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IN THIS ISSUE ••• 

Our oublication date was pushed back a few days because 
there are· announcements and articles in this issue of Tho .§.w­
narian which should be in your hands before the annual Advent 
Vespers this evening. We urge you first to read the news re­
port on page 9 and the Advent devotional article on page J. 

"Even So, Come, lord Jesus" was written by Don luck as a 
description of the meaning behind this ev·ening' s Advent Ve:spers. 
It aims to show the continuity and direction of the service 
through each of its individual parts. The article's devotional 
quality characterizes it as more than an interpretation of our 
Advent worship service. 

Bill Hunter's doctrinal Christmas sermon, "The Terrible 
Revelation," directs your thoughts away from the season's fes­
tive celebration to the real meaning of this holy day. 

Seasonal contributions in this issue include Bob Seibold's 
ooem, "The Business of Christ," and the cvver design by Miss 
Helen Weslocky, formerly staff artlst at the Publication rlouse. 

-

In "On the Bookshelf" Jim Kennedy considers the question 
of racial integration in the church, listing �€veral books which 
would be valuable on the integrated church's library shelves. 

Dr. Hagen Staack addresses a "Letter to the Editor" in 
which he asserts his theological and liturgical position, par­
ticularl.y in relation to the reservation of :;a"ra.mental elements, 

There's a "Short Story" by Ray long, a cartoon by John ..,,-
Bucher, news reoo'!'"ts by the staff, "Angel Antics" by Hal Geiss -
- all included to make this issue interesting 1 informative, and 
thoughtful. -- Al Schrum 

* • * 

0 lord Jesus Christ, Who at Thy first coming 
didst send Thy messenger to prepare Thy way before 
Thee; Grant that the ministers and stewards of Thy 
m�steries may likewise so prepare and make ready 
Thy way, by turning the hearts of the disobedient 
to the wisdom of the just, that at Thy second com­
ing to judge the world we may be found an accep­
table oeoole in Thy sight 5 Who livest arid reignest 
w1 th the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, 
world wiLhout end. Amen. 



- EVEN 50,COME.LORD JE�U5 
"Cume., LorG ,\::::il,3," is the prayer of the e>..f>1:!:'tant heaI t 

that, wtr,b lamp L·immed and lighted 0 await::. wJth hooe d!'ld lvr:g 
1ng the cumir1g 0f i. ts lord" Advent is 1'hc; se.3sc.,n uf the exDt.:r 
tant heart o It H, 1.he commemoration a�d prtoarat1on for Gcx:: � 
connng in-co t,hE: w,>rld · .1.n the •:,ry of a ·:11:.:..-1,i, 1n hi!:> oresence 

,,. today, and jn his -:::c,,nng in glory and ma_,e5ty at the P-nd of 
human history. 

Advent is the nroc]amation of God's double -edged coming., 
Now is the day of SALVATION and the day of JUDIMENL Now is the 
Day of Yahweh o 

This evening 0 the seminary communi t.y will gather together 
for lts annua 1 Adver,t Ve:spt.:r service. Thi3 yedr. the worsM p 
of the eommuni ty wil.L be -:entered around the oroclamation of 
the coming of the Day of the L:ird in the incarnate Christ. 

The Antiphon of the Act�·ent Psalm---11ke the voices of the 
heavenly host aru,ounc1ng th� c0ming of the Christ to the shep., 
hercfa- �announ,::es to u::, the coming of the Dav of the Lord: 
HEAR YE! 

Blow ye the trumpet in Sion� for the Day of the Lord ls 
� nigh at and; behold he cometh to save us. Alleluia, alleluia. 

The Advent P�alm that follows (Psalm 97) describes this Day. 
The righteou�mes� of God 1s manifest :i11 his corrting. let hi8 
people rejoice 0 

for g1·eat 1:_. the salv,:1tion he brings. Let all 
tremble for gn-;at is the gJ ory of his Judgment: 
THE LORD SHALL COME o 

The lor·d re1g::1eth, let th� e.1rth re._ioi,·e; let the multi, 
tude of 1.sle:= ba glad the1·e0f. 

The Advent Proohecies, descrihing the manner of the lord's 
coming, are coupled with ttie responses of his neople: 
PREPArIB F'OR HIM , 

J,_)el 2;1-2, 10-1_1, 
Rend you:r heart and r1ut your garment5, and tUJ"Tl unto th,, 
lord your God: For tie i� grcic1our. and merciful, slow to 
anger, and of great Jdntlness .. And rerJt;;n t.eth him of the 
eviL 

!1��1:tl..�--Gregur 10 Allegri. � 
Have merc:v unun me, 0 Gori. according to Thy lovingkind.. � 
ness. Wash me thoroughly from mine inJqu,ty, and clea1.:;e 
me fron, my sin, 

THE TRUE KING OF ISRAEL. 
Isaiah 9:2-7. 

Of the increase of his government and ��ce there shall 
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be no end. upon the throne of Dav:id and uoon his 1<ingd011, 
Hosa:m:i� to the Li.ving I.ord-�J. S. Bach. 

Rosanna to the living Lord � Hosar,na to th� incarnate Word;­
Hosanna in the highest � To Christ Crea tor. Savior, Kin�, 
let earth, let heaven 11 Hosanna" sing·� 

THE SUFFERING SERVANT. 
Isaiah 52;1J�5J:5, 

He is deso1sed and re Jected of men; a man of son·ows, ac­
cs:_,,,i. ... i1tal '1W 1th grj ef, Ne was wounded for our t ran.:;gress1ons, 

W wj he was br1Ji,,�d for our 1rnqui t ies. i th his str lp�,"' we 
are healed. 

3\ Vere Languores Nostros_-=Ant0n10 Lotti. 
Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our :;orrows, Y ai 

HE WILL BE ANNOUNCED. 
Malachi J:1�2; 4:1-1,5. 

Behold, I will send my messenger, and h� .shall nrepare 
tne way before me; and t.he lord wn0m ye seek shall :,ud= 
denly come to his temple. fhe Sun c,f righteousness 
shall arise with healing in his wing6. 

Dea rest Lord Je/:> 11&, Why Do9t Tho1..; Tara? - --LT , S, Bach. 
Come, for with wait�ng rrzy- heart i.s so weary, come if it 
olease thee and grant me re11ef. 

The Advent Gosoel--the Ben�dictu_"?�- oroclaims the immedlacy 
of fulfillment. 'l'he messenger that pr�pares the way bef0re the 
face of the lord has come. 

THE EARBINl}ER IS HERE ! 
hike 1.67-79, 

Blessed be the lord God of Israel; for he hath visited 
and redeemed his oeoole � and ha Lb raised 1 1.!J an horn of 
salvation for us in the hom,e of hi."> ser-va.nt. David'. as 
he spake by the mouth of his hcly prophe��. 

Er1..: 1allet. _Ihr Lieder-�,J .S. Bach, 
5mg ora ises ye � ai thful. l'he lord now desires our soul 
as His temple. 

YiA r, AN ATP.A 
�ven so, come. lord Jesus. 
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THE TERRIBIE REVELATION 

A Doctrinal Semon for Chri3tmas 

William Hllnter-

Christma s is more than a rellgic,1 1s festival . We who are 
Christians ought to recognize thi<o . that the celebration of t he 
Nativity of our 4,:-d ts on ly a par t u� the Christmas holiday. 
Actually . ou:r- Y1..1.le L ide is one with tho:- popular festivals of mid­
winter which have been observed in Eu.r-opea n  countries down through 
the ages . Originally the s e  hol idays celebrated the renewal of the 
3un j s strength a s  it pas sed the winte r solstice and be gan once 

""' again its northwa rd journey through the skies ; and to this day 
our concern at: this season 13 with man and the world p for the 
'Jeauty and soundness of nature a nd the gl adness of thi s lift"; . 
Today we jol.n with all mankind in this fes t  iv-al of joy and reas= 
surance p as we participate in those forms and customs whi ch ha ye 
chara cterized it for centuries -= s ince long bef ore t he birth 
of Christ . 

This :!.s the " fairest t ime of year . i; the mid-winter holtda;T . 
whether t h"': Roman Saturnalia or the m odern Yulet ide :  a t ime of 
jollity and good cheer . of friendly gre�tings and exuberant gi� 
ving ; a few days decorated with greens and f1owers p with light s 
and fires � dsvoted t o  feasting arid drinking . to playing and sing -

,... ing -- a t ime of riotous merr.r-- making p bu.t also of warm fellow� 
ship and quiet sola!'.:e , when toil an -1 s trife are suspended , and 
l�fe seems worth the living o 

I 

Now- I do �ot feel called upon to depl ore the state of affairs . 
I am not prepared to  adopt a pur:..tariical �: ._ - l  and to condemn these 
festivit:'...es . P�rha�s it ' s  only that I enjoy them as much as any­
◊ne - =  but I ' m incI1i1ed rather to acknOkledge their place in our 
Chrlstma:; celebr ati01 1  than to d enou."":ce them. and require them to 
be forSlforn . Th�ugli  I ha �e a warning . 

Christmas Las becom'!; a warm and sent 1.1r,e�tal holiday • a plea c 
,ant interval uf o:>mf e:rt. and r: ontem.ment ;  well and good ! Under= 
�tand now �ha t 1 ' m not referring t0 th� crass and commercial as­
·�ct of the C:::·.: •- tma s  cel�bra t :i_1.>!l '. I kr10w that none of us needs 
c o  be warned : onct".rnii1g the vulgci.r exc,,3s=,e.:- of this sea:JOn . But 
I 'm thinktr-:.g - -.f Christ.ma�, as lt :b •�eleb!·ated in Christ:tan homes 
and in c , !:" CPtu•,-,:ne.::s ; and my wcnni..11g is that we may transfer the ' i 
Jpirit <"'f our corr.plc:1.cent h oliday " , - .ly aud too simply to the re� ' ' 
ligious occa�icn of the fes tival , the observance of the Nativity 
o! our Lorl . He re theri i and not in the fe�tivities themselves , 
lies the deep danger of our merrf Christma s ! that the incarnation 



....;: or Ood should bec<ne a pleasant and agrot?able report , no mora 
t.han a ll1Jlbol of peace and good will, that it 111ight r.onfona to 
our cheerful p val"ll-hearted Christmas . 

And in our day I fear this adaptation of the gosr-61 to the 
spirit of the :ndd-�1idnter holiday has wen a r,:i e ::i. r  � :i ct.or:-r . I am 
sure we have nl",t p1aru1ed it so -- but we ha ·re perml � , 1 certain 
per.:n1asi-ve inf'!.u.ences within the very .sub!it.anct- of our ::.: elebra­
t iori tc. dilute the meaning of  the incar-nation o A part. of the 
trouble lies w:l.t.h the �entilnental a ttad1Men"Cs of our ch u.rchly 
:a.t'trv:'- ce , the subtle nower cf the fa.ml.liar and U:e appojr1ted r.c, 
d istract our attention from the ,}:.jee:t of wort> l11p t(; the wor3hip 
itself , so that w1.1 n.nd ,:,ur real � a:tb fa c t ion :i n  ,)U r  uwn aclivity, 
and security ult:tmatel�;;· in oursel v es alone . &...4t pe rhaps it is ,. the Bible itself tha t uJ�s at the heart of t:nfa problem - - the 
m.:3.t chles s text of St . I.t.ke and U1e deep-t.oned K.1ng Jame s t.ra, ,a­
lation .  

I am thinking of the Chri.!!lmas les s o.c. ; t.ne beluv<::d word:, 
wnich tell the gentle story of a mo thor ar,d ht=r child . of angel� 
i� heralds and humble shepherds -- a 5 Lcry of mvsti-: bed.uty , a 
narra tive oure d.nd hallowed . What da re I ;jay a g a tnst these 
ve rse� ? Only that th�y may be misinte rpre ted • r:1lsunder-stood . 

The Ch:dstia1 1 , .!: Lhink g runs the ris k of b�:i.ng sati�fiad 
merelv "W ith the � t.:.per fL: la i  a5pect of t.hi!; te,nde :c titory ,  which 
agreP.� so perfe ctly wi tn ,,he wa nn=hea rteo imi .rl t of the holiday 
!1eason . We may flnd ourselv-e� content siMply tu hea r  the fa • ., 
miliar w-0t'ds on ce rno:-e ; net looh:tr.g 'beyond t.he legend itself 
except to know , 1n a ngue but pl ea�ant way • tha i. !JOMehow it 

� 

TTiakes e ·te1y"'vhing right  and good =- at lea ·n: fer a few days . The ·. 
s tc,ry of the Christ- child becor:1e,3 an expres s ion of our mood at 
Chri stmaati�e , an interpretat ion of our own feeling� 9 a reflex­

ion of O tl.! spirit . Indeed i we have made it our 0WJ1 ·�a tion ; 
it nas becv1r1e subjective -�  aud fleettng . 

But nevertheless 1 c will du quit" we_ 
of the mid-wi.11 te r holiday.  

II  

to voice the spiri'; 

Tne N,Hivity story at this lev·el t�Tls U-' aboul man , but 
not about Gr.id . The second chapter of St . Luke is writ ing , t  
i .s  �t.blirr1e , folk poe try that love and reve..:rer1ce have 5p!.m abc,-:.it 
c,he reve .La tion of God . But its very beauty will be a snare 1f 
t.Jecause of lL we fail Lo re cognize the 3 1.gnlf'icance nf God ' !  
worJ . We mu;:; t look past the -,tory i t::ielf to the deepe r meanfog 
c•f the se ver �e! , not d:..s c ar·d ing the legend but encompass:ing it ,  
entering in �o .:..t  a:"I  it  were � to take hoJ.j �f  the revelat1.on of 
God . 

.. 



St . w.ke , the second chapter , dire cts  us to God ; it wit­
nesses to what is beyond man , what man cannot comprehend . It 
points to the revela tion of God , and therefore i t  must not be 

.... separated f rom the total witness ;  it mus t  n ot be read as an i­
,olated report , a� if  it were comolete in itself , for it i�m • t  
cll!lplete . The Na � ivity s to ry  a t  this level is a fragment ;  1t 
l!annot be separa ted f rom the whole rev-elation and be understood . 

The evange lts L 1
::. na rra t :.:  ve at  the level 01 revela tion -­

that is � rightly d is .;erned �- witnesses to the incarnation of 
God in Jesus of Na zare th . who taught i.n Galilee arid J",,.l.dea when 
Tiberh1s was empe ror I) and was cructf 1.�u under the Re-man governor 
Pontius Pila te . I c.  d�scr1bes the w·0 r k -:-,f Goc:1 at it5 in1 tiation 

Y whose purpose � a ::,  tc redeem marikind and re conc1l� it un to him., 
self . The beau t iful s to ry of  a mothe r and her infant son , of 
the angelic hos t  and the humble shepherd::. . as5umes an eternal 
and obJect1·1e s 1gnif 1can.:e I) lifting it out of the fleeting mo­
ment c,f :' its hap-pe .-1ing and into the high purpose of God = =  at  
once 1n history bui above hi.s tory o It card es a mean ing which 
does not pa.s s  awa;y when thP- m1d -·w1nter fe stival d raws to a 
close . 

III 

Now we have claimed high and marV'elou, things for these 
verses . But Oli wha t a uthority can what we ha ve said be ass&rted ? 
How do we Knm>¥ that it is trur- 1 Can we really claim to see so 

,,.. much in the simple narrat1:.re in chapter two of St .  Iuke l) even 
taking the entl1-e Bible tnto a ccount ? 

We cannot assert the presence of Gcn 1
� r� �elat1on on the 

basis of an inerrant scripture ; it cann ot be claimed tha t the 
Bible in its o·lltward aspect , in it s word s and ph:-·ases � represents 
the dictat ion of God . We should then have to  account fur the 
many difficult ies ir1 St . LJke 1 s text , of  a chronological and 
historical r.ature ,  and to expla in the in consistencies between 

� his narrative and St . Matthew ' s ,  for example ; and they cannot 
be accounted for nor explained away. lnsuira tlon , so ca lled , j s  
no help then � neither is the mira culous . W& cannot appeal to the 

,.. suoernatu.:cal elements in St . Luke ' 5 accO\ .. , ,c. to verify the r�ve­
lcttion . We do not prov� that Goo wa s inc.:1 ·('r,ate in Jesus of Na­
zareth by refer r:1.ng l.o the virgin birth . Thls e vent alone ha! 
no meaning � it corh.-e,y s no s ignificance beyo;,d itself ; and in= 
deed , it is :iww a ppd.: ent that oarthenogen�sh in humans is only 
rare and not itself a miracle .  Nor can we refer to the angel 
of th� l<ird and �he heavenly host as thoug h their suoernatural 
proclar.iat1on demonstra �e� the v �lidity of what. we have a ., serted 
concerning the birth of C�ri s t o  The apoearance of the angelic 
herald! wa:s an "'x"fl"rience uf the shepherds  alone � howe-v-e r valid 
that experience for them , it was not ours . 



'"f 
' When asked whether he might deliver the serie� of lectures 

h-,re at Mt. Airy , Dr. Heinecksn d id not rt3 .;e\., t  thti pc.::.s :1.bility, 
although he said there would be " other- fa ctors" c ontingent u.por, 

_ wheth�r or not he would do so.  -

•niere is nothing on the horizon 0 is � a id Th:- o Henry H o  Bagger 
in re�oonse to the question of gues t lecture r s  cl · , ing the �ecorn� 
semester or t-his acad�mic year . 

A meeting of the Special Commts .�non on R,.la t ions to th� 
American Lutheran Church Bod ies wa �. held on December 'i2 and l�, . 
Represerit-atives from four' Luthe ran be-d ies met in Crncago : ULCA 0 
Aug1.1stana , AEIC ,  and Su.:mi . At the mcet1.ng Dr o  Bagp;er  pre :se11te1.c 
one of the key�note add r e 3 ses . Title cf h 1 :.,  addre s s  was 11 P0s � ',"' 
sible Patterns of Organ :i.z.at.i0n . 11 

The STUDENTS ' CO- OP BOOKSTORE manager ! or the calendar year 
1957 will 1:>e Harold Henry, a middler from Nerfs 9 Penn sylvania . 
Assisting hint will be Carl Schmoyer 0 also a midd ler fr om Sla­
tington . Manager for the past. yea r  ha s been Lou1s Roge rs . The 
duties of the new manage r and his a� sistant will beg in January 1 

Hal 1! married and the rather of three children . He grad­
uated from Lehigh Univer� ity in 1950 and ga ined bus ine s �  exper-­
iFmce while working with h13 f'ather in the lumbe r bu5 ine ,s . 

Carl graduated from Muhlenberg College in 195 5 .  HE:: has 
assisted in the bookstore during the pa st yea r .  

The bookstore c ommittee urges all students t o  have their 
bills paid by the end of thi! semester ( January 5 )  so the new 
manager can start his term with completed record s . 

• * • 

JUNIOR JO'M'INGS : With the coming or another Advent season 9 

the cla�s made the first move toward the establishrnen� of wh�t 
could become a seminary trad ition . Along with an Advent wreath , 
fi :i· st used at lunchtime on Monday g Decembe 1· 3 p a s hort devotionu 

..,. 

d l  �e rvi. ce has been institut�d before the mj dday meal.  The .ser� 
vi ce ,  which cons ists or an invocat1.on 0 s c ripture read ing , and 1 
one ve rse of an Advent hymn r 1� being led daily by a d ifferent 
membe r of tne junior clas s .  

Serving a3 the cla ss comr:tittce , under the chaima.nship of 
President Roy Roderick p a re Bob Key ! , Paul Me rtzluft , and Dick G, 
Mille r .  It i s  hoped that the adoition will add substan tially to 
an enriched devotional life at Mt. Airy Seminary .  

THE HEYER CCJ-1MISSION h�ld its monthly meeting on December 6 
.t the home of Dr. Erich Voehringer , who presented a talk and � 
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-, 
1a Ir we allow C�ir �.stma� to he interpreted � :i  thin t ho plea�ar,t 
r,  spirlt of tne hol.tda� �ecl .'l<ln it wil l nec,,�su n }.y bf! ral!i l f ted �  
>t, therefore W& mu:,t 5h<='�· ;"J!:=. . 1  our awarenes s  vf tht! nteaning and deep 

- significance of thb ':-, -;J.y di!Y e -.:n· lf' � 1t � J 1 r- a.twy ar:d be L," i ­
in the Yuletide  fes t:; ll'"-11 .  

:er 
ne 

1 

CAMPU5 NPJJ 
Fc.,11,>w:l.ng ADVErJT vF.S PERS 3.c�:1 C:h• � :., � nias J ::.nne: a t  the re� 

.,,. fttctory ton .. ght . th� en\ ire .; ', ::dcr, 1• body , wiv�s  1 and f.rier.ds 
a re invUt:d t o  1-1a :-t lc i pa t  ... '; r: ,,; !  H· sr,ing of group carol:tng o The 
carolers w:'.i } .i gR � her short}.y d.:;:  1 � ,: du!ner in the r.2.ntc-en aria 
�make the )'·01.1nd:, 11 •Jf f d ,: �1 ., :.:: 3.nd staff me1!•1!:,-er3 ' homes o It 1� 
emphas .· '. hc"i ;. t ·i�-:\7 e v-:"1" ... \3 by no mean, rcstri�ted to t;ho1r 
members , a.s Jn r-io ::.,t. y ears . Everyor1e i� :unrit.cd . I.et the Al­
lelujah� r ing ! 

•- r the d irection of' the WIVES ' CWB ,, the seminary ' s  an= 
nual Christm.as pa rty wa� htld Decembe r 7 tu the chapel basement . 
All student� were 1n 1.> ·t led i and a la rge c rciwd turned out to add 

..,... to and parta ke of the fc5t.1ve atmosohere o The evening ' s  acti­
vities comn3ted of �nter tainment and re freshments .  

�'ACULTY EVENTS � .As already revealed ln a PRT news release , 
D-r. Martin J o  Heinecken ts s �heduled to b� the man at the lectern 
for tM.! year 1 !> Knubel �Miller lectures . " It 1! not coincidental , "  
Lifot'JM Dr .  Heinecken , " that the theme of the lectures , ' Christ 
Free� And Unites , '  is also the theme for the ' 57 Lutheran World 
Assembly to be held in Minneapolis next summer . "  

� 

The exhausting 1 ine rary of the lecture series runs as 
follCMs ; Jan . 22� 24, Qerkeley , Calif . ; -Jan . 28-30,  Milwaukee , 

"r \i� . :  Feb. 4= 6 �  Kit � hener ,, Ontario ; Feb .  7-9 , De tro1t 9 M1�h ; 
Feb. 18�19 ,, Atlant d 9 Ga . In addition to the already announced 
sub-topics to the t heme , Dr .  Heinecke11 dis closed fiv-e clarifying 
questions �hich shed light on tho general content of the lectur�s : 

I .  (1 )  Wha t. were the reason s  for the choice of the theme ? ( 2)  What 
t� the L.'.::,e rat ir1g and un iting gr-spel -which alone is const itutive 
;,f th� .-:.h1..1.1 ch � , J )  Wha t 1s  and 1-1hat 1:, not es�ential to the tru� 
unity o{ the church ? ( 4 )  What con�tituto� true loyalty to the 
chur·ch ill tl!e light of con s tant. re��xamina tion ? and , (5 ) What. i:, 
the nature of Chri: t.Lan service on the ba:sis of the liberation 
and unification e ffec ted by Christ ? 

-9-



· Tet " lmow that the prcclA1Ution 1a true . The t 
Jen.a was 111iracul.oua , for in that TI\Oil\bllt God came lo 1: 
a1 a u.n . Bttt how do .,e know? In nc; other way thar: l: 
own word to us . 

Reca!l in this connexion Chri!.l • s an�wG� to Pcte1  
sarea Philippi : he had asked hi:1 disc:\:oles w-ho they �! 
him to be 1 and Peter l,ad c onfcs s�d . "Thou a:r: 't he Ctr .: 
Son of the living God o " And Jesus an!fW·Ared hD1 11 � fl:;_ ... � 
thou , Simon Bar-Jona ! r or flesh and blood 'r·./lU, nv t. l � 

this unto thee , but '11G' Fa ther  who it, 1I1 he:.,�•er. ,, "  Ho� 
know f  Beca-ilse God ha� sonken to t:5 as  hi:,, s vJke t o  P�� 
ha-re not found m.1.t about this ourselves -- that. Goo '"l -= 
that night in the son of Joseph and Mar:,· 0 that Lf: had 
reconcile the w c:rld unto himself o Men ha v·t� r.,,t made j 

to us r argument; have not convinced u� o By our s1 
know only that. ce:rtam ma rvelous tb:h;gs  ha·li c tJeen �r,o1 
(,�ming this child o But God ha s T$Vealect -: t  1mt .:, us : 
Spirit has W!'itten it 1n our hearts . Our fa.1.U, alone 
what ha� hapnened o 

IV 

The revelat ion ·>f God wh1 e:h  lie, within the tea1...1 
tender story ot tne Christ-child 1 5 b1.r th is known on].J 
and faith kno-..s it to be a ter·;•ible tt1lng . 

God ha s com� to men as a man � for u� c it i3 joy ;  
h im ,  a n  incred:ible ren-.1..n�iat:tc!'. . We 1;."'a11 se<:; when w e  1 
tncarn� tion seriou�ly.  and nut as a sent imental fancy . 
Christ.ma s marks the mo�t 6olemr. :,acr ifiee � on our a cc 1  
Creator ha s become creature ! And yet C!:.rl!tmas is b1 i 1  
ginr,lng� Good F:r·iday i �  the focal po�t o f  the 1ncan1, 
God . God 1, w1t-h �s , anti he ha! come to die !  The ere 
neier be hid 8 even at Christmas , it sta.nd 3 at the cer,· 
revelation in Ctr l�t o 

The mes:sc:1ge of Chr istmas is joyous • s tn�1::: it i3 ( 
a.nee of forgin md peace : but it is a t the same · 
ble , - .se God has come to d ie .  And yet j ust beca Lt : 
tin fblr. hi it of �uch great joy. For God 1 s sa crifi..:1 
rnea sun; of his love i God I s l0ve ror man 9 which sur-rc:tl< 
self f-:--r our s in  -- not becau�t ... . l"e wort hy  j but b�1 
,tand in need o Chri�tmas the:·efore is the opening pa 1  
suprem� revela tion of' love : th:1.� is the eternal gla,1n1 

But (k,a ' s love 1� holy � t h1 , love doe! not indul1 
1ts requirement wa� �elf-destruction .  Tt,ere i.s no ro, 
�entimental1ty ; ue:U .. her can thi.s word be re stricted t 
�inter fortnight . 
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�ON THE BOOK�HELF 
LIBRARY F(iq 'T'Hfi: INTE:ffl.ACL\ L CHUF..:..H 

.T i.?r. Kennedy 

Pes 1�ent1 a 1.  segr e�a t -:: u:, r1,.; � �en'(, rr.ost  Cs...:cas ;. a r1 Cb r � c : • .1r.:'.". 
livillg in t,tg :: iU es :· rc,m .' .a v j_rig �Jt"gro �eighb0rs . But a .:;  i . : • :i.g r.­
tlirt;oods  �hange a nd Nt.- t:_ :- ve �  ,-,r- ; , th� r  r :to a ;  g r')ups en Ler 3. "1t: i t.� 
ne:::..ghborhood g t he crr..:t r :- t,e � 1 1 1  tha t !1e 1 e;_hbr, rh .:.-.od !rt forc�d Le 

r' make a decis :ic,n . Will i..l 1ey l-,� J c,,ml'! Neg r oes as chtircl-i member-� 
or will they e:x.clucte them?  In Lhi:s sit.  - t10:-, the horns of th� 
American d ilel'!'.ma a re esoo c :i a lly t·,igli a�'-' 5ha t p . Oi1 the one L,tnd 
is the Chr:.i.�tian be l ie f  in LL"1l\t e rsa l b :Tthcrht,c·d -1¾nd the ci�:!'lo " 
c ra.t:i c  bel1 r■. f  i1:. "q 11a] opportunit y fr:r a lL On the atr.�.r- har id 
are the · " C t� of racia ::. pre .:;ud ice a s  :,hawn :rn �, ll:r coli):-- ca;;te 
,ystem ,- :i. e,11 i t..� .r.trlous ·:h� G iminat:: rm� agctfost t r.e Neg r0 .  

Th� church l1br"' ry c.an be a dynamj :: fo:-ce in helping ch1..:.r ch 
mem.b<!'�·� to a fulle r  ,.mcte- :'5 ta:.dhig of their Chri s t ian conmrt tmer1t 
,nd it� rel a t  ton to r ace 1,;roblem� . Th� c hu� ch library (:.tn also 
help tb�m beg in to wo:·K out the sc, . tion to the American d ilemma 
in thel.I otm live s . Men 1 1.t v e  teet : wn.: s t 1 '.: ng wi U: race problems 

,.- for 1--.ny y;":a r5 p and +.;hey t!av� l<i !'"i/...ter. boCJI\!; to sha re with othen 
the fruit of the ir thuu6nt , praye r .  and a� t.lon . We can learn 
much .f ront tht>!e men . K.ead ll1g .:1bout those who are expe rtenced 
in the ,yrot 1et1::, we are f'a:.:. i.ng :is an excellent wa.v to a larger 
per,pe.:. tive ,nd • s u rF- r  km_,w-·J edge of the next step� to be taker, . 

An inter- racial cr- ,uch 11.bra;y might t;o:1tB in . as a core . 
th:ea kinds of books . ·1·n� first need would be fo r- books on ba ­
sic Christianity , b-:-uks Je ::.cr1bing the Chrj 8 t ian way of believ-

1 ing , oraying p and behaving . Pe rr>a p3 the ne ,rt "'ost needed books 

� 
I would be those which describe t ile ra.c-e oroblem and orograms 
I toward solving the problerit. Th� tnj rd foclls of the _ a.ry 
,.. 1111ght be the biogrs ohtes and -1utobicg raohies of heroic people 
I who ha1e overcome pre judice and di�criniina tion . 

'I'here 1� 4 '.3t rong 1!1en1!1e of u:-ge;-;.--:y about the interraci3l 
chu!"ch t,�i:au:,� the r�volutior,a ry  Christian teaching or un iversal 
brotherho�1 is in d 1�ge� 0f be ing 8Ur�e�dered to the ca�te cu� 
toms 01 our .60ciety. if tt i_;__,:; hapoens 1 the church wtll cease 
to be a vit• l fc rc� iu American life . But a wi�ely selected 
c .  libra rf car, be  an effective f 0rce in  gi v-ing new oower 
to the gosnel ' s  Me5 3age uf redemptive love . It can help lead 
iwen into a new richne � s  of huma.n fellowchip . 

-lJ-



ANG-EL ANTICS 
Foo· :"lc111 tnt" re..3t ts beginn:l.ng to warn1 

lads �ti:i ., pe rsi�t to :-elease � �nsion :l.1 1 t!'"le 
Bowl . 

� t_,c,.t. yet .J fe?I 
!_. cri f 'm�s of Bagge-;-

Once again i.n good t.ra c it :wn Lhe sen 1.,,r s 9id.J't"•:i the m1.ddler! 
ir1 011:; 3i,;:,; 0nd annual bcwi. class:1  i f Dr the coye I ed "And'.:ln::,•.m Me111-
u r  .i.e.: ·�  onhy" and the s ctiool champic1n shir1 .  Many nc1 U,1blF � were <m 
hand -- , and out of hand �= for the f irs1- i:.:1me U1t� yea r  in fact 
-- for niany years . " H.:, .-rlr::a �h" P.,Jge.rs <...1.: bookstr..,re repl.lte , "'Fu..,,.,... 1 

ble�• Kistler . ,  , , fAtte, and even the 1' Big Bear111 

Schrum s topped by for a few piays before wo rk o They often re� 
m1rked how the field w-as ir. d ined tn botr. d lrecttons it be " 
,:a.me mer� confueing a �  the game lengthEmf'cd , b red th shortened , 
and the hill became ·ape r . •  Eve rything  was run in a sys b, ­
matic and nea t ra sM.l:1 1 - be fo (::- tt'e  k:'..choff " dut .u1 bou; and 
mar1Y 1nhguided olays lPtte r tt1e midctle 1· ,, eme rged tn.umphant by 
crushing the �enio:r 8 "7 touchdown� t0 t: . Th� victors used a 
rema rk�ble i, : tinle of'fen15e - , they would ei t.he r pass  or . . Q 

The lor1g remembered fea t!lr-e vf the gamt: -w·a .:,  the next morning 
when the senic rs moved decreni tl.Y towa rd the ,)l.:i;,s room, richly 
cmdowed w1 th linament .  

Later in the �ca .:son .i:! few 0r the Angels mo\l'ed c1.galn!"t a 
re(;.ent : .:;stown .riv•al �  Eas tern Bapti s t .  It. � a s  R ha:rd fou.ght 
c ontest y Layed on the s lippery turf of the �,r ienl · '  Central Sta� 
d i.um . The " Dunker:s• scorea first la h- j_n U1e ope1 1 :tng qua rter .  
The Angel:5 came righ t ba c k  with Elton R1.cha !· d s  pick:L.1g c• ff a 
Gei s5 wobble � .  Clay flio�d to "Almoa t . - a ,legend - r1ow:1 Hi tchcock 
fur the extra tally "  '!'he " Bap� "  t.it payd:i  it once more before 
half . Ea,-.ly in th& 2nd ha lt Clay tock anothe r wobbl�r to actd 
� i.x mon� . He then -picked out his favorite target and " Hitch" 
went in to t 1 P- the score . 

Tre well -ciled 3ten1 offense: notched the final touchdown . 
w i th exa cting perfect .1.on . 11We11 0 Malit , i t  wa s an uphill fight 
but the Angels didn 1 t Make i t . "  Quote for the day · "At least wt 
were ecumen ical !"· 

BASKSTI A.LL , the team ha s not been too bris k .  hey are 
o ften forced to  their irneee by the .::Jhee r we ight of 111..J11bers . The 
cage Y'S orobably coullj ha,,e  :, tayed a few , . �•t� if  i.ney ha d a.de-, 
qua�e re!:ie1--.res . They were one point shy of the Hawk� ( ? ?  � 76)  � 
the be s t  played gl3me of the yea r . " Buckets•  Clay a ccounted for 
·, 2 big notnt� . 'rht::: other three: games are a little sadde1· to 
n ote , The ma rgin of d ifference wa s wider -- and t he Angels al-
w�ys came ho�e t i red an� second be � t .  __  Ha l Gei�s 
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r shOlletd slides on lutheran mis�ionary work in British Guiana . 
1 Following the meeting , Mrs . Voehringe.r served r�fr�shments to 
� the grou{). (Etg,h t men , out of  the 16 who signed up , attended the 
! meeting . ) 

The .:omm·L:i; s 1t,: : ha s a l�o an•1 r:., .u : ,· ed that the goal i or its 
1957 d ri ve will l.,,_ $J 0U o 1 h•� mur,e-v w1"1.L be u��d ' C•r the con 
struct:i.cJr1 of d 7 , :; 1 1 b.t.:_ ,. • . r1 ru ,e 1 j,__,"J Javd:1 " 1I'his yea ,. � � ac i: S'tu 
dent has  b1:-en g 1 '-:c , �  � :: •,) · � : r, .: i"; k w r1 1 ch  w1.ll be used fol" t1 1.5 c c:r1 -· 
tribuhons . 'Ine t, i _, ,· � w :  L did the 'Wf::e:( of f-f..a r ..:h i rd . 

iC'. Unde.1 cne leadersr1-1 u  o f  Pres ident Ma rJ0ne Gibbs the Sem-
'f' 1nar,y WIVES ' CLUB  is e r 1 , 1oy1ng a wide a rd 1Ta i.ied rang� of acttv1 , 

ties this yea r .  Among the a. ,:U v1ties undertaken thmi f a r  are a 

tour ,J! the Ger man town Home . t he nacklr ;g  of  Tha ,1k�giving and 
Chri�tm,:i,.:s ba skets f or  rieedy t' l'lm1."1. ies , the makir1g uf  g i fts for 
the L..i.th"'ra1 1 Se ttlement house and Ha 1Terf ord Ceri te r ,  and the 
Chrht.!llcl ..; oai·ty for the s tuden t. body on December ': .  

In 'idd 1tion , members  hav� r .eard a number of outstand ::i..ng 
soeaker.5 during the first seme s te r- .  Dr o Edmund A .  Steimle ad ­
dres.sed the group a t  t he i r  f irst meeting . At succeeding meetings 
Dr,  Russell D. Snyder spoke on the Lutheran Publi-: ation lioi_·,.�e 
and the lankenau Hosoi L�}  0 Dr . i-1a r :.,in J .  Heineckeri addressed 
the group on the topic "What is a L..t the ran 7 " ; Dr .  Luthe r D.  Reed 
o;esented a talk on the new Lutheran hymnal : and Semina rian Art 

,�enne showed s lides which he had taken while interning 1n the 
Virgin Islands .  Among next seme �ter 1 s speake r:5 will be Dr. G .  
Elson Ruff , ed itor o f  Tbe Luther<\.n . 

Officers f or the 1956- ' 57 s chool year include : 
Lois St::ip . ,_  1st vice pres ident 
Viola Fis h  2nd vice oresident 
Marilyn von Borstel secretary 
Nancy Ebi.1ng - ,, treasurer 

The Semina ri.:m repre!!entative , Shirley Angstadt ,  reports that 
all meetings have been well attended , and the group is looking 
forward tu an equally active second semeste r .  

" I  don ' t  have the heart to  tell Schmink 

-11-
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you tell him. 11 



ta Baa. Preblg mi. ia Solution: J Atwood , J.  Howell. � � �heir d est if!Y , t.he personality: gi-
yeloment qt: Negro y_outh �� thre� �1miilff �• Washington , D.C.;

.,... 
American Council on Education , 1941. 96p . � .  75 0 An account ot \ 
the problems , hopes , and frustrations of representative Negroes, 1 

Clinchy, Everett Ro Handbook ID h1Ynfill re].gtions .  New York : 
Farrar, St.rau5$ 1949 . 146 Po  $L� Facts on rac ial  diffe rences 
pl�s the cause and cure of pTe jud ic e .  

Elliott ,  John H .  Building br idges �etwee!l groups ::c,hat differ in 
fa itn, �. £!"J.t�. New York : American Brothe rhood Commission 
on Religious Organizations � Na tional Conferenc� of Christians and 
Jews . 1948 o 4? P o $ .  25 . The section� on pon1ts to .remember, r 
things to do ,  and questions a re useful for group di.scusdion. 

Gallagher . Buell Go Color Elli! conscience � the j,rr9pres� ible 
confli£,..�. New York � Harper , 1946 . 244p . $2. 50 0  The gos�el's 
challetige of incl ns:1.ve brotherhood and llow to  meet this :;hal­
lenge as an individual , in the local coJ'TIITlu.'1ity l> and at the na" 
tional and international level .  The traatment is thor ,.rngh and 
persuasiv-e . 

Johnson ,  Charles s .  To.iQ_ the ma_1nstrearn ; � s_.y.rveY Q_f becl:, �­
tiGe�_ in race relJ!_t.igns_ 1-n the South . Chapel Hill � Univ . of 
Nortn Carolina Pres s ,  1947 0 355Po $) 0 50 .  Proven programs for 
improving race relations in churches . hous ing p employment , and y,­
education.  

Johnson ,  Charles S .  .&.,tJ&.rfil! 21 �s,_ segre__g_c1.b.,)Q,. New York : 
Harf.€r i 194,:; . JJ2p. $3 . 50 .  Part one is  a. s tudy of institu� 
-c ion� , ::onventiorn, , legal codes , and 1.deo�ogy s 1,pporting ra cial 
s�gregation and discrimination .  Part t� o des r:rlbt-s tne behavior 
response of Negroes to segr agation and discr:.mina t 1on . 

' Macive r ,  Robert M.  Group Ltlaticm§ �.m. g,ro� an't_a�[m� . New 
Yurk : Haroe r ,  19440 2J?p. $2.  A syrnpvs ium by members of mi­
n<,r1ty groups to �proach the ir problem�, from the viewpoint of 
nationa.L welfa re and the intellectual and spirj tu.al effects 
within the minorities . One reviewer r.:. a].led this the: most en-
11ghtenir.g book on majo.tity-minority re la tionsh :'.Lps o 

Mac. Iver ,  Robert M. The mQre �f e�t :imJ...2.r!� <l J2rogra111, fq,t. �­
t_ro�l of inter:�group du_su:i.minati�n_ .:lD :t,he 1!�� �ta�s.,. New 
York : Macmillan .  1948 . J67p o $14-. Proposals for a ttacking dis­
cr:1rdna tio:rl on the educational 11 politica.l II and economic fronts . 
Th :ts sociologist states that it is more e ffective to make a di­
re ct attack on specific d iscriminatory pract:i ces than an indi­
rect a tta ck on nre jud ice . 

r 



rNe.J.1ort; iN!J :�.:i.'":t .;; .  The � , \�11t1.an ,ru: 1n rae41 Blationo . New 
Yoz ic�  furper , ..! ';l"'t'0 . 256p. 2. 50. What is required ot a Christ­
ian society and wh.e1.t a.re the aavances in .- �ocess .  Views en 

; Chrbtianit;y ' :s  appli,·.ation to race probl&lllS by thirteen cle?'gy� 
' 

men. 

Powdermaker • Ho.r-t�nse . Pro!J:YJK our �:r4!Liudl&,es __ • New York � Har­
per, 1944. ?)p . $ . 6_5 .  Th:h a:1.Jn:; to make high school stl.lder.ts 
aware cf t.htiir pre Judl, -es i unders tand the or:!&in and eff�ct8 , 
and to • ·P.a , ... �e t.hAm. 

Rose , Arnold M. '.lb£ ?�e__gtp in �"1f!I��. Ne-.,, York : Harper , 1948 o 

J2.'.)p. $J o  75 . A � ondw:�a t.ion of Gu..nnar Myrdal 1 :-, An American 
y- �&!@• One-fifth t:-1e, .--; ::1.ze of Myrdal ' s  booh , it retains a 11 

the important analyse::; ,  ! n3i.ghts , nd conclus iund . 

� 

Sperry, Wil lard L. &.lig __ j,_v.f� m_q '1lll:. tsl-Ci�l. �Wl__:, __ • Cambridge �  
Ha.rvard Univ . Press , 1945 0 J 06p. $1. 50 .  This :includes chap­
ters by Glyde Klu.ckhohn and Marg�ret Mead , plus a chapter on a­
gencies �f inter-racial cooper� t �on.  

Warner, William L. �� sDQ. hum�_ D&t..�.� :Neg:r:o ��Q!l.alit:y 
�eloanent, in it _. ·tb�m .c.it:v . Washington, D.C c ; American 
Council on e ducatim1 1 .:.941 . ) Olp o $2. 2c, . The 1ocial and ?-a­
cial fact.ors a ff�(,;.ting Negro youth in Chicago ' s  · · south s ide:" a� 
analyzed mostly thrcugh case his torie s .  

B1ograp.?l_� 
Barton , Rebecc.a C .  �i�- · � fv;r. � . . ·ieg;:$ American� jJ1 
�utobiographio .New York � Harpe r ,  J.9q8 . .c94p. '1 . 50 .  The 
collection 1n(_ luae� Booker T .  'Wash:ing ton , W. C . Handy, Richard 
Wright • and o t�e rs . 

Halsey , &rgaret . �J.2.r: blind : a w� �  J.oob il. � Negro. 
New York : Simon and Schuste r ,  1946. 163p. $2 .50.  

Robinson , James H.  Road withou,t_ �_J.Dg. New York : Farrar, 
Strauss ,  1950. 312p. $3 . The well known Harlem pastor ' s  

. struggle to re�oncile Christian teachings with practices • 
..,. 

i 

White , Walter. A m.m called �,.i.a. New York : Viking , 1948 . 
J82p. $3 .  7.5 . White �as a Negro whit� enough to pa.ss for a 
Caucasian. 

Woolman , John . Ths, ... � Qf JQtn )'__(90�. Edited by Janet 
Whitn"Y • Chicago � H. Re,gnery Co . , 1950.  �JJp. $2 .?5 . A 
testa�ttl tc, his devotion to God and man. Woolman pionee:N!d 
again�t. slaveholaing lo:�g before Lincoln was born. Trueblood 
calls h1m perhap� tne saintlie�t rticln America has produced . 
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'J' 
!ETTER TO THE EDITOR. o .  @ 

(This letter first appeared in the !!lll!J_e�u We,:!<l;y: and is n._ : 
printed here at the request of the author . l 

To the F.d :_\..1.. :- :  

The subject o f  thi� letter i s  an vld one ; h igh church--la. 
church . But before you decide it I s a rehash and throw it into 

the wastebasket , let me tell yo-u it is not written with the pur, 
pose of reopening campus discuJ sion , but merely to  clarify rrr., 
position in what !T'.any people '.:: (>T"s ider a dead i:; sue . 

You may know that as a vi. ::; tor=without - a� pa rish , I--and thtf : 
other clergy on campus�-�upply parishes=without=a=pastor each 
Sunday. My assignments from the Minis t e rium of Pennsylvania 
take me pretty much over the entire territory under its jUY'is� 
diction , and more and more I see that our �campus• issue of 
high church�=low ch�rch is not a campus-restrict e d  thing . Pe­
cul uly • I have been gr·eeted enth·u.5ias tically by high church 
people . and looked at with lift ed eyebrows by l.o-w church people, 
I have been much surpri.:sed tL, find that both CdlTlps regard ir.e as 
a crea ture who walks along swinging inc-en s e  pots . 

Besides this Sw1day se rmon preaching , I have been teachi'lg 
once a week at the Lutheran Sem:i.nary 1n Mt. . Aiq p through the 
�raciously grant e� permis sion of Dr • . Seegers : The course: is y.­
·'Hisr.ory of Doctrine , ·  a 2=hnur requir ed sen10!" course , wM.ch l 
like to give dS it is my special field . Besides , it makes f� 
good coordinat ion between college work and work ir1 the seminary, 
Things came t o  a head last we ek  on this high chtirch--low church 
question . when I made sta tel"'ler..ts curl i:ra r.r t o  r,i.gh church thir .. -
ing . I ·was · · '· '"�d to heal' a g,r ol,p of  st.ti.d ent :::, indignantly 1 ° , 

mark tha t  " ob viou1:,ly this man (m� ! ) : . : st h1 s good catholk 
Eur c,pean Lutheranism and ha:; be. come Am�ri ... :an1.:t.ed . We had hr1pi;•� 
he -.,,uuld br::u1g us bacK t o  the or·ig1 nal high church) y ideal of 

uther.  • 

Now I all! cor:-v·inced that quite a r1umb e r  of c lergy , studerts, 
and .!_:3.ymen expect me to repre.3ent-= and t e&ch= • a kind of ;r,ix0

..,. 

t ure of Romar: , . '...sm and Anglican:l sm , swe e t ened with sniu. 
b1.J lutht,r-an llturgical elements .  Someone is off the track! 

( 1 ) Lltheran d octrine s ay s  the word ot the krd is fully 
pre�cn t amo:ng his people in s ermon and sacra.merit . Certainly 
tht; e u.chdr:l st should be recovered at,d reconque r·ed f.:n· the 1-0-­
the ran criurch . The sacrament has bee:1 red uced to an lncr-aalble 
m1.n .1.rnum. l)ut a ccording to our d octri.ne the sacrament may ne�r 
become a substitute for th� proclamatt0n of the Word of God . 
" Sa c ramentali.sm'' is ' sermonlSl"l11 -c,meariing t he overa ! 

r 



I
rowth of too JilUCh talk in the church. My deepest concern f �?' 

our church and especially for those student.s ..-r,o intend t o  go 
� re into the wtheran mint.stry is that their preaching shm:.1-d be ..... 

I 
biblical and ,':Jounct ar,ct well prepared 8 the result. of thGrough 
study under p_rayar· and _ the life,⇒ g-tving innuence of the Holy 
Spirit o Ne t  by prea,�h1ng alone e not by- sacr ament alone . but a= 
round the �.n:, f o.;u.se:: of serm:::,r:. ar�•j sac:rarf!ent is the f 1111 Luther= 

•-1� an worship bervi.;e b :.1ilt. 
i.J,to 
� pur, ( 2)  The lnd iscr im±na te  reservation of the holy sacrament 
iv is not poss ible in lutherard sm. Such re�ervation in the Roman 

Catholic chur.:-. i 1  for the nu rpose of v�nerat i on of "the sacrament 
and later usE:: at. commun ion is perfectly consistent with the 

I they" Roman Cattolic sy�t�m of theology wh i ch teaches the d octrine of 
tch transubstantiat:'i..:m o This doctrine does not exist. 1n the L.ith= 
La eran church . Lutheranism insists on the real presence of Jesus 
··is� Christ in bread and wine in the ac tual use of tht::se element s in 

holy communion and in fai th .  I t  fo permissible t.o reserve the 
Pe. elements for the :sick and aged <, 1 , u t.<111::; who are unable to par = 

·ch ticipate in the Common Service . 'lhey are separated by local 
iople, distance and some dlfferen�e in time 8 but become members of the 
;e as group that celebrated ,, in their preparat ion and spiritual 1n= 

tention ,, and so bread and wine are brought to them from the 
table of the congrega.t:'ton . &ut this is not transubstantiationo 

:hi,g 
.he If a L.itheran pastor is asked 0 "Why d o  you genunect be= 
.s )""' fore the altar ?• and answ-ers ,, •&cause t he sacrament is reserved 
.ch I on this alt.ar 8 • I would say that �uch a man has left the realm 
for of luthe.r�r1:i.Smo i 
.nary, 
1urct! I am not here d iscussing the validity of religious convic= 
:ir .. - tions . however ,, I do want t o  state the d octrines of a church 
r - , and her usages must fonn an integrated unit , and we cannot bor-
1k row things that a re a par t of another system • 
.'Jpc·� 

()f ( 3 )  Richer ritual , traditional vestments ,  the re-introduc-
tion of chant ing into the services . ,�•extemals•--are good and 
desirable. But in our day such things seem t o  be considered 

erts ,  under aesthetic and other nc.,,.-, � r<o. ligious categories , and we hear 

� 
.ix0 'r people say the above mentioned enrichment is wanted for the 
nita• sake of bea,lty and enhancement and grea ter attra�tiveness .  In 

,1 certain d� fir. i tely " low" wtheran church, spotlights follow 
the ushers as they bring the o ffering t o  t he altar . In another 

'jJ Lutheran church I found the more or les s  correct use of tradi-
:,, tional ves tments and of other liturgical and ritual element s .  
u� In both ca�e� one has the fee ling these usages are not developed 
lble from a relig ioub canter.  b-u.t have 1:-,ecome a means of advertise­
evir mt"nt ,  and 0f aesthetical p le,,�ure . Let us , there fore , begin to 

er. 

r 

work f::-om t he center , and not from the outside. 

Where preaching is sound and biblical . where laymen and 
-17-



oastors seriously study the confessions of the Lutheran church 
and live the fullness cf wor5hip in preaching and teaching , in 
orayer and singing, i.YJ sacr·ament a�d sacred fellowship . _ every-

� thing else rtll naturally g row again cy i t 5elf. "Seek 1 i.rst the 
Kingdom of G od O and all e lse will follow . ;, 

Finally 0 let us do a.,ay with labels. I.et us . :rn Christian 
love 0 assume that each wantr. the best for the church . Is not 
Christ One and the Same ?  Is not baptism one and the same? Is 
not our faith and hope one and the same? To use the holy sacra­
ment as a weapon of disunity is a misuse of the sacrament. 
There can be no other use of the eucharist than in faith and 
love. 

Perhaps this letter will disassociate ycy name from prac­
tices and usages I do not condone and never have c ondoned. I 
hope so . 

Sincerely yours 0 

(Signed ) Hagen Staack 

THE BUSINESS OF CHRIST 

Mill:rng � :•cr-,1ds of eyening shopoe rs 
Pre.:1s  through the lighted corr idors of Main St:reet 0 

Res uuna ing h�re: and ther·e to its neraist�i:t a ppeals� 
" For Hirn11 and " For He r , "  nea tly lettered O y.,; flect  from :ad� 11, 1� 

windows 
'tll th gitt sugge stlons on display from d ll t.he wurld • s cornucopia, 

Or for ,, , .  ::_ oved ones ; 11 A 3ift C�rtificate" 
To be redee1T1ed in ! he quiet dawn af , c ; .=:11ristmas s 

And the s igns of comme rce out !>hine �ca :.;ional cards 
Tha t  muaest1y orocla :tm i "Chr1 s tmas is Christ. ' s Birthday" � 
To those wea ry  hearts ; the tmce r·tain step� 0 bt t:·�ted by passing 

lives . 

Are these the symbol3 of our �lme? 
These were the eternal. nights before Christmas. 
Now ? in our �cembe r ,  heart s reJoice iil the fullnes s of giv ing, 
And here ' s  a gift certificate throt!gh c:1.f.1 old established firm. 
A pproachjng now two thousand years, we come in the quiet dawn 

to our Redeemer. 

, o  

Rebert Seibold T' 



SHORT STORY 

He loved his garden • • •  
And they laughed at him. 
He cared for it every day. 
My, he was a queer one. 

For him it was the happiest and best and loveliest. 
One shouldn ' t  be like that. 
Ordinary people aren ' t  like that. 
Why was he like that ? 

He had no wall about his garden. 
He wanted everyone to share. 
They laughed at Beauty , Kindness, Love. 
Laughed ! 

Little boys trampled his garden. 
He was so confused • • •  
He beat them, even he did.  
And they dragged him to court. 

Now they had him. 
Now they would show him. 
Now they would get even. 
"Your Honor, this man had a garden of weeds • • •  • 
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