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IN THIS ISSUE...

Our publication date was pushed back a few days because =
there are announcements and articles in this issue of The Semj-
parian which should be in your hands before the annual Advent
Vespers this evening. We urge you first to read the news re-
port on page 9 and the Advent devotional article on page 3.

"Even So, Come, Lord Jesus" was written by Don Luck as a
description of the meaning behind this evening's Advent Vespers,
It aims to show the continuity and direction of the service
through each of its individual parts. The article's devotional
quality characterizes it as more than an interpretation of our
Advent worship service.

Bill Hunter's doctrinal Christmas sermon, "The Terrible
Revelation," directs your thoughts away from the season's fes-
tive celebratiori to the real meaning of this holy day.

Seasonal contributions in this issue include Bob Seibold's
voem, "The Business of Christ," and the cuver design by Miss
Helen Weslocky, formerly staff artist at the Publication fouse,

V

In "On the Bookshelf" Jim Kennedy considers the question
of racial integration in the church, listing several books which
would be valuable on the integrated church's library shelves,
Dr. Hagen Staack addresses a "letter to the Editor" in
which he asserts his theological and liturgical position, par-
ticularly in relation to the reservation of sacramental elements,
There's & “Short Story" by Ray long, a cartoon by John \ g
Bucher, news revorts by the staff, "Angel Antics" by Hal Geiss -
- all included to make this issue interesting, informative, and
thought ful. -= Al Schrum

O Lord Jesus Christ, Who at Thy first coming A4
didst send Thy messenger to prepare Thy way before
Thee; Grant that the ministers and stewards of Thy
mvsteries may likewise so prepare and make ready
Thy way, by turning the hearts of the disobedient
to the wisdom of the just, that at Thy second com-
ing to judge the world we may be found an accep-
table peovle in Thy sight, Who livest and reignest
with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever One God,
world without end. Amen,



The Prayer «f ihe Fxpectant Heart:

EVEN 50,COME,LORD JESUS

"Come, Lord ‘esus.™ 1s the praver eof ihe expectant heart
that, with lamp tiammed and lighted, awaits w3ith hooe and icng
ing the coming of its Lord. Advent is the season of the exoec
tant heart, It 15 the commemoration and preparation for Gog s
coming invo the world - i:n the c¢ry of a zhild. 1n his oresence
today, and in his ccming in giory and majlesty at the end of
human historv.

Advent is the vroclamation ¢t God's double -edged coming.
Now is the day of SALVATION and the day of JUDGMENT. Now is the
Day of Yahweh.

This evening, the seminary community will gather together
for i1ts annual Advent Veswer service. This year, the worship
of the community wil. be <entered around the oroclamation of
the coming of the Day of the Lerd in the incarnate Christ.

The Antiphon of the Advent Psalm--like the voices of the
heavenly host anncuncing the coming of the Christ to the shep-
herds--announzes to us the coming of the Dav of the Lord:

HEAR YE .
Blow ye the trumpet in Sion, for the Day of the Lord 1is
nigh at and: behold. he cometh to save us. Alleluia, alleluia.

The Advent Pcalm that follows (Psalm 97) describes this Day,
The righteousriess of Goc 1s manifest in his coming. Let his
people rejoice, for great 1: tne saivation he brings. Llet all
tremble for great is the glory of his judgment:
THE LORD SHALL CCME.
The Lord reigneth. let the earth rejoice: let the multi.
tude of 1sles be glad therecof,
The Advent Proohecies, describing the marner of the Lord's
coming, are coupled with the responses of his oeople:
PREPARE FOR HIM,
Joel 2:1-2, 10-134,
Fend your heart and nol your garments, and turn unto the
Lord your God: For he 13 gracious and merciful, slow to
anger. and of great kindness. and rewesnteth him ot the
evil,
Miserere--Gregorio Allegri,
Have mercv uvoun me, U God, according to Thy lovingkind--
ness. Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and clearse
me from my sin.

THE TRUE KING OF ISRAEL.
Isaiah G:2-7.
Of the increase of nis goverrment and veace there shall
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be no end. upon the throne of David and uovon his kingdom,
Hosanna to the laving lord--J. S. Bach.

Hosanna to the living lLord ! Hosanna to the incarnate Wordnes

Hosanna in the highest: To Christ Creator, Savior, King,

let earth, let heaven "Hezanna"™ sing:

THE SUFFERING SERVANT,

Isaiah 52:13-53:5.
He 1s desoised and re jected of men; a man of sorrows, ac.
cuaiinted with grief, fle was wounded for our transgressions,
he was brui.ed for our iniquities. With his strines we
are healed.

Vere lLanguores Nostros--Antonio Lotti, ,
Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows.”

HE WILL BE ANNOUNCED.,

Malachi 3:1-2; 4:1-3,5.
Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shail orepare
the wayv before me; and ithe Lord whom ye seek shall sud-
denly come to his temple. 'he Sun of righteousness
shall arise with healing in his wings.

Dearest Lord Jesus., Why Dost Thow Targy? ~Jd.S. Bach.
Come, for with waiting my heart is so weary; come if it
Dlease thee and grant me relief,

The Advent Gosvel--the Benedictus--oroclaims the immediacy
of fulfillment. The messenger that prepares the way before the <=
face cof the Lord has come.
THE HARBINGER IS HERE !
Luke 1.67-79,
Biessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited
and redeemed nis oeovle, and haifi raised v an horn of
salvation for us it the house of his servant David- as
he spake by the mouth of his hcly prophets.
Ere 1allet, Thr Lieder--J.S. Bach,

Sing praises ye raithful. The Lord now desires our soul
as His temole.

MA~-ANATEA v-
Even so, come, Lord Jesus,

Yo

Lt Gs ke < L X



!
THE TERRIBLE REVELATION

A Doctrinal Sermon for Christmas
-- William Hanter

Christmas is more than areligicus festival. We who are
Christians ougiit to recognize thi<, that the celebration of the
Nativity of our Iord is only a part of the Christmas holiday.
Actually. our Yulecide is ore with the pooular festivals of mid-
winter which have beern observed in European countries down through
the ages, Originally these holidays celebrated the renewal of the
sun's strength as it passed the winter solstice and began cnce
again its northward journey through the skies; and to this day
our concern at this season 15 with mar and the world, for the
Yeauty and soundness of nature and the gladness of this life.
Today we join with all mankind in this festival of joy and reas-
surance, as we participate in those forms and customs which have
ctharacterized it for centuries -- since long before the birth
of Christ.

This is the "fairest i(ime of year," the mid-winter holiday.
whether the Roman Saturnali2 or the modern Yuletide: a time of
jollity and good cheer, of friendiy grectings and exuberant gi- i
ving; a few days decorated with greens and flowers, with lights
and fires, dsvoted tc feasting and drinking, to playing and sing-
ing -- a time of riotcus merry-making, but also of warm fellow-
3hip and quiet solace, when tsii ani strife are suspended, and
life seems worth the living.

i

I

Now I de rot feel called upon to deplicre the state of affairs,
I am not prepared to adopt a puritanical = .1 and to condemn these
festivities., Perhaps it's only that I enjoy them as much as any-
one -= but I'm inciz:i;ed rather to acknowledge their place in our
Christmas celebratiui: than to denounce them and require them to

be forswern., Though 1 have a warning.

Christmas tas become a warm and sentimental holiday, a plea-
sant interval of comfcrt and sontentment: well and good! Under-
stand now that 1‘'m not referrang to the crass and commercial as- !
oect of the Chri~imas celebration: T know that none of us needs
to be warned concerniig the vulgar excisseo of this season. But
I'm thinking -« Christmaz as 3t is <eletrated in Christian homes
and in ciir ¢hirenines; and my warning is that we may transfer the
3pirit of our complacent holiday .-~ 1y and too simply to the re-
ligious occasicn of the festival, the observance of the Nativity
of our lori., Here then, and not in the festivities themselves, :

lies the deep danger of our merry Christmas: that the incarnation |
|
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of God should became a pleasant and agrocable report, no more ‘;
than a symbol of peace and good will, that it might conform to
our cheerful, warm-hearted Cnristmas.

And in our day I fear this adaptation of the gospel to the
spirit cf the mid-winter holiday has wen a c.ear gictory. I am
sure we have nct planned it so -- but we have vermi. : ' certain
persuasive intluences within the very substance of our :elebra-
tion tc dilute the meaning of the incarnation. A paru of the
trouble lies with the sentimental atiachments of our churchly
sarvice, the subtle nower cf the familiar and the appointed i
distract our attention from the <%:ject of worship to the wership
itself, so that we find cur reai satisfaction in our uwn actiivity,
and security ultimatel; in ourselves alcne. But perhaps it is
the Bible itself that 1les at the heart of this problem -~ the
matchless text of St. Iuke and (he deep-toned King James trai.s-
lation,

¥

I am thinking of the Christmas lessoso: tiie beloved words
which tell the gzentle story of a mother and her child, of angel-
iz heralds and numble shepherds -- a sicry of mvstic beauty, a
narratlive oure and hallowed. What dare I say against these
verses? Only that they may te misinteroreted, misunderstood.

The Christian, i think, runs the risk ot vteing satisfisd
merelv with the scvperficiai aspect of this tender story, which
agrees so perfectly wiin ihe warm-heartea svirit of the holiday
seascn., We may find ourselves content simply to hear the fa- 9
miliar words once more: ncot looking bteyond ine legend itself
excepl to know, in a vague but pleasant way, thai scmehow it
makes everything right and good -- at least for a few days. The
sicry of tne Christ-child becomes an expresszon of our mood at
Christmastime, an interpretation of our own feelings, a reflex-
ton of cur spirit. Indeed, we have made it our own =ation:
it nas becoume subjective -- and fleeting.

But nevertheless 1t will duv quite we. s to voice the spiri%
of the mid-winter holiday.

II

Tne Nativity story at this level tellis us about man, but
rnot about Gud, The second chapter of St. luke is writing at
1s sublime, folk poetry that love and reverernce have spun abcut
the reve!ation of God. But its very beauty will be s snare if
because of ii we faii Lo recognize the significance nt God's
word, We must look past the story itself *to the deeper meaning
of these verses, not discarding the legend but encompassing 1t,
entering inio it as it were, to take ho.i of the revelation of
God.

=6
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St. Iuke, the second chapter, directs us to God; it wit-
nesses to what is beyond man, what man cannot comprehend. It
points to the revelation of God, and therefore it must not be

~= separated from the total witness; it must not be read as an i-
solated report, as if it were complete in itself, for it isn't
complete. The Naiivity story at this level is a fragment; 1t
cannot be separatec from the whole revelation and be understood.

The evangelisi': narrative at the level or revelaticn --
that is, rightly discerned -- witnesses to the incarration of
God in Jesus of Nazareth, who taught in Galilee and Judea when
Tiberius was emperor, and was crucif.iea under the Rcman governor

~ Pontius Pilate., it descraibes the woik ~f God at i1ts initiation
whose purpose was tc redeem mankind and reconcile it unto him-
self, The teautviful story of a mother and her infant son, of
the angelic host and the humble shepherds, assumes an eternal
and objective significance, 1lifting it out of the fleeting mo-
ment ¢f :its happening and into the high purpose of God -- at
once in history but above history. It carries a meaning which
does not pass away when the mid-winter festival draws to a
close,

V

IIT

Now we have claimed high and marvelous things for these
verses. But ciu what authority can what we have said be asserted?
Hw do we know that it is truc? Can we really claim to see so

” mich in the simple narrative in chapter two of St. luke, even
taking the entire Bible into account?

We cannot assert the presence of Ucd's revelation on the
basis of an inerrant scripture; it cannot be claimed that the
Bible in its outward aspect, in its words and phrases, represents
the dictation of God., We should then have to account fur the
many difficulties in St. Luke's text, of a chronological and
historical riature, and to explain the inconsistencies between
his narrative and St. Matthew's, for example: and they cannot
be accounted for nor explained away. Insoiration, so called, 3s
no help then: neither is the miraculous. We cannot appeal to the

r~ supernatural elements in St. Luke's accouiic to verify the reve-
lation. We do not prove that Gou was incacnate in Jesus of Na-
zareth by referring 1o the virgin birth, This event alone has
no meaning, it conveys no signiticance bteyond itself; and in-
deed, it iz uww appazent that oarthenogenesis in humans is only
rare and not itself a miracle. Nor can we refer to the argel
of the lord and the heavenly host as though their supernatural
proclamation demonstracey the validity of what we have asserted
concerning the tirth of Christ, The apoearance of the angelic
heralds was an exnerience of the shepherds alone; however valid
that experience for them, it was not ours.

» _7-
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.7 -VWheh asked whether he might deliver the series of lectures
here at Mt, Airy, Dr. Heinecken did not reje.t the pcosibility,

although he said there would be "other facztors" contingent upon
[ ¥

_whether or not he would do so.

*There is nothing on the horizon,® <aid Dv, Henry H. Bagger
in resovonse to the question of guest lecturers ¢ ring the second
semester of this academic year,

A meeting of the Special Commission on Relations to the
American lutheran Churcr Bodies wa: held on December 12 and 13,
Represeritatives from four Lutheran bcdies met in Chicago: ULCA,
Augastana, AELC, and Sucmi. At the meceting Dr. Bagger presentec

one of the key-note addresses. Title of his address was "Pus- o

sible Patterns of Organizaticn.”

*x » ¥

The STUDENTS' CO-OP BOOKSTORE manager for the calendar year
1957 will be Harold Henry, a middler from Netfs, Pennsylvania.
Assisting him will be Carl Schmoyer, also a middler from Sla-
tington. Manager for the past year has been Louis Rogers. The
duties of the new manager and his assistant will begin January L

Hal 1s married and the father of three chiidren. He grad-
uated frem Lehigh University in 1350 and gained business exper-
ience while working with his father in the lumber business,

Carl graduated from Muhlenberg College in 1955. He has

assisted in the bookstore during the past year. v

The bookstore committee urges all students to have their
bills paid by the end of this semester (January 5) s=o the new
manager can start his term with completed records.

* %x %

JUNIOR JOTTINGS: With the cowming of another Advent season,
the class made the first move toward the establishment of what
could become a seminary tradition. Along with an Advent wreath,
first used at lunchtime on Monday, December 3, a short devotion.
al service has been instituted before the midday meal. The ser-
vice, which consists of an invocation, scripture reading, and

one verse of an Advent hymn, is being led daily by a different

member of tne junior class.

Serving as the class commiticze, under the chairmanship of
President Roy Roderick, are Bob Keys, Paul Mertzluft, and Dick G,
Miller. It is hoped that the addition will add substantially to
an enriched devotional life at Mt. Airy Seminary.

% %

THE HEYER COMMISSION held its monthly meeting on December 6
at the home of Dr., Erich Voehringer, who presented a talk and

-10-



3 Ir we allow Ciir’simas to be interpreted w:thin the pleasant

' spirii of itne holiday =eason %L will necesssrily be taisified:

o therefore we must shovpe. our awareness of the meaning and deep
significance of this L3ly day, or let 1l siip awzy and be lusi
in the Tuletide festuval,

CAMPUS NEWS

Following ADVENT VESPERS ard Ch: 'simas dinner at the re-
¥ fectory tonight. the envire siuder’ body, wivas, and friends
are invited to participate in a5 ¢vsning of group caroling. The
carolers wili ga*her shortly ul:es dirner in the centeen ana
*make the rounds" of facuily and staff members' homes, It is
emphas’ . *ha® 1h13 eveLt %3 by no means resiricted Lo choir
i’ members, as in msut years., Everyone is ‘invited., Let the Ai-
ielujahs ring!

i

Sor O
Py

-r the direction of the WIVES' CLUB, the seminary's an-
nual Christmas party was held December 7 3u the chapel basement,
All students were 1invited, and a large crowd turned out to add

= o and partake of the festive atmosohere. The evening's acti-
vities consisted of entertainment and refreshments.,

¥ % »

YACULTY EVENTS: As already revealed in a PRT news release,
Dr, Martin J. Heinecken js s<heduled to be the man at the lectern
for this year's Knubel-Miller lectures. %“It is not coincidental,"
) informs Dr. Heinecken, "that the theme of the lectures, ‘Christ
Prees And Unites,' is also the theme for the '57 lutheran World
) Assembly to be held in Minneapolis next summer."
The exhausting i1 inerary of the lecture series runs as
follows: Jan, 22-24, Uerkeley, Calif.: Jan, 28-30, Milwaukee,
Y Wis.; Feb, 4-6, Kitchener, Ontario; Feb, 7-9, Detroit, Mich;
Feb, 18-19, Atlant«, Ga, In addition to the already anrounced
sub-topics to the theme, Dr. Heinecken disclosed five clarifying
questions which shed light on the general content of the lectures:
Ty (1) What were the reasons for the choice of the theme! (2) What
) is the liberating and uniting grspel which alcne is constitutive
of the church? (3) What 1s and what 1s not essential to the trus
unity of the church? (4) What constitutes true loyalty to the
church in the light of constant re-examination? and, {5) What is
the nature of Chri:tian service on the tasis of the liberation
' and unification effected by Christ?

- -9-



: - Yot we know that the proclamation is trus., The 1
Jesus was miraculous, for in tnhai moment God came to t
as a man, But hor do we know? Ia nc other way thar t
own word to us,

Recall in this connexicn Chriet's anczwer to Prie:
sarea Philippl: he had asked his discivles who they ur
him to be, and Peter had confessed, "Thou ar:t the Chr.
Son of the living God.* And Jesus answered nam, “Bi.-:
thou, Simon Bar-Jona: Yor flesh and bload ngth nol i+
this unto thee, but my Fsather who i: in hsaven," How
know? Because Gnd has sooken to us as hs spoke to Pun
have not found out about this ourselves -~ that God i
that night in the son of Joseph and Mary, inat he: had
reconcile the wcrld unto himself. Men have not made
to us; arguments have not convinced us. By our st
kriow only that certain marvelcus things have bLeen stol
cerning this child, But God has rsvealea ii urnto us:
Spirit has written it in our hearts., Our faiih alone
what has hapoened.

IV

The revelation »f God whizh lies within the beau:
tender stery ot the Christ-child's birth is known onl;
and faith knows it to be a terisibie thing.

God has come to men as a man: for us, it is joy;
him, an incredible renunciation. We ¢can see¢ when we |
incarnation sericusly, and not as a sentimental fancy
Chrisumas marks the most solemm sacrifice: on our scc
Creator has become creature! And yet Cliristmas is bw
ginring; Good Friday is the focal point of the incar:
God. God is with us, and he has come to die! The cr
never be nid, cven at Christmas; it stands at the cen
reveiation in Christ,

The message of Christmas is joyous, since it is |
ance of forgive . ind peace: but it is at the same
ble, - .se God has come tod ie. And yet just becau:
terrible is it of such great joy. For God's sacrifi:
measure of hils love: God's love for man, which surrer
self for our sin -- not becauvse - re wecrthy, but be
stand in reed. Christmas therefore is the opening pa
supremc rsvelation of love: this is the etermal gla.in

But Gud's love 13 holy: this love does not indul,
1ts requirement was seii'-destruction. There 1s no ro
sentimentality: neither can this word be restricted t
winter fortnight. 8



ON THE BOOKSHELF

LIBRARY (R THZ INTERRACIAL CHURLH
~- Tim Kennedy

PesiaentiaL segregat:on nas keot most Czucasian Chrigiians
living in zig zities rom reving MNegro ne:ighwors. But as icaphe
tortioods change and Negrue- nr other ricia?l grouws enter a white
rexghborhood, the chur-hes in that neilghbnrhood are forced ¢
7" make a decisicn. Will ihiey welicome Negroes as church members

or will they exciude them? 1Ir ihis sit -t1cn the licrns of the
American dilemma are esvecialiy high an. sharp. @& the one hand
is the Christian belief in universal biretherhoed and the demo-
cratic belief in equal opportunity for all. On the other hand
are the "acts of racial prejudice as shown i1n our color caste
sysiem wici iis various discriminations against tne Negrc.

i
v
s

The church library can be a dynamic fo:ce in helping church
membeis L0 8 fuller understanding of their Christian commitmerit
and its relation to race problems. The chu-ch library can also
help them tegin to work out the so¢ .tion to the American dilemma
in their own iives. Meri nave beern wrestling with race problems

~ for wany yzars, and *they i:ave wriiter bouks to share with otlhers
the fruit of their thought, prayer, and action. We can learn
much from these mern:, Haading sbout those who are experienced
in the wrow lems we are facing 1s an excellent wayv to 8 larger
perspective and a surer knuwledge of Lhe next steps to be taker,

An inter-racial crurch iibrary might contain, as a core,
threa kinds of books. The first reed would be for books on ba-
¢ic Christianity, books describing the Christian way of believ-

, ing, oraying, and behaving. Perraps the ne«t most needed books

| would be those which describe the race oroblem and orograms

| toward solving the protlem. The tnird focus of the _ ary
might te the biograohies and zutovicgraohies of heroic peovle

§ who have overcome prejudice and discrimination.

There 1s & strong sense of urgen~y about the interracial
church tecause the revolutionary Christian teaching of universal
brotherhood is in dinger cf being surrendered to the caste cus
toms ot our society. L1f this hapoens, the church will cease
tobe a vitei force in American life. But a wisely selected
¢ library can be an effective force in giving new vower
to the gosnel's message of redemptive love, It can help lead
men into a new ricnness of human fellowship.,

- -13-



ANGEL ANTICS -‘

Foo:0all interest is beginnirg to wane -- tub yel 3 fed
lads stii., persist to -elease iension in tne won’nes of Bagger

Bowl.

Once again in goed tradition the seniors playesd the middiers
in the se-<nd annual bewi classic for the coveted "Anderson Mem-
uric © oohy"™ and the school championship. Many notables were m
hand -- and out of hand -~ for the first time ihis vear - in fac
-- for many years. "Hardrash" Bogers i pbockstore repute, “Fum
bles"Kistier N . rute, and even the “Big Bear®
Schrum stopped by for a few plays before work. They often re-
marked how the field was inclined in both directions - it be-
came more confusing a: the game lengthened, breath shortened,
and the hill became e2per." Evervthing was run in a syste-
matic and neat fashicn -- befurs tre kickoff. But an hous and
many misguided olays later the middlers emerged traumphant Tty
crushing the seniors 7 touchduwns tc Zz. The victors used a
remarkable . ‘tinle offense -- they would either pass or .. .,
The long remembered feature of the pame was the next morning
when the senicrs moved decrenitly toward the :lassroom richly
endowed with linament,

Later in the season a few c¢f the Angels moved against a
recent :  3stown rival, Eastern Baptist. It was a hard fought
contest ptayed on the slippery turf of ihe Frienc ** Centiral Sta-
dium. The "Dunkers™ scorea first iate in the opening quarter.
The Angels came right back with Elton Richards picking off a
Geiss webbier, Clay flioped to "Almost-a-legend-now® Hitcheock
for the extra tally. The “Baps" iuit paydirt once more before
kalf. Early in the 2nd halt Clay tock another wobbler to add
six more, He then picked out his favorite target and "Hitch*
went in to tie the score.

Tre well ciled stern offense notched the final touchdown
with exacting verfection. "Well, Mom, it was an uphill fight
but the Angels didn't make it." Quote for the day- “At least we
were ecumenical "

BASKETIALL: the team has not been too brick. hey are
cften forced to their knees by the sheer weight of numbers. The
cagers orobably could have stayed a few . _zate if iLaey had ade-
quate reserves. They were ore point shy of the Hawks (77-7€) “n
the best played game of the year. "Buckets"™ Clay accuunted fo:
312 big voints. The other three games are a little sadder to
note, The margin of difference was wider -- and the Angels al-
ways came home tired and second best. -~ Hal Geiss

212



' showed slides on Lutheran missionary work in British Guiana.
. Foliowing the meeting, Mrs. Voehringer served refreshments ¢o
-L-the groug. (E1ght men, out of the 16 who signed up, attended the
! meeting.
The commissic: has also anncuc-ed that the goal ior its
1957 drive will te 3500, fhe monev wiii be used fcr the con

struction of a pTONY tabie Lhanel a0 Ja[)a;'“ ThiS year, eaci stu
dent has been givenr a zo ' oark which will be used for his ccon-
tributions. The diive wii. ernd the weex of Mar:h 3rd,

- r 2 »

o

act Under cne leadersniv of President Marjorie Gibbs the Sem.

- ¥ inary WIVES'CLUB is enicying a wide and varied range of activi-
ties this year. Among the activities undcrtaken thus far are a
tour of the Germantown Home, the vacking of Thankagiving and
Christmas baskets tor needy tamiiies, the making of gifts for
the Lutheran Settlement house and Haverford Center, and the
Christmss vaity for the student body on December 7.

In addition, members have neard a number of outstanding
speakers during the first semester. Dr., Edmund A, Steimle ad-
dressed the group at their first meeting. At succeeding meetinzs
Dr, Russell D, Snyder spocke on the Lutheran Publication liouse
and the lankenau Hospiial: Dr, Marcin J, Heinecker addressed
the group on the topic "What is a Lutheran?": Dr. Luther D, Reed
oresented a talk on the new Lutheran hymnal:; and Seminarian Art

-‘,,-Henne showed slides which he had taken while interning in the
Virgin Islands. 4Among next semester's speakers will be Dr, G,
Elson Ruff, editor of The Lutheran.

Officers for the 1956-'57 school year include:

Lois Seip -~ 1st vice president
Viola Fish - - 2nd vice oresident
Marilyn von Borstel .. secretary
Nancy Ebling -- treasurer

The Seminarian representative, Shirley Angstadt, reports that
all meetings have teen well attended, and the group is looking
forward tu an equalliy active second semester,

?_mmxscrms: N

"I don't have the heart to tell Schmink -- you tell him.*

=\
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The Race Preblem and its Selutlen:

Atwood, J;Howell, Thus te—theirdestiny; the personality de-
velopment of Negro youth L three communities. Washington, D.C.l,
American Council on Education, 1941, 96p. ¥.75. An account of
the problems, hopes, and frustrations of representative Negroes, i

Clinchy, Everett R, Handbook ¢n human relations. New York:
Farrar, Straus§ 1949. 146 p. $.. Facts on racial differences
plus the cause and cure of prejudice.

Elljott, John H, Building bridges between groups that differ in
faith, race, culture. New York: American Brotherhood Commission
on Religious Organizations, National Conference of Christians and
Jews, 1948, 47 p, $.25. The sections on points to remember, r
things to do, and questions are useful for group discussion.

Gallagher, Buell G. Color and consgience: the jirrcpressible
conflict., New York: Harper, 1946. 2b4p. $2.50. The gosoel's
challerge of inciusive brotherhood and liow to meet thie :hal-
lenge as an individual, in the local community, and at the na-
tional and international level. The treatment is thoreugh and
persuasive,

Johnson, Charles S, Into the majinstream: a gurvey of begi prag-
tices in yace relations in the South, Chapel Hili: Univ, of
North Carolina Press, i947. 355p. $3.50. Proven programs for
improvirig race relations in churches, housing, employment, and -
education.,

Johnson, Charles S. Patterns of Negro segregataon. New York:
Harper, 194. 332p. $3.50. Part one is a study of institu-
tions, conventions, legal codes, and i1deo.iocgy supporting racial
segregation and discrimination. Part tww deszribes the behavier
response of Negroes to segrazgation and aisciimination,

MacIver, Robert M, Gr relations ang group antagonisms. New
York: Harper, 1944, 237p. éz. A sympusium by members of mi-
ncrity groups to goproach their probiems from the viewpoint of
national welfare and the intellectual and spiritual effects
within the minorities. One reviewer called this the most en- Y
Iightenirg book on majority-minority relationships.

MacIver, Robert M, The mgore perfeci unjon: a program for copn-
trol of inter-group discrimiraticn ip the United States. New
York: Macmillan, 1948, 367p. $%4. Prorosals for attacking dis-
crimination: on the educational, political, and economic fronts.
This sociologist states that it is more effective to make a di-
rect attack on specitic discriminatory practices than an indi-
rect attack on orejudice.

.
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Neisorr, W<il2am o. The .~istian way in race relations. New
Yorx: Harper, iy+v. 256p. $2.50. What is required or a Christ-
ian society and what are the advances in .-ocess. Views cn

*Christianity's appiic~ation fo race probiems by thirteen ciergy-
men.,

Povdermaker, Hortense, cbing our preijudices., New York: Har-
per, 1944, 73p. $.65. This aims to make high school studenis
aware «f their prejudices, ®* understand the origin and effectis,
and to eauce them,

Rose, Arncid M. The Negro in Americe. New York: Harper, 1948,
125p. $3.75. A rcondensation of Gurnnar Myrdal's An American

v- Dilepma. One-fifth the size of Myrdal's book, it retains ail
the important analyses, :nsighis, 'nd conclusions.

Sperry, Willard L. Religion and cur racisl tensions. Cambridge:
Harvard Univ. Prass, 1945, 106p. $1.50. This includes chap-
ters by Clyde Kiuckhohn and Margaret Mead, plus a chapter on a-
gencies of inter-racial cooperaiion.

Warner, William L. Cojlor and human pature: Negro perzonality
deyelopment in a = ‘tnern city. Washington, D.C.; American
Council on education, i94i, 30lp., $2.25. The iocial and ra-
ctal factors affecting Negro youth in Chicago's "south side®™ are
analyzed mostly thrcugh case histories,

" Biography:
Barton, Rebecca C. Wi: - :s fur freedg¢ .. Hegic = in

New York: Harper, 1948, /9tp. $3.50., The
coliection incluces Booker T. Washirngton, W.C. Handy, Richard
Wright, and others.

at the Negro.

Halsey, Margaret., Col :_a white
New York: Simon and Schuster, 1946, 163p. $2.50.

Robinson, James H, Road without turning. New York: Farrar,
Strauss, 1950. 512p. $3. The well known Harlem pastor's
struggle to reconcile Christian teachings with practices.

White, Walter. A man called White. New York: Viking, 1948.
382p. $3.75. White was a Negro white enough to pass for a
Caucasian,

Woolman, John., The Jjournal ¢f Johp Woolman., Edited by Janet
Whitney., Chicago: H. Regnery Co., 1950. 233p. $2.75. A
testameni to his devotion to God and man. Woclman pioneered
against. slaveholaing iong before lidncoln was torn. Trueblood
calls him perhaps the saintliest man America has produced.
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IETTER TO THE EDITOR...

6
¢
(This letter first appeared in the Muhlenberg Weekly and is re.|
printed here at the request of the author. }
§
]

To the Ed: i s

The subject of this letter is an 0id one: high church--la
church., But beforc you decide it's a rehash and throw it into
the wastebasket, let me tell yocu it is not written with the pu
pose of reopening campus discussion, but merely to clarify my _
position in what many people <un.ider a dead issue. i

You may know that as a pistor-without-a-parish, I--and thdri
other clergy on campus--supply parishes-without-a-pastor each
Sunday. My assignments frem the Ministerium of Pennsylvania .
take me pretty much over the entire territory under its juris.
diction, and more and more I see that our "campus™ issue of
high church--low church is not a campus-restricted thing. Fe-
cul arly, I have teen greeted enthusiastically by high church
veople, and looked at with lifted eyebrows by low church people

I have been much surcrised tou find that both camps regard me a

a creature who walks aiong swinging incense pots.

Besides this Sunday sermon preaching, 1 have been teachin
once a week at the lutheran Seminary in Mt, Airy, through the
graciousiy granted permission of Dr, Seegers. The course is -
"History of Doctrine,” a Z-hour required senior ccurse, which!
like to give as it is my special field. DBesides, it makes for
good coordination between college work and work in the seminan,
Things came to a head iast week on this high church--low chureh
question, when I made statements conirary to high church thirn-
inge I was - ..ed to hear a group of students indignantly ::-
mark that “obviously this man (mel)) : . st his good catliclis
Burcpean ILutheranism and haz become Americanized. We had hope
he would bring us back to ithe originai hiigh churchly ideal of

ather,®

Now I am corwvinced that quite a number of clergy, studerts
and faymen expect me Lo represent-- and teach-- a kind of mix- ¥
ture of Romar: - -, . ism and Anglicanism, sweetened with suit:
biry Latheran liturgical elements. Someone is off the track.

(1) Latheran doctrine says the worcd ot the Lord is fully
present amoung his people in sermon and sacrament., Certalniy
the eucharist should be recovered and reconquered for the lu-
theran ciurch. The sacrament has been reduced to an incrediol
minimum, But aceccording to our doctrine the sacrament may new:
becone a substitute for the proclamation of the Worc of God,
"Sacramentalizm" is :+97 ¢ 'sermonism” --meaning the over-
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growth of tou much talk in the church. My deepest concern for
our church ans zs3peciaily for those students who intend to go
ints the Lutherari ministry is that their preaching shouid be
biblical and sound ard well prcpared, the result of thcrough
study under prayar and the 1ife-givirng influence of the Holy
Spirit. Nct ty preaching alcne, not by sacrament alcne, but a-

round the %“wo focuses of sermon: and sacrament is the tfull Iuther-

an worship service buiit,

(2) The indiscriminate resesrvation of the holy sacrament
is not possibie in Lutheranism. Such reservation in the Roman
Catholic churcii for the ourpose of veneration of the sacrament
and later use at communion is perfectly conzistent with the

I thep” Roman Catb:olic zyvtem of theclogy which teaches the doctrine of

ich transubstantiaticn. This doctrine does not exist in the Luth-
la eran church. Iutheranism insists on the real presence of Jesus
{s- Christ in bread and wine in the actual use of these elements in
; hoiy communion and in faith. It is opermissible to reserve the
Po-  elements for the sick and aged shul-ins who are unable to par-
'th  ticipate in the Cecmmon Service. 1hey are separated by local
ople. distance and some difference in time, but tecome members of the
.2 a5 group that celebrated, in their preparation and spiritual in-
tention, and so bread and wire are brought to them from the
table of the congregation., bBut this is not transubstantiation.
-hing
he If a Lutheran pastor is asked, "Why do you genuflect be-
S o= fore the altar?™ and arswers, *Because the sacrament is reserved
¢h " on this 31tar,® I would say that such a man has left the realm
for  of luthe:anism. '
nary,
ureh I am not here discussing the validity of religious convic-
ir.- tions. however, I do want to state the doctrines of a church
r-- and her usages must form an integrated unit, and we cannot bor-
1{¢ row things that are a part of another system.
0P
of (3) Richer ritual, traditional vestments, the re-introduc-
tion of chanting into the services .-"externals®--are good and
desirable. But in our day such things seem to be considered
erts, under aesthetic and other no:i-religious categories, and we hear
1%V people say the above mentioned enrichment is wanted for the
wit: 3ake of beanty and enhancement and greater attractiveness. In
: 2 certain definitely "low"™ Lutheran church, spotlights follow
tiie ushers as they bring the offering to the altar, In another
1y Lutheran church I found the more or less correct use of tradi-
v tional vestments and of other liturgical and ritual elements.
2= In beth cases orie has the feeling these usages are not develoved
iple from a religious canter, but have become 2 means of advertise-
ever  ment, and of aesthetical pleasure. Let us, therefore, begin to
. work from the center, and not from the outside.
er-; Where preaching is sound and bitlical, where laymen and

-17-
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pastors seriously study the confessions of the Lutheran church
and live the fullness of worship in preaching and teaching, in
orayer and singing, in sacrament and sacred fellowship, every-
thing else will naturally grow again bty itself., "“Seek first the
Kingdom of God, and all eise wili follow."

Finally, let us do away with lavels. Let us, in Christian
love, assume that each wants the best for the church, 1Is not
Christ One and the Same?! Is not baptism one and the same? Is
not our faith and hope one and the same? To use the holy sacra-
ment as a weapon of disunity is a misuse of the sacrament.
There can be no other use of the eucharist than in faith and
love,

v
Perhaps this letter will disassociate my name from prac-
tices and usages I do not condone and never have condoned. I
hove so.
Sincerely vours,
(Signed) Hagen Staack
THE BUSINESS OF CHRIST v

Milling crowds of evening shopvers

Press through the lighted corridors of Main Street,

Respunaing here and there to its persistent appeals.

"For Him" and "For Her," neatly lettered, raflect from radsau
windows

With gitt suggesticns on display from alil the world‘s cornucopia

Or for ».- “oved ones: "A Gift Certificate"
To be redeemed in the quiet dawn af.c: Christmas.
Ana the signs of commerce outshine zcasicnal cards

That moaestly oroclaim, "Christmas is Christ's Birtnday" v
To those weary hearts; the uncertain steps, bui‘ated by passing
lives,

Are these the symbolz of our time?

These were the eternal nights betore Christmas,

Now, in our December, hearts rejoice 1i: the fullness of giving,

And here's a gift certificate through an old established firm., |

Approaching now two thousand years, we come in the quiet dawn
to our Redeemer,

-~ Rzbert Seﬁxﬂd-T
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SHORT STORY

He loved his garden...

And they laughed at him,
He cared for it every day.
My, he was a queer one,

For him it was the happiest and best and loveliest.
One shouldn't be like that,

Ordinary people aren't like that.

Why was he like that?

He had no wall about his garden,

He wanted everyone to share,

They laughed at Beauty, Kindness, Love.,
Laughed.!

Little boys trampled his garden,
He was so confused.,..

He beat them, even he did.

And they dragged him to court,

Now they had him,

Now they would show him,

Now they would get even.

"Your Honor, this man had a garden of weeds..."

-- Ray Long
(11/30/56)
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