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N iiEIE iiNN 
In the centuries since, many writers and thinkers have toyed with the simple story 

of how Jesus was born in a stable at Bethlehem, because there was no- room in the inn. 

This much is sure, Jesus was crowded out. 

Crowds can be terrifying. About 1945 I took my children (three of them very small) 

to see a Santa Claus parade in Hollywood, It was a glittering extravaganza; but I was 

terrified at the rush of the crowd when the last float had passed, fearing that my 

children would be crushed. 

Another time I stood at the ticket window of a baseball park. I still don't un

derstand why the pressur® of the crowd as I stood against a one-bar steel barrier didn't 

break my leg. I never wanted near that ticket window again. It gives me a cold sweat 

just to recall the relentless pressure of the crowd against me that evening. 

Jesus was crowded out. We have often felt the pressure of the crowd or the pres

sure of life's busy-nesses crowding in on us. It is easy to agree with Alexander Ham

ilton, "The public is a great beast". But Abraham Lincoln once said, "God must have 

loved the common people, he made so many of them." 

Yes, the common people. The often thoughtless, hurrying, selfish, apathetic, hun

gry, smelly, dirty crowd. But Jesus loved them. He was ever gathering crowds about 

him. He taught them; patiently, simply, cleverly. He fed and healed them. He loved 

them. Finally, he died for them. 

Crowds! Crowds of people. Thronging cares. Oppressing duties. How they sweep 

us along, ourselves so helpless. 

But we can be people. We can be individuals. We are, each of us, of priceless 

worth. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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NO RilOM IN THE INN CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

Jesus  came,  that  f i rs t  Chris tmas,  to  take me out  of  the crowd,  to  set  me upon a  

throne.  I 'm a  king and a  pr ies t ,  through Chris t .  And ny great  joy i s  that  a l l  who 

wish can rule  and serve with me.  

Nowhere but  in  Chris t  can I  keep so completely the twin human values  of  beino 3 

part  of  the crowd,  the family of  God;  and a lso be most  completely an individual .  

Both poles  of  my being:  the need for  fe l lowship,  the need for  pr ivacy revolve 

in  Him. 

A l i t t le  boy once asked his  fa ther ,  "Daddy,  i s  i t  t rue that  a l l  the people  of  the 

world could l ive in  Texas?" "Yes,  son,"  came the reply,  " they could,  i f  they were 
f r iends."  

May your  Chris tmas be Merry and Blessed because Our Lord comes once more to  you.  

For  nyslef ,  I  Mope th is  s imple song comes t rue:  

Ah,  dearest  Jesus,  Holy Chi ld ,  
Make thee a  bed,  sof t  undefi led,  
Within my hear t ,  that  i t  may be 
A quiet  chamber  kept  for  thee.  

•— Henry Scherer  
NEXT WEEK: DR. FOSTER MCCURLEY 

S  I T  Z  I M  L E B E N  

1.  Whet  junror  male has  l a c e  undies? 

I Zl tf I Tr*""' °°"1" ln"" w junior  „„„ k n o„ l o  l s  i n  j o t a  

z 2:: %r - -* ̂  «• - ——-— 
< • «  -  ^ — u "  

7.  Whet  middler  i s  nni  .  «"mas decorat ions than Wanamakur 's?  
l s  going to  have a  drv (w,  ,  v 

'  •  What  senior  i s  catching » u ^  A d v e n"k P^rty in  North Dorm? 
r .  What  senior  i s  under  the h °  ^U n i° r ?  ^V l a  pitch pipe,  of  course!)  

facul ty? °  d e lusion that  th* e-  • 
V The senior  c lass  i s  " in"  with the 

* W h 9 t  m i d d l"  «  Pull ing a  Me r t i n  . . .  
1 1* w h a t  h°wler ' s  favori te  numb ^  S P e C l a 1 7  bat ing a  nun?)  
1 2 -  Whet  "Sunn • *  1  1 5  N I N E ?  

r .  ,  per intendent  nf  Ph 
ta lk  "shop"? Physical  Plant"  u,n i - .  

iq  1, .  U  rO"ther  te l l  dir ty  s tor ies  the 
1 3 '  W h a t  student  won' t  .  

5 t* A 1Phonsus Liguori  
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AYE PILGRIM 

IMPRESSIONS OF A SUMMER SUNDAY 

Early now 

7:30 in the 

evening. 

Easy now 

take a 

breath and let 

it out slowly 

simple luxury 

of the 

air. 

Sun is 

not crimson 

tonight 

just sinking yellow 

it deserts me for 

another lover 

somewhere below the 

horizon. 

GARY KULL 

S„ L C 
On December 10th there was a meeting 

of students who were interested in T-group 
activities. It was decided that these 
groups will begin regular weekly sessions 
after the Christmas vacation. The time for 
these meetings has not been definitely set. 
Those who are interested in learning about 
or joining these groups, please contact Mr. 
Streich or Dr. Aden. Also, your represen
tatives to Student Life Committee may also 
be used to contact. 

BARRY LACE 

AROUND CAM PI 

Tis the season to be jolly -

Christmas time is near ... Hope everyone is 

getting into the spirit in spite of all the 

work!! (The spirit should be with you all 

year round.) 

Addition to those who will be say

ing "I do" in Dec. - Drew F. -

Dr. Lee's class was colorfully dec

orated this week with what is known as John-

John's Frillies!!... 

Molasses Protweiler went on a secret 

pilgrimage to Gilbertsville - perhaps to bat 

tie the Anti-Prot's... 

Who is the Junior - named Flash -

who can make it from P.J's to class in 30 

seconds?? 

Mt. Airy experienced an all-time in 

Refectory serving - a 4-some of topless 

waiters made their debut!! 

Quote of the week from an astute Mid 

dler - "Grace is like waiting for a trolly, 

it comes when it damn well pleases." 

Don't forget Advent Vespers on 

Thurs., Dec. 18 - starting at 6 p.m. in the 

chapel - buffet to follow. 

H•' /V /»? T * A f\ 
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WASHINGTON: A BLACK-WHITE ENCOUNTER 

White racism was at issue this weekend as an encounter-dialogue group met at the 
F.C. Nash Memorial Methodist Church in the nation's capitol. Leading the group was the 
Ruv. Joe Gibson, black pastor of the church. 

The weekend took the form of two hospital visitations and many community-type group 
sessions in which white members were confronted as part of a racist institution. Accor
ding to Pastor Gibson, the five structures of American Society - family, church, schools, 
government, and the economic system - are pervaded by white racism. 

"If you don't believe that," he said, "see who holds all the liquor licenses in 
D.C. or see who contrils all the taxicab franchises in New York City." 

Among points raised by black participants in the encounter group were that white 
people, recognizing that racism against blacks exist, must do something about it now, 
with the only eventual alternative being a shooting war in which all whites, regardless 
of ideology, will be regarded as tho black man's enemy. Some spokesmen pointed out that 
this point may be relatively near, although action was urg*-.d in a more constructive di

rection. 

Pastor Gibson, attempting to put the issue in a theological light on Sunday, 
stressed loving and helping as a response to those who ore victimized by society. When 
someone wants to take something from you, for example, you respond, he said, by claim
ing, "You can't take this from me; I'm going to give it to you." This, he showed, 
would defeat the attitude, the motivation, behind the taking motive. 

Questioned on how to begin dealing with the issue of racism, Pastor Gibson stated 
that the solution has to start with concerned individuals communicating the seriousness 
and intolerability of the situation on a small level - to family, friends - on a person-
to-person basis. It was also stated that whites must be approached on the basis of 
self-interest - that it is to our benefit to eliminate racism before widespread violence 

is provoked. 

Black spokesmen emphasized that to deal effectively with the white community with 

which they are mo£t familiar. 

GARY KULL 

MT. AIRY FRIAR5 
PRESENT 

THE EVENING AND THE MURNING by Norman Dietz 

NO SNAKES IN THIS GRASS by James Magnusson 

The two plays being presented this Thursday and Friday at 8 P.M. in the Library arc 

original unpublished works by two young playwrights. THE EVENING AND THE MORNING writ

ten by Norman Dietz is a play written within o drama. It is singularly involving with 

its five characters who find themselves in a desperate attempt to flee from their un

known pursuers. The boy, who is perhaps the central character or perhaps the character 

who is least involved, carries the book; the play begins here - and ends 1 dead; 

1 dying; 2 lost; 1 alone. The playwright describes this work as being "...vaguely a-

bout the demise of visual print-oriented values. It's about a world that is oriented to 

hearing and touching." 

The second ploy, NO SNAKES IN THIS GRASS is c second chance at Eden. Adam has the 

(Continued on page 7) 



page 5 

JOINT COMMISSION RE 
PART H 

Last week I reported on tho history of the Joint Commission of the Lutheran 
Theological Seminaries at Gettysburg and at Philadelphia, and summarized the reoo t 
of the Committee on Program and the Committee on Structure. This week I will cor ^ 
elude this report on the Joint Commission with an account of the progress,to dat~" 
of the Finance Committee and the Committee on Location and Facilities. 

The Finr-nce Committee has had a most difficult tine. It was charged with t„„ 
significant duties, ono to determine how much money would be needed to finance the 
theological education project to be agreed upon at the meetings, and two to de 
termine within reasonable limits how much in assets was available presently and h 
much could be reasonably and properly projected for the future. ' 
mm JT r l00,lti0rl and 3p0cifi0 dcfir'ition of the plant are relatively undet , 

d^x^tens;tof th- rctr J cos* tion, and tho "uncart .f tv of fu-hiv. ^ ^ costs of all construc-
denands on the churches for the ACT am^al Syn°ds' in face of increasing 
for major fund drives. a general decline in church support 

^th reduction^and'pha^^pQg^bili^i 1 ^ Sorni™nr. at 315, 728,400 
than the original ^24m figure which vol _evidonce of a °oro hopeful approach 
However, the Finance Committee has ruiP J ro?octcd as beinS unrealistic, 
maximum possibilities from tfh to well Y' 1 °n hands in th*s respect, for 
md persons. Final statements"of a specmTt.T SUgg0sted various groups 
-rj. M =* 

S °°c^™wLlddfoionti3CrttT0'lCt"d itS tnsk 0n thc a3sunPti°n 

lAc r,W0 " thro^ basic cteLriesCriteria to be considered in studying 
tS to, " ?3ticil ^tors include: R;i,«Cl°^e-Sti0a1' academic, and socio-
within rc-smwhi ^lationshiPs' tho ability to °nsn'!'p to other Lutheran institu-
pot^tial for^internsh •8PM' rJld P™P-ly 

Academic factor? Y2?lp and ficld aorvic, tn'n? ? Cy suPPort potential, and 
t°f instifutions and ac»dmica1 ?nly S<™ °f the areas. 

the intellectual communi y'Yf ??U^C3' r°SBarcb ^encies^^f ***** f nnso r>nA +-V, v ... • 1-G« the nnmr, . 6 t-1LS, etc., tho charnct r of 

Demographic factor! h™?-' P°Utical, econimio • "stltutiona or agenci 
'"u- xssgi:- « « «  

7 r ethnic confiw i iiasic onvir 
With these factors in v ^ ' tnforcement, etc) . 

nTV^08s it vmiiA j . 1 ^ind, 
with these factors in -H , ^orcement, etc) . 

"i^ ZLtSTl i^rtanco of objectivity in 
Is to reduce S;AP^d by the- Sf * ̂  Commission that two p 

receive study in depth bf^ Y* °f 12 d°cni^ be UEGd *3 "rough-scr 
lis? O? thG Co^ciPo?. Y? c °Tttt'; bof^ »?• fiY 3- 4' °r 5' »hich 

t of names from which paL? !8i°n proved thi? ltS final rcport on lo' 
**ol members should £ S?c??^COnin« P^coss as well 

C°nt'd- W page 6 
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JOINT COiHUSSION REPORT CONTINUED. 

Each panel was conducted as a totally independent and confidential unit using 
identical processes and materials. The reports of these panels was sent to the 
recipients of the minutes of the Joint Commission. The recommendation of the 
first panel as to location was unanimous in suggestiong three primary locations, 
namely, Now York, II.Y.; Philadelphia, Pa.; and Washington, D.C. Panel B also 
reached a unanimous decision: "The most advantageous location is to be found on the 
Philadelphia-Hew York axis, with the understanding that three main premises be accepted: 
1. Location within the axis indicated, 2. a substantial university relationship at 
least equal to the expressed agreement between the Philadelphia Seminary and the 
Univursity of P^nsylvania, and 3. In the event the sum total of the potential of 
competing locations reveals no significant advantage of one over the other, the most 
desirable "inner-city" location should be recommended." (The term "inner-city" 
relates to population density: it should not be regarded as svnonymous with "slum," 
"ghetto," or a necessarily atypical population characteristic.) 

The Committee on Locations and Facilities, constituting itself as Panel "C" met 
prior to receiving the reports of Panels "A" and "B", and evaluated the locations by 
using the identical process used by the previous panels. This panel recommended 
that location at Baltimore, New York, Philadelphia (University City) and Washington, 
D.C., be studied in depth for final recommendation to the Commission. The Commission 
later approved further in-depth studies of these latter four sites, on the basis of 
the recommendations of the three panels. These in-depth studies, made by members of 
the Joint Commission and the two faculties, were discussed in detail at the meetings 
this Fall. Further study is being made of Philadelphia and Washington D.C. and 
the next two meetings will be crucial in determining the location. 

These reports have been rather lengthy, but I had to cover a great deal of 
material. I hope you will consider this carefully and be prepared in January, when 
the report of the Commission is made available to the Student Body, to ask questions, 
voic^ your concerns, and to be involved in this most important decision. 

Larry Sraoose . 

REFLECTIONS ON REFLECTIONS 
( C, (T>/\J T,.\)U£ t> G'-' ptW— 5 ) 

Robbie Huldshincr—disgusted with the prcttinoss and cutcncss of Christmas—said 
he wanted to write something for mc-and for the Choir-which would express something of 
the real meaning of Christmas (something more honest than Amahl and the ,aght Visitors.) 

—all the trappings and traditions 
—customs and signs—Dickens' Christians tool—Mcnotti s Amahl 
—the "children's festival" bag—which inevitably becomes .an expression 

of romanticism 
nostalgia 
sentimentality 

So wo talked about this off and on for a couple of years—just what is Christmas all 

about 

We kept seeing all the things that repelled us 

—the sweetness and light 

-the talk about peace-with a war in Viotnan (and in this connection sono 
of our last discussions which led to some of our conclusions 
in Reflections were (if nothing more) at least colored by our 



-7-
-3V0 old atoi tea tetaO «fc* otqouq *a# jjfltffBMltitoS tftft lirllxv :,dl_ 

irt«w yoiio i^rfw oini 
MT. AIRY FRIMRS COMTINUED FROM PnGE 4 

.-•wo -riorfi oi fe<-0 Jml: Xoqeo§ odi olqojq rfjin'w is.c 10.cm .a. ortj--— 
old .^r^pt aj^r(i^_per^nly-n^t^W:iOto s^pnd/rc^nd;-,.unprepared. His new plan of 

action in the garden is somewhat darkened by "... an eld fuddy duddy" God who is n »fllP 
• xld a&sbl t)8 ha - 1 r - Dioorfi oinx %nsjfr oxonw ortt ^rfx.t.-xwd— TU8-

sy thinker." Adam attempts again and again to r^eBtvefcl&$h ^himself in his new surrour-

ings even with his book but the Dcus Ex Machina has the final word but the drama never 

ends. 

Both of these ploys are produced by special permission granted by the playwrights 

Die STRflsseriBflein spfme 
nhhhn-i crh r + k-"l. _5trqsslnb_qhnisch,. Ethik_ 

Wo begin tide woek, in keeping with the stated policy for the second quarter's 

work, an examination of a new eree in the fascinating and ever-growing field of Streets 

„ . L " ;  " , l " T * " ™  « *  ™ -  * » « .  H - W  « .  . « « , = »  

;  r  * *  -  ~ u -  " •  - u " " « » • « . . « «  i . . .  JZlZZT r • "r '•"» - —- -«. respects streetcars arc indeed amoral 'SnH^ " -r.-v 

dUCt * society of whi^thcy nroT ^ ^ ̂  ̂  ̂  ̂  

in which they are celled on to take an ethical stand^ U f ^ ̂  """ 
for them to merely s£t in £> Cflr ^ . ' " "tunatoly rt is not possible 

around them - for thov are HP., u 1 ^ ^ '""sportation scene going on 
y -it,, liKe it or not n h-<-r+ ' -p 4.e-

all times to make a discision for or against ff ° ^ *"* &Ued °n at 

of the system, there have been ccrt-in c • opLJratlon- Throughout the history 

o - r  and cdilture. These responses a * ^ ruSPonsus to the problem of the street-

1« The streetcar against culture r ' • ^ Wh"*"Ch shell be treated here, 

liberalism, 3. The streetcar above cultu ' ^ ^ StX0C:tcar of culture, -transit 

culture in paradox - Germantown Avenue. 5 Th- ^ " StrQGtCarism* 4* The streetcar and 

cities today. In the sp3ct; ^ ° strGctc=r transforms culture - many Gorman 

discussion of the remaining fCUr wili ^osc Positions will be discussed. 

The position of the streetcar an • ^ t0kUn UP ^ thC Wl3eiks to f°liow. 

itself in the past, is stiu ̂  CUlture- all the foes it has won for 

th=t thu str"tcar is to have nothing tn H 9I°UP °PLIates the principle 

—If. It holds that the city is ^ ̂  « city in which it finds 

°n Clty StrtCtS- Therefore the 0pcrati0l / £iVU' 3nd n° trua streetcar can opcrote 
-cums and boek lots ^ ̂  ̂ ̂  ̂  -reetcars is eoofincd to troJley 

is 9rttlJn th" 9r°UP int0 a Tot of tr b ^ hQV1"9 ^ PiC>< UP Passengers. The belie 

.J T" "" ' ,ml" ~» ret „„ar """ in « pa. 
"°~r' «•» »«'•• n..». •». ̂  

Tphio, ns the city government has 
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"REFLECTIGNS" ON "REFLECTIONS" CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6 

h-wing seen Benr.n's Skanon) 

—the wilful and arbitrary way that people take Christ and make him over 
into what they want 

—the manner in which people take the gospel and cast it t6 fit their own 
mold—be it that of an institution or just personal ambition 

—twisting the whole thing into a theological datum and 60 losing the human
ity and reality 

In any c^se—Robbie cane up with a couple of half-drafts—they reflected mostly our 
disenchantment and frustrations about Christmas—I kept pressing Robbie for something 
more positive; is there no possibility any more for proclamation, for a positive ex
pression? or should the whole piece be simply, descriptive of the distortions and mis-
understandings ? 

Certainly neither of us wanted a "happy ending"—nor did we want a "churchy" sermon 
and the like, ^s often as we may be guilty of it, we are both scared stiff of being 
"trite"—of saying the things that the "book" says we should and in the way "they" 
say it should be said! 

We had just about given the whole thing up—But last Spring, walking along the street 
in downtown Fhillie (i think we were on our way to an opera rehearsal at the Academy), 
Robbie suddenly stopped ne and said: "All right—now you tell me! What docs Christ
mas mean to you? What's it all about?" In all out talking about what was wrong with 
Christmas and its observance, the question had never before oeen put on so direct and 
personal a level. No linger now a matter of the usual answers and the traditional ex
pressions—although they are certainly not thrown out all together but what I said 
here I knew could not be these traditional—at least it would have to make sense to 
one like Robbie for whom these traditional expressions have little .caning. I also 
knew that whatever I said had to bo what I myself believed. For better or for worse, 
I suggested that Christmas could be summed up for ne in the word x-EiiCE 

—wholeness and authenticity 

—the ability to live in our world, to embrace our world to enjoy it for 
what it is: God's creation and gift to us and to do this 
without making it an idol 

—this joy and wholeness of life is at Christmas comprehended in the fig
ures of a light shining in the darkness and of a little child— 

—a glorious birth—tho birth of an ordinary Jewish boy (about whose 
parentage sono had questions!)—'through whom God offers us for
giveness—th- lovo on which this now life, this wholeness, this 
peace can be built 

Robbie apparently bought this-for these thoughts cane to fora the basis of the con
clusion of the pocn—the key words arc LIFE and PEACE 

But as ho developed these idesa, ho gave then still another dimension—It is the no
tion that there is nothing secure- or static about p.ace_it is exciting and rnybe 
even a little dangerous. Peace is not something you get; it is something that has 
to be dared and lived 

So it is that in answer to the Chorus' insistent question: 

(Continued on page 9) 
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"REFLECTIONS" ON "REFLECTIONS" CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8 

YJherc is the proof that we shall live? 
How can we find the proniscd peace? 

the whole work with the passage which begins: 

Peace must be dared. 
It is the great venture. 
Peace oust be dared and love. 

Peace os not safe etc. to the end— 

This is where our reflections on this ancient birth have come out-

Robbie concludes 

- Robert Bornonann 

s 113 II- 0 R ™ 
FINAL FOOTBALL POLL STANDINGS 

(1) Seminarian 69-31 

(2) Snoosc 65-35 

(3) Boyer 64-36 

(4) Schlatter 63-37 

(5) Lec-Reunann 61-39 

(6) Bongren 59-41 

(7) Whalcn 58-42 

(8) Lohr 56-44 

(9) Sw§nson 
46-54 

(10) Newhart 
44-56 

Attention all basketball fans - We have found a gynl Thanks to Bill Horn, we have 

the use of the gyn at Trinity Lutheran Church, Gemantown. The gyn wxll be open every 

Friday fron 1-4. , ,, 
j , 4-vif, Saints are trying to enter a league. . 

All you sharpshooters get ready -
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(DIE STRA5SENBAHN SPnLTE LJNT FROM P«GE 7) 

made it possible for these cars to do alternate service as work equipment and maintenenCt 

cars. During serious towing disabled cars off the streets. The main weakness of this 

position is the fact that cars which believe in it are parasitic - they can only cxist 

because ether passenger-carrying cars make it possible for th^m to carry on their 

existence undisturbed. They are also weak in the area cf eschatology. They have a fin-

doctrine of storage, but no doctrine cf revenue. Most of the cars adhering to this 

position may be found in junkers row at the Luzerne Street Depot cf SEPTA. 

^H. Richard Haltestcllo originated this system of division. The author, however, has 

not received his permission to qucte his article, and may be faced with abandonment 

proceedings if he finds out. 

John Thomas Schoitzor 

THE SEMINARIAN is a student publication 

cf the Lutheran Theological Seminary, 

f^r the students, by the students,and with 

the students; and if they don't like it, 

they better not have relatives in Germany! 

We appreciate any and all contributions 

whether they be poetry, prose, nursery 

rhymes, critcisms, letters, or cartoons. 

This week's little group consists of: 

Editor: Ray Ursin 

A7Stn"S: "T. - Steve Jensen & 

and spcci.l little elf : A1 Ambrose 

Articles by: Robert Bornemann, Henry Scherer, 

Larry Smcose, John Morrill, Gary Kull, Berry 

Lace, Dave Newhard, John Thomas Schwoitrer 

John Keens, St. Alphonses Ligecri, Lec 

Berry; A special Goodnight to all, and tQ 

Sll a goodnccht. ( s / c ) _ 0/^ 
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PISE SENT 

Players 

David Newhort 
Carol Held 
Carol Beckwith 
Hank Beljean 
Luther Johnson 

M S  
by NURMAN DIETZ 

Produced by special 
arrangement with 
Norman and Sandra Dietz 

WWn 
Jv  

SK! 
"N/-

n 

GOD - William Beckwith 

ADAM - Barry Lace 

EVE - Mary Woods 

DEC. II, 12 

s 
G  D I A S S  

BY 

JAMES MAGNUSSON 

Produced by special 
arrangement with the 

playwright 

8  PM 
The performance of these two One Act plays will he seen in the 

Library Rotunda of the Lutheran Theological Seminary. 7301 Germantown Ave, 

Admission will be a free will offering 




