irians with a ouloit for a lee ure hall -- thou�h 
his d�nper is not P,rave with most of us. Others -- and one 

susoects it is the lar er �roup -- stress the "de• r eanin�s" 
of scrioture; they usual\y call them "soiritual" and mean 
alleyorical, endin uo ohilosoohizing and moralizinP, in a oious 
w ay, with a radi ion�l tex �s a oretext for hese w�nderin s. 
This 1� t•r malady is par iculariy apt o occur in he case or 

those who become fed uo with the disciolines o lan!!Ua e study, 
th� boredom o he problems of biblical introduc ion, �nd the 
labor of using the historical aooroach. None o this for hem: 
jus th� "so· ri ua l emohasis, " olease ! 

Now he ooint of his article s si o�v to sug�es hat 
!ither ooin o view alone is dP.ngerous oversi ol r1ca ion, and 
tha what we need in in P-roret·n he scrio ures is he Ml 
s� .Qf Q2!h approachrs. the historical and the heolog1cal, 

oroperLy understood he one as correc ive ror he o her. �e 
need his orical exe�es s, because the Christian revela ion nnd 

•• �ri 1n s are always grounded 1n histo�; and theologic�l exe-
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Ps1s, �cause 1. is 'l lways a revela ion .2f God, and he 

wri in s are a lwavs me�n to wi ness to him. The first alone 
degenera es in o an iauarianism and irrelevancy; he second, 
by i self, into soeculation and arbitrary allegory. Both 
mus work oge her, the one as a corr""c ive o he other, that 
exe esis may co!'lle o s orooer fulncss. 

II 

We are currently in a oeriod of reviv,ed theolc ical ir•er­
es ; heolo ical in erore a ion of he Bible is in so!nE' w�ys er. 

he uoswing, and so I am not concerned a he rnomen hat this , 
vi al Plel'l\'?n will be ignored, a least among Lutherans. It 
is entirelv oossible, however, hat some irries our very heo-
lo ical concern will lead us o do v1olence o he Biblical 
ma erials. This may be done some imes in the name of he Cor­
fessions, some imes in the name of Neo-or hodoxy, sO!lletimes in 
the na� of StPwardshio, or in the name of Liturgy. I does 
no ma er l!b:i.; he ooin is tha the historical mproach is 
needed o correct this misuse of scrio ure. 

To ke a case in ooint, even the traditional uitheran 
orinciole of Chris ocen rici y, oerfectly correct in itself, 
can le'ld o abuses which onl.v a sound sense of +re his or.ical 
can cur'-1. Ul her, as is well known, did enco11r1Pe a Christ-

,-, CPn ered ._,nnroach o he Bible. "If you would in eroret well ., 
and surPlV," hP wro e in his Introduction o he Old Testa111ent 
(l i:;23), "set Chris be"ore you; ror he is he man to whom i 
all aool · eas." Some of Lu her' s followers exores ed it, "He is 
the be-�• hPolopi�,n who rinds Chri� everywhere in he scri� 
ture�." Even this is "ood advice, b 1t i can be misused and 
oerverted, un ortun� Ply; and here is no oeriod which demon­
stra es the ma er better han that of the Church Fa hers. 
Here, in he cas�s of c: ome Fa hers, we SPe Christocen ric, 
" heolo ical" in erore ation run amuck, unchecked by any sens" 
of his ory. 

The examole in he Eois le o4' Barnabas is alrr.os too well· 
knC'w-rl o require re ellin • This in enious author rinds a oer­
fec- ly clear ( o him) oredic• ion of Jesus and his cross in the 
rac h� Abraham circumcjsed lP members o his household 
('}"n. 17) -- a leas , he symbol for JOO, the GrP-ek le er T, 
looks a 11 le like a cross, and the lPtters used for 18, Di, 
are an abbreviation "or IHSOUS, Jesus! And he adds blandlv, 
oleased a hi own inven iveness (ch. 9), "No one has heard 
from me a mor excell�n eachinP' -- but I know you are wor-

hy!" Th"s i a "theolo ical" proach to the Bible at :its. • wors , unchecked by any s.-nse of the historical. Abraha111 1111gb. 
as well have r.ever lived and could have been as IT\}'thical as 
Heracl�s; he au hor' s "spiri ual" tru h would have been juSt 
as valid o him! 
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Yet r.ere are more �lar1n., exa:noles of the !"11isuse of the 

Old Test:nr. nt. alo • suc"l l r "'5. Ttn s same ar t\bas � lso turns 
h s hand to mrik1ng sense out of he Y.osaic dte ary laws with 
amazin results (ch. 10). For h1111, the o:-ovisicn, "You shall 
.. 0 ea sw1 e11 (Lev. 11.?), simoly rneans. •Do not associate 
with swir.1sh oeoole." Li kew, se he orovis1on, "Nor shal hou 
eat he hyena" (Just wr ere he ,o his ve"'S"" he Ola Ti:-sta­
"'en • s uncertain, bu h was convinced ha 
verse.) is a}lego�iz d to m an, nyou shall no come a fomi-
ca•or or a dul er"'r, " and he adds a .... ea son, 11�cause h1s ani"lal 
chan�es s natu�e every ycnr, �nd becomes now mal�, new fe-
•'l;A)e," hus s. owinr. that h1s hioloey was as  bad - irr.""S a s  h1s 

3ut we must no thi. k at Barnabas was h� onlv �a her a-
deot a plaving with theology and finding Chris in he most 
a azing nlaces 0

1' he Old T stamen • 0 hers d1d i w1 h even 
o:-e facili y. Thus Clement of Alexandria was cble o c;:iv hat 

the s ory of Isaac soor ing w .h h'is wi �e -and helomeet Rebecca, 
while Kin AbiJT.elech olays Pef'!oing Tom hrou h a window (Gen. 
26:8), yo1 ries " a suoramundane wisdom con emola t 1nF he 

stery of spor , and hat secondLv it s ands for Chris , 
looking hrough he window and reJo c1ng over his Church! 
( Paedagoguc; , I, 5) 

We mus no think ei her ha � s yoe or 1n eroretat1on 
.aoolled only o the Old Tes men • The Fa herst.en on to i(!'­
nore *"he historical a nd accentu<>te the "spiritual" in he New 
Testament a s  well. Parables offered excellent s r ing 
ooint, like he s tory of he Good Sam,,ri t;,n. Clement begins 
he orocess in his sermon on "The Rich Mrtn' s Salv� ion, "  by 
kinr the Good Samaritan rPoresen Jesus, who cares ror us 

sirmers ::if er� h:lVe been "abnost done oc:e� h by he'\oOrld­
rulers of darkness, 11 and who oours into our wounds some wine 
(i.e., the sicr�men , or course) and he oil o� �i Y ( 
Qives, 29). Auvus i"le, however, was o gc whole hog in "soir­
itualu.in{711 his oar ble, for he makes he man poin down from 
Jerusalem o Jericho s ,nd for Adam; the h1eves who strio him 
of his im�ortali v he makes 1n o the devil and ris angels; the 
inn becomes he Church, wi h St. Paul worked 111 o he oic ure 
as the inn-keener! (Qu�ps 1ones Evangeliorum, II.19) 

As if this isn't enou�h, he samg trea mer w1s given o 
other oarts of he New Test�men • The fact ha M., hew uses 
he oh1 ase "a ynur.g col " .. n his s ory of he Tri oha 1 Entrv 

(Mn • 21: 5, Af/ " he foal of an ass") enables Clem�nt o oe-

vetoo he idea hat 11 we who ◄,'"P 1 le ones are such col 5, 

· eing reare ·o by our divine C 1 -Ta •r,' Le •• Jesus, imagery 
oicked up bv a later ter, Theoch loh o Orleans, 1� , hvmn, 
tr.ou h he stanza is nO'w omi ed from mos or our hv•rm::i ls --

Thou, O Lore, the R der, 
•• And w t.he little ass; 
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Tha o God' s Holy C y 
Together we may oass. 11 

a verse which its ranslator, John Mason Neale, remarked was 
"usually sung 111 he seventiaPn h cen ury, a he oious quai."t-
ness or which we can scarcely avoid a smile." 

Ev,.,_ i he teach· n s of Jesus any 11 teral se se of en has 
o o bv he board. When Cle en wan s t o  prove his ooin hat 

a Chris ian should wear a beard and no oluck out he hairs he 
wav he ore effPmil"•t• Alexandrians of his d1y used o do, l':! 

· nds oroor in Matt. 10: JO, "The very hairs of your head are 
nu be:-ed," a ex wh ch he assur,.,s his r aders olies o he 

ard as well as o he too of the head! (Exhort:t icn to he 
Jf P.Pk�. i i. J) 

Sacred ari hme ic us no be orn1 ed ei her in any suneJ 
or wha " heolo ical" in erore ation was able o do o the 
B1ble i indin eeper eanin s. Clemian a,ainc mo s ra es 
this. The '318 servan s of Abraham had an ven deeoer signif­
icance "or h m, w ich S..1rnabas had iss d: '.300 is, o cour e, 
"'3 ultiol ed by 100. Ten 1s all � d o e he rfec nt1"'b!r. 
And 8 is he firs cu -, which is equali y in all the d · i?n­
sions -- leng h, bread h, and eot.h." Such hints ive he 
alert reader a acts o olay wi h! The dimensions of 

1e TabernaclP haooened to JOO cubits by 50 cubi s by JO 

cubits; for Cle�n h s has a wondrou meanin : "Some say hat 
100 cubi s are he s bol of he rd' s sign" -- 1.e. , he 

" cross; "r1fty, of he hone and remission g1v n at Pentecos ; 
)0, or a in so - 12 even varian r1?ad1ngs have s1gnif"cancei) 
th-v say oo n s to the preachin of the gospel, because he 

rd or-achP.d in his th1r ie h year, and his apostles were 
w lve." Even he cubit s nds for he "uni y of he fai h1 

Ohscl'!llanies, vi.11)� Of course. in a sen fl! here, Clefll�n was 
doi noth"ng more han b-a 'ing here ics at he1r own "nu.rr.-

rs ga -"; !'or he Gnos cs, after all, hnd used he same r.a• 
hir y 'ear oeriod before Jesus' ministry o •orove• 

h.,. ,o aeons in thl'!lr Plero:na, a ieure which hev also round 
vouch,ar�a in •he fac hat he laborers in he Parable of tt.e 
Vin�vard (¥4 • 20) wl"'re calll'!d at he first, third, sixth, 
nm h, and -leventh hours -- and 1 / '3 J t- I 9 /. 11 : O! 
(Iraena•us, A�a nst fil H-rPsies, ch. 1) Small wonder it is 

hat c�1sus in his Trlle RP�son accused the Christia ( -�d 
J,-ws) of � · n ashal'l"!ld or the r sacred books, b�caus,., they ex• 
ola · nPd away he obvious wi h such ou landish tn eroretatio 5• 

III 

I is, of cour e, all too easy or us to be hard in our 
jud '?n s on he Church Fathers and the r biblical interpre­

a ions. Bu oerhaos theseloOrds from a recent wr ter on 
Patri cs, concerni�g Origen, but npplicable to all the 



Fathers, helo set the matter in a more balanced oersoec ive: 
-We in the wentieth-century do no er di o ourselves i we 
despise he hird cen ury for no oossessing hose .ools by he 
aid of which in our cwn life-time we have only just succeeded 
in levelliny the round. What Origen achieved is of enormous 
importance ... The allegoric al m.-thcx! saved he Scriotures ror 
the Church ... (from) Jewish con roversicilists and ... educa ed 
Hellenists. A"ld by savi he Bible, i gave securi y o re 
historical foundation of he Christia fai h 'llnd O""l'"!'lrlrence o 
the evangelical standard o Christian values." (J.L. Pres ire, 

Fathers lDi H�retics. oo. 58f.) 
We cannot, or course, a ree wi h mucr of he exeresis or 

the Fa �ers; such nonsense is ourely arh; rary allegory, un­
checked by any his orical sense wPatsoever -- his is a 
"theolop.ical" aoproAch o he Serio ures, in i s bad sen5e; it 
is, yes, an aoplication, li erallv, or he dictum, "He is tre 
best heolo ia� who rinds Chris everywhere i Serio ure," 
leading to the very wors results. We cannot alwavs acceo 
such results, but we can be thankful hat +-he Fa hers saved he 
Scriptures for us. And now � oul?s ion ic::: wha shall we do 
with them -- how shall we in erore he Bible? 

ln our a e he ools are many i s bet er ror a sound 
historical aoproach. Al hou�h some i s his very his+orical 
aooroach may remove cherished in erore a io. s of he p�s as 
unsound or contrary o what +he biblical writer �ea to say, 
we must remember ha fai h, in re bibl c"'l c::ens�, :is a1,·2vs 
faith 1n Q.Qs;l, no in our svs tems o" +-l-.eology, or in a Book, or 
in our ools, or in anv hinP elc::e we may use ,s a oroo o keeo 
us from rusting in Him alone. There is, or course, amole ro0111 
for a oro r heological aoproach o Serio ure, provided hat 
we keeo rememberir.g hat our heoloey must constantly be 
checked by reference to the Biblical witness o he Word Re­
vealed. §.sua � and � scriptura o hqrd in hand. But as 
a constant check agains erroneous i�teroret� ion, ag�inst 
false, subj�ctive allegorizir. , there is no �t er �uard han 
an historical aooro�ch. 

Yes, we may sav, in surnrna , we bPli�ve in viewing he 
Bible in a Christocentric way -- but none of us could swallow 
the oerversi ons of he F;\ he rs here. The •bas heolo ian" 
must check his rashPr r��cies hv the sound c on sense or he 
his orical apo ach. P� cisely here is justified he Semi­
nary's concern with 1�ngu� es, biblic�l in roduc ion and con­
tent, -.nd all he o re r oedan ic disciolines. 

In short: here -re runia,ie�t�ls o bP oroclai�ed; 
lest hey degenera � in o mere fancies of our own, we need he 
discipline of real his orical in rore � ion -- or the neces­
si Y of which he�e is no great r examole than he Fathers. 



A TICS --

M .  Airy ' s "Angels" com­
ole ed heir re ular season 
March 14 , with an irrroressive 
ll- record , tied with Ascen­
s ion Church for third olace 
honors. Several orelim1nary 
olRy-ofrs were s a ed before 

he season ' s  grand finale. 
In the final league P,ame 

he " Angels" los o Ascension 
o he une of 40-J4. Behind 

bv 15 ooin s a half-ti.me, 
the " An els" rallied o come 
wi hin wo ooints of the ri­
vals, bu couldn ' quite jUJT10 
into he lead. John Kulsar 
led he �a by scoring 11 
ooints . 

At oress ime , re ults 
of the r1rst olay-off game 
showed Ascension aking 
another close one at he 
" Angels ' " ex nse, 69-65 .  
Losing by four ooint!'i at the 
hRlf , anager John Ziegler ' s  
naooy crew tied it uo 50-50 

a he end o r the thlrd ouar-
er. A ain the rally fell 

shor by only a few points. 
Fred Frick took scoring hon­
ors wi h 16 arkP-rs, closely 
followed by Ernie Schmidt and 
Don ickf'"s. 

By losing to Ascension , 
the " Angels" dro oed into a 
rourth olace tie, wi h a  
oo�sib1lity of en ering the 
final play-offs. 

ickes lP-ads Seminary 
scoring with 120 to al 
ooints .  

In the last non-league 
�ame, Philadelohia Bible In­
sti ute toooed the " Angels" 
71-59 . Larry Hand took the 
evening ' s  scoring honors by 
cashing in on 58 oer cent of 

8 .  

his shots for a otal of Jl -· 
ooints. 

SPORTS IN SHORT . . .  With wa 
weather and soring-rever irvid­
ing the campus , sounds or , 
ball hitting the oocket of a 
leather mitt and Martin u.it�r 
(Acker) driving a ball to fel­
low tennis olayer Martin J.E. 
will be heard • • •  Athletic c 
mi tee ourchased two badly 
needed basketballs for he 
" Angels" after student body 
execu ive cort1nittee decid� 
that SP.cone! oing-pong table 
wasn ' t really needed • • •  

Junior class , a ter rur:­
ning off with bowling hono:s , 
hopes to capture volleyball 
crown this spring • • •  Several 
men were seen oracticing 
serves for the post-Easter 
tournament. 

Ping-oong tournament was 
suooosed to start March 14; 
it ' s a round-robin • • •  Fred 
Frick and Walt Hitchc ock scored 
50 points between them when �i.. 

" Angels" beat S • Michael's . . .  
Spec ator comment at Ascenslro 
game : " t ' s  go, Ascension : you 
can lick these ' old .en ! "  

Congratulations and hales 
to he "An els" or wnun�ly 
shelving their books o 0181 2C 

ames • • •  took a lot of e tl: 
could have been sO@nt studyir. · 
• • •  Seven orofs seen at one 
game. 

Al Sch: 

The �t. AirY FIASH • . . . • d "Angels" f:i iled in heir b\
05

• 
for a final playoff bert�� JO ing to Advocate Church , ..,. · 
Results of the game broke a 

fourth place tie. 
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Ol'E HOLY CATHOLIC A ID APOSTOLIC 

James P .  9erg 

"My Church, v Church , my dear old Church ! 
l-l · "athers' and my own � . • .  " 

How of en you and I have sun ,  those lines ! We hav"' lmowr: 
hem by heart "rom childhood . Y t ,  l won er jus how any o" 

us have ever s ooped o hi k wh nt hose wo rls mean . Just ;frat 
is  "my Church ? " Is i his buildinP, on h,. corner o Pl\l�.s ead . 
a d  Congress S �eets . or that one at German own Avenue and 
Allen Lane? Is it his on;rega i on ,  or ha one? Is 1 oer­
haos he Minis eriWTI o" Pennsylvania , or he Uni ed Lu herar. 
Church? Or is i oerchance some h in else? 

·. at is the Church? I is a 11 of these . 1 is he Cnurcn 
bu i lding, where vou and 1 meet to worship God , for his is :.t'! 
"house o" he Church . " It is he con regation , for "where w� 
or hree are >athered o ,ether in my ame , here am I in he 
Mids o th�m." It is t.ne Mi, 1sterium, and i is he ULC, be­
cause vou an I have given • hem he authod ty to train cler ·, 

o set le disoutes , o adminis er n olcrices , and to estab-
lish missions a h ome and abroad. 

A d ye r.e Church is more han al l o f  hes,. .  For Ch:ist-
ians con "ess , in the l'ie!ne Creed, "one holy ca hol1c and 
aoos olic Church . "  But what do we :m an l-:r.en we say that 7 In 
•he "i rst olacc , oui te obvi ously, we ea ha he Chur ch is 
holy . The Chw-ch , we believe, is a communion of sa in s ,  of 
holy oeoole . Ar d you and I are hose saints . 

Now :-"i ,ht here is whe ·e a number of peoole :nake a big s­
taK.. . They hink ha when we say he Church is holy we �an 
tha church �mbers " r .. good oeoole, peoole who do ' t  co i 

he is ual sins. A d i oesn' t ake much l ookin arou d se� 
that i"" rac o oole i side he Church do commit such sins, tr.at 

h .. y ar .. no oe!"'fect . I kn a rocer who has t .. ouble with 
ha o '"'oblem . He h ad been brought u . he Church , a. d • ad 

been ai rly act iv,.. 1n i s work . 'I'hen one day he caught a :ir ·­
i en member o his congregation rying o sneak out of his 

1 
s ore ·,n thout oaying for her grocer:i es . 11 -lhen ha hapoen;d , 
hf> old me , "I stopped �oir.g o Church . Ir he Church can t 
teach peo le to be hones , 1t' s no ,ood. I wan no truck

d
� 

hyoocri es." And I h1nk hat you a11d I would e J ncli..1e to 
agree w1  th h i.JTI .  

The "act is, though, hat the holiness or he Church dtr5 

not deoend upc. ou or me .  It is no holy because we are ho}S: 
it is holy .. cause Christ is holy . nnd He has m3de t ho].Y. 
A11d l is the comm ion of saints, not because you and 1 8t:Ae 
mode ls o perfec ion , but _ cause we have been forgiven - 111

.,.,. "i 
holy - in HJm.  " If 1 look at myself or my nei hbor , • said 
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Lu her , • he Church wi ll never aooear holy . 9u if I look cit 
Chris Who reconciles and sane i fies i , he Church ap_ ars 
en irely holy , ror He ha s aken awav he sin of he world . "  

Now don ' m·sunderstand me .  I don '  rre an o say ha you 
ind I do ' have o ry o live good hones lives , or to love 
one another even as C rist has loved us . We do. Bu he holi-
ness of he Church d s no deoend o our bcin s1ncti�onious 
origs who never make mis takes . It is ,od Who has 'lCted and 
continues o ac here , not we . �en and wonen did no or anize 
he Church , he way hey or anize he Elks , or he Ro ary ,  or 

the A�erican l.e ,i on .  Goo called he Church in o being.  He 
called i · nto being o be he body of Chris , and He called 
its mernbers o be His hands a rd  His ee - - +o .. ccomplish His 
holy ouroose on earth . A"ld you and I come i n+o Ms Church by 
surrendering ourselves to i and o i s rd , rus ti n  in His 
love He co�s to us , no we to Hirn . The la e Archbishoo 
Chr sos om of .rreece pu the whole ma er very nicely when he 
said , " It is  Church ha t  is  holy , and his does no mean 
that it has had none but holy :nembers . • .  ( ra her) deriving 
Her holiness from Her head , he Church ev�r seeks he better­
ment of HPr members . "  The Church is C}',,-.ist ' s ,  not o urs . And 
for tha t reaso n ,  a nd  n o  other ,  he Ch..irch i s  hozy. 

Arid his holy Church · s also ca holic . 'lt a oity that 
we have a ll ed he Roman Pooe o ou a huge caoi al •c" on 

• tha rich word and call it his ™n ! You and I have just as 
much right .o hat word as he has .  In fact , we ought o use 
it . For you see , he word "catholic " co s from wo Greek 
words , one !'!r?aning "d  n , "' and he o hi- r  aning "whole• or 
•entire . "  And tha t is orecisely wr'l � Church is -- he 
mediUJT1 hrou h wh ich God se ds His redeemiP love down uoon 
m whole world . 

Bu wha t orecisely do I ,s  a Lu hPran mean when I say ha 
he Church i s  c;,th olic ? Perhaos he T'IOS o vious mPani.rv. is 
ha he Church is world-w de . The Ch 1rch did not belonfr. just 

in Pales ine , where i began on h� r1rst Pentecost .  Aro it 
does not belong today jus in the so-c"llled "Wes em World . • 
The Church belo s o men e •erywher .  I belo s �s much in 
India as in So.-i in ,  in China a s  in A��rica . For Chri � , he 
lord of the Church is Lord o f  he whole world . •00 ye in o . " ill he world , and nreach the .1ospel o evr.ry crea ure • 

"' Preach he ,os ool o every c ea ure . • That ' s  ano her 
thin 1 m�an by a holicity .  A-xi i t ' s  a oroble ha has 
faced he Church from he very be innin� .  Were he Aoos les , 
as hey scattered over the world , to  re�ch o nl,v to Jews , he 
children o r  Abra hnm? Or were hey o include elso he �en iles? 
That was the ques i on wh ich faced he rirs Council or he 
Church, he meeti.�g O the Aoostles in Jerusalem. And hey 
voted to include the gentiles . But he a�stion h�s oooped 
up again and a a in .  Indeed , it  is sti ll very l'IIU.Ch with 
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us oday. Just about three months ago , I he a rd of :t church _ 
a Lu heran church - where a man has be n ostracized because he 
o!"ce suffer d "3 nervous breakdown . A d it was only about a 
year  a o ha Aoostles ' Lutheran Church right here in Philad�l­
oh i:3 closed its doors . The old German "amil 1 es had moved ou 
in o he suturbs . Ye he oastor wasn ' allowed o work with 

he negrOf"s who now live in he nei hborhood . And so he con­
re ation died -- died because i refused o be ca holic, o 

"oreach he ospel to every crea ure . "  
Bu when we say ha t he Church is ca holic , we do not 

simpl,y mean h'.3 i s retches out over a ll hP- world ; then we 
could call it oecwneni cal . or do we mean simol,y ha t  it in­
cludes every social class and every race , or then we could 
c;ill i universal . We mean more , much more . WP. mean that tr.e 
C'1.1rch is whole within . The Church - or his or hat oarticu­
lar congregation - is catholic only if  i ts inner life is what 
i ought o be . For it is the love of God hat must rule he 
Church , and no he love of man . 

The conrre�ation , hen , is he Church :i � and only if in it 
en and wo�n a.-e brou�ht o e hPr in hP- love of Christ. But 

you and I can ' t  do hat . You and I in and o ourselves cannot 
bring men o ether in love any more han we can ake them holy. 
Christ alone can , a d  P.e alone does . The Church · s  whole in 
love , and so c.a holic , just as 1 i s  holy -- because Christ 
makes i so .  "ilhere Christ is , "  wrote S .  Igna ius , "there is • 
the C:t holi c Church . "  Th4' onlv difference is his : rat though 
we canno s ain His holiness , we can and of en do frustrate 
His love . 

Now this ll embarassing . Here we have jus said that he 
word " c2�holic" means ha through the Church God reaches out 
i love to all !llen . New we urn a round and sav hat .he sa 
word !f'Pans ha some men , because hey block ha love of God, 
a re �xcluded . Worse han ha . ·, en we say ha he Church 
must b� c-3 holic , we are ac ual ly sayin hat hPre are some 
co?' rer" ior:s - so'l'?e so-called churchP-s - ha a re  .-eally no 
ch�rches 3 �11 . And he reason wh.,v h ose congregations are 
no churches is s imply bec-'l use hey re ruse'! o be "whole ; • be­
ca use , in sher , hey re ruse o yield to Chri st ' s  love and be 
vessels or His grace . And when hev do th� , hey bPcon,e 
no h ing !l'IO re  han fashionable - or ;o -so-fashionable -- soc·al 
clubs , serving religiosity on Sunday rnornin :>s , and Pa to th� 
ladi�s on Tuesdays . The do no all d ie ou as raoidly as 
Apos les ' Lu heran . Some of he may 1 �st ror centuries • But 

hey a re not whole , and cannot endure rorever .  
How hen arP you and I goin o ell whP her we a re  whOle 

in love? Is there any way ha t  we can tell whether our con­
grega · on i s  actua lly a oart of the Church c1 holic? Well , 
tha same Ignatius , who lived vP.ry shor ly a fter the t ime of , 
S .  Paul , would orobabl give this answer :  Christ is to be 
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found, and thus the ca':.hol · c Church is o be ound, in every 
congrega ion which oossesses he in s hrough which He has 
oromised to reveal Hi self to J'Tle n ,  and uses hem , or r� her 
lets Him use hem, · n  love . Chris promised o be wherever 
two or hree are gather d o e hPr i!l His Name , and H� oromised 
to be in t� Wor d and in he Sacramen s .  He is in Baotism; He 
is in the Scriptures ; HP is in serm�ns and in oious conversa­
tion; H� is in the Holy Communion . And when you out all ha 
tOf,ether, stir briskly and oour , you come out with he s:ime 
defini ion ha Mar in Lu her came out wi h our hundred 
years ago -- tha the ca holic C hurch exists wherever he 
Gosoel is rightly preached and he Sacraments riv.h ly admin­
istered. 

So we co� o he next word in he Creed : • Aoos olic . • 
Because one of he thin s we an when we say that the Church 
is Apostolic is jus t his : tha in he Ch 1rcti he Gospel ll 
righ ly oreached , arrl l- Sacrarr:ents .ru:.e. r '\ghtly administPred : 
preached and adrninis ered just as he Aoost les auvht. 

ow th� t  does not an ha wP- use he same worn� + hat 
hey used, as some p eoole seem o hink we should . Times have 

ch;m�ed. Our whole ou look on he world · s  di rferent . We to­
day face problems which h ey ne"er drea ed o" . The whole b:>sis 
of society has shifted . Twen ie h-c�n ury A�rica is just lli2i 
first-ce!'ltury ,reece . "Ye men of Athens . I see tha in all 
things ye are very reli ious , " would be a ore v sli� diet for 
modern Chris ians . a aoostolic1 y does an , thou�h . is hat 
I oreach o you he good news about he same Saviour Whom hey 
ore11ched, and he God o carr.e down · n  o history o save sinners; 
that I add no h in o and sub ract no hinl7 from the revelation 
which God gave in His Son; and hat vou receive at he table 
of he rd he same Christ om he Aoos les received. 

Saints ard heroes, lon before us , 
Firl"lll.v on this round have stood; 

. . . 
Ground we hold , whereon of old 

Fought the fai h ful and he bold . 

But you ard I do no simply believe in he same Tord 
th0se early Christians confessed ; we do not simoly held he 

round hat they once held . We 'lre oday one wi h hem. 
ile you and I are worsh iop im, our lord on earth,  all those 

who ha ve one before us in he faith are worshiooing Him in 
heaven • It sounds stra e o the modem ear , I know .  We much 
prefer o speak in terms o hin s tha we can see. and ouch, 
!"d Pe a sure . But tha t is what he Church has :1lways tauv.ht . 

Therefore, wi h angels �P"xi �rchan els, and with ill 1.b!!. £.Qa­
QADI. 2!. heaven , we laud ;i nd l'lla gnify Thy loriou.s Na111e • • •  • Those 

1 who h ave died in Christ are seoarated from us on�v by a little 
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soace ; "or while we sing His praises here, �ey are singing 
he oraises of the same lord here where He 1s. 

And , r1nall.y , to say hat he Church is Apostolic 1Teans 
one hing more ; i means ha you and 1 are sent -- sent to 
all who do no k now our God. For that i s  the re am.ng of he 
word " aoostle" - " one who is sent . "  You a nd I have been for-

iven by God - made holy in Christ .  Over he years, in c-eMor. 
and Sacramen , by he words and ac ions of he rr:embers or His 
body , Chris has nourished us wi h H is ul  l ,  His c1 thol1c 
love . B 1t one hing more He has don e ;  He has given o you and 

o me ,  as He ave o tha firs li tle ba nd of di.scioles, His 
aoos olic char e .  " As he Father ha h sent me , E-ve11 ->O send I 
vou ." To be holy and o be c- ·  tholic; hese are 011r orivileges ; 

hese are h0 gi" s which .rod has given us . To be 3pos olic , 
to be SP.nt in to he world to do H is work, this is our du y and 
our oooor un y; o speak the word of kindness, to work t� 
work of mercy , o hold ou he ,os el o Jesus Christ , and to 
bri•1g rr.en into he Church , tha grea ci y of Goo, whose 
ba tlemen s reach o heaven. 

This, then , is he one holy atholic a nd Apostolic Church, 
ou side o" which there is no salva ion . This is why I believe 
iP i t ,  and his is why I belong to it : he city o God , 

" On  Proohets and Aoostles buil , 
And Christ i,.,. corner-s one . "  

• 
• * • 

Are You For Rea l ?  

EIN i A T�ORT A I EMIL KUL�AR 

H .  Jeorge Anderson 

In the s�..,inarian ' s las issue John Kuls ,.. ven ured in ° 
the jungl,..s of ohilosoohy and came out wi h he assurance o f  
his own existence all s uffed and mounted . Now after follow' 
his accoun of h ' s  exoedition , I reTrtained unconvinced hat he 
had reall,.y bag ,ed his g1rne, so I' ci like o assert that he 
animal · s s ill loose . The certa in y of beine is s ill an 
ooen ouestion. 

ow here ar� wo kinds o cer ainty . One is lo ical 
certain y ,  and i is only "ound in mathematics, lo�ic , and 
s a em,..n s ha " reen rass is reen . 11 Then here is a sort 
o" osycholo jcal certain y ha ells us tha ha sun will 
rise omorrow ,  hat next week' s s ew will have the same taste 
and color as his week' s stew, and hat we see he world rnore 
or less as it really is . Mr .  Kulsar rejects both of these 
tyoes of certainty by saying that he mind can ' t  prove its 
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own exis ence logical 1.y any more han the ri h rand can 
sh ;ike hands wi h itself , a..,d he irrl can ' rove i s ex-
is '?nee osychologically because i s very hi"'kinr, may be an 
illus ion. Jus or pood re asure , he also ?'fll! :ec s the evid1=-nce 
o" sense oerceo i o , so the fact ha I can ouch "'.YSe lf or 
se� !!\VSel is also ruled a oossible delusion. 

So far , so good .  l, CM we turn o th.,. cons :r c .i"� a:r­
g�nt. Four consecu ive sente ces " ?'om the a:r icle b""a:r • r.e 
burden o oroof . He:-e hey are : " i;-or "'8n o ass.,. .. the cer­

ain y of his b"'i n , he rnust "irst declare the existi:>nce o" 
.• 1xl a d h is crectture�v deoendence uoon Him . 3u •he question 

11;1y arise, HCM do you know + ha the "iod u�on whom .vou oos:i 
your exist.,.nce ex ists? The Chr istian who has been co "ro:rted 
oersonally by ,od declares ca ego:r1call.Y , by "ai h, ha God 
is. But "a1 h must no be undPrs ood as a self- ene?'at , ve 

nnci le , and so 11erha ps illusory , but as a ":Jan ' s  total 
response o he oresence of God i :1  h · s li "e . '' 

Now e ' s  examine hese sen ences one b ·  one .  The firs 
says th.., we can only rove our ow ex · s .,,..ce by suooosing 
ha there is a God who made u s .  We �w have +wo bei. s o 

account for -- God and ourself . Mr. Ku sar hen asks he ob-
vious ques ion ,  "Ho..., cal"' we sure ha th1s ,od exis s7" The 
a swer o his oues i on leaves e unsa i s  fied . He savs ha 
w e  are ce.r in of ,od ' s ex1.s ence "'rou.Yh fa· h a d �hen de-

,. fires "aj h as .. h e  " to al response o • he oresel"'c of 1od " 1n 
our h "e . In other words . he •alida 1 on of +his "ai h u--s 
in our own l i "e a ,,d our- own !'esoo!lse . 1 ow bo h our 1 i "'"" a .  
our resoonses are kn n o us hrow�h wha o l !'  �i:>mory , our 
feelings , art:! OU!' se11ses ell us .  So we are r1gh back where 
we star ed . ,od ' s  exis ence is kncwn onl v  in our cwn exis-

ence , a�d as Mr. Ku sar n?'oved earlie.r in he ar 1cle,  our 
own exis e. ce ay • ery well be an illusion . He has rejected 
the mind aro he senses as valid �ethods of findi�g cer a1n y, 
ye he ul ima e�v ne eds hem bo h o assP r h0 ex· tence of 
Jcxi , If he can only be cer i n  of God by :referring o he 
vecy onnci le he is t:ry1 g o rov e ,  then t he  ar"'U"l"""" be­
co�s c1rc�lar and inconclus ve . 

We a:-e le f , then , wi h no ce .. ai. v o" our own ex st--nc� . 
True, .. here may "" no l o�1cal oroof ha � we do ex s , or + ha 
100 '!Xis s ,  bu h 1s actual l  • worries none o us . ',-le sti ll 
0 on h1nk1.ng , alking, and planni g as 1 f our existence were 
hi'" mos c"'r a i hin n he world . This osycholo�ical cer-
a1nty is al l we need , and he a terr.p o cons rue some 

svs ematic me h oci  o" oroof will alwavs break on the J'I\YS ery of 
crea ion .  If we nccept the fac ha our existence is given, 
that 1od has p ut  us here, and that we can nevP.r rationally 
�ssert hat we graso our cwn being , he we ca be ru�v 

l���e and dep endent on he Creator and Sustainer of his 
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A Meditation on he Annunciation : March 25 • • • 

CALL TO GREATNESS 

Robe:rt E .  ,rochau 

Years oass alon oui ck�v, and March zc: usualLv oasses by 
wi hou many oeoole even oausin� to no e the da e. To manv 
the dat� does not recall any si gnificant event. Most uoon 
bPing questioned would not be able to s�v what March 25 

• signified other than th� mistaken answer, "So!'lng begir.s on 
March 25."  However, to h� Christian ChJ�ch this day is a 
!-'es ival . Altr.ough it is no a G:rea er Fes ival, 1 s 1moor -
ance can no be den1ed, for it. i s  on his day tha we observe 
r.e Annuncia ion. 

It was a Na7,areth, a small village in the GalJ lean 
hills where Christ was la er o be raised as a child, th�t 
he angel Gabriel came to a youn� v1 :rgin na!lled Mary who w�s 

betrothed to Joseoh, a desc•ndant of David. The angel 1nro:rmed 
Mary that she had found favor in the lord ' s  eyes and said:  
"The lord is wi h thee . 11 

Gabriel could see hat Mary was surorised and dis urbed 
at this occurrence as mos . of us would be or. s uch an occasion. 
Gabriel sensed this uneasiness and oroceded to calm her by 
exolair.ing his visitation : "Fear not, Ma ry : for hou hast 
found favor wi h God. And behold, thou sh�l conceive in 
thy womb, and bring f or h a  son, and shalt call his name 
Jesus. He shall be grea , and shctll be cal led he Son of 
he Most High : and the I.ord God shall give un o him he 
hrone of his "ather David; and he shall reign over he 

house of Jacob for ever; and of his ki gdom there shall 
be no end . 11 

'.-Iha a oroclamation to be a nnounced o a young g1rl! 
Mary, like all devou Hebrews, was aw�re of' Isaiah ' s  

oroohecy of' earl1er cen uries foretelling of' he b ir h of 
an Im-r.anuel, and now Gabriel announces tha her s on would 
be na'""d Jesus: "The I.ord is sa lva ion • ., A revela ion 
like this was incomorehensible o ry, 1nd sh� showed her 
perolexi y wheP she inout r""d : " How shall his be, seeing 
I know no q m.-,n ?" She did not doubt Gabriel ' s  orocla-
�1 ion as z�charias had done six mon hs bP"ore when Gabriel 
had a nnounced th2t he would h:we a !'i'On, who would be c alled 
John the Bao ist. No � �b ry did no doub Gabriel ' sloOrds, 
but she was overwh lmed ! 

This or en o�ralle s our own exoerience. We mav feel 
this O"erwhelming bewilderment when here is s ome task o 
�e oerformed in our service t.o Christ a nd he church. 

� ith � . this feeling becomes most acute when I am preoaring a sermon, or a Bible lesson, or a talk to a n  organization, 
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or even in the contemplat ion of other church duties . It is 
at  this moment that I am overcome most frequently with the 
enormity of the task. Suddenly , the vastness of our faith 
is la id strikingly ooen be fore me like a Rembrandt oaint1ng. 
I see the beauty and color of its compos iti on; yet the 
intricacies and comolexities are also too real istically 
9resent . I am troubled and perplexed , for at this moment 
'!rrf limitations are thrown up to � in distinc contrast to 
the i�mense scooe of the raith , and the ques ion inevitably 
comes o mind : "How c::in I ake all this meaningfu l ,  for r,ry 

alen s �re ew , and I know not how? 11 

Or for us , this feeling o f  be i  � overwhelmed in the call 

o the ".Josoel minis trv m::iv onlv come in our confession and 
repent::ince uoon self-exam ina 1on in he l i  h t  o Christ . It 
i s  onl..v in he recof"Tli+ion of our si nful bein that this 
amazement of 2.1!f. b0ing c2lled to service is overwhelming. If 

hP verv love of Christ which we oreach to H i s  o eople is for­
gotten in our rel::i i ons to fel low Semina ians a s  we arro­
�antl,y cry "idiot" and "boob , 11 then !)erhaos we are not God' s 
Pif t  o re ouloit :ind na storate after all . We become blinded 
by he epotis ica l deli .,hts of' a fertile ima gi'1ation not able 

o see hat God has cal led us to so!Tl'!thing greater han exer­
cising ::i oseudo-suoeriority over our neighbor . °'11.y in the 
realiza ion o the greater ca ll of Christ and His church do we 
have our true mis s ion , -- a task necess i tating i:riving uo our 
sil"ful delights . It can only be in our re ntance tha t w e  
acknowledP,e that our neighbor has been called to a greater 
mission a nd we to a les ser . We ask : "Have we truly been 
called o this office ?" We wonder if the church correctly 
cal led us o His service as we reoent or our cc""ceited pride, 
and suddenly he enormity of the pastoral of'fice is over­
whelming . With Mary we a re overcome by this calling . 

Note in our text now the answer to both Ma ry ' s  and our 
feeling o f  quandry : 11 And he ::inge l answered � nd said unto 
��:-, The Holy Ghost shall come uoon th-=-e, and he oower of 
the Most High shall overshadow thee : " 

Here Ma ry was old how the conceo i on would take ola ce .  
o longer need she be troubled , ror the oower of Ood would 

overshada.r rer, a nd  the Holy Ghost would be he �gent of the 
Inca ma ion . 

Thus it i s  with us when we ;i re e:oing a bout our Chris u�n 
charl"e . The strength o" he Holy Ghost is uoon u s ,  and the 
oower of God overshadows our wo& for HiJTI . When we feel that 
a mission is oo grea �nd are ovPrwhelmed by i s  scooe ,  we 
should realize hat of ourselves the task is im.,nense ,  but as 
servants of God we derive our stren th from Him . The mission 
of Chris ianity was m.�de known to us throu .h Christ and His 

eachi n�s , and His  coming was fir st made known to us at th is ... 
Annuncia tion . Chri s t  ave us our charges which of themselves 
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overwhelm us, but through the power of God and the strength of 
the Holy Spirit the mission is made accomolishable. Mary 
could not understand how she could give birth o a child , �or 
she had known no man . r • en we are overcome by the assignment 
of �aki�g Christ's teachings relevant and meaningful in a 
skeot1cal world of strik1ne 1nd1fference, we must realize it 
is only through the oower of God hat we can do any hing las ing . 
It 1s when we are confron ed wi h our own limitati ons hat we 
are glad hat God sent His Son into he world o save us rrom 
our own destruc 10n . Then came he Holy Soir1 as a comforter 
to give us strength a:1d oower o live out our l1ves in Christ. 

From this account of thP. Annuncia ion of the future 
birth o f  a Savior , here i s  one rnal lesson. After this 
revela ion and assurance o

r he oower of  God we no e Mary ' s  
inal words : "Behold he handmaid o" the Lord; be it unto me 

according to thy word. 11 Mary was sayir1g 1n so many words 
"All of this is incomnrehensible, bu I have faith in God 3nd 
his word . "  In her response we see surrender in submiss1on o 
the will of od .  

Needless to say , Mary could have rejec ed all of this story 
that abriel had told her . In those days , if a betro hed 
woman was found unfaithful, she would be stoned to death . A 
dental would seem quite natural ; yet , �3r resoonse was one 
of trust 1n God. 

All too often when we are confronted with he call to ser­
vice for God , we deny his Lordshio. In soite of his instruc ion 
of how o live wi th our ne1ghbor , . we ' ll do it our way , and our 
way seems o result 111 darkness before we see he light. An 
analogy mi ht be found in a sand-lot football game . The 
quarter-back calls a olay for around ri h end, but you, he 
half-back, decide you know better. You ' ve soot ed a suoposed 
weakness 1n he cen er and will go hrough there for a big 
gain in soite of the quarter-back . You ' re thrown for 1 five 
yard loss . The next play you decide o buck he ltne a�ain 
a�ainst he called play i n  order to rove tha your way is 
wisest . You are t hrown for a 10 yard loss .  If  your team-mates 
haven' thrown you out, you say submissively o the quarter­
back · "All ri�ht , you win . You call he olays ; I'll follow . "  

This is precisely what we must do when confron e d  wi h 
God's demand uoon our lives. We must realize hat He will 
call the olays , and we must follow and trust h1s judgment. 
H: has the oerspective of the whole f 1eld , and col"trols the 
time as well.  This is what Ma ry dtd She bowed o the w1ll 
of God by leaving the whole matter in his hands. She was 
submissive and surrender�d, �nd from the later accounts we 
see that God did not dis,oooint her I is onl.v in such 
comolete surrender that we are given strength o assume our 
tasks that he Incarnate Son made known whil� He dwelt 
among us. 
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I was in his same soirit o surrender that our lcrd 
orayed His Father ' s  will be done. This led h to the cross, 
bu he cross of vie ory . n we surrender to he will or 
God, we have the oower of the Holy Soirit to aid us in servL, 
Jesus Christ as we 1 'lve, study, and witness in this com.'nunitv 
to o r fellow studen s. If we ignore our Lord ' s  injunction · 

o live in Christian fellowshio and continue our oet y goss1o­
in and judging �nd condemning , our lives are a mi carriage 
nnd he or ayer for his day a st 11.l-birth : " . • • that as we 
have kno . the !ncarnation of Thy Son Jesus Christ by he 

essa e of an angel, so by His Cross and Passion we may b e  
brought unto the glory of His Resurrection; . • •  11 Amen. 

PLAYERS PRESE�T 
" THE;, SIGN OF JONAH" 

� est oroduc 1On of the 
Mt . Air:v Players , camous thes­
oians , is "The S1gn of Jonah . "  

A resul of he resur­
gence or modern morality and 
m •s•ery olays ir. the church , 
"Sign" ' S  he work of a ,er­
man Lutheran oastor, who , 1n 
1946 ,  lived outside Berlin . 

Un:aue in that , unlike 
most relirious theatrical 
oroduc ions , it has been a 
success on he orofpssional 
sta e as well as am ng church 

rouos, he olay is ri�l, an 
e rror to determine who is 
rp�oonsible for �orld War II 
crim�s .  As such, 1t 001nts 
uo he crisis of Man . 

Dr.  Martin Heinecken is 
raculty advisor for the olay, 
directed and cast by John 
Ziegler . 

Presen �tion 1s set for 
Thursday , Aoril 28, at 8 : JO, 
in he chaoel. 

The work has a d  rect 
relevance to the German oeo­
ole in part cular , but more 
gPnerally to mankind as a 
whole . 

GERMANTO: l HOME 
AND EUROPEAN CHIID 
BE ErIT FROM FUND 

Germantown Lutheran Ho� 
and Save the Children Fed er­
ation have received equal 
shares of the Student Body' s 
$150 Benevolence Fund . 

The Ho� is currently 
soonsor1ng a drive known as 
"O�ration A ed . "  Already 
underway is the renovation ar.d 
refurnishing of a buildin for 

he accomodation of more aged 
oeople . Mt . Airy' s contribu­
tion is to helo in this pro ect . 

Save the Children Fed er­
ation is ,qn international child 
service agency , supoort•d en­

irely by volun ary gifts, It 
is active in America, Eurooe, 
L-banon, Israel, and Ko�ea. 

Mt . Airy ' s  gift will be 
used to orovide clothing and 
food :rnd one vear old Bernd 
Buttner as w�ll as a s111all cash 

1ft for the 'Je rmi:m inf ant I s 
family. 

A mem�r of the Int ernat-
ional Union for Child Welfare, 
the federat on is support""d by 
numerous coll,. es nd universi• 
t1es. Among the l ational soon• 
sors s }'!rs. IM ght D. Eisen-
hower . 



HEYER COMMlSSIOtl DRIVE 
·265 rnoM � .10AL 

N'th less tha half of the 
annual Peyer Co:m.:\ssion Drive 
ro111oleti:od, nearly L:2 ?'""r ce. 
o" the $450 goal has m en re­
ceivPd. 

The $185 was collected �rom 
abou 1 ner cer. of he "acul y 
and s u ent body combined. 

Dr. Earl Reber , m dical 
issio ary o Liberia, was gues 

speaker at he Drive 1 s openi. 
March 2 .  He presen ed he 11r­
·en call of the 11 �dical need 
of L1�r:i a.  11 

,rea es need , said Dr. 
Reber, is "or rained r o. nel 
and this heln e lains the Hey­
er Co!'!: ission I s decision o 
!'aise "unds o hel pay he ex-
�nses 1nd tuition of L" bPr\an 
s tur!ent Roland Payne. r. 
Payne is oresen ly s udying at 
the Kansas Universi y School of 
Medicine . 

Af'tpr completion of his 
trainin�, he will re urn o Li­
beria 1s he first native lu h­
_.ran doctor rained 1 n he U . S .  

Six M .  Airy men are among 
the s uden s chosen o -t  end 
the Washi � on Sefl'\inar "or 
lu h�ran S uden s .  

Selected from �t . A ry 
are: Jam"'s 3erg, Willt ,m !-'e s­
e er, Donald luck , Walter Mil­

ler, Al"-rt Schrum a d Wal er 
P.i chcoclr. 

' 
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Co-�oonsored bv the 'a io -' al u.itheran Council� and he 
luther,,n Church - Missour 
Synod , the seminar j s  to be 
held Aoril -6. 

ISM DISCUSSES 
11 MI ISTqy A 1D SACRAP'.ENTS11 

11 The Church : Her Minis ry 
and Sacramen s" will be di_ 
cussed along the lires of 
three tradi ions : Refo�d , 
Roma , and Free, a the ISM 
Sprin Reg'onal Conferenc�. 

Scheduled for Aoril 14-
16 , the con erence is o 'e 
h�ld a Crozer Theolo teal 
Semi ary ( H_..formed), Chester. 

I�"orma io concern · rg 
cost , travel , and sneaker is 
o be announced la er. 

Middle Class Presiden 
Ar hur H�nne is scheduled o 
be in a ye1r 1 s internship in 

he Vir in Islands July l. 
Henne is the seco d Y .  

Airy an o serve ther , and 
wi 1 succ•ed "ieorp:e H�ndley, 
who will return o cortole e 
his senior vear. 

L1r es oarish in he 
Caribbean Synod, �rederic� 
Lutheran Church on the 1sland 
of S • Thomas will be the site 
o most of his work. Second 
church in the oad sh :i s  locat­
ed on S .  John Island. The 

R•v . Ja!l'!es G. Amos is oas or. 
Aooroxima ely 2 , 000 miles 

"rom r. Hen e ' s  M�nnaroneck , 
• Y. home, he cliurch 1 St . 

Thomas has an int•restin� his­
ory. Formerly oart of he 

Ienish a ional Church, Fred­
erick Church retains some of 

he practices of tha rouo , 
includ'n eucharistic vest-

en s .  Y.r. �nne , however, 
will be clothed with the ���­
nel. 



N IEBUHR ON CAMPUS ; 
STUDIES INSTITUTION 
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Dr.  H. Richard iebuhr , 
director of the Soecial Study 
of Theological Education in 
America, visited Mt. Airy ' s  
camous March 14 to meet with 
the administration and facul­
ty in order to review the �en­
eral obiecttves , life , and 
character of the institution. 

Closely related to the 
American Association of Theo­
logical Schools , the study, 
oroc�eding under a Carnegie 
Foundat1on grant, "is not 
withou ru11 and sufficient 
indeoendence for an objective 
survey " 

Regional distribution, 
de�ominational-interdenomir­
ational oattern, and the 
variet1es and size of all the 
schools were considered in 
selectinu the 25 reoresent-
2 ive school from a total 150. 

" KIN IERGA RTEN , CLOISTER, 
011 CO�ITY ?" ASKS 
Sr¥.POSJUM 

Under the auspices of 
Student Body Symoosium Com­
mittee, a panel of two stu­
dents and two faculty members 
discussed the Seminary by 
f�cing the question, " Kinder­
garten, Cloister, or Commun­
ity?" 

Professor John Reumann 
moderated the rch l session . 

Junior Donald luck and ., 
Dr . Theodore Tappert spoke on 
he academic side of Seminary 

1 fe . ?resenting he social 
side were Senior Allan �ibson 
and Dr. Russell Snyder. 

MRS . HAVERS AT ElECTED 

WIVES ' CWB PRESIDENT 

1-�rs. Albert L. Haversat 
Jr . ,  was elected Wives' Club 

r 

ores ldent at tre March 10 bus- < 
iness meeting . Mrs. F.dward L. rt 
0 '  Shea was elected 1st vice- ., 
:9resident, and ¥.rs . Durrell J .  · 
Seio, 2nd vice-oresident. },.w "' 

treasurer is ¥.rs . Gustav A. � 
Wuestefeld . 

Secretary and 
Representative are 
ted in the fall. 

Editorial 
to be elec-

The Rev. Floyd Paules, 
oastor of Our Saviour Church, ' 
Haddonfield , N . J . , gave an ac-

1 count March 15 of the exoeri­
ences of "Children in the Par- 1 
sonage. 11 Pastor and Mrs. • 
Paules have three children. i 

On Tuesday . March 29. the 
Rev. Herbert F .  Gernert, Jr . •  
will soeak about "Christian 
Psychology. M 

At the Aoril 26 meeting, 
the last regular meeting for 
the year , Mrs. John Kaelberer 
will soeak on "A Year 's  Exoer­
ience as the Wife of an Assis­
tant Pastor. "  

-- I.ea Messner 

ALUMNI CONVENE 

Annual Alumni Convocation 
A. 's � is to be held on Mt. 1r., 

campus April 1) and 14, report 

Alumni Association president 
Theodore L. Fj sher. 

�el:ttions between synods 

and the t:l.C, with respect to 
Toronto , will be discuss!d, 

Unde rp,radua e Seminary 
· 

. t d t atten< studP.nts are inv.1. e O 

1 the convocation. A fee wil 
be charged. 



01W the Presiden ' s  sk • • • 

1WO CONVERSATIONS ONE QUOTE , AND O E CONTROVERSY 

It was an ove r-the-desk conversa ion . I was the one oarty 
:o it. The subjec was th challenge tha t some of our seniors 

re going to be facing in s om of he di fficult si ua t ions 
:onfron ing them as  hey go out 1n answ�r to their  firs cal ls . 
( was inclined to be a bit concerned . But back came the an-
,;er, " Bu I hink it ' s  wonder"ul. Tha way we ' ll gr giants 

not just nice lit le men ! "  

• • • 
Sreaking with a former s ud�n just t-erore his graduation 

while back , I said , half 1n Q estion , " You were a Muhlenberg 
n 7" To which he retorted , 11 I fil!l a Muhlenberg m::tn : "  -- Of 

ourse he was ri ht . ·.-le do ' t  lay aside our backpround 1 ike 
old sui • It goes on wi h 1s ; it con inues a oart o us . 

it also supv.ests the though tha in this day when Muhlenberg 
ls calling for added supoor , , every Muhlenb rg man must s 'lf\d 
o and be counted , free v ackno#ledging his continuing obli-

,ation. 
• • • 

In the la es ISA " ews le er,  11 Donald R .  He i�es , execu­
tive secreta ry of the Div s ion o S uden Service of he at­
ional L.itheran Council , c oncludes wi h a thoui;tht-inspiring 
uote from " that modern sa int and ma rtyr ,  Dietrich Bonh rrer , "  

•Toe Chu�ch do�s not n�ed brillian rsonali ies but 
f1ith�ul servan s of Jesus and he brethren . Not in the 
for.ner but in the lat er is he lack . The Church will 
place its co fidence on�v in the simple servant of he 
Word of Jesus Chris because it knows that then i w ill 
be guided , not according to humanwisdom and h n cor-
ceit bu by the Word o he ,ood Sheoherd . " 

• • • 
n There are those who w ill regret the oossible c ont roversv 

: cen ly bev.un by Dr .  Hans Bolewsk i , head of  the Lu he ran World 
!edera ion ' s  Department of  Informa ion and edi or o he jour-
al, " Lu heran World . 11 It will be rec'll led ha he has asked the question whe her he Church of  Sweden " s  i 11 can be con-
idered as belonging to the Lutheran world ?" The question was 

�soired by his attendance a t  he consecra ion of he new 
;ishop of Stockholm, Dr. Helge Ljung rg . He rurther a-;ks , 
.�s its new interes for the church se rvice and he n� ure of 
�he Church betray a leaning owa rd s  Angl '\ can views ra her h�n 
• @  corresoonding tendencies in he Lu heran churches?" And 
gain , •Seein tha i ha oreserv the a postolic succession 

�•en after the Reformation , does i not consider i self more 
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closely allied to Anglicanism han to Lutheranism?" 
It aopears that �t the consecration in question 

resen a ives from churches with apostolic succession 
in the laying on of hands. The An lican Bishoo did ; 
from Norway did not. 

only ?"et>­
too1< oart 
a 3isho 

Archbishoo Yngve Brilioth of Sweden resents he lied 
char e that " he Swedish church hns not dis char ed i s du ies 
as a rnember of he Lutheran World Federa ion,"  :md says, •. -
ever �uch we value our membershio, we cannot consider h• 
redera · on as a suoerior authori y wi h he nower o curtailir� 
our liberty towards non-Lutheran churches. " He fur her i sists 
tha he Church of Sweden "has never left he I.uthPran u,-• 

and claims that "any dis inction be ween dif ,..rent ca • ories 
o" ass is tin bishoos was who'll.y unoremedi tated , 11 He reels 
that he c1rcumstance was "due o a oriv:lte decision by e 
bishoo in question or si.,,ply he "act ha t  he number o as­
sis in bi shoos was so great ha hey could no all et :.ear 
enough. " 

It is, o course, no hing new that the Anglican Cnurch 
recognizes he aoostolic uccession in he Church of Sweden. 
This has been true or thirty-some vears. And it is ood to 
hear 3rilioth stressing the autono of our Lutheran Chu.."'Ch 
bodies. We · America would cla irn i ror oursP.lves. he 
other nand, is not the relati onshio wi h other Lu heran 
churches involved? Must not all he memb,..rs o f  any rederat.ion 
bear heir fell -m mbers .i n  mind in all their actions? Is it 
unrela ed. "or examole . o he co ate issue of the discussior:s 
continuing between representatives of he Federa ion o Evan­
gel cal Lu heran Churches of India and the reoresenta ives of 
he Church of South India with 1ll its Anglican rk:s ? Ard:­

bishop Brilioth remarks that: "wP h"lve always been careful to 
ooint out to our An llcan friends h�t our rel:ltionship 111th 
thP. Church of England must not entail �ny change wha ever in 
our connection with the other Lu he ran churches. 11 But ca! it 
helo bu do so? And doesn ' t  it all involve some ra he a C1 

ight-rooe walking? 
There is a basic question o be considered , na�el.y, 

whether Lutheranism does justice o its own genius and cul us 
when i P.ngages in certain of he se in imacies. In a day ween 
here is more than a little danger of aoing Anplicani in 

some qu�rters, or ,t least takin on some of i s  color aro 

oractice without the fullest consideration of all th.a is in­
volved, I find myself quite content ha t  Dr. Bolewski r..as 
raised he .issue. It needs thinkin through in �ore areas 
one, with every effort to leave orejudice out o he oictm-e 
and to hink in terms of what is best ror he Chrlstian ca� 
and truest to our heritage and the resoonsibility or oar 
evan�elical witness. 

Henry H. Bagger 


