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Inpressiona fron Helsinki

Fron Time to The Christggg_ggggggx to the classroom nueh has been written
and said“about the Fourtin Assendbly of the Lutheran World Federation, These have
enphasized the failure of the Assenbly %o reach a connon understanding of "justie
fication by faith", and have noted other Assenbly acconplizhnents in passing., It
is not ny purpose to either defend the former fiasco or elaborate on the latter
acconplishnents, but to touch on both while €iving a view of the Assenbly fron ny
eyesS ... Oyes sone twenty or so years younger than any other delegate,

Helsinki brought together great and hunble nen fron the four corners of the
earth; it also brought together the near-great and ponpous, With the exception
of the American Churches, very few laynen cane as delegates fron their nenber
bodies, This was predoninantly a gathering of presidents, bishops, and scholars
see 1t was NOT represcntative of that "highest of all callings", thc parish
ninistry, or the parishoner.

The sotting was one of business, While Anericane, Africans and Asians o=
presented a dynanic church life, the Assenbly proceedings were donminatcd by the
European Statc Churches, This led to confliet and conscrvatisn, So in discuasing
the proposed docuncnt on Justification, a delegate fron New Guinea could plead
for some action so he "could take sonething back to his people," while a Gernan
like Pcter Brunner could strongly urge "not to be hasty, for the whole world will
read the statenent we produce," (One night ask who Brunner's "whole world" ia,)

Business was the order of the day outside the neceting hall too,... e€specially
if you werec a German Speaking dclegatcs These pcersons would not even nod a
fricndly greeting on the strect to ame speaking another tongue; Dr, Steinle called
this to task in o departure fron his prepared nanuscript during one Bible study,

The najor iten was a docunent on justification. It never cace out, as every-
onc knows., Thc basie problen was onc of too nuch revercnce and too little rele=
vance; or pcrhaps the problen was even placing this on the ngenda. Each wanted
a statenent that would speak to his own situation on this natter, But the German
and the Batak churches, for exanple, do not ninister in the salie culture. So no
satisfactory statencnt could be found; instead each succeeding draft becane nore
irrelevant until in the last cornittee session Dr, Brauer of the LCA blew up at
Peter Brunner with the statermcnt, "Well, 8ir, there are Gerran theologians and
there are people!"

Eusiness continued! LWF was set up after W/II to neet post-war nceds,
Everyone agreea the original purpose has been net. Now the question is what to
do. (No one seriously felt therc was reason not to continue LWF; this apparently
¥a8 nmot a live option in the ninds of leadership.) So mighty plans were developed
Paralleling in nmany ways the work of the WCC which most LWF nmenbers belong to; so
now LWF nenbers pay noney two ways to conpete against thenselves in the eyes of
the worlq,

Still nore business! This tine a decision was nade to set up a seni-autono-
aous Institute for Intcr-Confessional Research, This perhaps is the hopeful sizgn
fron Helsinki eee that it will enter into serious dialogue with other Christian
confessions, beginning with the church of Rone.

interesting attitudes were exhibited at the Assenbly, Sonec delegates
vanted to know if any thought had been given as to what would (continued page 3)
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FROM BEHIND THE SMOKE SCREEN

Two years ago, there appeared in The
Seninarian an article entitled "Snoke
Screen", by Dick Sieling. In this arti-
cle, our brother mentioned "geveral theo~
ries" which "have been put forth as to
the cause of" pipe snoking:

"1) Anchor Theory: perhaps the pipe
is a synbol of security. Like Linus and
his blanket,

2) Obstructionist Theory: The purpose
of pipe-snoking nay be to set up a snoke
screen thick enough to conceal under-
developed chests,

3) Pseudo-cogitation Theory: This
view holds that the purpose of pipe-
snoking is the creation of a far-away
look of contenplation, nmost valuable in
inpressing professors and other students!

I should like to add in passing that
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recornend that the pyro-hierophant pe:
forn his service to Pyr with the ace
paninent of soft rmusic. The effect of
these concentrated sensations is a cone
plete relaxation of the organisn,

More inmportant than this relaxation,
however, is the fact that, since these
gensations are continuous, the awarenesg
of then will fade into the background,
wvhile they still are effective in force
ing other sensations away fron the con-
sciousness of the individual, Conse-
quently, the nind will be free to wan-
dere This wandering nind will then
fixate upon "trcnendous trifles", upon
inaginative fancies, or upon pure geniu
There are no disturbances fronm without,

I know fron personal experience that
this theory is valid, but since I could
not renenber any high-lights (or low=
lights, for that patter) fronm ny past

Mr. Sicling, who apparently does not share experiences at the altar of Pyr, I

in the ecstasies of pipe snoking, ne-
glected to nention one of the nmost inm-
portant popular theorics about the cause
of this vencrated pastine: the Freudian
Theorye This thecory holds that pipe
snoking is a synpton of fixation at the
oral stage of psycho-sexual developnent,

Be that as it nay, I fcel that, as a
devotce to the pipc forn of the divine
religion of pyrolatry (fire worship; I
borrowed' this tern fron Mr, Sieling's
article), I an entitled to a theory of
ny own. Sit bdback then, ncophytes, as
wvell as you fides and you infidels, and
let Bishop Keener expound.

Pipe pyrolatry has nothing to do with
security, obstruction, cogitation, or
peycho-sexual fimation. It is, rather,
a7 aid to relaxation, and a crutch to
Sensuous subordination fer purposes of
freedon in the realn of inaginative
thoughts Don't go away! Henceforth I
shall be nore ¢ rcrete. When one ine
dulges in pipe snoking, all of his se
except that of hearing, can be continu-
outly concentrated on a 8ingle activity
which does no% require ncnial
Thus, the devotie taates th.
while his nostrils are fiiled
pleasant aroma. His eyes are
the pipe and on the billowing clouds
enanating therefron, At *“he sane tire
his hands are warncd by the heat radia;ed
(or perhaps, conduct.d) fron the bowl,
With regard to the sense of hearing, 1I

attention,
noke,

with its
focused on

decided that I would perforn a special
sacrifice so that I could give you an
exanple of the ecstasies of pyrolatry.
Accordingly, having returned to ny
roon upon the conclusion of an unusuall
delectable dinner, I took into ny handa
the holy altar of inported briar, pcurt
the last rennants of the victin fron ny
pouch (the price of tobacco is mounting
rapidly), kindled a spark of the divine
Pyr upon the tip of a sacred natch, and
1lit the victin, The onens were favoras
bles The snok: rose in billowing cloud
to ningle with Helios, she father of
Pyr. Pointirz uy fing r in the proper
direction, I soon produced celestial
nusic fron a box upon ny roornnatds desk
Thereupon I reposed upon ny Cathedra to
awvait the resulis.

Now, what was I 6£0ing to think about

Perhaps I -ould think nheit the five
dollars I nced for,.. I'cni You're
not supposed to struaturse your thoughts
nses, Then how about the date vca're soing to
ees No! But then, u*a- L'n not sup=

posed to ‘hink about thinging: T'n just
supposed to think, Bu' rhan I. taink
about not thinking abou‘ thinking; just
thinking, And then about not tninking
about not thinking about,.. And there's
that perennial devil, the infinite
regress,

Hark! The Star Spangled Banner! My
€00d nusic station was going off the

air for the day, I shut (continued p
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Inpressions fron Helsinki (cont,) SENTOR FIELD VORK
0

happen if Vatiean IT acknowledged its The senior fie}d work program had
nistakc thesc 450 years on the issuc of ;tstigceffion ik ;edn°3dny 6 19085511
Justifieation, "If Rome: sees Justifica-bo US: ;s:rwa: icﬂ on': ;ourC:f fy;
tion by faith as central, what other rea-. . .7, cateMental Hospital. N

o Farnell the
30ns are we preparcd to offer to keep us C} ; i 9f  the h::p;tf¥ 31228 ”it:
s Yyt i ol 1y ecu conducted the tour ';ter a brief out-
nenical spirit!) N e o A C

S door orientation we went into one of the
You?h v181?ors fron'MissOur; synod buildings and through one of the large
participated in comunion services nuch sleeping rooms Therewere only beds
to the horror of their elders present B fi?t e ;o neatl ar; cioeel .
B SHTie lal Bhestwariy, Pid Oliver Harns'arran ed-yﬂnd on{ P;A ir ﬁre co;nci of
Missouri president, spoke at thc closing e Eoo; hsitti;~“on,a g-dA alones all
session of the issenbly; his thene: 3B ’ 6 od, C
Luther's neaning of the 2nd article of &e roceded downstairs and into the
the Creed rendered in a draratie voice. gane roog. g, thr&dJor“;&re twenty
" h°.'°“d°r°d,,his closing "This is most |/ thirty nen watching television, while
certainly true", Dr. Brauer and I bowed . an equal nunber were éit:ing on benches,
our”heuds.f. and- laughed sedLys chairs, and floors, off by thenselves.,
vhat the future will bring is un}mown.sor_c appeared expectant, inquisitives
Two clues are evident far those who like SChare M pas and‘Sce~i“ély‘insUnsate,
to predict. One is the great concern i3 ‘

We talked to then - about baptisn, base-

that Lutherans enter into dialogue with ball Byberry A Ygu ¥ ohee & lo; abouk
X -~ ’ L . i

the world, This was Spoken. But in yourself in such a situation. You think
practiwe, no secular philosopher spoke about then. Zut more than t hat you
to the Assenbly; the main addresses were think about yourself. You ask youself,
all by Lutheran theologians speaking a "How do I fecl about them?' 'Do I really
nonologue about "the world", The seecond want to be herc?' 'Whet can I s-y?!
clue is the change of leadership fron But therc wasn't nuch tine to think,
Fry to Schiotz; the dynanic has been ree

3 ] Ve wcre directed elsewhere, to a job=
placed by the pietistic orientation, training center, whcre paticnts learndd
Two facts have been iupressed greatly

; ; - particular industrial skills, Fron ther:
on ny nind fron Helsinki: one is that we were led to another building where we
the State Church systen is tragice The had the opportunity to question a hos-
other is that in a devper way than ever, pital doctor about his work, the patient:
it is obvious to ne‘that the Chureh

and thce relevance of the Christian nes-
goes on in spite of, and not bhecause of,

sage.
her temporal leadership, If I nay "per- The clock re~ched four, It was t
vert" Harms' intention, "this is nost tine to leave. e got into our cars,
certainly true." Fred Berkobin left the hospital, and returncd to our

own world, with its own peole and its
own concerns,

(Q‘On' t'o 29‘5)

Snoke Screen (cont.) The SEMIN.RI.N is published weekly
throughout the acadenic year by the
off the radio and resigned nyself to an Student Body of the Lutheran Theo-
hour of unproductive snoking, with a logical Seninary at Philadelphia.
fornidible church history exan looning STAFF: W, Hanlin, Editor; J.
oninously upon the horizon of tonorrow, Bresnahan; R. Cornelius; J. DeLong;
R. Grove; H. Ireland; C. Murn; P,
Thonas Keener Payerchin; J. Pfisterer; R. Sieling.

(Ed, Note: Depending on the intensity
with which the nuses sing, Mr, Keener
will periodically contribute to the

&n;urig) -
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COMMENTARY ON CIVIL RIGHTS
(Equal tine to another view = Re Ge)

TO THE EDITOR:

It seens that every tine the quese
tion of civil rights, race, or discrini-
natién cones up, soneone always goes to

extrenes, Mr., Grove, in last weeks
article did exactly this. He went too
farl

I an sorry to see that what began
as a reporting venture on a current sub-
ject, had to degenerate to the kind of
"eolored man preference” that it did.

I know I would be laughed at if I
inferred that the curse God nade upon
Han is the curse He nade upon colored
people. “Instead I will do the nodern
thing. Rather than let the Bidble speak
{ts truth, I will deal only with the
enpirieal evidence, the evidence of his-
tory, anthropoldgy, and sociology.

First of all, let ne say what
really does not need to be sald. Per-
gonally, I have nothing against Negroes
My only purpose in writing is to provide
a nore objedtive and realistic statenment
of the facts which were distorted last
veek, To do this I will take up each of
Mr., Grove's points and show the facts
that he overlooked in overstating his
case,

1. The Slater Systen has Negroes
wvorking in its syséen and they h~-e
vorked here at the seninary. The point
is wvhites can cook as good as coloreds
and there is no need to cause friction
wvhere it does not now exist.

2. There was once a Negro who
worked in the library. Howevcr, at this
tine it would be unfair to take jobs
away, just to prove that we are not pre=-
judiced.

3

To be sure, one of the few kinds

COM' ENTARY, contyee

Senminary cormunity, and tine and again
businessnen have le~rned that Negroes
aze o poor risk, Here our Christian
stewardship has to effedt our actions,

5, To be sure nore and nore
colored girls are being used for filing
and routine office work,., However, in
the office of a seninary, the work is
nore specialized, For instance, you
couldn't trust just anyone to type Board
pinutes and exanination papers.

6., It seems very clear to ne
Mr. Grove was insinuating that the
faculty night be prejuduced. Here
think he has clcarly slandered the
finest Christians in the church, Apart
fron this we know that there would be no
problen with Negroes tecching at the
seninary IF they were qualitied, IF The
fact that there only 15 pastors of color
in the Lutheran Church says sonething.

7. Personally I would have no
difficulty rooning with n Negro who
could keep hinself, *or those of us
who have a certain amount of care and
concern for the way we live, I think
asking this would be nore of an inposi-
tion on the Negro than on us.

8. VYhen it cormes to married stu-
dent housing, one doesn‘t have to be
blind to see how the nei_hborhood is
going down, The Germantown shopping
area is an eyesore, and the hones in the
vacinity show the >resence of new ten=
nents, I think it would be out of the
question and unrealistic to ask a nan
and his fanily to live in a neighborhopd
that would be 8o very different fron the
one that he will live in when he is in
the parish, It would be unnatural and
I think narried students ought live in
a better neighborhood, ‘

9. When Mr, Grove indicates that

that

I

;;evg:llr Neg!‘::s”can do is donestic work. he thinks it night look like the senie
1ly problen is (and I speak frankly)nary noved bechuse of the changing

our roons would not be safe. All you

have to do is look at scientific studies

to realize what kind of risk we would dbe
taking.

4.
Maintaince work requires reliable nen
who can be sober on the job, who can be
punctional as well as polite even when
engaged in rough work, Our naintaince
is »art of the business end of our

neighborhood, I think he is totally ir-
responsible, Ve already know that the

seninary is located here in the city $0
it cnn learn first hand about the urban

Here agdin the evidence is cled)problena. We also know that it is tine

to locate near a university for the sake
of 2 better graduate progran, Phila, i3
an outstanding seninary on the verge of

being great...I end on this nore recalis-
tic note, « DAy
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Senior Field Work (cont,) Bibliographic musinss (cont,)

Paul Tillich has written, 'Not
everythinz of the p~st is pushed into the
past; something of the past remrins alive
in the present, so that there is sround
from which to grow into the future,' It
is seven days later now,
been alreacdy forgotten; still more will
be, Y et in this experience and those to
come, we pray for and are conscious of
Ged's Spirit renewinz past experiences
within us, bringins to
the neceds of his creatures and His demand
upon us,

(Today the seniors see the city of
Philadelphia frcm the inside of a police
earn)

Jim Bresnahan

WIVES' CLUB

A1l members of the Student Wives!
Club are cordially invited to attend the

Some thines have

mind again and ag2inghe featured

small pile of books that has been given to
date for this school,

Henry Scherer, Librarian

HEYER COMMISSION TO MEET THURSDAY

The Heyer Commission will hold its
first mectinz tomorrow night in Room 3 of
Hagan H all at 7:30 p,m, Tom McClellan is
speaker, H 1s presentation
will be entirely different than that pree
scnted at the Colloquim, Refreshments
will be served following the presentation,
All students and student wives are cordial-
1y invited to attend,

SPEAKERS' BUREAU PROPOSED

The Public Relations Committce of the
Student Body in order to publicize the Sem-

monthly meetings of the Women of AscensioNeinary and to serve the church has discussed

This month's meetinz will be held
at Ascension Church on londay, October 21,
with interest groups starting at 7:15 p.m.
There are three grcups from which you may
choose:
1, "Three Mcdern Heresies" led by
lr, Clarence lee
A play entitled "Christ in the
Concrete City" led by Pastor
Paul Sittler
Christian Education Projects=-
including sewinz, knitting, <o,
Followinz these interest zroups, one
of our senior class members, Paul Buhl,
and his wife, Sandy, will discuss their
experiences in Berlin last summer, includ-
ing a showinz of slides,

2.

3.

BIBLIOGRAPHIC MUSINGS

Our 1library has even sent books to
prison, lLast week there were 80 volumes,
left over from previous book sales, that
were taken to Eastern Pennsylvania State
Correctional Institution,

“le still hope some of you have books
you are willing tc share with Nommensen
University in Medan, Sumatra, Indonesia,
The new chaplain and teacher of ethics

there is asking for books in ethics, phil-

csophy and sociolozy., If you have scme
rocent books in thesc subjects that you
are willing to share, add them to the one

the feasibility of sctting up 2 Spoakers'
Bureau, Such a bureau would coordinate the
placing of students in various churches to
present programs of various natures, Stud-
ents with special talents who would be
willinz to visit churches would be assisned
as their time allows and as requests are
received, Such a service would provide the
opportunity for adults and tecnagers to
meet a seminarian and alsoc to be provided
with a special program, If you are intere
ested in such a program please contact J.
Slingerland, Your cooperation in ascer-
taining the desirability of this scrvice
would be greatly appreciated,

Public Relations Comm,
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" Mt. Airy 0 - Princeton 6 E‘ E‘ £
The flying Angels went down i S A i
Yo dofent 3t tho hands of tho prodostined E g ‘é -
redshirted eight of Princeton Seminary F
1ast Saturday morningze W E
The first half was a feeling out
period in which neither team made a ser= - = ._E = = =
jous thresrt intc enemy territory. i VR BB PO
The second half showed Princeton N S N B “ BV B
scorinz a touchdown after intercepting a
Paul Hirth to B ob Cornmelius pass on the .
Anzels 20, The try for the extra point F é z Z 2 2 £ B
wos broken up 2t the zoal line, The & - ol ! - e e ¥ é
Anzels never did develop a sustained drive B 5§ F prige bS8
and the game ended with the Angels in L a3 -t i
possession on their own 20,
o o oo o K R a o
e ot I BER of S8
Ccach Art H ahn said after the © o o O ® o o
game, "The loss was the result of three B E

things, One was the new cight man team
over ~gainst the old six man team, (at
Princeton's request) Second was the de- !
linquency of team members at practice,
Third was 2 number of poor juizements by
players during the course of the gzame,"
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