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HOLY WEEK MEDITATION 

In the Gospel according to St. Mark we read that close to 
-

the time that Jesus died, the temole veil was torn in two, from M 
top to bottom. Two scenes -- one in the temple at Jerusalem and 51 
the other outside the city walls at Calvary. In one scene the 
Holy of Holies is unveiled. In the other a man is dead on the 1)'. 
crosso 

For some men the two events were completely separate. The 
tearing of the temple veil was but a coincidence. As an unex­
plainable trick of fate it happened to coincide with the death 
of Jesus. 

However, for a few, the tearing of the temple veil pointed 
to and partially explained but one thing -- the crucifixion of 
.Tesus Christ. For these men this rending of the veil was preg­
nant with symbolism. It symbolized two things that God had ac­
complished in Jesus Christ. 

First, it symbolized that the veil between God and man had 
been removed. The veil had kept man "out" and kept 1od "in." 
Through the Cross the hidden God had become the revealed God. 
1od in Christ had come down and suffered and died for men. God 
was "kept in" no longer. By God I s act in Christ the estrange­
ment had been healed and it made possible the reunion of men 
with '1od. Man was "kept out" no longer. 
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It also symbolized the laying bare of the very heart of · ., P 
�od -- the very heart of God which is forgiving love. A God 
humble enough to become as one of us and die for us in order to 
show us what he is like. Like you and I loving an ant enough W 
to humble ourselves and become one of them in order to show what t 
we +'eel toward them. For us to do this for an ant is an impos­
sibility, but for �od our Father to do it for us is an actuality, 

V 

The tearing of the temple veil� For some a totally unre-• 
lated event. For others a symbol pointing to and partially ex­
nlaining the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. And I ask ---- What "r 
J s it for . 

a����/� 
-2-



IN THIS ISSUE • • • 

:> - The last issue of The Seminarian, Volume XVIII, is in your 
:>m hands -- and that means a special feature on the year in retro­
ind spect. From September to the beginning .of April staff photog-

!t 

raphers Ed Hanson and Pete Bornemann roamed the campus taking 
oictures which would provide a comprehensive memento t.o this 
year's activities and which woLUd also illustrate life at a typ,­
ical { ?) theological seminary. Their task culminated in the 
photographic essay and text which starts on page 14. 

As its scoop of the year Th� Seminarian presents the name, 
1 ,-picture, and background of this spring' s senior banquet speaker 

(see pages 18 and 19). 
!Id 
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A schufJl year's er1d is usually marKE:d with farewells and 
oarting handshakes as the seniors thrust 11 school day6 11 into 
their past and wander to v-arious oarts of the globe. ii Catalog 
of the Saints -- With Addresses" by Ed Gibbs lets you know 
where each parting senior is headed and where he can be con­
tacted. 

This Seminarian tackles two controversial issues -- ecu­
menicity and the church's relation to the United Nations. Both 
issues are discussed pro and con on the following oages. 

"The Reverend Seminarian Otto Schmink" has become quite a 
popular figure at Mt. Airy -- and on page lJ will be found a 

,, page of originals from the nen of Staff Artist Johi"1 Bucher. 

to 

hat 
s­
ity • 

There's a lot more between the cover� vf this issue: Holy 
Week and Easter meditations p timely news item3 by staff repor­
ters, "angel antics" as seen by Tom Clay, Norm Melchert' s re­
view of Colin Wilson's The Outsider, and a letter to the editoro 

-- Al Schrum 

... 
,c- Almighty Father, Who throllgh the eternal victory of 
t � Thy Son, hast brought us through the shadow of the 

Cross and the gloom of the garden and the night of 
the tomb to the glorious sunrise of everlasting light 

t and life: Fill us with the glory of His victory so that 
transformed and strengthened by Him, we may overcome 
all that separates us from Thee in this life, and 
through Him come to life that never ends, where Thou, 

-

0 Father, livest and reignest with Jesus Christ, Thy 
Son, in the ur1ity of the Holy Spirit, One God, blessed 
and adored now and evermore. Amen. 

- J -



ECUMENICAL CHURCH �=- THE AICHEMIST' S DREAM 
i 

T 
-- Arthur C. Sziemeister and C. M. Engdahl_e 

Some present day llltherans are concerned with and involved 
in various schemes and movements towards an Ecumenical "Church.• 
In their efforts tOlolard this unity they have often disregarded 
and minimized the essential truths of our faith. The rampant 
"liberalism" of certain wings of world Lutheranism forces upon 
the church the necessity of rethinking the possible bases of 
unity within Christendom. 

t 
C 

C 
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In talking about a "Church 1" Ecumenical or otherwise I there � 
need be some defini'tion. llltheranism's traditional, official r 1 
and confessional position is that "the church is the congrega­
tion of saints, in which the gospel is rightly taught and the 
sacr1ments rightly administered. And to the true unity of the 
church, it is enough to agree concerning the doctrine of the 
gospel and the administration of the sacraments." (A.C. Art. 
VII) "Rightly taught," (recte docetur) and "rightly administer­
ed" (recte administrantur) are the keys to the understanding of 
the Lutheran position. 

These keys have been defined in the historical doctrinal 
controversies within the church and were settled by traditional 
orthodox Christianity, and not, contrary to popular beliefs, by 
various fads of theology that come and go with the rapidity of -.-l 
substitutes in two-olatoon football, now interestingly enough, 
outlawed. The Gospel "rightly taught" for Lutherans implies 
that it is taught in harmony with the scriptures as understood 
through the Confessions of the Lutheran Church. The sacraments 
"rightl.v administered" for Lutherans are when they are adminis­
tered in harmony with the scriptures as understood through the 
Confessions of the Lutheran Church. Outside of this understand­
in� there can be no unity, for this is where the church exists. 

Can, therefore, the church exist and unity be present, where 
doctrines fundamental to Christianity are disavowed and openly 
denied, such as the virgin birth and the physical resurrection 
of Christ 7 Within the Lutheran understanding of the church can ""t

.._ 

we participate in organizat1ons and coope�ate with groups that 
are fundamentally outside of our understa-rling of these essential 
doctrines? Merely to express unity in a nebulous and undefined 
"faith" in the Lord Jesus Christ is not enough. This is not 
Christianity. "One Lord, one faith, one baptism" must be de­
fined. The church has done so. 

Illtherans can gladly embrace the idea of an Ecumenical 
Church w�en the "church" is understood to be where the gospel 
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is "rightly taught" and the sacraments II rightly administered." 
To manifest a unity at the altar and in the pulpit which does not 

tl..-exist in a common right understanding of the Gospel cannot be 
tolerated. Christian love and charity can be expressed, but co­
operation leads toward mere unionism, and a basic rlenial of true • Christian teachings. 

When present-day "ecumaniacs" look for unity outside of a 
true unity of d octrine, and only in an imaginative fellowshio of 
"faith, 11 they are looking for a fiction of fanciful dreams -- the 
dreams of unrealistic and irrelevant theologians who are "as blind 
men in a dark room looking for a black cat whtch is not there." 

'8 ,- If they would only turn on the light of the historic witness of 
the Church cdLholic ( the TRUE Ecumenical Church) then they would 
see the unity :in the immaculate lamb, in a bright green field. 

,_ 
THE VALIDITY OF AN ECUMENICAL OlTTI.OOK 

-- Arthur Anderson and Richard Niebanck 

The ecumenical movement is an historical reality. It is as 
much a fact to be dealt with in present-day Christianity as the 
Reformation was four hundred and forty years ago. And so, while 
the movement may be criticized, the critic cannot escaoe the far-

-,-reaching effect that ecumenicity is havin� even in the most con­
servative quarters of Christianity. Witness the very fact that 
he must consider the issues raised by the movement. 

Our purpose here, therefore, is not to "orove 11 the ecumeni­
cal movement: rather it is to show, on the basis of the Christian 
gospel, that all Christian denominations are duty-bound to take 
the ecumenical concerns seriously and to become increasingly in­
volved in the study and labor which is not restricted by the 
b oundaries either of province or denomination. 

re 
First, however, there are two misconceptions which must be 

,....-.eliminated: (1) The ecumenical movement is not based on any fic­
tion of an II ecumenical church," nor is its ourpose to establish 
an organizational monolith which would represent outwardly an 

1 already existing "spiritual" unity. This is not to deny, of 
course, that there are individuals within the ecumenical move­
ment whose immediate concern is outward u�ity. It.i� safe to 
say, however, that such is not the orimary concern of the "old 
line" denominations which are now oarticipating in common oro­
jects of work and study. If anything, these denominations are 
expressing a desire for greater self-understanding, while at the 
same time humbly acknowledging that the truth of the Gosoel is 
bigger than any of them. � -5-



1 
(2) Any Christian (or Christian group) refusing to acknow- 1 

ledge a debt to the present ecumenical trend is simply ignoring 
historic fact. This seminary is itself a center of ecumenical ,_ 
thinking where names such as Brunner, Dodd • Niebuhr, Ramsey, am 
Watson -- all non-llltherans =- are associated with imoortant in­
teroretations of the Christian message. 

We believe that nothing less than the Christian gospel it­
self obligates us to take a serious and responsible role in the 
ecumenical movement. We submit that such a role i8 demanded of 
us on the basis of (1) love 9 (2) humility, and (3) repentance •• 

(1) Love. If we believe that the understanding of the gos­
pel which has been in one sense our peculiar treasure is what is,­
so desparately needed by the whole world, then we have no alter­
native to the sharing of our messa�e with others, even with the 
adherents of other traditions. Wrnle our symbolic books do bear 
a true witness to the character of God 1 s word to 1T1an, God does 
not require that every true believer subscribe to a particular 
historic statement or belong to a particular organization. love 
demands, not that we hedge in the confessions, but rather that 
we orofess our faith before all the world, humbly, yet boldly 
pointing men to the Christ who has saved us. 

(2) Humility. At the same time, we must realize that the 
gosoel is greater than any tradition, that even the most erudite 
theologian is still the homo viator who is continually learning,.,... 
even when the truth comes from a most unexpected dire ct; on. Wit­
ness the fact that we have to call in a Methodist, Philip S. Wat­
son, in order that our juniors may receive a concise, yet true, 
picture of Luther's doctrine of the gosoel. And when we want to 
make our message socially relevant, we have to look to others a� 
ask, 11 How is it done?" 

( 3) Rep�ntance. If we really believe that II Jesus, 'the 
Christ, alone frees and unites," then we must constantly repent 
ourselves of all that continues to divide us. It is just as con• 
trary to the �ospel to remain behind our confessional walls, ac­
knowlerl�ing and then forgetting our divisions, as it is to affin 
unity when there actuallv is none. We have always to be grieve!'"" 
by our divisions, to suffer together, praying that in our quest 
for mutual understanding, God's redeeming purpose will be at 
work. 

The ecumenical movement stands as an historical reality. 
Can we ignore its challenge when the God of History may well be 
working through it? 

-6-



THE CHURCH i THE CINISTIAN, AND THE UNITED NATIONS 

..... -- Brooke Walker 

These observations are occasioned by the recent flurry of 
oronouncements by prominent church groups with respect to the 
United Nations. The World Council of Churches, the National 
Council of Chu-rches, Roman Catholic and Protestant Enisconal 
bishoprics of America, and various less dist111�uished gatherin�s 
have expressed views on this subject. And what have been the con­
clusions rea�hed bv these influential rhurchmen? In not unexnec­
ted conformity they have dee la red themsPlves in wholehearted sup­
port of this organizat1ori, have called f'or simila.r exnrE:ssions uf 

,- sympathy from their respective const1 tuencies, and have seemed to 
imply that opryosition to, or criticism of, the UN is unchristian, 
isolationist, or even the work of the devil. 

If these utte� ances reflected noth1r1g more thB n the nerso­
nal opinions of the men involved� there would be little to cri­
ticize beyond the views expressed therein. But what makes the 
situation so ludicrous and grotesque is that they are oublici­
zed and presented as, and believed by many to be, reoresentative 
of the entire memberships of the cCJmmur1ions involved. Further, 
these opinions are in varying degrees intt:rpreted as being the 
views most consonant with C!"-,r1-stiar1 consc1e11ce and morality. In 
order to clarity the situation, I should llke to ore sent the fol-

"""' lowing points for consiaeration. 

First, my intention is not to list the seemingly endless 
number of fallacies and dangers inherent in the UN, but to show 
that there is substantial ground for criticism and skeoticism. 
To accomplish this I shall mention just six of these: 1) A Char­
ter with membership requirements which are made a mockery; 2) A 
Covenant of Rights which is the product more of Soviet oromntings 
than Western, which acknowledges the arbitrary State, not God, to 
be the source and dispenser of rights, which in reality is a list 
of the desires, not rights, of mankind and which is formulated on 
the false assumotion that common beliefs about, and definitions 

,- of, such "rights" on the oart of the nations involved need not 
precede their formal declaration; 3) The declared intention of 
combating aggression coupled with the failure after 12 years to 
define the word "aggression"; 4) The fantastic not.ion that in­
ternational morality can be entrusted to a simple ma.iority vote; 
5) A fragmentary treatment of issues which tends to ignore past 
and resultant events and therefore results jn ir,adf'quate and un­
just decisions; 6) A state of moral bankruptcy which apnlies one 
code for the strong and another for the weak; so on, ad infinitum. 

Second, I do not wish to dismiss the "House of Glass" as a 
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monument to futility, nor do  I suggest that  the UN should be 
dissolved . Obscurantism is not the solution . But I do  suggest 
that we have an ob_ligation to clear away propaganda surrounding 
it and see it for what it is , not what we would like it to be, 
Of course , if  we accept the popular syllogism that the UN is the 
only way to peace , that the church is for peace . and so the 
church must support the UN .  then we are stopped cold , 3ut is 
the first premise valid ? 

... 5 

Has the centralization of power and planning in the realm 

C 
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of government ever been shown to be the solution of man ' s  prob­
lem.5 , i . e . , if we consult the testimony of h istory?  And does I 
not the UN orovide the framework for the most all-encompassing r ;  
tyranny and the most universal and "holy war" in the history of 
man by virtue of the fact tha t the UN mentality pumps "messianic 
pressure" into the old dream vf a world emoire under a s ingle 
le!;al code , and by virtue of thf' fact that  to bring this about 
e1 ther '-Te stern or Soviet concepts of justice and law must oerish? 

Third . although the American government is eager for church 
supoort of its UN policies in order to sanctify them 9 does the 
cornorate church have the right to grant such supnort ? It would 
�eem that the tendencies of the church toward this form of theo­
c ratic imperialism are unjustified o Pity the church that lets 
itself be used to advance the political and soc ial aims of a 
small , ecclesiastical bureaucracy which has identified its own 
desires with the will of God , 

This is not to deny that the church must speak -- so  it 
must � But it must not speak as a pressure group . Rather it 
must address itself to ind ividuals and to society with the proc­
lamation of the gospel ; it must not advocate programs of politi­
cal and social action . Archbishop William Temple , · h imself an 
a rdent social actionist , stated , " It is of crucial import that 
the church acting corporately should not commit itself to any 
na rticular oolicy of social action . "  

It is doubtful that the gospel can ever be furthered by 
political means since the latter require pressure and coercion ,­
in varying degree . There is a difference between the church 
�oing into politics and the church proclaiming the gospel to 
individuals who then carry it with them into their horizontal 
social and oolitical relationships , Dean Inge wisely observP.d : 
11 No church ever goes into politics without coming out badly 
smirched , "  

Fourth , the indvidual Christian , while having the right to 
orooa�andize for the UN , cannot delegate this role to his church 
and then allow his church to speak for h im on such matt&rs , 



t 
Conversely , the ind ividual Christian or a group of representa­
tive Christians cannot claim to speak for the entire church on 

rig _. such a subject as  the UN . But , if and when the individual 
Christiar1 doe s  choose to s peak , he  has the respum,1bil1ty to  
acquaint himself with the realities of  the  situation . A valid ,  the 

>-

Christian , moral Jud gment of the UN requires a knvwled ge uf 
Christian morality and a knowleage of the facts of the UN . It 
would appea r t ha t  few Christians pos0ess  both of these require-
ments . 

In retrospect , I would like to pose the following que:; t1011 : 
Does the confus ior, surruund rng th1s  1S5Ue stem from ar1 ir1adE:: , 

,- quate cor.(:.eot or definition of the church or  uf the UN? Is our 
,r inability t0 pron0ur1ce valid , mura l  Jud gment� 011  such i s sue::., 
tic the result uf a substitution of oroximate goa ls and exped ient 

means to these .�ua l s  f or the ulti:r:ate and lasting truths and 
purposes of Christ1.an:1ty 7 Is the meddling of the churcn in the 

.sh1 political realm an attempt Lo cover ove r or fill a vacuum cre-

'Ch 

ld 
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ated by a lack c,f adequate theology- and a subsequent fa ilure to 
reach society with the gospel of Christ ? At least the confused 
social actionists have the courage of their con+'usions . What 
is needed is the sweeping away of thes� con+-usions . 

Finally , I would like to ask the admir11stra tion of this 
seminary to justify two things � the use of the seminary chapel 

. and the chapel hour for the prooa�and izing of the UN , last Octo­
,. ber, by representatives of the CCIA under the nretext of sneak­

ing about the work of the CCIA ; and with reference to this same 
t· occasion ,  the distribution of propaganda literature , published 

by an organization which makes no attempt to conceal its own 
leftist and pacifist nature , and whose leader has in the past 
evidenced a lengthy record of  associating himself formally with 
Communist�front outfits . 

We live in an age of the submergence of the individual , an 
age which is rushing toward collectivism of one kind or another .  
The Bolshevists inspired by a dynamic , gnostic , messianic con­
viction of their miss ion to transform the world are waging per-

.,. petual war against us , Under such conditions there is no war-
ra 1t for an over1J,·-opt1mistic idealism produced by an enthusiasm 
which prevents clear value judgments . 

The church must not rush to embrace whoever or whatever seeans 
to orofess similar goals and purposes such as peace . r,1e would 
do well to listen once again to the words of Dean Inge : " The pow� 
ers of evil have won their greatest triumphs by capturing organ­
izations which were formed to defeat them. " God grant that no 
branch of the One , Holv , Catholic and Apostolic Church ever 
fin� itself forced to renounce its political entanglements and 

1 fellow-travelling . 



IN , WITH, AND BEYOND THE UNITED NATIONS , 

., = Tom Mugavero _,. s, 

Whe11 or1e takes a tour vf th€. headqua rters of the lJni ted Na-
tions i11 New York City 9 he is sooner or later DT!pI essed by one b 
very uh� ious fact . The ideology of the UN � ii1 so  f a r  a s  it is P 
expre� �ed in the art a 11d architect"Llre of its bu:Lld lr1gs 9 c onsis- h 
tently characterizes men i11  the process of struggb.ng w ith his t 
own TJroblerns O and working ot.t in.., own ::.olt.t,ions .  u 

After tln..s initial glimose ,  one begi: ,s t,o quest 1 01 1  the ex� i 
1.s tence of a religious f oundation withir1 1he:: orgara2..ativn . Fur- n 
th� r iavestiga ti0r, intu the Cha rter of the UN d is covers the t.i.se ,- � 
,Jf ;:; uch terminology as justi ce , freed 0m , and human d igrnty , but 
there i::, no reference to God . 

This is certair1ly a reve::l.a tJ. ci , .  To one who is caressingly 
:ontented in the:: uozy sinc erity of our own r1a tiunal policies , 
this is quite a jolt . Isn I t thi.:. a compromise with paganism? 
How can any wo1 ·la orgariiza tion hopo to bring pea c e  to the earth 
if it re fuses to recognize the ::;upreme beu1g in its offic ial do­
�uments? And certainly i if this United Nations mus t. exist at all. 
the holy churches of God should hav e nothing to do with it . 

This might be desc ribed as a typical pre- thought rea c tion. 
It is one that is obviously full of holes , and is here used to ,..... 

' 

exhibit one extreme view on the sub Ject . The opposing extreme 
sees the UN as a super- government resoonsible for it� a ctions in 

* that sense . Th is super=government may or may not be desirable, 
but the UN cannot at present lay claim to the title . 

I.et us rather take the aporoa ch of common sense , and begin 
with man ' s  desperate situa tion . Internationally speaking , man­
kind i ::,  oerched perilously on the edge of the abys s .  After 12 
vears of cold war, we a re still uncomforta bly c lose to a total 
�onflict . Our last desperate h0oe at oresent , is in the constan\ 
yet na t !"OW bridge of understanding that exists in a UN type of 
a rf;an; zatiun .  Thi5 world oa rliament , no m:i tter how effe;ctive or 

"r :_;__ne1'fec ti11 �, i.s the only common ground on whic h  east may meet 
west . Without it , the fuse is set, the explosion is sure . 

Any d iscuss ion of the United Nations must start at this very 
ooint, in recognition of the tense world situation , and in full 
c ognizance of the unbelievable havoc  of another total war .  It 
seems that oetty objections lose validity in the light of this 

* For discussion of this extreme view see: R . N iebuhr , "The U.N.  
is Not a World Governnent . "  Reporter Magazine , March 7 ,  1957. 

- 10- � 
I 



1 blinding fact. An 
dispensable. Onl,y 

ro _. subject valid. 

international organization like the UN is in­
upon thi5 presupposition are discussionsoi the 

Na� No one will a rgue that the 12 year history of the UN has 
� been one of oure li ght. Mistakes, a ggres sion and oppression have 
5 plagued that  history ,  and in some cases the UN has been found 
,- helpless and disgraced " Injustice has been and still is tol� ra-
5 ted . Perhaps the best illustration here is  the unrealistic and 

unjust exclusion of the actua l 1;overnment of China fr0m i ts ri gt:1r 
ful seat in the couricils of the United Nations . The failures are 

t= indeed obvious i but these are offset in many cases by real achiev-
u-- ments. It is  not my purpose  to describe any of these exc:eot to  
;e r point out that  they exist .  
Lt 

I think that it is fair to sum uo what has been said thus 
far, by characterizing the world organization as im� rfect, yet 

y indispensable. It is  oa tent that t he UN fits into wther' s ca­
tegory of natural orders, which als o  includes other institutions 
such as the national state and the family. These, accord ing to 

h I.uther, are divinely ordained and at the same time s i nful, being 
o- administered by s inful men. They are all imoerfect and indis­
al.li pensable. 

in 

1 

The function of these natural orders is to oreserve order 
and to punis h  the evildoers. For thi s purpose, the church re-

� cognizes and supports both the state and the family. So also 
should the church recognize the indispensabilitv and the imoer­
fect nature of the UN, and then suooort the organi zation accor­
dingly. 

mt, 

There are two comments about the work of the UN that are of 
particular relevance he re. We see in its function of ore serving 
world order an historical parallel to the peace of the Roman Em­
pire in the time of the ea rly church. The function of these na­
tural orders was and is to orovide the stability and the order 
within which the church i s  able to oly its primary trade, the 
proclama tion o f  the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

A more particular task  of the United Nat i ons is to relate 
American oower to the weak and American prosperi ty to the imoo­
verished. Through its work in huma n rights, e conomic and social 
welfare, and its programs for educati on �nd merlical care, the UN 
provides channels by which man ' s  concern for his fellow man might 
be expressed . Despite its massive and imnersonal character, cer­
tainly here is the sug�est ion of the horizontal extens ion of love . 
This world organization then, though it is not conscious of !Jed, 
though it does not hypocritically fla sh  the divine name in its 
documents, through all its imperfection, still acts as  an instru­
ment of the living God. 

-ll-



When I advocate support of the United Nations on the part 
of the churches , I do not s peak of blind acceotance of all the 
oolicies and actions of the organization . Perhaps this support ­
can �st be discussed j n  terms of the title of this a rticle, 
whJ ch may a ppear blasphemous to some . In , with, arni beyond the 
United Nations . 

The churches have the resoonsibility to act 1!l the 
UN . Here they must express the vi ews of the Christian 
oeople in the world, and advoca te policy in line with 
these views . 

The churches must act with the UN in matters of re­
lieving the suffering, the hunger and the ignorance in 
the world . 

The churches must act beyond the United Nations when 
its policies ignore or perpetuate injustice . Here the re­
sponsibility involves sneaking critically and coura geously 
to the issues at hand . 

The churches are called to the support of a world organi­
zation which has been divinely orda ined for the purpose of pre­
serving oeac� and stability in the world . This supoort must 
eve r be intelligent, critical , a nd always in the li�ht of the 
fundamental resoonsibili tY of the churches, the oroclama tion of 
the gosoel. 

... - - -
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A FAREWELL TO CYrTO SCHJ-UNK • • • 

I i  
"Who told Schmink what to  wear for graduat ion ? "  

" Oh ,  awright Schmink , just once more . --Lad ies 
and Gentlemen , the Nat ional Rad io Pulpit 
speaker t od ay is • • •  11 

'( �  

' )' 

� -·· � :�t � 
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PHOTOGRAPHICALLY SPEAKING 

Peter Bornemann and Edward R .  Hanson ,,. 

Another academic year nears its end, but not without some 
tangible record, in the form of the following pictorial review, 
of what has hap oened on campus. 

To Mt. Airy ( 1) comes an enterprising  student body, eviden­
ced by the windows in "D" Hall ( 2) during Advent . Unfortunately, 
Dr. Fry ' s visit (3 ) came a few days too early for him to appre­
ciate this display of Christian symbolism . The fall conference 
of I . S . M .  helrl at Mt .  A iry featured our own Mr. lazareth (4) am 
Dr . Ruf f ,  editor of The llltheran , (5) as principal speakers. r" 
During most of the year the campus coTTlIT'.unity settles down to no� 
mal activities, such as basketball -- witness  the jump-shot by 
Elton Richards ( 6). Naturally ,  there is some reason to use the 
library -- there scholarly students "press  toward the mark" (7 ) ,  
and Mr . Schild (8)  keeps meticulous count of those who wander 
among the stacks in the evenin� hours . 

Life would be dull if it were all work and no olay ; there­
�ore this two pa�e sample of the extras in a seminarian ' s  ex­
oerience . In the field of oa inting , the faculty is  ably repre­
sented by Dr. Doberste in .  But at least two middlers also exist 
in this category of "artist-theologian . "  ".-le visit the studios 
o f  Messrs . Oestreich (9) and Creiss (10). Symposia are an attrac-� 
tion for some of the student body � Dr . Zahn of Temple University 
(11)  was one of  four speakers on Christian Education , and on an­
other occasion a group from Fellowship House (12 ) conveyed their 
mes sage through words, songs , and slides .  

�umors to the contrary ,  Mt . Airy students  are thoroughly 
ec lll'Tler. ical--even to the extent o f  being "all things to all men" 
and so  Hanukkah was celebrated by a few "ego-maniacs " (13 ) .  We 
nea r  the intellectual summ it with four rec ipients of Trexler 
fellowships : Dick Niebanck , Don Sukosky , Don Luck and Fred 
�rick ( 1 .  to r . ,  14) .  It has been noised about that the ' 57 
Plymouth, before which they stand , is an additional gift--the "V" Kaufmann Award for the best essay on 11 Parking Problems Past and 
Present . n A more diligent crew of workers than 'the Seminarian 
s ta f f . in the midst of a "fold and staple" ses sioo(l5) ,  would 
b-=  t1ard to find . The t1..f�oonery of the Fastnacht Social was 
superb this year . " Par son-to Parson , "  a take-off presented by 
the middler class , featured "Edward R.  Murrow" visiting the 
Bag gers (16) 

A chorus from the Wives '  Club was on hand (17) . Pete Onks 
pantomimed such singer s a s  Jolson , Ray, (continued on page 19) 
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SENIOR BANQUET 

• James A .  Scherer , dean-elect of the newly-created School of 
1 

Missions at the Chicago Luth'!!ran Seminary ,  will be the speaker 
at the 1957 Senior Banquet . Ordained in 1952 g Scherer has ,  since 
that time , been l iving in Japan where he has done extensive work 
in evangelism . He also held brief pastorates in that country 
and was associate edi tor of the " Japan Christian Quarterly '1 for 
a one-year term .  

Now engaged in graduate work at Union Theological Sem ina:-y ,  
Scherer will assume his educati onal duties off icially somet ime 
before the school opens next September.  Special fun ct ion of the 

r' school will be the training of new missions candiciates .  It will 
be operated jointly by the Chicago Seminary and the Board of For­
eign Mission s .  

� 

This year ' s  banguet will again be held at St . Mark ' s  Luther­
an Church ,  on April JO .  It is  scheduled to begin at  6 : 15 p .m .  
and will be preceeded by a half-hour organ recital by Donald 
Sukosky. 

Master-of-ceremonies f or the evening is to be John Adam . 
Departing f rom past tradition , the skit will use personnel from 
each class ; it nas been written by the inimitable team of Rogers 
and Luck.  

Jack Prir,t zenhoff , general chairman of the banquet committee , 
has also announced that the annual Lutheran Brotherhood award 
will be presented by a representative of the company at thi s ti�e .  

PHOTOGRAPHICALLY SPl<'�KING • • •  
(continued from page 14) 

Monroe ,  and Presley . Only a sequence of photos (18)  can begin to 
convey Pete ' s shuwmanship. The juniors  catch on fast--here 

,- "Bishop" Key s visualizes a paradox in the Heinecken manner (19) . 
To add a note of seriousness to the Fastnacht program , tne sen­
iors concluded by reading scenes from Marc Connelly' s Green 
Pastures ( 20) . 

After any toilsome endeavor--clas s ,  study , T.V. , volleyball, 
etc.--an afternoon nap is  in order . Professional ethics prevents 
us from identifying this slumbering senior ( 21) . Not to be oMitted 
is this magnificent shot of Pete Muhlenberg--patina and all ( 22) . 
The big "theological" c ontroversy of the year raged between ad­
ministration and students  about an "existential" problem--park-
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ing , student autos and financial obligations . The student call 
to  de-bate was a bulletin board plastered to  such an extent that 
Luther ' s  posting of the 95 Theses would be m odest in comparison -
( 23 & 24) .  

Finally, lest Dr. Luther be ignored , lest the calling be 
neglected , lest study hours dwindle , this photographic oanorama 
concludes with : the Martin Luther statuette in the library 
(25 ) ; the trio from Church of the Redeemer ,  Utica , N .Y.--Carl 
Wied ige r ,  Dick Niebanck and Bob Seibold (1 . to r o , 26 ) ;  a senior 
perusing the Book of Concord (27 ) ; and synmos ium m oderator Art 
Henne flanked by reoresentatives of the Democrat and Republican 
parties ( 28 ) .  

Photographically speaking ,  it has been a good year. Never 
a dull moment at Mt .  Airy1 * * • 
Photo credits : Bornemann - 3 ,  4 ,  5 ,  8 ,  11 , 1 2 ,  18 , 23 , and 24, 
Hanson - 1 ,  2 ,  6 ,  7 ,  9 ,  10 , 13 , 14 , 15 , 16 , 17 , 19 , 20 , 22, 25, 
26, 27 , and 28 . • • • 

CAMrus NEWf. • • 

. .  

�-' 
Principal speaker at the commencement service this year will 

be the Rev . Dr . Harry F. Baughman , president of the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary,  Gettysburg , Pa .  

The service will be held at St . Michael ' s  Evangelical Luther, 
an Church,  6671 Germantown Ave . , Wednesday , May 15 , at 11 a.m. 
Forty-nine seniors will be graduated , and two students will re­
ceive S .T .M. degrees . 

Following the service a luncheon will be served in the re­
fectory for graduates , their families and friends , as guest s  of 
the seminary• 

• * • 
A receotion arranged by the faculty wives for seniors and 

their guests will be held Tuesday , May 14, from 8 t o  10 p.m. in 
the refectory. 

* * * 

As a result of STUDENT BODY EIECTIONS• the following men 
were elected to serve for the coming year :  



Ds.ve Eichner • • • • • • •  pres ident  
Dave Mangiante • • • • •  vice  president 

.,,,. K:3.rk Engdahl • •  o o • • •secretary 
John Kinard • • • • • • • •  treasurer 
James Haney • • • • • • • •  pub licity chairman 
Elton Richards • • • • •  athletic chairman 
Carl Wiedeger • • • • • •  b ookstore representative 

Chosen by Dr. Seltzer and the chapel  comm ittee to serve as 
Junior Sacristan for the coming year is Dave Godshall • 

• • • 
A prefabricated Lutheran chapel in Japan is $550 nearer com­

pletion as a result of the HEYER COMMISSI ON drive f or funds . Co­
chairman Earl Strawn and Gus WedemE;71 �r report that the campaign 
went "over the top11 of its campus goal of $500 toward the com­
pletion of the chapel. 

• • • 
The new refectory � took over -M3.rch 29 under the guidance 

of new Headwaiter Tom Stennett . Back for another year of soup 
spilling are veteran waiters Tom Clay , Hal Geiss , Dave M3.ngiante , 
and Dick Trudo , with Paul Pfadenhauer and Al Hanson serving their 
apprenticeship. T he boys with dishpan hands are Ken Fieldstadt , 

,- Bill Heil , and Al Gesler , with George Long and Paul Mertzlufft 
learnir.g the trade u Back for his third year in the "pot and pan 
pit" is Art Haimerl ,  and with him is his third assistant , Dave 
Mcilvried . Peering through the kitchen window this y�ar wil l  be 
Carl Olin. 

• • • 
Following recent elections , the Junior class  reports that 

the following men have been chosen to f ill its administrative 
posts for the coming year : 

Roy Roderick • • • • • • •  pres ident 
,- Bill Heil . . . . . . . .. . .  vice president 

Tom Mugavero • • • • • • •  secretary 

Dave Mcllvried • • • • •  treasurer 
Don Wert • • • • • • • • • • •  social chairman 
Al Gesler • • • • • • • • • •  athletic chairman 

• • • 
Art Henne and Klaus Wehrmeister will represent Mt .  Airy at 

the Washington , R.Q.. ,Seminar for Lutheran Students April 14-1?. 
This year issues to  be discussed include : the responsibility of 
the Christian in a democracy , and Christians in public life.  � -21-



The next scheduled  mee ting of the ASSOCIATION OF UJTHERAH 
SEMINARIANS during the Thanksgiving recess at Harrm,.a Divinity 

, 

School , Springfield 
9 Ohio. r--

* * * 

No meal  will be served at the campus hangout on the eve­
ning of May 1 .  B�g inning at approximately 5 : 30 , Vespers fol­
lowed by a "d oggie" roast will be held at the fireplace behind 
Mr . Kaufrnann ' s  home . 

Dr . and Mrs . Bag�er ,  and Dr . and Mrs .  Snyder ,  plus off 
campus students and the ir wives will be the guest of the student 
b ody . In ca se of rain , the affair will be held in the re fectory r 
- -buffet  style . Menu for the evening : hot d ogs ( roasted to 
your pre ference--by you ) ,  baked beans , relish, ice c ream

9 and 
coffee . 

* * * 

The Rev . H. Geor�e Ande rson will be the speake r this year ,  
as the choir relaxes and en jovs its annual feast at the Cresheim 
Arms Hotel on Monday , May lJ o The banquet will c ommence at 
6 : 10 o . m. 

During the semester ,  five conce rts have been g iven by the 
grouD . In addition to two performances in Philade lphia , the 
choir traveled to Bethlehem;  Jamaica , N . Y . ; and Red Hill , Pa.  
�lecti0n of new officers will be held at  the choir ' s  rehearsal 
on Tuesday , April 16. 

* * 

The fol lowing men have been accepted and approved to serve 
internsh ips for the 1957-58 school year :  

Edwin L. Druckenmille r - Emmanuel Ulthe ran Church, Souderton,  
Pa . ,  W . R .  Seaman , pastor. 

Ha rold i1_ Geiss - S t .  Pete rs, Baldwin , Long Island ; Pastor 
S , O ,  HirzeL 

�usta� H.... Wedemeye r, Jr . - Youth Associate, unde r  supervi-
sion of  the Luther league of America . '?1 

pa �l � !:!,Qh_ - Lutheran Church in Ithaca, New York ; John W. 
Vanarsda l l, pastor . 

/}eorge � Zinsman - Luthe ran Church of  the Epiphany, Hempstead, 
Lon� Island , Pastor H . N . Gibney. 

* * * 

Don lllCk, area chairman ; Paul Hoh , area treasurer ;  and F.d 
Hanson, camous chairman , represented  Mt . Airy at a meeting of 
the exe cutive committee of the Philadelphia Area Interseminaty 
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,,. 
Movement . The committet: met April 11th at Eastern Ba ptiat Sem-­
inary to elect area office rs and make plans for 1957-.58 activi0 

tie s o  

Campu.s reprnsentative Ed Han::.011  a l s o  n:,ports thd.t the Fourth 
North Ame1·1ca11 Triennial Conferer . ..;;� of th� Int1::rsemiLary Mov e •  
ment will be hel.d Augu.st c..'i to SeptembE:: 1 } , a t  Ote rlirj Colh: c,;e , 
Oberl in , Oh:10 . It is antic. j_p.:; ted that at lea�t two st.udcrits 
will repte s ei .t Mt o A iry , 

* 

Faculty news A vi.s it was mad e  by Dr . Bagg-E.: r 9 Mr . I.a2a r·eth 
• and a gruup of inte rested se1 ,1or students , L0  a lu:ture a nJ d i s  

cussion grouo meeting of + he Arnu i ca1 1s  f o r  the Com-c,e ti tive En­
terprise Syst(;;m Inc . This gf ,.:;up i!'> a n 1 1on° prufit . non-p0l:l ticci 1 ,  
citizE:n;s 1 mCiv-ement to demonstrate the St,per 1or1.ly of the Am8ri ­
cci n cumpet1tive sy .:;tem ove r ariy form of collectivi,::,m : tha t is , 
CommW1ism 0 Fas cism . or Soc ialism. " This meeting was a pa rt of 
the A .C o E .S o 1 s cle rgymen '' s proisram, one of a nu.mber oi programs 
for d ifferent groups with which they sE:eK rapn0rt . 

* * * 

Miss Hor·t ha s  returned to her home , :following hospitaliza~ 
tion for a foot in jury , but is still under trea tment by her 

,.. physician . 
* * * 

The following officers will serve the Seminary WIVES ' CLUB 
for the coming school year ; 

Mrs. Nancy Ebling • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  president 
Mrs . Jane Ann Spohn • • • • • • • • • • • • •  first vice-president 
Mrs . Bi:,bbie Servey • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  second vice-oresident 
Mrs . Donna Johnson • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  treasurer 

During the course of the year the Wives ' Club has en joyed 
an active and d iversified series of orograms and speakers . 

,,. Several activities still remain on the schedule of the group 
for this spring . Among these will be a trip to Iankenau Hosoi­
tal and a program a t  which �'rs . wuise Wilde will sreak on "The 
Pastor' s  Wife in a City Church . "  

* * 

The 1957-58 academic year will begin for upoerclassmen with 
a communion service and registrat ion on Wednesday , Sept . 11. 
Classes begin Thursday, Sept . 12. New students are s:heduled 
to begin Sept . 9.  
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we 
t o  a closE, 0 sev eral ann(,uncements cf ; 
released by Bcok s tore Manager Hal r--

mj 

BOOKSTORE ANNOUNCEMENT • •  • 
As the semester draws 

general intere st hav·e been 
Henry. 

F1.rst • a wurd concerning payi:nent 0f b ills . All b:1lls should wj 
be paid in full by t he end of exal'll!:; . However �  by special arrange­
ment , a bill of not more than $60 . 00 may be left outstand ing at 
the end of the term. Pers on::. who prefer t o  d o  thi.::. will under- bE 
s tand that regula r payments a re to be made d ur ing the summ1:1r 
months so that the bill will be pa id 1I1 full Ly the beginning of 
the fall term. 

A .second announcement concen1s the deadlines for ordering 
material::, from the bookstore . For the seniors, the deadline willr 
be Wednesday , April 17 . All other s  shvu.ld have the ir orders in , 
by Friday ,  M3.y J •  

Finally II a II gala book sale II will be held d ur 1.ng the regular 
b oukstore hours on Wednesday , May 1 .  

ANG[L ANTIC5 · · · 
�- Tom Clay 

�.rhat kind of yea r has it been? It 1 8 been a year of upsets, 

0 

t 
d 

t 

;i  Pancho" Kennedy topped Art "Guss ie" Anders 0n in opening round i 
cf  the fall tennis tourney . Middlers outplayed (prayed ) dotter- r, 

ing seniors in volleyball . Roger William' s d escendents , Eastern 1 

11 �ww a id they get this way" Baotists slay the Angels 21-14 at. � 
A rmagedd on in football . 

The Angels record on the boards was nothing short of phe­
n,:.Menal--they lost 12 straight . Parenthetically , they began by 
w inning and ended by winning , remaining true t o  their calling 
witn a touch of Alpha and Omega .  

Hal "Beck" Henry and John "Mumbles "  Worth outdrew Reirnet 
and Kinard in the final fracas of the 1 57 pinochle tournament . 
The stakes---the bookstore and Carl Schmoyer , bibliographer. "j," 

" New Talent 11 Gessler showed some fanta s tic fines s e  -which 
h ighlighted the basketball sea son . It is hard t o  shoot from the 
bench and be a top scored 

Emne ror John Adam and M3.dame Butterfly were stunned by a 
flying "missal , " reminiscent of his First Wo!'ld War days , as they 
motored from the campus . This marked the first balloon fatality 
of the current season .  With all probability there would have 
been more a s  the juniors read ily took to the sport--but cold 
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, weather hamoered the outdoor a ctiv ity. 
of , S:is anyone seen George II Farouk" Anderson? 

,.- Elton "Wesley" Richards took the solemn oath of office , Com,., 
missar of Athlet ics , from ex officio Clay . Richards was bedecked 

tould with the covenantal si� , the sacred girdle . 
•anp 
at Sport quote of the yea r :  

be a poor loser� - practice . 11 
" If you don ' t have the ability to 

-=Don II Shell-Shocked" Sa fford. 

ot' 

CATALOO OF THE SAINTS ...,_.., WITH ADDRESSES 

=- Edward C o Gibbs 

lar News Fl.asht One=third of the Mt . Airy students have walked 
off the campus . Nv 9 it I s not a st. rike . It I s May 15th and we h,�pe 
that we seniors a re all leav ing wit.h B oD . ' s .  Tha t ,  of course g 
depends on whether our bookstore bills have been pa id .  

Where are we going ? The largest group , 17 , is going intc 
the parish minist ry a s  pastor� It looks as if Dave ACOSTA i� 

ty going the greatest distance-�ba ck home tu  Puerto Rico . He 1 ll be 
pastor of St . Peter I s in Tua Ba ja . Paul BARANEK is going t.o Sts .  
Peter & Paul Slo vak Church in H.:t zleton 0 Pa .  Dave KISTLER is :s. 

1 going to the Clays burg Lutheran Charge -- Central Penn Sy1iod . 
ir- 'rJohn BUCHER will be pastor of Gra ce Church, Erie 9 Pa .  -- Pitts-
tm burgh Synod . Bob KELL'! is going to Zion and St . Michael Churches 

'-.41 in Doylestown and �r�hallv ille , Ohio . Parsonage address : lJb 
Gates St . ,  Doylestown . 

ry 

he 

1ey 
;y 

The Ministerium gets the credit for the largest number of 
pastors . Pete GRIMES is goin� to the Centeroort Pa rish, Center­
port, Pa . Charlie MERTZ is going to Zion , Spring City ( R . D . ), 
Pa . Parsona ge : 232 Yost Ave . Durrell SEIP is  going to the Quak­
ake-Dela no Pa rish ; parsonage in Quakake , Pa .  '1eorge SPIEKER 
will go to St . Paul ' s  in '}ordon , Pa .  Ernie �vAX130M will be come 
pastor of the Nuremberg-Sheppton Pa rish ; address : Nuremberg, Pa .  

yieorge ZIEGSNFUS i s  going to New Tripoli Lutheran Church, New 
Tripoli, Pa .  That makes s ix pastors for the Ministerium. 

,,.. 

Three are e;oing to New York . Hank BRAU is e;oing to Prince 
of Peace , Binghamton . Ernie SPAN GIER to Raymertown Illtheran 
Church;  parsona ge address : R . D .  1, Troy. Jack TRATTrzOTT will be 
oastor of St . John ' s, The Bronx; address : 1343 Fulton Ave . , 
Bronx 62. 

Three pastors for New Jersey. Phil LYNCH as pastor of St . 
Luke ' s, Dunellen. The parsonage address is 318 Mountain View Ter.  
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Al SCHRUM will go to Grace Church, Bayonne ; parsonage : 43 West , 
37th St . George RIEKER has a call to St . Ma rk 1 s, Hackensack; 

h 

pa rsonage : 177 Ross Ave. 

They say that some of us a re a little wary of the plunge anl 
will start out as assistant pastors . Seven for New York Synod ,  
Yours t ruly, Ed GIBBS, going t o  Incarnation , B�ooklyn . Cag on. 
SON is goin� to Christ Church in Wantagh, L. I .  Roge r �REENTANER 
to Redeemer in Rocheste r .  Hank HUND has been called to St. Ste­
phens, Hicksville, L. I .  Dick SIEMANN is going to St . David ' s, 
Massapequa Park, L. I .  Dick S"tlANSON to ,..,10od She ohe rd, Roosevelt , 
L. I . ; parsona�e ; ,9 9abylon Turnpike . Mort TALBar is going to 
Covenant llltheran Church, Brooklyn . 

r" i  
H 
7 
'j 
A 

Th ree assistants for the M1nisterium. ·.'1alt HITCHCOCK has 
been called to St . Paul ' s ,  Lansdowne . Don IANDIS to St . Paul ' s ,  
Glenside .  Pe�er UNKS to Trinity , Perkasie . 

Earl STRAWN is the Pi tt.s.burg Syn od  I s lone assistant pastor, 

� 

He ' s  going to Holy Trinity, Erie , Pa .  

Some of the fellows have dP,cided to mix in a little adven­
ture . Fou r a re �oing to be mjssio� develooe rs . Mci rty Acker is 
&1,orng to the Churc h of the '1ood Shenhe rd D King of Prussia, Pa ,  
A r t  ANDERSON will work in =:lrentwood, L. I . : oarsonage : 169 Penn-

r 

.w·1va nia Ave . ,  3avshore, L, 1 .  J oe HOLT will be a mission devel­
ooer f or the ,..,ieor gia-Alabama Svnod in Decatur, Ga . No address r 

tr.ere -- vet. Try his home address ; 109 N .  Ma in St . Sumte r, S ,  
Cd rolina . The New Je rsey Svnod ,;ets Gu� WUESTEFELD for the 
Sa vrevi lle-M3.dison Towns rip mi = sion field. No address there, 
P,ithe r .  You ca n conta ct him c / o  Fl oyd , 40 Chr istie St . ,  Ridge­
f'ield Park, N . J .  

Don A�IC�S heads to the fil:& chaplaincy. He ' ll be at Fort 
Slocum for awhile, but your best bet is his home address : 4 Sher­
man Ave . ,  Bronxville, N . Y. Art HENNE is thinking o f  foreign 
missions . If  he decides favorably, he will be at the new mission 
.s.chool in Chicaso for a vea r .  Home address : 249 Melbourne Ave , , 
l-.farna roneck, New York . -, 

Five membe rs of  our class aren ' t  satisfied yet .  They plan 
to  �et a little more learnin 1 • The scholars a re : Fred FRICK 
who is going to study at Temple . Guess he ' ll stay at his old 
Ph illv address : 106 E .  Moreland . Don LUCK will take a look at 
Edinb�r i;h and James Stewart . His home address is 64 Norwood Ave , , 
Malv� rne, L. I .  Wally MILIER will study at Penn . Home address : 
113 Sande rs Rd . , Buffalo 2J , N . Y. Dick NIE3ANCK is goin� to 
Chicago . Home address : 114 Fa r rington Ave . ,  N .  Tar rytown, N .Y, 
Don SUKOSKY has been accepted at Harvard Divinity School . Write 
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him care of the school in Cambridge, Mass. 

,.- Ten membP-rs of the cla 5 s  are still in the orocess of receiv-
ing calls (as of April l rd) . I ·  11 give you their home addresses • 
Howie BIACK ,, (}olden ,  IlL Rus.5 f1REE�1E ,  BP- rne , N , Y . Bill HUNT!<.:R, 
7320 16th Ave " N .E , ; Sea ttle 15 , Wash , �ill JENSEN will give 
you his address be fore he leaves , Sherwood DP:TB.:R . fi58 Frank1in 
Ave,,  Palmerton , Pa . Ed PM1S0}1 , 1148 Bouleva rd , 8ayorme , N . J .  
Jim McCORMICK , jl':, N .  ',lashi n�ton St , , ApL 2') , 8utler .  Pa . L:>u 
ROGERS , 409 Shi:,ley Rd , ,, rvilmington 3 ,  Del . Don SAFFORD , 8 ]4 
Vine Ave . N o E . , Warren ,  Ohio o I.otr.ar sr.:r.:r;ER , 6816 Quincy St , ,  
Phi la 19 , Pa . 

?'-
I Looks like tha t adds uo to 49 of us . Oh i by the way, where 
· the re are no pa rsonage addre sses available you can locate the 

r 

church address u1 your Y E A R 3 0 0 K ,  Con5tdt notes for Prac 
tical Theolocy hlO on how to use same : 

Please note : All addres ses subject t.o aporoval by examining 
committees � 

ON TH� 500K5�£LF . . .  
The Outsider . By Colin Wilson . Houghton Mifflin Co . :  Boston , 

1956. 281 pages . $4 . 00 .  

-- Reviewed by Norm Melchert 

By analysing a selection of recent conte�pora ry literature 
and philosophy , Colin Wilson makes an attempt to understand the 
sickness of modern man . In the works of Hemingway , Camus, Hesse, 
G . B .  Shaw, Dostoevsky, and many others, he finds cha racte rs whom 
he groups as " Outsiders . "  It's  in the figure of "The Outsider" 
that man ' s  sickness  is made explicit . Who is this Outsider, and 
what is he like? 

Essentially, the Outsider is one who sees more -- and more 
y deeply -- than the ordinary man ; he is the sensitive man. It 

is because of this that he can exemplify the problems at the 
root of every man I s U fe . Whereas many in the 20th century 
never face the chaos and evil of life, the Outsider refuses not 
to face it : if chaos is a reality, he is at least honest enou�h 
not to attempt to escape from it . 

,,... 

The Outsider sees that the masses live in an unreal world . 
They exist almost mechanically, in a • locker room life at low 
tension. "  He • recognizes with penetrating clearness that all 
men are dishonest with themselves • • •  " And, seeing this, he 

... 



"f 
cannot so live. He cannot be one of  the "hollow men" of T.S. 
Eliot ' s  poem. 

The unrealitv of existence plagues him. He yearns to be 
able to throw himself completely into living ;  but often he ca� 
not. He is apt to become one of " these men without m otive who 
stay in their r ooms because there seems to  be no  reason for do­
ing anything else . "  

Q' 
r- c  

u 

] 

1 
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The Outsider ' s  dilemma is put succinctly in a paragraph of 
unusual insight ; "Freedom posits free-will ; that is evident .  
:3ut 1-lill can only operate when there is  first a motive . No mo­
tive 9 no willing. But motive is a matter of  belie f �  you would r 
not want to do anything unless you believed it possible and 
meanin�ful. And belief must be belief in the existence of some­
thing ;  that is to say , it concerns what is real . So ultimately, 
freedom deoends upon the real. The outsider ' s  sense of unreality 
cuts o�f his freedom at  the root. It is as impossible to exer­
cise freedom in an unreal world as it is to jumo while you are 
fallin�. • 

Inevi. tablY the Outsider is driven to religious categories :  
original sin, scilvation, damnation - - though these may not mean 
wha t tl-)ey mear1 in or,hodox Christjani ty. Yet the Outsider is 
inevitably religious, for he asks the religious  question : "What 
sha ll we do wi.th our lives ?"  

' 

.,. 
Mr . �,vilson ' s analysis of  the "l ostness" of m odern man is 

acute . �ut even here he does not reach the decisive categories 
of Christianity ; original sin, for example, is delusion rather 
tha n oride. The reason he does not reach Christian categories 
bec omes clear in his efforts to work out a solution to the Out­
sider 's  oroblem. 

This e f rort occuoies the last one-third of the b ook, and is 
by far the least sa tisfactory nortion. The solution, says Wil­
son, ca nnot be one of faith . For the Outsider "would like to say 
o f  his soluti. on, not "I believe , "  but "I  know. " The exoerience 
o f  reli -=;ious men (such as George Fox and siren Kierkegaard) may "; 
be heloful in oointing a direction , but it cannot be accented 
that theirs was the exoerience of a transcendent God. 

'Mhere, then, is the salvation of man ?  It lies in a harmony 
of  rnind, em otions , ar;d body. The saved individual is T . E .  Law­
rence, Van 1ogh , and Ni jinsky all in one ; Ivan, Alyosha, and 
�itva Karamazov in balance -- for each of these was one-sided. 
All three of these aspec ts must co-exist in an intensity which 
is not known by the subway strap-hanger. 
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How is this hai,aony- of wind .  emotions . and body to be ac­

quired ?  In a decisive act : for vithout any one of these . de­
r'" cisive action is i.,roossible . Salvation from contradicti on and 

unreality, therefore . denends uuon Will. 

It can be seen from this su'llfflary that \ililson limits the so­
lution to immanent categories .  Salvation can cooie only from 
the depths of man hi111.5elf. It is clear how far Colin Wi lson is 
from the realizati on of both the heights and dept}!., Jf man to 
which Christianity witnesses -- in both the statement of the 
oroblem and the solution. 

Nevertheless , if one reads and understands 'Mle Outsider ,  
r one undoubtedly gains rn understanding of  himsel� he too will 

see more -- and "'ore deeply. 'nlis is reason enough to read a 
book. '3ut, in add iti on , it  is generally well written and as 
thrilling as a new detective story. Time soent on 'nle Outsider 
will ha rdly be wasted time .  

.. ,,_ 

.. ,... 

TRANSFIGURATION 

You led us up the JllOunta in 
Into eternal snow. 
We followed in your footsteps 
As far as we could go • 

You walked against the sunshine 
Whose halo crowned your hair. 
Your burning breath beclouded 
The cold . clear mountain air. 

Your countenance escaped us . 
We looked into the light , 
And could not compreherxi you. 
The brilliance was too bright. 

God '  s glory glowed so deeoly 
That no one would return. 
We felt the heavenly fire 
Which caused the bush to bum .  

We did not dread the darkness 
Of the descending night. 
Your fire filled the oil lamps 
With everlasting light. 

Manfred nei�cher 
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A IET'l'ER TO THE EDITOR • • • 

As an Qut-going senior, I would like to call attention to ..,. 
an important facet of theological training which some on campua 1 
don 1 t seem to take too seriously -- namely doctrine. g 

Is it enough to say, " I  believe on the wrd Jesus Christ?• 
The question arises : What Christ? And even though we may like � 
think otherwise, nothing can be said about Christ without doc­
trine being involved � 

Is this Christ the incarnate Logos who dwelt with the fa­
ther before time? And �aking of incarnation , is this Christ 
a man, or the God-man, or is he all d ivine? Many today, even r 
Lutherans, play up the divinity of Christ and in so doing all 
but deny his humanity. Wh2 t relation does this Christ have in 
the Trinity? Is the Trinity still imoortA nt? Since the Church 
thought the Trinity an important enough matter to formulate a 
creed, it seems that we who look forward to being pastors should 
also 11 take this doctrine seriously. " Is this Christ the Jesus 
born of the Virgin Mary? Many today seem willing to "toss out 
the virgin birth because it really isn ' t  necessary in any way." 
The church catholic has confessed its belief in the Christ born 
via a virgin birth for close to 2 , 000 years ; and it d oes make a 
d ifference if we, as Lutherans, are willing to dev iate from the 
fa ith catholic nnd orofess to believe in •some Christ who came 
to us some way, we ' re not too sure how because we can ' t  say r 
anything_ positive about the mystery of the virgin birth , if 
there really was such a thing. " 

Further, is this Christ in whom we profess a " common faith" 
the Chrj st who took humanity with him into heaven? Is this the 
Christ who comes to us in the sacrament of the altar? There 
seems to be a wide ooinion on this, P. Lutheran camous, about the 
" real oresence ; « too wide an opinion ! 

These questj ons do not be�in to cover the field, but are 
sug�es ted for thou�ht on a very important sub ject . In past 
tj mes (and I ' m  not one merely longing for " the good old days" ) �, 
our church has been respected and known for its firm doctrinal 
s tand on manv i ssues . I ' m s incerely afraid this isn ' t the case 
on camnus ; and one reason for this is that we, as  a community 
th;it will in part be the future pastors of ,)11 1 church, don ' t  
sPem to take doctrine seriously . Call this "a  plea for seri­
ousness " if you will ; it merelY is meant to stimulate thought, 
" serious"  thought. 

-- Ernest M. Waxbom, Jr. 
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EASTER MEDITATION 

�0 _. " If Christ has not been raised, then • • •  faith is in vain ." 
)U! 

Truly, if Christ remains in the g rave, what is there to distin­
guish him form many another righteous man ? If he has not been 
raised , God has not revealed himself, and we are in darkness . 

: ?• If Christ is not risen . God cannot be kn own , and meanin g vani-
[e tc shes from li fe . 
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If Christ has not been raised , then the Cross is the final 
word to all life . Then death says the final word ; nature is 
queen over all .  For who but God could vanquish death ? If Christ 
be not raised . then all who d ied in Christ a re dead forever.  

If Christ has not been raised , then love d oes not rule the 
universe . Unreason and chaos reign , not only now, but f'orever 
and ultimately . Then justice amon g men is sillv and love is 
foolish . For if  the universe is not gove rned by justice , why 
should I obey ? If it is not ruled by love , why should I love ? 
If Christ has not been raised , anything is possible ; eat, drink, 
and be merry -- for tom orrow we die � 

If Christ be not raised , Christians are more deluded than 
any other people ;  they are to be most pitied . 

r 
But if Christ has been ra ised , then it ' s  all true -- almost 

too good to be true . Then Christ is not just  one of many ri�ht­
eous men sac rificed to the envy of the rulers . If he has been 
raised , Christ is the revelation of God . Then we are no longer 
in darkness, but flooded by the light of love . If Christ is 
risen, then life is meaningful , for it finds its meaning in him .  

If Christ has been raised, then the Cross is not the end . 
Then death does not have the last word ; nature , too, stands sub­
servient to the loving rule of God . If Christ is not dead, then 
those who died in him a�e not de�d, but sleeping . 

If Christ has been raised, then love rules the universe . 
r,,- The world is not unmeanin g chance or chaos, but under a loving 

will. Justice reigns , and I must obey.  love rules, and I must 
l ove . 

If Christ is risen, fa ith in �.red is not a delusion . Then 
Christians are not to be pitied -- for who pities one who has 
been richly blessed ? If  Christ is raised, faith is not futile, 
but tru th .  For then we abide in him, and he he who ll the 
truth -- abides in us . 

Norm Melchert 
-31-
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AN EDITORIAL • 0 • 

Looking back through the current academic year, I ' d like to 
call your attention to several " firsts 11 for the staff of The 
Seminarian o The Handbook appeared for the first t ime in a com­
pact new format, with illustrations. As an experiment the staff 
covered the ULCA convention im Harrisburg via PRT news releases ,  
and "The Convention Bulletin" was distributed da ily on the sem. 
inary campus . Another innovat ion wa s the posting of special 
PRT news releases on the Main Dorm bullet in board. And --before 
it passes unnot iced -- this issue of The Seminarian is the big­
gest issue ever published by the staff. On behalf of the staff 1 
I hope that these firsts and the regular s ix issue s  of The Sem• 
jnarian kept the Mt. Airy community informed, entertained, and 
enlightened. 

Uns lmg He ro Awa rd s : I 1 d personally J.ike to g l"IT'e special 
thallk 3 t0  the se men-behind ��the - scenes who WtJTe re sponsible for 
thb J Cd. ,  ' 5  r,rod u.ct1(;n.j �- Cag Gibson D Bd:i Ke lly 

D Torn Stennett , 
d ; ,ct 1 ,e-w :.:c-mel:' Car 1 Oi 1.; . 1 0r their  ra :i.t i-1f ..... 1 tyuing � e  rv l.<: es -­
E..11 .i, • · C c 1 , � (, ;- 11  Ht.mu whr- 1,r0c t ,e.ad ea ch 1::: sue - - John 11 Schmi11.1<" 
b : ! : ht i 1 G r .�ev e r a l  Li.ne C O 'J CT' iJ l ustrat ior,0 ,:u1d hu; usu.::..l 
:.it.. .dJ -tZ·;__,i1 •..: :u1g �J. rt 00m, - - EJ Har.s ':ln and Pete Bornema,1n for 
t h c :1., c:x,  e .i. l.e 1 1t ui-1vt -:-ig1 ·aµh ... '" coverage , if the .re.1r' 3 event s - ­
tL:_ i'e:ature c.1 , t -: :: °i e  wri.b-; 1" :; 1-1h0 L .. i l t!d mc• s t  o f  '.!'li .�: §_�1narian 1 3 
Cd g <:: :;  w _:_t r. •_ t .c- '1€, tll t ul ai1d :.,__nte7''3st i.i.1g art i-:le :.., - - and the whole 
1: -'-.:;. '.� 0cn nf  .: t .:1:f f r cportt:r:s c).f.d he1 pers wt,0 c o� t r cJ Lhe i1 fror1t 
;.e . ..i ::,  : :J,E:; :, '1 ci ,;d 1 c,i:J.cd . ::: t;;.pl ed , dnd d i" l ribut. eJ �a,�h tseue . 
, ; T t ,a : ,k� ': t o  a l_i ,:if  yr-; L\ � 

F ina lly , J I d l :D-�� t o  w:::..sh tht:: be.st ti:-, J Jm Ha.1,t�Y, newly 
::: ..1. e .:!tcd E::d 1. t c,:r , f  The Sem:iua rtan. I ' m :n1:re t hat  t,;.nde r  Jim ' s 
� 1 rec t in� there wi1J be mnre � firsts"  and a bigger anJ be tter 
Semj,•L':!.t.;ill next yeai•. 




