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COMMENTARY ON CIVIL RIGHTS COMMENTARY 4« o
In Harper lee's To Kill a Mocking Bird, the part of the Lutheran Church? Any

Atticus Finch tells Scout:"You can't really lcyal Lutheran could send a matching list
of things Lutherans have done, even begirm
1Az with the fact that a Lutheran read the

know a2 man until you get inside his skin
and walk around a little,"

In February of this year, UPI writer
Lou Cassels observed,"COrzanized relizion

has thus far played a relatively minor role

in the struggle for racial justice in
America," On August 3, (Washington Peace

Catholies, and Jews have gotten on the
"bandwagon" for civil riszhts, In light of

Seripture lesson at the funeral services
f6r the three girls in Birmingham,

The only reason 1 raise these points
is because the Negro raises them, Heads

are beinz counted in the civil rights move-
MMrch, August 28) he noted that Protestantg,ment, and when you see the movement from

another man's skin, you can also see your=
self and your weakness,

these facts he raises the painful question In coneclusion, therefore, let us use

"Why so late?!

When you think that within this same
century, the social gospel was the speare
hbad of Protestantism, it hardly seems
possible that the church could so easily

thesec questions for points of reference:
1, What fs our responsibility to get
our "heads counted"?
2. Does our church polity thwart the
efforts of Lutherans to be counted?(same

forget about people and their social needs.question applios to Lutherans speaking

Apart from Protestantism or even
American Christianity in general, the
action of the Iutheran Church gives cause
for one to feel uncomfortable in light of
the current racial problems, Because this
concerns me particularly and will eventue
ally concorn all students of the seminary
as they relate to the Church at large, it
secems prover to raise the issue of civil
rizhts,

In order to make a moderate beginning,
I would like to make two observations and
then ratse three questions which might
serve as a preliminary backdrop for
"eommentary on civil rights,"

Observation number one: The event of
Medgar Bvers beinz shot in the back was a
conscience-pricking event, Much was said
about it, However, no Lutherans were
of ficially represented at the memorial
sorvices for Byers herc in Philadelphiae..
My observation,..WHY?

Observation number two: During the
Washinzton March this summer, the absence
of a Lutheran statement from the platform
was conspicucus, Again I askeesWHY?

But, why raise these points of lack on

with regards to the Supreme Court prayer
decision,)
3. Is the "two kingdom ethic"

functional for speaking for the church at
large?

Views and opinions of the student body
are invited,
Re Grove

BIBLICAL COLLOQUIM FRIDAY NIGHT

The frist Biblical Colloquim, under
the sponsorship of the Biblical &pan-
ment, will be held this Friday night,
September 27, at 8:30 PM in Room 3, Tom
McCllelan, who spent the last two years
in the Near East, will present an illus-
trated report on excavations sponsored by
Concordia Theological Seminary at Taamach,
Jordan, Tom participated in the project
this past summer, We can look forward to
a highly informative evening, Follwwing
the slides and talk, coffee will be. served
at the home of Dr, and Mrs, Reumann,

More colloquimé are being planned
and will be announced, '
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TIMZ FOR ACTION g 1n &
#¥s stood at the center of the bridge and it was ireezinz cold,
B?rahod his eyes to heaven, He thought..eain't I your baby,
too? He began to cry...Ho was black and the water was black,.."

This moving scene from James Baldwin's, Another Country, strZ:LkC‘s richt at the
heart of the eivil rights issue, Here is a young man who 1is asklgg:aa question that
directly concerns the church,,,Here was a young man, a child of God, a Negro, who is
do completely overwhelmed by the lack of justice and love around him, that he asks
this questions.eMoments later, he plunges from the George Washinston Bridge.

That racial injustice exists camnot be denied, But what is being done, specifie.
ally by the church? What the church should be doing is refikacted in various social
statements on the race question and in a pastoral letter from Dr, Franklin Clark
Fry., The LCA, though, has not yet adopted a statement on race relations, The ICA
Executive Committee did, however, in July of this past summer, strike out against
"any segrogation or discrimination on the basis of race," and urged all congregation
to develop programs "and action leading to justice in race relations," There then
followed a pastoral letter from Dr, Fry to every LCA pastor, Dr. Fry pointed out
that "racial injustice is an affront to the Lord and a sign of deviation from him"
He further added that "we 2ll agree on this, The time has come to act," But when
the time did come to act, the LCA as such did not act, We are referring specifically
to the Washington March on Auzust 28, From the tone of Dr, Fry's letter (which alse
was printed in a Iutheran)and from the Sxecutive Committec policy statement plus
the statements of race from the predecessor bodies of the ICA, what the church
should have done is clear, The ICA should have provided a unified, common witness,
It seems that we must wait until the next LCA Conmventirn in Pittsburgh and vote on
a matter of which it is already clear what Christian love demandSee.

Granted, individuals have acted,,..as indivicuals, Many pastors, laymen, and
leaders of the church have acted with courage »nd vision in secking justice, But
the volce of the whole church has not been heard, At Washinzton the ICA had an
opportunity to utter a prophetic protest to racial injustice and to zive assent to
what the President and others are tryins to accomplish in the way of Jjustices

Furthermore, when we ask who has taken the initiative in seeking justice for
f]!:nll Ju"in in our sogiety, we must in all honesty confess that it is not the church,
tad ngét;‘tis;dcnt Kennedy summoned a 'hite House conference on civil rightse To
s prgh ;:.l in:tcd more than a hundred leaders of the various denominationse
fundanental feece e oooae What is appalling, however, is the fact that on this
the churche SS\II: of basic human rishts, the government seems to be miles ahead of
his 11%s Tor a1t Ry then we L14re ook seriously the fact that Christ gave
Justni'ce for every i of Dudte chEMm;TMOHledge this love by at least secking

the answer to Baldwin's question, "Ain't I your baby, too?" is yes, then this

must be sham by the chu
Convention before we go :cc:,l.f? Positive actiones.ind let's not wait until the next

BIBLIOGRAPHIC MUSING
BE A BOOK MISSIONARY S
in Tokyo; and tmIbook,‘t? mﬂay we shipped 173 books to our Lutheran seminary
BAfts of faculty and' students 4n our o oy mm;am’ St ofofbeseybosly ¥EGE
.

rary materials o
Phy, Sociology, are ur(:::::yor megazines, dated 1950 or since) in Ethics, Philos®

Ethics at Yommensen Universi n:edaizam Latheran chaplain and Professor of t'b

assemble and sh !
.ngm.tormnw,,’ st . ol
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OPEN IETTER TO THE
STUDENT BODY

With the seminary year still in its
infancy, perhaps there remain in our
minds dim rememberances of an order of
reality that exists outside of that PSY=
chic eonstruct known as the Lutheran
Theological Seminary at Philadelphia,
Perhaps, then, there is still time for
a plea that we not allow ourselves to be
seduced by the pleasures of spiritual
and intellectual autarky to which we are
accustomed, The plea is made in the hope
that the extraordinary paticnce of Amer-
ican sociecty will, even at this l-ote
date, grant usan opportunity to cone
front the present revolution in the ro-
lations between races,

That we have not yet confronted this
revolution there can be not doubt, An
active participant in recent events could
only be astonished at our failure to per-
ceive currant actualities, Granted, oute
rizht expressions of prejudice are no
longer quite soclially acceptable among
us, But the tortered analyses, the calm
detachment, the very reascnableness of
our discussion of the racial situation,
result in a testimony to the world that
1s at best confused and which seriously
compromises our stated intenticns,

The problem, hopefully, is not so much
one of our intent as that we are afflict-
ed with a dangerous naivete concerning
the social and politieal realities of the
world, We come before the historical
forces of our age with catezories of
truth and ~oodness that are peculiarly
i1l-equipped to perceive, much less ef-
fect, events, == categories derived from
the limited and perhaps out-moded expere-
lence of ocur past, This is not to say
that the current struzzle is n~t without
its gray ambiruities, or that we are to
sacrifice our integrity in order to pre=
sent the world the countenance it asks
of us, It is only to remember that in
the battle for politic2l and social goals
We are engzaged in no thecloziecal dialogue,
where all parties are agreed as to ultie
mate aims, Our country is instead ene
8azed in a war of historical forces, a
war that does hot preclude compassions
and understanding for the enemy, but
which can not allow that compassion to
alter what we believe to be the right
result,

OPEN LETTER,..

Today, when we are asked for our testi-
mony, our "yes, but,.." is in the arena
of social action nc better than an hone
est "no," It is the heisht of arrogance
if we expect the world to conform to our
shadowy noticn of what it should be, or
what it has been in our experience. It
would be instructive for us to recoznize
that as we mouth our pompous, qualifying
Judgments on ideas and events, we are
unheard, People long oppressed by derrada=-
tion and squalor, who now sacrifice their
resources, their quiet, their freedom
and even their lives in a great movement ,
as well as those who suddenly see threate-
ened the kind of society on which they
and their forebears have long depended
for assurances of worthiness-- these
living, loving, hating souls could care
less for the timid and unreal pronounce-
ments that are our moral currency.

If we would be theologians, if we
would be able to meke that fine distince
tion between Law and Gospel, we eannot
degrade the Gospel by allewing it to
serve as a pretty excuse for failure to
meet the demands of the law, If we fail,
we will be fortunate to receive cven a
wave as history rolls by,

Ge Freeman
CHAPEL

The second puest preacher to visit
this campus during the F211 quarter will
be the Rev, 'William R, Seaman, pastor of
Zmmanuel Church, Souderton, Dr, Seaman,
who will occupy the chapel pulpit on Oct-
ober 2, one weeck from today, is a graduate
of this seminary, and in addition he holds
a STM degree from Chicago Seminary, and
a STD from Temple University, He served
as pastor of St, Peter's, Stowe, from
1928-1942, before accepting his present
call,

Dr, Seaman, while serving as a parish
pastor, has become widely known for his
work in the area of worship, For eight
Years he was chaplain of the Ministerium
of Perma, He has been a2 member of the
Common Service Commission and Advisory
Commission to the Dept, of Worship of the
ULCA, and was ULCA representative to the
(continued on top of next page)

]
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DR, SEAMAN...

Commission on the Rymn=1, He presently
serves as a member of the Commission on

for twelve years as a ¢
of Directors, and was Lecturer in S <
gices in the 1959-'60 academic yoar, Ho
may be best known to present students,
however, for his Lonten Devotional works,
and for the Three Hour Service for Good
Friday which is used by many of cur
churches,
Review "Luther®

In a state of exaltation and undaunted
by the changing weather and dingy artie-
ness of Quincy Street, I rushed out of
Philadelphia's, Forrest theater, with
cheers for the dramatic theater reborn,
Director Tony Richardson has honored the
stage with this breath-takingly exciting
and haunting production of John Osborme's,
"Luther,"

First produced in London thres years
ago, "luther" has turned out to be an
interesting personification of Osborne's
"angry youn” man" theme, The dram» opens
with a quiet, young man profossing bee
fore God and man, faithfulness to his
Order. The play bezins and ends in the
Eremite Cloister in Wittenberg,

Luther's restless search for divine
truth and the individual, grows steadie
ly throughout the three aets, In the
powerfuk end long first act, an unsure
boy seeks solace and security in the
confines of the cloister, but as truth
begins to shine, the individual, too, is
reborn and becomes a beacon for a new
:%;.cﬁrccto; Richardson does a most

ective job in :

i recid bij.rt, ' providing the eradle
The playwrite, by the rules of the
game, 1s given greater latitude than
the historian in mould
from the past,

ang the same time, Osborne!
anc weakness, Being the hast and
pulsive writer that he is, Jf)hn Osgz:e

is unable to rewrit
out. bda z € once he has

ever, by selecting only sna
the reformer's life, he at &s‘h:t;og:‘

not provide the linking thread that is

-

needed to bind the play together as g
whole; often the play scems dis jointed
and unreal, Act threc, which should haye
drawn the previcus scenes together, fall
f1at and the questions posed earlier log
their impact by some verbal side-stepping
of the paramount issues,

This cast is quite extraordinary,
Albert Finney, who makes his American
stage debut, proves his versatality asa
man confused by an admixturc of surety
and doubt, He brings to the role of
Luther a great understanding of the per-
sonal struggles of this many-sided, dead,
born, and alive person, What a rangel
Kenneth Warren resurrects a bitter and
disappointed Hans Luther, whose son
chose to fulfill himself rather than
extend his father's ego., Peter Bull,
brings to the role of Tetzel, a quick
tongued and fast handed priest, selling
to all a piece of heaven, Staupitz, the
loving spiritual father of Br, Martin,
played by Frank Shelley, contrasts the
quietness of a past age with the rest-
lessness of the future age, giving to
Luther the love, if not the understandin
he needs,

I think that the appearance of sucl
a play on the stage is bound to meet
with some failures; it's weak points are
obvious, However, to a society which
stands on a similar threshbld to a new
era, the questicns we must ask ourselves
are the same, To us, John Osborne has
brouzht a man brave enough, with all
of his faults, to face questions square

ly.

We Coloman
(Bd. Note: This play, which deals with
problems ranging from constipation t0
Reformation, opens on Broadway tonightls

"Luther"see

The SEMINARIAN is published weekly
during thc academic year by the Student
Body of the Lutheran Theological
ary at Philadelphia,

STAFF: W, Hamlin, Bditor; J Bresn®
han; R, Cornelius; J. Delong; Re Grovéi

He Ire . . H
R.. Sieland' Ce Murn; B, Payerchin
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THIELICKE WARNS ON
UNILATERAL DISARMAMENT

Philadelphia -- (PRT) ~- Unilateral
disarmament would leave the Westem
world at the mercy of "an uneAntrolled
power", Dry*Helmut Thielicke told a
press conference arranged by Fortress
Press in Philadelphia two weeks ago,

The German theolozian maintained, "in
this world as it is poised between the
Fall and the last Judoment, unilateral
disarmament would leave one of the op=
posing powers free to achieve world
dominion,"

Dr, Thielicke commented on efforts
of a "small but hizhly voeal minority"
of German churchmen at aliening the
Evanzelical (Lutheran and Reformed )
churches of Jermany with neutralism
and a pacifist line of action, He said
that this group, whose most prominent
spokesman is Dr, Martin Niemoeller, had
made positive ecntributions to the dise
cussion of the churches! involvement in
world affairs, "Pure anti-communism is
not a legitimate theological position
for the Christian church", Dr, Thielicke
said, "Christianity must not be idente
ified with Western ideolosy, nor should
the Lordship of God be identified with
the West, Atheists stand also under
the dominion of Ged," But, he said,
the Niemoeller group seemed less influ-
enced by its concern for the spiritual
salvation of the people behind the Iron
Curtain than by its resentment against
the West, Their strong protests agzainst
rearmament could not be identified with
a valid theclogieal position, "Martin
Luther's doctrine of the two kinzdoms,
the realm of the spiritual over against
the realm of the secular, teaches that
love manifests 4itself in different ways
in each, The church, while proclaimine
the love of God, eannot disensare itself
from the reality of the world in which
it lives," he said,

Dr, Thielicke said it was a mistake
to consider theolozy an abstract schol-
arly pursuit separated fromthe every day
work of the parish, "The Gospel", he
said, "is too sepicus a matter to be
left in the hands of the theolosians,
The proclamation of the chureh must have
a solid theoclogzical foundation while aAp-
Plying itsclf to the work to which it is
directed," He agreed with other theow

Thielicke, cont,..,

logtans who have called the present time
a poste=Christian era, but said that this
did not mean that modern man is a p2gan,
Twentieth century thoucht is hased on
the Christian heritage of the Westernm
world, and there are many points of cone
tact between the secular concern of hwmne
anitarian values and the church's cOme
cern for man, Dr, Thiclicke said, But,
he added, there is a danger in the sece
ular view of man insofar as it tends to
consider him merely part of the whole
machinery of society, Individual parts
of the machinery are scrapped when they
become 0ld or outmoded, he said, "It is
the task of the churech to affirm the une
chanzeable dignity of man in the eycs of
God," he declared, "In this context the
church must speak out in all areas of
1life, whether it be political, social,
economic or cultural,"

ICA'S NEGRO CLERGYMEN MEET IN CHICAGO

Chicago == (PRT) =~ The Lutheran
Church in Ameriea has called its 14 Newro
clergymen to a conference here Sept, 2w
26 to discuss how the church ean "relate
itself to the Negroes!' struszle for
tice and human diznity." The 3,200,000~
member ILBA's Board of Ameriecan Missions
will sponsor the three~day conference at
the North Park Hotel, The Rev, Orval Ce
Hartman, Chicago, secretary of the urban
church, said the conference will bring to=
gether the church's 14 “zro ministers
whose pastorates are located in the
naticns major cities, "We'll talk over
the problems and the future of Negro pas-
tors as they relate to the Lutheran
Church in America," Pastor Hartman said,
He emphasized that it is important for the
Lutheran Negro clergymen to ere-~te an
image of the ploce of the Nezgro in the
Lutheran church, Stratezy to recuit ade
ditional Negroes tc the church's clerical
roles will also be part of the agenda,

The Negro clergymen attending the
conference serve LCA congregatiors in
Philadelphia, New York, Boston, Los,
Angzeles, Chiecago, Toledo, Cleveland,
Buffalo, and Washington, D, Ce o8
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SPORTS PAOE M. AIRY SEASON OPNTR ON SATURDAY

2DULe The Angels, under Coach Art Hahn open
1963 MT, AIRY FOOTBALL SC the 1963 Football scason this Saturday

' Raste iste=Ardmore against a team from Eastern Baptist
:tw.Sa;snibm gm-—“o Phila High Seminary, This is a "home" game and win
M' 12 v; h-m;atm Sem, ==Princeton be played at Ardmore a..t 2P, « « Support the
Oct: 26 n: Westminstor Sem,--Westminster team{ Confidence is high for an undefeated
Nov, 2 vs, Bastern Baptiste-Ardmore season,

Nove 9 vs, Princetone-Ardmore
Nov,16 vs, Phida, Divinitye-Ardmore
M¥v,23 vs, Westminster--Westminster

BEAT THE EXFERTS
i Wagner- Wisconsine Wash,- Purdue- Iafayette- Syracuse- Mt, Airy.

PMC Notre Dame Pitt Miami Penn, Kansas E, Baptist
D. Myrom  Wagner  Wis, Pitt  Purdue Penn, Syr. Mt, Atry
Jo Papada PMC Wis, . Pitt Miami Penn, Syre Mt, Airy
Jo Slingerland Wagmer 'Wis, Pitt Miami Ponn, Syre Mt, Alry
Juniors PMC N.D. Pitt Miami Penn, Kansas Mt, Airy
SEMINARIAN Wagner N.D. Pitt Purdue Penn, Syre Mt, Alry
You

3=2 =2 ~ 5-0 3-2 5«0 L-1 5«0

e "Beat :.ho E:pegs" wg be a weekly presentation of the Sports Page. The Athlectic
gérman of each elass w seleot each week as well as the Seminarian, The Sports
Editor feels ﬁhat it \:ou.'lx* be of great interest if two faculty members could join
the group of "experts", Any Menday morning quarterback on the faculty is welcome to
sel]E;: If %ntereited, please see the Sports Editor,
) n
- H;;diortgias:xfegs‘ gowiincludo Jim Papada, Senior Class A.C., John Slinger=
-knowr'm bk «U; A4 “unior who will be eleted tomorrow, Don Myrom, a well=
over of football, and the Editor of Sports for the Seminarian.

MIDDIERS SQUEEZE PAST JUNIORS 3o 2

Bef
efore the gamo last Friday (the first Paul "PASs Pass Pass" Payerchin was to go

n
serimmage of the year) was to commence,  in MOTION to the RIGHT. And Paul "Houdini®

the Middlers put on fant
tion of deat Passtne’dad b;;:.c demonstra- Hirth was given ARDERS to SCCRE.

The duniors, however won th ing, After that play MUCH tc the surprise of
elected to receive t).-.e bgn ;nt:;: :""2 the Juniors and even more so to the
Six plays, one interception, and tuo ntye Middlers, the score was 2 to 1.

It;sc:u.chdowns later, g A terrific amount of crodit must bem
12 points., Calling time > Biven to the Juniors for their monumen
hhalves the quick-thinking q&\axtrtbotm Play, Especially the meritorious passing
et ; erback of ofﬂeSandy Jacobs to his sure-handed, quicke
or acti: reflexed B the
from the qug'cﬁ:r;h:mmh::e Pig oke  Middler Seaile tatonse somct Gaatl
::ngecific occasional pass catching of George Hansefs
¥as to run his USUAL pass Pattorne-ron . T¢ defense for the J team played headss
Wite IE, n Pochaas up football, Church Gravenstine and Tom
O RN RO Lo BUOCK, (Ilto ey ok @Xe6llod in this respoct, Sy
wateh for the Ia was to go short ana 9% also had timely interceptionse Keep:

was to keep the detm"m '0 Slingerhm Dhn(lsecondary on their toes





