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SPRING BANQUET 
SET FOR APRIL 30™ 

The annual student body spring ban
quet '/dll be held Friday evening, April 
30, at Casa Conti banquet hall in Glen-
side. Announcement of the plans was made 
by Brian Snyder, general chairman of the 
event. Tickets for the semi-formal din
ner-dance will go on sale in the book
store beginning April 1. Cost per couple 
is $3.00 

Dr. John P. Reumann will be master of 
ceremonies for the evening. The special 
speaker, yet to be selected, will be in

troduced by President Donald R. Heiges. 
a seven-piece band will provide the 

.evening's music. L-ter In the evening, 
trophies and awards will bo given to the 
champions in ping pong, billiards, chess, 
tennis, and bowling. 

The middle class is In charge of the 
banquet. Snyder, as class president, is 
the general chairman of the event. Other 
chairmen are Ron Bohr, publicity; Steve 
KcKittrick, band and printing; Bob Cor
nelius, speaker; and Sandy Jacobs, accom
modations. 

EDITORIAL 
Students recently have petitioned for 

additional library hours. The petition, 
"ith 1C3 signatures from the 108 students 
-ortacted, was presented to Dr. Scherer 
yesterday, 

Request #1, that of re-opening the 
library on Wednesday evenings during Lent, 
wes immediately granted by Dr. Scherer. 
•^quest #2, recommending additional week-

h°urs, and request #3, advocating 
r re?u^ar weekday hours on weekends 
-receding final examinations, will be con-
~^ered the' next week by the li-

conimitteef composed of Dr. Scherer, 
fessors Krodel, Lee, and Reumann. 
^ is the urgent plea of the student 

c:n- °T this newspaper, that the li-
committee act promptly and affirm-

at^ 0n this petition. 
b is equally urgent that the student 

share in making maximum use 
-• -he library. It is no secret that cur-
li.". Use minimal on the part of most students. 

°4udents have talked; now they must 

act. Dr. Scherer has agreed to.break a 
thirty-year-old tradition by opening the 
library on Lenten Wednesday evenings, 
ON THE CONDITION THAT at least twenty 
students use it on those evenings, eyen 
though he admitted that the average ev
ening attendance fluctuates between 8 
and 30. Regardless of the arbitrary na
ture of his decision, Dr. Scherer must be 
thanked by a grateful student body. The 
best wry to thahk him and to show our 
good intentions, is to use the library. 

J. A. D. 

Dr. Luther D. Reed will celebrate 
his ninety-second birthday this Sun
day, March 21. Dr. Reed and his 
housekeeper will be the guests of 
the seminary a"d of tne e-^'-er Cat 
ing v.,rvice at the afternoon meal 
on Vunday in the Refectory. 
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EDITORIAL 
This past week a committee was ap

pointed by the editor tc draw up a policy 
statement to bo used regarding ft11 let
ters to the editor. The committee con
sisted of Earl Werdolin, chairman, Dave 
Holmberg, and Walt Enquist. The state
ment drawn up by the committee has been 
adopted by the staff and it is printed 
in order that the student body may knew 
what our policy is. 

1. A committee of three be established. 
The chairman being the editor, the other 
two members being appointed by him from 
the staff. A majority vote being neces
sary to pass all business. 

2. All letters to the editor must be 
approved by this committee prior to pub
lication. The committee has the right 
to reject any letter whose content in
dicates a lack of Christian charity on 
the part of the author toward the reading 
audience. Also to be rejected are let
ters which attack personalities rather 
than dealing with the thoughts of that 
person. To be rejected also are letters 
which do not meet acceptable writing 
standards. Rejected letters should be 
returned to the sender and, if altered 
in an acceptable manner by the sender, 
then published. 

3. The committee will comment on let----
ters as necessary. Most letters will 
not require comment; however, others * 
will, in order that the reading audience 
be made aware of the situation at hand. 

Thi3 policy went into operation with 
this issue of the Seminarian. The editor 
will be happy to discuss this policy 
with any student. It is our wish that 
this policy will help to improve the 
quality of the Seminarian. 

THE SEMINARIAN is ? weekly publication 
of the Student 3ody of the Lutheran Theo
logical Seminary, 7301 Germantown Ave., 
Philadelphia, PP.. 19119. 

This pa.per appears every Wednesday 
morning during the academic year except 
during vacation and testing periods. 

Subscription rate:. $1.50 per quarter; 
$^.50 per school year. 

Bob Peery, editor; Paul Payerchin, 
sports editor: Len fiShford, staff artist; 
Jack Denys, Walt Enquist, Pay Kittinger, 
Mike Kerkel, Earl Werdolin, Dave Holm
berg, -il V/agaman. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
F o l l o w i n g  a r e  f o u  l e t t e r s  r e g a r d i n g  

t h e  s u b j e c t  p r e s e n t e d  i n  E d  S t e v e ' s  
l e t t e r  ( M a r c h  3 ) < •  V a r i o u s  r e a c t i o n s  
a r e  g i v e n  a n d  w e  i r . v i t e  f u r t h e r  c o m m e n t s  
H o w e v e r ,  w e  f e e l  t h a t  a  b a s i c  n e e d  i s  a  
c l e a r e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  t e r m  " o u r  
c o m m u n i t y "  -  w h a t  i t  i s ,  h o w  w e  a r e  
i n v o l v e d ,  a n d  w h a t  w e  c a n  d o  t o  i m p r o v e  

' '• , . ... * Editor's note 

T o  t h e  E d i t o r : -
O n e  o f  o u r  p r o f e s s o r s  s a i d  i n  a  c h a p 

e l  a d d r e s s  l a s t  f a l l ,  " I  a m  n o t  a  w o r m ! '  
I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  g o  o n  r e c o r d  a s  s a y i n g  
I  d o  n o t  c o n s i d e r  m y s e l f  " a  m u r d e r e r  
o f  m i n i s t e r s ! "  

I  a n  o n e  p e r s o n  w h o  t a k e s  o f f e n s e  a t  
t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  w e  " m u r d e r  m i n i s t e r s  
i n  t h i s  s e m i n a r y .  I  w i l l  a g r e e "  w i t h  
a n y o n e  w h o  f e e l s  t h a t  w e  a r e  f a c i n g  a  
c r i s i s  i n  t h e o l o g i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  a t  p r e s 
e n t .  S t u d e n t s  c a n  s e n s e  t h a t  p r o f e s s o r s  
a t  t i m e s  a r e  u n p r e p a r e d ,  i n s e c u r e  o r  
i r r e l e v a n t .  E q u a l l y ,  p r o f e s s o r s  a r e  
p r o b a b l y  f a r  f r o m  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  
q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  t h e o l o g i c a l  t i m b e r  f a c 
i n g  t h e m  e a c h  m o r n i n g .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
o u r  w h o l e  t h r e e - y e a r  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  
s t u d y  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  e n c o u n t e r  i s  a  
" n a t u r a l "  f o r  p r o d u c i n g  a  c o n s t a n t  
a g o n i z i n g  s e l f - a p p r a i s a l .  B u  t  I  d o  
n o t  t h i n k  w e  a r e  m u r d e r i n g  m i n i s t e r s .  

I  d o  n o t  k n o w  w h e r e  I  g e t  a  w a y  f r o m  
t h e  t h o u g h t  p a t t e r n  r e f l e c t e d  b y .  s o n e  

f o f  m y  f o l l o w  s t u d e n t s .  P o s s i b l y  *  ^ "  
f e r  b e c a u s q  I  p l a c e  t o o  m u c h  e m p h ^ s * 3  

u p o n  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h i s  s e m i n a r j /  
h s  a n  a c d d o m i c . i n s t i t u t i o n  r a t h . r  t h a n  
a s  a  r e l i g i o u s  c o m m u n i t y .  P e  r h a p s  f  
o v e r l o o k  m y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  ^ c r t  
w i t h  w h o m  I  a m  i n  c o n t a c t  e v e i r y  7i 
b e c a u s e  I  g e t  t o o  t i e d  u p  w i t 2 n  t h e  
p r o b l e m  o f  p r e p a r i n g  m y s e l f  t o  f u l f i l l  
w h a t  I  h o p e  i s  m y  v o c a t i o n .  

I  d o  n o t  c o n s i d e r  m y s e l f  a  m u r d e r e r  
b e c a u s e  I  h a v e  t o o  m u c h  r e s p e  c t  f o r  
the Christian ministry a fo r the nan 
w h o  w i t h  i n t e g r i t y  a r o p s  o u t  o f  t h e o l o 
g i c a l  s c h o o l s ,  I  l o o k  a t  t h e  m i n i s t r y  
as a function for which qur.15 if iod ner. ^ 
a r e  o r d a i n c  ,  r . o t  a s  v .  h i g h e r  " c a l l i n g  
t o  w h i c h  a  n a n .  i s  d e s t i n e d  ( o i r  c o n s e -

(Continued or page LL) • 
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RESaMAaN 1 H /LOGY 
Ierbips overstraining the cinematic 

frame a l it too much, three of Bergman's 
films will be shown (opening today) at 
tie Yorktown theater: Through A Glass 
Darkly, Winter Light, an3"The Silence" 
tfiTH controlled aV.d "cruel precision 
Bergman (the Kierkegaard of the film 
cult) has constructed three masterplocex 
dealing with the saving force of love in 
a world ripped by isolation and aliena
tion. The three films stand together 
with the basic theme of the human import
ance of communication and of the capacity 
for feeling. Most of the people in the 
trilogy are completely dead. In Through 
A Glass Darkly, we are caught up in the" 
anguished act of incest between a derang
ed, married woman and her. young brother. 
In Winter Light, we suffer through the 
impotence and anxiety of a clergyman 
struggling with the* paradox of faith. 
Finally, in The Silence, we are chilled 
by the distress of two women trapped in 
the silence of their despair in a strange 
city. Most of these people do not know 
hew to love or to feel any emotions. 
They are lost because they cannot reach 
anyone outside of themselves. Bergman 
artfully utilizes severe settings (in 
Winter Light, the permanent winter of 
eiHess snow and ice; and in The Silence, 
the gloom of a motif without background"" 
music) to express the intense solitari
ness and quiet horror in the lives of 
these people. All three films have the 
typical Bergman characteristics of atmos
pheric power, a plethoro of symbols, and 
an articulate group of actors and actress
es. 

Since God is dead, wc must work out 
c'-r own salvation with fear and trembling, 
according to Bergman, salvation is move
nt from solitude to love. What matters 
-st of all in life is being able to make 
intact with another person, otherwise 
-fie is dead. As Bonhoeffer has stated, 

ow that it has come of age, the world 
-s more godless, and perhaps it is for 
hat very reason nearer to God than ever 

before." 
Frederic Brusset 

I /Ll-rs 
Pa 

BOHR otzh'vts 
AS ADVISOR 

Ron 3ohr, ;.&ddl6 Class vice-president 
will serve ?s faculty advisor to a dele-' 

tion c. Beaver College students taking 
part ms YMCA-sponsored Voter Registry 

Dri^e.in4Louisvil1e, Kentucky, tferch 
^ • -chr xs a research associate in 

psychology on the Beaver faculty. 
Other schools participating in the 

drive include the University of Minnesota, 
the University of Texas, and Ohio Wes-
leyan. The civil rights event will begin 
with an address on March 21 by the Rev^ 
A. D. King, brother of Martin Luther King. 
The program will include training in 
procedures and addresses by local civic 
leaders. 

MANGUM ADDRESSES 
HEYER COMMISSION 

The Rev. John R. Mangum, associate 
Secretary of the Board of World Missions, 
will address the Hoyer Commission on 
Thursday night, March 18. The meeting 
begins at 8:00 in Room 4 of Hagan Hall. 

Pastor Mm gum has just this week re
turned from a visit to several of the 
mission fields of the LCA. He serves as 
the editor of World Encounter, the offi
cial publication of J3WM. 

—  L I B R A R Y  . N E W S  —  
The Seminary Library will be open to

night from 7-10. It will be open on suc
ceeding Wednesdays during Lent provided 
20 or more students are in the library, 
according to Dr. Henry Scherer, librarian. 

Dr. Scherer also announced that a large 
collection of old Bibles (printed between 
1483-1595) is on display now through 
March 27. The Bibles contain various 
woodcuts, some of which are in color. 

The library staff is in the- process 
cf recata?.oguing its periodicals, nil 
students have been requ ested by Dr. 
Scherer to inquire at the desk if they 
are interested in locating any magazine 
article. _________ 

CALENDAR 
Wednesday, March 17 - Dr. i*eumann !fyures 

on "New Forms for the Old Rook" in e 
Fellowship Hall of Ascension Church. 
Thursday, March 13 - Hwling league 6:3C 



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

(Continued from page 2) 
crated by devout parents). How can we 
justify through our theology or through 
common sense that "a minister died" 
simply because a mar. withdrew from our 
seminary? Furthermore, X must admire 
the fellow who has the guts to with
draw from the seminary.if that is what 
he feels is right. La3t year a fine 
man, Wally Baldwin, withdrew from our 
class., I do not think anyone "murdered" 
Wally. Withdrawal need not iilnply".the 
failure of either the man or the insti
tution. A man who doubts his commit
ment is doing himself a far greater 
service by oacking his bag at seminary, 
I would think, than by waiting for 
some tragic day when his collar feels 
too tight or his shoes too big; 

I believe there is a challenge fac
ing us all that is far more important 
than deciding who murdered "the minis
ter. " 

Roy Almquist 

To the Editor: 
Despite all the applause that Mr. 

oteve's article has been receiving, I 
would like to say these few words. Mr. 
Steve has placed the sole burden- of 
proof on the seminary connunity. The 
fact remains that Mr. St eye1 s roommate 
left on his own accord and was not 
flunked out or asked to leave. I main
tain that since this young-nan chose 
to leave on his own, then this very 
act is indicative of his convictions 
not to enter the ordained ministry. 
Maybe it was the best that this-young 
nan made his decision when he did, 
rather than wasting three good years 
of a Christian's life. I'm sure there 
are other circumstances involved and I 
would be grateful to learn of them 
rather than hear only a passionate out
cry that labels us as "nurierers.'" 

Since our first days at seminary we 
all have had to swallow one lump or 
another, hut the fact remains that we 
are still here. We all realize the 
shortcomings of seminary life, but the 
fruits of cur labors far outweigh the 
s lortcpnings of our often-misunderstood 
environment. It seems to me that if 

Mr. Steve's' roommate was so concerned 
about this environment, he would have 
remained at seminary and immersed him
self in the complexitr.es and offered 
his talents to help allovr.ate the 
shortcomings. The burden. Mo. Stevo 
lies on your roommate's shoulders as 
well as on ours. 

To incriminate a whole' community is 
not a constructive approach I might 
suggest that if there arc difficulties, 
as I'm sure there are, that they be 
brought out -in the form of rational 
dialogue, and.not in heated letters to 
the editor. We all have ears that are 
ready to listen and we all have Chris
tian principles on which to take action 
Don't be afraid of us. Speak to us and 
together we may be constructive Chris
tians - and not destructive. 

Brian J. Snyder 

To the Editor: 
Two weeks ago there was a letter 

written to this paper concerning the 
personal feelings of a student over his 
roommate's leaving this community. The 
following week there were replies which 
only repeated what had already been 
stated. Without being sentimentally 
pious or overly critical, I.would ad-
dross myself to the attitude reflected 
in all of the letters. 

There is a general air of disappoint 
ment with the community and the faculty 
No doubt there is some reason for this'. 
However, it is quite easy to accuse-

and condemn a community before any of 
its positive points are given a hear-
inE. The connunity h-s been accused of 
"murdering a minister." We admit that 
a minister was "murdered"; but was it 
dcno by the community or by community-
destroying bickering? V/e have a. com
munity here, whether some oJ: as cccept 
it or not, but it is obscured for people 
(/il Kalin, for example) by J ho condemna
tion cf jt. 

Many ray that students with difficul
ties ha'-e nowhere t.a turn. * et toe focul 
ty has olw-yr cin.Cc known their wiiJ ing-
ness to consult us pp.stoia w-th us.. We 

(Continued on page J) 



M a r c h  I f '  T  1  

T,£TTER3 TO THEE I TOR 
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seen to be unwilling to take then at 
their word. V/e arc also surrounded by-
brother seminarians, yet we withhold 
our confidence from then. Again, in 
our calling through Christ  the connun-
ity is given. For community depends 
not on our strength and perfection but 
on our Lord who gives connunity. Wo 
cannot destroy the connunity, but we 
l init  i ts  effectiveness by our bitter
ness. 

Letters which neglect this fact 
defeat their own purpose. Faults of 
the connunity cannot bo corrected but 
only worsened by bitter discontent.  

Lenny Ashford 

To the Editor:  
All through college and seninary 

I 've heard gripes,  gripes,  gripes: the 
food is  poor,  the professors wrong, and 
the work too great.  I t  is  easy to tear 
someone or sonething apart,  because, 
let 's  face i t ,  nothing is perfect.  

Now let  us take this statement,  "Mt. 
Airy murdered a minister." How can this 
ke? If  this statement is true, i t  neans 
that professors and students don't  care 
about anyone or anything. Didn't  any-
D r*e do anything to prevent this so-call-
ei "nurdor"? Yes, they <*id. The facts 
-re that students and professors did 
talk to this student and they gave all  
the help that they could. 

Last week I  was in a depressed 
state.  What did I  find at Mt. Airy 
binary? I  found stu'ents and profes-

••'ho were concerned and ;  who took 
t o  Listen and to advise. Fron 

• 6c I  learned a l i t t le nore what love, 
-riendship, concern, and l ife are all  
'  v!! '  throughout ny l ife at seninary 
S o '"V e  ^ound that students and profes-
»/!! n > r e  fil ing to help make us think, 

••-1? nake us nen, and to help nake 
u s  Ministers.  

* l ike to leave two thoughts 
v, r  o u* L) All the help we want is  

but w e  can't  get i t  without sone 
t"l> r  °n  °U r  We must go out and 
ire" "° f t u d e R ts and professors.  They 

W l l l ing; are wo? 2) If  we all  try 

THE SEMT>JhQT.-N  

J ohn Fox 

To the Editor:  

A"® talk6d °Ver the *»<-
t ion of worship in the senin-.ry connu
nity.  i/ e  heir daily ccnplr.ints about 
no-one- being in chapel at  Matins or at  
vespers.  We hoar fron those who con-
plain about this "lousy" hynn being 
sung or that "clunsy oaf" up front;  wo 
hear fron those who boast about their 
not having attended chapel for two 
months because of the constant tension 
there; we hear fron these who say, 
"This is  not a monastery, so why bother 
wit;:  daily prayer offices.  And besides,  
do you think you are bettor in the 
sight of God because you attend chap
el?"; we hear from those who say,  "I 
have ny own devotions and don't need 
chapel"; we hear fron those who say,  
"I'd rather read ny norning nail  or 
continue in the volleyball  gane"; we 
hear fron those others,  "I worship 
every Sunday and that's enough"; and 
we hear,  "Why bother,  chapel worship is  
only a prayer office." 

First,  let's  discard fron this issue 
the idea that we can measure each other's 
worship quantitatively.  The body of 
each person has individualistic needs 
and so has each soul,  I  won't plan 
your diet and don't plan nine.  But 
let's  eati  

Worship for nany of us has bccone 
only an I—Thou relationship. Me in 
the pew, or ne in ny roon, and God. The 
idea of I—Theo-Thou has been lost.  Me, 
the guy next to ne,  or in front of.ne 
or in back of ne in church, and God. V/e 
worship together.  In church do I say 
ny prayers alone? Do I  sing hynns 
alone? Corporate worship -  this is  what'  
i t  is  all  about: ne,  the guy next to ne,  
and God. 

We are no monastic connunity and let  s  
But we are a con-give thanks fcr that .  But we are a < 

nunity of Christ ian nen -  a peculiar 
connunity of Christ ian nen -  nen who 
have set  before themselves a part icu-

(Continucd on page 6) 
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larly responsible goal. We intend to 
becone pastors (for tho urbanite this 
neans a nan onto whose shoulders the 
spiritual lives of nany people cling). 
Each of us having said this, we nust 
assume then that wc have taken our 
Christian faith seriously. We have 
acknowledged Christ and do now follow 
Hin. I an ny brother's keeper. 

We can cone to chapel to do several 
things: l) To worship God. 2) We can 
witness to our brother sitting next to 
us. But does a Christian need to wit
ness to another Christian? Yes. This 
is what our Christianity is all about— 
that we help our fellow nan in Christ's 
name. 3) We can pray for this connunity, 
for this world, and for ourselves. Bish
op Aulen writes in his book, Faith of 
the Christian Church: "A nilitant faith 
expresses itself in nilitant prayer. 
The ultimate purpose of the prayer of 
nilitant faith is the realization of 
the loving will of God. Faith cannot 
and does not desire anything else. 
Prayer is principally a petition that 
we night perceive God's will. Prayer 
purposes to effect a change, not of 
God's will but in ourselves and in the 
circunstances of life. 'Thy will be 
done' becomes in the highest degree the 
nilitant and conquering prayer of faith, 
a prayer which wages war upon all forces 
inimical to the will of God and a prayer 
which calls down the sovereign power of 
God's love." 

The above three points could possi
bly be accomplished by worship in one's 
room with one's roonnate. But having 
accepted the cross of Christ , we can
not content ourselves with our own sit
uation but nust get out and become in
volved in the community about us. We 
cannot take a leave of absence from in-
volvnent with our brother while here, 
with the intent of taking up our cross 
at ordination day. The cros3 is ours 
daily, here and wherever we go. 

Let us attend chapel with the intent 
of giving and net only of receiving. If 
the hymns are "lousy" and the reading 
poor, forget it, for Christ is in the 
nidst of us. Also, speak a little 
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louder and sing a little louder, the 
guy next to you would appreciate it. 

Earl Werdelin 

LEAGUE ENTERS 
FINAL WEEK 
"Tense" is the word to describe last 

week's activities in the E. B. L. GoinL: 
into last week's competition, only one 
game separated league leading John and 
second p.lace Matthew. As a result of 
last week's bowling, this week, the fin
al night of the league, will decide tho 
winner. 

Matthew, trying to gain the lead in 
the league, found things did not go as 
planned against, third place Luke. Luke 
jumped tc .an early lead with an opening 
845 game and continued to keep the pres
sure on, winning the second game also. 
Jesse Houck's 210 game in the final was 
not enough for Luke, as Matthew cane 
surging back to avoid a shutout. Jesse 
Houck's 506 w~ s the high scries for the 
ev. ning. 

League leading John also'ran into 
trouble with tho tail-end of the le gue. 
John's-hopes of clinching first place 
wore shattered when Mark took their firs-
point of the season from John and then 
added another one in the final game for 
a 2-2 evening. Paul Payerchin's 470 
led Mark and Paul Hirth's 469 paced " 
John. This Thursday: John vs. Matt. 
9 & 10; Mark vs. Luke 11 & 12. 


