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ACADEMIC YEAR CLOSES 
With the arrival  of the "Spring Fest

ival of Creative Writing' '  the Sen: nary 
draws to a clone i ts  1961-62 reper
to i re  season,,  "n this issue ve- l is t  
the  summer occupat - '  ons n.:vl  -y 'y-reuboute 
of as cany students and faeu' .f- .y as we 
could pry out of the woolwork, This 
issue also brings to a close Volume 
XXIII of  T'n Som. H i :  "-ht ere s t
ing venture J.r. uejl • viv-» j ; are. The 
aging and ai l ing ed' .-cr  and associate 
editor ret ire v. • h  Volume TX" rI" to the 
shelf  and turn the dej* :ghts and de
lusions of publication over to a 
'younger '  nan,  Mr^Frod Myers, .  

A word of public thanks to our fai th
ful s taff  of writers (IOOJC what 'Sam 
Seminarian'  did for Lee Miller!) ,  to 
our many unexpected and hence mo3t 
welcome contributors,  and to the Mes-
dames Prigge and Auger for their  sec
retarial  assistance,  
God grant us al l  His presence this 

summerJ 

VIVALDI CONCERT THIS SUNDAY 
On May 13th at  8 p.m. the Choir of 

St .Paul 's  Lutheran Church, DeKalb St .  
and Hancock Ave.,  Norristown, will  
present selections from J.S.Bach's 
Christ  Lay in Deo.th !s Strong Bands" 

&nd Antonio Vivaldi 's  "Gloria." The 
ensemble and chorus will  be under the 
direction of George Vecknan, and' the 
Performers include Robert  Kehrli ,  
Oonald Simmons, Donald Jacobs,  Doris 
•rewson, Nora Jacobs (vocalists) ,  
• 'Jlea Auger, '  cello,  Nancy Grove, violin,  
-ev.Richard Miller,  organ and harpsi
chord,  Faculty and students are 
cordially invited to attend. 

CHOIR ELECTIONS 
•ew offio e r s  0f  Seminary Choir:  
Robert  Kehrli ,president;  Donald Simmons, 
treasurer;  Ralph Welsh,  l ibrarian; 
jeorge Niedermayer,  gown chairman. 

1r .Bornemann was reelected director.  

4 UN -h TY 

Tine for a f inalel  
I t '3 been an interesting and I  hope a 

profitable year for al l  of us.  I t  cer
tainly has been a significant t ime of 
ecumenical  activity sinre tdese columns 
began last  fal l ;  we need not rehearse 
the big events l ike Nov Delhi,  John's 
Council  plans,  the Blake-Carson pro
posals All these things are but in
dications of the trend which we shall  
al l  feel  more anc more in every corner 
of Christendom. 

The note I  should l ike best  to leave 
with you is  not.  however,  the grand 
and majestic fanfare of 'new and better 
conventions and mcrgers f  significant as 
these are. But neither does ,he em
phasis which I  began to express last  
t ine and wish to continue now cancel 
the developments and"ideas which have 
appeared here before-

Rat her,  I  want to underline al l  that  
I  have writ ten with a declaration of 
the intensity with which I  have fel t  
and hoped to convey"the longing for the 
unity of the Church. Call  i t  Romanticism 
if  you must,  that  thiS task l ike al l  
others in the Church is  a matter of the 
heart ,  In that  these columns have 
attempted to give an objective basis 
for ecumenical  theology and action,  
they nay have seemed on occasion de
tached; but the motivation has been for 
me as I  pray i t 'nay be for you in an 
inner necessity,  a sense oi  vocation 
if  you will ,  to the realization of the 
brotherhood of Christ ians.  
So' therefore,  we must work at  home 

too,  repairing the breaches in our own 
relationships and exhibit ing God's love 
in the immediate congregation as well  
as the Church at  large.  V/ e  anticipate 
the day when even our personal l ives 
may know that  unity and peace whieh 
only God can give.  

May God bless us this summer and for-
everl  

George Weckman 
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ORGANIZATION OF THE STUDENT BODY, 1962-63 

Executive Board 
Ch. Lee Miller, President of Student 

Body 
•Robert Miller* Vice-President 

Sec.David Krewson, Secretary 
Jules Auger, Treasurer 
Charles Herbert, Senior Class 

President 
es Hamlin, Middler Class President 

Standing Committees 

Audit: Ch. Roland Perez 
Karl Schneider 
Junior.member 

Hall Chairmen: Ch. Robert Miller; 
(members to be elected in 
fall). 

Card and Gift: Ch.Peter Olsen 
V/es Hamlin 
Junior member 

Social Activities: Ch. Michael Leven-
good 

elected members: 
Herman Maertens 
Peter Shumacher 
Junior member 

Inter-Seminary'Committee: 
Ch.Bodo Nischan 

(members appointed by chair
man ) 

Eenevoler.ee Committee: Ch.Henry John
son 

Don Walker 
Richard Sieling 

Book Store Committee: 
Ch.James Gahager. (elected) 

Donald Beck (elected) 
Junior member 

Student Publications (oor.'t): 
Conrad Weiser (Editor of 

Special Publications) 

George l/eckman 
Wes Hamlin 

Student Equipment Fund: Ch.Robert Miller 

Parking Committee: Ch. and Sheriff -
Leroy Reitz 

Deputies - Herman Maertens, Bernard 
Kleckner 

Athletic Activities: Coach - Leroy 
Reitz 

Joseph Hager (elected) 
Arthur Hahn " 
Junior member (to be elected) 

Student Work Committee: 
Ch. Jame3 Bresnahan 

(other members to be appointed) 

Tape Recording Committee: 
Ch. Ronald Howell 

(other members appointed by ch.) 

Student-Faculty Committee: 
Ch. Charles Ziegler 

(a Middler and a Junior to be 
appointed by ch, ) 

All appointments have been made by the 
Grand Allah Ketubah Shahhaha, Pres
ident of the Student Body, unless 
otherwise noted. 

NOTE: All committee chairmen are to 
give their summer addresses to 
David Krew3on (preferably on a 
3 x 5 - inch,not feet- card) by 
this Friday. 

Congratulations to all the elected and 

Symposium Committee: Ch.Herman Maertens aPP°inted officials of our theological 
isle. And as the chaplain said to the 
man bound for the electric chair, "More 
power to you i" 

The Seminarian is published weekly 
during the academic year by the Studen 
Body of the Lutheran Theological Senin' 
ary, 7301 Germantown Ave.,Phila 19* 
Editor: R.J.Zimmerman; Associate Edi»c* 
J.R.Kehrli; Writers: C.Crumpton, ̂  • 
Miller, B.Thorpe, I/.Hamlin, G.Weclrtan* 

Editor Designate: Fred Myers 

(a Middler and a Junior to be 
appointed by the Chairman) 

Refectory Committee: Ch.Donald Simmons 
Warren Rippe 
Tom Reir.sel, ex officio 

(head waiter) 
Junior member 

Student Publications: 
Co—Chi Richard Zimmerman 
Co-Ch. Fred Myers (Editor of The 

Seminarian) 
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Editorial! 

IN PRAISE OF ATHEISM 

It ha3 been said, with some degree 

9f justification, that there are very 
few real atheists in the world today. 
This is true partly because few men . 
can function without some kind of 
god. But it is true also because there 
aren't many men with the courage to 
be an atheist, in the usual sense of 
the word. Subtract God from the world-
view of the Christian and what has 
he got? A reeling cosmos without di
rection or order. A race of animals 
like himself ultimately freed to do 
as they very well please. A life which 
has no overarching purpose and for 
which there is no transcendent guid
ance. And on and on. Despite every
thing else, there is something tragic
ally grand about a Bert rand Russell 
or Albert Camus. Behind their actions 
there is a steel courage and restless 
dedication that puts flubby split-
level Christianity to shame. And 
their courage is all the more remark
able because they don't rely on a God 
to back up their words and deeds with 

an eschatology. 
Most of us would make lousy atheists. 
In addition to the fact that we 
wouldn't have the courage to take all 
the manifold consequences of serious 
atheism, we just couldn't really drop 
all of our Christian baggage. We've 
been born and bred in the midst of 
it, and it's as'much a part of us as 

our hair or ego. 
And unfortunately, many of us make 
pretty bad Christians as well. We all 
ritually admit this at one time or 
another, but how very rarely it gets 
under our skins and really itches us. 
With all of our Evangelical emphasis 
^n the radical nature of sin, perhaps 
we are developing duck-like surfaoes 
off of which our self-accusations roll 
elegantly; We pommel ourselves theo
logically, but s omehow our ego always 
seems to bear up under the beating. 
Dissatisfaction as the result of 
frustrated idealism may well be one 
of the chief characteristics ci young 
People. Recently the president of 
Wittenberg University pleaded for 
nore positive thinking about the 

Church. He expressed an impatience 
with all the groaning'about what'3 
wrong with the Church. Certainly he 
has a point. Worry-warti3m is a souree 
of delight to many in the Church to
day. Yet despite the glorious com
mission of the Church, the triumph of' 
her Lord, the miracle of her heritage, 
no man can really rejoice until he 
can say he is a new man in Christ. 
Perfection is not the issue; oneness 
with God and with'cur brothers and 
sisters in God is. If Christ really 
makes a difference, should not that 
difference be apparent ot_ least in 
my own life? Should I not be vitally 
concerned if a brother seminarian is 
ill or discouraged or sinful? Should 
I not reverence the seeds of faith, 
however small and weak, whether ex
pressed in bad stained glass lovingly 
donated, pious platitudes which sustain 
sanity in an insane world, pathetic 
theological searching in forbidden 
pastures? Should not the thought that 
the Lord died for me move me profound
ly to a sense of my own ingratitude 

and helplessness? 
If the Christian Gospel does not touch 
me at any really vital point in my life, 
can I placidly face the awesome task 
of proclaiming the Word and being a 
priest to my brothers? 
These are terribly basic questions 
which are asked because they are very 
close to this writer's heart. I con
fess that I do not have the answers. 
But one thing seems quite clear to 
me:real courage and real honesty may 
lead any one of us into some form of 
atheisn, but at least we will be facing 
the issues head-on and not white-wash
ing the old Adan. And who knows: per
haps we nust throw it all away in 
order to be found, to know forgiveness, 

to taste love. 
I for one shall pray for the courage 

of an atheist! 

R.J . Z. 
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AN EXPERIENCE IN CHURCH -  LABOR UNION DIALOGUE 

On May 6 and 7 fourteen seminarians 
gathered in Atlantic City for the 
Religion and Labor Council  of America 
Regional Seminary Conference,  held in 
conjunction with the convention of the 
United Auto Workers.  While the under
signed was the lone representative of 
Mt.Airy,  there were delegates from 
Gettysburg,  Eastern Baptist ,  Gordon 
Div.School ( interdenominational) ,  Epis
copal Theological  School (Cambridge,  
Mass.) ,  and General  (Episcopal)  Semin
ary.  This was a disappointing response,  
considering that  al l  major seminaries 
in the New England-Middle Atlantic area 
were invited to participate.  

The RLCA exists in order "to attempt 
to educate the clergy concerning the 
goals and objectives of the labor move
ment,  ar.d at tempt to educate union 
leadership to the necessity of being 
guided by ethical  principles in day-by-
day operation." The Executive Board is  

decisions in these areas without eth
ical  standards.  He also stressed the 
importance of avoiding "cut and dried" 
solutions to complex economic problems, 
In a luncheon session Leonard Wood
cock, UAW Vice-President,  briefed the 
group on the problem of automation and 
i ts  relation to unemployment,  a  matter 
of great  concern to the auto workers.  

On the clerical  side,  ve met with the 
Rev.Emerson W,Smith,  a  director on the 
General  Board of Christ ian Social 'Con-
cerns of the Methodist  Church. Mr. 
Smith stressed the importance of past
oral  concern extending to an under
standing of the layman in his work re
lat ionship and the need for the Church 
to reach the "decision-making eli te" 
in the community,  including labor 
leaders.  He pointed out that  many of 
the problems with which labor is  
wrestl ing,  such as unemployment and care 
for the aged, should be of great  con-

conposed'of Protestants,  Roman Catholios,cern to the Christ ian conscience.  
and Jews, both clergy and lai ty.  The 
Council  provides two regular publicat
ions •, Religion and Labor,  a  monthly re
view, and Walking Together,  a  weekly 
newsletter .  

The Conference was planned in such a 
way as to provide opportunity for the 
seminarians to attend Convention ses
sions,  and also to allow for group dis
cussions with union officials ar.d 

Many of us went to the Conference 
doubting that  any posit ive results  
could come out of the work of the RLCA, 
Striking evidence of the kind of re
sults  that  can come from the interest  
of rel igious leaders in the labor move
ment is  to be found in the Public Re
view Board of the UAW. This Board is  
the f inal  court  of appeal for union 
members having grievances.  Chairman of v  *  w — -  "  —  —  -  i i i U U U ^ l  u  1104. V . 

clergymen concerned with the labor move- the Board is  Rabbi Morris Adler of 
nent.  Or.  Sunday night we were guests 
at  the Convention banquet,  where UAW 
Social  Justice Awards were given to 
Eleanor Roosevelt ,  Upton Sinclair ,  and 
Mary Heaton Vorse.  On Monday morning 
we heard Dr.Ralph Bunche address the 
Convention; in the afternoon we at tended l t o  " j u r i d i c a l  sovereignty,  in order 
a  spiri ted session at  which a resolution t o  b r i  h i  h  e t h i o a l  standards to 
was adopted to divert  union funds for b e Q r  l n  t h g  o o n s i d e r a t i o n  0f  grievances, 
the organization of union workers in A s  a  M  l a  C o n f e r e n ce,  I  ^  
foreign countries.  , .  ,  _ _vice to .  .  . . .  , r .  ^ va that  the RLCA can perform a service 

As a group we met with Victor Reuther,  h  £ keeping him i t-
assistant to the president of the UAW 1 ® P? I® P  ? ?? Y  gf? LAns of 
(his brother Walter) ,  and a member of f™°d  trough i ts  publications of 
the Department of the Church and Boon- l B  ^pening within organized labo^ 
omic Life of the National Council  of entire Church a n o B ic 
Churches.  Mr.Reuther warned that  unless ° f  o u r  c o n e e™ f°r social  and eeo 
the Church relates i tself  to social  Justice and for ethical  standard-
and poli t ical  concerns i t  will  yield i n  u n i o n i s n* 
the f ield to those who can make Henry Ireland 

Detroit ;  members include Msgr.George * J,  
Higgins,  Bishop G.Bromley Oxnam (Meth
odist) ,  Dr.Henry Steele Conmager,  the 
noted historian,  and dist inguished 
jurists .  This is  a unique suspension or.  
the part  of the UAW Executive Board o 
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flJMMER COMINGS AND GOINGS Richard Hafer - Hamburg, Pa. working for 
trucking agency 

As the school year draws to an end both Nolan Feeser - Clinical Training, Traver-
faculty and students begin to think about se City Mental Hospital, Michigan 
what the summer months have in store for Richard Olson - Naugatuck, Conn,, con-
them. Members of the seminary community struction w^rk 
y-ni be taking up residences not only in Thomas Davison - Glean, N.Y., public 
the United States but in Europe and Latin school maintenance 
America as well. As a handy guide to where Jon Parsons - Fhila., Camp Program Direc-
these people will be and what they will tor 
be doing we direct this column, Jules Auger - Clinical Training, Byberry 

Vaughn Taylor - Recreational Director, 
FACULTY: Carson Valley School, Flourtovn, Pa. 
Lr, Snyder - Philadelphia, on sabbatical Len Knapp - Silverdale, Pa, 
Dr. Doberstein - Vermont, painting; Alton Roberts - Leaves Aug, 1 for a year 

Detroit, LCA Convention; Wisconsin",, writ- in Khirbet, Lebanon. Will tour Europe 
ing with Tom McClellan on the way. 
Dr. Reumann - Philadelphia, teach ULCA Hank Ireland - VCS Director, Emanuel 

Pastor's Institute; BAM School for Parish Church, Philadelphia 
Workers; lecture on Stewardship to AME Conrad Weiser - Pottstown, office manager 
pastors; writing Charlos nillcr — lit. Airy maintenance 
Dr. Lazareth - Urban Church School; Sum- Walter Tappert - Frankford Settlement 

mer Assemblies of Virginia and Central House, St. Mark's Philadelphia 
F&. Synods; Chaplain, Constituting Con- James Papada - Landscaping business, Fhila 
vention Lutheran Church Women; Keynote Elmer Eiche - Concession manager, North-
speaker Luther League Convention Mew York west Swim3rg Pool, Reading 
Synod; Complete "Dogmatics for laymen" of William Matt is - Paint & Equiptment an-
Long Range" Program. alyst for General Electric, Professional 

diver in Water Shows 
JUNIOR CLASS: Richard Horn - Chaplain, Scout Camp, 
Thomas Keener - Chaplain, Phila. Area Muskegon, Michigan 

Boy Scout Camp Hart Art Hahn - Cop, Ocean City, J.J. 
Bodo Nischan - Camp Trexler, Southfields Bernard Kleckner - ht. Airy, gardening 

New York Orian Wilber - Syracuse, ...1., constructic 
Wesley Hamlin - Prince of Glory Lutheran Bill Wightman -Papada & Vightman Inc., 

Church, Madison Heights, Michigan Landscaping, Philadelphia 
Ken Laber - i™in. Fa. Arts and Crafts Donald Bock - St. Peter's Church. Allen-

Instructor on Playgrounds town, surrer 10 W°T laborer 

SonfSar-'ptoisS't^Spanish peo- lay RocheUefChurc^wor^nd work at 

Pic, Advent Church, Philadelphia ^c^SiSing0- Gloria Dei Church, Ambler 

5U f - rp counselo,'' "mp weiser* ° r  C h l i a "  * r i > •  
Richard Keck - Clinical Training, Byberry Delaware 
Eric Seibert - Clinical Training, Trenton 
M. Fabian - Board of Parish Ed., Phila. MIDDLE?. CUSS: Fraduate 
S. Zanger - Moorestown, New Jersey R. Zimmerman - Philadelphia, graduate 

Johnston - Emanuel Church. Dallas, June 16, trip to Red-

Robert Tyce - Philadelphia "c^Hagcy1-' iSerTlission Chaplaincy in 
Richard Krause - Philadelphia •J> J unoni+als 
James Shelton - St. Stephen's Church and Philadelphia Hosgtels^ 

Delaware Park Race Track, Wilmington, Do • 3. .c p ^ • Berlin, 
.Wilbur Cowon - Wartburg Farm Orphan r oneyear 
Kome» Mt» Vernon, N.Y. and playgroun jg seif emoloyed, yard work and 
astern of lit. Vernon. 
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SUMMER COMINGS AND GOINGS - CON'T 

D. Wartluft - Training for Danforth ap- Dick Had fie Id - summer intern, Grace Church 
N. Bellmore L.I.» N.Y. 

James Gahagen - summer intern at Brick 
Church Parish (3 churches) Ford City, Pa, 

Ed Boone - student pastor, Christ Church, 
Allentown & clinical training at Allen-
town State Hospital 

pointment & graduate work U of P. 
R. Kehrli - Inner Mission Society, Reach

ing , Pa • 
P. Olsen - Board of Parish Education, 

Philadelphia 
T. Romberg - Church of Our Saviour, rone 

du Lac, Wisco nsin, June 1962-63 ™,,_a 
C. Youso - Fhila., Presley Hist, Society SENIORS 
Priit Rebane - Clinical Training, Bybcrry .. , 
C, Crumpton - Making money in Iowa Richard Killer - St. John's, Hamburg, asst. 
V Rusch - Buffalo, N.Y. working, July & Ronald Speckman - Sparta Lake Ifohawk, N.J, 

August, graduate work U. of P. George Dursthoff - Pocstenkill, N.Y. 
Henry Johnson - Ass't pastor Hudson, N.Y. Harold Baer - Holy Spirit, Reading, asst, 
George Weckman - Dreaching and parish Larry Schell - Hci -ell crg-Slatedale Parish, 

work, Villas & Cape May, N.J. Slatedale, Pa. 
Don Simmons - student ass't Good Shepherd Harwood Smith - Sharon, Gibsonville, N.C. 

Church Easton, Pa. Robert Herman - Mission Developer, Syracuse 
F.W. Myers - work, electronics technician-^ East area), N.Y. 

Church summer work in State Recreational Jon Joyce — jrace, Ncrristown, asst. 
area, State College 
Charles Ziegler - summer ass't Brant 

Beach, Long Beach Island, N.J. 
Don Jacobs - post office or police dept. 

Fort Washington, Pa. 
John Deisinger - wedding June 9, intern 
year University of West Virginia 

Robert Hughes - St. Matthew's, Springfield, 
asst. 
Richard Starr * Holy Trinity, Camden 
Richard Stough - St. John's, Allentown, 
asst. 
William Nicholson - Cur Saviour, Saginaw, 
Michigan 

Arthur Enquist - Clinical Training, Eman-Guy Edmistcn - BAII developer. Perry tcwn-
uel Hospital, Portland,Oregon ship, Indiana 
Charles Scott - Experimental staff min- Fhul Mills - Southern Home for Children 

istry to vacant rural parishes, Bedford in the fall graduate school for I1SS at 
County, Pa, Bryn Mawr College 
Charles 3iegner - secular work NYC, beginFred Wietfeldt - St. Andrew's, S. Ozone 

intern year Sept. 1 Park, L.I.,N.Y. 
Herbert Mchlenhoff - begin intern year Herman Osterloh - St. Stephen's, Hicksville 

Christ Church, Upper Darby, ,Pa. June 1 
Gary Santmire - Summer field work, St, 

Paul's Church, Buffalo, N.Y, 

L.I.,N.Y. 
Royal Clson - St. John's 
Ken Smith - St. Petei s, 

Herbert Snyder - summer field work, Phila. 

Ovcrbrook, asst. 
Easton, Pa. 

Charles Orcm - summer field work, Grace 
Church, Alient own, Pa, 

Chuck Herbert - work in Phila. 
Lee Miller - Chaplain, Camp Trexler, 

Southfields, N.Y. 
Joseph Hager - Parish work at Froidens 

Church, chaplain at Allentown General 
Hospital for Mission 3oard 
Mike Levengood - summer parish service 

in Central Pa. 
John Elstad -YHCA counselor, Phila., 

(The editors regret that the above lists 
are not complete but due to the deadline, 
information was necessary by noon yester
day.) 

SPCRT NOTES*' 

Dave Wartluft, athletic chairman, has 
requested that all seminarians who have 
not returned their basketball uniforms uuivi Diswu cuuiisexor, raua,, J__ ,, _ . . ... TheV 

Ed Keyser - Carson Valley School, flour- tv L l J T+ ^ P°f^ 1^* JS ' way be returned to Dave in "E" Hall, roc* 
#5^. town, Pa, recroation staff 

George Hanko - Carson Valley School, re
creation staff; after June 15 parish 
work Grace Church in Duquese, Pitts, Pa. 
Walter Emsviler - Clinical Training, 

Iowa Training School for Boys, Eldora, .. 
Iowa 

The volleyball tournament of the Semin^-. 
saw the junior class victorious ever the 
faculty on May 2 end over the middle class 
in three^ut of five games on May 7. 




