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In the centuries since, many writers and thinkers have toved with the simple story
of how Jesus was born in a stable at Bethlehem, because there was no room in the inn.
This much is sure, Jesus was crowded out.

Crowds can be terrifying. About 1945 I took my children (three of them very small)

anta Claus parade in Hollywood. It was a glittering extravaganza; but I was

janza;
terrified at the rush of the crowd when the last float had passed, fearing that my
children would be crushed.

Another time I stood at the ticket window of a2 basebzll park. 1 still don't un=-
derstand why the pressurs of the crowd as I stood against a one-bar steel barrier didn't
break my leg. I never wanted near thet ticket window again., It gives me a cold sweat
just to recall the relentless pressure of the crowd against me that evening.

Jesus was crowded out. We have often felt the pressure of the crowd or the pres-
sure of life's busy-nesses crowding in on us. It is easy to agree with Alexander Ham-
ilton, "The public is 2 great beast". But Abraham Lincoln once said, "God must have
loved the common people, he made so many of them.,"

Yes, the common people. The often thoughtless, hurrying, selfish, apathetic, hun-
gry, smelly, dirty crowd. But Jesus loved them. He was ever gathering crowds about
him. He taught them; patiently, simply, cleverly. He fed end healed them. He loved
them, Finally, he died for them.

Crowds! Crowds of people. Thronging cares. Oppressing duties. How they sweep
us along, ourselves so helpless.

But we can be people. We can be individuasls. We ere, each of us, of priceless

worth,

(Continued on page 2)



in Him,

A little boy once asked his father, "Daddy, is it true that 211 the People of the

1d could live in Texas?" "Yes, son," came the reply, "they could, if they were
Wor,

friends."

May your Christmas be Merry and Blessed because Our Lord comes once more to you,
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For myslef, I hope this simple song comes true:

Ah, dearest Jesus, Holy Child,
Make thee a bed, soft undefiled,

i Within my heart, that it may be
A quiet chamber kept for thee.

Heary Scherer
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What junior male has lace undies?
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otables on campus:

Junior class President carrics dizpers in his bricfcase?

junior coed has been known to be in John H!
Junicr is frequently heard singing
senior is well known for helping ba
Toom in Main Dorm has more Christma

middler is 90ing to have a dry (yes
senior is catching "mong®
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rtenders close up?
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IMPRESSIONS OF A SUMMER SUNDAY

Early now

7:30 in the
evening.

Easy now

take a

breath and let

it out slowly
simple luxury

of the

air.

Sun is

not crimson

tonight

just sinking yellow
it deserts me for
another lover
somewhere below the
horizon,

GARY KULL
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Arouno Campi

Tis the season to be jnlly =~
Chrigtmas time is near ... Hope everyone is
getting into the spirit in spite of all the
work!! (The spirit should be with you all
year round.)

Addition to those who will be say-
ing "I do" in Dec. - Drew F, =

Dr. Lee's class was colorfully dec-
orated this week with what is known as John-
John's Frillies!!...

Molasses Protweiler went on a secret
pilgrimage to Gilbertsville - perhaps to bat
tle the Anti-Prot's...

Who is the Junior - named Flash -
who can make it from P.J's to class in 30
scconds??

Mt. Airy experienced an all-time in
Refectory serving - a 4-some of topless
waiters made their debut!!

Quote of the week from an astute Mid

:E;c>l-'o<::o
On December 10th therc was a2 meeting

of students who werc interestcd in T-group
activities. It was decided that these
groups will begin regular weekly sessions
after the Christmas vacation. The time for
these meetings has not been definitely sct.
Those who are intercsted in learning about
or joining these groups, please contact Mr.
Streich or Dr. Aden. Also, your reprecsen-
tatives to Student Life Committee may also
be used to contect,

BARRY LACE

dler - "Grace is like waiting for a trolly,
it comes when it damn well pleases.”
Don't forget Advent Vespers on

Thurs., Dec, 18 - starting at 6 p.m. in the
chapel - buffect to follow.
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WASHINGTON: A BLACK-WHITE ENCOUNTER

White raci§m was at issue this weckend as an encounter-dialogue group met at the
F.C. Nash Memorial Methodist Church in the nation's capitol. Leading the group was the
Reve Joc Gibson, black pastor of the church.

The weekend took the form of two hospital visitations and many community-type group
sessions in which white members were confronted as part of a racist institution., Accor-
ding to Pastor Gibson, the five structures of American Society - family, church, schools,
government, and the economic system - are pervaded by white racism,

"If you don't believe that," he sazid, "see who holds all the liquor licenses in
D.C. or sec who contrils all the taexicab franchises in New York City."

Among points raised by black participants in the encounter group were that white
people, recognizing that racism ageinst blacks exist, must do something about it now,
with the only eventual alternative being a shooting war in which 21l whites, regardless
of ideology, will be rcgarded as thc black man's enemy. Some spokesmen pointed out that
this point may be rclatively ncar, although action was urged in a more constiuctive di-
rection,

Pastor Gibson, attempting to put the issue in a theological light on Sunday,
stressed loving and helping as 2 r.sponse to those who arc wictimized by society. When
somcone wants to take something from you, for example, you respond, he said, by claim-
ing, "You can't tcokc this from me; I'm going to give it to you." This, he showed,
would defeat the attitude, the motivation, bchind the taking motive.

Questioncd on how to begin dealing with thc issue of racism, Pastor Gibson stated
that the solution has to start with concerned individuels communicating the seriousness
and intolerability of thc situation on a small level - to family, friends - on a person-
to-person basis. It was also stated that whites must be approachcd on the basis of
sclf-inteérest - that it is to our benefit to eliminate racism before widespread violence
is provoked.

Black spokesmen emphasized that to deal effectively with the white community with
which they are most familiar.

GARY KULL

MT. AIRY FRIARS
PRESENT
THE EVENING AND THE MURNING by Norman Dietz

NO SNAKES IN THIS GRASS by James Magnusson

The two plays being presented this Thursday and Fridoy at 8 P,M, in the Library are
original unpublished works by twe young playwrights. THE EVENING AND THE MORNING writ-
ten by Norman Dietz is a play written within a drama., It is singularly involving with
its five characters who find themsclves in = desperate attempt to flce from their un-
known pursuers. The boy, who is perhaps the central character or perhaps the character
who is least involved, carries the book; the play begins here - ond ends..... 1 dead;
1 dying; 2 lost; 1 alonec. The playwright describes this work as being "...vaguely a-
bout the demise of visual print-oriented values. It's ebout o world that is oriontodto
hearing and touching.”

The second play, NO SNAKES IN.]H{§ Gﬂg??iigvg:fucond chance at Eden. Adam has the

(Cmﬁm-d on page T7) Pvdis




JOINT COMMISSION REPOR T--
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ported tory of the Joint Commission of the Lutheran
Ml::nlmu at gt:;:b::; anri at Philadelphin, and summarized tl'le reports
of the Committee on Program and the Committece on Structure. This week I will con-
clude this report on the Joint Commission with un account of tr.xe' progress, to date,
of the Finance Committec and the Committce on Location and Facilities.

The Finance Committee has had a most difficult timc. It was charged with two
significant duties, onc to detcrmine how much money would be necded to finance the
theological cdueation project to be agreed upon at the mectings, and two, to de-
ternine within reasonable limits how much in essets was available presently and hoy
much could be reasonably and proporly projected for the futurc.

Since the loeation and specific definition of the plant are reclatively undeter-
mined, the finance committcc has only the roughcst noasur: of tho foctor of cost
for the plant dosired. Additional problcms arc the ¢scalating costs of all construc-
tion, and the uncort dnty of future support from the synods, in face of increasing
demands on the churches for the ACT appéal and a2 genersl deeline in churech support
for major fund drives.

The Revised Feasibility Study for the Philadelohie Seminary, at $15, 728,400
with reduction and Phasing possibiliti.as gives evidence of 2 morc hopeful approach
than the original 324m figure, which wae quickly rejected as being unrecalistie.
However, the Finanee Coumittce has quitc  task on its hands in this rcspect, for
maximun possibilities from §Tm to well beyond are being suggested by various groups
and persons. Final statements of a specific nature, about finances cannot bec made

;:t_:in:hb Locatise, facilities, and Progran arc morc completcly detormined than at

thy _oaaitteo on Location “nd Facilitiss approached its task on the assunption

:?;; IE:,:;“G? of locztion wag vide open, Criteria to be considered in studying
a *tion were in thre. basie entegorics: CCCIGSi'.qticﬁl, academic, and socios

1‘2522 ‘lécu:‘fﬁiccf;“t;f&l fac?ors include: Relationship to other Lutheran institu-

within re.'.s;n.“bIc :;m“.tiofsmp o the ability o organize completely nnd properly

potential for.i te “ Span, cor‘lstitucncy sizc, constitucney support potential, and
nternship and ficlq scrvice, to @ention only some of the arcas.

Acadenie f actors: 8 of i i
ares, including uni\ifzzities v acadc:.‘.ic&lly oy ——'s

the intcllectua) communi t a?d eollogas, rescarch “genecics, cte., the charact r of
Prisc and the benefits ¢ ¥ iy the openncse to accoptance of the theological enter-
ment; Libraries I;\lblic ordth‘. thoological coruuni ty; Cultural intcrests =nd develop-
Sociological fzc’:tors; ti:alpfivatc. and availability of specific sites.

tural, cducatioml, religio f Or social institutions or ageneies (cul-
Demographic factors; Housi us:Lm}i'»olitic:'.l, econinic industrail, angd welfare);

Problens (poverty racial ong/en oh00ling; Healtp facilitics; Basic environmental

’ :ment, cte) .

g;‘oce:a 1t woulq develop, the C;main:t:z\.guflf the 1zportance of objectivity in any
outside consultants, 2PProved. by the o co *:lilg:d :o thg gomis:ion 't'hnss;wocpﬂn‘?h
1 omnis » should be used as "rough-s
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on to the Counission, The ¢ orc Presenting its finn) rcport on loca-
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page 6
JOINT COMMISSION RZLPORT COWTINUED.

Each panel was conducted as a totally independent and confidential unit using
identical processes and matcrials. The reports of these pancls was scnt to the
recipients of the minutes of the Joint Commission. The recommendation of the
first panecl as to location was unanimous in suggestiong thrce primary locations,
namely, New York, H.Y.; Philadclphia, Pa.; and Vashington, D.C. Pancl B also
reached a unanimous decision: "The most advantageous location is to bc found on the
Philadelphia-Hew York axis, with thc understanding that throe mein premises be accepted:
1. Location within the axis indicated, 2. 2 substantial university rclationship at

cast equal to thc cxpressed agreement betwecn the Philadelphia Scminory and the
University of Pensylvania, and 3. In the event the sum total of the potoential of
competing locations reveals no significant advantage of one over thc other, the most
desirable "inner-city" location should be recommended." (The term "inner-city"
relates to population density: it should not be regarded as synonymous with "slum,”
"ghetto," or a nccessarily atypical population chnrzcturistic.§n

The Committee on Locations and Facilitics, constituting itself as Pancl "C" met
prior to rcceciving thce reports of Pancls "A" and "B", and evaluated the locations by
using the idcntical process used by the previous panels. This panel recommended
that locotion at Baltimore, New York, Philadelphia (University City) and Washington,
D.C., bc studied in depth for final rocommcndation to the Commission. The Commission
later approved further in-depth studics of these latter four sites, on thc basis of
the rccommendations of the threc pancls. These in-dopth studies, made by members of
the Joint Commission nand the two facultics, were discusscd in detail at the mcetings
this Fall. Further study is being made of Philadclphia and Washington D.C. and
the ncxt two mcctings will be crucial in determining the location.

These reports have been rathor lengthy, but I had to cover a great deal of
material. I hope you will consider this carcfully and be preparcd in January, when
the report of the Commission is made available to the Student Body, to ask questions,
voic. your concerns, and to be involved in this most important dccision.

__Larry Smoosc

e TE . ————————————————— e —————

F?E/;LAEC TTONS : ON-=REFL-EC T/O/\/S
(Conmivuct on PAGE 6")

Robbie Huldshincr—disgusted with the prettincss and cutencss of Christmas—said
he wanted to write somcthing for me—and for the Choir—which would cxpress somcthing of
the rcal ucaning of Christmas(somcthing more honcst than Anohl and thc Night Visitors!)

—-all thc trappings and traditions
——custons and sigus--Dickens' Christmas @arol--Menotti's Anahl
—the "children's festival" bag--which inevitably becones an cxpression
of romanticisn
nostalgia
sentinentality

So we talked ~bout this off and on for a couple of years—just what is Christuas all
aboute——

Wo kept seeing all the things that ropelled us--

——the sweetness and light i
_— talk dboht a war in Vietnan (and in this conncction soue %3
.~ in Reflections were (if nothing more) at least colored by our

"o-.‘
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Never

ends,

Both of these plays are produced by special permission granted by the pl 3ywrights,
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DIE STRASSENBAHN SPALTE

Strassenbaohnische Ethik _ :
We begin this week, in keeping with the stoted policy for the second quarter's

work, an examination of 2 new area in the fascinating and ever-growing field of Streetecar
Study, or whatever hame you choose to give the thing, This is the fieldof the streecar
€thics, Although most riders may not rcalize it, the life of the streetcar is one of
ethical responsibility, end a large body of liter ture exists on the subject. In meny
respeets ‘streetears are’ indeed amoral, 'and nécd'ne guidelines =s to how thcy are to con-
duct themselves in the socicty of which they are a part. However, there are other apcas
in which 'thuy ase ealiéd on to take an“ethical stand, Unfortunatcly it is not possible
for them to merely sit in the car bamns ond obscryc the transportaticn scene gcing on
‘roundithem Sifer ' they ate; 1ike it or'not; a part of this scenc, ond ‘ar¢ ealled on at

*3 Himoe to meka o discision for or 2gainst efficicnt operation. Throughout the history

of the system, therc have been certain classieal Iesponses to the problem of the streete

C2r and calture, These responscs are, in the ordcr in which they shall be treatcd here,

1. ' 5 - 3 3 ai - s . »
The streetcar “gainst culture - radicalism, 2, The strcctear of culturc, -transit

liberalism, 3. The streetear above Culturg - Roman Strt—'utcarism. 4. The atropteas B

culture in 1IXadoX = Germa ) a
P Ermantown Avenue, S5, The strectear transforms Culture - many German

=5 1
Cities today, ace B X ‘
y In the Space that Iemains the first of thesc positicns will be discussed.

¢ This 8TOUp opcrates under the principle

the culturc op City in which it finds

t the cj b ok ]
C city is lnhuantly €vil, ang that no truc strectear can operate

ration of Such stroc g ;
m m Itctecars le
uscums and back lotg where 1s confincd to trolley

that h

there j " ; :
Lre is ng danger of havz.ng} to pick up passengers. The belief

as gotten this 9Toup inte a 1o of trouble with it
ci;

<

4 rieA ) ot
is the ides Y trensit authoritics in the pos

that a trolley car may
vice, However,

any circumstanccs take part in revenuc ser-
in Philndndph‘&‘ @8 the city government has
- (eon't on page10) .
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"REFLECTICNS" ON "REFLECTIONS" CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

having scen Beraan's Skanen)

—-the wilful and arbitrary wey that people take Christ and make hin over
into what they want

—the manner in which Pcople take the gospel and cast it t6 fit their own
nold--be it that of an institution or just personal anbition

--twisting thc whole thing into a thcological datum and so losing the human-
ity and recality

In any casc——Robbic camc up with a couple of half-drafts—they reflected nostly our
disenchantment and frustratiens about Christmas--I kept pressing Robbie for something
norc positive; is there no possibility any norc for proclamation, for a positive ex-
pression? or should the whole picce be simply, descriptive of the distortions and nis-
understandings?

Certainly ncither of us wantcd a "happy cnding"--nor did we want a "churchy" scrmon
and the like. sas often as we may be guilty of it, we are both scared stiff of being
"trite"--of saying the things that thc "book" says we should and in the way "they"
say it should be said!

Woe had just about given the whole thing up--But last Spring, walking along the street
in downtown Phillie (I think we were on our way to an opera rchearsal at the Academy),
Robbic suddenly stopped me and said: "All right--now you tcll ne! What docs Christ-
mas mean to you? What's it all about?" In 2ll out talking about what was wrong with
Christmas and its obscrvance, the question had nover before been put on so direct and
personal a level. No lénger now 2 matter of the usual answers and the traditicnal ex-
pressions--although they are certainly not thrown out all together--but what I said
here I knew could not bc these traditicnal--nt least it would have to noke scmse to
onc like Robbic for whom these traditional expressions have little meaning. I also
knew that whatever I said had to be what I mysclf belicved. For better or for worse,
I suggested that Christnas could be sumed up for ne in the word PEACE—

—-wholcncss and authenticity
—the ability to live in our world, to embracc our world--to cnjoy it for

what it is: God's creation and gift to us and to do this
without naking it an idol

—-this joy and wholencss of lifc is at Christmns conprchended in the fig-
urcs of a light shining in thc darkness and of a little child—

—a glorious birth--the birth of an ordinary Jowish boy (about whose
parcntage soue had quostions! )--through whon God offers us for-
giveness--the love on which this now life, this wholencss, this

peace can be built——

Robeic apparcntly bought this--for thesc thoughts canc to form the basis of the con-
clusion of thc poom—-the koy words arc LIFE and PEACE-——

But as he doveloped these jdesa, he gave then still another dincnsion——It is thc no-
tion that there is nothing sceure or static about puoace--it is exciting and naybe
even a little dangerous. Peace is not something you get; it is soncthing that has
to be dared and lived---

So it is that in answer to the Chorus' insistent question: .

(Continued on page 9) .
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"REFLECTIONS" ON "REFLECTIONS" CONTINUZD FROM PAGE 8

Vhere is the proof that we shall 1live?
How ean we find the proniscd pcacc?

Robbic concludes
the wholc work with the passage which begins:

Peace nust be darcd.
It is thc great venturc.
Pcace rust be darcd a2nd love.

Peace os not sa2fc.....ctc. to the end——

This is where our reflcctions on this ancicnt birth have come out-

- Robert Borncnmann

SIPORTS

FINAL FOOTBALL POLL STANDINGS

(1) Scminarian 69-31
(2) Smoosc 65-35
(3) Boyer 64-36
(4) Schlctter 63-37
(5) Lec-Reunann 61-39
(6) Bongren 59-41
(7) Whalen 58-42
(8) Lohr 56-44
(9) Swgnson 46-54
(10) Newhart 44-56

Attontion all baskctball fans - - Ve have found a gyn! Thanks to Bill Horn, wc have
the usc of the gyn at Trinity Lutheran Church, Gernantown. Thc gyn will bc open cvery
Friday fron 1-4. '

All you sharpshootcrs get rco.dy - the Saints arc tryi.ns to cnter a lcague!!

- N e ———— . ———
———— ———— . o— -
——————————————— -
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i STRASSENBAmePA:hesc cers to do clternate scrvice as work equipment and malntengne,
made it poussible for -

n ff ce The main weakness of thi
1 the strecets. in we o is

i i i diszbled cars ©

Dur;ng scrious towing

cors. . B2 : asitic - they can only cxist
f whi 3licve in it are parasa
iti ) t thot cers which be
position is the fac

! | . { ' o car on th N

: Aroa 19 . Th\, h.‘ C a T
istence undisturbed, They are alsu weak in the arce of cschatclogy Y
gxaiste g

doctrine of storage, but no doctrine of revenue. Most of the cars odhering to this

.INC e ot of SEPTA.
position may be fcund in junkers row at the Luzcrnc Strcet Depot

1H Richard Haltestcllc originated this system of division. The ~uthor, howcver, has
not reccived his permission to quotc his article, and may be foced with abandonment
procecdings if he finds out.

John Thomas Scheitzer

THE SEMINARIAN is o student publication T
of the Luthcren Theclegical Seminary, ! ‘
for the students, by thc students,and with < F
the students; and if they don't like it,

they better not hove relatives in Germany ! T
we oppreciste any and all contributions i\E/“ l ] ::?>
whether they be pcctry, prosc, nursery L L

rhymcs, critcisms, letters, or cartoons,

This week's little group consists cof:

Editcr: Roy Ursin

D), \
Assistnats: Don Billicky and Stowe Jensen 4 =' /LA\

' Jo Koons - BN
and spcecicl littls clf : Al Ambrose v

Articles by: Robert Bornemann, Henry Scherer,

Larry Smcose, John Morrill, Grry Kull, Barry Vrr*ﬁq
Dave Newhard, Jchn Thomas SChwcitzcr, -il
John Koons, St

Lace,

« Alphonsus Liguori, Lee
Berry; 4

spceial Goodnight ¢ Bll.
21l a goodnocht, (S'C ) “oRr
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F &
Plavers Q. ) by NURMAN DIETZ
David Newhart - Produccd by special
:’ arrangement with

Carol Held
Carol Beckwith ~ Norman and Sandra Dietz

Hank Beljean
Luther Johnson

N
SNALIE THIS

GRASD

BY
JAMES MAGNUSSON

GOD - William Beckwith
ADAM - Barry Lace
EVE - Mary Woods

DEC. 11,12

Produced by special
arrangement with the

playwright

8 PM

The performence of these two One Act plays will be seen in the
Library Rotunda of the Luthexran Theolagical Seminarye 7301 Germantown Ave.

Admission will bc a free will offcring





