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A LETTER FROM MRS. TAPPERT

Open Letter to the Seminarians, Faculty and
Members of the Board of Directors.

October 8, 1976

Shock and consternation struck mind and body upon
reading the October 6 issue of The Seminarian, Agaln I
am obliged to express my thoughts and feelings via the
edotors of this paper. If one could hit Theodore Tappert's
spirit below the belt, that has now been done. Ted seldom
revealed to me internal seminary affairs, yet his death
came a day after admitting to himself eand to me that
physically he would be unable to teach the final semester
before retirement, His frustration also was evident when
he stated that the one man who jn his opinion was qualified
to replace him in Reformation Church History and the
Lutheran Confessions was somewhere in BEurope. m™is carefully
sclected person was Oliver Olson. Ted's grief and pessimism
over the welfare of the seminary was disturbing. The out-
come was disastrous. It was impossible to console him. Yet
nobody realized that the next day (Christmas) he would be

gone from our midst.

Over the forty-three years of his teaching, Ted Tappert
helped to maintain the excellent standards of the LTSP by °
supporting the choice of renowned faculty guch as Hoh,
Heinecken, Doberstein, Steimle and Bornemarn, Clarence Lee
was recruited after several years' search lor a cualified
scholar to share the work in the Church History Dept. My
husband also advocated strongly the addition of the giant
minds of Reumann, Lazareth, Krodel and McCurley.

Now the seminary appears to be floundering. Is it
possible that personal feelings pave interfered with object-
ive evaluations and considerations? The difficulty‘togay in
securing top-notch theclogians in any seminary ought to be
recognized. Few clergym®n in the ruling generat{on are
knowled;cable about the history, doctrinal positicn and pres-
tige of the Lutheran maeological Seminary at Philadelphia,
as well as sufficiently competent to teach our upcoming

ministers of the Gospel.
(continued on page 3)
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EDITORIAL

I must admit, this dialectic of law and gospel is becoming mops
agonizing as it takes on flesh, The resignation of Richard Qlggy
and the non-vote effecting noncontinuence of Oliver Olsen's cop-
tract reveals an unusuzl metif precducing community suffering ang
lament in the decision-paking process. It certainly is a matter
of frustration for these two individuals. What individual is net
only capable but proficient ik teaching Educatienal Ministry at
8 a.m. on a Monday morning to a first year class which is rarel
cognizant of "experiential" until ten months later in Clinieal g
Pastoral Education? What individual bears sufficient strength to
maintain a dialectic upon 35-50 persons; much less a dialectic of
which one-half threatens and acouses our very Dride? S ’

Where does the ecivil use of law and the theolcgioal use of law
Eegiﬁ? Supgose the nature of vote is ccmmitmcnt;ﬁthé veices of“
9{:: :?d nay" the voices of commitment to rclationship, Is
cootentlon a commitment to relationship? At the very least, absten-
tion is the ery again of frustration. The pnsiti f the f
fvalua;ion committee is not an énvi-:d.:le ;né At \ggqg poigt gggity

aw maintain community harmony and order? A% what point doe

accuse us 2117 : WA Poiny .
Can

uatiz;?wassfggsggg)igogdim?ithe non-action of the faculty eval-

PrOstsorial~cha;°cteriggics Ti§ed. Throughwnur own dupery of

"the highest form~of flatter ;ni 2%%2%92’ R ati o Bt ode il

was known only to ourses .y‘ n at imitation. But our nuance

that was heard were tﬁg Xiiélzgﬁiioit%y’ zeif;iled. Instead,)all

eriticism and abuse i €8 (certainly not ?he Word) of

complained of a pigfégsggilintergpe?snnzl relationships. If we

we condemed ourselves bv o _mphasis on the accusation of law,

Htna Ukl e Y our own accusatory remarks and descrip-

ch toxed and condemned i

otter-trap. We demanded graceeandndiXédgalsi like some adelescent's
Now we remembe : : € ed only law,

us? Have we gg?ﬁ;rigrggi'fgiilo; %gz:qdivisive petition absolve

(continucd en last page)
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(sontinued, "A LETTER FROM MRS, TAPPERT)

Because Ted believed his home and family to be part of him-
gelf, his devotion to his profession, to our seminary and to
the church 2lways took priority. He was well-acquainted with
Oliver Olson's academic background, his mastery of the German
and Scandinavian languages and his theological scholarship.
One needs only to digest Dr. Olson's lecture to the seminary
community soon after his arrival in the winter of '74, or to
read his section in the recent literary production of The Left
Hand of God, to realize that he is well qualified for The —
position. Does not such a man deserve immediate re-considera-
t+ion? The Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia will
suffer untold loss if Oliver Olson is rejected at this crucial
moment when its character and reputation seem to be at stake.

Yours with sincere concern,

Helen Tappert (Mrs. Theodore)

copies to Pres. Bost and to the Deans, Reumann and Krodel

(Editor's note: For those who are unacquainted with the
work of Dr. Tappert, those being mostly Juniors, the
following is a partial outline of Dr. Tappert's relation-
ship to this seminarys

Thendore G. Tappert served as instructor in this
seminary from 1931 to 1936. He was made assistant professor
and, on the death of Charles M. Jacobs in 1938, professor
of Church History. For twelve years he was a re mber of the
board of publication and for six years a member of the
committee on church papers of the United ILutheran Chureh,
and he was a participant in :nterdenominational as well as
denominational study commissions. For six years he vas a
member of the exccutive board of the Ministerium of Penn-
sylvania, in 1952 a member of the board of Luther-Gesellschaft,
in 1957 a member of the board of directors of the Foundation
for Reformation Research, and president of the American
Society for Reformation Rescarch. Besides editing "The
Lutheran Quarterly", he was editor of The %g%%gﬁgg World
Review and department editor of the New oSchaff-Herzo
EEEEE%Q edia of Religious Knowled o. He contributed articles
P 2 Siher enoyclopedias, about 60 articles to
theological journals, and chapters to a dozen sym osia. He
translated H, Sasse's Hore We Stand (1938), and with J.W.
Doberstein he cdited and Tranclated The Journals of Hen
%ﬁ;gblgg Mahlenberg, He was the author of The church Through

S docs (1941), Cur Neighbors' Churches (79547, Juther's
Spiritual Counsel . and dhe Lord's %(f -
addii.on., hec collaborated on a new & on of The Book of
Concord z1959){)



UNIFORMITY AT WHAT COST?

A clergyman friend of mine once remarked that there are two basic kinds of people

in the world, the "both-and's" and the "either-or's." The "both-and's" are the ones
who seek for a common ground--the compromisers, the healers, the peacemakers. On the
other hand the "either-or" people are those who tend tc take a strong stand for or }
against the issues--the prophets, the activists, the martyrs. ,

It would seem that within our Church, indeed within our own Seminary, there should
be room for both types of people. To be sure my friend's distinction is a
simplistic one. Throughout a lifetime individuals are, at different times, compromise-
and prophets, healers and activists. However, the person who dares to be different,
who dares to "rock the boat" with controversial stances; he it is who, like the
prophets of old, has a better chance of being stoned at the gate.

I firmly believe that the greater part of the Student Body at Mt. Airy Seminary
is secure enough in its own sense of personal worth and Christian commitment to
withstand, nay even to require and thrive upon, strong and well-thought-out
statements of cur Biblical, theclogical, and confessional heritage as Lutherans,
To deny them that "prcphetic voice" for the sake of a superficial uniformity is not
only a perscnal tragedy in the short run but also a deeply serious pedagogical
mistake in the long run. :

Carl W. Filerx

MEMORANDUM TO THE EDITORS OF THE SEMINARIAN
From President Bost

Since the editorial in your October 6th issue reflected such a sensitive and
appropriate concexi, and since it was generous in its evaluation of my part in the
Student Bocy meeting held earlier that day, I dispatch this communication with
reluctance, However, at the risk of appearing ungrateful end picayune, I would call
attention to several errors in fact which appear in the report on the Student Body
meeting,

The article on page one states that "Mr. Robert Hughes has been promoted to
Associate Professor" and that this action was "unprecedented" since Professor Hughes
has not yet completed his doctoral program, Changes in rank can only be authorized
by the Board of Directors of the Seminary and that body has not authorized a promotion
for Professor Hughes. What has happened is that the academic area in which Professor
Hughes serves has recommended that he be promoted, and the Executive Faculty has
Uh?crse? that rcconyendation and forwarded it to the Board Committee on Faculty
which wlll'prepare its own recommendaticn to the Board of Directors concerning -
frcfcss:r Fu;hes'? status. While I did intend to make it clear that, since the
b:x:eé.doctnxata is often considered a pre-requisite for promotion beyond the rank
; .fssistant Prof?ssor, the recommendation of the Executive Faculty with regard to

rofessor Hughes is a strong tributsz to the quality of his work among us. I did not
mea:'ta 1$P1y that such.a recommendation was "unprecedented in this seminary."
Trusgzczrt;:ten;n g;?stloa als? state§ that "The faculty recommended tc the Board of
bhad: ik CCntra;t e;v?r l§cn s seﬁvxces not be continued here at this seminary
EroBiitie i eaie Witilrts in June." In reviewing the several options open to the
sandat il B8 cn: o thzegard.to Dx. 91iver Olson, I did note that such a recom-
belisve I inddicated thatP::s;bla actions which might have been taken. However, I
concerning Dr. Olson's cont'e Fx?cutive Fecul?y made no recommendation to the Board

inuetion, Thus, his services would simply be concluded

when his present contract ex ire
8. €
to discontinue somecpe's se:Sicea caIn e judgement. o s e oy



#"THE NEW INTERNS®

St. Mark's Evangelical Iutheran Church
200 Longwood Dg%gga S.E. Huntsville, Alabama

Greetings from the "Heart of Dixie"™ you all. It was good
to get my first copy of The Seminarian and get a feel of
what is happening this year. T am thankful that the paper
is mailed out as a common means of communication for all of
Mt., Airy's family.

In reading this first issue I am already looking forward
to the football poll (my old domain) and rcnewed reports of
Mt. Airy's success on the football field. Pon't forget we g0
to Gettysburg this season,

Thus far I =2m having a good year at St. Mark's here in
Buntsville. We have a oross-section of pcople from varied
parts of the country, living here bec2use of the space program.
Tn addition we have a sizeable segment of Germans who came
over after World War II, and helped in developing our Space
program, They are Americanized in many respects but still hold
to many of their own traditions as well,

There is much to sce and do here and it is 2 real learning
time. I woald like to welcome back the seniors and middlers
and wish them well this year. And to the juniors I say wel-
come and I look forward to meeting you in 1977-78.

I cncourage the editors and staff of The Seminarian as
you begin another year of publication, I as oné intern
appreciate your work.

I would 2lso like to add my thanks to the faculty and
staff whose work in the precious t./0c years has added to and
supplied me with mach of my abilities and feelings of con-
fidence in many areas of ministry.

Peace to 2ll who labor in His name,
Newell Embley

ANNOUNCEMENT

The Junior Class has arranged for Dre Bost, Dr. Reumann, and Dr. Krodel to
answer questions from students concerning recent campus events during convocation
hour (9:40 A, M.) Wednesday. Place tc be announced.

EDITOR'S NOTE

The Weekly Football Poll run by Chuck Koup has already been orgenized. It will
hegin to appear regularly in THE SEMINARIAN next week.

1y



(Editorial, continued)

t been trained by the best, we might say that
"1a£:a:g gggpgff ll:eetd contradicted itself. This common suffer-
ing in accusation and loss is its own personal earthquake:
the twin lips of a fault crumbeling and quaking as they wear
upon one another, growing less and less, further seperated,
If we had not been. trained by the best, we might say that the
distinction between law and gospel was falling towards pure
seperation,---But we have been taught by the best. We have
been taught alternatives., We know law and gospel to be dis-
tinguished yet not seperated, The law has accused long
enough, ...

Have we ever thanked you for teaching us to teach, to
see alternatives, Rich Olson? Have we ever thanked you for
teaching us to see God's law, His gospel, and from precisely
what we are delivered, Oliver Olson?

This dialectic would become anguish as it takes on flesh,

Bill Damrow
Editor

THOMAS, ACQUAINT US

In an effort to acquaint a1l of you with what's going on, I have become a littls
more acqueinted myselr!

A good way to find out what is happening around the seminary is to look at the
calendar posted on the bulletin boaxd in the mail room. This is published each month
to inform us about "official" functions here at LTSP, It is particularly important
that you check that calendar before planning anything involving the seminary community
activities so don't get "double scheduled,"

I alsc have learned who to see for room schaduling and dates: if it's academic,

ere Dr. Krodel; if it's librax related, see Dr, Lehmann; and if it's doesn't fall into
cne of the above categories, see Mr, Adams,

Eut most importent if you wani anybody to know about

meeting, or whatever--gend all the pertinent info to
LTSP,

your activity, happening,
"Thomas, Acquaint Us," Box 319,

Have a good week,
Thomas

THIS WEEK October 14-20, Thurs-Wed

FRI to SAT Faculty retreat at "Sugarzloaf" Retreat Center,

TUE LTSP Board Wbeting
6:00 PM Inauguration Ceremony for Dy, Bost at the Chapel
WED 4:15 PM Sherry Hour--Lihrary Rotunda

6:00 Deadline fur THE SEMINARIAN

6:30-8:30 THE SEMINARIAN gos 4q 3rd F1, Ref
B:00  "The Caibbeen Syng Press. Help always needed! 3rd Fl,

REMINDCR: Drivers for Nancy Wilbur--Ple
Thank you!
COMING SOON!

38€ continue to sign up in Mrs. Maiden's office,
A Weekly Bible Study session!





