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PROFESSIONAL LEADERSHIP EXECUTIVE SEEKS
TO RECONCILE INFORMATION ON ORDINANDS

4 Iutheran Church in America division executive will be polling the church's
33 Synod presidents to attempt to determine why a number of candidates for
ordination remain unplaced even though "at least half a dozen synods" say
they need candidates.

Also a puzzle is why nearly one-sixth of the 298 persoms expected to be
eligible for ordination after graduation in June 1979 are no longer eligible,,
said the Rev. Dr., Lloyd L. Sheneman, executive director of the LCA'S Division
for Professional leadership.

Ir. Sheneman reported on the LCA'S clergy placement situation to the div-
ision's management committee, which met here Nov. 1-3,

In September 1978, 29 candidates from the spring seminary class still were
awaitinga call to parish or to other postions, Dr. Sheneman said. IN January
1979 synod's estimatethat they would have 305 candidates for ordination in
the spring, but only 235 openings, at most.

But since then, several synods have "appraised us of other opportunities" for
placement, indeed, at least half a dozen synods have expressed a "eontinuing
need for qualified candidates," Dr. Sheneman said.

There were 298 candidates for ordination following graduation in spring 1979,
according to DPL statistics gathered from ICA synods. The latest statistics
(Augs 31) show that 101 remain unplaced.

0f the 4% candidates "Available for call," 16 are in the process of receiving
a call, Dr. Sheneman said. The remaining 56 of the 101 are not currently
available for calls--seven have gone on to graduate study, nine have been
rejected for ordination, 23 listed as"postponed", seven as "not available,"
six as "not seeking a cally and four as having withdrawn.

What such terms as postponed and not available mean in synod reports is not
clear in all cases, said the Rev., George L. Garver, an associate director in
DPL'S Department of Leadership Support. That is one thing Dr. Sheneman hopes

to clarify in his correspondence with the synod presidents, Pastor Garver sald. :

But generally, "Postponed" and "Not available" cover such cases as persons
who need to piwk up one more seminary class in the fall needed for graduation
or persons postponing ordination to rear kheir children, he said.
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: "Though the Spirit God assures us that whether a Christian
ultimately steps into the office (of the ministry) or steps onward in
the ministry of the universal priesthood, Christ is present in grace."
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Sherry Hour has been well attended these past months. In efforts to haw
cheese and crackers for you as you drink Sherry or wine, it is necessary for
all to contribute the amount requested and a little more. As it is turning |
out on an average we consume 12-15 dollars a week in wine and 2-4 dollars
in crackers and mcheese. So far tue average income has been 9-10 dollars,

We are not breaking even. If we are not able to break even cheese and crackey
will disappear.

For all those who have contributed their time in helping set up and
take down, I greatly thank you. For everyone contributing as they do, thanks
let's keep it up.

The last Sherry Hour of the semester is the 18th. Take 45 minutes off
from studying for an exam and come over. We will festlvally celebrate the
“"near end of exams, near end of the sementer, and the coming of vacation and
more importantly the comlng of Christmas.

Jeri Brown
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TO THE_EDITORS ND THE COELUNITf

In the last issue of the Seminarian: there were two "~ossip" columns,
., 'Also included was 'a claim from the editor. that “therei:wasimore material tha:
;'could possibly be printediin the. llew York Times..! Hyperbele excepted, -I was
immediately curious why, in the face of such a.wealth 'of material, it was
necessary to include twoexamples of such’'a specialty coXumn:  Yet my corcen
went even deeper thanm #His, to the very existence of such a column ih our’
newspdper. I realize.that the columns:are appreciated by a‘ grcat 'segment of
rour community, but I wonder why. ‘I personally find them neither edifying
nor informative:. On the contrary, 'I ‘find .them elitist, 'since only a sub-:
group are "in" on their referents. I.also easily tire of "their .humor -

. a'string of reather obvious double entendres.' As on appreciates good:wit
(as many will attest), yet is at present struggling in a .real way with his
own sense of taste and timing in humor, .I am.well aware of the messages
which ‘can be and are conched in one's jokes. It scems to me that a
community which cxperiences some of the probtlems stemming from *0831p,
rumors, hearsay, and stories-out-of-schocl, that we to should think twice!

.iiabout including .a column which higzhlights this practice in its newspaper.’

What message are we conveying? I 1nv1tc response, dispute. and .even |

agereement. Letﬂs talk. e Peace t
: . ’

Fred MCnIderry (
Dear Fred: Your points are well taken ‘and I shdre in your concerns. 1=
',hope that the .community will respond to your letter so that we, as an
‘editorial staff knaw what is most apprec1ated by the whole communlty..

3o, b g _-- 2403 3025 25 45 35 253
S e iy R34t

A nULTIl‘IEDIA PRESENTATION N ¥ FILTE

""od's Regponse," a3 screcening 1n¢the arphlthoater on Ylednesday, December 5th
during Convocation of a multimedia prescntation produced durins internship
by Richard lMichelsen with the aid of the Lutheran Center, Park Ave. South,
New York City. The show deals with “od‘s creation and its gopdness, our
stewardship of the zift, and God's response to us. The production uses
450 to 500 slides projected on three screens in coordination with a voice
and music sound track. The ‘program was produced for a parish Holy Week.
service. : .3 Y

' Richard Michelsen
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NEW CCURSE NEXT SEMESTER

awint is a svnooosis of the new second semester course:;

w 'A LIFE OF FAITH AND TCVE: LUTHERAN DEVOTIONAL WRITINGS AND CONTEMFORARY
‘ MINISTRY Ne, 719
| Edward R, Sufresne, Instructor

" HIRFOSE:
- to become familiar with seme of the classical devotional writings in
the Lutheran heritage..

- to apply what the devotional writings can teach us about the Chris-
tian life of faith and love to our own lives and to the practice of
mlnlstrv in these times.

-

FORMAT:

- the class will meet on Friday mornings from 8:00 a.m. to 11:10 a.m.
in the second semester.

- class' time will be divided into three parts: a discussion of the
week's reading, a lecture on a theme taken from the readings and
applied to the  practice of ministry, and a time for sharing some
implications for our own lives and the 1life of the Church.

y | A  — guest lecturers w111 be invited to the class, throughout the eemestero
READINGS: '
m - Martin Luther, "The Freedom of the: Christian"
* = Martin Buecer, Instruction in Christian Love,.(second part)
j * = Johann Arndt, True Christianity (selections)

Phij;ip Spener, Pia Desiderid (selections)
-Henrv M, MuhlenBeTe, dJournals (selections)
Soren Kierkegard, FeaT and Trembling

= Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Lile Together

- Dag Hammarskjold, Markings

1

REQUIREMENTS:

83sh.¥8sk atudengs,vill be asked b9 aubats paresranhsnsuezs to feps

«Bach student will be asked to serve as moderator for a class diseus=
sion.

-Each student will be asked to submit two drafts, a prelimlnary and
final draft, of a paper ten to fifteen pages in 1ength on a topic
chosen irom a list of suggestions.

SOME LECTURE THEMES: ‘
- Making the. Connections: Prayer and Ministry
- Piety and Politics j
- A Ministry of Discernment
Union with Christ in Falth, with one's Nelghbor in Love
Solitude and Community
Amhition, Rivalry, and Success in Mlnlstry
Late Medieval Piety
Ministry and Transparency ‘ ) -

An optianal, sugeested reading list of contemporary, ecumenical re¢adings
, . on the devotional life and ministry will be available to complement
AEL-sRE led tire themes. .
CEEQITS
' Editors- Pete and Ruth
Production Managers- Peggy Sue and Asha Coliaiors - the multitude which
Typists- Joanne, Wanda, Cindy surround, Jesuss
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% Those are the words printed onté
+ " envclopes of Love Compels Action/worls
Hunger Appcal. You will be rccc1vmg‘
one of those ecnvelopes in your mailboy
4 next” weeks b

NEXT wipbhk AT +.T. AILRY «E sRb huvhwiﬁ
whRK O bikbFhaolis ON THiE HUNGLY FLUELES
4 GF Cal.5CDIA.

The Social Ministry Committee has been thrilled v ith the spontaneous
~e«eruptions of eoncern for the hungry peoples of Coubodia. Cur sewinsry
Executive Com' ittee has undertaken to have offerings lor world Hunpger
at our weekly services of The mucharist. The 7501 Club recently held
a World Runcer iral and donated money to the apreal. One of our sen-
inarians walked in the Fhiladclphia CKCP walk for the Hungry =nd re-
ceived.pledece of 185.50 which vas desirnated ior Lutheran Yorld Relief,

Our heads are not just buried in our textbooks. wk Akl A CARKING CCil-
MUNITY!

Next week we want to enrcape the entire sexrinary comrunity in thought-
ful eating, vroving pnd siving to “orld H unrver Appeal. ve especially

are concrrned about the devasting, rind-boe ling SitUHtiOn in CAIEBCDIA,
In a letter to all syndde of Lhe LCa, datcd Novcrber 21, 1$79, our

Fresident, Jarcs R. Crumley Jr. and the Love Compcls Aetion/world -Hunger
appcal Director, Robert . Stackel urge our Dthic1hftfon. LI R

"in this mission of mercy to the starving in Cambodia by ' -
having special offerings now and encourapging a penerous |
resnonce. Send the offerings throurh your synod trea-
surer desirnated only 'Love Compels jction/torld Hunper

ﬁpprwl It .i8: nct NGC{SEATY to designate for bambodla, o 4
since Lavhodlq is a hivh rrlorlty arong vorld hunrer -
projccts.  The nceds will continue for a long; time so

that vour ascistance will arrive soon enouth it scnt
prorptly. Contributions for Cambodia =ent through. the
church will dc the most good bccause Lho ovrrurqu is so
very low compared with almost 2ll other orcanizations.”

OUTLINLD 5CTICN FCR Nt T vwikK IN THE I'T. AIRY Liw INARY CCreUnITY:
- A Cambodian Rice Feal will be held in the refectory at LUNCH on
MONDAY. Rice ill be psrt of menu. '‘/e encourare you to eat only |
a s-rvine of rice to identify more decvly ith Cambodian peoples.
- Vorlé Funrer Appe2l boxes will be 'pl ced con 211 dining room tableg

and in ciher corunily ~ratberine rlacce for your offerings.

- Love Compels iction/vorld Hunper ipncal ENVELCFLS will be placedinl
cvervone's railbox next ronhﬂy roraing.

- Community persons vho do not cat in refectory are asked to have a |
RIC: ! ‘AL in ycur home or apartvent .cnn;v noon or rvenlng.

COLLECTION of envelopne and boxes will be cong-on }UnuUHY ‘Decs 6' th
Give Santa Claus a birthday +ift: monecy for food for his Cambodlan chil-
ren. ON CAMFUS corm and apartrent dwellcre will have a knock at: your |
door or hcar vcur ¢oorbell ring. Be preparcd to give the caller your~
‘filled envelope. OFF-CﬂﬁJUk dwelders will bring your envelopes to the:
¥4 ILBOX 4Rssa betueen 10:00 a.ms 2nd 12:30 noon.: A member of the- Socia) |
Ministry Committee will be therg with a large rice bowl to reccive yoy,,

.,
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THE JOHANNINE LITERATURE

Sorry not to have written for a while, but a bad case of writer's block
infested Patmos. That's all cleared up now, as a good term paper for Dr.
Imnd::: is as good a laxative as anything. In preparing my Summa Theo-
logi 5. I came across some definitions often overlooked in theology today.

Theodicy ~ companion plece to Homer's The Iliad.

Dogma - 2 pup-bearing biteh
Paradox -~ two piers in the harbor

y

Hermeneutics - Mrs. Neutics' son, Herman

Exegesis - your opinion of a given pericope

Eisegesis - someone else's opinion of the same passage
Third Use of the Law - a doctrine recognized by Luther, but embraced by
Calvin, proscribing behavior after the effects of grace; applicable

only to thowe whose attitudes and actions you dislike.

Imbibio ergo sum -~ "I drink therefore I am" ; fundamental expression of
existence by one of the more playful philosophers.

Dichotomy - a distinction proposed by someone with whom you disagree

Amazing Grace - She sure is!
A Mighty Fortress - publishing company reaping profits from sales of

required seminary textbooks
Althaus - a compiler of Luther's theology, oftem mipswoneunced as QUthoyse
Pastoral - When, in imterpersomal trapesctiom, you smile and act interese
ted, but you're actually bored to tears '
Practical affair - one where your spouse doesn't find out
- Homilectics ~ Middlers' Magical Misery Tour
Eﬁologetics - e fieldJai_justifying ¥by theology doesn®t have to make

- e ' . -

sense
Theology of the Cross = one espoused by angry theologians

Anpus Dei - a form of natural theology; bull worshipping in Scotland
Sin - what ev#ryone else has plenty of

Orizinal Sin - a "Ne-No" never tried before

Eng Fall - third movement of Vivaldi's The Seasons

Temptation - experiences that make you wonder if it's worth it to

decide for Christ iy .
Liberation th@oloéz -~ the doetrines which encourage action on behalf of
the oppressed and serve ‘to make the rest of us feel guilty
Process theology - a coﬁenient:way,of avoiding taking a stand
Eschatology = 'a label placed op anything at the tail end of theology
which is otherwise unclassi}ied.

Auf Wiederschreiben,



BIBLIOGRAPHICALLY SPEAKING

The Kreuth iemorizl Library, celebroting thic yesr tae T0th yesr of opurution;-'rideg
itself on itz holdings ¢nd service., To wointein this ctance recuires the suppor”nﬁ 500 ‘
will oi" cech snd every user. . i

Neorly every recent yeer bas broucht inercccec scrvices wnd relexation of restrictiong
in the use of meterial--&¢ trend counter to west libraries tocey. Ve have instituted
Suaccy hours, sllowed former non-circuloting items such os reference works anc bounc
neriodicels to circulate overnight, extended losn cchédulec on audio-visucl items, eXpends
our inveatory oi A-V herdwere for lozn, and instituted the possibility sor study hall
hours and usc of the matericls vic @ stucent volunteer progrem lor weeliend hours,

vl

Vith thi: commitment to serve the needs of the sewminary; comwuaity, I sinc it inconceivetle
and iaercuseble thet items esre removed, either to fur corners oi the buildiong or outside
the building, without accouating for them, Such prectices should be unnccegsery, eno are
certainly unethicel and uaniair as their lack infringes on the rightful cxpectetion of
other users,

Probebly few oi you imagine the hidcen but emezingly high coct of such ectione. .The wost
rcal cost is the restrictions the litrary wey have to plece on accesc to materisles to ell
because of the sction of a very fiew, But we cen vlco comvert to dollers ¢nd cents the
cogt ol ceveral nours of seerching by staif memberz ior books not accountec for via the
ghelves end circulation records. lhat we specnd in time end money ior fruitless cctions
obviously comce irowm the total Ttudj et commitwcat for library services and thererorc means
more useful wors goes undome or ccrtain resources cre not bought. r 1N

™" howor systim is o W& or 1fffe thetr has ramificetions beyond tect periods., Hach student
is on hic/her honor to abide by the rules vhich govarg_all,. including library usage. It ic
also the role of the honor code as well as enpected Chrictisn behevior to bring to the
attention of those whose iniringement ic noted the situetion with iricndly sdmonighment.

The use oi librery resources hes beean notably higher this semester than 1or many years,
e rejoice in csuch & turn of events, It iec a real gain with no increase in student bady,
At the came tiwe it bes plasccd streine-on our-serVic®, --/mong otherethings, we ore
ettempting to be mcre up-to-dste on chelviag returned items. To gia the orderliness of
the collection nlease do the following:
--==8ign out all items to be rete#ined in a carrel or out ou reguler sequence
-===Return all items to the circulation dGes's when using them in a pert ofi the
building other than in the vicninty oi their shelving locetion
--==Sisn out all itews taken frow-the building -, .
----Necotiate with the Director of ,the Librury any serious hardship caused by
the rulec and the peewdorities of your indivicuel situction -
-=-=D0 not pilc booxs conculted gt the endes oi shelves--leave thew ca tables
or return them to the circulation desk
ew==TFf o wich certrin books in use to remain on @ table for use later the
same day, 'leave @ note to that effect with the materisl,

Our entire endeavor is enriched when we serve coch other, .if there are signs that we as

& staff are not helpful, plesse discuss them with us or submit them in writiong for dis-

cussion at staff and/or Librsry Committee mee‘!;:l.ngsg We, in turn, depend on you to support
S

us in the demanding endeavor to meintein an adequate and orderly collection for the inforp- .
ation needs of the seminary. . ‘ : .

i ‘ . : k. 1
David J. Vartluft
- 5 Director of the Library



THE CHURCH"S GREATEST HITS
(Part V)

AS promised, this week begins a quick look at Christmas hymnody. One
can hardly do justice to Christmas hymns, carols, and songs with a full
semester course, so this will barely be an hors d'oevre. Just about any
hymnal will contain some delightful surprises in its Christmas section,
and for those who wish to get a bit further in, the Oxford Book of Carols
is just jam packed with goodies.

This selection is taken from the New Catholic Hymnal., Written by
Hamish Swanson with music by Ian Copley (commissioned especially for that
book), one can only hopé that its exclusion from the LBEW was duc to
copyright problems or unfamiliarity. If you have a chance, take the hymnal

out of the library and play the tune -- it's one of the nicest and most
fitting I've heard.

In Babylon town 2y an alien stream

We had sadly sat down and slept with a dream.
Can you hear the pipe and drums?

Now he comes, now he comes.

In Eethlehem town There's no room at the inn
So she cradles him down and wonders begin.
Can you hear the pipe and drums?

Now he comes, now he comes,

01d Babylon wvown By an alien stream

lMay be tumbled all cdown, we've no need to dream.
Can you hear the pipe and drums?

Now he comes, noe he comes,

Here now in our town There is room at the inn,
where we all may sit down His meal to begin.
Can you hear the pipe and drums?

Now he comes, Now he comes.

Notice the unexpected switch in the last verse, If you're anything
like me, you expected a banal "there wasn't room at the inn, but there's
room in my heart for the baby J2sus." Chrigtocentricity pops up in the
most unexpected places.

Next week: An incomprehensible German Hymn that's half in latin,
Mark Oldenberg

W A el e i

INTERN'S UNITE

Do you feel you are no longer appreciated? That the honeymoon is over?
Here is an example of how my humor is being appreciated here in Royersford,
After playing a very small joke on Marybeth, out church seecretary, she wrote
me this poem:

Roses are red

Pickles are green

Interns shouldn't be heard...

Nor should they be seen.

(an original by Marybeth Kuklentz)
Are you getting a common reaction? What happens after six months?
-a concerned intern, Mary Wien

Ed. Note: Knowing your humor Mary, it was probably well deserved.
- |



UPON THIS ROCK -~ Poter=SmBssmen - . _— - orinsTe

A number of years ago, a monumental religious discovery was made
which threatened to disrupt the whole Judeo-Christian world. At the time
top religious officials decided to keep the news undercover for fear that
it would ecause another reformation. w Bl e

The whole thinz Teégan when.the Vatican council decided to refurnish |
all the buildings in the Holy City. . It was supposed to be a complete-
remodélling including all floors, including the basement. As it turns out,
the basement of the Vatican was in the worst shape, and the contractors
had to rebuils? all the walls and floors. In doing this they came across
the remains of a body. This frightened all the. workers, and created quite
a furor among Vatican personal. _

Upon the Pope's request, a tem of experts were brought in to examne
the body to try to determine whose it was and from whence it dated. After
about two weeks of carcful examination the committe was ready to disclose
their findings. The Pope was to be briefed first, and then the announcemen:
would “be made to the rest of the world. Well, needless to say, the
announcement was never made to the whole world. The Pope decided to keep
it quiet.

Through some good reporting, the Watergate scandal and a «ouple of
new popes, we, at the Seminarian office, have found out the truth. The
body that was discovered under the Vatican was none other that the body
of Jesus Christ. This caused such a scandal in the Vatican that the Pope
nceded to call in some experts from the "other side." It was at this time
that he made a call to the one and only Paul Tillich, and summoned him
to the Vatican "immediately. ‘

When Tillich arrived in Rome he was greeted at the airport by some
of the Popes top officials and hurried off to  the Vatican. When he came
to the Vatican, the Popec greeted him immediately and filled him in on
the events of the previous week. The Pope was practically in shock, and .
didn't know what he was going to do. Alfter all, Christianity was built L
on the presupposition that Jesus Christ was raised from the dead, and that |
he ascended to heaven. His bones could not possibly be still around on
earth. The T pe took Mi'7i~h to the basement to see the evidence for
himself, ' :

The Pope then apsked Mr. Tillich what could be done. Should the peopl:
know about this, discovery? ’ - .

...oillich replied, "You mean he really existed?

T}E SELEII\?ARIHFT' e H T M
7301 Cermantown Ave. ;
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