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A Meditation . . . 

2. 

THE 1E'.-I BETHEL 

Dr. Russell D. Snyder 

In he March nu'.?lber of The Seminarian my Junior colleag e, 
Prof. ReQ�ann, o-wned our eyes o he perils of allegorical m-

erore ion. His able and exceptionally int resting article 
on he relation of heolo ical exe esis to he his orical var­
:ie y not only measured up to rey exoecta• ions in every respec ; 
it also impelled me to re-examine some of rey old sermons on he 
Four h Gospel. The mind hat ave birth to the Fourth ospel 
was profoundly reystical and allegorical; it saw sr,bolical 
m�anin s where less crea 1ve minds see only bald his orical 
fac s. Unless we ake this mind-set in o accoun , we are not 
in erore in he Fourth os el ei her his orically or theo­
logically ._ But h · far can we afford to o? Wha if we suc-
cumb o r.e sub lP and ever-orP.sent temp at:io o read in o 
�he Four h "ospel mP.anings which he Evanr,elis never intended 
1 o convey? In that vent Prof. Reumann would have every 
right o remind us that we are sinning the sin of Heracleon, 

he second cen ury Gnostic who earned his ingl"orious niche in 
his ory by his ranciful mis1n erpretations o r he Fourth 

ospel. 
'..i1 th the informal sane o. o he edi orial staff, I }fav� 

decided o share with he readers of The Seminarian the sub-
s ance of one of rey sermons on he Fourth Gospel. I hooe they 

will do me the honor of assuming th;1t l am n.Q1 submitting it as 
a model; I am submitting it as an illus ra ion of a problem in 
ho, 1le ics. Have I one oo far down he road which Bunyan 
travelled 1 Have I read in o the Evan elist' s mind ideas and 
i si�b s hat ar� ou of line wi h his understanding of the 
gospel? 

I 

John 1: 51 "Hereafter ye sha 11 see heaven open, and the 
angels of Goel ascendin. and descending uoon he Son or Man.� 

I have never ei her heard or read a sermon on this text. 
I seems o mystify our nastors as it mystifies us. We see 
Jesus, s anding on he threshold of his minis ry, holding be­
fore the eyes of  h1s newly won disciples he entrancing pros­
pect tha hereafter they will see he angels of Goel ascending 
and descending uoon him -- a promise that · s as piquant as it 
1s rnystifying. What are we to understand by it? 

Suooose we begin by putting it back into its setting. 
Long ago I learned o look uoon he Fourth Gospel as a heavenly 
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oageant in which the Evangelist is playing uoon certain nwsti­
cal and symbolical meanings in scene after dramatic scene from 
our lord's earthly ministry. In nw s dy of the several scenes 
I gen-rally bP- in by asking myself just how they would have to 
be managed if hey were o put on the stAge. In he scene 
before us. as I visualize it, he background would take the 
form of a mass ve mural depicting Jacob's exoerience at an­
cient Bethel, a holy place which Jesus a:,d he disciples trav­
elled on heir way o Cana. The mural would be placed here in 
he hope ha it would have he effect of keeping vividly be­

fore our eyes he symbolical background on which our ext rests. 
It is a ra sparen allusion o he hal) -ved story of Jacob's 
v1sion at Bethel. In his dream Jacob saw a ladder reach1ng up 
into heaven, with " he angels of God ascending and descend�ng 
on it" ( en. 28:12). · en he awoke he exclaimed, "Surely the 
lord is 1n this u lace ••••• This 1s he house of God, this is 
the ga e of heaven" ( .1en. 28:16-17). T ereupon he called he 
olace Bethel, and he word Be hel ans House of God. ' 

Wha Jesus is saying to th d scioles, then, is that he 
is heir ew Beth 1� their new House of 'od. Elsewhere 1n the 
Fourth Gospel he is portrayed as he new Tabernacle, he new 
Temple. he new �ine. he new Manna. he new Israel (Vine), 
and th• new Paschal Lamb. Here he s ands revealed as our new 
Bethel. In him he " raf"ic" between heaven and earth. what 
Francis Thompson has desc--'- beci as " he ra "fie of Jac:>b' s 

• ladder II wi 11 become s rikingly realistic o all who have eves 
to see. In Jacob's dream he "traffic" remained only a drea1t1, 
a vague. shadowy symbol. In the person �nd minis ry of Jes� 
the dream will work out in o blessed actuality. From he1r 
own exoerience the disciples will d1scover hat the gates of 
heaven have been opened wide to hiJn, tha in hiJTI the lines of 
COT1'111\unication between heaven and earth are always open to 
those who are one wi h him by faith. S andin in his oresence, 
they will standin n the presence of one who has all the 
POWer of God and all he love of God at his beck and call. 
5tandin� in hisµ-esence, they will be standing in the presence 
of God. 

But what does all this �ean o us in our dail_y living? If 
the Risen lord is our Bethel, our al.ace of rellowship with God, 
are we jus i ied in assuming that he would have us turn our 
backs on all earthly places of worsh1p and lPt hem fall in o 
decay? To read any such nonsense into his �ords would be to 
do tragic violence o hem as well as o he example he has 
given us. �erywhere 1n he Gos. ls he stands before us as one 
who, far from looking with scorn upon oubl1c worsh10 in holy 
places, welcomed every ooportunity o oart1cipate in it. The 
Chris ian life, 1 ke all 1 e. has its rou le aspects. its 
public asoec s. ts conununity asoects. Besides, human nature 
bein what it ·�. w� lways have o take in o ccoun h� sln-



is er orobability that, if we do;not worshio God publicly in 

Church, we are n9t worshipping him at all. 
No, our text is not directed against any tyoe of worshit, -· • I 

public or private. fonnal or informal. Actually it is in the 
deepest and truest sense a summons to worship. It is a vivid, 
dramatic way of saying hat the life we 1 ive from dav to day, 
in the home, in the office, in he shop, in he club, on the 
streets, ought o exhale he aroma of worship. It ought to 
take the fonn or a con inuing fellowshio with the risen lord in 

tha heavenly Bethel which he has orovided for us. 

II 

let me now take you on a brief oilgrimage to this new 
shrine of the soul. The irs impression we eet as we stand in 
the narthex and scan he sacred aooointments in he nave is 
that here all life is holy, as ho as God. The lines we are 
wont to draw tween the sacred and the secular now seem sadly 
ou of place, like a soda fountain in he chancel. 

Several years ago a discerning Christian lawyer opened.,,, 
eyes to certain ethical blindspots which Christian people who 

draw sharp lines be ween the sacred and he secular someti.Jlles 
bring with them into his office. He informed me that his cli­
ents are for the most oar honorable, uprigh �en. They would 
not even dream or doing aT\Ything for which hey could be ?,it 
behind bars. But all too many of them, he said, stop at that 
point. As soon as they become involved in court processes, they 
exoect their attorneys o take full advantage of every loophole 
in the law. They seem o take for granted that anything that is 
legal is �lso ethical and right and proper and Christian. 

What is wrong? Apparently many of our people do not real­
ize tha the life we have been called to live is a life lived 
in the presence of God and in continuing fellowshio with hill. 
They do not realize th-'lt we have been called o be just as 
•Christian• in he co11r room as we are in church. They do not 
realize hat in he new Bethel in which we have t>Pen called to 

spend our days, nothing is secular, everything is in harmony 

with its high sanctities and its heavenly over ones. If we 
sink to the secular level in any respect, we are orofaning the 
House o God, profaning our Icrd's rsonal Holy of Holie s. 

III 

From the narthex of our new Be hel we walk forward and 
take our olaces in the pews. As we listen to the words of life 

addressed to us from the pulpit by the risen Icrd, we soon �is­

cover that in his eyes life in all its phases is an act of wor­

ship. When you say of a friend that he is a man of orayer, you 

.. 
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are not sayinc aey hing distinctive about him. All men of God 
are �n of prayer. Bu if you can say of him that h is whole 
life is a orayer, an act of worship, you a re ascribing a forl"I 
of Christlikeness to him. 

a is wor hip? iorship is at bo om a grateful return­
in o God of everything we have received from him. Since ev­
ery day of he life we live has come o us �rom hi�, we are 
not worshiopin him in he Chris ian sense un}prq we �-��ca e 
ever._y day o hi.rn, to the doing of his will and o the achieve-
.en of his hol,y ourooses. Ri htly understood, the o raises we 

sing in church, the gi ts we oss upon the offering plates, are 
bu tokens of worship, okens of a radical consecration o life 

"' in its otali ty to God. Without his total consecration, our 
songs of oraises will have a hollow ring. They will grate on 
God's ears, like the sounding brass and clangil"'g cymbals that 
filled he air at he oagan rites which Paul has in mind in 
I Cor. lJ :1. 

IV 

At he proper irne we leave our daces in the oews �nd 
ove forward o the altar. Standing there before the risen 

lord at his cross-crowned altar, we learn a lesson that is even 
more vital and vitalizing. We learn that in his eyes all life 
is a sacramen -- not rnerel,y an act of worship but �lso a sac­
rament. When we think of he Christian 11 fe as an act of wor­
ship, we a re th· nklng · n terms of an act of man -- of man as 
the one wno act�. en we think of it as a sacrament, we are 
hinking in tjDr-is of an act of God. As modem theologians love 

to put it, man is no longer the one who acts but the one who 
is acted upon. In Word and Sacrament, God comes to man and 
offers him every hing he needs to make his life complete. In 
Word and Sacrament he comes to us and o ffers us himself. And 
is that no the very heart of the New Testament, its basic 
orientation? On almost every page he stP�ds before us as a 
seeking God, a per tually seeking God, a God who is always 
seeking us, seeking us in spi e of our blasphemies and our 
sh'lbby desecra ions, seeking u., in spite of our sins, yes, be­
cause of hem. His love has been compared to the ocean playing 
upon the dykes o Holland. Like he ocean it keeps feeling for 
an ooening in our lives. Once it is given a fair start, it 
comes rushing in o re lowla�ds in a mighty flood, carrying 
every hin before it. All tha. he really asks of us is hat 
we give him his chance. 

This does not mean tha tre risen lord will autOIT!atically 
solve all our oroblems for us. He wants us o becOffle strong 
men of God, not mere puppets on a string. What it does mean 
is that he always stands ready and eager to throw all the re­
sources or heaven into the struggle on our side. And is that 
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not just what we need? Left o himself, man is like� horse 
expected o pull a load meant for ten, a load which it cannot • 
even budge. As Schlatter used to put it, dig in spurs into 
the horse will not solve the proble . What the horse needs 
and what we ne d is a lift -- power rrom the outside that will 
lif us ou of ourselves and above oursPlves a make new men 
and women of us in spite of ourselves. And that is where the 
symbolism o our text, this o icture of the angels of Ood as­
cending and d?scending upon he Son of n, begins to speak to 
our condition with oower. It br1.ngs us he grand, ineffable 
assurance that all the oower of Goo and all the love of God 
have bee� hrown in o the s niP,gle on our side. 

V 

Thus we see hat the salient lesson of our text, he 
thou�h ha he risen Lord is he sanctuary in which we have 
been cal led to spend our days, is more han a romantic fantasy. 
Like all vital try, i is basically realistic. The 1110re 
seriously we ake it, the more realis \c i becomes. God nenr 
i tended tha we should spend all our ime sitting in earthly 
tel'lloles. For ha matter, there come imes to us all when, 
owing o sickness or ohysical infirmity, we cannot worship God 
publicly in church, much as we mi�h want o do so. But 
blessed be his Holy Name, our God has provided a heavenly sanc-

ua for us i"l he oerson of he risen lord, a Bethel to ... 

which we can always turn for li""ht 'lnd power and healing. In 
his living sanctuary the risen lord comes o us day in and day 

out, in sickness and in h alth, in he dark days and in the 
bri ht days -- he co, s o us, to each of us in our infir111ities 
and sins, and asks: n·"hat is your deepes need? Is it forgive­
ness? Here i is, take it. Is it victory ov""r sin and death? 
Here i is , take it. Is it ha ooiness? Is it oeace with God 
and oeace with men? Here it is: take it. This is rrr:, body 
which is broken or you. My flesh is food indeed, and rfl1 
blood is drink indeed. I am the way he tnith and the life. 
I am the resurrection aro the life. I am the light of the 
world. I am he bread of life; he who comes o me shall not � 
hunger, and he who believes in me s hall never thirst.• 



FROM A SE �IOR S VIEWPOINT 

Edward F. We1sko ten 

In hree years. he 1moress1ons d exceriencPs tha we 
have here at Mt. Airy are bound to be manv and varied. For he 
mos part, they are haooy and beneficial exoeriences of learn­
ing. On he other hand, the gnoes often !'1_y thickmd f ast 
during bull sessions. Sometimes we realize la er hat our 
judgments have been too harsh, or, occas1 ,n-0lly, no harsh 
enouph. So we often revise our ooinions of his or ha asoect 
of cr>mim ry life several times before the momen ous day of 

· graduation 1s reached. However, when some criticisms are 
voiced again and again, by each new class. and wi h of en in­
creasing intensity, then it bPcom�s aoo�rent hat somethir� is 
really wrong. Such criticism, I hink, ou h to be made oublic 
and be given honest consideration by those in a oosi ion to 
make some suggested changes. 

.-

Of course, any criticism by students runs the risk of be­
ing classed with tha of cr�nks and old maids. For somp reason 
students, 1n the eyes of most administrations �nd faculties, 
are the least qualified oeoole to evaluate the training they 
receive. It is hooed that here at Mt. Airy this is not the 
case, especially since we are all. s udents and f�culty �like, 
concerned ore-eminen ly with spreading the �osoel in a sound 
and comorehensible manner. Inasmuch as we a�e not a tendinp. 
here just for the ride, therefore, but are serious about ore-
paring for the ministry, we would na urally like to receive 
training th�t will best fit us ror that Job. It is with this 
ourpose in mind that hese criticisms are advanced. 

It is only fair, lest i aopi=!ar th� all student cri ic;sm 
is negative, to s art by brie ly rnf'n ion inp two asoects of' life 
at Mt. Airy that seem par icularly good and strong. One is the 
freedom which the students enjoy in planninF, and guiding their 
own affairs. By the t me one gradua es from collepe, he 
ought to be le to handle himself wi h a  re�sonable degree of 
maturity. On the other hand, he can also deve-loo a greater 
oersonal maturity byteing allowed a �ood deal or freedom, 
while he is yet in a position where some restraints ire olaced 
uoon him. Both of these things ooin to the fac h�t in a 
theological seminary, responsible freedom should be expected 
and allowed. Our own administration, there fore, is to be c om­
mended in that, even though our freedom is occ�sionally mis­
used, they have never threatened to make permanent restric­
tions. 

Another encouraging oart of seminarv life, and one which 
adds immeasurably to the enrichment of budding ministers, is 
the close and friendly relations between s udPnts and f'aculty. 
Ever since education has been part of the hwnan exoerience, 
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wh ch really takes us back o the oeginning, good educators 
have realized t - oersonal contac with students ls vital. 
Even thou h +. Airy has gr enormously in recent years, with -· 
very 11 le · •.endan growth in he size of the llicul y, little 

of he coroial atmosphere of hemmous has b een lost. n 
houses, racul y " eas," and seminars :ire an invaluable oar of 
our rain· g. If any hing, it is the s tudents who ought o be 
chided 4'or no taking ull advantage of hese opportunities to 

learn in a painless a nd often s i.rnula ing way. 
i1ow here are also some areas where d ist1nct improve111�n 

could bl" made. I is quite oossible ha there are a number of 
such a�eas, bu for the sake o brevi y, I intend o mention 
only hre"", hose which I feel are most imoortant and/or st 
e s i 1.y changed. 

The sub�ect of f'ielc work is a freauent cor,,ersa ion 
1ece. Some like their assignments and somp don't, which may 

or may no be imoor ant. The imoortan thin� is what a man 
learns rrom his assignment, and th1s, n�turally, is often tied 
up wi h h s liking or disliking the a ssignment. The seminary 
aoparentl_v realizes the need "or practical ex rience along 
wi h heoret · cal study, else here would be no field work pro­
gram at all. 

However, there seems o a mistaken attitude that the 
seminary has fulfilled i+s function by finding some church or 
agency to which o assign each student. If a student is fort­
unate o et a church, say, where things are active and the 
oas or s co-ooer�tive and heloful, then he is likely to learn 
a grea deal. But, if there is no pastor, or if he .fails to 
gu i de anrl to assjs he student, he student is likely to 
ll'"arn very 1· tle. Similarly, there· is aoparently l"ttle con­
s rue ive help ,iven to he churches by he minary, for they 
of en seem o have little kn led�e of some of the ways they 
can best. helo o train a s tudent. All too many of the assign­
men s consist of little more han reading a oortion of the 
service on Sund�y, sometimes no more than the lessons, and of 
sit ing in on Luther league meetin s. 

The ouPstion is: what can be done about it? For one 
thing, if the ,. rst year s udents, esoecially, could have so111e 
advice and supervision from the seminary, it would help irn­
me�sureably. Soine of the better seminaries, like Yale and 
Union, have their studen s meet in a seminar one hour a week 
wi ran advisor, to face some of the oroblems encountered and 
todiscuss solutions. There is a lso a system of visiting each 
s uden in ac  ion at least once a t  his a ssignment, with help­
ful criticism being offered. It will be a rgued here that Ht. 
Airy lacks men to do this and funds to a cquire more men. But 
I hones ly hink that if there were a sincere effort made, 
some system co1ld be worked out utilizing the faculty, the 
field work di rector, and graduate students, and even pastors, 

.... 



i possible. Es en iRlly, wha 1s needed is a much closer 
connec ion between the seminary and the churches and �he stu­
den s throu hout the year. 

I �ould lso be bene 1cial o req ire detailed written 
re or s on each ssie;nm n at he end of each year. is 
would give he seminary bet er idea of wha i s  lacking; 1t 

would require he s uden s o aporoach heir ass1 mmen s a 
li le more responsibly, d, oerhaos, i would rr.ake hP 
churches realize h. • lev also have a keen resoonsibil y in 
his worK. 

Recentlv h re has b n a l�t of alk abou i. roducin a 
required y�ar of in ernshio, a o i now apoears •ha such a 
orogram will be a fac in years to come. Bu could such an 
internship accomplish m ch more han two vears or revitalized 
end irnoroved rield work? I doub it. 

In any school, he curriculum probably cores in ror the 
�aJor ar o cri icism, so her� ��11 be no exc�o 10n here. 
The:-e are a number of ways of cri icisin the c riculurr., how-
ever. e a i point he re is no he arr an e:nent of courses 
1n sequence, or some such hing. It is he inclus o or cer-
ain courses and he exclusion of o hers. 

Basically, he ques ion asked ·s  his: why are there no 
required courses on oastoral counseling? True, here are now 
two courses ·n orac ical heology, but hese deal More wi h 
heology from oractica 1 poin of view, and of course, a re 

very helpful as far as thev o. Bu even he one elec ive in 
"nas oral encoun er" canno hooe to do justice o •he varied 
techniques, si uations, and osychological helos which ough o 
be a part of every fled ling castor's knowledge, and equio�n . 
When i is obvious hat every minis ry, if i is o be fully 
effective, will necessarily entail a great d�al of cou seling, 
this amoun s almos to criminal ne lect. 

Eminent Christion counselors like John Su herland Son ell 
openly admit how much insigh a pas or can gain from the find­
ings and me hods of psychology and psychia ry. It is no �x­
ceptional o hear oas ors say hat hey reel completely helo­
less when faced w· h their rirst counselin situations, because 
they have not received adequa e raining in seminary. s i so 
much o ask ha his whole subject be iven i s !"i h ful ol�ce 
in our curriculum? 

Now the argu:nent advanc�d will bP, a ong or.er hings, 
ha th re is no room in he curriculu.m o a d new courses, 

without len7 henin he cou:-se o rour ears. This is no he 
only al erra ive, however. There is also he poss bili Y of 
re-evalua ing soree of he resen cour PS, o see wh� her hey 
meri be'n :-e ained. Is i so import.an , for ins ance, ha 
we h ve a whole sem s er course, required a hat, ·n church 
archi ec ure, where we learn such s 1mula in and vas ly 'im­
oortan fac s as he exact dirr.ensions of a credence able? Or, 
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3 a 1 n , is i really necessary to soend ano her semester memor­
!zin� the names of hymn wri ers and connect ing he hymns they 
wro e wi h heir names ? I sug�es hat c.o combine he three -
:ou�ses Liturgics ,  Hvm.�ology, and Church Architecture into one 
course would en irelv ossible wi hout eliminating such 
va luable ma erial as is to be found in each course . Th s 1lone 
would ooen uo wo addi ionn l courses t hat could be devoted to 
oPstoral couns'!ling or some re lated subject which would of 

o�·e use in he everyday rk of the avera e minis er. 
This leads us o one final lack here a t  Mt . Airy. It is 

he aooarent refusal of he faculty , a least to a lar e ex­
en , o each echnj ques of any kind . This is felt oa rtic­

ularl,y in he nelds of e van elism d stewardship . 'tihile it 
is en irely oossible that he me hods advanced by some people 
in these areas are ex reme an:i out of aste , that in no way de­
trac s from useful and essen ially evangelical methods. 

A vast majority of us who a re a bou o gradua e have no 
idea ho·"' o con-iuc a visi ion-eva e lism oro ram or how to 
3 av.e an every-member-vis· , or even how o oromote �n on­
oing a i u�P of he stewardship of one ' s  whole life . 

Frankly, I have heard onlv one reason ever advanced for 
the exclusion or these subjec s . a d  it i s  indeed a ooor rea­
;on . It is said ha 1� can e li era u e on hese subjects 
e�sil,v enou ,h, so · t is no necessary o each hem in semi-
nary. Is i no rue that we could learn just abou every-

hin hat has been tl uf7h us '3 semi.nn ry by readin enough 
books? Th' s reason , I think, is hardly adequa e .  

These are some or he c riticisms voiced by t he studen s 
at ¥. • Airy. oresumabl,v s imula ed by a desire o see the re111-
mary imorove in o epa rin men for a strong and well- rounded 
nin is r., of he ';osoel. It is hooed ha hey will be received 
i.n tha roi ri t .  

CoPtinuing the Age ' s  On oloeical Debate • • •  

'OCH IMMER JA . KARL ANIERSON 

John Emil Kulsar 

I oromised l'I\YSelf that in reolying to Mr . Anderson ' s  arti-
le . •Nein . Antwort an Emil Kulsa r . "  printed in the March issue 

of The Seminarian, I would not indulP-e in any theolo ical 
�amesrnanship , � t  which he is more adept than I .  Therefore , I 
will make no r,..ference to safaris or culinary delights as he so 
oicturesquely did in his art i cle . 

Brie fly stated , I attempted to make these two Points: 
1. With reference to the self, there can be no certainty 

,..i,, 
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of existence. 
2. i1 h re rence o God, he�e is he asis for o. •olo 

ical cer y . 
I. deed I oerce1ve Mr. would no 1sagr""' , th 
hese :wo noiJ s, hou h he woul say hat we ca o 1y assu."!le 
ha� we ar w1 h osycholog1cal cer ain y, whereas I rooose 
hat we ca dt cl re th w are •n l- aoodictic certair: y. 

Basically ,  M�. Anderson accuses m0 of 00s1 1 � God's "'X­
istence so hat I ca asser he ce� a n y of rcy being. He 
says ha I say " • . .  ha we ca. only orove our exis •ence by 
;,a.»,;�'-"--� ha • here is a 1od w· o made us ."  : a I ac ually 

hat " For  a ma. o asscr he c � aln y of his eing, he 
uust. "1rs declare he exis ence of "'on and Ms crea u:-ely de­
pendence uoon him ." Note well, �hat a declara ion s much dif­
"eren from a suooos1 ion . My declara ion �htit 'iod is, is ct 
the prooosal o r a hypothetical oossibili y .  I s a oos1 ive 
and vnamic asser 10n ha• od has cor. rro ted me .  I who w.:is 
lost, a found . I who was unloved, am loved. Uoon this "ac , 
aoorehended by ai h, rests • declarat on tha �od is and he 
cer ain y ha l am .  

To say II apprehended by faith, 11 is t- o say ha I have re­
soonded affirmatively o Joel ' s  discovery of anrl love "or me. 
This posi ive resoonse o he enPscaoable fac of 'iod ' s  co ir.g 

o :ne is raith . How ver, Mr . Anderson believes ha the "vali­
da ion o" his fai h lies i our own life "Id resoonse . " Upon 
his basic misu. derstan➔ing of faith he co�cl1.nes ha l have 

been beggin he question. For to say tha he cer ain y of rrry 
exis ence depe ds u on G---d ' s  xis ence which deoe!"lds upon ey 
faith wh' ch is valida ed by me is indeed like a half mile run 
around a half ile rack -- he finish · s  a he start. But 
consider closely, wha kind of a faith is i ha can be vali­
dated ? en fai h is verifiable by human exoerience, it is no 
longer faith. Kierkegaard has he riPh idea when he says ha 
we have faith by virtue of he absurd . Thus, faith is not a 
co. clusion d rawn frcm he f cts nor tbe �esul of investi a ion , 
for i transcends h�se epistemological ende,vors . fy "aith is 
l'l\.V yes o od's disc very o r me, his resPnce with �e, and his 
love for rr.e .  

A a·n I say it is ime we pu a li le ef in o our os­
pel o thA houghtful. And here is little beef in a vague 
psycholo ical certain y or  a morose uncertain y of existence ! � !  
Man is a cen er of resoonsibili y in so far as he is. And he 
is on1y in so ar as he is rela ed in love o od. �-le conclude 
then, noch L'Tl.�er ja, I a loved by ,od, herefore I ,m.  

(Obviously a monks ' squabble the ypist) 







SE 1ARY TO GRADU TE 
lJ? ...1. MAY E:CSRCTSES 

Second largps class in 
•l • Airy' s his ory is exo c -
•d o _ grad a ed a h May 
l exercises. 

ln addi ion to he 47 
who will receive Bachelor of  
Divinity de rPes. eigh en 
are to b awarded Master of 
Sacred Theology de rees for 
work comple ed in he radu­
a e school. 

Soeaker for corr..-ne. ce ent 
w 11 e h• R�v. . Paul E. 
Scherer, pro essor of homi­
le ics at ew Yor� • s  Union 
Theological Seminary. 

Dr. Scherer, an instruc -
or a • • Airy during he r-
iod 191�-1929, is well known 
as a radio oreacher over sev­
•ral national e works. 

FollGwing the c�"T!Tl'l•�ce-
mP t., o P hPld a ,.. • !1ich-
ael ' s, ,er an own, a 11 a . rn. , 
luncr.•on wi l serv�d in he 
�e"ec ory ror s uden s, ram­
ilies, and rriends. 

Se iors are to be fe ed 
by h• raculty wives Thursday 
evenL�g oreceding raduation .  
'-Ii ves, "riends, and "amilies 
of he seniors are invi ed. 

�radua ed magna cum laude 
"rom Charleston College in 
1913 , Paul Scherer received 
h1c- � . D. from l • .Airy in 
l--'lf> . 

'.i\.to years later he was 
called o become assistant 
oas or of Holy Trini y Church, 
9urfalo. 

In 1920 he acce ed a 
call o become oastor of Holy 
Trinity Church, 'cw York . He 
re"Tlained here until called 

o Union in 1945 . 
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SE i;-CTED LACKEYS TRAD 
FOR EXT YEAR'S DUTIES 

-

Six  waiters rece1v d tte 
"layi ng o n  of hands II and we:e 
ves ed i n  heir white unifo, iS 

at or vate services, Aoril 18. 
Th se sel c Pd e 

immPdiately to rform _ 
ies with which hey shall 
s ruP.gle hroughou the next 
school ear. 

Servine n the front lin 
of .. efec ory du y, 1,n hou re­
gard for oossible injury i!1-

l1c4  ed by hurled boiled po­
a oes and passing catsup are 

C lder Gibson JI, John Robir.-
holt, l'iartin Luther Acker, 
Jack Traugo , Robert Kelly, 
and David Kis ler. 

ewly apoointed corrr.ianding 
o "ficer for h'is coffee bri ade 
is Edwin Eastman. 

r: . P .  officials in the 
back round a re: Richard Sie::-.a. 
�ichard Olsen, ,eor e Anderson, 
and Hal Markert. 

Scurrying in the scullery 
is Lee Mull, o the oot and 
oan music o f  Walter Hitchcock .  

DERSOl! HEAOO STUDE 'T 
BODY'S NS� O?FICERS 

Hu h Jeorge Anderson, 
middler frorn Alhambra, Cali�., 
and a gradua e of Yale, was ,,,,. 
elected Student 9ody President 
at elec ions on April 28. 

0 her o f  icers serving 
wi h �orge will be: vice-ores­
iden , L1rry Hand; secre arJ, 
Lu her Kistler ; treasurer, Ji 

Haney ; athletics chairnan, 
WaltPr Hi chcock; bookstore 
comrni tee member, Joe Holt; 
publications cha i nnan, ,eor e 
Handley . 



WIVES , ., T PREVIEW 
OF RESP<>SI 1LIT!ES 

1mm dia e pas Wives ' 
Club Presiden Barbara r�a l­
berer returned AorH 21 o re­
sent o the club a preview f 
he unique respo s1bili ies 

which fall upon he pastor's 
wife. I rs. Kaelberer is he 
wife of the Rev. John Ka 1-
berer, assis a t  oas or o� 
St. Paul's, Allen 

In co- ooera · on with he 
student body's Social Commi -
tee, he wives sponsor d he:i r 
annual Senior a!"ewell Par y 
at he fireplace on he campus.  

All students, facul y,  and 
ad inistration embers were in­
vited o he A ril 28 arfair . 

�ollowing a "wienie" roast 
and group games, a song fest 
brought o a close an evening 
of fellowshio des · ed o pro-

• vide an �ooropriate climax to 
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a successful calendar of events . 
--lea Messner 

HEYER COMMl�SI 
EIECTS t:YCE 

Ray Nyce was elected Hey­
er Conrnission president for 
the next school year at the 
group' s April 21 meeting. 'ew 
secretary is Walter H· tchcock, 
and Luther Kistler was elected 
treasurer . 

Adopted at this m eting 
was the Commission ' s  reworked 
and reohrased consti ution. 

The Rev. J . Earl Townsend, 
missionary to  Argentina, ore­
sented the la est facts c on­
cerning that field and showed 
colored slides aken there. 

"Af P.r C o  fir:nation, 
Wha ? , " ·he 1955 KnubP-l-M1ll-=-1· 
lee ure series, were oresen e 
by • Ralo 1,-1. Lo w du!"ing 

he eveni s of Aoril 19 and 
20 in he chaoel base�en . 

Dr. w, oastor of Holy 
Trini y Church, Buffalo, and 
vice-�residen or he ULC 
Board of rorei n Missions, 
sub- i led his lee ures, "The 
Church and the A�a e1r Adul � 

First wo  sections of 
he series, arran ed through 
he co- ooeration o he ad­

min' s ration and he Symoos­
ium Co'lll'Tli ee , were presen ed 
on Tuesday evening, followed 
on Wednesday by he rel'llaining 
hree lectures . 

Co densed for presen �-
i on here, �e lee ures are 

based on the Conrirma ion 
Prayer of Blessing : "Fa her in 
Heaven, for Jesus ' sake, rene� 
and increase in thee the gi rt 
of the Holy hos . "  

Dr. Loew has been offer­
ing the series at selected 
soots in the United Sta es 
and Canada. 

�ceiving his A . B. from 
Caoi al University in 1928, 
Dr. Loew oursued gradua e 
work at Ohi o State University 
and received his B . D. from 
Hamma Divinity School. 

Fonnerly pastor of Trin­
ity Church, Millersburg, Ohio, 
and assistant at Reformation 
Church in Washin�ton, D .C . ,  
Dr. Loew has been oastor at 
Holy Trinity since 1944 . 

He was a delegate to  he 
lliF meeting at I.u�d . 



DAVIS HITS HY?OCRISY 

AT SE'JJOR 3A''Q JET 

" It 1s evc .... dingly d r -
ricul o oreserve in egrity 
a d  downright hon .. s y i our 
day, " sa1d he Rev. Dr. H .  
rad Oa ,1s, at the April 22 

se ior banquet . 
Soeaki g to s udents, 

racul•y, and rriends, Dr. 
Davis re�1nd d hat "th .. irs 
stage o� hyoocrisy 1s sen i-

n ali y . "  Young seminarians 
rite and preach the way hey 

•h1nk hey ou�h o wr1 e and 
reach -- hey i�itate. 

A 1916 g�adua e of Mt. 
Airy, Dr. Davis is Proressor 
of Fune ional Theology al he 
Chicago Lutheran Se L�ary. He 
has served parishes �� �ren on 

. J. , and in Tennessee. 
"The second s a e r 

hyoocrisy, 11 said Dr. Davis, 
is � .. re r1c1ousress. If your 
aim is o alk or work the way 
o her people hink you should, 
th0n nothing living, nothing 
vi al can come out of your 
work -- i is mere ricious. "  

"There is only one rope 
ror us oreachers . . . wnenever 
we work with the ' s  �f ' of 
he Christi an raith -- hat 

we come rore him (Chrjs ) 
and st�nd before h " m, and hen 

'' And this med1 a ion, 
his s anding before him, 

should be done in the secre 
olaces o 
one wi 11 
· t .  

our souls, where no 
ive us credi ror 

"Then we will speak he 
Gosoel of his dPath--so hat 
it  is not easy, but ough ; so 
hat i is not sweet, but 
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HEYER COMMJSSJO 

NETS $401,50 RE ____ 

L'.irr,est Heyer Co:mniss10, 
drive yet undertaken has �en 
co nlP. ed with reco .. d success . 

Unde Luther Kistler' s 
direction $401. 50 was collected 
r rom s den s and faculty "or 
medical needs in Liberia . 

The oney has been se. t o 
the Foreign Studen Fund o� the 
ULC Board of Fore1gn M1ss1ons, 
for he �edical raining or  
L1berian student Roland Payn�. 

• cw studying at he Uni­
versity of Kansas . :ir. Payne 
will return to serve as a doc­
tor 1n Liberia ol lowing his 
completion of his educa 10n. 

Tl e otal amount collec ed 
is he�e broken down: 

Faculty lJ 10� $ 6) . 50 
Seniors 47 85,; 11" , c;n 
Middlers 41} 7<:/1, 14c; ,5  
Juniors 55. 67P 2. 

159 $401.50 

!ETTER TO THE EDITOR 

l take exception with one 
remark in the last issue of The 
Seminarian ; this concerns he 
use of the term, "eucharistic 
vestments" in the article on 
Henne and the Virgin Islands. 

Tr Je . they use the chasu­
ble herf>. Bu , that is all -­
no alb, no amicE", e c . In rac 
thPre is only one cn�suble. So 
your use of the olural is wrong. 

I take i that the a li­
c1zing influences on campus need 

a f w cu f , but error is never 

successfully combated by ljps. 
_ J. H:mdlev 

bitter · so hat it i s  not beaut-

iful, but redemotive . "  



S oosiu • • • 

verse 1. 
2. 
, . 
4 . 
5 . 

EXE�ESJS 01<' PSAIM CLI 

( Being he syste a ic polica• ion of 
cur ent scholarlv orinc o es) 

0 0 

0
Hail. hail, \51 ga1t? ' s  aJl he e 
'-Iha he h 11 do  w C" .. e 
What h hell d o  we ca e 
Hail. hail, h gang's aJ-1 hgre 
Wha he h ll  d o  we care now 

0 PS 

v .  l �ad, wi h unkel, "El" or the second "hail. " The re­
duplica io has obscured the original divine name, which 
can be r�cove .. ed by simply r mov ng he asoirate. 

v. 2 The ex is corrup • Versions read "Wh'3 he heck, " but 
this does no cor�ec the basic oroble�. wr;ch is one o 
syntax. Read. wi h Oes erley. �,Iha he will. " Evidently 
the original has been lost hrough cooyis s '  errors, 
which misread the radicals and duol j ca ed he final "t"  
of •wha • and the " he" of •he. " Such di  o raohy is 
corrrnon. 
For "care. " read "cry, " a mere alteration in he vowel 
pointing. 

v • 5 "Now" is simply added o bring out. he force of the verb. 
The text, as emended, now reads:  
v. l Hail, El,  the gang's all here 
v. 2 What he will d o  we cry 
v. J What h� will d o  we cry 
v. 4 Hail, El, the gang ' s  11 here 
v. 5 Wha he will d o  we cry now. 

Literary Form 

This is obviously a cul ic li urgy. consis in� of a line 
for the lPadPr. �allowed by a resoonse of he c on re�a ion. 
The response is repeated--note the close oarallelism between 
verses 2 and J--nnd then the leader ap.ain � t;i  es he d inan 
theme. The psalm closes wi h the emoha+ic congregational 
response. Some authori ies h�ve called h;� � l \  any (note the 
pattern o verses 2, J, and 5 ) ,  bu+ careful studv will show 
that verse is, after all, differen • I may have been a 
round. The theory, advanced by Howinckel and o hers, that a 
final line has been lost, is mere soeculation. The meter is 
2 :2 throughout . 



§.1.u. .im I.Ph-n 

At last "'e have foun he ps 1m used at he ga hering of ... 
the ods on e six h day of' the Aki tu Fes i val. According to 
Babvlon 1 an ex s ,  he s w re carried out of the c i y on the 
six h dav and cu 1n o a hut , wheri:> hey dec1ded he ra e of 
the ci  • This osalrn is obviously a ories l y  reoresentation of 
wha wpn• on ns1de tha hu . The sc ne is clear. The gods 
are assembled, hey cheer- their leader and announce a quor, 
( "Hail, El , the ang' s all here" ) .  Th fate of he city is 
hPn lef uo o El h1mself as he lesser de1 ies " let El do 

1 . "  They a l'ir:n he:i r w  illingness o abide by his decision 
( "  1 • a+ he will ' do we cry" ) ,  and he Jolli f1cation breaks uo, 
The p r rec of his osalrn was o leave no doub in the mind of 

he hearer-s ha El was suore e ,  and tha all he gods obeyed 
his will. 

Rela on to the Old Testament 

There are seve al pre-Israel ' te elements m the psalm, 
notably the d ivine name " El .  11 However , the :nain thrust of the 
li urgy is o asser- the su rernacy of this ,od over the lesser 
rivals, and thus i t  is 1Jl line with t he bes Old Tes men tra­
di ion . Comoa re, for examole , Ps. 10) : 20 " Bless the Lord, 0 
you his angi:>ls, you mighty onEt> who do h i s  wor , hearkening to 

he "01ce of his word . 11 The heme of lesser beings doing the 
SuorP�e One's w;ll is here , and i c ontinues into a remarkable 
oarallel of vv . 2 and J in 10) : 21 " Bless the Lord, all his 
hos s, his min sters ha do his will ! "  Note the idea o f  the 
Covenant exores.,ed here -- "flha he will" is he obed i ent er., 
o r rP co g"'e + ion , and h'!,Y s eek o rk out El' s purpose 
D..Q!! (v . � ) . Th�s , he doing of the Supreme Will berins now, 
in h�s �Pe , and he Kingdom is 2 lr ady here(Real1zed Escha-

olog_v) . 

'"hi le here 'lre no d rec quo a ions from this psa 1m in 
the 'ew Tes ami:>nt , i ts sp ir;  rnay be fel ime ,nd time �gain . 
The rererence o other heavenly be ings aooe�rs ( IJ< .  15 : 10) , ind 
o�di ence s certainly stressed . Compare IJ< ,  22:42b, "Not rtrJ 
will, bu hine , be done , "  with v .  2 .  Also M.,\tt.  6 : lOb. 

Theoloeic�l Implications 

This osalrn shows conclusively tha the Aki tu Festival was 
known in Israel, and ha he a mohictyony used such cultic el-
em0n s uncri ti c;illy. flhile the content could adap ed to 
Israeli te beliefs, the osalm as a whole stands out like a 
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glacial erratic, d oosi d on the biblical landsca by orces 
of an earlier age. Becaus of its great antiqui y, this osalm 
has been generally rr,isinterpreted tn our ene rat·on, and it is 
the author's modest hope that these observa ions will alert 
modern readers o the dang r of super icial research . 

••• R,E. Bor em.'lnn: Additional otes and Corrections 

H.G. Anderson is o be co/'111\ended for his excellen and 
incisive study of Psalm cli. He has shown q remarkable graso 
of present-day principles o exegesis. It is necessary, h 
ever, o point out one or  two �rrors in methodology, which when 
corr cted will al er s ewhat his final results. 

Mr. Anderson has correctly asserted he Babylonian origins 
of this psalm as well as its cultic setting . I would call at­
tention, however ,  to he fact that the divine name , El, is more 
properly Canaanite than Babylon · ;m .  In viPW or t.},i c;  ; +  c••"'c; 
certain that instead of "Hail, El , the gangk -.a.l.:lwba� the 
original text read, " Hail . Bel (Marduk), the gang ' s  all here. • 
It was only with he Canaanite adaotation of the myth and rit­
ual pattern of Mesopotamia th.1t the initial " B" was dropped so 
as to fit the c1rcU!TlS ances of Canaanite mythology in which 
El is the suoreme deity. Mr .  Anderson's text, then, does not 
represent he original but only an intermediate stage of he 
text. ( OTE: It seems unlikely that a further change was made 
from •E1• to "Baal" when El receded in o he background of 
Canaani e my hology in favor of the ore youthful and virile 
Baal ; bu see Eissfeldt, ll .l.m ungariischen Pantheon, po . 407-
41) . )  

This corrected understanding o f  the text and 1 s develop­
ment offers the only logical exolana ion ror the presence of 
this Babvlonian osalm in  the Hebrew psal P.r. It is now a rec­
ognized fact, as W . F. Albrigh has brilliantly and conclusive­
ly shown in several �rticles he intends to wri e ,  ha the TI\Yth 
and ritual oattern as i ao ars in Israel ' s  cultus was not 
borrowed fr Babylon, but mediated through Canaanite reli ion. 
The assimilation of the Canaaitized psalm was easy because of 
the COlllftOn use of El as a designation for od. 

Moreover,  with Israel' s adootion of this hymn the cultic 
fil.u lm leben wac changed. Israel had nothing o correspond to 
the Babylonian observance or its Canaanite parallels. Instead , 
the psabl came to be associated with the Israelite festival of 
Sukkoth. Consequently, while 1n Canaanite reli�ion the •gang• 
�efer! to the company of gods, in monotheistic Israel the 
gang can refer only to the amohicytony of he twelve ribes 

who were gathered at the fall festival to renew the covenant. 
Th�re is still a further stage in the osabl ' s  develooment 

which Mr. Anderson has not adequately treated. This is to ex­
plain how the •E1 • became •Hail, • and the .,.what he will do we 
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cry• became 11
' a the hell do we care . " The process 1s an ex­

tre��ly comolicated one �nd cannot be explained simply on the 
basis o� ditto raphy, h�olography and scribal erro ·s . It is, 
rather , a good example of what Bentzen in his Inlednmg iiJ.. 9t. 
gemmel es amentlige Sa1,rner has descr bed as 'the orocess of 
seculariza ion ' (cf. he runeral dirge) as well as  ' the trend 
towards democr�tiz�tion . '  What hap ,ned is roughly his: when 
the Judeans were taken into caotivity they took with them their 
osalmic radition.  In Babylon, cut o from cultic exoress1on 1 

Psalm cli (and o hers) suffered development and adaptation both 
because of Israel' s !\l ered situation and because of her future 

hopes. At he same time the forces of secularizattion were at 
work, and he strictly cultic character of he osaun became ob­
scured. evertheless , the psalm was retained and cherished 
within he psalter , because upon the return to Judah it effect­
ively expressed he feelin s of he res ored community as it 
gathered about the rebuilt temole. 

Originally a Babylonian and Canaanite cultic hymn, adapted 
for use in the Isr elite Sukkoth festival, the psalm in its 
present fonn is to be unders�co1 as a psalm of the restoration 
achieved under Cyrus after 5 8. 

�.!. Stei,ml,e : Homiletical 'o es 

First, a careful study of the exegetical notes of Anderson 
and Borne ann olus intensive study and contemplation of the 
psalm in the original have beer made in order to discover what 
the Psalm has o E:£. And what it has to say is quite clear : 

Hail, hail , the gang's a ll here 
What the hell do we care 

at thP hell do we care 
Hail, hail , the gang ' s  all here 
What he hell do we care now. 

Second, to what hUJT1an need is the psalm addressed 1 The 
need is also ouite clear: our sinful state. ( hell) 

Third, does t s ak of Christ? The exe�etes fail us 
miserab�y here and indicate how often the theological depths 
of a oassage are obscured by scholar�y oreoccuoation with 
trivia . In every line the Psalmist s aks of Christ: e . g .  
vss. 1&4 gang - the Church - the body of Christ . 

2 & '3 we - the Trinity - including the 2nd person. 
vs . 5 nCM - the " accepted time" when he Etern2l Word 

(Chris ) confronts us demanding a decision: yes or no. 
With this wealth of theology shining hrouP.h every word 

of the exalted and elevated langu�ge of the Psalmist , the out­
line springs to li e in the familiar pattern of oredicarrient­
cure . ( Some altera · on in the sequP-nce of he words is demand-

• 
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ed for the most e 'fec ive homil ical impact. )  

Intro. A s  ory from he New Yorker 

A. The Predica ent 
1. Here we are { The gang ' s  all here) 

a. Who? Th gang. We . All .  
b. All? Yes, all. 
c • ere ? He re • 

2 .  The desperate na ure of the situa ion. 

J .  

4. 

a. at do we care? 
{ 1) Oh ! The pathos of that line. 
{2) Lives torn asunder by he emptiness 

of life in our midst � 
Illus . Drunk in he gut ter . 

!Qll are in 
a .  Hell. 
b. Hell. 
c. Hell . 

Do you care? 
a. Really? 

his des rate situa ion. {hell) 
In the past. 
1-iere and now . 
In the future . 

5 .  liw 
a. c1s1on. (This section would be expanded 

considerably . This is he real meat of he 
sermon. ) 

B .  The Cure 
1. Hail 

a. Praise 

Conclusion. John J: 16 . 

The sermon is strongly evangelical. (Note AJabc and 5a). 
It meets a des rate need and lively option (�ote A)abc and 5a). 
Note the ine dOW'J'lWard 9rogression of thought !rom Al to A)abc 
and Sa, and thence a strong positive upward movement to he 
doxology in Bla. Note , oo , the effec ive use o r  he cate­
chism in Alabc ; the color and life in he illustration under 
A2a(2); the fine positive imoact of he sermon in Bla and the 
conclusion. 

Much, of course, will depend upon the deft handlinp of 
transitions. 
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A NEW GOOD WORK 

John G. Hunek• 

In our day there is a new good work. I is, among our 
con 1nental "orbears, called "Glaube." Here . it is called "be­
lief. " That is he shocking tru h: he beloved belief and con-

essions o uitr.erans have become a new good work . For many 
so-called good ui he:-ans who believe he unbelievable for the 
sake of God, here may be no consciousness on their p�rt of 
seeking merit. Yet, that idea is deep down be�ath their out­
ward confess1on o belief. lt is unbelievable that the livl.Jlg 
God should be killed as a derelict b0 tween wo o her derelicts. 
So hey believe it because i is unbelievable, and od will 
look wi h favor upon hem for so believing. Some imes , it 
takes a death bed situation to place the p oint about belief in 
s harp focus. Of co rse, bel1eving in unbel!evable things to 
win God ' s  favor is the distor ion into which belief has fallen. 
It is rrry purpose here o redefine belief and faith in the 
light of heir c lassical and biblical , an ings. 

In every age certain mphase have to be made . Luther had 
to emphasize hat the free grace o f  od -- not he merit of his 
own good work -- saves men . The emohasis made here is that 
faith is  al oge her different rom belief. These two Christian 
signals, faith and belief, have o be decoded , so that hey may 
be understood by Christian people. 

Dr. Tillich, o whom 1 am indebted for many of he houghts 
here expressed, and for which I assume resoonsibility, has put 
his ineer on he "Achilles ' Heel" of lu h rans. He says, 
in ef ec , tha fai h is distorted in he inds of some o mean 
a sncri ice of one ' s  "co i ive and in ellectual honesty, • 
whereby a man bel1•ves in unbelievable hin s o win merit 
Tha is a mis1nteroreta ion. It is roo ed in _ work of the 
orthodox Lu heran heologians of he seventeenth century and 

heir followers . It is he consistent wi ness or Mar in 
Lu her, whom the all oo ra ionalistic theolo ians misunder-
s ood, hat here is no meri in us . There is no synergistic 
co-ooera ion of man with od in salvation. Man is a sinner, 
and only od is able o chan e h im so hat hP- ay have the 
ri ht orienta ion, r.� o r God relationshio, hat is, the 
relation of trus oward God , and active lovp toward his neigh­
bor. 

God loves us without any mer1  and worth on our parts. He 
loves us and creates in us the objec of his love. That does 
no me an hat od 1 s gift and grace are irresistable . Man al­
ways retains he damning poss1b" lity of rejecting God' s  saving 
act on in his own life. ¥ian' s freedom is, here fore, both a 
blessing and a curse . It is a blessing un o salvation when he 
d<>P-s not resist God, but remains oren and receot· ve o him .  

""1 
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d •· ( e rro �od ' s  Freedo!l'I is a curse un o a a 1 on es ran 

presence) when man ... e c s  the living r-od .  That's �he awr 1 

possibili y of our hW'!lani Y .  
In he L1 in hrase "ha rere o "  Au , 1s 1 e soelled ou 

what it means t9 h,we fai h .  Or.e or he En lis deriva 1ves of 

the verb "haere " is " o adhere, 11 which mea s to s •  ick Thus, 
Au us ine made it clear � h  t ai U involves l eking o God, 
like ood adhesive taoe s icks to skin. Han I s i deoendenc 
necessi a es comole e dependence uoon God, t e source o f h1s 
life. Such a rela i onshio is the work o r God. 

Tr.ere is surficient p er in rai h o save an a d he 
fallen crea ion . Bu fai h is no belie , esoeci.ally not be­
lief in unbelievable hings done for he sake o r achiev1ng som� 
merit . 1 is by rait.h alone that we are saved . That 1s "inia -
if 1 is unders ood .  l hink ha H .  E .  Cock ' s  book Bv Fai h 
� 1s clear about �ha this m ans. For our ourposes, I 
choose a som�wha longer defini ion o r salvation, ha is : 
jus i :ea ion iod ' s grace ( a  rr e g1f ) hrough rai h (�hich 
he has eMpowered Ln us) or C rist ' s  sake withou any wo k of 
he law (like sacrificing our in llec ual i egri y by liev­

ing unbelievable hings for meri ). In shor orm, salvation 
1s "jus ir1ca ion y God ' s  grace hrou h fai h for Chris ' s  
sake w1 hou he works of he law. 11 T a is wha i a s to 
trust �oo , to have fai h n od .  

� aoou beli f. There is no reason or us o olerate 
being res ric ed o man's reelin s, h i s  hear . o�, o hat 
at er, are we ·o be con rined o he oo o r his ad . l a  ' s  

mind, his hear , his will, and every o her acul y he oossesses 
plays ·ts signirican role in he Chris ia� li e .  In ·he 
Christian religion an is i volved wi h a ll he acul ies o r 

his being . Tha is th• nature o God's clai on our life . We 
read in he book of symbols, 

•I kno# hy works, tha hou ar el her cold nor hot : 
would hat hou wer cold or hot . So h,n because thou 
art lukewarm, and •i her cold nor ho , I will soew 

H 
thee ou of ll\Y mou h . " -- Rev . J : 15, 16 . 

oly Scrip ure w1 nesses to he rac ha he orien atio o god is o man ' s  en ire
.
be ing .

. 
Th s is he I-Thou relationshio .  

C� confron s man in his o 11  y and as a ·esoons· ble ing . 
ris ianity, therefore, canno olera e being res ric ed o one iny are� of exis ence, l:ke he oie · s ic good feeling hat a certain kind o worship nay being . 

Lu heran or hodoxy was wrong in res ric ing Chris ianity 
�o the mind, hat is, right hinking . The ind can be ·us as 
C�rannical as any self-indulg n pooe. There is far more to 
Ch

ris ianity than i nt•Uer-t.ual assent o correc doc rine. ris iani Y involves n in his entire y, all in all . 
be 

Belief has its role o plav. I do no f el ha it should dro d f M 
P� ro� our langu age ; hat would be an irresoonsible 
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way O saving the meaning of faith and trust in the living 
God. Belief olays i s  part in the Christian life . we be-
li ve that God who was in Chris is the fou tain o our life 
and tha we are completely eoendent upon his mighty saving 
deeds? If his be so, then our ai h is given e ression. The 
historic creeds and confessions of the Church ooint back to 
Ch is , in comparison with ;.,horn we are all judged sinful and in 
need o God's saving ac ions. 

Above all, kee open for God to t ke hold of your life and 
o se i s ra i ht. Faith is cfifferen from Llief in unbe-

1 ievable things, a nd that done for merit. Again, keep ooen for 
him . 

THE SUM? 111 UP • • • 

I was temoted to call his "In Conclusion, " but decided 
that ir I mus profane, bet er o profane u run han -- well, 
a ter all, some few things � sacred. Seriously, hou h, the 
s uden body includes a bud tnry i m of 250 for publications, 
and it is only ir, I hink, hat you be >iven s ome a ccountin 
here o!' just how and for w hat that money has .en spent. 

Inciden ally, by the i e the bill f or his issue of The 
Semin�rian has been oaid, he s arr will have exceeded its bud­
Pt or •he yea ... How we have done this, while oubl 4 shing 

only riv issuPS of he ma azine ( on,,. less han last year's 
s•arr) is h,,.rewith exnlained. 

F · ve iss les of ThP Seminar an have been published, but 
h se fi ve havP- incltded a o 1 of 96 pages, counting the four 

oa es of h,,. S udent Di rec ory, which was d istribu ed w i h the 
Advent Issue. In addi ion, we have used ho ogra hs on he 
covers, an a rac ive (bu e nsive) addi ion o or:nat, as have 
been color on h,,. cover and he large� page-size used this year. 

Par of our allot� •d sum went to meet he final oa ent 
on he new ynewri er, and we have also purchased our 
staoler. 

This year's azine has included articles by ei hteen 
difrerent con ribu ors, illus rations by John Bucher a nd Paul 
Bosch, and photo raphs by Allan ,ibson. And the editor expects 
o be remembered by future enera ions ;.s  that "coura eous and 

bold seer" who published he ori ;inal articles in the ontological 
deba e of he decade. 

I o�e soocial hanks to h• staff; to hose indivi ·uals 
who volunte,,.red for such unendearin tasks folding ; to Don 
Brav · n  who has handled he news end; o Al ,ibson for his co­
ooera ion and assistance ; o Chuck 1"'.cAdoo, who has olayed "sta"f 
car" on many occasions; to Cn lder G bson and Don Safford who 
have should,,.red the wearisom�, uninteres ing job of typing the 
stPncils; and to pat·ent room-mate Grochau. L. A. B. 
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