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Vol, XXV January 22, 1964
FROM A SEMINARIAN'S NOTEBOOK ANNOUNCEYENTS
POLITICS. The negutive reaction ef SYMPOSIUM NEXT WEDNESDAY
the naticrn to Rockoféller's divorce and ‘
remarriage is absurd, It's as rediculous A Synmposiun, the second of the yeary

as the votes for John Kennedy in the laston the subjedt of Birth Control, will
election because of his looks. Once the take place next Wednesday evening at 8
Rockefeller baby is born, ~nd everyone o'édlock in Hagan Holl Featured will be
gees how cute it 1s ard how happy (pun!)Dr. Lawrence Ryan, a Gyaecologist and

a father the governor is, pecple will abstetrician at Lankenay Hospital, ard

again have a gentinental szncias.for Professor Martin J. Halnecken.
supporting hin.
The governor's nartial affairs are \aabad ool
cer'tninlj nothing unusal for snerica.
Perhaps people don't like to sce this PLAY TRY-OUTS TONIGHT
gide of sheir nature reflected in their
represen:atives., Here is an opnortuni- Anyone desiring a part in the
ty to condenn in public what is condonedsecond production of the Mount Alry °
in privatc. il . Players, Christ in the Comcrecte City,

CHURCH. With the nunber of wonen is asked to repo;_t- to the Upper Sunday
writing articles for The Lutheran, you'DbSchool Roon tonijht ab T23C,
think he wonen of our church had two

nagazines ¢oing. FRHERRRERKE
I for onc an glad for Honest to God,
Some are rcady to call the zuthor a CHAPEL PROGRAM

heretic. Perhaps anyone trying to be

honest to God is autonatically a here- Next vecks regular chapel htvi e
SESVAL any rate, if Bishop Robinson  U43] pnot be 80 "pegular," A pantonine
48 right, then we could now have o BOW y,q pgop planhed br, Messrde Re Grove
' breed of "athcistic Christions" = those 4 ¢ weisor, I pronis:™ %c De o
Mhothedept Christ but roject & thoistic unusuzl and irtecresting event 'n the
systen of thcoloiienl expression. Now 1ife of our seninarye
:;n't thnt o benutiful synthesis of
e forme . w8 of :
"atheist :i?' "gi:i:tiqiz‘teb;Zi :urely WELCOME BACK MESSRSa HEINBACH
everyone will come running to the church. AND RODRIGUEZ
The last thingz 1'd ever war® to be 18
& seninary professor, For he i3 a man: We are indsed glcd to 3ee l;r. A
vho can do no ~ight. Studentuy conplain Rodrigusz back in fur D}.?.St - to;'u;l
if ne gives then work (oh, those dead- 3peedy récovery a% the Goentout

lines) or if ae makes no assignnents Hogp.tals Mr- '_w«.l:'ig‘.'.ﬂ?.. -;m‘}ks aﬁl
'(ho'a diaorgani.zed); if his lectures thcae studants ur.u.-: “ ;_l ~gd hin w e

_ 8re precisc aad couprehens:ve (too nuch he was in the .:1:-.°.p‘:.30~«- a8
.:'“11) oF Horegoneral (he’a Yeu lalyp i KLEHE: bef;;"‘."" 4 nl:::z to’
'_’PNPM‘O); if he gives o test (1 Mr, Heiudach, fe 8 NS TS
ht. t..‘.) or if hg ‘.'18“ a p‘p‘r assune nis fall duties i i the nQ‘”t’tﬂ.
I hate papers). s

LR . | - Dick Sieling =




-
Page 2

Editorial "PHAT THEY ALL BE ONE"

our thoughts this veek (January 18-25) are directed toward Christian Unity,
Several discussions on this alway poplualr subject have cropped up in several
cornors of our community this week, Many opinions and "solutions" have been
offered, What follows are some of ay own thoushts which I should like to add to
the pile which already exists8see g

Jesus, in John 17:20-21 proys: "I do not pray for these only, but also for
those who believe in ne‘through their word, that they m4x 2ll be one; even as
thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also nay be in us, so that the
world may believe that thou has sent ne,".

One n .ight ask on tk .2 basis of our Lord'e petition whether the Church of
Jesus Christ is one, is to be one, or if the divisions anong the churches are
violatin, this petitione..

The crucinl question ésncerning Christ's prayer for unity is what does he
nean? The .ussburg Confession (Article VII) reads in part: "For it is sufficient
for the true unity of the Christian church that the Gospel de preached in con-
formity with 2 pure understanding 6f it and that the sacraments be adninistered
in hccordance with the divine Word," Within Protestantisn, this statement by the
Reforners could be reccived by all, But when one discusses 'pure understanding,"
the difficulty begins, and indeed, it seens to ne, this is where the gcunenical
povenent has bogged downe It is on this situation that the world as\the ban of
faith fixes his attention. Ve nust adnit that this is a sore spot anong us, and
that it is unfortunate fGr us that during the past 450 years we have 80 stressed
our differences that the unity we possess has been neglected, (This is not to
say thnt differences nre to he-overlooked), :

Gustaf Aulen in The Faith of the Christian Church,(pp. 302-303, sccond English
edition),atates that the unity of the Christian church does not consist in organ-
izational unifornity, doctrinal uniformity, or unifornity 8f 1ife, But these are
the areas in which all too often we seek to find oir unity] We would like to have
an uniforn orzanization to which we isht grasp for possible secutrity-—false
thouszh 4% night be, The dangers of the other two approaches are also obvious.
Doctrinal unifornity would tend to "intellectualize" the'Christian faith and
could lecad to acceptance of sone quite‘heretical notions, It would also gloss
over the "Whe" of faith~="Jesus Christ, whon the Father has sent,"

Well, 1if the unity of the Christian church is not to be found in organizdtion
doctrine, or life, where ie this unity to be found? John 17 gives us n clues
Jesus prays, "that they nay all be onej even as thou, Father, art in ne, and I
in thee, that they 6l¥%o nay be one in us." Jesus' prayer poit';ts toward the unity
which exists between the Father and the Son, and is bound up in the relation-
ship between the Father and the Son, This is a unity--unity which can only be
seen throu:h the eyes of faith,  The direction of unity nust flow from God down<
ward to the church, In a report, the Comnission on Faith and Order of the World
Council of Churches states: "Unity 13 not primarily a task to be acconplished,
not a unity to be fabricated where there 'as none before, Yie have to s;nrt with
ﬁhe unity alrcady given in the church," Later, in the sane’paragraph we read:

The nore we concentrate on Christ, the Lord uf the church the”boxw: will churck
unity increasejy for only in Christ ecan the church find 1ts’unit %

This seen to be thé direction indicated in John. For we nuaty,ﬁ-' ra start
with the act of Godeee2nd not our understandin of +,; nt Unita é ;“° existe
Maybe it has been to the churches disadvantage -.ani - o - ‘;e - J:‘ur'ea ies
enph?sie on its points of disunity has far outv:;av,ulx;s.kno£§8b gc-;zal‘“nit"
As a’corrective to this, tuc ecuncnieal noveneny nayue fulfillinzna.irécesﬂﬂry

taskeeeBut, let us renenber
l’.“... ’ nenber what constitutes the church ond where uniwy really

. -
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‘The Theology of the Segregationist.
"Segregation is & system of belief

that would protect ita defotees from all

wers of death and destruction,’

that looms on their horizon as 'the po=-
It is a
vay 'of handling the menace to salvation
of one's own inmpulses and the perils of
the world as wvell, t therefore becones
a holy path, conplete with comnandments,

~ priests, theologzians and a plan of sale

. nent.

vation. That is why professional segre=
gationists, despite their insistence
that, 'segreation is not a religious ig=
sue! scen very willing to quote Bible
versés at yocu, nostly fron the 0ld Testa
These are thrown up, knvariably,
as shields, as outer defenses designed
%o discouras» penetration to the realn
of t heological discussion, The Bible-
quot irng segrerationist,..hopes his

with the Doctrine of God, and in this
doctrine finds the doctrine of man in-
plied, The result is, indeed, different.
In one word Sellers says the theo=-
logical neaning of the attitude of-the
segregationist is PRIDE, Or again,
"Segregation today is in the snme shape
that hillbilly nuaic ist it has already
lost nost of its authentic folk quality,
and its nodern expressions are the un=
inspired work of professionals,"”

Re Grove

LETTER to the STUDBNT BODY and FACULTY

Dear Students and Faculty:

I would like to thank the Student
Body and Faculty for their generosity
and nany kiad words of sympathy and

verses will conviaice yocu that segregationencoutagenent that I have received sinece

{sn't & religiouy issue, Then you will
descend wi h him away fron the holy of
holies and argue with hin on his own
chosen safer ground, of sex, or of popu=-

the death of ny wife on Decenber 21, -
1963,

Your words and your actions have

sneant so very nmuch to ne and it has been

1 3 . 4
an anthropology, or of Negro erimmnology a great confort to know that there are

With this thougk in nind, Janes
Sellers,THE SOUE®H AND CHRISTIAN ETHICS,
goes on to spel! out the theology of the
segregationist with regards to God,
Christ, and man, First, their theology:
"The God of the segregat ionist 1is
largely a God pieced together out of the
0ld Testanment, mlthough that is hardly
fair to the Jews." Second, Christologye.
(?he segrepationist)  "He has a dogra, as
we have seen 'God is the author of segre
gation', But he does not go on to say,

‘typically, 'Jesus Christ is the co=-

author of seigrepation'..e..The trugh is,
the segresationist has formed his notion
of God alnost entirely without reference
to the revelation of God brought in
Christ, When ke talks about Christ,
then, it is about a Thrist who has sone=
thing to say on every subject but segre=
gation,"

Third, anthopology. "The doctrine
of the superior white nan is really
their starting point, and thett doctrine
of God is nathing rore than a God car-

~ved out of odds and ends in the 0ld Tes=

tanent to fit'adg* reconceived idea of
man," It is boldly obvious at ‘this
Point that classical theology begins

people like you who stand by ready to
help in tine of need.

These past few weeks have not been
easy but you have all Belped ne to bear
thenm, God has given ne strength to go

on each day and for that I an 30 very

thank ful,

Sincerely.yours,

Russell C, Gronest




b ._'

ON PSEUDO#RELIGIOUS CONCERNS added layer of social activity, that

least of all a nan should be concerned

BY Robert A, Cornelius suopose ¥ith his state of grace. The Lutheran
"In this hunanistic age we SUPPOSe ., ..)c3zeable in his faith is aware that

d God is the re~

man is ta‘ initiator an B we S0aneris all he can do before God is assent and

apozl;dor.1 grggé‘:a:;:::'ez‘Eﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬁii?b- respond; and, subservience of self to

21.‘2'%‘.‘-92 e : 7aad st God, and response %o hig& is not short
versey" is the result of a soil and &%= 5 ,oyolution in 1964, Uod i3 dead only

;:apgereiger:étewﬁz; ::zh ‘nnosgoi:';:; insofar as unqualified assent and red-

e Gay - 3 e the exception

seience prickles when he confronts the ig:::].to ::mlizes gu: :e“dieri:oofx:en“.

gztizz’w:;;t’azzn:iizé ;§:§°:§et:o:2: of carried frenzy of self fulfilhment and
’ concern for the advancement of hunanity

cards that psrades through history under which 8o oftens supplants ackriovlsdge-

the guise of religiosity, nent of God's Kingship. The trap of all

One need not look far anong secusar
. : theology, even HONEST TO GOD, is that it
or religious authors to find indictnents odn obscure, 80 ensily, that Vhieh #&

that charge that both church and indivi=-
duals havg wvandered into a naze of pseudopursues. e negd not explain God, or
religious concerns that have clouded the ven understand God, to assent to him,
real thrust of the Gospel and of God. God lives to us in relationship, not in
Self conmern has replaced assent and con_pnderstanding. For that relationship
nitment to God, God remains, as he pu R NNORINRE SIFLVR W B nust adnit that 1t
Only assent to this inevitability has
disappeared.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer concedes, "In-

exists, Henceforth, he finds both that
he is propelled out of the endless cire
cularity of self fulfillment, and that
numerable timee & whole Christian com= he nmust respond nore fully to the needs

of fellow men. He is both elevated

punity has broken down becauee it had

sprung from @ wish-drean," Arthur v1dichabovd the world and thrust nore deeply
and Joseph Bensnan, sociologists, in a ;nto it. He both rejoices and anguishes.
tudy,: SHALL TOWN: 1N MASS BOCIETE, state, 0oy in TUr earthly Cimension, o4 T
"The religious halo for these people is in that rejoicing and anguish.

one that surrounds activities which in The r?volution is happening, and
intrinsic qualities are not religious, . o0) 278 discovering what we Lutherans
1.0,y not peculiar, Church life, then, have had as our heritage of faith, Will
is an added layer of social activity..." ¥® Pe noved by our faith, proclain it %0
Bavia Hiesman's snalysis in THE LONELY 005 BAAERDOFS, iye. 45, before (of) our
CROWD is somewhat more poignant: "When neighbors, and to them?

puritenisn, as Max Weber put it, turned Gabriel Vahanian, writing in DIALOG
the world into a nonastaryi..the puritan points a finger directly at Lutherans
inner-directed nan was nade to feel as when he says: "...the Christdan era’
$0:e hal condtently to hold on %0 hizwc- 0P8 DAIRSAShAg Y8, the. Jdenth, of God'y
self...it is as if his character, deapitebut not without teaching us 2 lesson.’

its seening stability, did not feel God is not hecessary. Thnt is to 83y
stable and, indeed, the puritan in a ~ he cannot be taken for granted. He car-
theological projecti>n of his inner not be used merely as hypothesis, whe= |

feeling, had constantly to fight agadnst ther epistemological, scientific, oT
doubts concerning his state of grace or existential, unless we should draw the
election." degrading conclusion that ‘God is rea<
In the facdé of such criticisn and sons', But if we cannot any longer 8=
growing awareness the house of cards can sune that God is , we may :c.lize thet

not‘stand forevery revolution is called he pust be. God is mot nzceoo Te but
for, denanded, .nd, the Lutheran, reallyhe is inevitunle, He is who.i, cther

aware of the nature of faith, ought to and wholly ~.osent. Faith 1. hing the
be at the head of the revolution, Whoo :SORBVEIALCi. ¢  our human reciil; onliure

should know better than a Lutheran that 231V and existentially, is clic cenand he

& Christian community is not built on a still makes upon us, the choice he con-

wish dream, that church life is not an fronts us wigh, But:when the Son of Man
comes, will he find *nith on eartht'"
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SPEAKING ABOUT GOD IR T U T

A plea of John Robinson in his book nesage that Christ died for us, pot plain
Honest %0 God is to speak of God (as talk about God aceepting us, that reveals
Paul Tillich would have it) as the God, The mes=age about Christ, nore=-
nground of beinz, a God in the depths, over, is not found by looking into the
Sueh a speaking about God does indeed depths of our existence, It cones fron
pave its advantages, C.S. Lewis corments ¥ithout, It is sent to us, That is why
"the image of the Earth*Mother jets in We cannot allow that only 'in depth!
gomething which that of the Sky%Father inagery be used. For this imagery only
leaves out," The symbol'ground' helps us attenpts $0 describe the unknown God,
to pictorially view God as eustainer and We nay use it not so nuch to say sone=
upholder of the universe in whon all ~ thing, but rather, in order net to say
existenge, even our very own, is rooted, gothing, But 1py our proplanation, we can

Yet, the inagery of Gpth also adnmits only properly speak of the Christ who
slements which, unless balanced by other C3De no% fron the depths ef our existence,
syobols, 1limit dnd possibly distort the dut fron without, fron without time and
Christian faithe The Bible itself and space, about which all human tongues
even its individual writers enploy yary=-bust be silent,
ing and diverse inages to express each Jin Brespahan
particular concern (for exahple, the
neaning of the crucifixion). The enploye
nent of any one particular figure to the 2
exclusion of another is a loss in our BIBLIOGRAPHIC MUSINGS
proclanation, It is only through a -
nultiplicity of synbols that we can begin In case you have forgotten, or ha\.ren‘e
to say sonething about God, Yet, it nust looked latelys NEV BOOKS IN THE LIBRARY
be realized that in suéh speaking all - ARE NOW OI‘W DISPLLY in the eases in the
our language nust fail, We, to be sure, rotunda, As you enter thé roon, you will
Ik 6f s work 1in.the-varldemhis 500 VRSCHOBRS NMSSSE 7955 The volunes
rule and power, his love and direction, are grouped in four major fields, to
But to speak of thiése is not to speak of facilitate your browsing: Exegetical,
God in hinself, It is only to speak of Hi;to;ieal, Doctriasal, Practica}. Have
th e0K,
1t:e§?‘uina2:§u232;:zo:fose will mantfestd Thg bonks ysu no longer need, or can

Tye use of the 'in‘depth! inagery, encourage others to give, can be nission
like all other synbol, has its failure. aries, Fron gifts to us ve have sent
Its most obvious one is that it tends tc,1;heae gifts to others since last ;reek:
identify God with this world, Sone of thizﬁfic Lutherap Seninary (1 vook), :
responses to Robinson's book have showd _ 3:::"tigmggagzzksgug1:::;’::;;':“
zzi:x;:e:: ::::’ :;r ;Omihh:v:hv;izzen S::oolu(34abooks), Unit;d States Book

r thanks tha e

lomger have to belive in a personal God Exchange (10 b°°k?)‘ d 5By
or a God of nmiracleas, wvho raises nen The librarian's effice door 1s alway
fron the dead, ! open, Drap ip any tine for help with
your book amd reference problens,

E R & b b

It eeems that what we properly need
is a balance of imagery and symbol, even
Af they be contradictory, that God may
not be réduced to a single copception in
our mind, To speak of God 'in the depth'The SEMINARIAN is published weekly by
noTeover doeg not say anything about hinghe Student Body of the Lutheran Theo~
Just to say 'God loves and accepts you! logical Seninary at Philadelphia,
is an 1dle phrase, Such a God is alvays STAFF1 W, Hanlin, Bditorj J, Bresnahany
hidden, ¥é nan obly truly speak of (nd R, Grove; He Irélandj C, Murn) Sports,
Vhen ve gpeak of Jesus Christ, his P, Payerchinj Je Pfistererj Re Sleling)
Passion, death, and resurrection,'Apart J, Sollidaye

Henry Scherer,
Librarian v
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UEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY

The week of Jan .18-2? been
ddafknntoi”q"ﬁeo? of ! ér for Christ-
ion Unity by the World C uncil of

Churches. It is Yeing observed by ‘the
Seminary cormunity with praycrs for

* unity and appropriatc Lessipns in the -
context of our regular chapel servicese.
This norning a special servite, pre=
pared by Dr. Seltzer especinlly for ouf

" observance of the week, was uscd.

«  Boginnin, in 1940, The Faith and
«+Qpdcr noveront fixed its week of prayer
% for urfity to coincide with the’ Ronan

Catholic Chair of Unity Octave, This
1atter observance was bepun in 1908 by

2"the Rev. Phul Janes Francis, supcrior

of the Graymoor Monastery of the Socie=-
ty of the Atonenment, in Garrison, LY.
The octave, which coihcides with the-
eight Qst:concluding with the Feast of
the Conversion of 5t. Paul, was approv-
ed by Pope Pius X in 1909, -
This year, for the first time, Roman
Catholics, Protcstants, and Eastu:rn

O tHR99x 378 B3LiGntEEoSY BBRERE'
observance, The naterial is 2 panplet

prepared ¥y the AssocintionaUnite

Chreticnne, of Lyoens, France, nore than

200,000copies of which have been dis-

tributed in the U. S. by the National

Council of Churchus, -This year's '

theue is "The Gregt Shephe¢rd.of - the

Sheepe" X

While we cmshasize-the cause of

Christian unity in our corporate wor-

ship this weck, it is hovefully a eon-

stant concern in our prayers both pub-

lic and private, and.a notivating force

in our actions. We ought.also to look

forward to naking-this a goncern in the

prayer lifc of the people whon we will

soon be serving s pastorse The unity

for whieh we pray is indeed -

UThe unity for which.Ghrist gsked
Gody unity in truth and.love, unity
for witness and service"
«Henry Ireland-
AR ERRREFRREARR

PELEPHONE BID REJECTED. SEE BULLETIN

.~BOARD FOR FULL DETAILS« : 3
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HEYER CQﬂHISSIQN g

The Student Body decided, at its
last neeting, that the cause of this
year's Heyer Comnission Drive shall be
the seminary of the Japan Evangelical
Lutheran Church, in Tokyo. A goal of
3500 was also approved by the Student
Body. : .

In view of this, the Exccutive
Cormnittece of the Heyer Connission is
plcaged to announce the avpointment of
Greg Shannon as Chairnan of the drive,
The drive will be colducted cduring the
period April 6 through May 1, In the
past it *has been the p-actice to have
the drive ddincide with Lent. ' It is
felt, however, because of the denands
upon us during the Lenten season, it
might be well to appropriate the nonth
following BEaster for the drives More
infornation on the Seninary in Tokyo
will be forthconing.

MATTHEW AND JOHN IN 7. R,LLEL

As another week passes-by, we See a
different sifuation in the Evangelieal
bowling league standings. If what they
say is the 'Gospel truth' - "the "last
shell be first and the first, 1~st",
then we are in for a surprising, 28 well
as a farciful, nerve-breaking scason.
Luke, who like 'stickers in 2 dog's
tail' refuses to Ye left behind, is
showing it by their deternined bowling.
As it stands anything can hapyren and
it usually does, Opnosite Luke is Mark
who regained a first place, bowling &
3 ganc average of 770. This stnnds as
the highest average in a night so far.
Motthew .was Mark's victin and inspite
Matthew's defedt, it can not g0 without
saying that Schlotter, top bowler for
the night, rolled a 192, Matthew's tead
average was Tll. In second place we
find both Matthew and John. What hap=
pcned to Matthew didn't happen to John
resulting in an ascension of Johne :
John bounced into action with a mystic™
752 for the night and Luke trailed by
«a half:a length with 739.

e H WX .

Next week we will puilish a "~ °° cry
report,

~ »



