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IN THIS ISSUE ••• 

The crisi., in our present day church ::..chools, and more ---
broadly, our ministry to yu.th, has been vurrently p<.pularized 
in the recent article by Wesley Shrader ::u, Lif� TTldg-:1zine titled 
"The Most Wasted Hour in the Week. 11 This issue ,,.r The Seminarian 
addresses itself to this nroblem under the thtomt 1' Youth Work in 
the Church." 

i.fuat. are some of the 1nhen,11t dJ ftL.ult1e�. in the problem? 
1. Stuctents leave seminary without l1oi_.lu;2, ar1:v deep.rooted con
victions or concern fer the tc,t..c.1.l Leaching nt.Pnstry of the 
::hurch. This ratses a que::,tion; 1i we pc,_re awd_v this aspect of...._,

the ministry, what do we rP.ally th1.[l.k. t.he mu,1.:..c-,;y 1;37 � .. a piou., 
Job with social stat.uS 9 avera2,e wa'.;e..:,, a g•-1�d TJt:::71;,,,1011 plan, em
bellished by solid middle cld�s vali....e., _...., ar1::.i. di yes, preaching, 
sacraments, and 11goo1:v counsel t.o thP. 11eeGy ? 11 

;::. Why is youth work a11j Chr-i.stia1, eauLd llv11 regar-ded by men in 
the ministry as eiLher "the hell tioi.e of the parish ministry" or 
a steopin� stone tc, "better things ? 11 This i::; evidenced contin
uall,y by the externally su spect motives with which both youth 
work and church schools a re dumped into the laps of rising yomig 
semi.narians and willing but sr-metimes naive laymen o 

J. Is there such a thing a;:; a theology of yout.h work, or is 
vouth work simolv the reducti,m uf "mature :.:;ystematic theology"� 
to intellectual pablum? 

�ssentially, this is the problem o The following articles 
oresent some thoughts on "Youth Work in the Ct1urch. 11 But the 
last word has not been said -- and it remains to be said by you! 

_ ... Art Anderson 

* * • 

� lrn.ighty God, Who hast endowed Thy servants with minds am 
hearts that can respond to the glories of Thy creation: Grant to 
the youth of Thy church, as they prepare for lives of usefulness, 
the ever-increasing guidance of Thv Holy Spirit, that learning 
to know and love Thee, their lives may be filled with joy and 
hope in believing and serving: through Jesus Christ, our IDrd, 

Amen. 
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-YOUT� 
Did yu1....r t:,1,od t•Y�..:. with d1.sgLAst • o • vr with u1terest 

wher1 you d 1.c:,COvered thci l this issue u1 Tht:: Seminariall wa"' de-, 
voted to "Yuuth Work ir: Lhe Cr.urch'!? Fine, liecause at least it 
oou1ts out that you art u1terested, no matter how oositlve or 
negative that interest may be. 

Very briefly, I•d like to Jot 
is imoortant o Don t �et me wrong! 
work is the only imoortant work of 
tant work in tooay 1 s church. 

down some ideas why youth work 
This is not to say that youth 

the church. It is an imnor� 

From the day when we luuked with eagerness towarjs being 
accented as a Tenderfoot Scout at age 12 to the time when we ar� 
now awaiting ordination, we have been in that period of life 
known as "youth." Yes, the commonly accented classification for 
"youth" are persons between the ages of 12 and 24 0 This neriod 
ranges from the first rumbles of adolescence to a reasonable de
gree of maturity -- a oeriod of intense "'truggle, hardship, a nd 
heartbreak a::, both boy and girl climb the ladder to adulthood. 

Whether we like it or not there has been increased emphasis 
on youth. Examples are f our1d r1early everywhere. Consider the 
cry for yol,ng ministers. Wi tr,ess the money that cornora tions 
are pour i;,g intu the training of .Junior executives. More impor
tant is the fact that a "youth, culture" has come :rnto existence. 
This culture has grown out uf a rebellion �- the rebellion of 
youth against the way they were and are being handled by adults. 
Either they were babied terribly or dropped headlong into the a
dult world. "It (the youth-culture) has its own metaphor::, by 
which it talks about life and understands life." (1) It has its 
own way of oicturing a desired person. It has a way for young 
people to understand each other and be able to act as a group. 

This "culture" not only aff'ects youth but also other areas 
of the American scene. Take the entertainment industry for in
stance. Even though Ed Sullivan didn't particularly care for 
"Elvis the Pelvis," he had to inv:::.. te him to his show to main� 
tain hit> HooDer rating. This "culture" has something to say 
about the movle5 that a re b�ing made slnc;e they "make up "l'!ost 
of today 1 s dwindling movie audience. 11 ( 2) It; s a culture that 
has to bP. spoken to -- and one way to s peak to it is to recog
nize its needs. 



The needs of youth vary. They vacy because of the vast de- , 
velopment that takes place in the 12 years of youth .  A girl 
experiences the initial shock and bewilderment of menstruation,� 
the pains of labor , the joy of life at the birth of her first 
child. These all fall within the range of her youth . 

The Luther league of America, official youth auxi- ia:ry of 
the United wtheran Church in America , reports that the lea
guer ' s  average ai?;e nCM s tands at 17. Let I s use this age in 
considering the needs of "youth . "  

Youth need the understanding of parents , tea�hers, mini
sters . Persons able to provide this understanding will pre-

� vent open as well as inward rebellion. Youth want to be under
stood as persons . They want recognit ion as individuals -- re
cognition of them as they are, each with his OWT1 abil ity to do 
thinE;s, each with his own capacitv to thiJJk things out . They 
need recoE;Tii tion as persons, but they also desire security. This 
sec�rity is found in the group . 

Here they lose the identity whi ch they want so very much to 
ma intain . 9ut as they lose identity � they al s o  lose their fears , 
f rust rations � and lonelir1ess . They seem , fur the most part, to 
be so t.ernbly scared of being av.-ay i rom the f?,ang o The gang 
understand s - - and ci ppar-ently no Orie e .1.s e  doe s o 

Youth also want to be challenged . Strange as  it seems , it'""lf 
is so very true. They are sick of be ing t reated as babies and 
thev look for anyone or anything tha t will cha llen ge their in
abilities -- ohys1cal , me ntal 9 and spiritual . They a re daring 
and exolor� tive. �-lhen these qualities are not oroperly chan
neled into a legitimate chal"l�n ge they ma;y end un in a • juve
;·1ile rleliquency" venture . 

A few of the needs of youth have bee� b riefly presented . 
1•lha t  can we do ? Very simoly, the problem facing the church is 
one of releva nce. We ha ve to s pea k to youth : they are a part 
of the minis try which has bPen entrusted to us . 

Think of how many times the word "educat ion" is used when 
we talk of solving problems fa ced in our minist ry .  It runs the 
gamut from exnressin g  the hope that the c onP-;regation will kneel 
for communion to the more basic problem of stewardship of life 
so that Christianity becomes �omething that affects the bones 
and not just the brains . "Education " seems to be the answer 
here , too. 

Where does this education start ? Of cours e ,  it should 
aff'ect the whole congregation , but it  should bt:. - ; ntered in 
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youth. They a re enthusiastic, adventurous , eager, da ring, and, 
with the pre-per leade rsh1p of one who can "speak" to them, they 

• can be a lead ing force for the good of the congregation and 
Christ 9 s kingd om. Consid er also that pre sent youth leaders of 
a cougregation will provide future adult leaders. 

Con.::. :..der  the fa ct that 11 :.Lf a young per::;on reaches the age 
of 18 witt1out J OU1lng the church i the chances of his ever be
coming a member a r8 only 10 to 9 0 .  let that same perso11  reach 
the a ge of 2J ar.d the ;:, tatist1ca l  probability 0f his Joining is 

Y(f' n::Liu.ced 1 r om 2 1- u  98 o 11 ( J )  Thi::; presen1s quite: a 

_ t{ ' 
a re out.side of the faith , t ru e !  But these a re als o 
very much ou r concern , aren ' t  they ? 

t(r � challenge . You may say this speaks abou t  those wh0 

-

� ( I  L:: t  I s look at these within the church � 11 N0rth 

� 
Carolir1a Synod loses the equivalent of one congre -

� ga tion a year i n  the area where i t  can lea s t  a f ford 
1/ it . The young pe ople between 12 and t::5 t ha t  we lvse 

each year would make a good ~sized congregation . "  ( 4 )  Why is 
this s o ?  Tt,e ed n,orial. goes on to say that lack of adult eritnu� 
siasm and g1..1darn:e  is a large factor in thts loss . Are we 9 a s  
pastcrs . t ,  __ te a c c:used o f  corit ributing t o  the loss of ;i a g0od ~ 
s ized cougr 1;;gativn i1 every y1:;a r ?  We may ve ry well stand a�:::used 
if we d on 11 t realize the r1eed of 1 1  .spea�ing" tv this group of pc,� 
teHtia l;:; 9 11 fuuls f or Chris t . "  

How can we speak to them except through some special type 
cf program gu ided by peuple who u riders tand them - "  a program 
t ha t  will give them re cugui tion as ind ividuals as well as the 
iecuri ty tha t., they find ir1 a group - - a program that will chal
lenge their abilitie s  and give them a sense of accomolishrnent . 
"What teena ge r  wants to boa rd a tra in that nev er leaves the 
statior1 ? '° ( 5 )  

No prog ram , whether it be from the Board of Parish Education 
or the Luther league of America, will meet every need . Ima gine 
trying to saddle 4 , 383 (number of congregations in the UICA ) 

.. horses with one saddle . 

• 

A youth program . as anything else, requires work , If you 
can recvgr,izl':! its importance you will see that it gets 1 ts fair 
proporti.or. of thi.s work whether from you or from some trained 
lay pe TS Ol l o  

1. "Minis t ry to Youth , "  Chicago Seminary Regi.;;ter ,  p.  4.  
2.  Ti.m� 9 Feb ruary 18 , 1957, p .  98 . 
J .  11 Evar1gelism is You r  Big Job, " ( pamphlet ) p. 1 .  
4 .  Luth�L Lif� . Decembe r 1956 , p .  2 .  
5 .  L .  Reese, Youth Work i n  Today' s Church , ( Muhlenberg ) p .  31 • 
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RESOURCES FOR A BIG JOB 

1eorge R. wng -
The inevitable task  that confronts nearly every seminarian 

on his Sunday assignment is youth work . At the first meeting 
with the pastor we find he has plans for us to teach or lead 
young people . It may be instructing the confirmation class , 
d irecting the youth choir ,  Sunday school teach ing , or advising 
a youth group. Have we had the preparat ion need ed for such a 
task?  Can we do  an effective job in the little time we are ac
tually at our assignments ? Do we find the task  a joy or a bur-
den in our theol-0gical education?  � 

Many men have come to seminary with a background of active 
oa rticipation in church or college youth work and a re usually 
well preoared to lead young peoole . Howeve r ,  others have 
little background and f'ind a need for preoa ra ti or1 . On the 
other side of preoaration is the task  at hand . A ..: hurch has a 
weak youth orogram without leaders -- so  you mu.s t tecorne a 
11 miracle worker. 11 A church has a s trong youth pr 0gram but needs 
add i tional leadership - • and you must become t-he needeJ 11 asset" 
to  builj a !;rowing orogra m. 

No rr.atter what side of tl ie fence We or the s i l c1at10r1 fall::i 
0n , we need oreparation .  !"..an_y students in bt::mina , y  t1a 1Te a ra
ther comolete file on ;youth wurk . Several top leaders in col
lege student work and "the church ' s  youth aux.1li-::1. ry pas-=>  by 
t: v e ry  da1 o Faculty members write literat . ·_rt- i or yc:..u-.g people 
that migt1 t be wha L you 1 re looking for . 

He re in Philadelphia , the fin,t -hand services of the youth 
d i vis ion o� the 13oa rd of Pa rish Edt .. catlon a re read ily available. 
(Ev� ry yea r thts  division d istributes up0n request  a guide of 
leadershio mate rials and suggestions covering the church ' s  
total youth oro�ram. ) othe r agencies at  our publication house 
and the church institutions can be of service . 

Here are the facts , man � Don ' t �o around saying your � 
problem has no solution . These resources can be valuable later 
i n  the parish , a s  well as now in the limited time you have for 
adequate oreparation . 

Most seminarians enjoy th is phase of their Sunday assign
ments . Monday morning conversations a re filled with coffl!ll8nts 
about the keen questions of a pupil , the success ful service 
project of a youth group , or plans for a Lenten retreat in the 
country . Rea lizing that youth need to find God and the churc� 
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we accept this task as  a realistic testing ground 1n which to 
apply our theoiogical education • 

An essentic:1.l ingred ient in the make - uo of any futur'e pas
tor is the ca pa city arid ability to learn and oerform the tasks 
of the minis try " Our witness to challenging young people will 
reflect the firm faith and knowledge which we seek . 

THE YOUTH AUXILIARY OF OUR CHURCH 

-- Carl G.  Olin, Jr. 

There has been much talk recently about youth work �- more 
specifically , about Luther League . Some have praised I.uther 
League to the hilt ; others have viewed it as a complete waste 
of time and effort . Both stands may be justified in the light 
or lack of understanding , of the situation of the League and its 
program . 

It comes as  no surprise to anyone of us that the L..ither 
League 1s the official youth auxiliary of the United L.itheran 
Church in America . As such , it has a real and living role to 
play in both the life of the local congregation and in the life 
of our young people . Since the program of the Luther league 
of America is the program of the church , it might be wise for 
us to examine a little more closely JUSt what elements form 
that program. 

Perhaps I might begin by stating the objective of the 
league as it is worded in the constitution . "The purpose of 
the Luther league is t o  encourage the youth of the con�regation 
to respond to the love of Jesus Christ their lord and Saviour, 
with a deep faith and a consecrated life . "  This is essentially 
the objective of the church itself . To fulfill this goal the 
Luther league functions a round a five point oro�ram. These 
divisions encompass the Christian ' s  total exnerience : call, 

� joy, witness ,  service , and missions . 

Call. Christian vocation, the first division, might well 
be called " Christian calling . " This calling is to repentance 
and faith, to accept forgiveness,  to be a child of God . The 
calling is completed only according to our own receotiveness . 
In receiving this " call to be a Christian" we have responsibili
ty and a privilege of letting the love of Christ help guide our 
motives and actions . 

Joy. Our �ction3 must reflect our " calling. " We believe 
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that God has created us and is interested in our total lives : 
our work , our prayer,  our play. The respcn�, ibility of the rec
reation division ot the wther League is t o  u1 fer youth some- -... 
thing differer1t from tha t  which the world g i v es . Christ ian 
r·ecreati0n must stimul.ate fellowship with Guel as  well a �  fellw
shio with mar1 0 

W�tndss .  Stemming from the fact that we a re called by God e 
we must witness  to that  JOY �  The evangelJ sm division of the 
League has two main goals ; t o  en<.;oura ge pe r sonal witnessing 
among the young pevple of the church and t o  encourage young 
people of the church to 9ar ticioate in congregat ional programs 
of evangelism a nd enlistment. 

Service o Faith in Christ ib always " fa ith active in love . "  
The Christian 1 s love for God will show itself i n  active concern 
with the problems of society. Christian s ocial action ls "chan
neling the love of Jesus Christ into life . " Social act ion un
covers the barriers to abundant living . It forms convictions 
that will mot ivate construc tiv e  action in soc iet y .  Through so
c ial action , the Luther lea gue ene rge�ically pursues a orogram 
of activity desi�Tied to bette r the environment in which the 
�osoel mus t he oreached . 

Missions. Every Christ,ian 1 s marchini; order.:, a re 11 '1o ye •• •  
and make disciples of all nati0ns • 11 Mission w ork is the heart , 
the very life of the church today . Through the nus sion d ivisio� 
of the I.ea�ue . youth a rc not only shown a re�pon::;1.bility to those 
outs ide their own environment 9 but they ar e  a lso given oppor-
1, ur1i cy for service o 

Th1.s  i s  essentia llv the pro�ram of the Luther league and 
o f  the church.  Why wait unt il tomorrow ? This is the church of 
t oday" 1-le can I t afford to waste this a uxiliary. It mus t  be 
cha1len�ed by us to go forwa rd . 

ON THE BOOKSHELF 

.... Richard G. Miller 

With an awakenin� to the problems of youth in American 
society has come a vast array of writing on how and what to do 
in working with young people. 

Jurnuing in with both feet , let ' s look at two publications 
which a re available through the Concord ia Publishing House. 
The first , �rowth·:1n Worsh.1£, is a paperbow1d book , published _ 
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in 19Jb o It s ,l.\;,,t10r is Alfred P. Klat..5 ler w hos e exper ience a �  
edit or ..-.:,1 Ti ie W,;_.1 l her league �-?s_er.gP.r ar:d a J  a member -:- f  0tht.•/ 
y.:.'..'..t h or ga r ,  iz."" :  �or . '"'  i1, tho Mi3s 1·,uri S.;,nud nuke s his sugg,:.: .,; � 1.-,r,.., 
:--,ot only ,, ., ; . �d  t,;_;;_r aL, u  practical .  Des igried t 0  help youth 
leader. ,  de 11 •. l . · i::  t r12 w0r.:. hip 11.fe of  tht.=l:- gr (.;-:_lp.S 8 this t .: •,:h 
off �r2. he..: r J.n t he pld ; '.,ri:1.r,g Jf wor;:;h:..p at meet1.r1gs P ra 1·1 :1es  and 
Clmver1tion.:o ,, fo r outdc ._.1· worship p and chur:n y�d f c,ccd ::s::...-.11�� 0 

The .second ! , C-:i 1 t  f1 , ,m our Mis sour:'... b1  cthret, fa a 60-page 
publ.1.cati, ,r. ent itled " Tcs_!;...,Agers Pra;y_o This would seem tc be 

f/.. a T,.il ci. C t Ld J  and meaniu; ful aid to the pastor who 

� f ind s that his younger s e t  in the church desire a 

. f, med ium ui !Jersonal devot ions which are relevant to 

J1 t heir need .s o  The editor � William Kram�r
8 

has 

.. 

f/ 

�

I\' noted
, 

that the ? S  prayers �ncluded were written 

I , W l L h  Leen-age helDo This ! act should be proof of 
� � t he praye rs ' relev ancy to youth a Also included 

� _ . a re Luthtr ;  s morning and evening praye rs . 
' � In 1956 Prentice Hall issued a new aoproach t, 
Chris t ian t;u .... -.:.d.tion in the t,ook by Rand clph Crump Miller ,  enti= 
tled Ed_�fi!_t ior1 foL 9hrist ian Living o Thi5 publicat i011, while 
it doe::; c .:msid f::l. methods and mechanism;;; 8 d ues not glorify them 
synoymous w:1.th Christ ian educat 10n o The author conceives cf 
Chribtian cdu.ca ti.on a:; bas ically the•.:ilogical and une who con
r:eivef; of 1.t as method ul0gical is destroylng the very cause 
which he seeks to support . He seeks to make education moro 
than a Sund ay sch(J-:.,1 end eavor v relating it rather to a whole
ness of exper ience . This puts community events in a new per
spect ive and rev-eal.s the significant cont ribut ion of the chur-cn 
related c0llege . 

Then the re is the inevitable volume , How to Use Visual 
�. put out by Association Preso in  1956:--c�piled by John 
Bachmann 0 this 60-page number is especially good for thu3e just 
entering the field of education . Chapte r  2 is very helpful , 
list ing a wide selection of aid s  and the pros and cons of each o 
The final chapter is also helpful for those who must plan the 
use of visual a id s  for any organizat ion or who have charge of 
an audio-visual library o 

Teaching_ and U!arning . The Copo Clark Co. , Ltd .  (Tcronto ) ,  
might be quite helpful for Sunday school teachers . Written by 
Dr . S .R .  Laycock, it is of no little value to him who wishes to  
understand the  children and young people with who� he  works in 
the church and how best he may help them . Note 8sDe�i�lly the 
final chapte r ,  " The Teacher' s Role in �arning . "  

A few postscripts : For those of you who S l�a r 1  LJ,, qu ; c KlY 



each issue of Luther Life , d on ' t  fail to miss the b ook review 
on page .59 of the new: February magazine . The book described 
deals with the question , "How cari adults and teen•�agers work -..-
together?" Als o ,  remember to  keep abreast with new publications . 
Reviews ca 1 1  be found , among other olaces ,  ii , ; 

1 .  World Christian F.duca i. ion 9 a qua rterly Dublished by the 
Wurld Council 0f Christian &:1ucat1on and S1..:.nday School 
Associa tion .  

2 .  Religi�!l in Life � a quarterly published by Abingc1 on Pres& , 
3 .  Conc-::rdi� Theol0gica! Mor1_t.h1-y. publi shed 12 times a year 

by Concordia Ptit.lishin1s House . 
4 .  The Lutheran. �r!,er1;[, published f'our times a yea r by 

the Editorial Council of Luthe rar, theological seminaries .  -.. 
5 .  Youth frograms . a qua rte rly Dublica t ion by the Joint 

Youth Publicati0ns Counc il (. representing Lut.her Leagu.e.:i 
of five Lutherau bodies ) o 

CAMPU5 NEWJ 
11 Crir.l.stian Educatimi" w :i..1.l be tht: theme 0f the Marcr1 sym

Dosium . t '--' be held tomorrow ever,ing , M.a rch 7 a"t 8 p , m .  in the 
cha-;:iel . It will deal 1:::specially wi th  1.he problems of Christian 
education and the directions it is prest:ntly taking . Construc-
1- i V'e crt ticis1'Tl of the pre sent or ogram . primariJ.y concerning 
Sunday bChool materials . will te given from several viewpoints 
by competent  �en in various t ield s " 

The secula r  view will be discussed by Dr . Willard Zahn , 
dean of  th�, tea che r i s col le�e at TemDle Unive rsity . Dr , D.  
Campbell :vykof f .  professor of  Christian educa tion at  Princeton 
Theological. Semina i y  will sp�ak of the tht=,ory of' his field . 

Represent in£; the pa rish point  of  view will be the Rev . Wil
liam M. Horn , pastor of St . Johri ' s Lutheran Church in Overbrook . 
If  possibl8 , a member of t.he ULCA 3oa rd of Pa rish Education will 
a l � o  be oresent . The executive sec reta ry ,  Dr . S .  vvhite Rhyne , 
ha s bei:rn i l lvi ted to be this reoreseritat.ive . 

Dr.  Luther D .  Reed . president emeritus of the semina ry , 
will celeb,...a te his 84tr. bi rthday March 21 . Dr . Reed is current
ly d i recting the revision of  his book , The Luthe ran Liturgy .  
first oublished in 1947 . He ha s been director of  the library 
since 1906 and has served this seminary as  pro fessor  of  Liturgics 
a nd Church A rt and chaolain . 

* * * 
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Mr . Johu Bradley , soecici l  sec reta rv �or the +-or thcomuig 
.U�TER*SEMINA RY MOVEMENT t riennial confe rence will t. e on camn--c.!', 
th::...s Mor .oa} , M-, , �h lL M.r .  Brajley , ;i s L.udcn t  at Yale Div un q 
� 1.. t1 ,;ol , wil .i ] nv�1  nn�t the idea .s :: e+, forth in tre con fe rer,ce 
. J. L,�ra tt.re w i U -1 a v iew tmrn rd fur the r ::: L.uay of tLe tr.c·:r,;; and 
Do i (, l •- ..!.. Dfl l l -_ r ' l 1 J i., r � C On f e r� n C p i ts (-; l f 0 

�'11i:. .. : o r 1 : f" ,-,, : :( P , Hhi ::-b i �  t c  bi':' r1ei."i  e; t  Ot.Je 1 lin C Jl:!.-:: se l, , 
Oh :i , , . :! L..: ir .2,  the -_,; , ,,_, h uf'  AuB, ..,_st r_ -,, , w .1.l l  t !a ve 2 :.:, it s t heme , 
' 'TiK Na L Lu L u :  �l f J1 .s c,ry We St.. E:!1\ . '  

A c -i.L. :L ' , t L• . : ::_, ,_ 1_,,: 1,:;, r , u., wi ll 1 ': L: i •- :--, E.; 1 , :.. ¥t . P. - r .v  a t  U:t--: �id 
1Ht.: A dci r  t � -.: .R '-- '1 -' ::_ r, a .1 lSE c o�1.: e :·� r1 ·.� c.. L •�' �e nel, 1 J L  -iettys�u., <; ,  
113 1 ,..: r: J. 4  ..i.G , T ' 11:.., L l lE-: lT\E: ,...,J .. 1"1 b: .. " 3J..'JL:.i : a .:  Tt1•� - 1lugy �l i t e rs the 
1" .. k.al  Pa r :.L ::;, t J o ·,, Ot hi:; < S lffte re t, terl lT J " t te .. ,d 1 1 1g s h rJu..Ld c ,..m ta :::: 0  
Ed Ha 1 . s vr 1  a s  s , · · r i  a s  r,:-10 ::, 1.. �le , F'unc! � w:.... 1 ·1 be a ,, a 1 la 1-Jle tv c<e  
f ray  'Lhc '71d 1 u :· 0o ;· t 1 -_ r1 o �  the .-,x-c,ense s , a !lci t r a 1 1s r)0 rta t 1 on will 
be a r ranged 

l'hei E: w �Ll _,.. tA:. a f ree r 1oon mea .1 ( --: ourti:' c,y · 9ua rd uf PuLli � 
ca t 10r1 ), f ur a l l  SENIORS ,:,n Ma r c h  2.6 Jur 1i 1 ,;  i .. he H tou r  vf t.he 
:Mur11e1 ,te r g  Bu1.ld 1ng a nd the Muhlenbe rg Pre::,s  nr1..nt ing Dl.'l ri t , 
Th1:: ,:J ay s a :.., t . :i..v i lie s cornrner1�e a·c 1 0  JO  a , rrr a t  the nn rlt.,:i ng 
piar it  ( ) 0 t h  :i r 1d Lrnc&.ste r ) .  

Thi:, v:: :, it tu  the 11 Pi....b" Huuse will involve a deeoe r delving 
ir1to 1 t�  one ra tiun:, than  1s  ltSU.J J ly achieved via Ecc ,  An.,s  
purc i1a s 1n .:i; t rins for s ta t.u;i ry , c :cucifixes , and o'Lhe r D2.:ra pher 
nal1a , FL..rt h-2 r 1nf0rmc1 t1or 1  wil l  be m;:ide  a v a il:i ble 11

wt1Pr1 tne 
time d l dW S  i .l ?,tl , 11 

CN DC.,fil'l LU J::: : 
" FOi\ :sAL�f -

HOT PLATE 
(OFFEE POT 

TOASTER 
RO"TlfS£FtlE 
$MALL O 

11 It l::>oks like Schmink ' s  gett ing ready for 
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S!!IIOR 'BA?.TQ�T Chairman Jack Printzenho,- f has .-· ,-,nounced 
that. this year ' s banquet will take olac� at St . M:l rk ; s Lutheran 
Church on the evening of April JO . Probably the biggest social 
event on the seminary calendar each yea r ,  the ba:-1quet will com� 
mence at 6 p .m. Following the meal , an out::,tand ing and well 
kr1CMTI fie;ure in church affairs will oreser1t the main add ress . 
(The identity of the ma.in speaker is traditionally not revealed 
until the EastP-r issue of The Seminarian_ o ) A on,gram of enter
tainment will follow the addres.:; , and it is pointed out that 
all students ,  wives p and " friend s "  are cord ially invited . 

• * * 

Fact sheets for the WASHINGTON SEMINAR for ktheran Stu
dents are now on the bulletin boa rd p and will provide supplemen
tary information to that reoorted in the last issue of The 3J!.!!!i
narian . Those interested in at tending the seminar ·which is 
set for April 14-17 . are a sked to �,ecure additional. information 
from Wally Miller in Hagan Hall . It is pointed out that  funds 
will be aitailable le defray partially the expem"es of those 
attend ing . The $16 registration fee is payable by March 15 . 

* * • 

The annual PASTOR 1 S CONVOCATION � sponsored by Mt . Airy 
Seminary ' s  alumni association , is ::;cheduled to meet on campus 
April 24-25 . Interested students will be allowed to  attend its 
lectures as guests of the association . 

* * * 

The annual IBYER COMMISION drive was officially begun Monday, 
¥a rch 4 .  The goal of this year 1 s d rive is $500 , and the money 
will be used for the purchase of a portable chapel to be used 
by the church j s mission in Japan .  The coin boxes which were 
d istributed for this ourpose will be collected March 7 .  Co
cha irmen of the drive are Earl Strawn and Gu::. Wedemeyer .  

* • * 

In keeping with a long standing custom , the seminary commu
nity enjoyed its annual FASTNACHT SOCIAL last  evening , March 5 ,  
in the basement o f  the chapel o Under the direction of Bill 
Jensen and his social committee , the evening consisted of enter
tainment and refreshments followed by an informal social hour. 

* * • 
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StudeTJl, ;·, who find time to pause in the libra ry rotw1da dt.n- , 
ing the n8xL few we(;ks will find that Mis::. HJrt arid he r aide:;; 

• have pl.armed a rc J t- 11 arJ L, serie5 of d ispla,;, 6 . Prelud ing tht:: ech ... 
cat:10r, syrnpli� �;..u.m by a f c:w Jays wil.l be ar1 e:xh1.t1tion of educa
i:l.0nal mate r :..._._, }:., a ." St . .  lt:ct.,ed by Dr o Voeh n.nger and D1 0 S 0 Wen te 
Rny:-.e f rom Lhe 1Jl.CA 3 �Jd 1 d of Parish Educa t ion o 

.. 

-

'bnti1 E: and Jt.:w1 .s ri  elements -wi.ii both be g1ver1 a ;1hwing 
ir1 the ·w �ek;:; wr. i - t 1  f vll ch-1 . A Lenten and Ea .s ie 1 display is to 
be foll vwt::d by a t-how-irig of cerem011idl ves sel.:, used for Jewi sh 
eeremon1e :-, " Tht;' .:.i t:  a re teing exhibited th rough the gene rosity 
of Rabbi Elia s Cha r ry  o 

CHAP-SL SPEAK1i;'1.S O O C 

Ma rch 6 0  Dr o Cha rles M ,  Coope r ,  Ministe rium of Permsylvania 
pre c id ent . 

March lJ o Dr o Hend rik Kraeme r will add ress the student body a f , 
ter chapel on " Reflections on the Present Missiona ry 
Situat ion o " 

• • •-ANGEL ANT\CS I 
" •  0 o this day is a day of good tidin gs .  o 11 The Angels have 

finally ( 2, igh : ) won ,, a no they d id it ra the r hand ily 62 50 . Witr, 
five mer, and :i..1.m:1.ted wind they 1mpre s�ively rolled up a half way 
sc0re of- 41 20 , ar id coasted in from there . The s core is ind ic,a · 
tive of f1n8 play which only occasionally lapsed i nto rid iculo1.d . 
r.ess . Accvunt1ng for top scoring vas a newcome r ,  11 Quee r Shots 11 

Gessler with 19 0 Just two behind him wa s Jack " Chippy" Trawgurt . 

13ut • • • not to be guilty of ove rstating the case , the team 
d ropped a few c lose ones the following weeks before this (sic ). 
They were three shy of toppin g Tririi ty Luthe ran (86-84 ) in a 
spi rited p unco-ord inated affair, and s imilarly a lea gue ga me 

• by four scan t  tallies . This reporter commends the steady play 
of "Sherry'1 Dieter .  

A toast to the ingenuity of the studen t body a s  it rose as 
a single TT!a n to defend its honor (orirl e ) • • •  advertisements have 
nave r been put to better use � 

The fina l cards a re about to fall in the chamoionship 
round of the ' 57 pinochle tournament . Worth-Henry and Reimet t
Kinard w ill meet behind close doors to d ecide the Yictor . In 
all probability the conversation w ill be in keening with their 
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e• lling : "mine hand hath gotten this wea] th 8 o . " 11 returT1 to me 
and I will return to you • •  , "  "pluck it out and cast it from � 
me • •  , "  "lest we should let them slip • •  " The heavy favorites fell 
early this year .  " Samuel Simon" Straun and " Swansong" were drop
ped by McGullford and Mertzlufft . "Very Old Timer"  Hitchcock 
and "Mission Master" Acker gave way to the pr0wess <.)f Keys and 
Al "The Accent" Hansono 

November ), last , Huge George Anderson d isappeared o Any in
formation leadin� to the whereabouts of  this oerson will be 
greatly appreciated . 

-- Hal Geiss 

ROOTS GROii DEEP 

-- James M. McCormick 

A short time ago , I took nzy- car to a garage for wheel a
lignment . While talking with the mechanic ( I  should say " spe
cialist in steering , "  for there are few general practitioners 
anymore ) ,  I disclosed that I was �tudying fo1 the ministry.  He 
immed iately became interested , and soon was a sking what I 
thought about Predestination ! I don ' t believe he was just mak
ing conversation . He seemed to be genuinely inte rested ! -

This incident only illustrates the well-known popularity of 
religion today. There is a very real search for religious an
swers , and the attitude of the church varies from enthus iasm to 
skepticism. The question I should like to  raise is in regard 
to our individual attitudes .  Are we going tu be willing to see 
the doubt and uncertainty behind the questions ? Or will we be 
willing to give merely a slick , perhaps peremptory , answer to 
something we regard as superficial? 

The answer to this question is not of surface importance , 
for thereby hangs a retreat into exclusivenes s  or a realization 
of our mission today! Exclus ivism has not been a tenet of '""f'" 
Chrj stianity , although at times it has been part of the mis
understanding of the gospel. The heart of the Christ ian message 
is its ava ilability to all men , and yet in some t imes and places 
this has become a oossessive sort of fraternity. In such a case 
the gosoel becomes another gnostic heresy , with superior and 
inferior ranks of Christians .  

Such exclusiveness has alienated many people from the man ... 
centered " gospel" it imPlies .  Witness the huge number of sects 
in our day. That ugly word "pr,�jud ice 11 is not confined to race 
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and nation. It can flourish in many colors under the cloak of 
Christianity� 

We in semina ry have little constant contact with such ten
dencies , but the attitudes which are developed here can nourish 
such pre judices . For here we come into contact with teaching 
which uosets many static ideas of early training. Here we meet 
with d ifferent points of view in interchange of ideas .  We may 
develop concepts which close out opposing views or we may find 
new light on old shadows of thought . 

In other word s ,  our person-to-person relationships which 
• develop now may be the roots of attitudes to come . If we are 

now "almost all things to some men , "  rather than "all things to 
all men ,  11 th i. s  is more likely to harden in later years . The old 
Adam ccme,s bl�hbe ring tc, the surface every day ., and may cne day 
upJet the sh.1-p i.rJ wh ich we complacently d rift � The world toddy 
is :!.ri need 0 f  -')t.t3 i 1  m111d s ,  unclo-uded w :.tr. predeterm.wca aecis:11.m, 

... 

.. 

ar,d penondl p,,:' j c1d :; c :. " .  HE:: re and nJW is the sta:rting-PvirJt of 
cur pr� Jl:.C i<;E ·:. , � n  oL..:.r relationships with eaC;h cth�rt  

TO BE 

Oi.:,i� w-1 lJ i:J wt1a t -� i.1 be . 
1.:. tt1i! tho g il t  cf Tli&e ? 
01..rr will :.. :. n..1t � c, d o ,  
J 5  tha� thr w 1l� vf Y0�?  

Tt...., I.Je or not r. 0 t.Je 

St lrs in the aepthz; of 
1 0  d"' 0 !'  not to de 
Fills a.11 my life w-ith 

Should I accept to be , 
And suffer to  be free ? 
Should I forget to do , 

me . 

t'lle . 

And trust all ' s done by You? 

Or should I even ask 
To see behind the Mask? 
Does silence only hear 
The Voice I mostly fear ? 

-• Raymond Long 

-15-

� 



A REMARKABIE SPEECH l 
1 

�- Manfred neischer .....,.. l 

(The following speech was delivered by the vice president 
01· the Pandemonium, Lucifer Clubfoo i.. ,  adv..:i�at� d iaboli and doc� 
tor of demony I at the la test confe::re11ce of the Congregation for 
the Pro?clgation of Perfidy. It has been broadcast by all sta
tions of the subterranean network, and was televised through the 
ma jor channels of the sewage systemo Such a subtle infernal in
filtration seeped through e1Ten the walls of our seminary o Sinct! 
we ktww the source, Dr . Clubfoot car1not in::.u lt u s . )  

11 You are chagrined by the ma rks your candidates make at 
seminary o Your naivi te annoys me . Good grade s  do not ind icate 
soiritual growth : they prevent it o 

" I  am the most ardent advo�at� of grades which keep the com= 
petitive spirit close to the boiling point . In a hothouse of 
scholastic competition j we need marks or1 the mercury columris to 
measure the intellectual climatt 9 and to ind icate how high a con� 
testant has climbed vver the head s  ..:;,f his cl assmates . Su ch a 

c 

s 

show ouf fs up intellectual pride.  and Doisons the holy spirh. . a 
Th1:: t hernometers themselves w ill bubble over 9 arid be bulbed by t 
burrnng ambition.. Cumrades j yuu .::;huuld c ;..rse i..he out come of this h 
.:,oute st, fur it u1crea se s th1::: heat of hell !  ..,..... d 

r 
"We TT11:...;t not w rmit the -.:.lla r�ge 0f ar1y gradE- w,der t.ho pres� 

s t.re of f he ut.nils . Tht ,rer:; thought vf su ch a po.::; s ibility would 
und E: nniL u the belief ir, the ir:fa lllbility of ot.r system. Grades 1 
mc:.st be made the d.bs ulute scale of ultimate va lues . A final 111 
g;: ade:  mu::. L be accep ted a5 un(fu.E: stior1abl;y as the las t jud gment, n 
dnd be dreaded like doomsday . He who falls out of the state of T 
grades ougnt tu  desoai r .  Let u s  conduct a s olemn service for the f 
t ailure s frum whose, 1 -anks we will r ec ruit our ministe 1 5  of prop
agarida • 11 

'W 
( The academic corpse forms a funeral prvcess1.on, and carrie� t 

the student body through the a rena which resound s the Yoices of d 
the v anqui.,:;hed � " Av�. censores, morituri Y.£2. §alu.tant ! 11 The r 
body is burned on a oyre of  books and mortar-board s .  The crema- i 
l ion obs cure::; the obsequy which is accompanied by che ode ; "Ex- s 
o riare �liguis nostris � oss ibus ultor . "  � - Out of my bones will '.!'. 
rise once d r e v enger . ) ! 

li I never had any patience with the vegetable growth of un
d erstanding , as it was cultlvat-ed in the garderi o f  Epicure . and 
under the Dalmtrees of the peripatetics . I want you to work at 

p 
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the acquisit ion of knowledge with IBM ma chines . We have lured 
the lovers o f  wisd om from the s acred groves of the Acad e?Y07 .  We 

,- have lured them into the race tracks , and saw dust trails of our 
curriculum o We have seduced them with grades , degrees , and aca•• 
demic honors . Plate himself cou ld not compete with the sex ap
peal of our curve s . I.et u s  pause, and applaud the Prince of 
Pride who inspires such a lech�rous lust of learning ! "  ( The 
ovation las ted f:,f'J6 days ancl nights . and has been recorded by the 
Infidelity Record Company . ) 

"Students fight no more with fists and foils for orestige 
and recognition . They express their will to power by waging a 

.. war of nerves . They wreck thei r brains instead of crushing each 
other 1 s skulls . Unable to bear the blood and beasts of a Roman 
holiday , they indulge into glad iatorial combats, when they takt. 
examination s . 

" I  p:r,,pose to  add the German word Examensang§t to our voca 
bulary. I have no be tter  express ion for the feeling of thumb
screws on my fir ,go:., 1 tips . wher, I am tortu red by tests . Withou t 
Examensan&?.1, WE would havE:: less Welta ngst , 

"It 1.s my demonic des i r� to make every school administer 
at least tei. tests a day , Test yot..r ::.tu.dents be fore you feed 
them! Mar. hates and :s 0on forgeto what fear of a test has forceJ 
him to lea rn .  He l1 espises d eeply whdt he ha.:; to devou r .  The 

..., disgust in h is s tomach will hinder him to d igest what he mu st 
re-gurgitate under the qua lms of a quiz o 

" It i�  esnecially 1mpvrtant that we convert future preachers 
into a herd of cattle . Have you ever observed the meditative 
make-believe in the face of a ruminat ing cow ?  Alas 9 peoole will 
not be fooled by the pious expression in the face of a oreacher .  
They will sense an undernou rished soul 9 even where spiritual 
food is spewed forth most eloquentl,y. 

"A seminary i5 both an academic a nd a spiritual community . 
We can corrupt a spiritual community under the following cond i-

,.. tions � 1 )  scholastic competition . 2 )  intellectual pride, 3 )  pru
dential d ishonesty . 4 )  systeYllc' tic seclusion. Our school pigeons 
report that these sins are already apparent a t  a certain place 
in Misadelphia o " (While the speaker gives the aud ience some 
secret information , a bird ' s  eye review of his best-sellers, � 
To Cram Your Way_ Th rough College, How To 'Jet Good Grades , and HO!!. 
To Be Pooular With Professors , is telecast . )  
- - -----=- ---

" Students apoly ins tinctivel.y their prud ence to please a 
pedagogue upon whose evalua tion their existence d epend s .  They 
will adopt any opinion which promotes their ca11se . They wtl 1 
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change their colla rs , and turn their coa ts from class to class .  
Such a policy makes men other-directed . Afte r  yea n, uf educa
tional practice , they will ad just themselve5 automatically to 
the most influential outside  source . We a re the grea test  loud
speakers in the world o Our kingdom comes through collectivism. 
Reeds in the wind cannot resist our blow . We make the mos t mag� 
netic appeal .  We hypnotize the masses before we devour them. 

-

" None can afford to wa ste time and talent under strong com
neti tion . You cannot compare notes and freely converse with 
whom you join the battle of books . You must  hate your enemy in 
order to fi�ht more effectively. Your sc2 le goes up , as you 
push others down . An exchange of ideas may betray the secrets 
of your success . Keep your wisdom for yourself� You need all 
your energy to accumulate credits . There is no sense in show
in(" off knowlen e;e to s omeone other than the nrofessor.  Such a 
resentful solip sism results from our system. Systematic seclu
s ion is bound to atomize any society . 

" The Bible says they will be I ever learning , and never able 
to come to the knowled �e of the truth . '  We will awa rd a super
stunor-de';ree to any one who devotes at least 40 years of post
g raduate work to the reductio ad absurdum of that proposition . 
Our desti ny depend s unon the succt:::ss of such a d issertation , be
ca use the d ictatorship of the doctorate is a matter of d ialec= 
ti�al ded �ctions . 

" P:-ofessors of all continents and Grea t Britain ,  unite ! 
1ci i�c the requirement5 for the cla5s  struggle recklessly and re
lentlessly �  Bci ttle bank books with academic index ca rds � Value 
a man by his IQ , and not by his saving account . You have nothing 
to lose but your chairs . "  

• * * 

0 Gracious Father ,  ".tlhose dearly loved Son has taught 
us that whosoever will be His disciple must take up 
his cross and follow Him :  Help us  so  to  follow our 

Lord through these days in which we mmmemorate His bit-
te r sufferings and passion that as He , for the joy that 
was set before Him , endured the shame and cross ,  so we 
may lea rn of Him , by His grace , to be fa ithful in all 
things ; through the same Jesus Christ , Thy Son , our Lord . 

Amen . 
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UP TO J"ERUSAIEM 

;1 Bebold we a n: gou.,g up t0 J e r  .... �alem'' :.s tric :invitation 
JeGu.6 �lVE:� tu  In :., d J..S c .. oles o Hf; whv WLH.1ld !,;.iiow tlim must a l ~  
ways hear L. h 1 s one :u . •  1 c,a 1... :i.on � �  L · r  ,ie S (.S is;:;1.,es n o  u th� r .  "WE 
a re g0lng 0.p t o  Je r u::;a lcmo 1 ' 

He whv would b� ri:..-JT1bt; r eu wi th Lhe follower.;) 01 the Chr is t . 
he who woulc.J 'lea vl, a 1 1  1..,) i <-• l low Jesus mu.s t  a lwa y::, Jvln the sma. 1.1 
t.Ja i .d of twe lve aud J ,)urncy uv t-h1:: w11 1d l t .!?; road tt1a t leads tu U10:: 
Holy City. The e n t ire oi l g r  __._mage ,.J 1 t emp01 al life and tt1e oil • 
g rima gc: <, f ea 1,.;h day is a lway s the kr.te,, J 0 L u  1 1 1,:y . 

"Ar.d :. t : ..J �c  wh :.; f u: L  . ..:iw ed wc rt: a f r.J :.:...J . il The c0ntemo0ra ry  
di.Seiple is a l s •�· a fra id f•=> r  the .:;j .Jt.1 ney t o  /e ru.:,a lem :i.r1 v vl� 
ves a r1s� tha t  1� g rea t� r tha� any 0the r .  It i �  a risk  for a 
man to ga mtle his e , .t11  e f <Jrtune on a ri uns table s tuck ma rket 
and what grea t risk i::; involved in the c0mba t of the front lines . 
But the risk involved in the journey to ,.Teru::.alem is  far greater 
for at the end of the journey lie s certain death . 

The d is ci ole that follows '.J 1 ,  Chr ist follows to a cross and 
self-,de struction . The d is c lnle is a fra id . for he truly fea r::. 

• for his own li fe tha t mus t d ie on a cros s . 

• 

But the eyes of the d isc iple look not  to the dea th a t  which 
the pi lgrima ge end ::,  bi....t to him who walks ahead - · ·  and l0oking 
only to h im .  f0 llows where he leads " - even to certa in s elf �de
struction . The re sponse of the d is ciple echoe s the word s  of 
Thomas : " I.et us also go , that we may d ie with him. " 

There is a risk in pilgri�B �e , for pilgrima�e lead s to Je
rusa lem and fina l death . But the disciple , eyes fixed solely 
on him who goes be fore . journey::. not with a self confidence or 
a Stoic resignation that will mee t  the test of the journey, but 
journeys with joy .  He sees not the c ross and self-des t ruction 
but see s  only the Christ .  And he walks not in imitation of an 
example •-·- but f ollows him on the same j ourney s imply because 
he must follow whe re the Christ leads .  

-- Don Luck 
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A POEM • • •  ON QUIET HOURS 

The late , heavy hours slowly pa 5 .:i  in a s t, ft . l ran� -p.-ner,t 
,IUieb-.:on�e 

01 fc1 i ng both ¢ompa.nionship a1 ,d lii e 
To the solitary individual  -- who wa its ., 1::t awh :1.l e .  

Who waits • • •  
To think with a tired mind of meaning le� s concepts when 
nothing is real but the utter silence . 

Who waits • • •  
To recall , recapture a fiicker and place it in its 
e"X"perienced oast . 

Who waits • • •  
To create new thoughts and d reams -- to chew them in 
a tasteless way. 

Who waits • • •  
Just to sit , to be calm ,  and to  listen to the complacent 
silence enjoying its soothing peace . 

And wishing all were so .  

-- Hal Geiss 
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