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SOMEOEA BURP ESTABLISH, OPERATE 
mi FLIRVS "LUTHBfifin seiwiPRv PRESS 

A basement room under G Hall of the 
Main Dormitory has been .designated as 
the "Press"Room" for the Lutheran Semi­
nary Press. It is the hone of a 10"xl4" 
letterpress which was purchased by Rudy 
Schneider, senior, and is being opera­
ted jointly by he and Larry Burr, sen­

ior. 
The press was purchased, along with 

22 cases of type, fron St. Mark's Luth­
eran Church in Conshohocken, Pa. 

The Lutheran Seminary Press is a 
subsidiary of the Seminarian under the 
supervision of Schneider and Burr. It 
will make its services available to the 
student body, the Seminary, and the 
Development Campaign for publication of 
material where quality letterpress re­
production is required. Slated for 
reproduction during the Christmas holi­
days is the "Seminarian Quarterly." 

At the present, electrical equipment 
is being installed, and certain furni­
ture and other equipment is being con-

BASEMENT 
NOW CLOSED 

Release from Mr. John A. Kaufcann 
The basement area in thv_ North wing 
the Library will be closed tempor­

arily while renovations are underway. 
The Library Committee has requested 
that the room be rehabilitated and that 
a portion of it be equipped with shel-
v*ng. The so-called Dewey section of 
the collection will be moved from the 
• i- stacks into this area when the 
w°rk is completed. The balance of the 

will continue to be available in 
G iftnodiate future for recreational 

Purposes as at the present. 

structed which will be necessary for 
the operation of the Press. 

There is an opening for two or pos­
sibly three juniors who are interested 
in learning the printing business. Any­
one interested in working during their 
spare time for the Lutheran' Seminary 
Press should contact either Rudy Schnei­
der or Larry Burr. 

Headquarters for the Lutheran Semi­
nary Press will be in the Seminarian 
office on the first floor of E Hall. 

BOARD PLANS 
SERIES ON SEX 

The Board of Social Ministry of the 
Lutheran Church in America will take 
the initiative to provide a series of 
working papers on sex in contemporary 

American society. 
The board approved a resolution at 

its November meeting in Mew York in­
structing its staff to "continue needed 
consultations leading to a series of 
working paaers in the general area of 
sex and society, with the intention 
that these would in turn lead into a 
background statement of theses for a-

do^tion by the church." 
The 1964 convention of the Lutheran 

Church in Anerica gave temporary 
nent to an earlier statenent of the 
ner United Lutheran Church in Anerica 
dealing with carriage and fanily life 
and including a Christian position on 

SeXThe new study under consideration 
would focus on a Christian view of sex 
in all its applications, taking into 
account the ever-inereasing 00nce™ °f 
the church for unnarried oersons and 
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F D I T O R I A  L  6D1TOR STflTtS MPtfi 
by Larry Burr 

Recently, i t  has been made clear to 
me that the Seminarian has been con­
fused as-the official publication-of 
the Lutheran Theological Seminary at • ,  
Philadelphia. It-must be strted that i  
the material published in this '  weekly 
newspaper is written, edited, and pre-" 
sented "by^the students^of the Seminary. 
It  must also be stated that we are an 
official publication of the Student 
Body of the Seminary and not of the 
administration or the Board of Direc­
tors of the Seminary. 

It  is our solo purpose to act as a 
medium between students, and between 
students and administration, including 
the Development Campaign, the faculty, 
and the Board members. Materials print­
ed herein are designed to speak to the . 
students and not to any of the other 
more uiian SO outside readers who re­
ceive this "weekly publication". 

-  As a publication of, by^and for stu­
dents, I  an forced to say. that we are 
Sfery often overlaojced as an Official 

• nedlun of connunication and advertising, 
itudent organizations should take ad­
vantage of this paper to announce their 
activities, and cake public the plans 
which they are naking. We would appre­
ciate being given the privilege of 

scooping" information to the student 
bony. Prcr.ature announconen'ts oh the -
bulletin boards make material printed " -
in the paper "history" for nost people. 

a l s o  like to state that all  
news stories are written according to 
the facts which are-available to us at '  
the tine of the.,publication 0c the rrsx.&j «—• 

SSS "°s;-

newspaper is rO W  .  issue of the 
p r_b I n o w  n e^rmg the 400 nark head and support fu. o .  mar*. 

P P t  t h e  s e m i n a r i a n .  I t  

posmon 
is a nediun of connunication for t k  
student body which needs the SUp J, 
of.  each.,  organization and student 
der.t0 ^ effective in the Son,,.!'* 

CARDS, FEATURE BORNEMANN CUTS 
A series of Christmas cards with 

wood cuts by Prof. .Robert E. Bowe­
ls being prepared by the Lutheran Scnh 
nary Press. There will be throe or 
four different cards in the series. 

Students who would like to purchase 
these unique and distinctive Christnaa 
cards s.io'uld place their orders before 
this 'weekend with either Larry Burr or 
Rudy Schneider. The cost will be a 
bare minimum in line with the Lutheran 
Seminary PressTs policy of offering 
quality printing to you at mininun of 
cost.  

The staff of the Press is available 
to students at any time to publish print­
ed materials of any nature. Contact 
Burr or Schneider on cost and production 
arrangements. 

BSM TO STUDY SEX 
(Qontinued from page 2) 

need for a restatement of the church's 
position on the central problems-of so. 
which may not ' necessarily find their 
resolution in marriage and family ii.*» 

PRT 

THE' SEMINARIAN is a w e e k l y  publica­
t ion-of the Student Body of the Luth­
eran Theological Seminary, T301 L , e r;" 
town Avenue, Philadelphia, Pa., 19119* 

This paper appears every Wednesd-j 
morning during the academic year ex­
cept during vacation and testing Pe r  

i°ds. j 
Larry Burr, editor; Paul Payercni-j 

sports editor; Bob Peery, student 
views editor; Mike Merkel, producti 
editor; Len Ash ford, Gary Ant. or';U 
staff artists? Jack Denys, Walt 
Jiri  Seifert,  John Slingerland, Earx 
Werdelin. 
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BOARD HO^TS JUSs/lOtts 
The junior  classes of Mt.  Airy and 

Gettysburg Seminaries v/ere the guests 
of the Board of Publication yesterday 

'for a tour of the. ,  printing plant  and 
the Muhlenberg Building. The Board 
also feted, the- ninety seminarians - 3-8 
from Gettysburg; 52 from'Mt.  Airy -  at  
a luncheon in the Alden Park Manor.  Mr. 
Vill iam Keyser,  Promotion Manager for 
the Board,  was the host  to the group. 

Dr.  H. T.  Walker,  Executive Secretary,  
brought greetings to the group and in­
troduced to them various staff  members 
of the Board,  including Mr. E.  P.  
Hoeppner,  Treasurer,  and Mr. P 
Associate Executive Secretary.  

At the conclusion of the no . r ly 7-
hour tour,  the Board presented each 
guest  with a packet of materials inclu­
ding several  catalogues and throe books 
from the "Preacher 's  Paperback Library." 
This was the second annual tour which 
the Board of Publication has sponsored 
for the juniors at  the t /o 'seminaries.  

i-^e 

544 OPEN YET!! 
It  was incorrectly reported in the 

last  issue of the Seminarian that  en­
rollment in Systematic Theology 544 
(Th£ Urban Church) was to be l imited 
to Seniors.  Members of the Middler 
l lass are also welcome and they are 
free to transfer to the eourse befdre 
1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, December 2.  
The course will  meet for the f irst  
t i 'e  at  11:45 a.m.,  Friday, December 4.  

COMMISSI; IN TO MEE 
HT UOSHRINGPRS 
The Heyer Commission will  meet 'on 

Thursday, December 3,  at  the home, of 
Eric Voehringer,  who is  the campus 

missions representative,  according to 
a note submitted to the Seminarian.  

The- theology of missions which is  
being developed by the Protestant • 

urches will  be the topic of discus­
sion at  Thursday's meeting.  There will  
-iso oe frank discussion of the concept 
of  missions within thd LCA 

The presentation will  include a f i ln-
•- - r ip,  produced by the Methodist  Church, 
^ ' ieh shows the updating taking place in 
• ; e  area of qualif ications of missionar-
- ro. The f i lmstrip also shows the task 
^ a missionary as he at tempts to ful-
: i l l  his call ing.  

i-he discussion and refreshments will  
- -  How the f i lmstrip presentation.  

students interested in missions with-
the church are cordially invited to 

attend.  

DOBERSTEIN 
0. Jhaa„ 5/1 £BATic A L PL 

Dr. John ' .  Doberstein announced 
this week his plans for his sabbati­
cal  year which begins with this quar­
ter  and will  continue through f irst  
quarter of next year.  

Dr.  Doberstein,  professor of prac­
t ical  theology at  Mt. Airy will  do 
research work unti l  after  Christmas.  
Then he will  go to Vermont to complete 
two books which he is  presently work­
ing on. One book will  be an approach 
to the theology of pastoral  care.  The 
other will  be a homiletical  and exegeti-
cal  study of the gospels for each Sun­
day of the church year.  

HOUSE TUESDAY SPECIAL FOR 
.UNDERSELLS OUR BOOKSTORE.' 

"THE PUB 
JUNIORS. 
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JUNIORS, WIVES PLAN "HOLLY HOP 
The annual Christmas Dance will 

be held in the basement of Ascen­
sion Lutheran Church on Friday 
night, December 11, 1964. The gala 

; occasion will begin at 8:30 p.m. 
'and will last until 12:30. Music 
will be furnished by a three-man 
combo who will -  according to the 
Wives' Club and the Junior Class, 
the co-sponsors for the dance -
play selections upon request. Re­
freshments will be served during 
the evening. There will also be 
gifts distributed at the party at 
selected points in the dance. 
* 

In order that the on 
will be able to meet the X™ 
for the combo, the refreshen? " 
and tne gifts, there will be L 
an admission fee of .$1.50 ver '  
couple. Since tickets are not -
ing to be sold before th - dance 
each couple may purchase the'tiJ 

kets at the door. " 
Fellows, get your dates now' 

Wives, circle the 11th on your' 
calendars and remind your husbands 
that they don't want to suss'this 
enjoyable evening! 

—Sandra Lah(-t 

V\ 
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SENIORS TO PLAY 
COLLEGE BOWL SCHEDULE '  

The Senior Class has accepted the 
Junior Class's challenge to play them 
in basketball. The game is to be play­
ed at the Presbyterian Church on the 
corner of Mt. Pleasant and German town 
Avenues. The time and day will be post­
ed on the board this afternoon. 

It will be interesting to hear the 
outcome of the game. May the best team 
win. Go Seniors Go. 

Dec. 12 
Tangerine Bowl — 

Massachusetts vs. East Carolina 

N.A.I.A. Champion Bowl — 
Concordia, Minn. vs. Sam Huston State 

Junior Rose Bowl — 
. Cameron State vs. Long Beach City Col. 

Pecan Bowl — 
Iamar Tech. vs.State Col. of Iowa 

Dec. 19 
Bluebonnet Bowl — 

Mississippi vs. Tulsa 

Liberty Bowl —-
West Virgina vs. Utah 

Dec. 25 
Shrine Game — 

North vs. South 

Dec. 26 
Sun 3cwl — 

Georgia vs. Texas Tech 

Blue-Gray Game — 
North vs. South All-Stars 

Jan. 1 
™se Bowl — 

Michigan vs, Oregon State 

Cotton Bowl—-
Arkansas vs. Nebraska 

Jrange Bcwl — 
Alabama -vs.-Texas 

Sugar Bowl--*— . . „ 
* Syracuse.vs. Louisiana State 

Jan, 2 
Gator Bowl —• 

Florida State vs. team to be selected 



s i f inDinGS 
Because of ' t t ie Thanksgiving,.va­

cation-the "experts*1  and contestants 
in the -"Beat The Experts . .ContestM  had 
to pick twenty teams* Listed,  below "  
arc the results .  The f irst-column is  \ 
their  results  in the twenty picks 'and--i  
in the second'column is  their  over-all  
season record,  I  would also .mention 
at  this t ire that  a few of the picks 
have core in late.  In the- future,  to 
be fair  to the other contestants,  picks 
received after 12 Noon on Saturday will  
NOT be counted,  _• • -

Don Myron 9-10.. ,  74-31-4 
Sandy Jacobs .9-10..  .70-35-4 
Carl  Hansen 7-12.. . .  67-38-4 
PHANTOM. .•  .7-12..  . .66-39-4 
J  ohn S-lingerland 7-12., .  58-47-4 

Jesse Houck 11-°. .  ,  .77-28-4* 
Bob Cornelius 12-7. . .  .74-31-4 .  
Steve McKittr ick 8-11..  ,73-32-4 
Erian Snyder 8-11..  .73-32-4 
Ron Meyer;  9-10..  ,72-33-4 
Lou . Dunkle 9-10.. .  67-38-4 
Bob Tyce 13-6, . . .  65-40-4 
Dan Eckert  .  .7-12..  . .61-44-4 

************* * i 

SCORES 
• . 4 1  

Eucknell  21 .  . Delaware 14 
Harvard 18 Yale '14 
I l l inois 16 Michigan St .  0 
Missouri  34 Kansas 14 
Michigan 10 Ohio St. .  0 
Oklahoma 17 Nebraska 7 j 
Penn State 28 Pit tsburgh 0 • 
u s c  34 > OCLA .13.  
Steelers 44 .  G'iani-s 
Raiders 35 J 'ets  26 '  

Army 11 •• Navy 8 
Baylor 27 R i c e  20 
Georgia 7. ;- ,  Georgia Techi,  0 
New-Mexico.9.  Kansas St .  T 
U S C  2 1  .  :  " Notre Dane 17 
TCU. 17.  ,  • 3MU :6 
Texas 26 Texas A&M 7 j 
Bears 27 -  -24 
Bills 27 -  Chargers. .  24 v-j  
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STATEMENT BY THE L.C.A. ON PRAYER 
I BIBLE READING IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

In June,  1963, the Executive Council  of the Lutheran Church in America 
adop t ed  a brief statement on prayer and Bible reading in the public schools in 
the l ight of decisions on those matters by the United States Supreme Court  (Engel 
and Schenpp cases, .  370 U.S. 421 .and 374 U.S. 203).  

The Biennial  Convention of the LCA in July,  1964, received an interpre­
tive memorandum at-ached by the Executive Council  to the prior statement.  The 
significance of the memorandum was in i ts  fuller  analysis of the Court 's  decisions 
and in the at tention i t  gave to related proposals to amend the Consti tution of the 
United States.  

The convention ratif ied the statement of the Executive Council  ( in the 
words of the pertinent resolution) "as amplified and interpreted bv" the menorandu 

The statement of the Executive Council  "as amplified and interpreted by" 
the memorandum consti tutes the official  posit ion of the Lutheran Church in Ameri­
ca on prayer and Bible reading in the public schools and the question of Consti­
tutional amendment.  

STATEMENT BY THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, 1963 

We do not believe that  much has been lost  in terms of the specific point 
covered by the recent decisions of the United States Supreme Court  in the school 
prayer and Bible reading cases.  If  the Lord's  Prayer were to be recited in school 
rooms only for the sake of the moral and ethical  atmosphere i t  creates,  i f  vouia 
be worth nothing to the practicing Christ ian.  The Lord a Prayer is  e '  
of adoration and peti t ion or i t  is  debased. Reading the c e m e 
schools without comment,  too,  has been of dubious value as ei ther an ^ucati .  
or rel igious experience.  The more we at tempt as Christ ians or D U t i ic schools 
sist  on common denominator rel igious exercise or ins rue o rel igi-
the greater r isk we run of diluting our fai th a n d  contributing to a *ague rel  gi  
osity which identif ies religion with patriotism and ecomes a 

r t l i i l° r" At the sane t ine,  in candor,  these decisions oust  be seen 
shed. They open an era in which Christ ianity is  ep ^n d s  Q f  Q U r  a n c e s tors 
* way that  was foreign and would have beer,  repug .  1  i r r e  Thev signalize the:  
at  the t ime when the consti tution was writ ten an ever * *  i g  p a 3 t  the place 
fact  that  the United States of America,  l ike many other nations ^ia^ 
where underlying Christ ian culture and beliefs are as i t  heightens the need 

This event intensifies the task of the iHoerican 
°f the church for strength t o  stand ale e,  o C h r i s t i a n  men and women, 
s o c i e t y .  It  calls  for greater depth of c o n v i c t i o n  in al l  m 

INTERPRETIVE MEMORANDUM, 1964 

^ o r » i n r e d  i t  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  i Q r  
The United States Supreme C o u r t  has d e  c '  c i t a t i o n  and the reading 

fates to require religious exercises such as pra - ^ ^  Schenpp cases,  
°f the Bible without comment in the public sc.-oo •  co u r t 's  decisions have 

U.S. 421 and 374 U.S. 203.)  I t  i«  that  ^  ̂  ̂  t h Q S e  

cheated controversy and have aroused misgiving ^ concern for the religious 
have both an Interest  in the public schools and a 



and moral nurture of our children. To some it has seemed that the Fed-
stitution should be expressly amended to nullify these decisions and th** C°n" 
restrict  the application of the religion clauses of the First  Amendment6 2 1**8 6  

Criticism of the Court 's  rulings has been directed to the foil  • 
points:  that prayer exercises and Bible reading in the public schools -°W l n* 
sanction of historical usage, that to call  these practices a form of r  r  • ^  
establishment is to carry constitutional interpretation to an unvarrant Hg l°U S  

that to invalidate these practices at  the request of a minority is to ^  e X t r e n e '  
i ty rights,  and that exclusion of such religious practices has' the eff '17 
ferring a constitutional blessing upon secularism as an official philosophy C  

The Church is  properly concerned about these questions. The valldL 
the meaning and the effect of the Court 's  decisions touch on natters of vita '  
i n t e r e s t  t o  C h r i s t i a n s ,  b o t h  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  u n d e r  G o d  f o r »  

fospel.  ° r d e r  & n d  t h 6 i r  S P 6 0 i a l  ° a l l l n g  i n  C h r i s t  f o r  the sake of Se 

I t  does not appear,  however,  that the church need be 
suits reached by the Court in these cases.  Persons of Ll  i !  over the re-
ences ci  opinion on the correctness or desirabili ty of these ^V° d i" f e r '  
same t ine believers and nonbelievers alike ^  aSe thl "ewIh^^n^he nf6  

school I tTrZZ "rreuTollZlurl? '  "  ^ 

ligious point^°vlerno?Umuch ^0^°'  J U n e /9 6 3  "Agnizes that from a re-
Supreme Court in the school prayer and Bible ""reading ^  d e°*S i 0 n S  0 f  t h e  U 'S '  
ers when prescribed bv nnhi-tr* 0„fv, •*. cases.  Recitation of pray-
ercise that neither reflects nor cortrib*?3 1 1* t G C 0 L l e S  a  f o r m a l> nechanical ex-
verence. Bible reading without ~~ I  z e a  t o  S e nuine religious piety and re-
ercise that cortributes l i t t le to°- ^  °n  t h° f° r m  ° f  a  r i t u a l i s t i c  e x" 
ing of the Bible.  g nume educational program or to understand-

roligious'traditior.^°and4^^0 r^r.S  P r a^' r . a n d  the Bible belong to a particular 
does result  in a relieious'n^f  ̂  1 1  r c l i g i o u s  exercises in the public schools 
veness in the cor.nl i  i n v i t e s  t h e  r i s k  of sectarian divisi-
avoid or minimize th a  spot • ^  d u v°tional use of the Bible designed to 
Bible and a *  * ""ort.d option of the 

element,  whether i t^e^'^n-^tG X e r c i s e> d e s igned to minimize the sectarian 
gious teachings serves toZonTeT^****** °T  B l b l e  r e^S  t h a t  i g n° r 6  ^ 
none of the substarop tv * • / ague or a syncretistic religion that conveys 
witness.  S U b s t a n c e> and cutting edge of the historic Christian 

quires a re-evaluation c o  ' j ' e n p o r a rJ r  Pluralistic and democratic society re-
had their origin a Tt lP :L0 1!!S  "h i C h  — ti oned by historical usage 
shaping of many public pract '^M^"6  Protestant influence was dominant in thq 
gard for all  religious faiths i n® t '  e-Pu t ) l ic school program. A due re-
kinds makes i t  imperative f .w L A.3 ,° , f 0 r  n o^elievers and nonconformists of 
the risk of intrusion of «PPH • ^  p u t l i c  s°bools abstain from practices that re­
serves a unique and valued e l e r n e" t s  a n d  divisiveness.  The public schoox 
diversities of our pluralistic^ultur0 1^^ t 0  b u i l d  a  c i v i c  u n i ty despite the 

religious practices in the public school®" U\Tthereb^not 'onirappropri^ing 



a funetler properly served by the church ana the faniJv v, .  „ 
don of be] levers and unbelievers alike to the restrai  I  *u s u b ieoting the free-
of governmental  power and public facil i t ies in the accompanies the use 
This consideration" is  particularly relevant in t 'e  p r 0*1 0 t l o n  o f  religious ends,  
the public schools.  Children are required tc be i r" '^ °i  r e l i g i o u s  e xercises in 
lav,  the rel igious exercises are prescribed bv Duhl\* ^  c o n p u l s i o n  of  public 
facil i t ies are used, and the teacher—the svnbm ^  public school 
supervises the exercises.  These factors combine to o r i t y . i n  t h e  classroom-
force on young and impressionable children to i-di ,  o p e r a t^ W l t h  indirect  coercive 
exercises,  despite a freedom to be excused frorVrtic^*0  ^ t h e s o  

a genuine regard for prayer and the Bible nay obW* fnV "It *V e n  p e r s o n s  with 
in these exercises when they are supported by the conpulsi™ of ' law!^1^6" 

Having said this,  however,  dnpq nnf , ,  
any reservations about the Supreme Court 's  decisions S® ® l e g i t i r , a°y o f  having 
the establishment clause of the First  . 'nerdnpr-f  • '  '  Q u e s t i o n  whether 
to rel igious practices in the public schools is  a m p r o p e r l y  interpreted to apply 
gree.  I t  is  quite valid to ask whethertheF ourlpntl" ° \^ ^  
to make the First  Anendnent apply to every school o S h o u l d  c e  u s e d  

or «o,  ™s,:n , i*s,m-
A more serious question,  moreover,  goes to the concept of neutrali ty re 

spit ing religious matters,  which played a central  part  in the Court 's  decision 
handed down in 1963. Clearly public school programs must be directed to secular 
purposes,  and yet  the schools cannot be absolutely neutral  in regard to religious 
aattera.  any education premised on indifference to the religious factors in his-

'  Purthe™^ ' ' f :  a n < J  ^ t h G  l i f 6  ° f  t h® ^™al,  is an inadequate educL 
do«r\n  n t h e r°° r e» t h e  v a c u u n  introduced by the exclusion of religion opens the 
door to the cult  of secularism. The Consti tution prohibits  the establishment of 
- l i  K i n d s  o -  r e l i g i o n — w h e t h e r  t h e i s t i c  o r  s e c u l a r  i n  c h a r a c t e r .  

v  i  Recognizing these considerations,  the Court  has wisely stated that  
icnools nay properly present programs for the objective study of the Bible and of 
r a i6 l o n» How successfully this can be done,  without the intrusion of sectarian 

f remains to be seen.  This points up the challenge to the churches and 
- tm, public schools to give serious attention to ways of studying the Bible and 
*f/1  " a  ^Rat will  do justice to the religious factor and at  the sane t ine serve 

larger neutrali ty which an even-handed interpretation of the Consti tution re-
^1" e s* ' r > e  ^CA Commission on Church and State Relations in a Pluralist ic Society 
— currently exploring this question and will  report  i ts  conclusions to the Church 
in due t ine.  

Christ ians should realize,  however,  that  not too much may be expected of 
C'  l ic  schools in dealing wit  rel igious natters.  The schools must be careful 

; l .^" a i n  r r o m  practices and teaching programs that  involve commitment to ult imate 
or values.  On the other hand, i t  should be possible for the public schools 

• "each respect for the spiri tual  and moral values that  reflect  the community con-
'  i v '  w-v-ich for most ci t izens have their  roots in the Christ ian,and in the 

decedent Hebrew tradit ion.  

, w  ^ Cur democratic society rests on certain moral assumptions.  But e ' /er .  
t h e  Public schools must be careful.  In teaching respect for the ethics of a 

i e ,^C r a^ c  s°ciety,  they cannot commit themselves to ei ther a theist ic or a hunan-
nurt° D h i l c s o r >hy respecting the sources and motivation for ethical  conduct.  The 
biliff6  a n  i n f o r n e d  vital  and relevant religious faith remains the responsi-

of parents and the churches.  
• • 
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In viow of these considerations i t  does not seem that anything of 
tance is to he gained through an amendment to the Constitution that would s  l n p c N  

prayer and Bible reading in the public schools. The Supreme Court has not h*1^0' 
that there can be no prayers in public schools.  Nothing in the Court 's  d • 
precludes school authorities from designating a period of silence for "8  

meditation or even for devotional reading of the Bible or any other book d • 
this period. Opportunity for voluntary participation in prayers of the stude^'  
own choice is not governed by these decisions which dealt  only with situatio^ 8  

where school authorities were directly involved in prescribing the kind of ^ 
and in giving direction to i t .  Moreover,  the Court 's  recognition that the^fc^ 
t ive study of religion and the Bible in the public schools is  consistent with 
First  Amendment gives promise of a constructive approach to neutralizing secul 
ist ic tendencies in public education. J  a '"  

Furthermore, the Supreme Court has not outlawed reference to God in 
l ie documents,  proceedings or ceremonies.  No constitutional amendment is  neces-" 
sary to assure the freedom of the federal and state governments to give appropri­
ate expression to the religious factor in our history and in the l ives of our 
people. 

On the other hand, there is disadvantage in using the amendment process 
to deal with the present issue and there is risk in the results that would be 
achieved by i t .  The proposed amendments would represent only a piece-meal way 
of dealing with religious practices in public schools and in public l ife.  It  
would be a use of the amendment process not to state general and fundamental 
principles but to sanction certain specific and detailed practices.  This is,  to 
say the least,  a questionable use of the amendment process.  Moreover,  such ar,  
amendment would raise new problems of interpretation and could lead to unintended 
,n f l  sP e o ted results in areas vitallv touching on religious liberty. Finally, 

n°S  l aP°rtant,  the proposed amendments in their substance would give 
u i th sii  t-  -  mo.ion to distinctively sectarian practices in the public schools 
"  (  '  r"k s  involved of impinging upon freedom of conscience and belief 
and creating religious divisiveness in the community. 

T,„F? C o r i 3 t l tution should not be amended except to achieve large and in-
tutio el t  needs and purposes consistent with the basic nature of our consti-
these t t inHnr!!" '  p h e  o u r r e n t  proposals for constitutional amendment do not neet 
vised to di 'met ' th a r C nF' c n u r o h e s  and school authorities would be better nd-
the public -ohpoip6  rF t 0  p r°S r a n s  f o r  study of religion and the Bible in 
the secul-r-- t  ,  0  e  f o r n u l  t ion of types of programs which oo— ordinate 
e  i  L ?VrS r a n 8  ° f  t h e  p U b l i c  s o h°° l s  with programs of a strict!  

^  Ss n 0^0  ^ b y  t h 6  c h u r c h e s  themselves, rather than to seek consti-

— -
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