e -
o

BTN Erea B AN
! Vol XYIIT November 8,006 oo

INTER-SEMINARY MOVEMENT NEYS

The I.S.M. 8samaun begon with an inter-
seminary conference on the evening of
October 20, at the Crozer Seminary,
Cnester, Pa. The principal speaker was
the Rev. C.H. Long, Jr., the thene
"Mission and/or Unity".

A tentative progran for I.S.M. area
activities has been drawn up. It in-
cludes a series of dinncr exchanges be=-
tween locnl seminnries, a one-day inter-
seminary conference, and ~ weekend re-
treat in the spring.

March 1€ and 17 are the dates for the
Mid-itlantic I.S.M. Confercnce which is
to be held in the Philadelphia area.
Anyone intercsted in working with the
planning comnittec for this conference
or in subnitting articles of ecumenical
interest to the ncw I.S.M. arec2a journal
should sece H. Maertens,

SUMMER FIELD-WORK PROGR.AM EXPLAINED

Thursday evening, November 2, saw
Hagen Hall 1 filled to near copacity
with niddlers nnd juniors intcrested in
learning about field work opportunities
for next surrer. Beginning with the
Class of '63, it is arecuirement of the
Seminary that one sumner during the
three yenrs bc devoted to full-time,
Supervised work in a parish, church
agency, clinieal training, national
parks scrvice ¢r o8 a chaplain at a sune
mer canp. In this manner the part-time
work in a parish during the niddle year
and in an institution during thc scnior
Year is suplimented by full timc exper-
icnce,

Robert Lee Miller, who spent last sun-
rer working in the National Parks sun-
ner service program, snoke of the oppor-
tunities there. A person works during
the weck at a sccular job in the park

and conducts Sunday services and other-
réligous activities as his schedule and
inagination pernite.

Claude Crumpton, Paul Pholps, Don
alker, and Charles Zeigler told of
(continued on p.3,column 2)

Work towards unity of the Church must
be done on two fronts at least, Both
with those who are a part of the Re-
formation tradition and with the Roman
and Eastern churches reunion is de-
sirable, for all those should be in-
cluded in our hopes for a united Christ-
endom who confess that Jesus is Lord,.

But thris two-front approach is more
than an eventual hope; it is the nec-
essity of every moment in ecumenical
progress, Lutherans are well aware that
error lies on either side of the truth;
the confessional writings of our church
are anple testimony to the two-front
defense of the Cospel in Lutheran
thought. So too, therefore, the ecu-
menical stance, which is the other
side-so to speak~ of the confessional
defense, will be mindful at all times
of the two worlds of thought which it
addresses,

The two sides of discussion should be
kept in balance, lest in approaching
only the one side we become lopsided
ourselves, This means in practice that
the closer we become to other forms of
Protestantism whose traditions have
been weaker in some areas than ours,
the more we shall neced the emphases
which a different position of a "cat h-
olic" nature can give. Thus, as the
YYorld Council of Churches becomes mo:re
and more effective in producing dia-
logue among its members, including t he
Eastern elements, and the morc numer-
ous become the intra-protestant mergecr
discussions, the more wec shall have
to listen to the Roman Church in ordeer
to preserve the hope of uniting all
Christendon,

A two-front situation is easy to tallk
about, I know, and not so easy to
actualize., There are the differences
in each church's criteria for dis-
cussion or union which destroys the-
neatness of a double nppronch., Also,
the theological questions themselves
(continued on p2,colunn 2)

UNITY



Page 2

CANCER COUNTDOWN

Sam Rayburn is dying of cancer. He
Xnows it; his relatives know it, and
so do one hundred and eighty-five mil-
lion other Americans. ''hen John Fostcr
Dulles died of the same illness, Wwe
all knew about that too. One wonders
when the American press will realize
that there are some moments in a man's
1ife which he does not wish to share
with his fellow-Americans, and that
even our hallowed motto "Togetherness"
has its limitations. It would be very
understandable if Mr, Rayburn did not
particularly look forward to or appre-
ciate the publication of his state of
health every day in the newspapers ac-
companied by the count-down of how
many more days he has to live. Even
such august newspapers a8 The Man-
chester Guardian and the New York Times
are guilty of this.,

The newspapers do not mitigate the
aloneness of death, They just turn it
into something resembling a three-month
horse race., The only difference is that
the finishing line is the ultimate onej;
there's only one man running, His only
reward is a long article in the news-
paper, the last article, telling one
hundred and eighty-five million Ameri-
cans that at the very end Mr, Rayburn
clutched his Bible and saluted the Amer-
ican flag. The newspapers will tell us
what his last words were, who was with
him at his death, and what the react-
jons of the people were when he died,
If possible, all statements will be
liberally accompanied with photographs
of the death scene,

The entire grotesqucisprolonged funeral
is reminiscent of 2 scene in the movie
La Dolce Vita, where a woman has just
lost her two children and her husband
by a2 murder-s uicide/ /hen she is inform-
ed of the tragedy the photographers
want - to get a "good shot" of her face,
Then, nillions of people can look at
the naked grief on her face over their
morning coffee, and then can use the
paper to wrap up the garbage.

Sam Rayburn end all public figures
who die day by day in the columns of
our newspapers are being cheated out
of the few precious months of the most
neaningful privacy and solitude in a
human being's life., Denth is not a

public affair; on the contrary, it
is the most private affair a person
ever experiences. :

Virginia Woolf, in Orlando, had one
of her characters say,'"V’e perish each
alone," This is surely accurate, and
even the .merican assunption that
nobody ought to do anything alone is
defeated by this sinmple truth,

In american life we'are SO used to
public relations nen, conferences and
committees, that we have forgotten
that ultimately anything of enduring
value springs from the mind of one
individual and is directed to the minds
of other individuals, /s 2 corollary
of this, we assume that just as the
committee has replaced the individual
in his lifetime, so can the journal-
ists replace the individuzl in his
death., It can't be done, not in life
and not in death. ‘e do perish alonc.
All the newspapers in the world cannot
mitigate this fact of human reality.

Wesley Hamlin

UNITY (continued from p.l)

do not line up so easily. I really do
not expect the generalized plan of
which I speak to be a detailed pro=-
gram for preserving balance or attain=-
ing unity-it is rather a roughshod sort
of guide, a rule of thumb, which I fcel
we dare never abandon.

These considerations may shed light
on the fact that for most of these
colunns the dinloguc with Rome has
been the main area of ccumenicnl con-
cern. It is my opinion, you sce, that
the pan-Protestant novcnent has en-
ough backers already, and that it is
being aided by the powerful cultural
force which Martin Marty cnlls the re=
ligion of Americanisn, Therefore, it
has been our job to cast a glance in
the other, and much nore thorny, di-
rection so that it too may enter our
perspective and cnlightcen us with its
particular problems

As we have said so often and must €OP”
tinue to recognize, the ecumenical
road is neither easy nor clearly BaP~”

ped out; but that it be traveled 1Sy
I believe, God's will,

George Veckman
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HANGELS WITH GLASPHANTS: ¢h=";
g n
GUNTHER SCHATTENM.NN l )h
(Ed.Note: Perhaps since Nativity|tine

is nearing, we were inspired to ‘take
a look at some of Mt.iAiry's "angels,"
Whatever the reason, reporter Ben
Thorpe this weeck sets forth a dis-
cussion he had with Tenor Glinther
Schattenmann, )

Last Friday 1 had the opportunity of
speeking with GUnther about his past
expericnces in Germany, his course of
study here now, and his future plans,

GUnther was horn in Munich and also
is a graduate of the university there.
He explained to me the difference in
the steps needed to become a pastor
in Germany and those necessary here.lt
appears that when you leave the uni-
versity, which we can equate with our
college training, it is necessary to
take an exanination which, when passed,
enables you to attend & preaching sen-
inary for one year, This seens to be
the equivalent of our homiletics cour-
ses without the background of 0ld Test-
anent or New Testament studies, After
this year you are placed in a parish
as a student pastor which they call
"vicar," GUnther was the vicar of a
parish in Munich about 1% niles from
the Connunist wall, He came to the
United States to study at Mt,Airy, and
vhen he returns he will be given a
parish for 13 years and then take his
second exoanination, If he passes this,
he will then be ordained,

It #s understandable in view of the
Gernan method of training why Ginther
would feel that we do not have enough
pPractical experience to take over a
parish when ordained, He also points
out #the difficulty of our being stud-
énts during the weék and assisting in
churches on Sunday,

Ginther is certainly heawy on exper=-
lence because prior to coming to the
United States he’was performing the
ritess of Baptism, burial, and=in cer-
tain circumstances- Communion,

It was interesting to hear that by
far tthe most popular method of burial
is cmemation and that in the commun~
itiess where GUnther was there were
approoximately twelve cremations per
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day for Protestants. Giinther performed
the burial rites for many of these,nl-
though they wers not alwvays members of
his parish. The popularity of cremat-
ion is due to its being inexpensive,
and the three crematoriums in Munich
serve the whole area, Because these
people were unknown to Glinther in many
cases, the burial service appeared to
hin to be almost impersonal, Gilinther
hinself is one of the warmest and
friendliest students that I have run
across, and his willingness to exchange
ideas I found to be invaluable because
of his wealth of experience,

1)

their experiences in the progran of the
Council for Clinical Training and the
Institute for Pastoral Care, Unlike the
National Parks service, where a man I1s
able to augment his income, clinical -
training involves a fee of about $125,
This 1s necessary to defray the cost of
operating an accredited national
progron for such training, In deal~-
ing with those who are nentally 1ill

one learns not only how to work with
these persons but also gains insight
into his own personality; perhaps

the nost beneficial aspect of the
progran, &

Chaplin Farnel, of Byberry State
Hospital in Philadelphia was present
and answered many questidns concern-
ing the clinical progran, Associated
for many years with the Council for
Clinical Training, he explained the
development of the council’and the
proéedures for application, The
Reve Mr. Farnel interviews nen fronm
this area who make application for
pdsitions in hospitals throughdut the
U, Se which offer this service.

There was no one present who has
spent a sunmer in parish work or in
a church agency. Mr. Stunp recon-
nended that if a student is inter-
ested in this type of work he should
be on the lookout for a parish or
agency where he feels the work ecould
be done of knows that sunnmer help willl
be needed, This should be done as
gpoon as possible since special
appropriatién is often necessary
by the church council or board ef

directorse

FIELD WORK PROGRAM (continued from p.
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Ine werbers of the Seminary corrunity
are dirccted to the loved issue of The
Lutheron, Herein tho old question of
vhether television is destroying God,
liother,Country,culture, and rthatehaves
vou is exhumed znd given the old "one=-
tuo" again, ihc macabre business takes
the form of a debate (loose use of the
stord indeed) between a church school
teacher and Ur,Robert Huldschiner olus
enlichtenin” cowrments from the editor
of The « The catch in the whole
affair is, of coursc,that Dr,Huldschiner
is (hee,hee) a TV script-imriter,

lhe tencher,iirs,ilcanor i‘ora of ler
Jersey, undcrstandably rcgards TV as
totally evil and a mcnace to the Church,
It may even confuse our children, After
all, she argues, TV scems to suggest
that there's nothing extraspcciel about
God= "Superran can fly, Perry ii2son has
great wisdom, Popeyc has fabulous
strength, .o 'he vcatherman predicts rain,
“no needs God?"

Point 2 for iirs,.ora: TV actually stim-
ulates absenteeism fron church services,
"Cne no longcr stays out too late, Cne
stays up too late", watching TV-of
course,

de micht expect fron Dr,Huldschiner
a kindly rcbuttal of lirs,:ora's argue
ments, He mizht noint out that if wve're
teaching our children to think of God
in the same way as they think of Pope
eye,Perry iason,Superman, and the
weatherman (!), there's something very
defective in our theology and our ovm
faith, He might ansver Point 2 by sug-
gesting that abscntceisn from worship
1rill hardly be curzd by eliminating TV
the delinquents may resort to coffee
klatsches (uh-hum),

“hile lirs, iiora receives an ansuer to
her question, one 'ronders if it's the
ansver she oxpected or hoped for, "As
realist," says Dr,Huldschiner,"the
Christian rmust accept TV, As Christian,
the realist must strive to help educate
our neople to understand hor to use it,."
If this sounds vaguely familiar, it may
be because such statements have becorme
the categorically vnositive ansuer to
Just about everything, It has all the
carmarks of the in-but-not-of dilemma
with little of that dilemma itself,

Or,Huldschiner agrees with fwrs,liora
that there is much which is deplorable

on T7 these days. Jut s Lhristians we
ouzht to "encourage good Trriters to

write -ood serists, and cood producers
to producc goed shors. Lo medium is as

sensitive to public reactions as TV, A
ferr lotters fron individuals throushout
the country to sponsor or netuork can
spell the diffe-ence betieen fallure ard
success of a orogram, " This sounds gocd,
but rhat 2bout the millions of people,
on all levsls of education, vho would
rrite just s insistently to ovpose the
introduction of such “good" shous? (It
mizht be interesting to scc horr many
peoole turned the TV off 2 week ago then
Lavrence Olivier starred in Greene's
The Porer and the Glorv,)

We ean't respond to the challenge of
the Gospel,Dr Hulicdschiner cautions, by
smashing TV screens or turning our backs
on Huckleberry Hound, Courtmartialing
T7 is not the ansver,

If Irs,.ora is not confused yet, the
reverend editor lends » hand and contra-
dicts Ur,Fuldschiner's most vositive
assertion, "Turn the thing off," Ur,
Ruff imrites,” until the netrrorks can
come up 7ith 2 ner olan® for financing
their programs, Yes, this is another
ooint of vieu, Dr.iuff asserts that,
although some say therc are good shows
on TV (2 point Dr,Huldschiner makes),
he for onc hasn't seen any; to his mind
it's the businessmen trith their co mere
cials who have turncd T into "a dccep=
tive racket," Ur,Ruff is all for action,
proposing "that we begin irmediately
the great American TV strike," Court-
martialing TV is the ansver,

‘ell,iirs,iiora, hew are you? Disaproint-
ed, you sayt? Don't fzcl so bad-we are
too, Ansuvers vhich, thourh brilliant,
float ten feet off the sround 2nd an-
suers vhich are utterly unrealistic (not
even 2 50-megaton could zet it Airy men
to give uo lhe Untouchables)) are no
ansver at all, lThey don't even give us
2 running start,

FH: A pecsant 1rith one verse of Serip-
ture is mighticr than all the n»opes
and councils of the Church,
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