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THE SPIRIT OF THANt<SGtVING 
�r .\. Krc1use 

Christmas looks back to the birth of Christ. Easter to His 

resurrection. ?entecost to the birth of the Chu�ch. Thanksp;ivin;� 
Day looks back to a day in 1621 when a little band of Pilgrims 
gathered to give thanks to God after their first harvest in the 
new world. 

It doesn I t seem to fit, does it 7 Thanksgiving Day has no 
reference to any event in the life of Christ or even in the life 
of the Church. Perhaos it would be better, then, to forget the 

...- �lgri.'Tls, and .iust take a day to thank God for all the blessings 
which are ours to enjoy. After all, Christians of all ages have 
thanked their God for His kindness. As a matter of fact., it 
might be still better not to have any soecial day for giving 
thanks, but instead take increased care to thank 1od each time 
He blesses us. 

It wcc.:H seem so ••• except ••• now we h2ve lost the soirit of 
thanksgiving. For in t he deepest sense, the soirit of Christian 
thanksgiving is not to thank God when we are blessed, but to 
thank Him precisely at that time when we do not feel blessed. 
The gratitude we feel at these moments is a gratitude that grows 
not out of the joy of having received a girt, but out of the joy 
of having known the Giver. It is the gratitude that grows out o: 

• the certainty in our hearts that even in moments of adversity we 
r are not standing alone, but our Heavenly Father is with us. It 

1 is precisely when we are standing in t he darkest olace that His 
light will appear brightest to us. 

Perhaps this is the reason why Thanksgiving Day has always 
looked back to that day in 1621--not because this was the first 
time that people met to give thanks to God. Christians have al-

• ways done that. But because nowhere in the annals of the Chu�ch 
--not even in the moving words of Paul from a Roman orison with 
�he threat of death hanging over his head: "I thank rrzy- God in 
all rrzy- remembrance of you."--nowhere do we h ave a finer example 

� 
1 

of oeople turning to God to give thanks when there is so little 
to thank Him for. One winter behind them, another be�ore them, 

...,.sickness and death ••• and they thanked God. 
Of course everything isn't a bed of roses in ou� day either. 

But thanksgiving doesn't depend uoon that. It deoends uoon one 
thing only, our certainty that our Heavenlv Father is in the 
struggle with us. And if suffering draws us closer to Him, then 
we will thank Hi.m for suffering more than for joy. For our 

j prayer of thanksgiving is not simply: "Father, we thank Thee 
for Thy gifts. 11 It goes on: "But if Thou shouldest leave us, 
then we pray Thee, take Thy gifts too. For we do not want them 
without Thee, the Giver." 
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PASTORAL PROBLEMS ... -

THE PROBLEM OF CCNFORMITY 

Norman Melchert 

For a student to write concerning the problems of the pas­
tor is no doubt presumptuous. Yet even from this side of grad-

f 

j 

C 

uation certain outlines of things to come can be discerned. � 
....-1 

It is a truism in our day to ca 11 this an age of confor1•.- t 
ism. Our land seems to be populated by other-directed men in 
gray flannel suits who work for the "organization." No matter 
how these men are oictured--and it is true that caricature is as 
often a result as characterization--conformity plays a large 
pa It in their lives. Although such a study as The Organization 
Man concentrates on the young executive, it is quite clear that 
the ohenomenon of confo'!'1Tlity is not restricted to corporation 
emoloyees. 

Certainly the church cannot be comnletely exceoted from 
this general descriotion of ou:- culture; and the pasto!' is di­
rectly involved, having perhaos more oressures toward conformity 
ou: unon him than anyehe else. 

•r 
In speaking of the church we must distinguish between the 

Body o� Christ and the institution. They are not separate en­

tities, but they are not equivalent either. The former is the 
:ellowship; the latter is the fellowship organized for the sake 
of order. 

The institution is only an organization of the community 
to provide order. 3ut how easily on:.ic;· c-an become an end· in 
�tself� It is well known how the need for unity in an organ-
, z::i t icn can become a demand !'or uniformity. The distinction 

':.:e-:\oiee!l unity and uniformity is keut well in mind when we speak .,,.. 
:.n E:cumer.ical circles, where we as Lutherans would stand to 
lo.se much that is valuable and dear to us by uniformity. But 
within the Luthe1·an church it is often blurred for the sakP- of 

11 0:cder;" so the discussion on cornmunicn in the Ministerium seems 
tc be tending. Uniformity (conformity viewed from above) is be­
�ornir1g mo:!"e and more the �icn of' unity and order; recommenda­
tions and resolutions are the means for pff,:,r-tin!". thi!'l confu­
�ion. And as a resu1t the pressun .. ,en the paste, .. to conform 
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are increasing. 

,_ These oressures are also inevitably conservatjve oressures, 
for· the new ;:i lways rocks the boat; and the institution has an 
interest in ,' .eping the boat stet:l!dy. The status quo is good -­
or, at least, good enough. 

Together with these tendencies t o  identify unity with uni­
formity, and uniformity with conformity to the status quo, there 
is the tendency for an institution to continually exoand its 
sohere of influence. And so the areas of the oastor' s mirJistry 
which are being laid out for him from above are constantly on 

....-the increase. Advice as to what he should preach, when, and 
how often is only one example. 

The "benevolent" pressures from above come in a vadety of 
iS forms. Literature in a never-ending stream is one. Here iden­

tical solutions to identical problems are given to all. Much of 
� the literature is heloful and good. But much of it is onl,y time 
t consuming. And some of it is actually bad--e.�. some of the 

stewardship and educational literature, hardly b�cked by evan­
gelical theolcgy. The pastor must retain t he right of criticism. 
It is he and he alone who c an judge whether any oarUcular mater­
ial can be of service to him; he must not let himself be intim­
idated by its impressive volume or format, nor by a U.L.C.A. 

ty "imprimatur." The good oastor will make generous use of the 
.. fwaste basket. 

Another pressure to conform to what the organization ex­

pects of a pastor is the threat of the call. More than most of 
us care to admit, the call is in the hands of a few official�--

e who are not to be identified with either the church or the H< l;:r 
Spirit� And whether or not the call is actually ever used as a 
political weapon, the fear is always present that it has been 
and may be again. Such fear is evident in senior classes at a 
seminary when they go to meet synod presidents or exa�ining 
boards. Podunk Creek is waiting for the man who doesn't tell 
the committee what they want to hear. This fear, even if not 

k �ounded, is a powerful motive to conformity. 

l Pressures to confor.11 do not only come from above, however; 
: there is also that "idea of what a pastor should be" which seems 

:ms I to pervade the local congregation. Certainly the idea is a re­
ie- 21ity, and its 0"9raticn on peoole's attitudes is not small. 

But here again the idea j_s distorted and exage;erated by beth 
pastors and students. Whatever +. he content of this II idea, 11 the1·-= 

111 :.s a fo!"ceful incentive to c onfonr. to it: who doesn't want to 

-5-



iHJ accepb�d? T�is sort of pressur?. L:; �elt al�" b'' ?c.stor's 
wives--cis :--epcrts from �-lives' Club rr.:.:i.ke q:iite clee,1:-. 

More frightening than all the nressures to confr ·• 1, how­
eve�, is the seeming desire to ccnform. It so often �eems as 
th::iugh the pastor wants to be told just what. to do; he wants 
tc read s�rmcn books; he wants to hav0 his yearly orogram 
maooed out from above; he wants to"t:B told what to do in any 
counselin� situation; he wants to be told what the doctrinal 
truth is. 

Students at seminary exemplify the same desires, particu-
larly the last (as is quite natural sincP- we are a learning -..-
rather than a oracticing coJ'IUT!unj ty). How often have I heard an 
an�uished cry that the orofessors just don't tell us clearly 
what the truth is� How often have I heard students wrestling 
earnestly with a oroblem--namely what the professor wants to 
hear on the exam� How often have I heard professors bewail 
the fact that students are unwilling to search for truth and 
�sk questions, but want to be told� We are filled with an an­
xiety to do what is expected of us---and if it is not clear 
what is exoected, we are lost� 

;,'hat is to be done 7 It seems to me that, if we as pastors 

, 
a :-e to serve our T rrd to the fullest, we must resist both the 

r: ress:ires to con� or,,1 and thP iesire to do so. The pastor or .. � stu,: - -�- '£!:ht never to ccn o;:"":; to "what is exoected." This , 
does net mean that he always does the oooosite of what is ex­
cected--like the college freshman who acts and dresses strangely 
to shock his elders. One is as childish as the other. It does 
mec.:1 that whatever he does must come from the motive of love; 

and this motive is quite different fro� those that actuate 
either conformism or rebellion. The pastor who acts thus may 
sometime be accused of one or the other--for on the surface it 
is hard to tell the difference between, say, conformism and 
changing a habit out of love to the weak, or rebellion and 
nrophetic reaction springing from love. But within the one 
who loves there is a freedom which neither the conformist nor 
the rebel have: the freedoM of acting according to the "new -� 
beir.g in Christ." And this makes all the difference. 

My thesis is that everY oastor can best be of service to 
his Lord and the fellowshin by becoming, develooin�. and remain­
jng himself. With all the ambiguities and dangers of this 
statement, I believe it is still wo�th making. 

'Ne sneak much of' the "new man'', but often forget that the 
r.ew �an apoea�s in a dif�erent disguise within each individual. 
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Every person is and remains d ifferent , distinct . And a !'1Y 
attempt to be like everyone else , or to b e  what is exoected, is  

,- sure to result in onlv an amorphous mas s of half-oeoole which 
has little resemblance to true Christian coTYr1;unity. 

A pastor above all should not succumb to the temotation to 
conformity . He must retain his integrity if r.e is not +,� be 
blown like a leaf in t he w ind- -or become only an integer in the 
yearbook . To give up one ' s integrity by confvrmism is to g ive 

up t he development of that which is i n  us . And to give this 
up is to give uo love � The oas tor must, himself , be a center of 
responsibili ty . and not 2ust the nexus of forces oull i ng him 

,.. this way and that . He must not be afraid of d isagreeing with 
the hie r 3rchy- - it, too, is made up of men-- nor of shocking his 
people , provided that both are c one in love and with a concern 
for the truth o 

The church , l.�. the fellowsh ip of be IBv ·rs , should be 
somewhat exemr;t from this nres surP towa rd s anrl des 1  re fo!" cor1-
fo:·mity which pe rvades our societv today. Is it not the r-ell cw­
ship of those who have been accented bv '}od j ust as t hey a re ? 
Is it not. a fellowsb io of loving a cceDtarice of t he nei ghbor·-­
the ind ividual-- ju$t as he is ? The oa s tor , as a Christian, must 
exercise this sort of accentance toward his people. · ·  _ ought 
also to b e  able t o  expect it , both from his peoole a nd from the 

. church officials . If he lives in t he exoect.ancy of loviug 

T accenta nce, he will have the kind of security whi ch will ena ble 
him to resist conformity and be himself. And ,  after all, if te 
cannot be himself in the church, where can he ? 

THE PROBLEM OF SOCf AL WEL FA RE 

Herbert Piehler 

The relationshiu of the Christian Church to its task in  the 
world has been a subject of d iscussion for centuries. There is 

...,. little wonder that the pastor of to d ay faces many conflicting 
views concerning the nature of his social ministry. However , 
this relationshio to society a nd social welfare must b e  defined , 
because the Church does not exist in a vacuum ; it is not an is­
land unto itself. Therefore , when w e  consider t he role and 
function of the pastor in social welfare, w e  must examine the 
subject in the light of the whole task of the Church as the 
Christian community. This witness obviously is not limited to 
the oastor, but nevertheless he must at all t imes try to �ive 
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an examule to his people. 

Christians serve in the li�ht of the Cross. Service to 
our fellow men should be motivated bv huJnble gratitude for 
God's love to us in Jesus Christ. If we fail to recognize 
this central factor, our de�d 1 of mercy become " filthy rags" 
in God's sight. The relation � f  the ministry and the Church 
to social welfare rests on this basic presunnosition. 

How can the pastor make an effective contribution to soc-
ial welfare? The pathways are munerous. However, I will sug­
gest two, fully realizin"" that these are by no means exhaustin. 
Nevertbeless, they seem tJo be ' he two areas in which the pastor ..,... 
c an have the most d irect impact. 

First, the pastor can make a very significant contribution 
through his oreaching. Relevcmce to life situations in his 
3ermons is essentiaL Mere oious verDiage may not always 
a r.swe r the questions which a re weighing heavily on oeople' s 
hearls and minds and which oerhaps are interfe:d ng with a full­
� r  use of  their God-given potentialo All the aspects of l'l'.an' s 
P ternal d ilemma before God and in relation to  his fellow men 
mus t be presented as concretely and as meaningfully as possible, 
This means the pastor must know the s ituation to which he is 
nreachir.g and then point peoole to a God who has revealed his 
answer most fully on a Cross . 

He must know the h lJTlan situation before he can proclaim 
the divine Answer which has been entrusted to him. This means 
taking the time to learn something about contemoorary, social 
�nd international oroblemg . Peoole are looking to the Church 
to  sneak about such things as anxiety , race relations, and the 
growing menace of international communism. And how can this be 
nossible unless the individ ual uastor knows something about the 
human dilemma to which he is addressing himself. For us who 
are students this orecludes an exclusive nre-occuoation with 
the curriculum of the seminary and a comnlete neglect of the 

secular textbook, the novel, and the newsoaper. How many of 
us really know what' s going on in the world ? Perhaos a better � 
question wo·1ld be: How many of us really care? The answer 
is often revealed in our oreaching. 

Secondly, the pastor can contribute to social welfare 
th�ough his pastoral counseling. To develop a skill in this 
area he must be rutr.lessly objective with himself. He must 
continually seek to develop and attitude of tolerance and ac­
ceotance in the counseling situation, being sensitively aware 
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of the fact that different life experiences have contributed 
crucially to the counselee's problems. A minister who condemns 
rather than trys to understand, not only does irrevocable harm 
to the counselee but also d oes g reat harm to the cause of Christ. 
Again, this d oes not mean an acquiescence to thi ngs as they 
are, but rather a sympathetic understandtng of the multitud e of 
oroblems existing in this most imrerfect world . It means re­
minding oneself occasionally that "there but for the grace of 
God am I. " It is significant that JUny socia 1 agencies refer 
t.,..nuhled individ uals to their pastors for c ounseling helo onl,y 
after they know the rerson and makeun of that na rticular oa �tor. 
Some pastors, perhaps dictatorial and authoritarian in their 

- ways, increase the guilt of an already intolerable burden, not 
knowing when to stress the acceotance a nd forgiveness found in 
Christ. 

A recent limited survey, showed that of those neoole seek­
ing help with various psychological and s ocial problems, more 
than soi first went to a pastor, oriest, or rabbi. Ca n we dare 
minimize the resnonsibility th"lt this imnlies? Haw imnortant 
it is that we have some know] ��� of the dynamics of psychology 
and interpersonal relationshios. How imnortant that we know 
when, where, and how to refer to other community resources 
those peoole whom we ourselves cannot helo. Furtherrrore, if 
people come to the minister first, we have a �rave resoonsibil­
ity to do our utmost in heloing thes ind lvid uals d o  something 

r about their cond ition before it assumes more grave prooortions. 
A minister of the Gospel should never minimiM anythir16 that a 
person is telling him ,  for it is usually safer to e: r  r by td.kil'l?, 
things more seriously than not seriously enough. 

Perhans most imnortant, the pastor meeds a steady fa itr. :i.r. 
the God -given potential of his peoole and the power of -fhE:: Gc:ire 1 
which he proclaims and lives. Our Lord once said , " I  am come 
that they might have life and have it more abund antly. ,i Je::;us 
saw people and life situations as they were, b ut also as they 
could become. Cari pastors of His Ch'J.rch dd. re do  less r 

TtiE PASTOR It PRACTI CAL THEOLOGY 

David D. Mangiante 

Eow d o  l preach? What do  I say when I want to drive a 
ooint home from the nulpit? How d o  I say it so that all will 
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hear ? How ca'i I know· wha t to ans we,.. a worrierl fa ther as we sit 
together at the r ounsel desk ?  Fow do I ca re f'or th� administra- � 
tive duti es of a parish effi ci ently enou1sh s o  tha t there is time 
le ft to be a oastor to �Y peonle . 

A long string of questions i s  not the best Wct V to begin an 
article. But neither is it an encoura�ing way to begin  our 
mi nistrv--yet we do ! The moment we f inish our s chonling a nd be­
�j n our lifelong task , it ' s  the down-to-earth questi ons of how, 
what , a nd when tha t  will be our most troublesome conroanions. 

These practical questions are t he ones whi ch are addres sed 
by our Seminary �oa rtment of Practi cA l Theology. Cne thing .,..... 
these courses in practical theology a tt.emot t o  do is give stu­
dents the answers to the everyday situations a oastor faces . 
Courses such as sermon orepara tion , �ractice preaching , pasto-
ra l theology , churct administrati on , and voice training, en­
rlea vor to give us the bas i c  groundwork from whi ch we can answer 
cur uar�sh needs . 

:rt is most imoortant that we be well-versed in our doctri­
na l tteology , our church ' s  history and the Bible. It is also 
true , however, tha t as parj sh oa stors we won ' t  do our people 
much ,�ood if we are adequately nrepared in these matters yet 
are unable to heln ma ke them mea n  s omething in the pari shioners ' 
lives. To make Christia!l theology relevant to modern man ' s  .. ..,. 
situati on requires not only knowledge, but ability to imnart 
t h is knowled�e in concrete, useable terms to the laymen. The 
ma i n  ob ject of ora ctical theology is to as sist us in acquiring 
t h is ability. 

There is one great di �"icultv which pro fes sors and students 
?. like encounter in the oresentation o f  courses in oractical 
theologv . It i s  the fact that it is imposs ible to �ive a suit­
dble bla nket answer to the innumerable and varied problems we 
will �ace in the parish . �ach preaching situation is dif�erent ; 
each counseling situation is unusual . All tha t  a student can 
be taught is a two part answer which lacks the thi rd  oa rt need-
ed for comoletion . 've � learn : ( 1 )  The theory which lies be- r 
h i nd the oroblems involved. , ( 2) How the 3ospel a nswers the pr0-
blems when these theories a re utili7,ed . But we cannot learn 
beforeha nd, all the par � icular cir�umsta nces which pertain t o  
a ny sueci fie o:roblem; e.g. in the administration o f  a parish 
eci.ch :,.:; -;to; •  :md c11 eh parish have l--:mli-'lr needs which can be 
soeci�ically answered only in the cont�xt of the immediate situ­
ation . This holds true in all the "practical" areas. 
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The very nature of  these courses , too ,  makes it difficult 
_ to judge accurately how much we , a s  s tudents , a re gaining from 

them. Poss ibly in the a reas of homiletics and voice we can 
realize our gain more easily than in others . In the seminA ry 
we more f'requently make use of the instruction we haYf'! rec-.tv �d 
in these fields . However ,  a ll of  them have �omethi!"lg to o(fer .  
It i s  true that these courses have t heir faults , as  many course3 
do. I believe tha t heed ing the following sug�est ions w ould in­
crease thei� value . These suggestions are an attemot to criti­
cize constructively . 

l .  Less reneti tious lect11res  in counseling courses . 
2 .  More progress ive and concise develonment in the 

r-- missions course . 
) . One man guidance in the practice preaching classes 

throughout the yea r so  that deeper insight could 
be ga ined for the s trengthening of the student ' s  
weak points .  

4 .  Except for a few bas ic introcluctory lectures , ex­
clusive concentration in oractice read ing a nd 
speaking through nersona l j nterviews in the Voice 
Training . 

In this whole area of uractica l theolo�y , one of our great­
est helps will come from on-the- job exoerience . The student 
ass istant nrogram aids  us here , and s ome men glean added heln 

r- from internshin and assistant -pa storates . Throu�h constant 
practice and inquiry the student can utilize the instruction 
given him in semina ry so that these stud ies become aids  to his 
effective service  for Christ in His Church . 
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l<NOWIN6 GOD 
Peter D.  Fish 

By what means can we k now a man ?  Wl"lvt is it we are saying 
when we say, 11 I know him" ? How is it that a person enters into 
our experience so that we are ar,1are that there is another person 
with a will and a mind of his own ? If we were to attemot an 
answer, I suppose that we would be compelled to say : "We know 
a man by what he says, and what he d oes" . It is almost incon­
ceivable for us to imagine a human being who can neither speak 
with anyone else, nor oerform any kind of action or deed . If ..,... 
we were to find such a man , it would urobably be i n  one of the 
i nstitutions of our land . And if we were to look in on such a 
a man--scarcely human--we could only walk away feeling that 
there is no way that we could know him as a person . 

This is a revealing thoui::ht, isn ' t  it? For it points out 
to us that the mere ohysical presence of a person tells us very 
little a bout him . It is what one says and what one d oes that 
is the rea l revelation of the ma n ;  a nd it is of revelation that 
I woulrl soea k to you this morning--not the revelation of man, 
but of '1od . 

I 

� If '.}od were nhysically present with us here this morning, 
, th:'.i s oresence would tell u:::; little about him. We would learn 

li: Lle more than those who mistook Jesus of Nazareth for a car­
oente r '  s s on .  For you remember that it was when Je,:;us announced 
·1 :1'11.;, E; l •  as the Mes s iah that tho�e of : is own community said, " Is 
:, ti:;.::, r 1 0 L  Jesus o� Nazareth, whc -=- e father and mother we know?• 
Anci Lhey c a st him out of the Synagogue. No, we would not know 
much c f  God by his aopearance ; but we do know him by what he has 
::,a id a nd what he has done . And it is this- -what '1od has said 
a n� done -- that we refer to as revelation . 

I f' re\relat1.on d id not come through word and deed s there 
c ould be v�ry little of what we call fa ith in God . And this 
W Juld be •.:: sne c ially true in the t ime of the Old Testa'llent, for 
the oe oole of the Old Testament had not yet experienced the 

.., 

: ev,;: la t i,m 0f God in  Jesus Chri3 t .  And yet even a casual �lance 
Lh rough the Old Testament shows tha t these ueoole had a profound 
faith in a revealed God, who made h imself k nown to them by spo­
�en word and action. The greatest confession of faith which 
could be mad e by an Israelite was always i n  terms of the acts of 
God . God was not sooken of just as God, but as '1od who delivered 
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them from the hand of the �cyntians--who brought them into the 
oromised land.  �od was know� by what he said a nd did. For God .-
who sueaks and acts in the exuerj ence of men is the 1od of" reve-
lation ; and this revP-lation is wha t  we know a �  th� Word of l}od . 

So often today we stumble on t his idea of the '!Tforrl of 11od " ,  
for when we think o f'  "word 1

' we vis uali7P. the wri-1:ten or the 
printed word . 'T'he "'ford of l}od" means to most o: us the nrinterl 
page- -the l}ood Book . 3ut the Bibl� itself does not snea k in th is  
way . For to the �..rriter 3 of' t he 3ible, U.e worrl a nrl th� act 1 o n  0r  
God were inseoa rable . For "He spake and it wa s rl one"- -"He £2]!!­

manded and it stood fast"-- " 13y  the word of the Lorrl were the 
r-- he:wens ma de" . W0rd and action ,  bound together a s  t he reve1at ion 

of '1od--the way in which we know God . 

..,. 

It is in this sense the Proohet Isaiah soea ks : 

'' For as  t he ra in an:l t he snow come down from heaven , 
and return not  thither but water the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout , givi ng seed 
to the sower and brea d to the eater , 

So shall my worJ be tha t goes forth from rrry mouth; 
it shall not r�turn to me emotv , but j t  shall 
accomplish that. which I uuroose , 
and nros oer in the thing for which I sent it . "  

The illustration which Isaiah uses , of the rain which comes 
down from heaven and waters t he earth, is oerhans one os the most 
profound of the Old Testament . �or the revelation which Isaiah 
gives to us is an answer to those who ask, •How can I know '1od ? "  
"How can I feel the closeness of God--a closeness which stays 
with me from d ay to day--not just a neeting emotion, but a r�al 
knowledge of God?" 

And the answer he gives to us is a picture--a oicture of the 
rain which comes d own from heaven giving fruitfulne�s to the 
land .  After this last summer ' s drought it should not b� hard 
for us to imagine the rain soaking into the ground, restoring 
life to the foliage and to the veP,etation of the land. So in 
the same way, says Isaiah, God ' s  word comes down to us to give 
life and freshness to the souls of men. Now this sounds li ke a 
J'I\YSterious sort of thing , and mysterious it is. For this word 
comes to us in the middle of a section in which Isaiah is revel­
ing in the !7\Ystery of God . So the element of mvstery is clea rl.Y 
here. We cannot explain how f1od :reveals himself to us; all we 
can do  is to try to capture this revelation and make it our own. 
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And it is here that the prophet has a great deal to say to 
us . For t o him the revelat ion of •'1od is not chiefly to be under­
stood with the mind--not s omething to  be toyed with as  an intel- � 
lectual  proposition , but some thing to be absorbed into our lives 
as  the trees and the shrubs abs orb the rain which comes down 
from heaven . The tree cannot tell us where its nou�ishrnent 
comes from , but by the miracle of g rowth it send s  out its roots 
into the earth to a bsorb that life which God has provided for 
it . So , it is not the most imoorta nt thing that we be able to 
descri"be accurately all of the facts about God . or that we ob­
serve how he works--if we could- -but that we root ourselves in 
the �-lord of ·Jod so abundantly given to us . 

II 

3ut this bri�gs us to anothe r ques tion . What  are these 
sources of our faith--these sou:-ces of revela tion wherein we are 
rooted ? The plant li:e of the ea rth need give no thought as to 
whe re to seek the moist 11re it needs . Just whe re can we come 
into contact with the revealed God ? 

The first and most obvious pla ce is the Scriptures them­
selves . It is no secret that we a re living in a day in which 
tr.e real substance of the 3ible is unknown to  mos t oeople ; and 
this is tragic . The re a re probably many rea sons for this . 
As ide from the busyness  of the present day and the fact that 

y rr.a.ny dema!"lds are ma de upon our t ime , there seems t o  be a general 
la ck of aporec1at1on of Scrioture--perhaos just because it is 

, 
old . In a day when our airplanes and automobile s  become obso­
lete in a few short years , d ocuments which a re centuries old 
are all right for the stuffy schola rs to read and study ,  but not 
for the modern cit izen of the world . And then a ga in the oerson 
who attempts to delve into the rrzy-ste ries of the Bible often 
find s it cloa ked in an obscure language , and phrased in obscure 
irleas . So with obscu�ity comnounded by obscurity , the book is 
returned to the shelf and forgotten . 

Now although this is certainly an understandable reaction , 
the oe rson who cuts himself off from this source  of revelation , 
is poor indeed . For although God does  not at  all restrict his 
own se lf- revelation to the Bible , it is ver-y unlikely that the 
man who does not know God revealed in the Scriptures , will re­
cognize him anywhere else . For God shows hirr�elf to man in ac­
tion .of God- -and the Bible is the testimony of what God has done 
in the lives o!" men throughout the whole cours e  of human history, 
And the New Testament , the supreme revelation of God in our Lord 
Jesus Christ , comes to  us in these  page s .  A nd it is no accident 
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tha t the Gosoel of Joh!"! snea ks of Chrj st a s  t he 1lorrl '"I f  1-x 
incarnate in th� f le :,h- -the Word bec cme flesh � If  t �  f -, ,·d o r 

� God s 0ems l 1 kP 2 va .,,1e term, w ha t  coulc4 be more re� l  t na "'l  the 
Wo!"d bec ome flesh in Jesus of Nazareth � To be su?"e ou":"' Lorrl is 
the risen Shri s t  who is alive a nd lives amoriP: us toda v ;  hut the 
man who does not know Jesus of Nazareth of tbe !'-Jew Testament , 
would hard iy recogni 1,e his oresence among us t oc � y. 

,.. .. 

So I am not advocating Bible reading as a oious exercise 
which one oerforms as a good " Ch ristian deed",  but th� kind o� 
exercise by which we soak our souls j n  the a�tive, life-givi"lg 
Word of God whi ch is ;;iven to us t hat �-:e m�h + know Him. 

Another wa�r in which God I s Word come� to us is through the 
Christia n conrnunity. God does not revea l himself to men at 
random or in a haphc z �rd way, but rather throu�h hi� rel� tion­
ship with t he cormmnity of belitwers. "Where two or thrPe are 
gathered together in rey name",  said our Lord, " there air, 7 : n  th� 
midst of them. 11 

We are all aware that a mob of oeonle can do th ing!='. which 
would be unthinkable to any one of them alone . We see this in 
the riots and mob-violence which are so frequ�nt t(1E_�· . An,j if  
this is true of a mob, a co�mon crowd, how much more can Goo ' s  
Word accomplish through the com,,unity of believer� than through 
a oerson ,,_.!1n stands alone. To b e  sure our individual faith 

..,- me�ns a great deal to us, but this faith is transmitted and re­
freshed throu --; · .. .. fellowship of Christians. Thus the man who 
claims that he can be as good a r,hristian at home or on the 
golf-course or on the job, as he can be among his fellows in the 
various Church activities, is only oartiv right . For without 
our roots finn\y planted in the activity of the Chrtst ian com­
munity, our individual faith soon withers and dries. It was 
the Christian corn.,,unity, you will re'l'lember, w h ich snread the 
GosTJel to t he lt'l'lits of the ancient world within a generat ion . 
It was the Christian coJTl'Tlunity w hich oreservea th9 li -re of the 
Church through t he middle ages. And it is the Christian com­
munity in which the risen Christ dwells today, that we might 

..,..- know Him. 

.,.. 

And to the oerson who roots himself in the s ru rce of our 
faith the promise of nourishment, given throu�h Isaiah, is ful­
filled. God' s Word does not return t o  Him el"ll'Oty. The Word of 
God bears fruit for whoever ola�ts his roots in it . 
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SEMINARY CHURCH  

TAPPERT NAMED TO FOUNDATION BOARD 

Dr . Theod ore G .  !appert ha s been named a membe r of the 
Boar of Trustees of the recently-formed Fou11dation for Reforma­
t ion Research , accord inf to an an11ouncement mad e  within the past 
month . In this capacity , Dr .  Taooert will be working with fore­
most American church historians in one of the greatest documen­
tary compilations of this century . 

A ccord ing to Dr . Taooe rt ,  the puruose and a im of the newly 
created foundation is to comoile a depos itory of original docu- "'r• 
ments which bear directly upon and come from the oeriod of the 
sixteenth century Reformation . It is believed that this deposi­
tory will make poss ible furthe r stur.· on the Re formation era on 
the basis of the original manuscripts . Presently these docu­
ments are '.' mnd , in the grea ter number , in nume rous place s in 
Eurone . i �  is planned to make photo-static c op ie s , micro-films 
and micro-card s  of these d ocuments  and keep them on file at the 
Concord ia Seminary in St . Louis , 

The depository is to conta in not only copies of  the docu­
ments of the Lutheran Reformation but a lso  of  the Calvinistic , 
Anglican and Catholic Reformations . These will include acts of 
the state governing bod ies and all d ocuments bea ring d irectly 
uoon the Reformation period . 

The ava ilability of these documents will enable historians ..,­

in the United States to  find a clea rer approach to the Reforma­
t ic'1 its causes , results and intentions . Als o ,  the existence 
of copies  will prevent the permanent loss of such valuable his­
t oric:! l info!illation as has occurred in past wars . Copies of 
these docurr.ents will be made ava ilable to most educational 
i nstitutions which desire to add them to  the present material 
already in their libra ries . 

The foundation ' s Board of Directors are Dr . Theod ore G .  
Tappe rt of  this seminary , Dr . Jaroslav J .  Pelikan of the Univer­
s itv of Chicago , Dr . Carl S .  MYer of Concord ia Seminary,  Dr . 
?oland H .  Bainton of Yale and Dr . Ernest ,'} . Schwieb'3rt , histor­
ia n f'or thP- United States Air Force ' s A ir Research and DeveloP- -.; 
ment Command . 

A recently comoleted , s imila r ,  d epository of manuscript 
cooj e s  of'  the Vatican a rchives is mainta ined at  St . I .ouis Univer­
s ity . These copies are sometimes ava ilable for use i :y scholars 
c,f a ll rlenominations but thP-y a re not releasP-d from the univer­
s :i ty libra ry .  

• * * 
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�r . Edmund A. Steimle was one of the fea tured soea kers at 
the Pennsylvrtr.ia State Pastor ' s Conference held this w eek at 

.. Harrisburg. Speaking at t he first eventng session on Wednesday, 
Dr. Steimle used as his text II Cortnthians 2 : 14-17 .  In it, he 
attem-oted to  noint out tha t, while present- day methods of churc ""l  
nromot::on and evangelism a rp, leg itimat� ways o f  a n�roa ching 
modern society, nevertheless it must be the disti�ctive and in­
comparable e<,sence of the Christia n faith itself w h ich brings 
men into the church. 

Other sne2 kers at the conference, held a t  1"iarket Squn·e 
Presbyteria n  Church, were Dr . Martin L. King, Dr. Ha lforo 'S .  
Luccock, a nd Dr . Kenneth Maxwell. 

* * * 

Returning fro.,, his stay in Chica go in con .iunction with the 
final preparations for the relea se o� the new Service Book and 
Rymnal ,  Dr. Lither D. Reed noted tha t the meetj ng wa s one o f  the 
most inspiring that he has attendod . The conference was made 
up of approximately 250 Lutheran theologians and musicians. 
Those who attended were all official renresentatives of the 
various Luther;; r church bodies who will be oa rtictoa ting in the 
Service � fillQ. H,ympal publicatt on in 1958 . 

The ourpose of tr- :� conference was t o  introduce a nd exolain 
the theory behind the liturgica l  element5 of the service a nd  to 
make orelimir. ':! ry plans for recordings of The Service and Office 3 

r" These recordings will be availa�le for use by con�regati ons who 
are planning to use the new book. Dr. �eed n oted that the grou� 
was "alert, critica l, a nd eager to work" during the three-da:v 
mP-eti�g. 

THE CA MPUS 

On Thursday, December 5, at 8 : 00 o.m., the SYMPOSIUM COM­
MITTEE, in conjunction with the Interseminary Movement, will 
present the second symposium of the fall semester dealing with 

.. the theme "The Eucharist: Gateway or Barrier t o  the Ecunenical 
Church." The symposium will be moderated by Mr. 'tlil1 ia"' H. 
I.a zareth 9 a member of the seminary' s  deuartm.ent of Systematic 
Theology. 

The Rev. Howard G.  Hageman, oastor of �'or th Reformed Church 
in Newark, N. J.  wil1. be one of t he '!la in soeakers on the oa nel. 
He has recently served a s  secretary for t he 'forld Council of 
Churches ' Faith and Order study grouo concerned wit h the tooic, 
"The Table of the lord." 
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Also contacted t o  serve on the oanel ha s been the Rev . 
F.dward Emmers 1 oa stor of Redeemer Lutheran Church in Reading. 
At the time o f  oublicati on it is n°t known whether he will be 
able to accent the invitat i on .  

* * * 

last  summe r ,  an extensive REFURBISHING PROGRAM was begun 
on campus . It sta rted w ith the pla stering and pa in ting of "G" 
Hall in Main Dorm. A fter that , pa int ing was begun on the ex­
terior wood-work of Ma in Dorm and will be comoleted next sum­
mer .  

Recently workmen have painted the exteriors o f  North Dorm � 
and Graduate Hall . Still others removed dead trees from near 
the Chanel and Dr . Bagger ' s house , and clea red the underbrush 
from the ya rd of the newly-purchased house on Gowan Avenue . 

* * * 

Progress has been ha lted tempora rily on the prooosed FAC­
ULTY RESIDENCE which is about to be built in the a rea between 
North Dormitory and the Tappert res idence . In order  to prevent 
construction costs from becommj ng orohibitive , a reconsideration 
of the a rchitect ' s  olans has been !lecessary .  

Tentative plans have been formulated in order to convert 
the newly-purchased house on Gowan Avenue into apartments for 
the faculty . Pri ces are being obtcJ ined in o rder  to  determine 
which olan will be most desirable . 

* * 

Mr . John A .  Johns on has been chosen to be the manager of 
the BOOK STORE during the fisca l  yea r  1958. Graduating from 
Thiel College in 1951 , Mr . Johnson was a ssociated with the Ap­
olied qesearch d ivision of the "iestinghouse Electric Corporation 
in �a st Pittsburgh prior to M s  admission to  the Seminary in 
Seotember of 1956 . 

Aooointed as ac.sistant manager is Mr . John E .  Ba rringer , a 
junior "rom 'Rochester , N.Y.  He is a graduate of Wittenberg Col-..,. 
lege . He and Mr . Johnson will begin the i r  duties  in January. 

* * 

A former proposal to create an "AUDIO-VISUAL AIDS" room in 
the basement of the Library hrts been scranped . This action was 
the result of a compa rison of the Tleea for such a room, the cost 
i nvolved in creating such a room and a study of s imilar facU-
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ities on the campuses of other Protestant semin;i rj es . Instead 
facilities have been added to make Room 3 more suitable for 
the use of " a  url j_o-visua l  a ids . 11 New equipment purchaserl fer 
this purpos� . includes : tape- recorders , movie screer.s , rt sma ll­
er slide pro Je � , or and 2 fil.ro-str1p projector with an automati 
frP rne-changer ,  and a phonograph turn-table built into the as­
semb1 u· . * * 

WIVES ' CLUB activities , scheduled for the remainder of 19 57 
include : 

November 21 - Miss  Hort will exnla in the organiz:-it ion and 
program of the Krauth Memorial Lib�a ry .  

December lJ - AnnuRl Christmas Pa rty for the student body . 
December 19 - Advent Vesper Service . 

At a meetine; on November 7 membe,,..s of  the club hea rd l-�r .  
William H .  La7,a reth s ;Jeak on "Ma rtin Luther and ,;;-;:imily Life . "  

ANGEL ANTICS 
Tom Cl;:iy 

November 9 proved to be another "wet" da:v for the Angel 
footba ll squa d as they were irn.mersed by a hebvily favored '3ao-- tist squad . 'l'he Angels lost count o f  the number of times the 
Baotists trickled over their goa l  line , but the�' were sure the 
never crossed the Bantists ' .  

Elton ( our athletic chairman ) ,  how was h Jmecoming 7 
Here a re the men to keeo your eyes on in the comi'1g intra­

cl3ss football tournament : 
Junior Class : Folkers Fre j ma nls :  sure , quick ha nds . 

George KoFi i :  combines shiftiness with fine 
spcr � .  

Middle Cla s s : Albert Gesler :  agile in the a ir ( if his car­
buncle heals ) .  

Herbert Piehle r :  shades ')f Claude �nham? 
• Senior Cla ss : John Adam : greatest s igna� calle� ever hea rd 

at Mt . Airy . 
Arthur Ha imerl : the seniors ' mon�y player .  

The basketball season is  -,fficially underway. On November 
4 the Ange ls drooped a thr:· 11er ,  61- 56 , to Philadelphia a fter 
lead ing by three points in the last  quarter . This yea r ' s team 
is big , and a ccording to Elton Richa rds the club has what it 
takes to bounce b8 ck . 

Question now under·  consideration by both students a nd alum­
ni :  Should Mt . Airy d e-emoha s ize  football? 

.· 
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3n ma.mor-i ant . . .  
l)r • ..;,r-=-r prj rk q _  v.,uhF>l I prestde.,t of 

the New fork and New England Synod , d ied on 
October 22 , 1q57 , in New Rochelle, N . Y .  , fol­
lowing a heart attack. A s hort time before 
his sudd en d eath, Dr. Knubel was pres ent on 
this camous , interviewing stud ents and dis­
cussing plans with the members of the Senior 
Class from the New York and New England SyM 

nod. As we knew him, Dr . Knubel was a man 
dedicated to the work of the church, and 
this dedication was evid ent to the end . To 
many of us he had become a close friend --a 
man genuinely interes ted in our lives . His 
interest never failed, though he himself not­
ed with regret that he could not be as close 
to us as he would have liked because of the 
tremend ous a mount of work he always had be­
fore him. 1'1e as  stud ents and future minis­
ters of the New York and New England Synod, 
will remember Dr. Knubel for his pers onal 
interest in all that we ha ve encountered in 
our years of study, as well as for his word s 
of encouragement for the future . We will re­
T"lember · the s mile on r.is face when he greet-
ed us; his continued warmth and friendliness 
- --even when we were les s agreeable. So, it 
is with deep s orrow that we look upon his 
death , knowing that the olace left vacant in 
the church, and in our lives, will not be eas­
il._v filled . At the same time, we remember 
the life he lived with joy and thanksgiving. 

" I  will lay me down in oeace .::i nd sleep . None 
of us liveth to himself and no l'M n  d ieth to  
h imself .  '>lhether we  live therefore or d ie, 
we a re � he Lord's . None of us liveth to him­
self , and n( man i ieth to hims elf, " 

Arthur F .  Ha imerl 
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