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NOTES FROM LEBANON

Seminarian Tom McClellan is in the
tiny country of Lebanon for this aca-
demic year. Tom entered Mt.Airy with
the Class of 1963 and was selected as
this year's Mt,Airy student to teach
English at the Schneller School in
Bikaa,Lebanon,

In a‘recent letter to a fellow semin-
earian, Tom said,”" My letters are for
anyone who may be interested in travel-
ing or in hearing of first-hand exper-
iences in t. is part of the world,"
Knowing that most of us are thinking
of travel now that exams are drawing
nigh, we are sure Tom will be happy to
know we printed excerpts from his let-
ter.

"My trip here wns an unforgettable
experience in itself, Casablanca and
Alexandria, the two main Arab cities I
visited, are similar in their intrigue,
in their contrasting atmospheres of
the old and the modern, and the wealth
and the poverty.

"Cyprus wes a quiet place that seemeéd
isolated from the rest of the world...
Athens is quite a modern and active
city. It scems that the Acropilis
stands a silent atch over Athens and
its peonle., I mny be sacreligious,
but it (Acropolis) scemed to be the
most sacred place I have yet visited.-
It seems like the Mecca of the VWesterp
world, Perhaps I shall change my mind
when I visit Jerusalem.

"The Greck ship was much more inter-
ésting than the American Independence
eeeMy cabin alone was filled with
strange people from distant lands.

At first I was with a French priest
going to Athens, From Athens I was

with two Greeks from Alexandria; a
French Jesuit priest who spoke perfect
Arabic was in the bunk under mine.
There was also a Sudanese man..e.Another

Sudanese came ih later, He wore a flow-
ing white robe..,.l was shaving one
morning when in the mirror I saw he
(continued on pagé 2,eolunn 2,)

Sam Seminarian Reports...

ULCA WERCZHIP CONFERENC

On October 17th and 18th delegates from

28 of the ULCA's 32 synods assembled
at First Lutheran Church in Pittsburg
for the Second Annual Worship Con-
ference. The principle speakers were
the Rev. Dr. Roy J. Enquist, professor
of religous education at Wittenberg
University, and the Rev. Dr, George R.
Seltzer of this semin~ry. Dr. E.juist
spoke on "The Sacrament of the Alt~r
and the Theology of the Liturgy" while
Dr. Seltzer addressed the conferencs
concerning "Principles and Standards
Behind the Service Book and Hymnal",
Some of the highlights include:

== The worship life of the church
should be improved by using laymen to
assist &t communion services. Such a
procedure was approved by the 1960
ULCA convention, but few congregations
have employed it. The statement said
that such a layman should be "a com=-
municant member of the church, approv=-
ed by the church council for this pur-
pose, to be given trnining by the min-
ister and be specifically commissioned
for this ministry in his congregation
only." In addition, the statement sti-
pulated that the laynan's ministry
should be subject to annual approval
by the church council or congregation.
-~ Dr. Enquist stated that "the reg-
ular use of the laymen in the reading
of the scriptures would be 2 much
healthier practice than the inter-
ruptions of the service on special oc=-
casions by presentations by the men's
¢lub or Luther Leaguc!

-- "The passing of offering plates
among the congregation during the ser-
vice is a distraction from the business
at hand...the practice of passing the
plate creates the impression that the
church is asking for money while in
fact the true meaning of the offering
is that the church is giving money."

(continued on page 2, columnn 2.)
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UNITY

These columns have becn irenic, I
hope, for more than one reason. First,
the groundwork had to be laid for fur=-
ther discussion. Secondly, it is our
firm belief that polemical, negative
thinking is an unnecessary obstruction
to ecumenical progressS. But the time
has come, it seems, to begin a few
definitions in contrast to the attit-
udes and definitions of others.

Involved in the rejection of polemiecal
thought s the basis of theology is
the supposition that theological form=-
ulations are not ends in themselves.

If they were, we could fight for them
in opposition to nll variants and
obscurities without the slightest
qualm; it would be easy to divide all
the world into wrong and right and
stop there.

But what if our ideas and thought-
forms are basically our conception of
revelation and not self-sufficient ends
-then our task must be defined in a
different woy., If wc understand a theo-
logical principle as an attempt to un=-
derstand God's will and not 2s that
will itself, we will be more wary of
applying the principle of contradiction
to them.

For example, if ns “r.Heinecken says
there is nn absolu‘'e either/or between
Luther's formulation of the act of jus-
tification and 2all other 2nalyses, then
ecumenicity is for Lutherans exactly
what it is for Rome:conversion to us.,
But if this Reformation heritage is
understood within an historical situa-
tion and upheld solely as a positive
definition, must it reject the theol-
ogies in which its emphasis is not as
central or is defined in different
terms?

Just as there are some questinns which
cannot be properly asked of a theology,
Just so there are certain presupposit-

NOTES FROM LEBANAN (cortirued from Pel.) |
had spread out a.little carpet and was
in the process of saying his prayers to
Allah. It seemed so strangc and almost
humorous in such a tiny cobin., I could
not help but think of Queecueg, the
savage, in Moby Dick."

Lebanon is a very small country, says
Tom, "about half the size of New Jersey"
It lies directly north of Israel; to
the west lies the Mediterranean, to the
east Syria.

"Most of the other teachers are Ger-
man and speak little or no English. I
think they are a little younger than
I... The country is hard to describe,
Bikaa is aplateau valley that lies be=-
tween two mountain ranges...Bikan, our
valley, is quite beautiful to behold
from high up in the mountains."

So goes Tom's letter. Next fall, he
will undoubtedly have much morc to tell
us about his year in Lebanon,

Sam Seminarian (continued from p.l.

The offcrings could be placed in plates
in the narthex and presented at the
altar at the appropriate time.

-- The laymen could be used to chant
when the minister is not musically in-
clined. Too nften reading by the min-
ister and the response of the organ
becomes a "ping-pong gamel

-- Involving the laity in the liturgy
could be accomplished by 2 "free-stand-
ing altar". Dr. Enquist acknowledged
that there is some objection to such
an arrangement on the grounds of get-
ting too close to the peoplec. "If
there is no room for ugly c¢ld ladies
and squawking babies in the Body of
Christ, then perhaps we had better ex-
amine our motives in this which we
place our hope."

UNITY (con't) that", can you escape
from the prison of thought-forms and
categories which doom any discussion
with others before it starts,

ions with which ecumcnicity cannot deal, To express more adegquately than I have

¥e might 2s well face up to that!
There seems to be an final choice here

the ecumenical attitude to which I re-
fer, I quote from J.Rohert Nelson's

between thinking in opposites and think-article in the recent Christi

ing relatively. Only when you can stop
saying,"this is wrong" and start say-

irg,"it is not as good in this way or

(continued bottem of next column)

anity and
Crisis: "The world waits for the app-

earing of churches that are sufficient~
ly united to teach and confess the ful-
ness of faith that many thesdogians and
their students have already embraced."

Geor eckman ‘
ge ‘lec 4
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Editorials
The Trouble With Yeople,..

"He the Christiar7, is bound into
a fellowship with all who share with
him in this new life through Jesus
Christ-so that he has his life in the
Church, and not just the Church »of
the present but the Church of all the
ages" (James D.Smart,The Teaching
Ministry of the Church,1954,p,110,)
This statement is tertainly not new

and net particularly originally worded.
But it scems adequately clear to elicit

assent on our part, e recognize it as
pointing to an important mark of the
Church-"the communion of saints,"

How much this communion is realized

in each age is a matter of debate,

and we do get a little tired of all
the talk about '"togetherness." Some=-
how it scems that, although we're

not perfect and are aware of it, we're
making an effort at being a real
brother to other Christians, low suc-
cessful we are may be another matter
of debate; yet few of us have the
energy or interest any longer to

press such a debate,

Yhat seems so often to stand between
Christian brothers are those subtle
but effective differenccs, the ones
which do not lcnd themselves easily
to the attraction of opposites. Ye
might imagine ourselves dying for a
particular persen but can hardly see
ourselves rooming with him. Ye might
help push his car out of the snow
but would be most uncomfortable being
assistant to him in his pastoral
charge., It is impossible to bridge
the gap which our backgrounds and
personalities have fixed between us,
Ve may eincerely try to love him but
give up at trying to like him, In a
seminary community this can be eeen
pPlayed out in huge distorted images,
perhaps because s¢ much of what hap=-
pens here becomes o pattern of what's
to happen with the less intimate re-
lationships in the parish or instit-
ution later en.

Yet why do we kcep banging our head
against a stone wall? The disjunction
between loving and liking is, in the
Christian perspective o false one.

It'e not that there isn't such an an-

imal as "liking": it's simply that it

doesn't enter the picture, in the

last analysis, It pales away when love
enters the heart. To keep seeking out

the people we like is to keep barking

up the wreng, the very wrong tree, For
when we put namcs under the hcading,

"Be polite to,but...", we're looking
enly at these people. Ye're seeing all
the things, big and little, ahcut
them that repel or bore us., We're
seeing all the ways they ecan be nasty
or false or drab.

And when we talk about accepting
people as they are, we're inevitably
talking about Christ. ''e don't know
how to accept people ~s they are,
but He did - and does, If we look,
we'll notice that He didn't slur over
the differences between people in His
love, but He did bridge the gaps. He
didn't turn Pcters into Jamgses or
Magdalenes into Marthas, but He did
build the bridge-and that's what is
really important.

Lest someone be mistaken, this is
most derinitely dogmatic (with all due
respect to systematics.,) But dc you
think we'll ever stop looking toward
our brother as the starting point of
our Christian love? And start examine
ing our state of affairs with God? He
can be the most unpleasant and dis-
tasteful person around us, but what
he is is strikingly unimpertant when’
He is the Author of our love for him,.

Perhaps, then, the best response to
the statement, "I can't stand him"
is, "Then,kneel,"

The Seminarian is published weekly
during the academic year by the
Student Bedy of the Lutheran Theolog=-
ical Seminary at Philadelphia, 7301
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PH: The Bible is good literature.
PH: Nothing to excess.,

PH: Maryrs are masochists.

PH: Practice makes perfect.






