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MEDITATION 

ADVENT:S MESSAGE 
Gunars Ansons 

" Comfort ye, comfort ye rey people,sc1i.th your God. 
Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, 
That her warfare is accomolished, that her iniquity is 

pardoned; 
For she hath received of t he Lord's hand double for all 

her sins. " Isaiah 40: 1-2 

Advent is a t irne o� repentance. It is a t irne t o say wj +,h 
-,- the tired poet, who once mournfully asked himself and Jesus, 

" Why did I not catch fire from your flame, why did I not lovP­
you as I wanted to?" It is a lso a time of self-examination--a 
time to confess that we are still at warfare with our God, with 
ourselves, and with our brothers, Ard in war there is really 
only one hone for t he t ired soldier v onJ..y one word of comfort-­
peace. To comfort is to be able to say " peace" to a man in f�a � 
and suffering. To be comforted is tote able to hear thts word 
of new hope and forgiveness. 

But not all bells ring peace, peace. Jeremiah tells of 
many who made themselves priests and nrophets of neace, " They 
have healed also the hurt of the daughter of rey oeoole slightiy, 
saying, Peace, Peace; wh�n there is no peac�." False hcpes and 

r easy consolations haire a good market. other �P-nerations had ,r 
I,, 

false hope in patent medicines; education, democracy, science, 

,r 

I a 

,r 

art. Our generation hardJ..y hopes any more. It tries to confer� 
to things as they are, or tries to forget them. The nromises of 
false peac� for all generations are t he same. Though the wrao­
nings appear different, in all of t hem, instead of living bread, 
there is stone; instead of reconciliation there is deceotion 
and desoa i !". 

1tlhere is peace? It is in the co�ing of Him who by his 
life and death has taken a�ay the enmity between ff�n and Go0, 
an enmity which is the cause of all warfare. He is t he Prince 
of Peace. Rejoice, Jerusalem, thy bridegroom cometh� the King 

,..- of Peace. God is near, rejoice in the wrd . �r r 
Advent is a reality. It is not like t he glitter of Christ-

tnia, mas decorations, created of ooper, tinsel, and ooint. In Advent 
we do not come closer to s alvation but we are in it. For Christ, 
whose coming Advent announces, has already come and is here. In 
faith we recognize his presence ane receive him. 

The message of Advent is peace, for t he Lord of Advent is 
peace. He who delivers this message to Jerusalem soeaks "com­
fortably" to her. He who lives in Advent bears this message in 
all he does. 

"Comfort ye, comfort ye J'I\Y people, says your God." 
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SERMON 

THE TWO SIDES 0+ CHRISTMAS 

Rodger A. Krause 

In one of the most moving nieces of work of all Christian 
literature, The Valley of :the Shadow, Bishoo Hanns Lilje tells 
how he soent one Christmas in a German concentration camp dur-
ing the last great war: "Everyone thinks of his own loved ones, •r­
for whom he is longing; 11 he writes, 11 everyone suffers because 
he doesn't know how they will be celebrating the festival of 
divine and human love. " Yes, "the fest iva 1 of divine and hUJlllln 
love", that's what Christmas is, isn't it? But in that concen­
tration camp Bishoo Lilje also caught a glimpse of the other 
side of Christmas. There was suffering; there was longing; 
there were those who would not let there be a place for the One 
·who was crowded into a manger 2000 years ago. 

That, too, has been part of the Christmas message, right 
from the very start. The Bible gives us both sides of the 
Christmas story. Luke gives us the finest expression of one 
side of it: "And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrap-
ped him in swaddling clothes , and la id him in a manger ••• " Y-
That's what God has done, the festival of divine love. But the 
festival of human lo,re, that is never successful in reac'king its 
fulfillment. Matth�� tells about it in this way: •Then Herod, 
when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding 
wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the children that were in 
Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two years old arxl 
under. " That is the other side of Christmas. Let's see if, by 
putting the two together, we can rise above the confusion that 
has been heaped upon Christmas by centuries of Christian culture, 
and come to a true understanding of the meaning of Christmas, 

I 

Let's begin with what '}od has done. Christmas always has 
to start there. " ••• and she wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, 
and laid Him in a manger ••• " If that tells us anything at all 
about Jod, it tells us that He is exactly the opposite of what 
we' re always thinking about Him. What are the attributes of Goo! 
Omnipotence? Omnipresence? Omniscience? Did you ever hear hu­
mility listed? But that's the one that tells us more about God 
than any of the others. He humbled Himself. Paul uses stronger 
language: "He emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant." 

-4- r 



- (Phil.2;7) It's easy to talk about the surer-superlative attri­
butes of God, for they will tell us only that �od is precisely 
what we would expect a god to be like. But .. 1is �3 the one that 
makes Him God, for this is t he one that surpc1sses all the :..magi­
nation of ::-.,:m. 

I supoose this has become too familiar by now to startle you. 
Then contrast God with men, or with yourself. Would a man "emn­
ty" himself? Recall the words of t he seroent in the garden: 
"Ye shall not surely die: for God doth know that in the cay ye 
eat thereof, then your eyes shall be ooened, and ye shall be as 

• gods." That is what lies at the root of our sin. We want to be 
powerful, independent, as gods. Well, t his tells us that what­
ever else sin is, it is a lie; for God is not like that. He is 
not self-seeking, but humble. And having t he knowledge of good 
and evil will not make us like God. In fact, nothing w ill. He 
has made Himself like us. He has come to us, to live with us, 
to die for us. That's what Christmas is all about. Have you 
read that story in this month's McCall's about the little boy 
who died one Christmas Eve in the children's ward of a hosnital 
praying for the boy across the hall? That's what God is like. 
Yes, He came to be King of the Jews. But not with Pomn and 
show. He came humbly. He emptied Himself. "She wranped Him 
in swaddling clothes, and laid Him in a manger." 

r 

II 

And then the other side of Christmas. It should al11> be 
the festival of human love. But somehow it turns out to be the 
very opposite. Herod's res-ponse t o  God's gift, to  God's love, 
to �ad's humility is the classic example. He had to kill the 
Christ child. And if no one would tel 1. him where to find the 
baby, then he would kill all the children in Bethlehem a nd 
round about who were under two years of age. No leaf must be 
left unturned in his effort to do away with the one who -w 1s 
born to be King of the Jews. 

We shudder when we think of how many innocent children 
must have lost their lives in that massacre. And it only --. Jds 
to our horror to point out that Herod was astwisted a man as 
ever walked the face of the earth, and to recount the other 
seemingly sadistic deeds that marked his blood-stained career, 
as when he imprisoned some of the leading citizens of Jerusalem 
and ordered that they be executed when he died in order to s e­
cure mourning at his death. But at least we must say that we 
can understand his reasoning. He was king. And this Christ 
child was a threat to his sc-ve::-eigrr•,�,. · There was nothing per­
sonal chat he had against this child, and certainly not against 
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the other children. But no one must be allowed to get in his 
way. He wanted to remain king. 

And men have been responding that way to God's gift ever 
since. Have you noticed how they're celebrating Christmas in 
East Germany this year, for examnle? Just a few weeks ago Pas­
tor Erich Hein, one of the leaders of the Church ,,f Saxony, died 
of a heart attack as a result of the interrogation he underwent 
at the hands of the Communist officials. It could hardly be 
called an accident. The officials were warned that the oastor's 

..,,,.,. 

health would not hold up under questioning. But it made no •r-
difference. Perhaos his death would serve as a warning to other 
oastors that they had better coonerate with the state. For what 
better purpose could they use him? 

It was all right to have a Church in the country. But when 
the Church prevented the young people from dedicating their lives 
to the CoYTl'Tlunist Party, something must be done. And the perse­
cution started. They had nothing against the Church in itself, 
but Christ must not be allowed to become King. It I s like what 
Eerod did, isn't it 7 

But there's more to the other side of Christmas than that. 
We haven't as yet understood the mind of Herod, or of the rulers -� 
of Sa.st Germany, or even our own minds for that matter. Take 
Herod, for example. He wasn't really sovereign. He ruled only 
under the authority of Caesar. Why should he react so violently 
against the Christ? And the F.ast Germans, they can be as ser­
vile to their leaders in Moscow as they were to Hitler two de­
cades ago. Why the bitter opposition to any tinge of infringe­
ment of authority on the part of the Church? It doesn't make 
sense, does it? 

Yes, it does make sense ••. fv· there I s something else at 
stake here. It's not just the mere fact that rulers must sub­
Jue any threat to their authority. It can't be just that; be-
cause in one sense w�•re all rulers, we're rulers of our own �, 
lives. And somehow WP. � 0n�P. that we're not capable of stand-
ing alone. We need a fec:1_ · - ':lf some kind. We need to give 
our loyalty and devotion to something. We need to fit into 
something, an institution or system, that will give us a sense 
of security. In one sense we don't want to be rulers, to have 
all responsibility resting uoon our shoulders, and neither does 
anyone else. We need God, the One r..-lho was born in the manger, 
, . ..rraoned in swaddling clothes. 

But here, nrecisely here, lies the offense. It's easy to 
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• t come C-1,,r?, 
ur d 1gr l.:, . 

r q  

t e � � .t 9 
. •  ,,!arl J l 1.r,g c 1 

m the r c: 

Bu fE:rL i-� I m  ma.:< ..... ng too much 01 t tii.., . A l,e r al l ,  we 
w h }!imo \Te do keeu Christnlds . Ye5 • we d o  k0eo 1t . 9ut 
:-mat J 0 ..,  1 mean t o  you 7 A t1n1e c!  b1 .i.ght Lght::, a nd bea..i.t 
fu.l Cnr .,_ tir.a t r e  ., ? A t ime wheTJ we tell our ch: la 1 en "'bo..1 t 
Santa Claus , ar d t..onst ruct for �hem a magn.'...f1cent wor la r 

r-el1eve
5 wnere their hec1r �e�1.1 es will be fuli11l ·d , 

,,rnere all is right, in the wo1 1.d ? And r1e rhar:,s " 1 L .e o 
ties , dnd senaing 0f greet1 g caras . ana oers ... •;tent d rear, s of 
s f+ ly .... a �l1.ng snow 1n t he b 1.sk eveu r.g a u  wh _ Le ste1 

. �ghlJ;y , s�em:u,g1y unaware rf  the f a ct th=it . i ' s s.,o, 
r we cor s , c t  a w r ld o-" make believe fo 

NC•\,; a on '  t T'llS rr.atr tar,d me . l ' m  r.ct sayJ.ng 
to have these Unr.gs . They ' re .:'u e exun,ssion5 

t.ure ,, 3ut then , be curef  1;..i. • • .  lest go-1.ng tc cLurch on 
Sve , and hear1ng tne te:iutitu-1. Chr1stmc1s .., t a- ;v  a L, o  bec. on1e P=-- t 
c:" thi.., make-believe wor.i.d . Thac , t oo ,  : cannot he ..... J: tJt.t t.'1 r.i< , 
is na!'t of the otr1er s 1.de cf Ct1 L tma s .  Ann t hen t he real  c .tf­
_:,:,rence be ,,.-Jeer, ourselves ana He. 1d is rict �nat r,e tr.LPO to � .ll 
the Christ ch1ld i wtiile we wc.1 sh.1.n Him: but thd. L he haQ_ to try 
to Kill Ihm ir, oraer to do awd}' with Hj_m , wh1.lP we have �i.:.cce(l<l 
e ,  u, f'ir:d..,_ng a much eas 1er ,;roy t o  ke8o })pr. f rom Gecorung r.i. r g--
ev.:;n wh1..t.e wt"> suucosed -, were worsh ... tn.:n� fl m .  It ' s  on<> t'l rg 
to hav e tne glor ... 011s fes L iva l rf Crr ... ,l'Tld3 , 3ut q · .Lte a riolher 
th:rng humbly tc •,, or3 h lll thP One •,rr._, wa s bo.:T, 1r1 c1 n1d ng,-, r- w1U. 
cu� the sligh� .... st Linge uf glo�y . 

III 

T "'• e are the t\-lo sides of Cu ristmd:, r.,.x3 ca •Nc t .... s hu!11l 
l,; · l � because He ca?Tit I unlly , men w cu1d not � v: IL ii o be 
K 6 •  1 cw th-1. t we ha\/ .... ·J---t t.ne two .i.de s  togett1e r,  we e,ught 
be aole t o s e<> a li.ttle mere -lt:a1 lv thr ough t,ne confu� ion h � 
1., a l  ciYS a oa . _ _,f t h:s seas or, , and r,e rh;ios 1 01 c mor nt 
1. gL .. Mt:se f' .._n Christmas �ught to be . Ch rl[ Lm2s o .... E;t .. o 
ha 'le t•.,o s irie...; . 'Tna ' s  c1ea r .  9u J cer L:i _nly not thc- two de 
tt1dt J l ha:, hdd 1 ram Herod I s tiTre rig n ..,  nowr1 t o  ot..r own 1a..'i 
no .. a fc;�t:::..val of o i vir,e givirg and h wnan re ..,ectiori . ! , '> <''TlP­
how t e c.w o  s :::..des mus L. fall intc clace c1 ccord1ng t_ 91.,., n 
L . .tJe I s descr1.otion , 1-vhen t� ca l led Chr1s t•,1a s II the fest 1va l  of 
d .i.v1.r 1nd human love . '' If  Christma � WP""C' vJba t 1t 0uo;h1, t o  llf> ,  

j 



':. : ·.s s -! a re the two sides it would have . 

·, r.:.: •.,re ' ve got one s ide . It is a fe s t ivs.l c "  d ivir..e love . 
: • ,atter how much it hurts our pride to have a King Who was 

.: .; .'.'n u."'lder more humble c ircumstances than we we re ; and Who , in 
:�;_s t�iumnhant rise to  fame I made it only t o  the ho�izontal bar 
c- a cross : at least we can ' t  deny that it is the most magnifi­
cent exoress ion of d ivine love anyone c ould imagine . 

And to be sure , we ' ve got s ome taste of the other side ,  

...... 

too.  There is more in our kei=!ping of Christma s than just a sug . •  
!!estion of a festival of human love . Sure l._v a ll of our prayer� "' 

for pea ce on earth and good l- lll t owa rd men I a ll of our send:ing 
of  c�rds  and exchanging of Christmas greP.t ings a re not hollow 
mockerie s .  And it can' t be a mere coincidence that our tuber­
culosis society derives its ma in su-oport from the sale of stamts 
�ha i: are d istributed at Christma s t ime . Yet it ' s  or. this side 
of Christmas that something is mis sing , and that s omething is 
this : in our attempt to  ma ke this a festival  of  human love , we 
begin with a shining world of Christmas t rees and make-believe ; 
and not with the adoration of the 100 r-lho " em-otied ' -lirnself , 
s �d beca me like unto us . 

Martin wther used to  tell the s t ory . though he said he 
;;: ,:,t -:t f�om the -oa-oacy , of the t ime the c ev il went t o  church to 
o � tend mass . When they got to  the pa.rt or· the Patrem where the7 
" ,-r:2' the words : "The Son of  God was made man , "  the devil was 
sc  surorised that the people d id not kneel tha t  he struck one 
071 the mouth , and said : "Aren I t you � shamed to  stand there like 
cat t le ?  You ought to fall d own for j Jy .  I f  the Son of God had 
become our brother, like yours , we would n ot know what to do 
-rf"'\_ ..! " - ,..) . ,,;oy . 

If we could begin our celebrat i on o f  Christmas with a fresh 
c:� -,r�cia t :on of the joy that ought to  be ours bec::suse of this 
:-. --:� ast ound ing �act , tht=m oerhaos the other s id e  of Christmas 
� Juld so�eh ow fall into place a ls o .  



.-

MATER E+  DE  us 
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ADVENT VESPERS: "HE SHA LL RE IGN " 

Roy Roderick 

The annual Advent Vespers is an occa sion for the members 
of the seminary community to lift their voices in pra ise of the 
King-- no earthly king , but the King of Kings and Lord of wrds. 

No matter how often we pray " Thy '( ·_ngd om come" and speak 
of the K .ngdom of God , we a re a pt to h, rget that we a re commit­
t ing ou. selves in allegiance to  a King and His s overeign rule 
in our lives . Luther sa id of the Kingd om of God that it " comes 
indeed of itself , without our prayers , but we pray • • •  that it 
may come u nto 1s also . "  Such is the church ' s  prayer in this 
sea son of Advem . " Come , 0 Lord , and make no ta rrying . "  

" The Lord shall re ign for ever , even thy God , 0 Zion , unto 
all generat ions . Praise ye the Lord . 11 ( Psalm 146 ) 

This office psalm set J the theme for our worship . Each 
of the following Advent Prophecies test ifies to this impending 
reign of God . 

Preoara tion for His Reign . ( Isa iah 40 : 1-11 ) " Prepare ye 
the way of the Lord • • •  Say unto the c it ies  of Judah , Behold , the 
Lord God will come with strong hand , and his a rm sha ll rule . "  

Ba s is of His Reign . ( Isaiah 11 : 1-5 ) 
" And there shall come forth a rod out o f  the stem of Jesse • • •  
And righteousness shall be the gird le of his lo ins , and faith­
fulness the girdle of his reins . "  

Proclamation of His  Reign . ( Isa iah 61 : 1-4 , 10 , 11 )  

-.. 

'' The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me ; because the Lord hath -. 
� ri r. i..nted me to oreach good tidings unto the meek • • •  to proclaim 
the a cceotabl� yea r of the Lord . "  

EY.tent of His Reign . ( Isaiah 5 2 : 7-10 ) 
11 Thy l}od reigneth � • • •  And all the end s of the ea rth shall see 
the salvation of our God . "  

A s ingle note of joyful anticipat ion runs throughout . This 
i s  the soirit of the ooening hymn O Come , 0 Come Emmanuel . This 
ancient hymn , dating from the eigth century , was orig inally one 
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..- f tr.e "G:-eat 0' .: . ' These were ant pl or,s st.ng be fore and af te:i· 
the Magnificat at Vesuers frc.,m Deo•mber 17 to 2'3 . Each b�g�m, 
,,nth " O" a nn 11ses s o!'lle Old TE!stanu1t na me and nrcphetic type of 
tne Mes s ia h .  Four of these t :-ad .. .1onal chants have been se­
lected as t,he Resoonses to th� IP-sson.s : 

" 0  King 01 Na LJ.ons , "  
11 0 Root o1 Jesse , 11 

11 0 Key of' David , "  
" 0 Emmanuel • " 

... The necessl ty o f  ha ste in oreoaring for tne imner.d ing re1gn 
of God .:.s sourided in the opem.ng Choir A nther!'\ : 
" Sleeper:., wakt:i ; .1. or the n.:.gnt .:_3 fly in� • • •  Bencld . tl1e Y�iclegr,Yn 
comes 1 ii � l.Se and take your lamps . Alli'!lm.c:1. ! And tor fh.c; ma r­
riage- feast nre-p.._,. .ce ,  for ye ,1.1st go to trtf�c•� E:..r.i tn.,.r0 • 11 •.,racnet 
auf� ( J . S .  Ba t.n ) .  

The arinoc.r ement r f the Aavur.t Gos uel- the Ann r:r 
the Vi t g l.r, M.:i. 7: - · s Leraldt:d b.} e1 seco�d Gho.:r Ar1-.hen1 ,  

y_e Ch · :..st.iar1_, o  ( J . S .  Ba cn ) .  

� r 1  .... �__,_t§!1-i 01�f. JUs_Bs_ign . ( LLD< l :  2a-":j'"' }  
" &r c lJ ;  t1--• o · ..,halL eon�oi t• :rn thJ viomb , ar:d or r,p fortr 
sm1 , .<i ? ," • hnJ. t ~:1 ... l n . . n,H ,e Jc:0 • . He sh:: d 1; · gre.;,.t , 1 ,., 

t all b- ,:a�  , ed tn� .Sari of t1ie Hig•.t: - t ·  .:J. -.r:l L-t.e Ir�-1 ,..ro · • ... .i 

!? i.1, c:  tnt') h.:. , U1e �.n r c , .e of h i..., 1 ;i tne: Dd·v.:d : a . ,C '.� .sr1, J l  
-:- ovt� ct:c. noLi�e ·,f Jacob fo:eve r ·  e1r.d c f  �1 :.'-' h1.r.gd�.- n ,c.,•· 
, Dll be r10 er.d o ' 

i!GW Cc n• .,::, rc::soomi to 30 great a !TJYStery a,,u ....,,:mJ�rfl, l a 
gift 

I 
but ln a"'e c:L1d rmmility•. Such is t he snirlt.. of the cno1 r 

c1.nthE-J.L, O magr,wn i:!lYSt.f-�. ( Jaco'.:> Hand l ) .  •-.r.itnin the :::hanel 
t�tl.ing of ei,, ergrePn anJ candlelight , WP 2 re led to Tllc.i<e hotr,a ge 
tc, Christ our Klr:� . 
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SYMPOSIUM 

SOLi 

SACR�D ANO StCUL AR  

DEO GLOR tA  

Romaine L. Gardner 

Church peoole complain a bout the seculari2.a tion of Christ­
mas as they push their way through the down-town department 
stores. Ministers preach sermons on the " s ecularization of 
America" . Recent surveys show that " I  saw Mommy Kissing Santa 
Claus" is played more times on the local juke boxes than is 
" Silent Night" . And so, we are reminded that the problem of 
the sacred and the secular is still with 'J.s. 

-

When we speak of the s ecular we often mean by it anything 
that is not stamoed and certified as religious . Christmas trees 
are secular whereas manger scenes are s acred . Christmas dinners 
are secular and Christmas coTTununions are sac red.  There is a 
sharp line of demarcation between that which is sacred and that 
which is secular. If this is our vi. e w  ,J s to  the secular then we .. ..,. 
will want to eliminate as much of ::.. ·  as we can from our lives , 
because by its very nature it is inf e rior to the sacred. 

We may inquire just where in the history of Christian 
thought this sharp distinction between t he sacred and the secu­
lar arose . Certainly we cannot find this distinction in Augus­
tine. For Augustine the secular realm was com-pletely swal1C111ed 
un by the religious realm and - �nsequently there is no sharp 
d istinction to be made. Some have sue ge sted that this distinc­
t ion came out of the thought of Thoma s Aquinas . At least at 
this ooint we can s�e the culmination of this tyne of thinking , 
:<'o,.. Aquinas the se· J. rea 1m became the sub- structure and the -, 
religious realm be �c.me t.he sucer-structure . Thus l:,y its es"en. 
t i a  l be ing the secJ.lar was ne ither relig i ous nor sacred and con­
s ea'.1ent ly it wa<> infe rior to the sacrerl . There ca n be little 
c o11bt as to just what the Prote stant view · � at this noint .  
For Protestantism God i s  as much in s ecular existence as he is 
l!1 sacred existence. ( From " �xistentialist Aspects of Modern 
Art " by Paul Tillich in Christianity and the �xistentialists , ) 
Luther's point about the value of the maid with the broom in 
c ontrast to the monk soeaks directly to this situation. The 
housemaid's work, if it is done in the fear of God is suoerior 



- to the asceticism o f  t he monk , 4ven if his work is d one in the 
fear of God . Luther s eems t o  c vme out emohat ically on the side 
of the secula r .  

If , in the Protestant trad ition , we hav� no d ist inction be­
tween what is , in es sence , secular and w hat is sacred , wha t are 
we protes t ing a �a inst when we sneak in de roga tory tones about the 
secularizat ion of Christmas ?  The se cula r ,  for t he Protes + ant 
trad ition , is anything that oresents it self as a t hreat + o  the 
religious . Thus even the s o- ca lled sacred can become s omet�in� 

.,,- secular if it becomes a threat t o the reliP"i ous. We ca n sneak 
of the " secula r ·, �at ion of r,hristmas"  onl;: .; � '.>far as something 
other than the celebrat ion of the birthday of Christ become s  
the occa s ion for t h e  celebrat ion of Ch ristma s .  C' _, ·� oroblem the!l , 
as Christ ians , is n ot to  attemot to e liminate everything that 
is not s a cred , but t o  give religious meaning to the se cular.  

"What is  d ivinity if  it  can  come 
Only in s ilent shad ows a rrl  in d reams ? 
Shall she n ot find in comforts of t he sun , 
In nungent fruit and bright , green wings , or else 
In �ny ba lm or beauty of the ea rth , 
Things to  be che rished like the thought of heaven ?" 

From " Sunday Morning" by Wa llace Stevens . 

THE CHURCH  J NVOLVED 

Kenneth M. Trexler 

The Christ!TIB.s sea s on with it s religious cor� a nd engulfing 
commerc ialism sug �ests a problem wh ich is of no mean size - that 
nf the church a nd secula rism or " the secular" . ThP- fact that 
. olumes have been written on the oroblem reflect - :it s  size c j 

� ind icates the ut ter imoos sibility of d ea ling exhaustively with 
I it. I should like merely to ind ica te several ooint s re lated to 
1 the problem which I feel are ba s ic to any d iscuss ion of it. 

First , it s eem� �uite evident tha t the church ( the organ� 
whole - pe oole and i�-: · +. itut i on )  is , has been,  and �st be invol­
ved with the se cular as  it seems to be gene ra ll,y underst ood , i.e . 
that which is lacking a fairly obv ious religious ta int . It may 
come a s  a surnrise to s ome to learn t hat  the mus ic wh ich is 
seemingly cor . .  1. ng t o  be a cceoted as t he churchly music in eve r 
increa s ing c ircles ( Greg orian Chant a nd ola ins ong ) was origi'!1al-
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ly an adaotat ion of comr11on uractice t o  the ourposes of the lit- -.. 
urgy O The same holds true in the case of church architecture . 
Bven in the realm of thought the church has not been free from 
" s ecular" influence . Just the mention of Greek influence in the 
sphere of Christian thought should be enough to illustrate what 
I mean . The history of thP church d oes not illustrate a one­
s id ed relationship with the secular order as much as an inter­
act ion with it, and this not always t o  the shame of the church . 
It seems to me that if the church is t o  t ruly be the Church of 
Christ, an effective agent of am for His Word, it cannot stan d  
o n  a high plateau and look down a t  " the secular" i n  the valley 
below, but must come down into the valley, meet people at their 
level , adopt, adapt, and re interpret coJTL"Tlon thi()gs, contemporary 
things - " the secular" - for use in and by the church , and all 
this , while within limits, for the sake of meaningfulnes �  and 
relevance , The history of the chur:'.h sh ows invol-1,em� · � ,  the 
c ommand s 8nd example of Christ, as we ll as e ffective action in 
Hl.::. rame . demand involvement w i th " the :::;ecular. j' 

Segcnd , it seems t o  me that  the e hu "'Ch in re ,::ent, limes at 
lr-!a .,; L • thinking n0w vf the average dn. .. r n membe r - has been 
c c1 ughl up t cr.:: much ir, the d:i.s t i nct ion beu.ree n  " th,:, secu1 ar" and 
the " f,acred" which is in n·ality a false one fer the Christian . 
Tile wor-J " se c ula r" 0ften ca r- r ies 80nnota tions which point to  the 

.... 

de µreca1-i on v f  t he mate rial as dis t inc t from " the g odly" , 1--::>me -, 
t h ing wh:ch ult .. , m,::;  tely hold s no wa te r  f0r Christ ia r,ity . E.very­
t hin� m"1.n does , done in an " interested II fashicn , e ith� c  .1n 
U,1! :: r .. tc,..� st s  c ... �,�:!.f or s ome othe r  shallow cau::.e 5 or ult lmalelJ 

� 
in U:e i..n t!?res ts of God. The only di� t inctions which a Chri.<:.; ­
t- _j_3.1 1 : a : 1  make , while r. �  admitedly st a nd s  in the shadow of s in ,  
3- rt<-: those between the more o r  less suitable p ·· �tices , customs , 
d e s t hetic olecss of work, etc. for soec ific use in and by the 
church ; and between those which e:.,cpres::- 1 er a td in expressing 
and ore sent ing, the Word of r.rOd and the resnonse of the people , 
and those which d o  not. 

The only really valid, or in any sense des irable, use of the .--. 
cl.d je �tive " secular" for the Christian is as it is apolied to 
pe onle . 3ut this immediately brings us to the other s ide of thA 
coin, " secularism" . 

Therefore, third, it is the cult of the s o- ca lled secular , 
i . e . secularism or the ordering of life as if there were no God , 
and not the s o-called sec�lar itse lf (except as applied to the 
thought and li�e of persons ) ,  over against which the church 
must stand and do ba ttle . There is nothing UP-Christian about 
a c0:r.fortable or pleasant standard of living ( · 1 the se cular" ) if 
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,- it is sought , enjoyed , and shared in a Chris tian way . The church 
then is face to face with the thou�hts,  attitudes , me ' 'ves , val ­
ues , goals , and interests of neonle ; and in a s  !Tltlch a s  the church 
is con3tituted by forgiven but nonetheless stnful neonle whose 
thoughts ,  values , interests , etc . are not always nure , it is by 
no means free from secularism within its own camns . The chu�ch 
is involv�d aga in .  

It remains � J  a ooly the plumb line t o  the church And to see 
just how fa r seculc> rism has taken it from t he idea l of b•�ing thP 

.,- Body of Christ- a vita l instrument in the hands  of' God for the 
channel ing of His · 1ord - a  t ruly missiona ry church . This is 
where the task of Lhe c1-"lurchman begins . 

,... 

THE CH R I STM AS STAR A ND SPUTN f : 
'Edward R .  Kaooeler 

The story of the Christmas sta r is familiar to ev� ry Chris­
tian .  This was t he star that God set in the hec1vens to guide the 
wise men to Je sus . The wise men were awa rP of the significAnce 
of tha t star- -the star t hat w ould lead them t o  man ' s la st hooe 
of salvation . They watched the star and were gui.ded t o  Jesus 
Christ , the incarnation of the Word of 1od . 

We watch the heavens these days , t oo .  l3ut instead of 
watching for t he Chri stmas star w e  are more like�v watching for 
Soutnik , or for the rocket which prooelled it . Th is satelli�e , 
to a large extent , reflects the hone of the Soviet Pnion anrl 
her allie s , and the fear of the western nations . To �ussia , 
this is her Christmas sta r .  There is no Gerl on which to  oin 
hooes for the tyoe of' victory CoJlT"l'!unism wants .  Instead , power 
and technological advancement are t he order of the day . Soutnik 

,- is the symbol of the ga ins that Russia h,'l :, r.iade toward attaining 
her goa l  of world leadership.  

'tlhat then , d oes  America do--this land tha t nrofesses  to t 
a Christian nation in contrast to t he a the istic Co1'lTl'lunism of 
Russia ?  One would think that at t his  time it might m1=1 ke a �­
anora isal of its Christi;r n  a ims a nd resoonsibilities . But in­
stead we find ourselves in a fren7:v over the advances that 
Russ ia has made . The solution seem� t o  be for us to qet our 
missile pro�ram J •, �eded up . Some have sup;i;ested tta t a "crash 
prog ram" is in or, ... er t o  catch uo with th'"' Communists who are so 
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far ahead . Beat the "Commies 11 at the ir own ga!Tle � This type of • 
thinking reflects one thing very graoh i..cally- -we have come to 
the same conclusions as Rus s ia . Our s al�ation no  longer deoeoos 
uoon our trust in God , but it depend s  uoon our abil i..ty to gau, 
a�d ma inta in supremacy in the armaments race . Our econoiey is 
not based upon peace but on war--or d e fense if you pre fer. Des­
oite everything our Lord taught us ar.d desoite eve rything we 
have learned in the past , we are s t ill a n�tion that  thinks of 
America first . A congres s that sla shed fore ign a id unmercifulzy 
seems ready and willing t o  s pare no expense to get our arms pro­
gram in high gear . "Millions for defense , but not one cent for • 
charity , 11 is apparently s+,il l very much a live here today. What 
fore ign aid is granted seems to  be ';iven to those countries that 
can do  us the most good , rather than t o  those where it is most 
needed . We make certa in of the two-fold return before we do 
any casting of bread upon the water� . 

What then is the Christ ian answe r to this problem? Or has 
Sr:, ,1tnik cast  so much of an \: rlipse over the Christmas  star that 
it  will be imµ:)s s ible t o  see it aga in ? This s ituation has a 
famiJ. i.ar ring . It remind s us of the fight Christ had on His 
ha,d s  with the Jewish Zealots . These Jews we re not looking for 
a Saviour , but we re look ing for a Me s s ia h  that would deliver 
them from the hand s of the d readed opores sors . Their foremost 
thought was of  Israel . hat would be the leader of  the secular 
world . They had little time for this weakling that went about 
oreaching and doing good works . They wanted a man who was ready 
to fight a�a inst the Romans , but wha t they got was a Man who 
talked of nothing but (}ocl . 

Perhaus this is the k ind of  Christ W" �re st ill looking 
for today. Perhaps this Christ should wrE. :- s ome far- reaching 
havoc uoon the Russians so  that we could �o  on living in "peace" • 
At  least  it should be poss ible for us to develop arms as strong 
as  our enemie5 so that if they begin to  destroy us , we can re­
taliate in good Christ ian fashion . We can show them what hap-
pens to a country that tries arwthin� with us , for we have God 
on our s ide . 

This , obviously ,  is not the teachi�g of Christ . It is ob­
viousl_y not the Word of God . �,e a re not listening to the Word 
o� God , and we have apparently no  desire to  hear it . There are 
nc doubt scoffers who would put s ome one who advocated listen­
ing to the Word of God rather than  build ing up armaments in a 
mental institution . Yet it  remains that if  we had listened to 
the Word of God in t he f irst pla ce , the re would be little or no 
need for arms now . God has blessed this  nat ion s o  abundant)y 
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�� • a t we cann o t  � , t we have . Certa inly \e�e ' . '  C8 Y-

� ct opoortunj t v · :,: J ;:;  t o  s haw other natj ons wha t Chrj s t ia:1s  
0 0  with Gori ' s g L  L .  But what confidence can other cou"'ltries 
have in freedom or in Christ , when they see ou� land le tt ing 
foodstuffs rot !'at he r than sha ring them with those who starve 
in the str�ets ?  For t o  many oeople , our country is not only a 
symbol of freed om , but of Christ a s  well . 

The light of the Christmas star still shines for u s  t od ay .  
It gives us a light which Snutnik can never eclinse . The Word 

- of God is ever nresent , butit mus t be used to be e ffect iv� • 

.. 

.. 



THE BOOKSHELF 
The r;od Thrit Failed. Edited by Rich;:i rd r' ·os sman . 

3 --� 9ooks 9 
i949. 

New York, 

T} -;e days one is nev e r  at a los s t o  find numerous books 
which e:x.plain in a mos L erudite fashion the theoret ical and 
ph ilosoph ic content of Communist a actrine. Dogmas such as dia­
le ct ical materialism , e conomic dete rminism, the cj , ,sless socie� 
ty, the theory of surpl us value etc . are car e .:: ully ,wamined , 
and any reader  who is willing to sub ject h::i ;,uelf to  a few hours 
of strict mental dis c loline is s oon made aio.are of tLe inherent 
! dlla c te s  and contradict ions of Marxist. thought . 

Tr�� God That_ Fail_ed., also exnoses tr  t': . ,Jr1�nis t delus ion, 
t u.t .1t d oe s  not ci o  so .)fl a purely intellectll.al plane. The read­
e r- >� c un f r 0nted by the intima te tes timony of six literary fi­
gt .. re s and the ir brie f so journ in what they thought would bring 
� heD ve n on earth. " 

Political infm,ion and social d isintegration well charac­
te � _ . : the yea , �mmediatel y fol lowing 1918 . " In such t imes of --. 

po L L 1.cal and social upheaval , at: · �ract utopian concepts always 
seem to a cquire magnetic attraction. The obv ious shortcomings 
of the le ague of Nations , the long years of anpeasement of Hit­
h . the failure to suppor-t the o:r-igirial Democratic regime of 
S1)<'� in ,  and the general reh .. ctance of the-: Western powers to op­
pcse Fasc ism were strong c ontrj 1ting factors that  drew many to 
t he camp of Cumrnunism. 

Ar,d re G ide , Richard Wright g Artb-:ir Koe stler 9 Stephan Spen-
j c..I .  Ig r:.az io Sil.one , and Louis Fischer lived in differe nt parts 
..:, 1 tt1e worla and wrestled with tne i ,  own oa rticula r  problems. 
�et the one common eler � nt which all of them shared was a sense 
o f  socBl a.nguish. 1:r 1 ided.list,ic enthusiasm these me n allied� 
t nemselves wit h t,he re v olutiona:r:y movement which was going to 

� � d v d "  the world . 

In dramatic fashion this b ook describes the developing 
usychological states of mir,d of' the Communist e;onvert o In a · 
few bt'ief years , the early hopes of these six men turned to bit­
te r d isa npointment . Working for the Party and travel l tng through 
the Soviet Union made them aware of the 'treacherous and vicious 
nature of the Communist system.  What happens to a man when he 
!"ealizes that the theory to w hich he is _dedicated c on�ives of I 

7 
-· 
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- the art s  not as  creative forms of free exnression ,  but rathe r 
as weapons whi�h impose conformity ? What ha oT)0nS when human 
d ignity can no lon�er be comoromised ? 

The eminent philosonher Sidney Hook has sa id : "Without 
Democracy , a collectivized econorey- becomes at best a tool of 
benevolent desoots and bureaucrats , .nd at wo rst , the most t�r­
rible instrument of oooress ion in the history of l'Tlankind . "  It 
is the lat ter of these two alterna tives which tr.e six men in 
question saw as tre inevitable result of a ooliti cal doctr; ne 

,-. which orocla ims t,ha t t he ends justify the means . 

,... 

It has become evident that in Co�unism we oooose a " reli­
gious " movement which adhe res fanatically to  its fa ith . '-le ca n 
there fore conclud e the fina l victory CN er Communism will not be 
won on a bat tlefield but rather in the mind s of men . I think 
that this realization should make us aware of our grave res­
pons ibility as wa go forth from this semina ry and procl;i im the 
message of the God that  does not fa il . 

George H. Brand 
* * * 

wng Day ' � Journey Into Night . By �ugene O ' Neill . New Haven , 
Yale University Press , 1957 . 

'!mgene O ' Ne ill ' s  Long Day• � Jourrey Into Night is one of 
his last  plays . It revea ls a pa in�ul and tragic oa rt of his 
own autobiography . The author says that he ha s long been 
haunted by this " tale of old sorrow . "  Here in four acts 0' NE -; �_1 
reveals a human s ituation that soeaks t o  us . The chara cters of 
the play suffer for t heir own sins . The reader  is  led to feel 
the jud gment and the hooelessness  of these peoole who have lost 
their guid e .  

In the play we see a family o f  �")ur . The father of the 
family , James Tyrone , is an alcoholic . He wa s an a ct o� 1n his 

,- younger  days , but now is a d eale r  who imrests all his money in 
secondhand houses . Eve rything th-" t. he gets is s econdharrl . 
" Secondhand bargains in everything . "  The value of the dollar 
becomes the center of his life . He is  even too cheao t o  get 

paA 

a good doctor for his dying son .  He admits that h is family has 
lost the meaning in life because "You have flout j the fa ith 
you were born .!'Inti hl-0, , r,.ht, up in • • •  and your denia l has brought 
but self-deE � · 

ThP- mother of the family lives in a d ream world . Her  
thirty- five yea rs of ma rriage have resulted in comolete fa ilure . 
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She has become a drug add ict because her husband was too cheap ___.. 
to get her a doctor who could help her. She soends her life 
in suspicion and loneliness. She always remembers the past arxl 
the d irty rooms of filthy hotels where she had to live most of 
her married life.  She blames her husband for everything, and 
her philosonhy of life is revealed when she says : "Not to try t o  
understand , or help things that can�ot be heloed - -thA things 
life has done to us we cannot excuse or explain . "  There is no 
way out. Nevertheless, the reader of the olay feels that in 
spit e of all this, there should be a way out--the �race of God 
in forgiveness wit·�1 which the family was not acquainted. 

The oldest son, Jamie ,  who calls himself a bum is also an 
alcoholic . He tries to ruin his brother I s life, and he succeeds 
in it . His brother, Edmund , is s ick and sees no value in living . 
He says : " Be  always drunk. Nothing else matters • . •  be drunken 
continua lly. 11 For him,  too , there is no way out. 

At the end of the play the reader feels that he is at the 
1 1 gates of hell . 11 The whole drama becorrt>s like a great fire-­
beyond man ' s  ability to put out , or i , .) d o  anything about it. 
The only thing the mother of the family can say is : " I  went t o  
the shrine and prayed to the 3lessed Virgin, and found peace 
again • • •  " But when she says this she is completely doped and 
has no control over hf self. wr 

0 '  Neill has once more presented a vivid picture of people 
who find themselves caught in a situat ion from which they can 
not escape. I became convinced while read ing the play that 
only God could do something about the chaos in which the charac­
ters found themselves. The play stand s as a negative witness. 
It helps us to see that man, by his own power , can not bring 
himself out of the confusion in which he finds himself. Through 
this negative witness we can graso a better understanding of the 
human pred icament and better comnrehend the relevance of the 
1ospel of Christ. And this is our task : to be able to grasp the 
meaning of the negative witness and to s i.iow that God can b :·eak ,_,... 
through--even to those who stand outside his flock . 

Arvids Ziedonis , Jr , 
* • * 

TOSCANINI � An Jntimate Portrait. By SalT!Uel Chostzinoff. New 
York , Alfred A. Knopf, 1956 . 

Often times we try to picture in our mind ' s  eye the quali­
t ies which are inherent in the personality  of a musical artist , 
Of course ,  it is understood , we all have our ind ividual concep-
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.,,.. tion of wha t it means to oe: an artist oer se . 

This book portrays Tosca nini  as  a musica l  oe rTectionist 
of great eminence . The author uses  his  own oe rsona l rel:l tion­
ship with t he maestro a s  his sta rting point for the formulab on 
of the material  conta ined in this book . The oicture of Tos­
canini , pa inted by the author ,  is int imate a nd rea l . Read j ng 
the book transplanted me into a not her '!.J'crld ; it brought me unrler  
the soell OT this  great mus ical master .  

,-. The author has taken a back seat , he rerr.ains '.--. id den behind 

-

.. 

his word s in order t hat  the life of this  proTound artist may 
clea rly be portrayed . Here , clea rly oainted , is rny Tosca nini . 
oictured as  a perfectionist , who unfalte ringl y  goes  on h is way 
to produce a ou.,..e a rt in exoressing the music of the grea t ore­
sent and oast masters . This  is exc.. it ing reading wh ich � .:.  ca 1-
culated to  rip through every emotion of which you are caoable . 

As  f}od is experienced i·-, the SA c red , he re he is  1',,oa rted 
in the secular .  To d .  1y tha t r.10d worked in and through th is 
artist would be to deny the very oerfecti on of F.is heing . 1od 
is at work in that which He crea tes . He not only exoressed 
Himself in ind ividual lives , but He find s  an avenue of exores­
s ion through their crea tive effort3 . In striving for perfec-
tion , Toscanin i  missed the God of perfection . In striving for 
expression ,  God laid His har j upon Toscar : :1 i .  

"The baton sliooed from his har< . He steoned unstead ily 
from the pod ium and walked with a d rooping head off stage , 
while the orchestra behind him screamed out the exultant , 
throaty C Ma jor jubilance of t he Prelude ' s  final bar.  It 
sounded like the world ' s  a ffirmative judgment on the ma n  who 
had for so  long revea led to it the na ked ma rvel of grea t mus ic . 
He was now , before thei r  very eyes , stumbling toward silence , 
probably forever . "  

him. 
An empty pod ium behind him,  the God of perfection before 

Arthur F. Ha i�erl 
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NEWS 

TH E CAMPUS 

A sabbatical leave will excuse Dr. Russell D. Snyder of 
teaching resnonsibilities for the dur8 + ion of the spring 
semester. The sabba tical leave is offered to faculty members 
by the Board of Trustees on the basis of seniority. �he 
ooportunity has been declined by Dr. �rederick Nold e who has 
taught at this seminary since 192 2 .  

.. 

Dr. Snyder's pla ns for the fortt1-comin� semester include • 
writing and resear�h. He hopes to complete a short work con­
cerr.ed with the minist ry and teachings of Jesus o He has also 
been asked to assume res�onsibility , fo r six mont hs p of the 
11 Sible Study 11 page in ]'he Luthe.r:an. An addit ional ltem in Dr. 
Snyci er 1 s agenda is a olan for resea rch in various nhases of 
the history ,_,f the Aoos tolic Age o 

Al though definite pla ns hc1v e  not yet been c omr,,leted , it 
is likely that Dr. Snyd er i s courses will be taught by Dr. 
Re wnann. Graduate School responsibi lit i""s will be assumed by 
Dr. TanDP,rt in the field o i  church his t.ory. 

Under the oresent sabba t ical prot?; ra m ,  eli�ibility is de­
t e r�ined o� the ba sis of service. Only full oro fessors may 
avc1il themselves of the olan. It ha s been d e s igned to run for .. 
c1 full semester , afford ing the onoo rtunity to make use of the 
prE:ceding or succeeding summer months. The leave is to be 
�sed for t ravel , resea rch , creat ive writing, or study--all 
w itt the vie w of enriching the life u f  the nro fessor and, 
c onsequen t ly ,  those who study und er him. 

The cost of the sabba tical leavE::: is borne by the semi­
nary ; all nrograms of study are sub je ct, t -:- the approval of 
the Board o f  Trustees. 

* * * 

Dr. ,John Reurna nn is to speak b� fure the annual meeting of 
tLe Soc iety of 3iblical Litera ture and Exegesis. The title of 
h 1-� oape r ,  to be delivered to the New Testament section of the 
!"le !c t ing , is " Steward s of God. " In his naoer, Dr. Reumann will 
d i s cuss pre-Christian apolications o f  oikonomos in Greek. 
Snecia l  re ferences are to be made in connection •�ith its usa �� 
.i.n I Corinthians 4 : 1-2, I Peter 4 : 10 ,  and Tituf; 1 : 7 .  

The society I s meeting is to be held on Del.:1:.. mber JO at 
Sout \. ·1 , , , , 1  : c; · , � ological Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky. 

* * * 
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Dr . Luther Reed was the sneaker at the second monthly 
meeting of the Seminary Choir held on November 21 at the 
refectory. Dr . R�ed , Chairman of the Joint Commission which 
prepared the new r· ommon liturgy of the Lutheran Church, spoke 
concerning its compilation. He traced the develooment of the 
new hj· ,mal and liturgy from the resolution in 1944, (U. L . C .A. 
convention ) which invited the other American Lutheran bodies 
to assist in the oroject, to the present day activities of the 
comrnis s ion . 

The work of comoiling a new liturgy and hymnal was 
• ..,.. delegated to numerous committees which soecialized in par­

ticular fields of endeavor .  
In the process of the commissiorls work, it was necessa ry 

to study the roots of Lutheran divisions which ureviously had 
surung up in Europe. This , alone, led to much research and 
many years of careful and devoted study . 

Dr . Reed mentioned that the melodies and tra nslations of 
"Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott" were numerous . Six trans­
lations ,r,.:2 four melodies had been circulating throughout the 
Lutheran churches in the U . S .A .  and Canada . Now the Lutheran 
using this new book will be able to sing the best of the 
translations . With one exception, all the Lutheran bodies 
have assisted with the comoilatlon of the new liturgy and 

._,.. hynmal. 
The first edition is already under way with an expected 

oroduction of over 600,000 cooies. It is expected that it 
will be available sometime in March, 1958. 

* * • 

The 1958 Senior 3anquet has been scheduled for Aoril 24 
at St . Paul ' s  Lutheran Church, Ardmore. Plans for the 
program have not been announced. 

The Banquet Committee is traditionally composed of 
members cf  the Middle Class. This year ' s  committee is unde� 
the chairmanship of Paul Pfadenhauer . µ� is being assisted by : 

_,-. Richard G .  Miller, Publicity ; Robert Ke� Dinner Arrangements : 

.,. 

Richard Schlagel, Speaker ;  Elton Richards, .Jrogram; and Ji' ,;,_ 
Roderick , Middle Class President. 

• * • 

Mid-year commencement will be held in the Schaeffe�- A �h­
mead Memorial Church on �.Jednesday, January 15, 1958 , at L 
a.m. George Brand, Peter Fish, William Fluck, John Hendler, 
William Hunter, and Rodger Krause will receive the Bachelor 
of Divinity degree • 
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ANGEL ANT/CS 

The basketball season is well underway now, and the Angels 
are still looking for their first victory. Here is the record 
of the Angels so far this season. 

Angels 56 Philadelphia 63 
Angels 54 Watertower 59 
Angels 45 Burbas 62 
Angels 25 Bullets 61 
Angels 48 Eagles 64 

Suecial : Norm Melchert surpassed Rodger Krause ' s 
world record for tardiness recently. With only two minutes 
remaining in Church Administration, Norm came into the room 
and broke the class wide open. Congratulations Norm� 

Until next year: Season ' s Greetings. 
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