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HERE'S WIHAT'S HAPPENING

Un Friday aftcrncen, I received a phone call frcm Randall Neubacer, whe is presi-
lent Uf the Student Asscciaticn of Gettysburg Seminary. The purpcse cf this csll was
to inform me that the students at Gettysburg Scminary had formulated a gocument sctting
f¥rth their pasiti®®n concerning the continuing merger 2n¢ site negotintions which have
b.Cn gcing cn fur several years. This statement, I was told, would be transmitted to
the ETE Cormissi®n of 18 at its next mecting, which was held Tuesdey and Wednesday
'\'*\_umber 9 ancd 10. I was given 2 copy of this stztement (which appesrs on page 5 of
thas weck's Iho Scminnrian) and asked to cither fcrmulste e similar document, cr
try to respcnd to it in scme wey. An Executive Committee mecting was hild cn Moncay
““rning tc consider what acticn, if any, we as students cuuld take. Since any dcc-

. .nt we would wnnt tc give tc the Ccmmissicn of 18 wculd have to be completed by
t'"t afterncon, it was felt that there wculc beée no wey tc call a general stuicnt bocdy
"Cting in timc, Therefore it wns decided that we woulld try tec fermulate 2 respense
*0 the Gettysburg statement oursélves. [t wruld then be given te the Cemmissicn cf
'8 with the understanding that there w2s nc chancc for student reaction cr opinicn on
1t. This statcment appears on page 4 cf this weck's The Seminarian, #e tried to
Pfesent cur opinicn as clearly and hcnestly as pcssibla in this statement.

e fclt that scme cf the issucs and statements in the Gettysburg document did spesk
o cur situation, and that it might be helpful for the Commissicn of 18 tc kncw that
f ncthing clse, at lesst some feelings were shared by the students zs Gettysburg

an< Philadelchis,

Bruce Davidson

feiter's Comment: :
These two documents appecar in this week's The Seminarisp in orcer to better anfore
the students here abcut what has been recently happening on the two campd of cur

seminaries, We tock the liberty tc publish the ¢ocument of the Gettysburg Seminery.
"l1though we were nct given permissicn to print this cucument, we felt thei"- i

fcessary for you to be sble tc read it tc understand what the Philadolphia stataagnt
23S 211 about, These two dccuments sre feund on pege & (Philadelphia statument) ond

Page 5 (Gett . We want to tako this opportunity to thank the
ysburg Rescluticn). é ~nk Brucs: Devidedn and

Gott : . : ; te tha
ysburg Community fur sending us their cccumont end te : .
the Executive Cecmmittes herc at Philacelphin for permissicn to print this statcment.

Dennis Kchl, ed.



COURSE

F=0FESSOR: Dr. Lyman Lundecn

TITLE OF THE CUURSE: The Theology of Paul Tillich #567

PREREQUISITES: Dogmastics Il, Trinitarian Theclogy Todly or the equivalent.

BRIEF DESCRIPTIUN: This will b¢ @ reading course in which the work of Paul Tillich js
explcred ~nd discussed. The aim is to sec Tillich's theology as a ccntemperfry
alternztive, 2t le-st inscfar as it indicates a gencrzl directicn for furthcr cevelep-
ment. His Systemstic Theclegy e=lcenqg with sermons onc other majcr wurks will be primary
resgurces. The structure ¢f the clsgss will probably resemble a seminar althcugh this
will bu nugetigted zlung with the course requircmints =t an efrly mecting. Thé ccurssa
will hcpefully sssist stucents in werling with funu'mentz2l concerns abecut thi reliticn-
shig between church dectrine =nc the praciice cf ministry.

PROFESHOUR: Or. John Reumann
TITLE UF THE COURSE: #320. Readings in the Grock NT

PREREJUISITES: Open te these whe have hac previous Greck (ccnsult with instructcer).

BRIEF DESURIFTIUN: Reading ¢f Greck text, with attenticn to grammar, word study, and
histurical prcblems, as basis for interpretsticn. What selections will be resd will be
governe® by class interest #nd what participsnts have had before., (Cotalogue désignttes
"gespels” for this ye~r, but first semestur Greek resdings were in Synoptics.) Seélecticn
cf matericl by genre, or frcem Apostolic Fathers cr LXX, is alsc possible,

PRUFESSJR: Dr. Jchn Reumann

TITLE OF Twe CUJRSE: #166 Great Lives of Jesus

PREREGUISITES: Open to those whi have had basic NT wurk (102 cor its esquivalent).

ERIEF DESCRI'TION: In light cf Albert Schwwitzer's Jhe gucest of the Histcric~) Jesus,
great, ncsr-great, and lcusy but representative "lives" of Jesus will be read 2nd

examined. Style of the course will depend on number of students cnag their interests.
Probably ezch perticipant will rosd and repcrt cn cifferernt bocks. Nc final likcly.

Include topics of current egitsticn: Wos Jesus Marri. d?, The Sacred Mushroom, The
Passover Plot (they can't 21l be true!).

PRUFFSSORS: Ro®erd Hughes end Fester McCurley (Tcam Tsught)
LITLE OF THE COURSF: Preaching frem the Uld Testament
PRERE JUISITES: OT 201 (cr its equivalent) =nd #603

BRIEF DESCRI-TIUN: Twc to throe weeks =t the beginning of the course will be devetod te
the hermoncuticnl preblem of the OT and the Christisn faith. This prcblem will bé
approuched by lectures, reecings, anc discussions, Thercafter, students will werk on
sulected passages frum the OT, presenting an exigesis one week ane delivering @ SeImen
the follcwing week. It is anticipated that ench student will be responsible for Six
texts (oxegesis through sermon) curing the semester. Readings will be =ssignec frer

twc bocks of essays: Essays in 0T Hermenguticg (ed. C. Westermenn) and Ihe OT zns iRC
Christizn Feith (ed, B, Ancerscn).

(continuec on page 4) Sl
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CONVERSTON
Sagely I murmured

Flatitudes

"Lovel™, I said, "Forrcet ycurself
Get out of your skin and be
A man for cthers"

To these same cthers, then

I preached that which I tcld myself,
Scmetimes with elcquence and fire

I moved their hearts

Jut not my own

Until

Christ came and made me leamn
What love can mean
I learned to lcse myself

To be

The lover God would have me be
To be the agent of His grace
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' IME CIHANGE
fecanse the executive comnittee of

the Wumen's Auxilary will be spending the
37 with us on Thursday, MNovember 18,
2%apel or that d~y only will be changed
¢¢ the 16:20 hour. The classes sched-
tled at that time will meet at 9:00 A.lM.
Fl#%se help us "make" the day by join-
int with us in our merning wcrship.

SENIORS

There will be a brief but important
:-i‘:tin: of th: Senior Cl-ss, Wednesday,
‘ovember 17 at 10:20 in Room 1 of Hagen
“ll. larrv Smoose will repcrt on the
wrrent status of the "nuts & bolts"
tiurse for next term, e must then declde
@ what acticn and direction to take.

Also, in the way of a reminder, the
f'-'!:i-?—r dossiar forms must be completed
%2 turned in 2s socn as possible.

e e
—

Nevember 17th at 7:30 F.M. Ascension
?j"{":h and The Student Body cof the
;f:”"’?' ara sponscring ancther ocvcrtun-
;7 ‘%7 the members of the above mention-
;3dcf’{t”’m“nities to zet to know each cther
_;,,4 . Airy better. Representatives of
“lgwick playsrcund and the Phila. police
:€TCe will be cn hand to increase our

“wledge of our community.

3111 3erglund

RECYCLING

tn Friday afternocn Noremper 12
I'1]1 be btringing my gl-ss to & re-
cycling center; if anycne wisles me to
t-ke their glass with me, Jjust this cne
time, plecse drep it cff in ry room:
A 211, rocm 7 anytime between ncw and
Friday at 1 P.i. (the docr will be
open). This is 2 great opportunity
for those of you who, fcr one reascn Cr
ancther, have been throwing jour rl=ss
awsy to just put this week's glass into
a shopoing bag and get it recycled.

Peter Helmers

COMMUN DN

There will be = service c¢f Holy
Communion next Wednesday, November 17
at 11:20 A.M. At that time cur cuest
preacher will be Gecree Freemon cf
Ascenseion Church., lere and mcre we
are recognizing how the 1ife of the
semiz- = and the church cn its campus
TG tied together. We welcome the
oppertunity to have the Pastcr cf

Ascenscion in cur pulpiti

Related Heppy 2irthdey, Martini il



(continued frem page 2)

PROFESSUR: Fostex McCurley

TITLE OF THE COURSE: The Becck cf Jerumiah

PRERE UISITES: OT 201 (or its equivalint)

BRIEF DESCRIPTION: The ccurse will consist cf a combinaticn cf 1) lcctures cn ferms ang
Theel gy in the Buck of Jercmizh, an2 2) papers cf an excgetical-theclogic®) nature by
students. Ezch student will be required to priscnt 2 mejor peper on 5 particular pas-
sage 28 will as be ruspcnsible for evaluaticn cf othcer papirs. Beccause cf the scorcity
of quality ccmmentaries, rcadings will be assignecd from OT introducticns, from general

wcrks on prophscy, and from periodical literaturc.

W~vember &, 1971

To: The Cemmission of {8
¢f the Brard ~f The~legical Educatinn

We, the Executive Cammittee ~f the Student Body ~f the Lutheran Theclogical
Sexinary et Philadelphia, feel the need to respond te the resclution presented tc the
Cronittee of 18 by the students of the Lutheran The~lcgical Seminary at Gettysburg.
Altheugh we have s~me reservationa about the document in its entirety, and in
particular, cencerrning the demands made, we d~ feel that the attitude conveyed in the
first five "fdhereas" statements does capture significantly the mecod ~f studenta at
the Philadelphia Seminary:

"whereas, durirg the last eight yeara we the students have been the fargotten victies
cf an institutional pewer play concerning the merger cof the Gettysburg and Philadelpria
Seminarjes;

"Wherean, valuable time, money and energy have baen expended in this futile strugele,
ereding *he resources ~f this seminary, and lowering the potential effectiveness;

"Whercas, this time, meney and energy are nceded today te further cenatructively

present theslogical educatior, and nn langer can bte afferdci by thia sexminary cr
the chureh;

"Whereas, our being handcuffed has ecast us inte a statc of limb~ fer eight years,
depriving ua ef any sense ~r plan »f security for the future;

"Whereas, this centinual life in this atate »f uncertainty is extremely demaralizing
t~ all m"abecrs eof this sarimary, sapping our creativity and debilitating aur werk;"

Als~, ir light ~f this decumert, we fuel that it is impsrtant t~ pcint out thrat
at this present time students at Philadelphia belicve that theclogical education in
the lortheaat ~an best be d~ne with the¢ seminarics at their prescﬂt locaticns.
Ve gubmit this t~ the C-muiseier. f 18 as information with the hope that when
it makes its firal repecrt to the BTE it recommernd that scme actinr. be takern te
rearlve the stagnation which has ~verceme the tw~ scheels and limited their effective
nesa fer the past eight years.,

the Executive Cemmittee, e 8
Lutherar. Theclogical Semina®y

[I=S—1
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GE | | YSEURG RESOLUTION

-~aution of the Student Body of the Initheron Theological Seminary at Gattysburg:

l

7s: The Commission of Eightzen
| The Board of Theological Edueation
nkereas, during the last eight ycars we th: students have been the forgetten victizs of
x institutional power play conucerning the merger of the Gettysburg and Philadelphia
feziraries;
%eereas, valuable time, money, and energy have been cevpended in this futile struggle,
iroding the resonress of this Seminary, and lowering our potential effcctiveness:
“nereas, this time, money, and encrgy ar: necdsd today to further constructively
prasent theological education, and no longer can be affordud by this Seminary or the
chireh;
“hireas, our being handcuffed has cast us into a stete of limbo for eisht years, dapriv-
izgus of any stnse or plan of scvcurity for the futurs;
fibgreas, this continual life in the state of uncertainty is evtrem:ly demoralizing to
1l zégbers of this Seminary, sapring our creativity and debilitating our work;
‘?her2as, despite our existonce in a state of uncertainty this Seminary has grown in
rrogran and enrollment, with succisss creating prassing neods to which we arg not free to
r'spond, i.e., the nedd for marrisd student housing and additional faculty;
‘“héreas, the enterprise of th~ BTE and thc LCA in the proposed merger of Gettysburg and
“hiladelphia Semiraries has done nothing to aid our ¢ducation, and on the contrary
rindered it groatly;
rereas, there is no cvidence that unification of the Seminariss will aid in the
¢réation of new and different approaches to ducation for the ministry whieh incivseirig
ly becomes undefined in our pluralized world;
Wh¢reas, the Commission of Eighteen of thu Board of Thealngical Edueation, and the BTE
it%C1f have poured vital tiue, moncy, and «ffort into the pursuit of an zuswer to the
i *tion of merger, z2nd arrived at futile conclusicns:
W&t s, it scems that the bureaucracy of thu institution is out of touch with
¢ ntial reelity, unawar: and unresponsive to the nceds of theological students and
1 .r education, and has hinderud those who are risponsive to these needs;
ih.ixas, we are dircctly being aff:cted by a system that is inoffective, basing its
‘citiens and responscs on biascs of institutional policy, and not thi: word of God as
0 the apparent ne.ds of thuological cducation; '
Wrereas, it gstrikes us as studunts as totally unjustifiable that the institut%oml
crarch which theoretically is an aiding, supporting, and directing body, has in fact
#coze & hindrance to our study for the ministry: i
‘‘raas, we consider the wholc question of a forced merger to be absolutely unc¢thical,
% that of a forced marriage; _
ereas, the fact that we are forced to divert our efforts as students to quasti
zstitutional policy, and address the: system before we can get down to our appointid
.35‘°f preperation for the ministry;
“ereas, we as students can no longer pay the
Js and retain our integrity:
* 1t rusolvid that we, the students of the
=2nd the following action-
"+ T3t the [CA, the BTE, and the Commission of Eightoun ﬁ
iﬁfﬁl?n of Lutherar Theological Education in light of ths WORD OF
.,é"m*I-‘E. and HOT INSTITUTIGHAL POLICY; Srie
‘- "hat the ICA, the BTE, and the Commission of Eightecn ceass
ofdpi?;:r:ﬁz two Set;imricsfat (zﬁttgibtilr% !;nd Philnadelphia to gt
X men and women for < nis ’ : i vy o
7 That the LCA, the BTE, and the Commission of Eighteen cense wastzgg ﬁ:zeéh:ggeb, -
e o the contimacion of the tragudy of the past St YeuTh L GOty
r es to aid us as students in our preparation 10r

istions of

price we have peid for the last cight

Latheran Theological Scmirary at Guttysbure,

address themselves to the whole
GOD and THE NSEDS OF

all merger negotiations
t on with thc business
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Strassenbahn Editor's Introduction:

From time to time we arc treated to one of those ingignif%eant 31despows of
Strassenbshnalia, articles by writers who attecmpt, 1n their own triv1al.way, to defend
his or her own petty theorics in a manncr rominiscent gf truc scholarship--however,
closer examination will rcveal thet these persons are 1n reality charlatans, or at best,
pious frauds. They perade their shakcy argumentation in front of.us, and.cven try to
impress us with their command of scholarly larnguage. Usugl}y their startxng.p°1nt is a
personal attack on a renowned Strassenbahn scholar. But 1? s all Bullsgeschichte go far
ps we're concerncd--anyone who can't remember whit number in the text corresponds to
what little gem in the footnotes can't expect to bc taken scriously. But since we do
need comic relief, even in an area as devoid of levity and frivolity as the study of the
strietecar, we present this weck an article by a would-bc scholar from the other side of

the tracks.

NO GRANT FOR STRASSENBAHN SPALTEI

SEWARE (F STR.SSENS/HN HERESY AND IDOLATRY:

Once nor: the time of protust has comec. Theo Sceminarian of Oct. 28, 1971 (Vel. 33, #9)
carried the distrpssing news of an impcnding grant for a Strassenbahn fivld projict. We
must shout 2n emphatic, "NO!'" The long range aims of this study as outlin=d in The
Seminarinan arc totally adiaphoristic and complitcly unworthy of scholarly attention.

What is needed is a searching inquiry into what mny turn out to be the Babylonian
Captivity of the Strasscnbahn. Gentlemen, I propose th: following lines of investigation
as being possibly fruitful, nay as being imperative if the true faith is to be defended
and the sacred name of this scminary is to bo pruservid from the taint of heresy. Before
there is any more trivia about Dic Strasscnbahn, these questions MUST be answered.

1. Are thc poles on streetcars strictly utilitarian and functional or are thay thinly
disguiscd ~sherim?

ootnote--I mnke 2 footnot2 here. (I make it here because it gets too confusing for
me 0 keep sticking little numbers in here and there and then trying to remimber what
tr y all stand for and trying to match notes up to them corrcctly, ergo, I make a footnote
_hc?;.) Footnote - Asherim, plural of asherah., Asherah, singular of asherim and denotes a
sacred pole used as an image of the Goddess, Asherah, Lady of the Sca. End of footnote.

2. Arc trolley cars truly evangelical?

3. Is it true that King Solomon lurcd wives into his harem by urging young women to
leave their childr<n with baby-sitters and foilow his royal trolley car?

Only aftcr these vital questions urc satisfactorily answered can we arrive at a con-
sidercd decision as to whether or not a ficld etudy of Strassunbshn trivie is c2lled fer.
We procced to the first question. Whether the trolley poles are in reality thirnly

disguiscd asherim.

Objection 1. The pole is a necessary part of th: car's equipment, without it, the car
would bc unable to move.

Otjection 2. Nobody in Philadelphia ¢ver heard of Asherah, Lady of the Sea, so they
couldn't ¢rect ashérim.

Objwction 3. Who cares?

On the contrary, the Prophet Micah, writing by inspiration, wrote (Micah Lrafl e
"...I will root out your asherim (sacred poles, see footnote above) from among you."

I answer thnt poles are polus and if poles are ashcrim then they are asherim cven
théy arc on top of trolley cars. Do not all #23 cars meke dnily pilgrimagis past the
Mermaid Inn? Is not a mermaid a lady of th: Sen? Ashcrah is in Germantown! To your
tents, oh Israel!

Reply Obj. 1. The trolley pole is not nccessury. There ar¢ well known instances of
strectcars operating by means of underground cables or third rails.

Footnote--For the dangers of the third rail system see any seminarian's notes on #n ub-
published lecture by Dr. Heinecken.

Reply Obj. 2. Nobody in Philadelphia could consciously and will%gg%xigﬁggtpggeagggggsg
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(soatinued from page six)
bit we Tust be mware that demonic forces are at work (pqrticulnrly in Yt. Airy) and many
=an are led to crections which ove innopropriate and not fully underst6° 2 d many

Reply Obj. 3. If you don't carc, why arc you wasting your time reading this fool
seticle nnyway?

And now let us answer the sceond question. Are trolley cars truly evangelical? Here
I sust taka issuc with my estuemed end truly learnsd colleague, who ‘is also n dummkopf
whose erticle appeired in The Semimarian of February 11, 1970 (Vol. 31,#16). In this
w11 vritten but wcakly bascd article the nitwit points to the trolley énr's arrival at
the end of its linc¢ as symbolic of consumated eschatology. He then views its start on
#he return journey as svmbolic re-birth and the whole Strassenbahngeschichte 2s eternal
srogrees 2long 2 straight and narrow path,
 Utter ~nd ridiculous nonesense Eic ! Carnot my poor bafuddled colleaguc sce that
there is no prograss in going back and forth between two points? This iz not uschatology
at ell, This continucue back and forth, this hither and thither, this in and out, b=ck
and forth, yang and yin, Rownn nand !fartin (oops. how did the¢y gat in there? This must ba
fnday night.) 211 this can bt explained in one of two ways.

Cne - As a cyclically rocurring naturg oyth.

Two - As a rucurrent cyclical nature myth,
7octnote -- For the distinction betwuen cyclically recurring myths and recurrent cyclical
ayths see my forthcoming book, Theological Paradoxes Resolved and Other Adult Party Gazes,
soon to be putlished anonymously,

But th: crux of the matter is thet whichever of the two above explanations you accept,
it 1s clear that while the lors of the Strasscnbuhn may be full of Geschichte (snd it
protably is) it is not Heilsgeschichte.

Inetnote -- This point becomes crystal clear when we reflect that this presunt era of
‘lectric cars was prececded by an ern of horse~drawn cars. Thus the pre-history of the
frriss¢nbehn is nothing more than a specinlized form of Horsegischichteé.

Gentlemen, the bell has rung. (Or are trose bells in my hend?) We have not y&t got-
% to the third and most crucial guustion of all, the one =bout Solomon ard kis harcm.

rust that the cditor will permit me to pursun this metter furthcr in a futurc issue
20, #ive you the true exegesis of certain obscur¢ passages in The Song of Solomon.

;3—))55’3% L E(/ George Jones
NCW SR G §
WORNER STAFF

Wednesday, Nov, 3 saw the faculty tezm 'I'_hlg?__r_Segin':rim %9 gcfi‘xgcggpggollc%}t‘gzn
\Assyrin) go down in defeat for the second of t}‘ o 2;’:‘& i;?rgg;lt;or ;f ‘:F"yl:'.all.
straight week. Subscquently, by sweeping 3 office ;S Nermis courth. . T meNtile
of 4 games from them, Persia (led by Don Tt Lo day rights and your halp
Thozas' 494 series) moved into first place. published on Wednesday ;;g ¢ ,.f: this weeld
Tis mirzed the first time since league would be appreciated. | i BEsS

18:

competition began 4 weeks ago that Assyria Editor: Denris Kohl
3 ot tho lengue leader. Assistant Editor: Bob Young
3 Other nction saw Rome defeat Egypt 3 out Strectear Editor: John Schweitzer
- 4 gmos 21s0. This turn of ¢vents moved Typists: Bob Young, Skip McDowell
™ into third place and dropped Egyrt to Crinks: Dick Olson, Bruce Potteiger
228, Mo one for cither toam could amount Contributors: Gary Langensiepen,
ek of an attack. It was simply a mctter George Jones, Bruce Davidsor,
of Sxxo tesk doing worse than the other. Bill Berglund, Dr. Lundeen, Mike
“¥indings ns of Nov. 3: Wuchtcer, Bob Young
1st - Persia 10-6 Visitors: Greg Johnson, Tom Ozholt
2rd - Assyria 9-7 Observer: Martin J. Heineckat
3rd - Rome 7-9 Colors: Mothins Grinewald

4th - zgypt 6-10
i+l+-l+§+l+f+l+i+l+-l-+l+i.|.l'+‘!+l+!+¢+I+!+¢+-|
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