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RETREAT EVALUATION 

(Ed.  Note)  Last  week due to the exigencies of  space we edi ted Ves Johnston's  
art icle  at  a  point  where the reader would have thought the evaluation ended on 
a negative note.  This  was not  the intent  of  the wri ter ,  so we print  his  ar t icle  
in ful l  this  week,  )  

Evaluation of  a  retreat  is  an especial ly diff icult  task especial ly 
for  one who has not  had much prior  experience with gatherings of  this  nature.  
I f  however,  the comments of  many who at tended ( including seminarians,  col lege 
students ,  pastors ,  professors,  and—perhaps most  importantly—parishioners)  
are any cr i ter ion for  judgment,  then the retreat  held last  Saturday (Ed.  n o t®" 
a week ago Saturday) at  St .  Paul 's  Church,  Mt.  Holly,  N.J .  was surely a  success.  

The retreat 's  s tated purpose was " to shed God s  l ight  in mountain-
top intensi ty" and few would deny that  this  purpose was accomplished) for  
whether in  sermon,  sacrament,  lecture,  discussion,  or  fel lowship,  God 

om nan^.  ^  ^ t Q  t h e  p l a o e  o f  Q  r e t r e a t  i n  t he l i fe  of an 

evangelical  Christ ian.  Could i t  not  be c ons t r ue d that  those who 
fetreats  arc at tempting to "cl imb up to God on Jaco "  monastioism. The 
retreat  is  just  a  modern-day,  short  termb e c a u s e  h e  t h o ught i t  
writer  bel ieves t  is  quest ion to be just  ansered nega-
up),  but  bel ieves eoually strongly that  such a  quest ion may be 
t ively by set t ing forth a proper understanding o *  "  * l y  u p o n  m a n ' s  

Last  Saturday's  retreat  placed i ts  emphasis  squarely^ ^  
toti l  depravity before God.  At no t ime t h g  t h e m e  o f  t h e  r e t reat  might  
cl imb toward some ' 'mystical  prescence ,  t  

well  hove been "BE STILL AND KNOW THAT I  AM •  t  r eceive the inspir-
I t  is  true that  the Christ ian f°" l d^ e f e°P^d t?h a t  we need not  draw 

at ion of  God's  Word a t  a l l  t imes in his  d a i l*.  " ;o f |  u n k n o w n  to whose know-
£pert  to  contemplate God as  i f  he were some "nearer  than 
ledge we have to aspire.  For th the Christ ian whose God is  
hands and feet"  this  is  absurd and blasphemous.  i r r e v erent  to desire to 

At the same t ime though,  perhaps 1 1 , ,d  f r o m  the hel ter-
follow the example of  Our Lord Himselg,  who often withdrew 
skelter  world to pray.  

Wes Johnston 

After  about  a  month 's  absence,  we wel-  Air^ e  ^g agn i?y wftich ic  w-s leaving 
pome back Sebast ian Seminarian, . .# n rov ided  this  interest ing lac. tor .  s u° 

">• " , i o ir ,  
Sebast ian Seminarian Reports . . .  t h e  n e t  result  was no e  —c * 

COMMUNITY WITHOUT A SEMINARY o n l  p 0 Ssible disagreement vi-h t  
The fol lowing headline was found o p i n ion came from the 

o n  Page 28 of  the Inquirer  dated Aggust  w i t h  t h e  proposed locn * • ^  
30, 1965:  "Seminary Decides to Relocate C a t h o l i c  Prep School on t .^  g x -

downtown".  The Seminary mention was the l Q S S  i n  b u s iness was h a* o v e P .  
Lutheran Theological  Seminary at  Mt.  c e p t  during the t ime 

fnonti toed on p.  2 J 
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This reporter, not satisfied with of him. And after a while he entrust^ 
he reads in the paper, talked with his care to the hinds of love, vowing 

some of the people of the community to continue to enrich it as much as 
to ascertain *hat their reactions to thhe./was needed. Which of these produced t 

what 

relocation# The people who lived on 
Mt. Airy Avenue wondered ••'hat they would 
do for entertainment without the tele
phone or shouts to provide background 
noises to their daily living# The thous
ands of school ̂ children in the area were 
worried about the possibility of still 
using the campus as a short or long 
cut to school# The garage attendants 
wondered if there would be any business 
in fixing A-framec. Others were indif
ferent to questioning, as they did not 

the community of love? 
"The one who expressed his own 

love and concern for his brother J" 
"Go and " 

George Weckman 

wv 

THE BOOK SHELF 

Katharine Ann Porter, Ship of Fools 

Porter has written a novel of hunar 
really notice any effect of the seminar- sin and corruption. Using thc setting 
ians on the community. No one else couldQf a Gcnnan bQat returning "homeland" 
remember any co <nunity-oriented project shortly before Uorld War If Porter 

on the part of the seminarians.^ In fact,has portrayed for us the personai exihib. 

itions of lust, hatred, prejudice, a-the Seminary was considered to be in a 
world of its own, although the seminar* 
ians looked human enough and did pro
vide services at Si.50 an hour. 

It's still 1962. 

(Sebastian Seminarian, after a four-
month trip to various parts of Pa. and 
adjacent states, returns to his writing 
for THE SEMINARIAN# Together with his 
brother Samuel, he intends to write 
occasionally on aspects of campus or 
church life, or on anyt"ing el3e, for 
that natter J 

FOOTNOTES 

"And who is my brother?" 
" A man was going down from aca- * 

demic -abstractions to living existence, 
and he fell among distressing emotions, 
which tormented him and distracted him. 

pathy, fear of death, and unreal op
timism. Each of her many characters ' 
are develpped with skill and patience, 
as if carving some realistic marble 
caracture. She does not hesitate to 
reseal the subleties of human corruption 
in their true light, especially as they 
reveal themselves in inter-personal re
lations, But before continuing, it 
would be best to outline some of the 
main themes, as they are exhibited ins 
some of the characters. 

The first theme that strikes us is 
the wave of anti&Semitism that effects 
everybody on the boat. The thing that 
stirs up this controversy is the dis
covery that at the Captain's table there 
sits a man named Freyuexg who is married 
to a Jewess# The rosuJ r." of this di3-

^ u A w 1 .IV/ w L U _ r* _A« f. 

Now by chance his pastor, who had passed C°Vel"y are mOVe than a chanRe ,? 
that same road, saw him , but passed by arrangements in -he d rung nail. 

on the other side. And likewise a pro- WaVtL of PreJudi- " " 3een 3 

the attitudes of all th' 
bred" Germans who hn^ 
Continued on P. 
THE SEMINARIAN ,V p :K 
during the acad< in 

fessor, wheai he recognized his plight, 
deemed pastoral concern an alien voca
tion# But n brother, as he journeyed 
that smae vsiy, saw him and knew in his 
own heart tkie pain his companion felt-
and he went to him, spoke with him pour- ftudent Body of r-ho 

ing out the balm of his own consolation _°glcal Seminary, 730 
in the Crosis and love of Christians 
for each ot.her; had he bore him on his 
own strengtlh and brotght to him an 
experience of friendship and took care 

•good, higfc* 
unfov4 unately 

y r-„ 

T n l 

Ge:- .lantown Ave»> 

Philadelphia 19, Pa. 
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Porter ,  Ship of  Fools,  (Cont 'd)  

t a i n t e d  by this  deception on Freyberg 's  
part .  Especial ly good is  Porter 's  pre
sentat ion of  this  prejudice as  seen from • 
the s ide of  a  low-life Jew naned Lowenberg,  
who sel ls  rel igious ar t icles for  a  profi t .  

The second theme that  seems to be 
recurrent  i s  an apparent  apathy towards 
others on the boat .  Even with those 
who are tossed together by circumstance 
there is  a  mechanical  "what 's  in i t  for  
ne" a t t i tude.  A passanger l is t  that  
rates the people on the boat  as  f i rs t ,  
second,  or  third class holds t rue in the __ 
personal  relat ions as well .  One good 
example of  this  apathetic  spir i t  is  the 
demise of  one of  the peasants  s tored in 
the hold of  the ship.  There is  l i t t le  
concern for  their  welfare,  and they are 
viewed throughout the book as  i f  In 
another world.  They are viewed with sus
picion by the Captain,  and he "disarms" 
them by taking away a l l  weapons,  in
cluding a  carving knife from one man 
nvo makes his  l ivel ihood by whit t l ing# 
fh">.s  same peasant  drowns saving the pet  
Jog of  a  f i rs t  class passanger,  and i t  
is  cniy out  of  the highest  sence of  duty 
that  anyone at tends his  funeral .  In 
sonic mrnds.  there is  a  distaste for  the 
foolishness such an act ,  but  not  so 
much o whisper of  sorrow that  his  l i fe  
was los ' - . ,  

Tnoro arc other  themes that  run in
terned throughout,  and I  reconment that  
you read the book to discover for  your-  _ 
3O .Lf  what  they are.  Put  now let  me 
olo&c with one problem that  exhibits  
i tself  pgnin and again in the novel ,  the 
o^cblem of  evi l .  In the minds of  most  
of the passangers,  there is  at  some point  

deal ing with this  problem. But the 
derai l  conclusion,  i t  seems,  is  that  

i  Is  a  disorder,  an "out-of- | ) lace",  
somcwhet l ike Plate 's  idea of  injust ice 
*ft  the City-state.  I t  does not  possess 
a  demonic character ,  but  is  an expression 
°f  arrogance.  I t  is  not  an inherent  
•rai t  or  pernament mafck.  I t  is  rather  
^  attempt to transcend one(s place 

•ft  the world.  The book never quite  gets  
•n&o the solut ion of this  problem, but  

rather  content  to manifest  evi l 's  
* , jrKings in  human encounters .  

I  must  add one f inal  remark.  Porter  
wri tes  with a  bi t  of  sarcasm. Her 
characters  are rarely shown in their  
good l ight .  Each person has a  weak
ness and this  sooner or  later  reveals  
i tself .  The only real ly good chara
cters  are a  bride and groom, who so 
descreet ly remain in the background.  
Their  goodness is  a withdrawal from 
corruption.  

Douglas 1/erner,  

THE POOR SOUL 
(Curvatus in se)  

Periodical ly,  this  column wil l  print  
defini t ions taken from the Devil 's  
n o t e b o o k .  T h i s  w e e k  w e  s t a r t  w i t h " A . "  

ABATIS, n .  Rubbish in front  of  a  fort ,  
to prevent  the rubbish outside from 
molest ing the rubbish inside,  

ABDOMEN, n .  The temple of  the god 
STOMACH, in  whose whorship,  with sac-
r if ical  r ights ,  a l l  t rue men engage.  

ABILITY, n .  The natural  equipment to 
accomplish some small  part  of  tne mean
er  ambit ions dist inguishing able men 
from dead ones.  

MORE TO COME, 

PROFESSOR LAZARETH INSTALLED 

In a  very impressive Chapel  service 
this  morning Dr.  Will iam H. Lazareth 
was instal led as Professor of  Christ ian 
Ethics.  Members of  the Seminary Board 
part icipated in the Service.  Dr.  
Sel tzer  led the service Dr.  Laza.e 
gave a  "reverently relevant ."  •scrmor^ 

SENIOR BANQUET REFERENDUI-
The SPECIAL STUDENT BOD: 

REGARDING THE SENIOR BANQ'JE'" 
« r v V P ' 1 / 

K if isUIBNDUM 
< N :  

METHOD OF FINANCING WIL, DC CONDUCTED 
TOMORROW MOOTING a t  9$55 "- ' i ,  ju 
iXcH CLASSROOM. THIS WILL BE fOVR 
ONLY OPPORTUNITY TO VOTE 
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R E S U L T S  O F  T H E  E L E C T I O N I R  R E F E R E N D U M  

V O T E  O N  T H E  S E N I O R  B A N Q U E T ,  

Vote held on Thursday, fctcber 11, 1962, All ballots cast were NCT counted 
by class. 

1. Dc you want a Senior Banquet? YES 106 N* 

2, If the banquet were held, how would you wish the banquet to be financed? 

^1 A, Traditional Manner — from the Student Body Treasury 
(estimated at $600.00) 

9? B. These attending, pay their ^wn way for their meal with the 
Student Body paying for the Music, Speaker, Hall, etc, 
(estimated at $200,00) 

Reactions of the electorate: 

To Question 1. "Yeah, we like that." 

To Question 2 "Someone's going to pay" 
"Good" 

"Let's give the extra $400 to the Mermaid in installments, 
"I can't believe the students would vote for benevolence, 
"Here's PCWER POLITICS at its worst, 
"Anytime you get these Juniors thinking you have trouble" 
"Let's endow the Heyer Commission with the extra funds 

and use the income for the benevolence program." 

On 27' from 8 P>m« to 12 midnight a Halloween Party and Dance 
in the Refectory. Please come in Costume! Cost $1.00 per couple. 
Sponsored by the Wives' Club. Refreshments! Live Music! Fun! 

OFFICIAL NOTICE FROM THE STUDENT BODY PRESIDENT: 

feting Of the Student Body will be called at a date to be 
B^dv a™,C0Int If Wfth 3 presented by 10$ of the Student 

aROCate surPlu® funds from the budget. Three days 
notice will be given in compliance with the Constitution & By Laws. 




